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•  •  C.  T.  Townsend,  P.M.  Perfect  Friendship  Lodge,  522,  Ipswich 

•  •  B.  Toynbee,  Witham  Lodge,  374,  Lincohi 

•  •  W.  Trimble,  Light  of  the  Sorth  Lodge,  69,  Londonderry 

•  •  W.  G.  Turner,  J.D.  Social  Friendship  Lodge,  326,  Madras 

•  •  T.  Vesper,  jun.  "yV.M.  Yarborough  Lodge,  812,  London 

•  •  T.  Wallace,  W.M.  Lodge  of  Fidelity,  813,  Sottthwold 

•  •  J.  G.  Waller,  Bank  of  England  Lodge,  329,  London 

•  •  J.  Walmsley,  P.M.  Liverpool 

•  •  F.  G.  Warrick,  S.D.  Bank  of  England  Lodge,  329,  London 

•  •  Z.  Watkins,  P.M.  Bank  of  Finland  Lodge,  32»,  London 

•  •  John  F.  White,  P.M.  Castle  Lodge,  36,  London 

•  •  W.  Foster  White,  P.M.  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  229,  London 

•  *  J.  Whitmore,  P.M.  Bank  of  England  Lodge,  329,  London 

•  •  E.  G.  Willoughby,  P.M.  701,  782,  Birkenhead 

•  •  M.  C.  Wihnot,  Tyler,  Social  Friendship  Lodge,  326,  Madras 

•  •  M.  Woodcock,  Witham  Lodge,  374,  Lmcoln 

•  •  W.  L.  Wright,  P.M.  and  Trea.  Bank  of  England  Lodge,  329, 

London 


TO  THE  BRETHBBN  OF  THE  FOLLOWINa 

Light  of  the  North,  69,  Londondeny 
L<xlge  196,  Ireland 
Universal  Charity,  340,  Madras 
Royal  Sussex,  5^,  Belize,  Honduras 
Royal  Victoria,  649,  Nassau,  Bahamas 
St.  John's,  703,  Rio  de  Janeiro 
Zetland  in  the  East,  748,  Singapore 
Alhion,  762,  Castries,  St.  Luoia 
Social  Friendship,  326,  Madras 
Lodge  of  Instruction,  Bristol 
Lodge  of  Instruction,  Norwich 
Lodge  of  Instruction,  Liverpool 

AMD  TO  THE  OFFICERS  AND  BRETHHEK  OP  EVB8Y  LODQS 
THBOUOHOUT  THE  UKIVEKSB.  - 
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Dear  Brothers  and  Friends, 

Hayino  arrived  at  the  age  of  nearly  threescore  years 
and  ten,  my  labours  in  behalf  of  the  beloved  institution 
of  Freemasonry  must  be  considered  as  drawing  to  a  close ; 
and  I  have  therefore  thought  it  a  duty  to  open  the  pres- 
ent volume  with  an  Address  to  you,  as  a  grateful  return 
for  the  uniform  courtesy  which  the  Craft  have  testified 
towards  me.  These  labours  hav^  not  been  actuated  by 
motives  of  a  pecuniary  nature,  for  I  have  derived  very 
little  profit  from  my  masonic  publications ;  and  my  chief 
reward  has  been  in  the  kindness  and  attention  which  I 
have  received  from  the  fraternity  at  large.  I  have  never 
been  troubled  vnth  an  ambition  to  accumulate  riches ; 
nor  have  I  ever  been  overburdened  with  wealth,  or  greatly 
inconvenienced  by  its  absence. 

Man  wants  but  little  here  below, 
Nor  wants  that  little  long. 

To  secure  your  approbation  has  been  my  chief  aim,  and 
the  possession  of  it  constitutes  the  utmost  limit  of  my 
ambition. 

The  elements  of  a  general  address  are  so  diversified, 
that  the  canon  proposed  by  Churchill,  however  it  might 
fail  in  a  formal  treatise,  will  apply  excellently  well  here. 

This  I  hold, 

A  secret  worth  its  weight  in  gold, 

To  those  who  write  as  I  write  now, 

Not  to  mind  where  they  go,  or  how, 

Through  ditch,  through  bog,  o'er  hedge  and  stile, 
^  Make  it  but  worth  the  reader's  while ; 

}  And  keep  a  passage  fair  and  plain 

I  Always  to  bring  him  back  again. 

^  Some  authors  construct  their  prefatory  introduction 
as  a  programme  of  the  book ;  some  to  conciliate  the 
reviewers;  md  others,  more  venturesome,  hurl  at  the 
critics  their  unmitigated  defiance;  like  the  sailor,  who. 
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having  occasion  to  pass  over  Bagshot -Heath  in  a  chaise, 
and  being  told  that  there  were  hawks  abroad/'  deliber- 
ately taking  a  pistol  in  each  hand,  he  thrust  his  feet 
through  the  front  windows  crying  out,  "  down  with  bulk 
heads,  and  prepare  for  action." 

My  opening  address  to  you,  brethren,  will  be  more 
modest.  I  have  been  too  long  before  you,  and.  have  re- 
ceived too  many  of  your  favours,  either  to  dread  a  severe 
sentence,  or  to  feel  the  necessity  of  flattering  you  into 
good  humour.  It  is  well  known  that  while  a  favourable 
review  of  any  work  passes  unnoticed  by  the  multitude, 
an  unfavourable  one  is  sought  after  with  avidity, — circu- 
lated amongst  the  author's  personal  friends  with  perse- 
vering industry,  and  frequently  perused  with  the  greatest 
unction, — so  much  better  pleased  is  poor  human  nature 
with  hearing  abuse  and  vituperation,  than  it  is  with 
quiet  approval ;  as  we  often  observe  a  number  of  people 
collect  together  to  witness  a  street  quarrel,  who  will 
disperse  when  the  dispute  ceases,  and  the  conversation 
assumes  a  peaceful  tone. 

For  this  reason  it  might  be  prudent  on  my  part  to 
conciliate  criticism ;  but  as  my  writings  contain  no 
severe  reflections  upon  others,  I  am  unwilling  to  doubt  of 
their  candid  reception ;  and  after  a  literary  career  ap- 
proaching to  half  a  century,  it  is  too  late  for  me  to  enter- 
tain much  apprehension  for  the  fate  of  a  volume  which 
is  intended  as  the  completion  of  a  series,  and  the  winding 
up  of  a  masonic  life.  Like  the  Mosaic  pavement  of  the 
lodge,  my  pilgrimage  has  abounded  in  variegated  scenes 
of  good  and  evil ;  and  success  has  been  chastened  and 
tempered  by  mortifying  reverses.  Fast  friends  I  have 
had  many,  and  bitter  enemies  not  a  few ;  and  hcmours 
and  rewards  on  the  one  hand,  have  been  balanced  by 
vexation  and  trouble,  and  the  basest  ingratitude  for  essen*- 
tial  services,  on  the  other. 

When  I  first  entered  the  lists  as  a  masonic  writer,  it 
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was  intended,  in  a  great  measure,  for  my  own  priyate 
amusement ;  and  the  popularity  of  my  earliest  publicar 
tions  was  entirely  unexpected,  as  they  were  composed  by 
snatches  amidst  the  pressure  of  heavy  and  ceaseless 
duties,  which  neither  my  feelings  nor  my  interest  could 
induce  me  to  neglect.  Like  Doctor  Syntax,  I  set  out  in 
search  of  the  picturesque,  and,  to  my  great  surprise, 
found  it  solid  fame.  An  event,  too  trifling  to  be  recorded, 
originated  my  first  publication,  and  consequently  pro- 
duced all  the  rest ;  as  Pascal  very  pleasantly  attributed 
the  revolutions  which  took  place  in  the  world  during  the 
reign  of  Cleopatra  to  the  longitude  of  her  nose. 

At  that  early  period  I  had  formed  a  plan  in  my  own. 
mind,  which  was  intended  to  demonstrate  the  capabilities 
of  Freemasonry  as  a  literary  institution.  It  was  gener- 
ally understood  to  be  pursuing  one  unvarying  round,  cir- 
cumscribed within  a  very  narrow  compass ;  including  the 
ceremonies  of  initiation,  passing,  and  raising,  with  a 
prescribed  lecture  for  each  degree  j  touching,  indeed,  upon 
morality  and  several  liberal  sciences,  but  determinate 
upon  none. 

To  convince  the  reading  public  that  Freemasonry  pos- 
sessed within  itself  references  of  a  more  exalted  character, 
and  that  it  actually  contained  the  rudiments  of  all  world- 
ly science  and  spiritual  edification,  I  contemplated  work- 
ing out,  in  a  specified  cycle,  a  detailed  view  of  its 
comprehensive  system  of  knowledge,  human  and  divine. 
The  plan  was  extensive,  and  the  chances  were,  that  it 
would  share  the  fate  of  that  gigantic  edifice  on  the  plains 
of  Shinar,  which  was  intended  to  scale  the  heavens,  and 
never  be  completed.  But  the  mind  of  youth  is  elastic. 
Hope  urged  me  on,  and  enthusiasm  lent  its  powerful  aid 
to  encourage  me.  to  persevere;  and  with  the  blessing  of 
the  Q-reat  Architect  of  the  Universe,  I  have  now  the 
pleasure  to  present  you  with  the  concluding  volume,  by 
which  the  cycle  is  perfected  and  the  cope  stone  laid. 
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IS 


And  I  may  say,  in  the  poetical  language  of  a  Most  Ex- 
cellent Muster, 

AH  haSl  to  the  mormiig  that  bids  us  rejoice; 
The  temple's  completed,  exalt  high  each  voice ; 
The  cope  stone  is  finished,  onrlabonr  is  o'er; 
The  sound  of  the  gavel  shall  hail  us  no  more. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  exhibit  the  entire  plan  in 
detail. 

It  wUl  occur  to  every  thinking  brother,  that  such  an 
midertaking,  to  be  perfect,  must  necessarily  embrace 
History  and  Antiquities ;  Rites  and  Ceremonies ;  Science 
and  Morals;  Types  and  Symbols;  Degrees  and  Land- 
marks; and,  above  all,  it  would  require  to  be  shown 
what  connection  the  Order  bears  to  our  most  holy  re- 
ligion ;  and  how  far  it  recommends  and  enforces  the  duties 
which  every  created  being  is  bound  to  observe  in  his 
progress  from  this  world  to  another  and  a  better.  To  all 
these  points  my  attention  has  been  extended ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  exemplifying  them  by  a  regulated  process,  I 
have,  at  convenient  intervals,  issued  from  the  press  a 
graduated  series  of  publications,  each  advancing  one  step 
beyond  its  predecessor,  and,  like  the  progressive  terms  of 
a  syllogism,  contributing  their  united  aid  to  produce  an 
intelligible  conclusion. 

The  first  step  was  to  show  the  antiquity  of  the  Order, 
and  somewhat  of  its  early  history :  for  this  was  the  only 
basis  on  which  all  subsequent  reasoning  could  be  securely 
founded  ;  and  in  the  absence  of  this  footstone,  the  entire 
&bric,  like  the  enchanted  palace  of  Aladdin,  would  be 
unsubstantial  and  endure  but  for  a  moment.  I  therefore 
published  a  work  on  the  Early  History  and  Antiquities 
of  Masonry  from  the  Creation  to  the  building  of  Solo- 
mon's temple,  as  an  acknowledged  period  from  which  the 
history  of  the  Order  is  clear  and  intelligible ;  including 
dissertations  on  those  permanent  Landmarks  of  Masonry, 
the  Creation,  the  Fall,  the  Deluge,  the  calling  of  Abra- 
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ham,  the  vision  of  Jacob,  the  deliveranQe  from  Egyptian 
bondage,  the  construction  of  the  Tabernacle,  the  passage 
of  the  river  Jordan,  the  contest  of  Jeptha  with  the 
Ephrainiites,  and  the  construction  of  the  Temple. 

This  attempt  being  V7ell  received,  although  I  vras  com- 
paratively a  stranger  to  the  fraternity  in  general,  having 
merely  published  a  few  masonic  sermons,  as  the  Grand 
Chaplain  for  Lincolnshire,  previously  to  this  period, 
which,  it  is  extremely  probable,  were  unknown  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Province,  I  was  encouraged  to  proceed 
in  my  design. 

Still  the  foundation  was  not  complete.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  show  clearly  to  what  religion,  if  any,  the  present 
system  of  masonry  was  analogous.  On  this  question  I 
came  to  the  point  at  once,  like  Hippothadee  in  Rabelais, 
without  circumbUivaginating  about  and  about,  and 
never  hitting  it  in  the  centre,"  and  unhesitatingly  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  Christianity,  not  only  from  internal 
evidence,  but  also  from  the  following  considerations. 

Freemasonry  is  unquestionably  a  cosmopolitical  insti- 
tution, and  therefore  must  have  an  afiSnity  to  a  religion 
which  is  applicable  to  all  times,  and  adapted  to  every 
people  that  have  at  any  time  existed  in  the  world.  These 
data  are  true  with  respect  to  Christianity  and  to  no  other 
religion  that  ever  existed.  The  patriarchal  dispensation 
was  incipient  Christianity.  The  holy  men  who  lived 
before  the  time  of  Moses  were  all  justified  by  the  same 
principle  of  faith  in  God's  revelation.  They  looked  to 
the  same  blessings  in  futurity  that  are  revealed  in  the 
Gospel;  and  it  is  this  principle  of  faith  which  vnll 
constitute  their  reward  as  well  as  ours  at  the  day  of 
judgment. 

Again,  the  revelation  of  the  Jewish  religion  was 
another  wide  step  tov«rards  the  introduction  of  Christiani- 
ty. It  was  the  second  degree  of  perfection.  And  in 
this  belief  the  saints  and  prophets  who  came  after  Mosea 


VAIi£DICT0R7  ADDRBSS. 


16 


offered  themaelves  freely  to  all  the  persecutions  of  the 
world  in  proof  of  their  faith  in  a  Deliverer  to  come ;  and 
hence  the  holy  men  under  the  law  are  held  forth  by  the 
Apostles  of  Christ  as  examples  to  their  followers.  And 
the  whole  design  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  is  to 
show  that  the  faith  of  the  patriarchs,  both  before  and 
after  Moses,  was  the  same  as  ours,  though  their  worship 
was  of  a  different  form. 

For  these  reasons,  as  the  Christian  religion  extended 
over  all  time,  and  shall,  at  the  appointed  period,  univer- 
sally prevail  over  the  whole  earth,  it  alone  can  apply  to 
a  cosmopolite  institution  like  Freemasonry.^  The  princi- 
pal events  in  the  Jewish  history  are  types  of  Christ,  or 
of  the  Christian  dispensation.  But  these  events  form 
permanent  and  unchangeable  landmarks  in  the  masonic 
lectures.  Therefore  the  lectures  of  masonry  are  Christian. 
This  decision  is  borne  out  by  a  manifesto  of  a  foreign 
Grand  Lodge,  which  contains  the  following  characteristic 
passage,  Masonry  may  be  made  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing the  .commands  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the 
Universe.  He  who  is  the  best  Christian,  the  most  faith- 
ful man,  will  be  also  the  best  Mason.  So  let  it  be  in  the 
profane  world  and  in  church  relations, — ^live  in  brother- 
hood and  peace." 

It  is  an  artifice  of  the  enemies  of  masonry,  such  as  Mr. 
E.  C.  Pryer,  Major  Trevilian,  and  all  others  of  the  same 
school,  to  insinuate  that  masonry  is  anti-christian,  that  it 
may  become  unpopular  and  lose  its  influence ;  but  that 
the  cry  should  be  echoed  by  those  who  pretend  to  be 
acquainted  with  its  genuine  principles,  surpasses  my 
ingenuity  to  comprehend.  It  is  the  very  point  to  which 
Weishaupt  was  desirous  of  bringing  the  disciples  of  lUu 
minism.  He  taught  that  genuine  Christianity  is  nc 
popular  religion,  but  a  system  for  the  elected ;  that  Jesus 
communicated  the  higher  sense  of  his  doctrine  only  to 
his  most  intimate  disciples ;  that  the  latter  had  propaga- 
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ted  fhifl  system  among  the  primitive  ChristiaQS  by  means 
of  the  disciplina  arcani;  taught  it  in  the  mystic  schools 
of  the  Gnostics,  Manichaeans,  and  the  Ophites,  in  a  two- 
fold manner,  viz.,  exoterically  and  esoterically ;  that  at 
the  last,  after  many  migrations,  and  concealed  in  hiero- 
glyphics, it  had  become  the  property  of  the  Order  of 
the  Freemasons."  Meaning  to  infer  that  Christianity 
was  a  system  of  Ophiolatreia,  and  preserved  only  in  the 
arcane  mysteries  of  the  Freemasons;  and  that  conse- 
quently pure  Christianity  was  an  unsubstantial  vision. 

As  Bishop  Watson  said  of  the  opponents  of  Christi- 
anity, I  repeat  of  the  enemies  of  our  noble  Order.  I 
have  often  wondered  what  could  be  the  reason  that  men, 
not  destitute  of  talents,  should  be  desirous  of  undermin- 
ing the  authority  of  [Freemasonry],  and  studious  in 
exposing,  with  a  malignant  and  illiberal  exultation,  every 
little  difficulty  attending  it,  to  popular  animadversion 
and  contempt.  I  am  not  willing  to  attribute  this^strange 
propensity  to  what  Plato  attributed  the  Atheism  of  his 
time— to  profligacy  of  manners — ^to  aflectation  of  singu- 
larity— ^to  gross  ignorance,  assuming  the  semblance  of 
deep  research  and  superior  sagacity; — had  rather  refer 
it  to  an  impropriety  of  judgment  respecting  the  manners 
and  mental  acquirements  of  humankind  in  the  first  ages 
of  the  world." 

To  place  this  matter  on  the  proper  basis,  and  to  show 
the  opinion  of  eminent  brethren  of  the  last  century,  I 
published  the  Star  in  the  East,  in  which  I  endeavoured 
to  show  the  absolute  connection  between  Freemasonry 
and  religion  from  the  testimony  of  masonic  writers ; 
from  the  fact  that  Ij^e  historical  portion  of  the  lectures 
bears  a  direct  refer€f&ce  to  Christianity ;  from  the  coinci- 
dence between  the  morality  of  masonry  and  that  of  our 
holy  religion ;  and  the  syiDbolical  reference  of  its  general 
mechanism  to  the  same  faith. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  first  edition  of  this  little 
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wmrk  was  exhausted,  and  the  testimonieB  I  received  from 
mtelligent  brethren  in  every  pl^t  of  the  United  King- 
dom, to  its  value  as  a  standard  Text  Book  of  Masonry, 
convinced  me  that  I  had  been  correct  in  my  opinion  of 
the  universal  belief  that  the  present  system  of  Freema- 
sonry is  analogous  to  the  Christian  religion. 

I  cannot  throw  odium  or  even  doubt  on  the  cross  of  ' 
Christ ;  nor  can  I  allow  any  contemx^t  to  be  cast  on  that 
sacred  atonement  by  which  I  trust  to  inherit  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  either  by  my  silence  or  connivance.  I  will 
admit  my  Hebrew  brother  into  a  mason's  lodge — I  will 
exchange  with  him  freely  all  the  courtesies  of  civil  an4 
social  life ;  but  as  he  will  not  abandon  his  faith  at  my 
command — neither  will  I.  We  each  puraue  our  own 
path,  under  the  consequences  of  our  own  free  choice 
like  Thalaba^and  his  companion  in  the  cavern  of  Haruth 
and  Maruth.  It  is  a  false  species  of  liberality  which 
influences  the  feelings  of  many  good  and  estimable  men  at 
the  present  day,  and  induces  them  to  concede,  out  of  re- 
spect  to  the  prejudices  of  others,  what  they  ought  to 
hold  most  sacred.  Ask  your  Hebrew  brother  to  lay  aside 
his  prejudices,  and  eat  with  you — and  he  will  reject  your 
proposal  with  abhorrence.  And  he  acts  on  a  correct  and 
laudable  principle — ^for  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
junctions of  his  religion. 

A  writer  in  Sharpens  Magazine  asks,  what  is  liberality? 
for  this  is,  after  all,  the  question.  We  should  not  per- 
haps greatly  err  in  representing  it  as  a  complex  idea, 
embracing  the  virtues  of  courtesy,  beneficence,  charity 
in  judgment,  and  self-denial  in  conduct.  St.  Paul  was 
the  first  example  of  it,  after  the  only  perfect  example  of 
all  good.  His  speech  before  Agrippa,  his  Epistle  t<o 
Philemon,  are  instances  of  a  refined  courtesy;  his  bencH 
ficence  and  self-denial  are  alike  instanced  in  his  laborious 
journeys,  and  his  manual  exertions  to  minister  unpaid ; 

bis  charity  and  kind  judgment  are  the  soul  of  all  his  con- 
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duct.  Yet  St.  Paal  would  have  gained  no  credit  for  libe- 
rality in  our  day ;  for  he  would  have  made  no  sacrificeB 
to  spread  Judaism  or  Gnosticism ;  and  further,  he  did  his 
best  to  overturn  both,  while  showing  every  kindness  to 
the  persons  of  those  who  professed  them.  While  he 
commanded  to  do  good  toothers,  he  added,  specially  unto 
those  which  are  of  the  household  of  faith.  Nothing 
could  be  more  illiberal,  according  to  the  principle  on 
which  the  word  is  received  at  the  present  day ;  for  even 
if  doing  good  unto  all  men  were  admitted  on  that  princi- 
ple, we  must  now  add — specially  unto  those  who  are  not 
of  the  household  of  faith."  ^ 

I  am  far  from  affirming,  however,  that  the  analogy  of 
Freemasonry  with  Christianity  is  universally  conceded 
by  the  fraternity.  Our  ranks  contain  many  individuals, 
whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  respect,  who  reject  the 
hypothesis  as  an  untenable  proposition ;  and  are  ready  to 
maintain  that  the  glorious  S3rmbol  which  forms  the  sub~ 
ject  of  this  volume  is  alien  to  the  system  of  Freemasonry. 
And  they  assign  as  a  reason  for  their  tiieory,  that  as  Free- 
masonry dates  its  origin  at  a  period  far  anterior  to  the 
revelation  of  the  Christian  scheme,  its  elements  cannot 
legitimately  contain  any  reference  to  that  great  plan  for 
the  salvation  of  the  human  race. 

The  argument,  however,  is  inconclusive,  because  it  is 
at  variance  with  fact.  Freemasonry,  in  whatever  part 
of  the  globe  it  may  at  present  exist,  contains  the  emblem 
before  us,  sanctioned  by  all  Grand  Lodges,  and  rejected 
by  none.  And  it  is  interpreted  by  a  process  agreeing 
with  our  own  explanations ;  embodied  in  the  authorized 
Lectures,  as  propounded  by  the  united  wisdom  of  the 
two  great  sections  of  the  fraternity  assembled  in  the 
Lodge  of  Reconciliation,  which  was  constructed  for  tiie 
sole  purpose  of  placing  the  Order  on  its  proper  baaLs,  by 
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Tensing  the  Lectures  and  regulating  the  ceremonies  on 
the  true  model  of  primitive  observance. 

Freemasonrf  must  be  interpreted  according  to  the 
form  in  which  it  is  actually  presented  to  the  senses,  and 
not  by  any  hypothetical  propositions  of  what  it  was  or 
might  have  been  at  a  given  period  which  is  too  remote 
for  any  records  to  exist  that  may  explain  its  mechanism 
or  peculiar  doctrines,  and  respe^^ting  which  our  traditions 
are  too  imperfect  to  lead  to  any  certain  result.  And  the 
present  Lectures  of  the  Order  actually  contain  a  pointed 
reference  to  all  the  principal  types  of  Christ  or  the 
Christian  dispensation  which  are  found  in  the  liebrew 
Scriptures,  from  the  creation  of  the  world  to  the  actual 
appearance  of  the  Messiah,  when  the  sceptre  had  finally 
^  departed  from  Judah. 

The  Freemasons  of  1720,  in  the  Earliest  system  of 
Lectures  known,  expkined  the  masonic  phrase,  T  G-  A  O 
T  U,  to  mean,  Him  that  was  placed  on  the  topmost 
pinnacle  of  the  temple ;"  which  applies  to  Jesus,  and  to 
him  alone,  as  no  other  personage  on  record  was  ever 
placed  in  that  inaccessible  situation.  The  revised  Lec- 
tures of  Bro.  Dunckerley,  used  up  to  the  middle  of  the 
century,  defined  the  Blazing  Star  as  representing  the 
Star  which  led  the  wise  men  to  Bethlehem,  proclaiming 
to  mankind  the  nativity  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  here 
conducting  our  spiritual  progress  to  the  Great  Author  of 
our  redemption."  The  Hutchinsonian  Lectures,  used 
twenty  years  later,  explained  the  three  lights  or  luminar 
ries  by  the  three  great  stages  of  masonry ;  the  know- 
ledge and  worship  of  the  God  of  nature  in  the  purity  of 
Eden — the  service  under  the  Mosaic  law,  when  divested 
of  idolatry — and  the  Christian  revelation.  But  most 
especially  our  Lights  are  typical  of  the  holy  Trinity." 
And  in  the  system  of  Lectures  which  prevailed  at  tiie 
latter  end  of  the  century,  and  up  to  the  union  in  181S, 
the  five  steps  of  the  winding  staircase  were  represented 
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as  indicating  ^'the  birth,  life,  death,  reoorreetian,  and 
ascension  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 

The  authorized  Text  Book  of  the  United  States  of 
America  confirms  this  view  of  the  design  of  Freemasonrj ; 
and  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  Royal  Arch  is  pro- 
nounced by  the  English  Grand  Lodge  as  the  completion  of 
the  Third  Degree.  The  account  of  this  degree  commences 
thus :  This  degree  is  more  august,  sublime,  and  im- 
portant, than  all  which  precede  it.  It  impresses  on  our 
minds  a  belief  of  the  being  and  existence  of  the  supreme 
Grand.  High  Priest .  of  our  salvation,  who  is*  without 
beginning  of  days  or  end  of  years ;  and  forcibly  reminds 
us  of  the  reverence  due  to  his  Holy  Name."  And  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake  in  the  meaning  of  thei^upreme 
Grand  High  Priest  of  our  salvation,"  the  degree  is 
opened  by  a  passage  from  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the 
Thessalonians,^  '^Now  we  command  you,  brethren,  in 
the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  withdraw 
yourselves  from  every  brother  that  walketh  disorderly," 
&c. 

Having  thus  laid  the  foundation  of  my  prc^osed  edi- 
fice on  a  solid  basis,  broad  and  deep— on  the  antiquity  of 
its  pretensions,  and  its  undoubted  reference  to  an  uni- 
versal religionr- as  I  professed  to  write  for  the  general 
information  of  the  fraternity,  I  now  found,  as  honest 
John  Buuyan  has  it,  that I  must  not  go  to  sleep,  l^stl 
should  lose  my  choice  things;"  and,  therefore,  com- 
menced the  superstructure  with  an  explanation  of  the 
elementary  tenets  of  the  Order,  as  a  preliminary  step 
towards  a  general  view  of  its  claims  to  a  favourable  con- 
sideration, which  might  spread  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  habitable  globe. 

No  science  can  be  mastered,  without  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  term^  and  technicalities  by  which  it  is 
distinguished ;  and  Freemasonry,  like  Chemistry,  will 
»  2  Thss.  iii.,  d-.18. 
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be  yery  imperfectly  understood,  unless  the  tyro  be  well 
grounded  in  the  hidden  meaning  of  the  types  ^nd  em- 
blems in  which  its  occult  principles  are  imbedded  and 
concealed.  Canons  must  be  studied  ere  perfection  can 
be  attained.  Every  one  must  be  an  apprentice  before 
he  can  entertain  any  pretensions  of  becoming  a  master. 
Without  this  preparation,  no  on^  will  ever  become  an 
adept  in  the  science  of  Freemasonry. 

To  supply  this  desideratum,  the  volume  called  Signs 
AND  Symbols  was  next  offered  to  the  masonic  public ; 
and  it  appears  to  have  been  fully  appreciated  by  the 
fraternity,  as  the  first  edition  of  a  thousand  copies  was 
sold  off  in  a  few  months.  In  this  work,  I  went  fully 
into  detail  on  all  the  acknowledged  emblems  by  which 
the  Order  is  distinguished,  and  explained  them  seriatim ; 
and  a  particular  index  enumerates  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred Symbols  Which  have  been  noticed  in  the  twelve 
lectures  which  complete  the  volume.  This  publication 
opened  a  very  extensive  correspondence  with  brethren  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe  where  masonry  flourishes,  and 
the  testimonies  in  its  favour  were  so  numerous  and  de- 
cisive as  to  constitute  an  unequivocal  encouragement  to 
proceed  in  my  design,  which  I  did  not  think  it  prudent 
to  decline ;  particularly  as  H.  R.  H.  the  Grand  Master, 
after  the  work  had  been  submitted  to  his  inspection  in 
MS.,  kindly  allowed  it  to  be  dedicated  to  him  ;  and  H. 
R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  Grand 
Master  of  Masoniy  in  Ireland,  and  several  of  the  nobility 
and  Provincial  Grand  Masters  extended  their  patronage 
to  it. 

The  plan  being  now  faurly  opened,  it  appeared  to  me 
to  be  necessary,  before  proceeding  further,  to  obviate  an 
objection  which  had  been  raised  against  the  mtiquity 
and  originality  of  the  Order,  by  bringing  forward  a 
series  of  authentic  evidences  to  prove  that  Freemasonry 
stand*  proudly  on  ifai  own  baas«  without  being  indebted 
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to  the  religiouB  mysteries  of  heathen  nations  ;  for  it  wai 
confidently  afBrmed  by  some  respectable  authorities,  that 
the  (ieath  of  Osiris,  Adonis,  or  Bacchus,  which  was  cele- 
brated in  those  institutions,  constituted  the  prototype  of 
the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry.  And  the  identity  of  one 
with'  the  other  was  alleged  to  be  complete,  not  only 
from  internal  evidence,  but  from  the  supposed  corre- 
spondence of  facts  and  ceremonies  with  the  IMithratic 
celebrations. 

Voltaire  had  treated  Osiris,  Hiram,  and  Christ,  as 
fabulous  avatars  of  the  same  personage.  Voluey,  Pro- 
fessor Robison,  and  others,  had  promulgated  the  same 
opinions.  In  answer  to  all  which,  Mr.  Maurice  remarks 
that,  "  in  the  pure  and  primitive  theology,  derived  from 
the  venerable  patriarchs,  there  were  certain  grand  and 
mysterious  truths,  the  object  of  their  fixed  belief,  which 
all  the  depravations  brought  into  it  by  succeeding  super- 
stitions, were  never  able  entirely  to  efface  from  the 
human  mind.  These  truths,  together  with  many  of  the 
symbols  of  that  pure  theology,  were  propagated  and  dif- 
fdsed  by  them  in  their  various  peregrinations  through 
the  higher  Asia,  where  they  have  immemorially  flour- 
ished ;  affording  a  most  sublime  and  honourable  testi- 
mony of  such  a  refined  and  patriarchal  religion  having 
actually  existed  in  the  earliest  ages  of  the  world;"  and 
this  simple  mode  of  faith  was  Freemasonry  in  its  most 
primitive  form. 

Mr.  Fellows,  an  American  writer,  promulgated  the 
opinion  that  the  cenotaph,  or  mock  coffin,  used  in  the 
anniversaries,  is  typical  of  the  death  of  the  sun  in  the 
inferior  hemisphere,  under  the  name  of  Osiris,  who  is  per- 
sonated under  the  Hiram  of  masonry."  And  De  Quincy, 
an  eminent  and  clever  writer  of  our  own  country,  adds, 
"  in  the  earlier  records  of  Greece  we  meet  with  nothing 
which  bears  any  resemblance  to  the  masonic  institution 
but  the  Orphic  Elensinian  mysteriea.   Heie»  however. 
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the  word  mytterie$  implied  not  any  occult  problem  or 
science  sought  for,  but  simple,  sensuous  and  dramatic 
representations  of  religious  ideas,  which  could  not  other- 
wise be  communicated  to  the  people  in  the  existing 
state  of  intellectual  culture.  In  the  Grecian  mys- 
teries, there  were  degrees  of  initiation  amongst  it 
members,^'  &c 

To  combat  these  erroneous  opinions,  and  to  clear  the 
way  for  future  discussion,  I  published  a  complete  view 
of  the  entire  system  of  religious  mysteries,  as  practised 
in  every  part  of  the  idolatrous  world,  under  the  name  of 
a  History  of  Initiation  ;  which,  like  the  former,  pass^ 
rapidly  through  the  first  edition ;  and  a  second  was 
published  before  the  expiration  of  the  year.  This  work 
contains  a  detailed  view  of  the  Spurious  Freemasonry 
of  India,  Egjrpt^  Persia,  Greece,  Britain,  Scandinavia, 
Mejdco,  and  Peru ;  thus  displaying  in  one  point  of  view, 
all  the  principal  mysteries  which  were  practised  over 
every  part  of  the  globe,  noting  their  resemblances  and 
peculiarities,  to  show  that  they  bad  a  common  origin, 
which  was  dated  at  a  period  anterior  to  the  general  dis- 
persion on  the  plains  of  Shinar,  and  entirely  unconnected 
with  the  traditional  origin  of  Freemasonry. . 

But  notwithstanding  the  most  complete  demonstra- 
tion of  a  case,  and  however  its  truth  may  be  apparent 
to  an  impartial  judge,  there  are  those  who  are  tardy  to 
confess  an  error  in  any  theory  which  they  have  onee 
advocated.  It  seems  on  a  par  with  an  acknowledgment 
of  mental  imbecility,  and  an  incapacity  to  detennine  a 
simple  proposition  when  submitted  to  their  unbiassed 
judgment ;  and  they  are  cautious  of  admitting  the  least 
doubt  of  the  soundness  of  their  intellect,  lest  their  lite- 
rary credit,  on  which  their  future  success  appears  to 
depend,  should  suffer  any  diminution;  for  every  man  is 
sensitively  dive,  and  pr(^rly  so,  to  the  slightest 
shadow  of  a  stain  on  his  reputation.   And  hence  arises 
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the  anomaly  of  men  persistitig  iii  error,  even  after  their 
reason  is  convinced  that  they  liave  advocated  an  un«- 
sound  hjrpothesis,  although  the  most  honourable  coarse 
would  be  to  acknowlddgc  it  untenable,  and  candidly 
regret  that  a  hastly  formed  opinion  should  have  led 
them  astray.    But  to  return. 

A  progress  thus  signalized  by  unequivocal  success 
was  not  likely  to  produce  lassitude  on  my  part.  I 
therefore  prepared  to  advance  another  step  in  my  great 
design,  by  an  endeavour  to  elucidate  the  true  philoso- 
phy of  the  Order,  to  show  it  cu  it  is,  and  not  as  it  ought 
to  be,  according  to  the  expressed  opinions  of  some  theo- 
rists; to  describe  its  construction,  to  display  its  use 
and  tendency,  and  to  enquire  whether  it  has  any  cor- 
respondence with  practical  religion,  and  the  duties 
which  are  enjoined  by  the  Most  High,  as  the  test  of 
faith  and  purity  of  heart;  for  science,  said  the  sage 
Lracagem,'  *<may  polish  the  manners,  but  virtue  and 
religion  only  can  animate  with  exalted  notions,  and 
dignify  the  mind  of  immortality ;  to  neglect  the  first,  is 
to  tarn  our  head  from  the  light  of  day.;  but  to  despise 
the  last,  is  to  grasp  the  earth  when  heaven  is  open  to 
receive  us.  A  wise  and  prudent  spirit  will  so  use  the 
one  as  to  improve  the  ether,  and  make  his  science  the 
handmaid  of  his  virtue." 

To  enunciate  the  above  particulars  I  now  anxiously 
address  myself.  Serious  doubts  had  been  entertained 
by  the  unlearned  in  its  mysteries,  whether  Freemasonry 
possessed  any  rational  claims  to  the  character  of  a 
Literary  and  Scientific  Institution;  and  these  surmises 
were  strengthened  by  the  consideration  that  no  proofs 
of  it  were  to  be  discovered  in  any  authorized  publication 
which  was  accessible  to  the  general  enquirer.  The 
absence  of  these  proofs  being  elevated  into  a  cogent 
and  unanswerable  argument  of  their  non-ejdstence,  the 
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cowan  triamphcrtl  ia  the  ima^nary  abaaement  of  a 
science  (so  called)  below  the  level  of  the  most  common 
mechanical  art ;  becanae  they  all,  itself  excepted,  could 
produce  abundant  evidences  of  their  utility,  either  in 
theoretical  lectures,  or  the  exquisite  perfection  of  their 
manual  productions;  while  nothing,  as  it  was  urged, 
appeared  on  the  surface  to  recommend  Freemasonry 
to  public  notice,  but  the  external  existence  of  the  lodge 
room,  decorated  with  symbols  of  a  technical  and  specu*- 
lative  character,  which,  like  the  complicated  diagrams 
of  a  necromancer,  might  bear  an  interpratation  either 
puerile  or  fearful,  no  one  knew  which ;  with  an  occa- 
sional procession  to  assist  at  some  operative  ceremony, 
which  terminated  in  a  banquet ;  and  there  irregularities 
were  sometimes  exhibited,  altogether  incapable  of 
extenuation  or  defence.  While  public  lectures  on  Free- 
masonry were  unknown,  it  was  deduced  that  its  utility 
and  moral  or  scientific  tendency  were  questionable,  if 
not  altogether  imaginary. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  became  necessary  to  .the 
well-being  of  the  ^rder,  that  some  attempt  should  be 
made  to  neutralize  the  effects,  if  it  were  found  imprac- 
ticable to  defeat  the  existence  of  such  unfounded  asser- 
tions. And  this  could  only  be  accomplished  by  placing 
within  the  reach  of  every  enquirer,  who  would  take  the 
•trouble  to  investigate  the  truth,  some  authentic  treatise 
on  the  peculiar  philosophy  of  the  Masonic  Order;  and 
my  previous  publications  having  established  for  me  an 
humble  claim  to  the  character  of  an  authorized  teacher 
of  Freemasonry,  it  was  suggested  by  several  scientific 
brethren,  for  whose  opinions  I  entertained  considerable 
respect,  that  the  fraternity  looked  up  tQ  me  for  some 
general  undertaking  which  might  silence  the  absurd 
cavils  of  our  opponents,  and  place  Freemasonry  on  the 
broad  basis  of  an  acknowledged  literary  institution. 

For  this  (lurpose  I  published  Twelve  Lectmres  on  the 


Thbocratio  Philosopht  of  Frebmasoney,  in  which  I 
entered  minutely  into  an  examination  of  the  speculative 
character  of  the  institution  as  a  system  of  Light  and 
Charity ;  and  of  its  operative  division  as  an  exclusively 
scientific  pursuit  which  had  been  practised  from  the 
earliest  times  in  every  country  of  the  world.  This 
enquiry  was  followed  np  by  an  historical  account  of  the 
origin,  progress,  and  design  of  the  Spurious  Freemason- 
ry. I  then  took  a  view  of  the  origin  and  use  of  hiero- 
glyphics ;  and  not  only  exemplified  the  symbols  used  in 
those  spurious  institutions  which  had  attained  the  most 
permanent  celebrity  in  the  ancient  world,  but  endea* 
voured  to  show  that  the  true  Freemasonry  in  all  ages 
was  "  veiled  in  allegory  and  illustrated  by  symbols." 
The  union  of  speculative  and  operative  masonry  then 
became  a  subject  of  discussion ;  and  I  concluded  with 
a  detailed  disquisition  on  the  form,  situation,  ground, 
extent,  and  covering  of  a  lodge,  as  well  as  an  exemplifi- 
cation on  the  beauties  of  Freemasonry,  in  which  I 
attempted  to  show  that  its  peculiar  ceremonies  and 
observances  had  been  judiciously  selected,  rationally 
maintained,  and  highly  advantageous  to  those  who  are 
versed  in  their  moral  and  symbolical  references. 

These  disquisitions  became  extremely  popular,  and  the 
edition  was  speedily  exhausted.  I  was  next  called  on  to 
show  what  masonry  was  actually  doing  at  the  present- 
period,  for  the  purpose  of  evincing  that  it  was  not  exclu* 
sively  theoretical,  but  that  whatever  had  been  advanced 
in  theory  was  verified  in  practice.  The  fourteenth 
edition  of  Preston's  Illustrations,  which  I  had  edited 
in  1829,  had  been  sold  off,  and  the  fraternity  were  anxious 
to  see  the  history  of  masonry  which  it  conteins  brought 
down  to  the  present  time ;  for  the  Order  had  flourished 
for  the  last  ten  years  beyond  all  former  precedent,  and  it 
was  thought  expedient  to  place  its  transactions  on  perma* 
nent  record*   The  History  of  Frbbmasoxiry  from  1829 


TALBOXOTOBT  ADXWBM. 


97 


to  1840  was  accordingly  prepared^  and  I  have  i^eeson  to 
belieye  that  its  publication  was  attended  with  beneficial 
consequences  to  the  Craft  in  general,  as  it  was  received 
with  marks  of  favour  by  the  universal  concurrence  of  the 
fraternity. 

During  the  whole  of  this  period  I  had  been  a  constant 
and  regular  correspondent  to  the  Freeoiasons'  Quarterly 
Beview ;  and  my  articles  in  that  useful  miscellany  were 
applied  to  the  general  ^&»emination  of  masonic  know* 
ledgCi  in  its  Speculative,  Operative,  and  Spurious 
divisions;  diversified  by  an  occasional  essay  on  its  chari- 
ties and  its  amusements.  And  I  communicated  the  more 
readily  and  cheerfully  with  this  journal,  because  I  think 
that  the  great  modificaticms  which  have  manifested  them- 
selves in  the  opinions  of  men  towards  Freemasonry  of 
late  years,  would  not  have  been  produced  without  the 
efficient  aid  of  this  powerful  engine.  It  has  effected  a 
wonderful  revolution  of  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Order  by 
mild  and  gentle  reasoning ;  and  has  rendered  extensive 
benefit  to  the  Craft  by  diflbsing  information  on  the  rules 
of  discipline  and  practice,  as  well  as  on  the  public  trans* 
actions  of  the  lodges.  To  the  blemishes  of  the  system  it 
has  applied  the  actual  cautery  with  singular  effect.  The 
patient  has,  indeed,  winced  under  the  operation ;  but  the 
cure  is  in  progress,  and  the  treatment,  however  unpalata- 
ble, is  wholesome  and  salutary,  and  cannot  fail  to  be 
productive  of  the  most  beneficial  results. 

I  had  now  arrived  at  a  period  when,  however  unmerited 
on  my  part,  my  literary  fame  stood  high  with  the  masonic 
public,  and  I  could  produce  letters  from  every  quarter  of 
the  globe  in  testimony  of  the  utility  and  general  estima- 
tion of  my  labours,  of  which  I  am,  indeed,  proud,  although 
they  have  failed  to  make  me  vainglorious.  By  nature 
humble  and  unassuming,  it  is  a  difficult  task  to  draw  m^ 
out  for  the  purpose  of  lionizing.  The  attempt  has  been 
made  at  sundry  times  and  seasons,  but  with  very  little 
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efifect.  I  still  remain  snugly  ensconsed  in  my  hollow 
tree,"  and  have  no  taste  for  the  distinction  of  exhibiting 
before  popular  assemblies.  Perhaps  I  may  be  afraid  of 
the  f«te  of  Don  Quixote,  who,  at  the  highest  pinnacle  of 
his  glory,  when  he  had  converted  two  flocks  of  sheep  into 
rival  armies,  and  saw  them  so  clearly  as  actually  to 
describe  the  armour  of  the  knights  and  the  devices  on 
their  shields,  and  at  the  moment  when  he  contemplated 
a  triumphant  charge,  was  almost  knocked  on  the  head  by 
ah  ignoble  brickbat.  However  this  may  be,  my  attempts 
have  been  unceasing  to  restore  a  sublime  Order  to  its 
legitimate  place  in  public  estimation,  from  which,  as  I 
well  recollect,  it  had  somewhat  retrograded  at  the  period 
when  the  two  great  divisions  were  united  in  1813,  proba- 
bly from,  the  petty  jealousies,  and  continued  disputes  of 
the  brethren  belonging  to  each  of  these  sections,  which 
nullified  its  claim  to  the  characteristic  of  brotherly  love. 

My  next  undertaking  was  a  great  work  on  the  His- 
torical Landmarks  of  the  Order.  The  design  was 
comprehensive,  and  was  intended  to  embrace  particular 
explanations,  both  historical,  scientific,  moral,  and  cere- 
monial, of  Symbolical,  Royal  Arch,  Inefhble,  and  Sublime 
Masonry,  including  the  military  orders  and  degrees.  But 
in  my  own  case,  as  I  had  been  before  the  masonic  public 
as  an  author  nearlv  thirty  years,  and  enjoyed  the  good 
fortune  of  being  received  with  distinguished  favour,  it 
might  be  rationally  imagined  that  I  had  employed  my 
time  unprofitably  if  I  was  not  qualified  for  the  under- 
taking. 

Besides,  as  the  Eidolon  confessed  to  Capt.  Clutterbuck, 
in  the  Introductory  Epistle  to  the  Fortunes  of  Nigel, 
while  I  please  the  public,  I  shall  probably  continue  it 
merely  for  the  pleasure  of  playing ;  for  I  have  felt  as 
strongly  as  most  folks  that  love  of  composition  which  is 
perhaps  the  strongest  of  all  instincts,  driving  the  author 
to  the  pen,  the  painter  to  the  palette,  ^ften  without 
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rttiier  ihe  chance  of  fame  or  the  prospect  of  reward." 
And  I  was  not  without  hope  that  my  project  would  be 
well  received,  if  it  were  executed  creditably. 

The  labour  required  for  the  collection  of  materials  for 
such  a  design,  which  was  originally  intended  to  be  com- 
prised in  fifty-two  lectures,  with  an  abundance  of  expla- 
natory notes,  would  doubtless  be  very  great ;  but  part  of 
the  work  had  already  been  accomplished  during  the 
researches  which  had  been  previously  made  for  former 
publications.  My  stores  were  far  from  being  exhausted ; 
and  my  previous  training  in  masonic  lore  had  not  been 
unproductive ;  yet,  I  speak  It  in  sorrow,  when  the  work 
was  fairly  launched,  and  the  preliminary  number  before 
the  public,  in  which  I  had  committed  myself  by  a  solemn 
pledge  to  carry  it  forward  to  the  end,  I  experienced 
feelings  somewhat  similar  to  those  of  Pope  when  he  had 
imdertaken  to  produce  a  translation  of  Homer.  "  What 
can  you  expect,"  he  says  to  his  firiend  Jervas,  *'from  a 
man  who  has  not  talked  these  five  days  ?  Who  is  with- 
dirawing  his  thoughts,  as  far  as  he  can,  firom  all  the 
present  world,  its  customs,  and  its  manners,  to  be  fully 
possessed  and  absorbed  in  the  past  ?  When  people  talk  of 
going  to  church,  I  think  of  sacrifices  and  libations ;  when 
I  see  the  parson,  I  address  him  as  Chryses,  priest  of 
Apollo ;  and  instead  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  I  begin, 

"Grod  of  the  silver  bow,"  dec. 

While  you  in  the  world  are  concerned  about  the  Protest- 
ant succession,  I  consider  only  how  Menelaus  may 
recover  Helen,  and  the  Trojan  war  be  put  to  a  speedy 
conclusion.  I  never  enquire  if  the  queen  be  well  or  not, 
but  heartily  wish  to  be  at  Hector's  funeral.  The  only 
things  I  regard  in  this  life  are,  whether  my  friends  are 
well ;  whether  my  translation  goes  well  on,"  &c. 

In  like  manner  my  thoughts,  wishes,  and  aspirations 
were  all  on  masonry,  and  nothing  but  masonry.  It 
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formed  the  subject  of  my  labours  by  day  aad  my  dreama 
by  Bight,  during  the  two  long  years  it  was  in  hand,  from 
the  Introduction  to  the  Index;  occupying  a  space  of 
nearly  fourteen  hundred  pages.  But  the  patronage  of 
the  Earl  of  Zetland,  the  M,  W.  Grand  Master,  by  giving 
authority  to  the  work,  was  a  full  and  adequate  recom- 
pence  for  all  my  anxiety  and  toil.  These  volumes 
embrace  a  full  and  copious  exposition  of  the  doctrine 
and  discipline,  ceremonies  and  symbols,  uot  only  of  blue 
masonry,  but  every  order  which  had  been  at  any  time 
assimilated  with  it,  whether  justly  or  unjustly,  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  a  thousand  degrees,  including  the  blue, 
red,  and  black  masonry  of  our  own  country,  and  the 
Ancien  et  Accepte  of  the  Continent  and  the  United 
States,  besides  the  speculative  systems  of  the  Orders  of 
Bruce^  the  Temple  of  Clermont,  of  Strict  Observance,  of 
Mount  Tabor,  of  Zinnendorff,  Swedenborg,  Tscboudy 
Mesmer,  Cagliostro,  and  many  other  empirics  who 
invented  systems  for  their  own  personal  emolument; 
togeth^  vdth  Adoptive,  Swedish,  Adonhiramite  masonry, 
and  other  varieties  in  different  countries  which  were 
identified  with  the  Order. 

About  this  time  certain  imputations  were  cast  upon 
Fnsemasonry,  which,  by  their  mild  and  insidious  nature, 
and  constant  repetition,  were  calculated,  as  the  eternal 
droppings  of  water  will  in  time  penetrate  and  wear  away 
the  most  solid  substances,  to  do  more  serious  injury  to 
the  cause  than  all  the  absurd  charges  that  were  ever 
urged  respecting  the  addictions  of  its  members  to  the 
ridiculous  fancies  of  Rosicrucianism  and  dii^blerie ;  be- 
cause they  attacked  it  on  the  side  of  its  religion  and 
morality,  and  would  have  converted  us  into  a  swarming 
hive  of  infidels.  These  charges  originated  in  India,  and 
had  been  deliberately  concocted,  and  circulated  in  the 
public  journals  of  the  country ;  putting  on,  like  lago,  the 
form  of  civil  and  humane  seeming,  for  the  better  com- 
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paasing  of  their  hidden  loose  affectioDs;  with  the  design 
of  withdrawing  all  good  and  pious  men  frofi  the  ranks 
of  masonry,  and  preventing  such  persons,  who,  it  ;^11 
be  believed,  constitute  our  best  and  most  valuable  mem- 
bers, from  seeking  admission  amongst  us.  And  this 
effect  it  succeeded,  in  a  few  instances,  to  produce. 

The  objections,  four  in  number,  were  stated  as  fol- 
lows:— 1.  That  a  true  Christian  cannot,  or  ought  not,  to 
join  in  masonry,  because  masons  offer  prayers  to  God 
without  the  mediation  of  a  Redeemer.  2.  Hhat  masonry 
inculcates  the  principles  of  brotherly  love  and  charity  to 
those  peculiarly  who  have  been  initiated  into  the  Order; 
whereas  such  acts,  to  be  acceptable  to  God,  should  pro-> 
ceed  from  a  love  of  him  reconciled  to  mankind  through 
the  sacrifice  of  Christ ;  any  other  motive  being  not  only 
not  acceptable,  but  sinful.  3.  That  the  mention  of  the 
Lord's  name  in  the  lodge  is  a  contravention  of  the  third 
commandment.  And  4.  That  the  Protestant  Church  of 
England  knows  nothing  of  the  society  of  Freemasons, 
and  therefote  it  is  a  desecration  to  suffer  any  section  of 
that  society  to  appear  in  the  character  of  masons  within 
the  walls  of  its  sacred  edifices. 

My  attention  was  called  to  the  subject  by  a  zealous 
mason  in  India,  who  stated  all  the  charges  seriatim  in  a 
letter  to  Dr.  Crucefix,  with  a  request  that  they  might  be 
forwarded  to  me  for  refutation.  Accordingly  I  discussed 
them  fully  in  a  series  of  papers  in  the  Freemasons' 
Quarterly  Review,  as  they  were  certain  to  reach  their 
destination  through  the  medium  of  that  periodical.  They 
were  afterwards  transferred  to  a  pamphlet  called  An 

ApOLOaY  FOR  THB  FrEB  AND  AcCBPT£D  MaSONS,  with 

additions,  in  reply  to  a  statement  which  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Blunt,  of  Helston,  in  Cornwall,  imputed  to  the  Bishop 
of  Exeter,  to  the  effect  that  the  Church  of  England 
knows  nothing  of  the  distinctive  principles  of  the  society 
of  Freemasons;"  which,  indeed,  may  be  true  in  the 
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abstract,  but  bj  no  means  available  as  a  reason  for  refus 

ing  the  use^of  a  Christiaa  church  for  a  masonic  sermon, 
because  a  numerous  host  of  the  clergy,  with  the  then 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  their  head,  belong  to  the 
masonic  body,  and  consequently  may  be  supposed  to 
know  something  of  the  distinctive  principles  of  the 
Order. 

During  the  course  of  my  researches  for  the  illustration 
of  the  Historical  Landmarks,  I  accidentally  met  with 
documents  which  singularly  enough  threw  considerable 
light  on  other  points  in  the  history  and  details  of  the 
masonic  system,  that  had  hitherto  remained  in  obscurity, 
and  respecting  which  my  enquiries  had  been  previously 
unsuccessful.  Several  intelligent  brethren  had  frequently 
expressed  an  earnest  desire  to  be  satisfied  on  certain 
undetermined  questions  which  I  was  anxious  to  resolve. 
The  result  of  these  discoveries  was  given  to  the  world  in 
two  pamphlets  on  the  Origin  of  thb  Rotal  Arch,  and 
on  the  unfortunate  Schism  which  divided  the  Craft  into 
two  independent  sections  for  more  than  half  a  century; 
both  of  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  were  satisfactory, 
and  will  set  all  speculation  on  each  of  these  subjects  at 
rest  for  ever. 

I  also  published  a  series  of  letters  on  the  Johannitb 
Masonry,  addressed  to  the  Eari  of  Aboyne,  P.  O.  M«  for 
Northamptonshire  and  Huntingdonshire,  on  which  two 
hostile  opinions  exist  amongst  the  fraternity,  although 
masonic  lodges  were  always  dedicated  ^^to  God  and 
holy  St  John,"  by  our  ancient  brethren ;  and  Scottish 
masonry  acknowledges  that  holy  Apostle  as  its  peculiar 
patron  and  tutelary  saint.'  Besides,  our  annual  festivals 
are  enjoined  to  be  celebrated  on  the  day  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist  or  St.  John  the  Evangelist;  and  down  to  a  very 
recent  period  these  two  holy  men  were  universally  con* 
sidered  the  great  parallels  of  the  Order. 

To  place  Una  important  question  on  its  {Nropar  basis, 
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and  to  aflbrd  materials  for  an  impartial  diseusaion  of  iU 
merits,  I  first  endeavoured  to  refute  a  few  objections 
which  had  been  urged  against  the  masonic  parallelism  of 
the  two  St.  Johns;  then  I  instituted  an  enquiry  whether 
the  patronage  of  masonry  was  originally  vested  in  the 
two  St.  Johns  during  the  last  century  or  at  any  earlier 
period;  and  gave  my  reasons  for  considering  each  of 
these  saints  separately  as  a  patron  of  masonry.  And 
after  a  copious  explanation  of  the  parallelism,  I  enquired 
whether  the  patronage  of  masonry  in  the  hands  of  these 
two  Christian  saints  be  strictly  conformable  with  th^ 
construction  and  character  of  the  Order ;  and  ended  with 
a  recapitulation  of  the  whole  argument,  and  a  reply  to 
some  recent  charges  which  had  been  published  respect- 
ing the  Bosicrucian  origin  of  the  Order. 

These  charges  are  of  very  ancient  date,  for  anti*masona 
have  existed  in  every  age  of  the  world,  although  they 
have  been  recently  adduced  as  novelties,  and  there  is 
nothing  new  under  the  sun.  Passing  over  Sanballat  and 
his  associates,  the  first  anti-mason  we  read  of  in  Chria- 
tian  times  was  called  Simon  Magus,  who  mistook,  as  all 
his  followers  have  done  to  the  present  day,  the  system 
of  Christianity  for  a  species  ^f  BosicmciaDism,  by  the 
exercise  of  which  the  Apostles  were  enabled  to  perform 
miracles  and  alter  the  ordinary  oourse  of  nature.  Hii 
fate  is  well  Imown.  He  was  followed  by  Baijesiis, 
struck  with  blindness  by  St.  Paul ;  the  Nicolaitans,  and 
the  Q-nostics.  Then  came  Hymenseus,  Marcion  the  tee- 
totaller, Alexander  the  coppersmith,  and  the  actors  in 
the  ten  Bonum  persecutions.  A  goodly  company;  with 
whose  proceedings  and  character  the  modem  cowan 
appears  ambitious  to  be  classed. 

One  of  his  most  famous  protot3rpes  is  the  celebrated 
Manes,  who,  like  Simon  Magus  and  the  anti-masons  of  ^ 
our  own  times,  endeavoured  to  identify  the  system  of 
lif^  with  the  ocealt  philosophy  and  the  practice  of 
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judicial  astronomy,  which  was  afterwards  called  Rosi- 
crucianisxn.  He,  like  hir  predecessor  Marcion,  recom- 
mended total  abstinence  from  intoxicating  liquors,  and 
snbstituted  in  their  stead  various  amulets  and  charms  as  a 
protection  from  danger.  Another  worthy  of  the  same 
class  was  the  impostor  Basilides,  whose  Powers  and 
Intelligences,  good  and  evil  angels,  with  his  Serpent 
Serapis,  Abraxas,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  demons, 
our  opponents  would  fain  identify  with  Freemasonry; 
but  the  utter  absurdity  of  his  doctrines  and  practices 
constitutes  an  undeniable  proof  that  they  have  no  alli- 
ance with  its  principles. 

The  catalogue  might  have  been  extended  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  terminating  with  the  worthies  Barruel  and 
Robison,  Soane  and  E.  C.  Fryer;  for  every  age  abounds 
with  them ;  including  Voltaire,  Paine,  and  Carlisle  in 
the  old  world,  and  Morgan,  AUyn,  Stone,  and  Bernard  in 
the  new.  In  company  with  such  worthy  associates,  par 
nobile  fratrum,  the  cowan  will  doubtless  consider  it  hon* 
curable  to  persevere ;  and  it  may  therefore  be  expected 
that  the  Order  will  never  be  without  opponents,  to 
restrict  its  means  of  doing  good. 

During  the  latter  part  of  my  masonic  career,  I  have 
received  frequent  and  particular  enquiries  respecting 
masonic  ceremonies  of  public  and  private  occurrences, 
about  which  the  information  has  been  scantily  imparted, 
and  consequently  an  exact  uniformity  is  scarcely  to  be 
found.  Oi^  public  occasions  particularly,  such  as  pro« 
cessions,  footstones,  &c.,  a  great  diversity  of  practice  has 
existed  in  different  localities ;  and  visiting  brethren  have 
found  it  difficult  to  reconcile  the  anomalies  which  they 
have  discovered  in  various  lodges,  where  accident  or 
defflgn  has  induced  them  to  be  presentv  Enquiries  into 
the  practice  of  antiquity  respecting  ceremonies  on  which 
tile  Book  of  Constitutions  is  silent,  and  consequently 
much  is  left  to  the  knowledge  or  discretion  of  mastera 
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of  lodges,  have  been  numerous  and  pressing,  and  d^ 
scended  to  the  minutest  particulars;  even  to  the  form 
and  colour  of  every  article  of  the  dress  of  a  Master 
Mason,  from  the  hat  6n  his  head  to  the  buckle  of  his 
shoe ;  the  former  Wing  supposed  to  be  necessarily  trian- 
gular, and  the  latter  an  oblong  square. 

Although  I  have  never  omitted  to  comply  with  such 
requests,  but  have  always  placed  myself  at  the  command 
of  the  fraternity,  as  a  reasonable  tribute  of  gratitude  for 
the  continual  marks  of  uninterrupted  favour  with  which 
I  have  been  honoured ;  yet  it  was  at  length  suggested 
that  if  all  points  of  enquiry  were  collected,  and  cate- 
gorically arranged  in  the  form  of  a^and-Book,it  would 
dbnstitute  an  acceptable  present  to  the  Craffc,  as  an  use* 
fill  Manual  which  might  be  at  every  brother's  disposal, 
sad  referred  to  on  all  occasions  as  an  authority  from 
which  there  could  be  no  appeal.  And  accordingly  I 
took  the  hint,  and  issued  the  Book  of  thb  Lodge,  which 
I  have  no  doubt  will  be  esteemed  a  necessary  companion 
to  every  brother  who  is  desirous  of  obtaining,  at  little 
expence  and  trouble,  correct  information  on  the  rites  and 
eeremonies  of  the  Order. 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  in  this  gossiping  Address,  which 
is  confined  to  no  particular  subject,  if  I  subjoin  a  few 
observations  on  the  symbolical  and  actual  habiliments  of 
a  Master  Mason,  as  enjoined  by  authority  in  other  times ; 
wMeh  I  think  I  have  not  enlarged  on  elsewhere.  At  the 
revival  in  17]  7,  it  was  directed — ^and  that  there  might  be 
no  mistake  about  the  matter,  the  canon  was  inserted  by 
Anderson  and  Desaguliers  in  the  earliest  code  of  lectures 
known,,  that  the  symbolical  clothing  of  a  Master  Mason 
was,  ''skull  cap  and  jacket  yellow,  and  nether  garments 
blue.''  After  the  middle  of  th%  century  he  was  said  to 
be  "clothed  in  the  old  colours,"  viz,,  purple,  crimson, 
aod  blue ;  and  the  reason  assigned  for  it  was,  "because 
they  are  royal,  and  such  as  the  ancient  kings  and  princes 
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u«ed  to  wear ;  and  we  are  informed  by  sacred  history, 
that  the  veil  of  the  Temple  was  composed  of  tiiiose 
colours;*'  and  therefore  they  were  considered  peculiarly 
appropriate  to  a  professor  of  a  royal  art."  The  actual 
dress  of  a  Master  Mason  was,  however,  a  full  suit  of 
black,  with  white  neckcloth,  apron,  gloves,  and^tockings; 
the  buckles  being  of  silver,  and  the  jewel  suspended 
ftom  a  white  ribbon  by  way  of  collar.  This  disposition 
prevailed  until  the  Union  in  1813,  when  it  was  ordered 
that  in  future  the  Grand  Officers  should  be  distinguished 
by  purple,  the  Grand  Stewards  by  crimson,  and  the 
Master  Mason  by  blue,  thus  reverting  to  the  old  co- 
lours "  of  our  ancient  brethren. 

It  will  have  been  observed,  that  throughout  theai 
desultory  remarks,  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  those  sub- 
ordinate parts  of  an  author's  employment,  which  consist 
in  editing  and  illustrating  the  works  of  other  men, 
although  the  undertaking  is  of  a  more  laborious  nature 
than  writing  an  original  work.  It  requires  deep  consi- 
deration to  dive  into  the  private  thoughts  of  others,  and 
penetrate  the  hidden  meaning  of  abstruse  passages  which 
apply  to  another  state  of  society.  The  masonic  writings 
of  our  brethren  of  the  last  century  are  few  in  number, 
and  had  become  scarce  and  inaccessible ;  although  they 
are  of  great  value,  inasmuch  as  they  delineate  the  gradual 
improvements  of  the  Order,  and  mark  the  process  by 
which  it  imperceptibly  disarmed  its  adversaries,  and  coi>- 
verted  them  into  firm  and  active  friends. 

For  many  years  after  the  great  revival.  Freemasonry 
was  considered  a  paradox  beyond  the  comprehension  of 
ordinary  capacities.  As  the  mystical  institution  silently 
forced  itself  into  notice,  the  world  wondered,  and  some  dar- 
ing spirits  ventured  to  assail  it  with  the  shafts  of  ridicule. 
Indeed,  so  much  importance  was  attached  to  its  proceed- 
ings, that  even  Hogarth  and  Swift  did  not  disdain  to  join 
in  the  hostile  array.  The  clamour  was,  however,  allayed 
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by  the  judicious  efforts  of  Anderson,  Desaguliers,  Martin 
CUure,  Calcott,  Dunckerley,  Sinith,  Hut^diinsont  PrestoUi 
Inwood,  and  other  gifted  brothers,  who  quietly  explained 
ite  principles,  and  directed  public  notice  to  the  virtues 
which  it  inculcated,  and  to  the  symbols  in  which  they 
were  unbedded  and  preserved.  Many  valuable  fragments 
are  unfortunately  lost,  but  the  Remains  are  amply  suffi- 
cient to  excite  the  attention  of  the  fraternity.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  conceived  that  an  acceptable  ser- 
vice would  be  rendered  the  Craft,  by  collecting  the  scat- 
tered rays  of  Light  and  bringing  them  into  one  focus, 
that  tiiey  might  contribute  their  aid  to  the  general  illus- 
tration of  the  science. 

The  above  authors  left  behind  them  detached  pieces 
on  the  subject  of  Freemasonry  which  are  of  great  value ; 
and  they  have  been  collected  and  reproduced  under  the 
gmeral  title  of  the  Golden  Remains  of  the  Earlt 
Masonic  Wbiters;  which  consist  of  five  volumes  oa 
Masome  Institutes,  Principles  and  Practices,  Persecutions, 
Doctrines,  and  Morality ;  each  volume  being  introduced 
by  an  original  Essay  on  one  of  the  following  subjects, 
viz*,  the  Masonic  Literature  of  the  eighteenth  century ; 
tiie  sociid  Position  of  Symbolical  Masonry  at  the  sama 
period ;  Usages  and  Customs ;  Masonic  Tests ;  and  Cy- 
pher Writing.  In  the  mean  time,  new  editions  of  the 
entire  w<Mrks  of  Hutchinson,  Preston,  and  Ashe,  were 
published  under  my  editorial  superintendence.  In  a  catar 
logoe  raisonn^  of  my  masonic  labours,  these  trifles  need 
only  be  mentioned  as  forming  a  series  of  adjuncts  to  the 
general  design,  like  the  statues  er  pictures  that  adorn 
ihe  walls  of  a  lodge-room,  which  is  perfect  in  its  construc- 
tion without  them,  but  more  ornamental  and  pleaaii^  to 
tlie  eye  by  tiieir  assistance. 

The  following  work  completes  the  series,  tad  oonstt* 
tutes  the  cope-stone  of  the  edifice,  by  ezhibitiiig  a  view 
ef  the  ultimate  revtuig-'plaee  to  which  all  men  aapin, 
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and  which  offers  itself  prominently  to  the  eye  of  the 
mason  every  time  he  enters  the  lodge.  The  steps  which 
lead  to  it  are  gradual  and  progressive. 

By  jutit  degrees  they  evory  moment  rue. 
Fill  the  wido  earth,  oud  momit  imto  the  skies. 

Pope. 

The  Holy  Bible  forms  the  basis  of  this  great  moral 
machine*  It  rests  on  the  altar  of  Omnipotence,  and  pro- 
elaims  the  rewards  of  faith  and  practice ;  while  the  Lad- 
der connects  earth  with  heaven,  where  the  perfect  mason 
hopes  to  consummate  his  worldly  labours,  and  receive 
the  recompence  of  his  fidelity. 

I  now  feel  like  the  architect,  who,  seeing  that  his  plan 
in  the  erection  of  a  magnificent  edifice  is  nearly  com- 
pleted, entertains  some  fears  lest  the  finishing  ornaments 
diould  deform  the  whole  building.  My  Lodge  has  been 
erected  according  to  the  established  rules  of  art;  the 
floor  has  been  consecrated,  the  internal  decoratioin  dis- 
posed in  order,  and  not  a  single  indispensable  ceremony 
has  been  omitted,  which  might  tend  to  confer  the  attri* 
bute  of  perfection  on  the  whole  design ;  but  as  the  hawk, 
when  certain  of  his  quarry,  sometimes  suffers  the  fate 
which  he  tries  to  inflict,  I  must  take  especial  care  that  I  do 
not  impale  myself  on  the  heron's  threatening  bill.  The 
covering  is  the  most  important  portion  of  a  lodge,  and, 
to  make  it  perfect,  requires  a  judicious  combination  of 
skill  and  judgment.  In  this  volume  the  experiment  is 
made,  but  it  needs  the  decision  of  the  fraternity  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  will  be  attended  with  success. 

That  a  fund  of  useful  information  is  spread  over  the 
volume,  which  is  not  contained  in  any  of  my  former 
works,  will  admit  of  neither  doubt  nor  denial.  And  be 
the  jn^^gment  of  the  brethren  what  it  may,  I  shall  not 
iflurtate  the  example  of  the  Archbishop  of  Ghnnada,  after 
his  fit  of  apoplexy,  who  eiqpoatulated  with  his  ciitic>  hj 


observing,  Say  no  more,  my  child/'  said  he,  you  are 
yet  too  raw  to  make  proper  dicrtinctions.  Know  that  I 
never  composed  a  better  homily  than  that  which  you 
disapprove  {  for  my  genioB,  thank  heaven,  hath  as  yet 
lost  nothing  of  its  vigour.  Henceforth  I  will  make  a 
better  choice  of  a  confidante.  Adieu,  Mr,  Gil  Bias,  I 
wish  you  all  manner  of  prosperity,  with  a  little  more 
taste." 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  open  to  lair  and  gentlemanly 
criticism;  and  although.  I  may  be  mortified  finding 
hard-earned  fame  melt  away  like  an  icicle  in  the  sun, 
yet  I  shall  not  complain  if  you,  my  dear  brethren,  pro- 
nounce it  to  be  y6ur  deliberate  opinion  that  my  late 
severe  indisposition  has  impaired  my  faculties,  and  dis^ 
qualified  me  for  a  masonic  writer.  It  is  rather  late  in 
life  to  divest  myself  of  habits  of  thinking  and  acting 
which  I  have  fostered  for  nearly  half  a  century,  and  which 
have  constituted  almost  the  only  source  of  pleasure  and 
gratification  in  which  I  have  freely  indulged  during  that 
extended  .period;  but  I  shall  endeavour  to  lay  them  aside 
in  cheerful  acquiescence  with  the  decision  of  those  who 
are  better  judges  than  myself,  if  the  opinion  should  prove 
to  be  unfavourable.  I  entertain,  however,  a  sangi^ine 
hope  that  you  will  consider  the  covering  to  be  at  least 
equi^  to  the  rest  of  the  fikbric,  and  that  the  copenstone 
adds  beauty  ratiier  than  deformity  to  the  w<n*k.  Should 
my  anticipations  be  correct,  your  approval  will  be  a  cheer- 
ing reflection  at  the  latter  end  of  a  life  spent  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  fraternity^ 

The  above  confessions  may  throw  some  light  on  the 
origin  and  design  of  publications  which  have  long  been 
familiar  to  you.  The  most  satisfactory  method  of  dis- 
playing the  usefulness  of  a  science,  is  not  by  merely 
shovring  the  extent  of  its  application,  but  also  the  divers- 
ity of  subjects  which  it  embraces;  and  this  has  been  my 
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object  throughout  the  whole  of  my  publications.  If  a 
pursuit  is  to  be  estimated  aceording  to  its  results,  Free- 
masonry may  be  safely  classed  amongst  the  most  com- 
prehensive of  human  sciences,  and  therefore  the  best 
adapted  to  the  state  of  man  on  earth.  And  it  is  idle  to 
object  that  its  fruits  do  not  appear  in  every  initiated  bro- 
ther. For  if  it  were  worth  while  to  investigate  the 
number  of  dabblers  in  any  given  science,  we  should  find 
that  those  who  really  excel  bear  no  greater  proportion  to 
those  who  fail,  than  may  be  traced  in  Freemasonry.  The 
sciences  of  music,  drawing,  architecture,  chemistry,  and 
various  others,  have  myriads  of  tyros,  but  few  masters ; 
and  the  €u  DodoMum,  the  loudest  talker  in  these  wordy 
days,  is  frequently  the  most  shallow. 

It  may  be  readily  admitted,  that  there  are  a  great  num- 
ber of  masons  who  are  contented  with  very  trifling 
loquirements  in  the  art.  So  much  the  worse  for  them. 
But  it  will  not  follow  that  we  possess  no  shining  exam- 
ples of  excellence,  although,  from  the  nature  of  the  insti- 
tution, they  are  necessarily  confined  to  the  atmosphere 
of  their  own  particular  localities ;  for  no  lodge  can  flour* 
ish  for  any  length  of  time  except  it  possesses  some 
intelligent  master  spirit  to  conduct  its  -  proceedings. 
Freemasonry  is  not  a  science  that  admits  of  itinerant 
lecturing ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the 
uninitiated  public  know  much  about  it ;  and  consequently 
their  conjectures  are  vpry  wide  of  the  truth.  They  shoot 
their  arrows  wildly,  and  seldom  hit  the  mark.  Guessing 
is  an  unsatisfactory  employment,  and  they  are  more  pro- 
fitably engaged  in  the  macaronic  diction  of  the  G-mbbian 
ExpostulantiuBcula, 

Qui  pro  niperkin  danuBit,  quaternque  liquoris 
j         Qnem  vocitant  homines  Brandy,  superi  Cherrjbnmdj, 
Siepe  iHi  long-out,  Vel  shori-cnt  (returns)  flare  tobaooo 
SttitteUli  pipes. 
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Freeaaaaoniy  is  a  Meret  institntion;  and  iti  peouliar 
Ibenefiis  are  limited  to  its  own  body.  And  although  we 
aot  upon  the  ancient  principle  of  proad  kinc  qtdvit  sceie^tmt 
yet  our  lodges  are  open  to  all  good  and  worthy  men,  and 
our  mysteries  are  hidden  from  none  but  those  whose 
presence  would  be  of  doubtful  b^efit,  either  to  them- 
■dves  or  the  Order.  We  do  not  invite  adherents,  and 
therefore  none  can  be  disappointed.  But  we  rejoice 
when  men  of  name  in  science  or  literature  solicit  admis^ 
sion  lunongst  us,  because  we  may  confidently  anticipate 
that  the  expectations  of  every  person  -who  possesses 
taste  and  judgment  will  l)e  fully  realized,  and  the  pur- 
suits of  masonry  be  congenial  to  his  mind. 

I  keep  lingering  over  my  task,  and  continue  to  scrib- 
ble for  lack  of  moral  courage  to  pronounce  the  word 
"Farewell"  to  those  dear  brethren  and  kind  friends 
by  whom  I  have  ever  been  so  well  received  and  bounte- 
ously treated.  Jucundi  acti  labores.  And  still  the  bene- 
diction must  be  uttered;  for  ^'the  best  of  friends  must 
part,"  and  the  most  intimate  and  beloved  connections 
will  be  severed  in  the  end.  In  my  various  publications 
I  have  endeavoured  to  redeem  the  Order  from  the  charge 
of  frivolity,  which  was  brought  against  it  in  the  last 
century,  by  showing  its  applicability  to  many  of  the 
sciences — have  portrayed  its  literary  character — I  have 
pointed  out  the  various  sources  of  amusement  and 
instruction  of  which  it  is  the  author  and  dispenser;  and 
in  this,  my  closing  work,  I  have  shown  how,  in  concur- 
rence with  other  causes,  its  sincere  professors,  through 
the  merits  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  may 
find  their  way  to  another  and  a  better  world.  My  labours 
cannot  have  a  more  satisfactory  termination.  I  am 
vergmg  on  that  period  which  our  Grand  Master  David 
pronounces  to  be  "labour  and  sorrow,"  soon  to  pass 
away  and  be  gone ;  and  it  is  extremely  probable  tiiat  the 
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fhiternity  will  hear  little  more  about  me,  except  in  au 
occasional  Paper  in  the  Freemasons'  Quarterly  Magaxine 
and  Review ! 

I  now  sabscribe  myself, 

Dear  Brethren  and  Friends, 

Your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 
GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D. 


SCOPWICK  ViCA&AaB, 

Oct.  Ut,  1850. 


TEE  SYMBOL  OF  GIOST. 


THE 


SYMBOL  OF  GLORY. 


LECTURE  I. 


TO 

BBO.  BDMTND  A.  RAYMOND,  ESQ.,       O.  M. 

  REV.  GEO.  M.  RANDALL,  D.  G.  H. 

— -  JOHN  J.  ftORING,  ESQ.,  S.  G.  W. 

THOMAS  M.  VINSON,  ESQ.,  J.  G.  W. 

—  CHARLES  W.  MOORE,  ESQ.,  G.  SEO. 

—  THOMAS  TOLMAN,  ESQ.,  G.  TRBA* 

Cf  theQ.L.  of  Mas9achu9etU,  V.  S. 


Dear  Brethren,  Friends  and  Associates, 

As  the  first  and  chief  Grand  Lodffe  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  it  will  be  needless  tor  me  to  assure  you  of 
the  high  value  which  I  place  on  the  masonic  digni^  that 

Jou  have  conferred  upon  me  in  a  manner  not  merely 
attering  to  my  feelings,  but  peculiarly  honourable  as 
an  unequivocal  testimony  of  your  appreciation  of  my 
masonic  labours. 

It  is  an  exalted  step,  to  which  my  humble  ambition 
had  never,  even  in  thought,  aspired;  and  I  am  pioud  to 
have  this  public  opportmiity  of  testifying  my  gratitude. 
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I  would  convince  the  gainsaycrs  that  masens  entertain  a 
strong  sense  of  obligation  fioir  favours  received ;  and  show 
them  that  in  the  Lodge,  as  well  as  in  the  world,  the 
incitements  to  a  cai;^er  of  virtue  do  not  fail  to  bring 
forth  the  fruits  of  good  living,  to  the  honour  and  glory 
of  T  G  A  O  T  U. 

In  my  intercourse  with  mankind  on  the  subject  of 
Freemasonry,  I  have  been  accustomtjd  to  class  its  oppo- 
nents under  three  distinct  heads.  1.  Those  who  nate 
masonry  because  it  is  a  secret  institution,  without  being 
able  to  assign  an  adequate  reason  for  their  dislike.  2.  Those 
who  live  ill  the  neighbourhood  of  an  ill-conducted  lodge, 
and  see  tl^^c  evil  consequences  which  result  from  care- 
lessness on  the  one  hand,  or  intemperance  on  the  other. 
And  3.  Those  who  are  desirous  of  admission,  and  do  not 
possess  the  requisite  courage  to  encounter  the  presumed 
terrors  of  initiation. 

These  classes  are  equally  destitute  of  the  most  essential 
virtues  of  the  masonic  order,  fiiith,  and  hope,  and  charity. 
Believing  nothing — hoping  nothing — like  the  magician, 
Happuck,  in  the  fairy  tale,  they  entertain  the  most  inve- 
terate feelings"  towards  Freemasonrv,  because  it  favours 
the  cause  of  virtue;  and  against  which  their  objections 
are  unsupported  by  the  slightest  shadow  of  evidence. 
All  argument  with  them  is  therefore  useless.  One  of 
them  being  asked  why  he  continued  to  oppose  Free- 
masonry, when,  if  he  would  take  the  trouble  to  read  the 
publications  of  the  Order,  his  prejudices  would  be  effectu- 
ally removed,  very  coolly  replied :  *'  Perhaps  so — but  I 
never  do  read!'*  This  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  anecdote 
of  Don  Pedro's  private  confessor,  who,  when  exhorting 
the  Portuguese  to  battle,  assured  them  that  if  they  should 
fall,  they  would,  that  very  night,  eat  their  suppers  with 
the  blessed.  With  this  assurance  they  went  to  battle 
^d  were  defeated,  the  holy  confessor  being  tlie  first  to 
run  away.  One  of  his  companions  shouted  to  him — 
"How  is  this  Father y  Did  you  not  tell  us  that  those 
who  fell  should  sup  in  Paradise?"  "Yes,"  said  the 
confessor,  "but  I  never  eat  suppera!" 

None  of  the  above  mentioned  classes  have  any  just 
grounds  of  complaints;  and  their  tirades  against  the 
Order  are  therefore  gratuitous  in  thi^ir  motive,  and  unjust 
in  their  end.  The  divine  sdenee  is  perfectly  unobtrusiye; 
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it  is  not  foreed  on  their  notice ;  it  punues  the  even  tenor 
of  its  way,  and  interferes  with  no  other  society  or  class 
of  men  whatever.  Where,  then,  lies  the  grievance?  How 
are  they  injured?  Does  it  monopolize  any  of  their  privi- 
l^es — does  it  deprive  them  of  any  advantage— does  it 
supersede  any  of  tneir  enjoyments? 

Nothing  like  it.  It  offers  no  disturbance  to  their  habits 
of  thought;  it  prevents  no  course  of  study,  proscribes 
none  of  their  amusements,  nor  defeats  wy  of  their  plans, 
whether  domestic,  civil,  or  religious.  Where,  then,  does 
the  shoe  pinch?  This  question  is  answered  by  the  stoij 
of  the  banishment  of  Aristides  from  Athens,  because  his 
sense  of  honour  and  justice  was  too  ^at  to  allow  him 
to  prostitute  his  principles  at  the  bidding  of  a  successful 
rival. 

But,  perhaps,  they  complain  that  if  masonry,  as  is 
asserted,  possesses  any  peculiar  benefits  and  advantages, 
they  ought  to  share  in  them.  It  is  a  fair  presumption ; 
but  it  contains  a  full  refutation  of  their  own  arguments 
and  objections.  .  For  the  benefits  of  masonry  are  open 
to  their  acceptance.  They  are  refused  to  none  who  are 
worthy;  and  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that  they 
ought  to  be  conferred  alike  on  the  good  and  the  bad.  It 
would  be  like  casting  our  pearls  before  swine;  as  they 
might  thus  be  converted  to  an  evil  purpose,  and  reflect 
equal  disgrace  on  the  institution  and  themselves. 

If  all  the  professors  of  our  noble  and  sublime  science 
would  endeavour  to  merit  the  character  of  good  and 
worthy  masons,  by  a  regular  attendance  on  the  duties  of 
the  Lodge ;  by  studying  the  peculiar  principles  of  mason- 
ry, which  I  have  embodied  m  the  present  volume;  and 
by  practising  in  their  several  stations  the  precepts  which 
are  there  inculcated,  then  would  our  opponents  see  and 
acknowledge  the  pre-eminent  beauties  of  the  Order,  and 
be  fully  convinced  that  Speculative  Masonry  is  something 
more  than  an  empty  name. 

In  order  to  effect  this  purpose,  I  have  taken  the 
hberty, 

M.  W.  Grand  Master, 

And  my  worthy  peers. 

The  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 

To  dedicate  to  you  the  following  Lecture,  containing 


THE  SYMBOL 


some  muggentiam  which,  it  is  h<med,  will  iBfirit  yMor 
attention;  and  to  subscribe  mjweiii 

With  great  respect, 

And  fraternal  affection. 
Your  obedient  Servant  and  Brother, 
GEO.  OLIVER,  D-R, 
Past  D.  G.  M.  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 


SCOPWICK  VlCARAGB, 

Jyne  1,  1849. 


OP  vuamXt 


On  the  present  state  (f  the  Masonic  Science. 


**Tn  that  tyme,  throggh  good  Gkmetry, 
Thys  onest  craft  of  good  Maaonxy 
Wes  ordeynt  and  mode  yn  thys  manere, 
Ycownterfetyd  of  thys  derkys  y  fere ; 
At  these  lordys  prayers  they  cownterfetyd  Gemetry, 
And  gaf  hyt  the  name  of  Masonry — 
Far  m  most  oneste  oraft  of  alle." 

Ancient  Maaokio  MS. 

**Law8  convenient,  proper,  and  effectire  at  the  time  in  which 
they  were  made,  hare  not  been  altered  to  accord  widi  the  altered 
cironmBtanoes  of  Freemasonry,  and  the  extension  of  the  Lodges  and 
localities  of  the  fraternity.  Such  alterations  must,  howeyer,  be  made 
in  Freemasonry  in  accoraance  with  the  landmarks  of  the  Order,  which 
in  this  as  in  all  other  cases  must  be  kept  holy  and  inviolate." 

Freemasons'  Quarteblt  Bbview,  1847. 

In  mj  letters  to  the  Earl  of  Aboyne,  P.  (3-.  M.  for 
the  counties  of  Northampton  and  Huntiiigdon,  on  the 
Johannite  Masonry,  I  threw  out  a  hint,  that,  on  account 
of  the  altered  state  of  society  since  our  present  Lodge 
Lectures  were  framed  by  the  Lodge  of  Keconciliation, 
and  enjoined  by  authority  in  1814,  a  new  revision  was 
become  necessary,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  an  im- 
proved mode  of  thought  arising  out  of  the  many  extrsr 
ordinary  and  unexpected  sources  of  information  which 
have  been  thrown  open  to  the  fraternity,  by  the  rapid 
strides  that  science  is  making  at  the  present  period,  and 
the  many  new  y^cles  for  the  propagation  of  knowledge 
which  have  become  accessible  by  means  of  literary  and 
philosophical  societies,  reading  rooms,  mechanics'  insti- 
tateSy  and  the  exertions  of  itinerant  lecturers  to  familiarize 
the  most  abstruse  soientific  and  philosophical  subjects  to 
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the  capacities  of  all  classes  of  mankind,  which  unite  their 
aid  to  enlighten  the  understanding,  and  improve  the 
morals  of  the  present  generation. 

Since  the  publication  of  these  Letters,  I  have  given 
my  undivided  attention  to  that  particular  subject,  and 
am  now  fully  convinced  that  such  a  revision  would  be 
attended  with  essential  benefits  to  the  Order.  The 
masonic  experience  which  I  acquired  durinff  my  occu- 
pation of  the  chair  of  a  private  Lodge  for  eleven  years 
m  the  whole,  succeeded  by  the  sole  management  of  a 
large  and  populous  Province  for  nearly  the  same 
length  of  time,  enables  me  to  speak  with  some  degree 
of  confidence,  on  all  subjects  connected  with  the  de- 
tails, as  well  as  the  general  principles  of  the  Order. 
And  having  observed,  with  feelings  of  sorrow  and 
regret,  its  sensible  decline  in  my  own  Province  since 
the  period  of  my  decadence  from  that  high  office,  a 
few  remarks  on  the  above  subjects  may  neither  be 
unacceptable  nor  inappropriate. 

Some  years  ago,  tne  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  issued 
a  j>aper  of  Queries  to  every  private  Lodge  under  its 
jurisdiction,  that  the  general  opinion  of  the  Craft 
might  be  collected  as  to  the  best  means  of  improving 
the  Order  of  Freemasonry."  Amongst  these  queries 
we  find  the  follovring.  "Is  the  Order  improving 
or  declining?  If  declining,  to  what  cause  ao  you 
attribute  its  decay?  What  is  the  prevailing  opinion 
among  persons  not  of  the  Order  respecting  masonry? 
Is  masonry  reputable  or  disreputable  in  your  neigh- 


improving  the  state  of  the  Order  ?" 

If  some  such  course  were  adopted  by  other  G-rand 
Lodges,  it  miffht  lead  to  a  very  useful  result;  for 
we  frequently  bear  the  enquiry  repeated  by  the  non- 
masonic  world,  that,  in  the  present  stirring  times, 
while  scienoe  has  been  so  rapidly  on  the  advance,  what 
has  Freemasonry  accomplished?  This  is  a  question 
which  every  right  minded  brother  would  rejoice,  for 
the  credit  of  the  Order,  to  see  triumphantly  answered 
by  a  detail  of  the  advantages  which  mankind  have 
derived  from  its  successful  exertions,  or  the  happy 
application  of  ita  principles  to  the  general  benefit  df 
•ooiety* 


bourhood  ? 
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Now  it  is  well  known  that  the  operation  of  Free- 
masonry is  confined,  in  a  great  measure,  to  morals; 
although  it  is  not  without  a  just  «laim  to  some  degree 
of  ment  as  a  teacher  of  science.  And  if  We  trace  its 
progress  for  the  last  thirty  years  in  every  quarter  of 
the  fflobe  where  it  flourishes,  we  shall  find  it  fairly 
entitled  to  its  share  in  the  polite  literature  of  the  day, 
sanctioned  by  Grand  Lodges,  and  patronized  by  wise 
and  benevolent  Grand  Masters.  These  writings  have 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  general  amelioration  of 
the  mor^rls,  and  improvement  in  the  tastes  and  man- 
ners of  men  which  distinguish  the  nineteenth  century 
of  Christianity. 

The  system  of  Freemasonry  at  the  present  day,  is 
marked  by  an  adherence  to  the*  good  old  custom,  so 
strongly  recommended  and  assiduously  practised  by 
the  masonic  worthies  of  the  last  century,  and  imitated 
by  many  other  public  bodies  of  men,  of  assembling 
the  brethren  of  a  Province  annually  under  their  own 
Banner,  and '  marching  in  solemn  procession  to  the 
House  of  God,  to  offer  up  their  thanksgivings  in  the 
public  congregation  for  the  blessings  of  the  preceding 
years;  to  pray  for  mercies  in  prospect,  and  to  hear 
from  the  pulpit  a  disquisition  on  tne  moral  and  re- 
ligious purposes  of  the  Order.  It  is  to  this  custom 
that  we  are  indebted  for  those  invaluable  treasures  of 
masonic  literature  that  are  exhibited  in  the  printed 
discourses  of  our  clerical  brethren.  As  for  instance, 
those  of  our  Reverend  brothers  Harris  and  Town, 
flJ.  S.  of  America) ;  Inwood  and  Jones,  (Kent) ;  Haver- 
neld,  (Hampshire);  Dr.  Carwithen,  (Devon);  Dr.  Orme 
(Lincolnshire);  Grylls,  (Cornwall);  Erskine  Nealq, 
Freeman,  (Suffolk);  Walker,  (West  Yorkshire);  Percy, 
(Dorset) ;  Roberts,  (Monmouth);  Gilmour  Robinson, 
(West  Lancashire);  Buckeridge,  (Staffordshire);  Brode- 
rip,  (Somersetshire);  Taylor,  (Cheshire);  Archdeacon 
Mant,  (Ireland);  Eyre  Poole,  (Bahamas);  Hovenden 
and  Ruspini,  (Bengal);  and  many  other  talented  and 
pious  brethren  whose  names  it  would  be  tedious  to 
enumerate.  . 

This  custom  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  ensure  the 
popularity  of  the  Order,  and  create  a  respect  for  its 
noly  principles  in  the  public  mind.    I  much  regret 
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that  8  practice  so  consoaant  with  the  original  design 
of  maaonry  should  have  been  discontinued  in  ray  own 
Province,  and  exchanged  for  other  public  observances, 
which,  though  they  may  be  innocent,  are  a  novel  intro- 
duction; and  in  my  opinion,  an  application  of  divine 
masonry  to  purposes  that  were  never  contemplated  at 
its  original  institution.  "This  hint  may  not  be  without 
its  use  in  other  localities ;  and  if  the  one  must  needs  be 
done  let  not  the  other  be  omitted. 

The  above  custom  would  also  be  a  means  of  pro- 
moting and  encouraging  that  great  attribute  of  the 
order — ^Equality.  But  lest  this  principle  should  be 
confounded  with  the  communism  and  fraternization 
which  have  worked  such  irreparable  mischief  in  other 
countries,  it  may  be  useful  shortly  to  explain  its  design 
and  reference  as  used  by  the  Free  and  Accepted  mason* 
The  system  of  equality  observed  in  a  mason's  lodge, 
teaches  the  doctrine  of  mutual  wants  and  mutual  assist- 
ance, and  destroys  the  unsocial  vice  of  Pride,  by  the 
operation  of  which  one  man  is  induced  to  despise  his 
brother,  as  though  he  was  not  formed  of  the  same  clay 
as  himself,  although  he  may  be  greatly  his  superior  both 
in  talent,  virtue,  and  usefulness*  Freemasonry  is  essen- 
tially democratic  in  its  construction,  and  strikes  at  the 
root  of  this  pernicious  vice,  whioh  wrought  the  destruc- 
tion of  Nimrod  and  Nebuchadnezzar,  Bali  of  Hindoostap, 
and  Shedad  of  the  Paradise  of  India,  by  laying  it  down 
as  an  axiom  that  we  are  all  equal  by  our  creation,  but 
much  more  so  by  the  strength  of  our  obligation ;"  and 
that  ''we  meet  on  the  level  and  part  on  the  square." 

Now,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Order  the  level 
demonstrates  that  we  are  descended  from  the  same 
stock,  partake  of  the  same  nature  and  share  the  same 
hope;  and  that  though  distinctions  among  men  are 
necessary  to  preserve  subordination,  yet  no  eminence  of 
station  can  make  us  forget  that  we  are  brethren,  and 
that  he  who  is  placed  on  the  lowest  spoke  of  fortune's 
wheel,  may  be  entitled  to  our  regard;  because  a  time 
will  come,  and  the  wisest  know  not  how  soon,  when  all 
distinctions,  except  that  of  goodness  shall  cease;  and 
death,  the  grand  leveller  of  human  greatness,  reduce  us 
to  the  same  state. 

The  lodge  lectures  are  copious  in  carrying  out  this 
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principle,  that  there  may  exist  no  possibility  of  mis- 
understanding it.  They  instruct  us  that  in  the  lodge 
a  king  is  reminded,  though  a  crown  may  adorn  his 
head  and  a  sceptre  his  hand,  the  blood  in  his  veins  is 
derived  from  our  common  parent,  and  is  no  better  than 
that  of  his  meanest  subject.  The  statesman,  the  senator, 
and  the  artist,  are  there  taught  that  equally  with  others, 
they  are  exposed  by  nature  to  infirmity  and  disease; 
that  unforeseen  misfortunes  may  impair  their  faculties 
and  reduce  them  to  a  level  with  the  meanest  of  their 
species.  This  checks  pride,  and  incites  courtesy  of 
behaviour.  Men  of  interior  talents,  or  who  are  not 
placed  by  fortune  in  such  exalted  stations,  are  also 
mstructed  in  the  lodge  to  regard  their  superiors  with 
peculiar  esteem,  when  they  discover  them  voluntarily 
divested  of  the  trappings  of  external  grandeur,  and 
condescending,  in  the  badge  of  innocence  and  bond  of 
friendship,  to  trace  wisdom  and  to  follow  virtue,  assisted 
by  those  who  are  of  a  rank  beneath  them.  Virtue  is 
true  nobility,  and  Wisdom  is  the  channel  by  which 
vii-tue  is  directed  and  conveyed ;  Wisdom  and  Virtue 
only,  mark  distinction  among  masons. 

Nothing  can  more  vigorously  contribute  to  the  ba- 
nishment of  pride  from  a  mason's  lodge,  than  such 
disquisitions.  But  to  prevent  the  benignant  principle  of 
Equality  from  being  prostituted  to  unworthy  purposes, 
and  used  as  a  vehicle  for  any  improper  assumption  of 
character,  the  ancient  Charges  provide  that  in  the  lodge 
the  brethren  are  to  pay  due  reverence  to  the  Masters, 
Wardens,  and  Fellows;  and  out  of  the  lodge  they  are 
directed  to  salute  one  another  in  a  courteous  manner, 
calling  each  other  brother,  freely  giving  mutual  instruc- 
tion as  may  be  thought  expedient,  without  being  over- 
seen or  overheard,  and  without  encroaching  upon  each 
other,  or  derogating  from  that  respect  which  is  due  to 
any  brother,  were  he  not  a  mason;  for  though  all 
masons  are,  as  brethren,  upon  the  same  level,  yet 
masonry  takes  no  honour  from  a  man  th^t  he  had  before ; 
nay,  rather  it  adds  to  his  honour,  especially  if  he  had 
deserved  well  of  the  brotherhood,  who  must  give  honour 
to  whom  it  is  due. 

As  a  vice,  nothing  is  more  intolerable,  or  more  debas- 
ing than  pride ;  by  which  I  mean  that  exclusive  feeling 
which  elevates  one  member  of  society,  in  his  own 
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opinion,  to  an  imaginary  distinction  above  another  of 
the  same  rank,  and  perhaps  superior  endowments.  For 
this  reason  it  is  formally  repudiated  in  the  system  of  Free- 
masonry. Our  Grand  Master,  Kin^  Solomon,  was  more 
urgent  in  his  condemnation  of  tins  vice  than  on  any 
other  subject.  He  declares  his  hatred  of  "pride  and 
arroganc^,  and  a  froward  mouth  and  for  this  reason, 
because  it  produces  contention,^  brings  a  man  to  shame,' 
and  certain  destruction.^  Indeed,  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  this  vice  is  unequivocally  pro- 
hibited as  the  bitter  parent  of  all  evil.  Pride  was  not 
made  for  man.  Our  blessed  Saviour  classes  it  with 
adultery,  fornication,  murder,  theft,  covetousness,  deceit, 
blasphemy  and  foolishness/  And  St.  Paul  adds  that, 
"he  who  is  lifted  up  with  pride  falls  into  the  condem- 
nation of  the  devil.* 

In  a  word,  of  all  the  evils  which  have  been  introduced 
by  the  wicked  spirit  as  the  curse  of  man  in  his  civil  and 
social  state,  pride  is  the  most  pernicious.  Every  single 
vice  is  bad,  but  pride  is  the  consummation  of  them  all. 
And  hence  Freemasonry,  that  benevolent;  and  truly 
amiable  science,  has  most  unceremoniously  banished  it 
from  the  lodge,  and  sung  its  requiem ;  for  it  is  a  moral 
leprosy,  by  which  the  soul  is  spotted  and  defiled,  and 
filled  with  **  wounds,  and  bruises,  and  putrifying  sores.'* 
Even  the  heathen,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  benignant 

Erinciples  of  true  religion,  believed  its  existence  to  be 
ostile  to  the  peace  and  comfoii;  of  society.  Tacitus 
says,  Multos  qui  conflictari  adversis  videantur,  beatos ; 
ac  plerosque;!  quanquam  magnas  per  opes,  miserrimos;  si 
illi  gravem  fortunam  constanter  tolerent,  hi  prospera 
inconsidtd  utantur.  And  the  ethnic  poet,  Horace,  pro- 
mulgated the  same  doctrine,  when  he  said, 

Non  posttdebtem  midta  vocaveris 
Bect^  beatum.   Bectins  occnpat 
Nomen  beati,  qui  deorum 
Muneribus  sapienter  uti, 
Duramque  oallet  pauperiem  pati. 

Dr.  Doune  illustrates  this  vice  by  these  judicious  re* 
flections,  which  are  worth  preserving.    "  Death  comet 


»  Prov.  viii.  13.         *  lb.  liii.  10.  »  lb.  xi.  2. 
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equally  to  us  all,  and  makes  all  eqaal  when  it  comes. 
The  ashes  of  an  oak  in  a  chimney  are  no  epitaph  of  that 
oak,  to  tell  me  how  high,  or  how  large,  that  was ;  it  tells 
me  not  what  flocks  it  sheltered  while  it  stood^  nor  what 
men  it  hurt  when  it  fell.  The  dust  of  great  persons' 
graves  is  speechless,  too it  says  nothing,  it  distinguishes 
nothing.  As  soon  as  the  dust  of  a  wretch  whom  thou 
wouldest  not,  as  of  a  prince  whom  thou  couldest  not 
look  upon,  will  trouble  thine  eyes  if  the  wind  blow  it 
thither ;  and  when  a  whirlwind  hath  blown  the  dust  of 
the  churchyard  into  the  churchy  and  the  man  sweeps  out 
the  dust  of  the  church  into  tJie  churchyard,  who  will 
undertake  to  sift  those  dusts  again  and  to  pronounce— 
this  is  the  patrician,  this  is  the  noble  flower ; — and  this 
is  the  yeoman,  this  is  the  plebeian  bran." 

I  have  been  rather  difiuse.  upon  this  unmanly  vice, 
because  it  is  so  positively  prohibited  in  a  mason's  lodge ; 
and  I  think  also  that  if  the  teaching  of  Freemasonry  on 
this  particular  point,  were  carried  out  in  practice  amongst 
mankind,  it  would  strengthen  the  bond  of  union  which 
cements  man  to  his  fellow,  and  thus  become  of  the  most 
essential  service  to  society  in  general.' 

But  the  most  distinguishing  glory  of  Freemasonry,  is 
Charity ;  which,  indeed,  constitutes  the  peculiar  charac- 
teristic of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  Public  institutions 
for  benevolent  pur^ses  have  sprung  \xp  in  every  me- 
tropolis and  provincial  town  throughout  the  world,  and 
there  is  no  class  of  destitution  which  is  now  unprovided 
with  a  retreat  where  their  sorrows  are  assuaged,  and 
their  wants  supplied*  The  good  Samaritan  is  every 
where  at  work.  In  this  point  of  view  also  Freemasonry 
must  be  regarded  as  the  agent  of  unbounded  good.  To 
its  male  and  female  orphan  schools,  and  fund  of  Benevo- 
lence, which  bave  long  been  in  active  and  beneficial 
operation,  we  have  added  not  only  an  Asylum  for  the 
worthy  aged  and  decayed  members  of  the  fraternity,  and 
an  Annuity  Fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  same  class  of 
destitute  persons;  but  a  projected  establishment  for  the 
permanent  support  of  the  widows  of  indigent  Freema* 
sons  has  been  mooted  in  G-rand  Lodge,  with  the  best 
wishes  of  the  Craft  for  its  happy  termination,  and  I  do 
not  entertain  the  slightest  doubt  but  it  will  ultimately 
be  accomplished.   In  addition  to  all  these  noble  institu- 
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tions,  we  have  private  masonic  funds  for  benevolent 
purposes  in  many  of  the  lodges  both  of  the  old  and  new 
wond. 

These  details  will  clearly  evince  the  claims  which  ma- 
sonry has  on  the  community  at  large ;  and  that  the  active 
part  she  has  sustained  in  forwarding  the  benevolent 
enterprizes  by  which  the  present  age  is  distinguished, 
merits  public  approbation.  We  appear  to  be  on  the  eve 
of  some  great  aud  organic  changes;  whether  for  good  or 
evil,  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  can  only  deter- 
mine. But  it  behoves  Freemasonry  to  take  such  steps 
in  the  great  drama  of  life,  as  to  secure,  if  it  be  possible, 
the  predominance  of  good.  She  ought  to  occupy  the 
foremost  rank  in  the  work  of  amelioration,  to  watch  over 
the  best  interests  of  the  public,  and  endeavour  to  prevent 
the  inconsiderate  and  unwary  from  being  misled  by  the 
false  glitter  of  unsound  theories  on  the  one  hand,  and 
hollow  professions  on  the  other,  which  are  sure  to  ter- 
minate m  disapipointment  and  disgrace,  and  perhaps  in 
consequences  ot  a  much  more  serious  nature. 

If  Freemasonry  do  not  thus  exert  the  influence  she 
undoubtedly  possesses  for  the  benefit  of  humanity,  her 
social  claims  will  be  nullified,  and  her  pretensions  pro- 
nounced to  be  an  empty  boast.  It  is  quite  clear,  from 
a  consideration  of  the  uniform  and  gradual  alterations 
and  improvements  in  the  details  of  Speculative  Freema- 
sonry bv  successive  grand  lodges,  that  it  was  never 
intended  to  be  stationary.  The  science  had  no  prescribed 
lectures  before  the  revival  in  1717,  but  every  Master  of 
a  Lodge  exhorted  his  brethren  to  the  practice  of  monl 
virtue,  in  short  and  extemporaneous  addresses,  according 
to  his  own  capacity,  and  adapted  to  the  comprehension 
of  the  brethren  and  the  state  of  the  lodge.  An  old  ma- 
sonic manuscript  of  the  tenth  century,  as  is  supposed, 
which  may  be  found  in  the  Old  Royal  Library  m  the 
British  Museum,  contains  ample  directions  for  this  pur- 
pose. It  strongly  recommends  the  brethren  to  offer  up 
their  prayers  regularly  to  God  through  Christ;  to  do 
their  duty  to  each  other,  and  to  be  constant  in  their 
attendance  on  the  divine  services  of  the  church.  It  con- 
cludes by  advising, 

Play  thou  not  but  with  thy  peres, 
Nj  ten       aoft  altltttikoQ  kcies. 
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D^akerer  thou  not  tbyn  owne  dede* 

For  no  mezye*  nj  for  no  mede ; 

With  fajr  speobe  thou  mjght  hare  thy  wjlle* 

With  hjt  thon  mjght  thj  selYen  spjlfe. 

•  •••••• 

CryBt  then  of  hjs  hje  graoe, 
Geve  70W  bothe  wytte  and  space, 
Wei  th^rs  boke  toxwnne  and  redet 
Heren  to  have  for  jowie  mede ! 
Amen*   Amen!  Somothjtbe, 
Bay  we  80  alle  per  char/te. 

In  the  Lansdowne  MS.  in  the  British  Museum,  (Bur* 
leigh  Papers,  K.  98,  Art.  48,)  we  have  another  specimen 
of  this  moral  teaching  which  is  of  great  antiquity.  The 
Master  is  there  directed  *•  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  he  true  to  God  and  holy  church, 
and  to  use  no  error  or  heresy ;  to  be  a  true  liege  man  to 
the  king,  and  to  do  to  every  brother  as  he  would  like  to 
be  done  to  himself.  That  he  shall  keep  truly  all  the 
council  of  the  Lodge  or  of  the  Chamber;  be  no  thief; 
true  to  the  Master;  and  call  his  fellows  by  no  other 
name  than  brother.  That  he  shall  not  iniure  or  pollute 
his  brother's  wife  or  daughter;  and  shall  honestly  pay 
for  every  thing  he  has.'*^ 

The  earliest  authorized  Lectures  which  I  have  met 
with,  were  compiled  from  such  ancient  documents  as 
these,  and  arranged  in  a  catechetical  form  by  Desagu- 
liers  and  Anderson,  3S  early  as  1720.  And  this  form  was 
adopted  because  it  was  considered  to  be  more  useful  in 
assisting  the  memory,  and  affording  an  efQcient  remedy 
against  forgetfulness  or  want  of  attention,  than  any 
other  planf  The  questions  and  answers  are  short  and 
comprehensive,  and  contain  a  brief  digest  of  the  general 
principles  of  the  Craft,  as  it  wbjb  understood  at  that  pe- 
riod. The  First  Lecture  extended  to  the  greatest  length, 
but  the  replies  were  circumscribed  within  a  very  narrow 
compass.  The  Second  was  shorter,  and  the  Third,  called 
"The  Master's  Part,"  contained  only  seven  questions, 
besides  the  explanations  and  examinations. 

If,  under  such  an  unperfect  system.  Freemasonry  had 

^  Hie  same  Paper  containB  many  other  charges  for  the  regcdation 
cf  ooiidiiot»  most  of  wticfaf  however^  may  be  £onnd  in  the  IStli  £d.  of 
PxeBton,  p.  7h  and  see  F.  Q.  R.  1848,  p.  14^ 
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not  been  susceptible  of  improvement,  it  could  not  have 
stood  its  ground,  during  the  rapid  progress  of  a  taste  for 
refined  literature,  and  the  accomplishments  of  civilized 
life  which  distinguished  the  beginning  and  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Intelligent  brethren,  however,  soon 
became  aware  that  something  more  than  the  repetition 
of  a  few  set  phrases  and  routine  explanations,  how  inter* 
esting  and  important  soever  they  might  be  in  themselves, 
was  required  to  cement  the  prosperity,  and  perpetuate 
the  existence  of  a  great  society,  which  professed  to  con- 
vey superior  advantages,  ana  laid  claun  to  a  higher 
character,  than  any.  of  the  numerous  antagonistic  clubs 
and  coteries  of  similar  pretensions  by  which  it  was  sur- 
rounded. A  new  arrangement  was  therefore  pronounced 
necessary  in  the  year  1732,  and  Martin  Clare,  A.  M.,  a 
celebrated  mason,  who  ultimately  attained  the  rank  of 
D.  G.  M.,  was  commissioned  to  prepare  a  course  of  Lec- 
tures, adapted  to  the  existing  state  of  the  Order,  without 
infringing  on  the  ancient  Landmarks ;  and  he  executed 
his  task  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
that  his  Lectures  were  ordered  to  be  used  by  all  the 
brethien  within  the  limits  of  its  jurisdiction.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  command,  we  hnd  the  officers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  setting  an  exaniple  in  the  Provinces ;  and 
in  the  Minutes  of  a  Lodge  at  Lincoln,  in  1734,  of  which 
Sir  Cecil  Wray,  the  D.  G.  M.,  was  the  master,  there  are 
a  series  of  entries  through  successive  lodge  nights,  to 
the  following  effect ;  that  two  or  mare  Sections  (as  the 
case  might  be)  of  Martin  Clare's  Lectures  were  read ; 
when  the  Master  gave  an  elegant  Charge ;  went  through 
an  examination ;  and  the  lodge  was  closed  with  songs 
and  decent  merriment."  An  evident  proof  of  the  au- 
thority of  Martin  Clare*s  Lectures,  or  the  D.  G.  M. 
would  not  have  been  so  careful  to  enforce  their  use 
amongst  the  brethren  over  whom  he  presided  in  private 
lodge. 

These  lectures  were  nothing  more  than  the  amplificar 
tion  of  the  system  propounded  by  Anderson  and  Desagu- 
liers,  enlightened  by  the  addition  of  a  few  moral  refer- 
ences and  admonitions  extracted  from  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  Thev  also  contained  a  simple  allusion  to 
the  senses,  and  the  theological  ladder  with  staves  or 
rounds  innumerable* 


/ 

Freemasoiury  waft  now  making  a  rapid  progress  in  tha 
island,  both  in  dignity  and  usefulneBs  i  and  its  popularity 
was  extended  in  a  proportionate  degree.  Scientific  and 
learned  men  were  enrolled  in  its  ranks,  and  Martin  Clare's 
Lectures  were  obliged,  in  th^ir  turn,  to  give  way  before 
the  increasing  intelligence  of  the  Order*  They  were 
revised  and  remodelled  by  Bro.  Dunckerleyt  P.  G«  M., 
and  Q-.  Superintendent  for  ahnost  half  the  entire  king^ 
dom,  whose  opinion  was  considered  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
as  decisiye  on  all  matters  connected  with  the  Craft.  In 
these  lectures  Dunckerley  introduced  many  types  of 
Christ,  and  endued  the  ladder  with  three  principal  steps 
as  an  approach  to  the  supernal  regions,  which  he  called 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity.  His  disquisition  was  founded 
on  1  Cor.  xiii. ;  and  he  might  have  had  in  view  the  true 
Christian  doctrine  of  three  states  of  the  soul.  First 
in  its  tabernacle,  the  body,  as  an  illustration  of  Faith  ; 
then,  after  death  in  Hades,  Sheol,  or  Paradise,  as  the 
fruits  of  HoPB ;  and  lastly,  when  reunited  to  the  body  in  . 
glory,  about  the  Throne  of  God,  as  the  sacred  seat  of 
universal  Charity.  The  original  hint  at  a  circle  and 
parallel  lines,  as  important  symbols  of  the  Order,  has  been 
ascribed  to  him. 

Thus  the  Lectures  remained  until  towards  the  latter  i 
end  of  the  century,  when  Hutchinson  in  the  north,  and 
Preston  in  the  south  of  England,  burst  on  the  masonic 
world  like  two  brilliant  suns,  each  enlightening  his  own 
hemisphere,  and  each  engaged  in  the  meritorious  design 
of  improving  the  existing  Lectures,  without  being  con- 
scious that  his  worthy  cotemporary  was  pursuing  the 
same  track.  There  are  reasons  for  believmg  that  they 
subsequently  coalesced,  and  produced  a  joint  Lecture, 
which,  though  regarded  at  first  with  some  degvee  of 
jealousy,  as  an  unauthorized  compilation,  was  at  length 
adopted,  and  carried  into  operation  by  the  concurrent 
usage  of  the  whole  fraternity.  This  course  of  Lectures 
was  in  practice  till  the  reunion  in  1813,  and  I  believe 
there  are  still  many  Lodges  who  prefer  them  to  the 
Hemming  or  Union  Lectures,  and  still  continue  their 
use. 

With  all  these  facts  before  us,  it  is  clear  that  Free^ 
masonry  has  imdergone  many  changes  since  its  revival 
after  the  death  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren.   The  essentials 
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remain  the  ssme,  but  the  details  hare  iustained  considera* 
ble  modifications^  and  are  suBceptible  of  still  greater  im- 
provemeni.  He  who  ascends  uie  Masonic  Ladder,  must 
not  tarry  at  the  Portal  of  Hope,  if  he  wishes  to  attain  the 
sumioit.  If  we  are  anxious  to  practise  ourselves,  or  to 
disseminate  for  the  benefit  of  others,  the  poetry  and 
phylosophy  of  masonry,  it  will  be  necessary  to  show 
that  such  progressive  alterations  may  be  safely  made, 
without  any  violation  of  the  real  ancient  landmarks,  or 
incurring  the  risk  of  weakening  its  hold  on  the  purest 
afiections* 

The  opinion  of  our  late  Grand  Master,  H»  R.  H.  the 
Duke  of  Sussex,  was  favourable  to  the  views  here  exhibited. 
He  publicly  declared  in  Grand  Lodge,  that  consistently 
with  the  laws  of  masonry,  '*so  long  as  the  Master  of  any 
Lodge  observed  the  Landmarks  of  the  Craft,  he  was  at 
liberty  to  give  the  Lectures  in  the  language  best  suited 
to  the  character  of  the  lodge  over  which  he  presided.*** 
And  as  an  illustration  of  his  opinion,  the  Lodg^  of  Recon* 
ciliation  was  authorized  to  revise  and  reconstruct  the 
Lectures  which  were  in  existence  at  that  period.  Under 
tiiese  circumstances,  if  some  slight  alterations  and  im- 
provements were  made  in  the  working  details  of  the 
Order  at  the  present  day,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  I  should  anticipate  the  happiest  results  firom  the 
measure. 

But  the  question  will  be  asked,  how  is  this  to  be  ae- 
complished?  By  what  process  is  such  a  desirable  object 
to  be  attained  without  an  invasion  of  Landmarks,  which 
are  so  strictly  guarded  by  a  fundamental  Bye4aw,  that 
their  inte^ty  cannot  be  violated  vdthout  inflicting  some 
serious  injury  on  the  institution  ?  The  process  is  simple, 
and  I  think  practicable ;  and  even  if  it  be  attended  witili 
some  trifling  disadvantages,  they  would  be  amply  com- 
pensated by  improvements  which  might  be  effect^ 
under  a  jumcious  modification  of  the  lectures. 

Thus  if  the  Landmarks,  and  such  portions  of  the  Lec^ 
tures  of  each  degree  as  are  indispensable  to  the  purity  and 
character  of  the  Order,  were  drawn  out  carefully  and 
judiciously  in  the  shape  of  a  series  of  moral  axioms,  and 
divided  into  degrees,  sections,  and  clauses,  constructed 
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with  an  equal  regard  to  brevity  and  perspiduit  j,  and 
accompanied  by  a  strict  injunction  that  every  brother  shaU 
be  perfectly  acquainted  toith  each  before  he  be  admitted  to  a 
Muperior  d^ee^  it  appears  highly  probable  that  the  most 
beneficial  results  would  be  produced.  It  may,  indeed, 
be  imagined,  that  under  such  a  regunen  many  brethren 
would  not  advance  beyond  the  first  degree.  I  am  of  a 
different  opinion.  The  test  might  discourage  indolent 
and  careless  candidates ;  but  it  would  invite  and  augment 
the  initiations  of  men  of  higher  character.  The  facilities 
afibrded  by  our  present  qtudificaiicns^  fill  our  ranks  with 
brotherhood  who  do  us  little  credit;  and  the  society 
would  be  really  benefited  by  their  absence.  A  lodge 
consisting  of  a  dozen  scientific,  members,  would  be  more 
respectable,  more  usefiil,  and  more  popular,  than  if  it 
were  filled  with  an  uncounted  number  of  sots,  or  even 
with  dull  prosaic  brothers  who  are  indifferent  to  the 
poetry  and  philosophy  of  the  Order. 

I  should  certainly  anticipate  no  diminution  of  numbers 
under  such  a  course  of  strict  and  wholesofne  discipline. 
The  only  perceptible  effect  would  be,  to  improve  the 
character  of  the  brethren,  by  creating  a  spirit  of  enquiij 
and  discrimination,  which  would  tend  to  make  it  theur 
sole  aim,  as  masons,  to  increase  their  knowledge,  purify 
their  minds,  and  prepare  themselves,  by  the  morality  of 
science,  for  greater  perfection  in  another  and  a  better  state 
of  existence.  In  our  lodges,  some  brethren  are  always 
unfortunately  to  be  found,  with  whom  refreshment  is  the 
great  attraction  and  the  primary  stimulus  to  their  attend- 
ance at  our  stated  meetings ;  but  on  the  improved  prin- 
ciple which  I  would  recommend,  refreshment,  although 
by  no  means  to  be  dispensed  with,  would  constitute  a 
secondary  motive,  while  it  contributed  to  give  a  zest  to 
the  theoretical  discussions  and  practical  enjoyment- which 
result  from  the  social  intercourse  of  congenial  minds. 

The  only  difficulty  which  appears  to  attend  the  above 
plan,  would  be  in  the  construction  and  arranffement 
of  a  digest  that  should  meet  the  rquirements  oi  every 
section  of  the  Craft ;  because  in  a  matter  of  such  im-> 
portance,  the  concurrence  of  every  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
universe  should  be  obtained,  that  a  perfect  uniformity 
in  work  might  prevail. 

Every  institution,  to  be  perfect,  should  be  consistent 


6S 


THS  8TMBOL 


witii  itself.  And  hence  the  insufficiency  of  the  present 
lectures  may  be  questioned.  It  is  therefore  desirable 
that  the  attention  of  the  fraternity  should  be  fairly 
awakened  to  the  subject,  that  they  may  take  the  pre- 
mises into  their  most  serious  consideration,  and  endeavour 
to  place  Freemasonry  on  so  substantial  a  basis,  as  to  con- 
stitute the  unmixed  pride  of  its  friends  and  defenders ; 
and  defy  the  malice  of  its  traducers  and  foes,  if  any  such 
are  still  to  be  found  amongst  those  who  are  indifSsrent 
to  its  progress. 

It  appears  to  me  that  all  difficulty  would  vanish,  and 
a  satinactory  arrangement  of  the  varioas  matters  at  issue 
might  be  obtained,  if  the  Grand  Lodge  were  to  appoint 
a  Conmiittee  composed  of  brethren  resident  in  London, 
augmented  by  delegates  appointed  from  the  Provinces^ 
to  enquire  into  all  the  varieties  in  the  different  systems 
of  lecturing  throughout  the  masonic  world,  and  report 
upon  them  seriatim.  And  with  respect  to  the  Land- 
marks-^as  very  few  points  of  difference  were  included  in 
the  original  system,  it  would  remain  an  open  question 
whether,  by  an  attempt  to  reconcile  every  variety  of 
subsequent  introduction,  the  real  Landmarks  of  the 
Order  would  be  at  all  invaded.  I  shall  decline  pro- 
nouncing any  positive  opinion  on  this  point,  but  leave  it 
entirely  to  the  judgment  of  others. 

But  should  the  adoption  of  any  such  measure  be 
deemed  expedient,  the  Grand  Lodge  would  not  be  ex- 
pected to  pledge  itself  to  the  absolute  sanction  of  an 
mcipient  Report  of  the  Committee,  which  could  scarcely 
be  free  from  errors.  It  would  be  competent  to  receive 
the  Report ;  but  I  should  doubt,  in  a  matter  of  such 
vital  importance,  whether  that  section  of  it  which  usu- 
ally meets  in  Freemasons'  Hall,  consisting  chiefly  of 


would  be  willing  to  decide  the  question  without  a  formal 
appeal  to  such  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  reside  in 
the  country,  comprising  a  great  majority  of  its  body. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  Report  would  be 
naturally  transmitted  to  the  G.  M.  of  each  Province,  for 
the  consideration  of  local  committees  consisting  of  the 
Masters  and  Wardens  of  the  Lodges,  with  the  P.  G.  M. 
at  their  head,  and  any  other  scientific  brethren  out  of 
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them.  The  Reports  from  each  of  these  minor  bodies, 
being  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  should  be  sub- 
jected to  anew  committee  for  collation  and  revision,  and 
embodied  in  a  general  statement  of  the  entire  results.  A 
Draft  of  this  being  forwarded  to  all  the  Provincial  com- 
mittees for  their  approval,  should  be  finally  submitted  to 
the  Grand  Lodge,  who  would  then,  after  other  prelimina- 
ries had  been  arranged,  be  in  a  condition  to  pass  a  decisive 
Besolution  on  the  subject.  Communications  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Scotland,  Ireland, 
America,  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  all  other  places 
where  they  exist,  accompanied  by  a  detail  of  the  steps 
which  had  been  taken  for  the  purification  of  the  Order ; 
recommending  the  alterations  to  their  notice,  and  solicit- 
ing  their  concurrence.  And  as  there  appears  to  be  an 
universal  desire  throughout  the  whole  masonic  world  for 
some  uniform  system  of  working,  an  opposition  to  the 
measure  is  scarcely  to  be  contemplated.  JEfiectually  to 
prevent  such  a  result,  however,  it  might  be  advisable  to 
communicate  with  the  foreign  Grand  Lodges  during^the 
progress  of  the  proceedings,  soliciting  their  frqitemal 
suggestions ;  and  a  Draft  of  the  final  Resolution  ought 
also  to  be  submitted  to  each  of  them  for  approval,  before 
it  passed  into  a  law  which  should  be  for  ever  binding  on 
the  whole  firatemity  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  as  it 
would  be  the  concurrent  production  of  the  united  wis- 
dom and  research  of  all  classes  interested  in  the  triumph- 
ant progress  of  the  Order. 

Under  some  well  organized  plan  of  this  nature,  I  am 
sanguine  enough  to  entertain  a  certain  anticipation  of 
such  results  as  would  be  generally  satisfactory;  and 
enable  Freemasonry  to  produce  a  visible  and  genial  efiect 
on  the  taste,  literature,  and  morals  of  the  age. 

A  regular  and  authentic  Text  Book  being  thus  pro- 
vided to  preserve  the  uniformity  of  the  Order  throughout 
the  universe,  every  Master  of  a  Lodge  should  be  directed, 
either  by  himself  or  some  other  well  informed  brother  of 
his  appointment,  to  select  a  passage  from  this  genuine 
fountam  of  truth,  and  deliver  an  original  Lecture  each 
Lodge  night  for  the  edification  of  the  brethren;  after 
which  a  viva  voce  examination  should  take  place;  or, 
which  would  in  some  instances  be  better,  a  general  con- 
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versation  on  the  subject  which  had  been  thus  selected. 
Such  temperate  discussions  would  excite  interest  and 
attention ;  and  the  enerffies  of  individual  brethren  being 
thus  brought  out,  mucn  useful  information  would  be 
elicited;  and  a  permanent  impression  would  be  made  on 
the  minds  of  the  Junior  bretnren,  which  would  tend  to 
cement  a  love  of  the  institution;  produce  a  regular 
attendance  of  the  members ;  and  be  every  way  advan- 
tageous to  society  at  large. 

The  times  in  which  we  live  are  peculiarly  characterized 
by  a  deep  research  into  the  causes  of  tUngs,  and  bold 
speculations  for  the  improvement  of  science ;  and  while 
electricity  and  chyinistry,  steam  and  gas,  and  machinery 
of  every  kind,  are  earnestly  engaged  in  a  contention  for 
superiority,  Freemasonry  must  not  pause  upon  the 
threshold; — ^while  the  world  moves  on  in  an  uninter- 
rupted course  of  improvements,  Freemasonry  must  not 
stand  still ;  for  if  she  hesitates  ever  so  little — ^time  will 
pass,  and  she  will  be  distanced  in  the  race. 

I  have  thrown  together  these  few  preliminary  ob^- 
vations,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  a  taste  for  the 
poetry  of  Freemasonry  is  necessary,  to  enable  even  an 
mitiated  brother  to  extract  the  honey  from  the  comb, 
and  to  imbibe  the  sweets  which  the  system  so  abundantly 
furnishes.  If  such  a  feeling  were  universal  amongst  the 
Craft ; — ^nay,  if  a  few  talented  brethren,  even,  in  every 
private  lodge,  were  in  a  position  to  devote  a  small  por- 
tion of  their  time  to  its  cultivation,  the  most  beneficial 
results  would  soon  be  displayed,  in  the  increasing  influ- 
ence of  the  Order,  and  its  popularity  amongst  all  ranks 
and  descriptions  of  men. 
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  JAS.  O.  LAWRENCE,  ^ 

  J.  ARNOLD  HICKEN, 


STEWARDS, 


the  Lodge  Social  FriendMpj  No.  SSS^ 
i^ort  GeorgCj  Madroi. 


W.  Sm  AND  Dear  Brethren, 

I  embrace  this  public  opportunity  of  amringyou  how 
highly  I  am  gratified  b^  the  distinction  you  nave  con- 
ferred upon  me  in  electing  me  an  honorary  member  of 
your  Lod^  with  the  rank  of  a  Past  Master,  because  it  is 
an  unequivocal  testimony  that  you  appreciate  at  some 
little  value  the  services  1  have  humbly  endeavoured  to 
render  to  the  greatest  of  all  human  institutions ;  although 
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I  am  afraid  it  is  more  in  accordance  with  your  kind- 
ness and  partiality,  than  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  pub- 
lications to  which  you  have,  in  such  flattering  language 
referred. 

I  am,  indeed,  enthusiastically  attached  to  an  Order 
which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  has  been  the  means  of 
conferring  many  essential  benefits  on  mankind ;  not  only 
by  the  munificence  of  its  members,  and  the  extensive 
usefulness  of  its  numerous  charities,  but  by  the  infusion 
into  general  society  of  that  refined  morality  which  is 
taught  in  the  lodge,  and,  like  the  genial  rays  of  the  Sun 
in  nourishing  the  productions  of  nature,  has  contributed, 
in  no  slight  degree,  to  that  high  toned  principle,  and 
correct  mode  of  thinking  and  acting  which  distinguish 
the  fortunate  times  in  which  we  live. 

But  Freemasonry  has  a  still  higher  boast,  which  not 
only  constitutes  the  pride  of  its  members,  but  also  claims 
the  serious  consideration  of  those  who  have  not  had  the 
advantage  of  initiation  into  its  mysteries.  It  forms  a  step 
on  the  road  to  heaven.  For,  in  addition  to  the  means  and 
opportunities  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  faith  and 
practice  of  our  holy  religion,  which  the  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted mason  possesses  in  common  with  the  uninitiated, 
he  has  also  the  advantage  of  masonic  instruction,  which 
the  latter  do  not  possess.  In  the  lodge,  virtue  is  arrayed 
in  her  brightest  form ;  the  practice  of  Christian  morality 
is  strongly  recommended  and  enforced ;  and  the  attentive 
mason  is  taught,  by  a  series  of  interesting  disquisitions, 
that  if  he  devotes  himself  to  the  observance  of  the  Car- 
dinal Vistues,  and  is  guided  by  the  sacred  principles  of 
Honour  and  Mercy  5 — if  he  ascends  the  staves  or  rounds 
of  the  theological  Ladder,  by  the  practice  of  Faith, 
Hope,  and  Charity,  he  will  attain  co  a  residence  in  the 
mansions  which  have  been  prepared  for  him  by  the  Most 
High,  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever. 

It  is  on  such  considerations  as  these  that  my  attach- 
mmt  to  Freemasonry  has  been  founded.  I  have-  adhered 
to  its  principles  and  proclaimed  its  excellence,  amidst 
evil  report  and  good  report,  for  a  long  series  of  years; 
and  l  trust  that  the  opinion  I  have  formed  of  its  moral 
superiority  is  substantially  correct,  and  will  remain  unim- 
paired till  T  Q-  A  0  T  U  shall,  in  his  own  good  time, 
translate  me  to  another  and  a  better  world. 


OP  CnCiORT* 
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WiHk  fraternal  greetings  and  remembrances,  I  beg 
leave  respectfolly  to  ofE&r  the  following  Lecture  on  the 
Poetry  and  Philosophy  of  Masonry, 

And  to  subscribe  myself, 
Worshipml  Sir, 


Your  obliged. 
And  humble  Servant, 
GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Hon.  Member  of  the  Lodge  Social  Friendship,  Madras. 

SCOPWICK  VlCARAOB, 

JttZy  1,  1849. 
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On  the  Poetry  and  Philosophy  of  Freemasonry. 

Oht  Love  fraternal !  prindple  divine ! 
One  touoh  of  thee  makes  erring  nature  shine 
With  tiie  pure  radianoe  of  angelio  grace 
That  tin^d  with  glory  Adam's  imdimm*d  face ; 
Bids  strife  depart  to  reign  with  fools  and  slaves, 
Whose  creeds  are  narrow  as  their  joys  and  graves ! 
By  thy  blessM  power  behold  one  conunon  band 
More  wonders  working  than  a  fEiiry's  wand. 
Columbia,  Albion,  Cakdonia,  Gam, 
Erin,  and  Cambria  bid  their  banners  fall ; 
All  lands  wherein  thy  influence  is  felt 
Into  one  universal  nation  melt/' 
Fbok  the  Ajddrsss  at  the  12th  Anniversary  Festival  m 
AID  OP  THE  Asylum  for  aged  Freeicasoks. 

It  is  an  universal  complaint,  and  tends  to  the  deterio- 
ration of  Freemasonry  in  public  opinion,  that  amongst 
the  numerous  initiations  which  take  place  annually,  so 
few  should  be  prolific  in  bringing  forth  the  genuine  mdts 
of  the  Order.  The  world  view  the  naked  fact  with 
astonishment,  and  judge  unfavourably  of  the  institution 
from  the  dearth  of  eminent  characters  by  which  it  is 
distinguished  and  ennobled.  There  are  not  wanting 
amongst  the  candidates  for  admission,  men  of  great  talent 
and  high  standing  in  society,  and  it  is  very  naturally 
asked,  how  it  happens  that  their  position  in  masonry  so 
seldom  adds  to  the  laurels  that  adorn  their  brows? 

The  question  is  easy  of  solution.  It  is  because  they 
have  other  objects  of  pursuit  which  more  urgently 
demand  their  attention;— K)r  that  they  do  not  feel  suf- 
ficient interest  in  the  subject  to  enable  them  to  follow  up 
the  necessary  investigations  which  may  make  them  per- 
fect in  the  art;— or  that  they  are  not  thrown  into  a 
masonic  society  of  sufficient  caubre  to  keep  their  interest 
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alive.  In  a  word,  it  is  because  (no  matter  how  it  may 
have  arisen)  they  are  not  fully  imbued  with  the  poeti^ 
and  philosophy  of  the  Order,  but  prefer  the  dull  prosaic 
workings  of  common  life,  or  entertain  mistaken  views 
of  its  nature  and  design. 

Those  extremely  talented  and  useful  writers,  the 
Brothers  Chambers,  speaking  on  the  subject  of  poetry, 
say?  "poetry  may  be  defined  to  be  the  truth  inspired  by 
feelinff,  and  breathed  into  forms  of  beauty  or  sublimity. 
This  definition  seems  to  express  the  essential  character- 
istics of  poetry,  in  all  its  manifestations ;  whether  the 
inspired  thought  be  developed  in  painting,  in  sculpture, 
in  architecture,  (Freemasonry),  in  music,  in  language,  or 
in  action ;  they  all  range  themselves  under  the  same  for- 
mula; for  they  are  but  various  modes  of  expressing  the 
same  divine  principle."  And  again :  **  to  be  a  poet,  a  man 
must  not  rest  contented  With  conventionalities  and  out* 
ward  shows;  with  mere  arbitrary  distinctions  of  right 
and  wrong,  however  specious  they  may  appear.  He  must 
have  that  directness  and  clearness  of  vision  which  can  at 
once  discriminate  between  the  essential  and  the  accident- 
al; between  that  which  exists  in  the  very  nature  of 
things,  and  that  which  is  merely  of  artificial  growth.  An 
intefiectual  discrimination,  however,  is  not  all  that  ii 
required.  A  man  may  be  very  acutiB  in  detecting  falla- 
cies, and  even  in  discerning  truth,  and  yet  have  but  a 
small  claim  to  the  character  of  a  poet.  To  be  a  poet,  he 
must  not  only  see  beneath  the  surface  of  things,  but  he 
must  feel  as  deeply  as  he  sees;  he  must  not  only  see  that 
a  thing  is  true,  but  he  must  also  feel  that  it  is  true ;  else 
whatever  it  may  be  in  itself,  or  to  others,  it  can  be  no 
poetry  to  him.  Let  a  man  possess  these  two  requisites^ 
and  if  he  is  but  true  to  himself,  if  he  will  but  ffive  soope 
to  his  own  nature,  and  not  fritter  away  his  life  and  tal- 
ents by  striving  to  cramp  them  into  some  artificial  mould 
prescribed  by  custom,  he  will  be  a  poet  in  the  truest 
sense ;  if  he  does  not  write  poetry,  he  yet  cannot  fail  in 
that  which  is  often  better,  for  his  life  will  be  a  real  poem, 
doubtless  sadly  chequered  in  its  coursci  but  ever  eloquent 
in  its  significance;  ever  earnestly  striving  after  the  real 
and  innumerable."  ^ 

^  Jonnial,  ydi.     N.S.  p.  310. 
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It  is  for  want  of  being  thus  deeply  versed  in  the  poetry 
of  Freemasonrv,  that  so  many,  even  of  the  fraternity 
themselves,  diSer  in  their  estimate  of  it.  But  they  draw 
their  opinions  from  their  own  private  feelings  and  pro- 
pensities rather  than  from  any  inherent  property  of  the 
Older.  While  the  bon  vivant  considers  it  to  be  a  society 
established  for  the  purpose  of  social  convivialities,  and 
the  man  of  the  world  throws  it  aside  as  frivoloos  and 
useless,  the  more  studious  differ  in  opinion  whether  it  be 
Christian  or  Jewish,  moral  or  religious,  astronomical  or 
astrological.  And  all  this  confusion  arises  from  a  confined 
view  of  its  nature  and  properties,  which  limits  them  to 
one  particular  point  or  phasis  of  the  Order,  while,  in 
iact.  Freemasonry  is  cosmopolitical,  and  embraces  the 
whole  region  of  poetry  and  philosophy,  science  and 
morals.  Prejudice,  in  all  its  fantastic  shapes,  is  arrayed 
against  us ;  which,  as  is  well  observed  by  Mrs.  S.  Hall, 
in  one  of  her  useful  moral  tales,  is  the  more  dangerous, 
because  it  has  the  unfortunate  ability  of  accommodating 
itself  to  all  the  possible  varieties  of  the  human  mind. 
Like  the  spider,  it  makes  everywhere  a  home.  Some  of 
our  gloriaus  old  fellows — South,  or  Taylor,  or  Fuller,  or 
Bishop  Hall — has  it  somewhere,  that  let  the  mind  be  as 
mtked  as  the  walls  of  an  empty  and  forsaken  tenement, 
gloomy  as  a  dungeon,  or  ortiamented  with  richest  abili- 
ties of  thinking;  let  it  be  hot,  cold,  dark,  or  light,  lonely 
or  inhabited — still  prejudice,  if  undisturbed,  will  fill 
it  with  cobwebs,  and  live,  like  the  spider,  where  there 
seemed  nothing  to  live  upon. 

While  these  shades  of  difierence  a^tate  the  members 
of  the  societVf  we  are  no  longer  surprised  that  the  unini- 
tiated should  wander  so  much  out  of  their  way  to  ^tisfy 
their  curiosity  as  to  the  real  design  of  the  Order.  What  is 
masonry?  This  is  the  great  and  important  question 
which  has  puzzled  the  heads  of  all  the  uninitiated  from 
the  day  of  its  first  establishment  to  our  own  most  curious 
times. 

What  is  masonry?  I  could  give  fifty  definitions  of  it 
if  I  choose  to  be  communicative ;  but  I  should  consider 
myself  "courteous  overmuch"  were  I  to  famish  tiie 
cowan  with  too  great  a  portion  of  infonaation  at  once* 
He  would  be  gorged  into  a  plethoric  habit  of  mind,  which 
would  set  him  a  cackling  like  a  young  pullet  after  she 
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has  laid  her  first  egg,  and  hops  round  the  farm  yard  in  an 
ecstacy  of  joy  to  tell  her  companions  what  a  feat  she  has 
done.  I  shall  give  him  only  this  one  definition  at  pre* 
sent^  and  he  may  muse  and  meditate  upon  it  at  his  leisure. 
Freemasonry  is  a  triangle  upon  a  triangle,  placed  in  the 
centre  towards  the  risiiig  of  the  sun;  chequered  with 
the  opus  grecanicum,  circumscribed  with  scroll  work, 
permeating  through  the  Sephiroth,  and  graduating  to  a 
perfect  heptad. 

There !  Let  the  cowan  digest  that,  and  I  will  then 
impart  some  further  instruction  to  edify  his  mind.  He 
may  think  these  are  terms  of  diablerie  and  ghost  raising. 
But  I  assure  him  they  are  not.  It  is  true,  an  ancient 
objection  against  the  Order  was  that  the  Freemasons,  in 
their  lodges,  "raise  the  devil  in  a  circle,  and  when  they 
have  done  with  him,  they  lay  him  again  with  a  noise  or 
a  hush,  as  they  please."  Others  diverted  themselves 
with  the  story  of  an  old  woman  between  the  rounds  of  a 
Ladder;  or  with  the  cook's  red-hot  iron  or  Salamander 
for  making  the  indelible  character  on  the  new  made 
mason,  in  order  to  give  him  the  faculty  of  taciturnity.* 
I  once  initiated  a  Welch  Rector,  who  was  full  of  the 
Horatian  urbanity  as  he  could  hold.  Alas,  he  is  gone  to 
the  world  of  spirits,  and  a  better  man  does  not  occupy 
his  place.  He  told  me  before  he  was  made,  in  his  ofi^hand 
way,  that  being  desirous  of  a  private  interview  with  his 
Satanic  majesty,  he  sought  initiation  as  the  most  proba- 
ble method  of  attaining  his  point;  for  he  understood  that 
'he  was  generadly  found  in  propria  persona  at  our  meet- 
ings, and  amused  the  brethren  by  beating  a  tattoo  on  the 
boarcl  with  his  hoofs ! ! !  Many  a  laugh  have  we  had 
together  after  his  admission,  when  he  knew  what  the  true 
tendency  of  masonry  was,  and  the  real  causes  of  any 
extraordinary  sounds  which  might  be  easily  miscon- 
strued. 

These,  then,  constitute  some  of  the  absurd  conjectures 
of  those  unquiet  spirits  who  are  ever  restless  in  their 
search  after  facts  which  constantly  elude  their  grasp; 
and  they  are  as  far  from  enlightenmejit  on  the  abstruse 
principles  of  the  Order  as  were  their  fore&thers,  the 
cowans  of  the  eighteenth  century,  whose  pretended  reve-^ 


'Anderson,  Const.  £d.  1788,  p.  227. 
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lations  were  fated,  each  in  its  tuoi)  to  disbelief  and 
rejection  from  all  right-minded  men.  One  half  the  time 
and  talent  which  they  bestow  upon  the  acquisition  of 
illegal  knowledge,  where  their  toil  cannot  fail  to  be 
fruitless,  would,  if  they  had  received  initiation,  like  my 
friend  the  rector,  and  their  enquiries  had  been  directed 
into  a  legitimate  channel,  have  converted  them  into  good 
and  worthy  brothers,  and  given  them  an  insight  into  the 
poetry  and  philosophy  of  masonry.  This  would  have 
secured  a  permanent  satisfaction  to  their  own  mind,  and 
conferred  upon  them  the  approbation  of  the  fraternity. 

Blanchard  Powers,  an  aged  transatlantic  brother,  in 
his  Prize  Essay  on  masonry,  thus  describes  the  benefits 
which  it  confers  on  society.  "  So  sublime  and  heavenly 
is  the  royal  art,  that  it  solves  all  difficulties.  It  kindles 
a  flame  of  love  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  are  at  the 
greatest  distance  from  each  other,  in  consequence  of 
their  political  and  religious  tenets.  It  moderates  and 
subdues  the  spirit  of  the  fulminating  priest ;  his  heart  is 
melted  into  tender  affection  towiurds  a  brother  mason; 
he  presents  him  the  friendly  hand,  and  cordially  receives 
him  into  his  bosom,  and  addresses  him  by  the  endearing 
appellation  of  a  Brother.  Masonry  lays  men  under  the 
most  solemn  obligation  to  support  the  government  by 
which  they  are  protected,  and  never  to  encourage  dis- 
loyalty or  rebellion.  A  mason  will  risk  his  life  for  his 
brother  in  the  hour  of  danger,  though  he  may  be  his 
enemy  in  the  midst  of  battle." 

An  intelligible  view  of  the  poetry  and  philosophy  of 
Freemasonry  may  be  gathered  from  the  lodge  Lectures 
themselves ;  which  describe  it  as  "  a  peculiar  system  of 
morality,  veiled  in  allegory  and  illustrated  by  symbols." 
In  the  old  Lectures  this  description  is  explained  in  every 
section.  The  floor  of  the  Lodge  symbolically  teaches 
that  as  the  steps  of  man  tread  in  the  devious  and  uncer- 
tain paths  of  liie,  and  his  days  are  chequered  by  prosperity 
and  adversity,  so  is  his  passage  through  ihis  ;short  and 
precarious  stage  of  existence.  Sometimes  his  journey  is 
«nlightened  by  success;  at  others  it  is  obstructed  by 
m  multitude  of  evils.  For  this  reason  the  floor  of  the 
lodge  is  covered  with  Mosaic  work,  to  remind  us  of  the 
precariousnees  of  our  situation  here ;  to-day  prosperity 
siay  crown  our  labours ;  to-morrow  we  may  totter  on  the 
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uneven  paths  of  weakness,  temptation,  and  advetsitj. 
Then  while  such  emblems  axe  continually  before  our 
eyes,  we  are  morally  taught  to  boast  of  nothing,  but  ta 
walk  uprightly  and  with  humility  before  T  G  A  O  T  U ; 
considering  that  there  is  no  station  on  which  pride  can 
be  stably  founded.  All  men  have  birth,  but  some  are 
bom  to  more  elevated  stations  of  life  than  others  ^  yet, 
when  in  the  grave,  all  are  on  the  level,  death  destroying 
all  distinctions.  As  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  then,  we 
ou^ht  ever  to  act  according  to  the  dictates  of  reason  and 
rehgion,  by  cultivating  harmony,  maintaining  charity, 
and  living  m  unity  and  brotherly  love. 

In  an  Icelandic  poem  quoted  by  Mallet,  we  find  the 
following  curious  picture  of  the  chequered  scenes  of  hu- 
man life ;  which,  though  written  at  an  unknown  distance 
of  time,  and  for  the  use  of  a  barbarous  people,  bears  a 
striking  .resemblance  to  the  peculiar  doctrine  of  Free- 
masonry on  the  same  subject. 

Thk  eymdir  strido, 
When  grief  oppresses  the  mournful  mind, 
And  misery's  scourges  ike  pale  cheeks  furrow, 

And  back  the  world  on  thee  wends  imkind. 
And  wanton  joyaunce  derides  thy  sorrow ; 
Thinky  all  is  round,  and  will  turn  anew, 
Who  laughs  to-day  may  to-n^orrow  rue ; 
All's  equalized. 

Again,  the  illustration  of  the  I M  J  contains  a  direc- 
tion to  the  same  effect.  *^  As  the  tressel  board  is  for  the 
master  to  draw  his  designs  on,  the  better  to  enable  the 
younger  brothers  and  the  more  expert  Fellow  Crafts  to 
carry  on  the  intended  building  with  order,  regularity,  and 
success ;  so  may  the  Holy  Bible  be  justly  deemed  the 
tressel  board  of  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe ; 
because  in  that  holy  book  he  hath  laid  down  such  divine 
plans,  and  moral  designs,  that  were  we  conversant  therein 
and  adherent  thereto,  it  would  bring  us  to  a  building  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  The  Rough 
Ashlar  is  a  stone  rough  as  when  taken  from  the  quarry, 
and  by  the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  workmen  being 
modelled  and  brought  into  due  form,  represents  the  mind 
of  man  in  its  infancy,  uncultivated  and  irregular  like  this 
stone,  but  by  the  kind  care  and  instruction  of  parents, 
guardUans,       teachers,  in  endowing  it  with  a  liberal 
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edueation,  the  mau  becomes  moralized,  and  rendered  an 
useful  member  of  society.  The  Perfect  Ashlar  is  a  stone 
of  a  true  die  square,  which  can  only  be  tried  by  the 
square  and  compasses.  It  represents  the  mind  of  man 
after  a  well  spent  life  in  acts  of  piety  and  devotion  to 
God,  and  benevolence  and  good-^11  to  man,  whichi  caa 
only  be  tried  by  the  square  of  God's  Word,  and  the  com- 
pass of  his  own  conscience*" 

The  Principal  Point  and  the  Original  Signs  are  illus- 
trative of  Brotherly  Love,  Relief,  and  Truth ;  and  of 
Temperance,  Fortitude,  Prudence,  and  Justice;  all  of 
which  are  moral  duties  emanating  from  that  sacred 
Volume  which  is  always  spread  open  upon  the  Pedestal ; 
and  are  copiously  explained  in  the  primitive  lectures  of 
masonry. 

Another  beautiful  illustration  of  the  poetry  of  the 
Order  is  found  in  its  application  of  the  virtues  of  silence 
or  secresy,  which  is  one  of  the  distinguishing  virtues  of 
the  masonic  science,  and  is  regularly  enforced  in  the 
ordinary  masonic  lectures.  Of  all  the  arts  which  masons 
profess,  the  art  of  secresy  particularly  distinguishes  them. 
Taciturnity  is  a  proof  oi  wisdom,  and  is  allowed  to  be  of 
the  utmost  importance  in  the  different  transactions  of 
life.  The  best  writers  have  declared  it  to  be  an  art  of 
inestimable  value ;  and  that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  Deity 
himself,  may  be  easily  conceived,  from  the  glorious  ex- 
ample which  he  gives,  in  concealing  from  mankind  the 
secrets  of  his  Providence.  The  wisest  of  men  cannot 
penetrate  into  the  arcana  of  heaven,  nor  can  they  divine 
to-day  what  to-morrow  may  bring  forth. 

A  certain  Key  is  also  spoken  of  in  the  Prestonian 
Lectures,  which  ought  always  to  hang  in  a  brother^s 
defence  and  never  to  lie  to  his  prejudice;  and  the 
brethren  are  advised  of  the  value  of  a  tongue  of  good 
report,  which  ought  always  to  treat  a  brother's  character 
in  his  absence  as  tenderly  as  if  he  were  present ;  and  if 
unfortunately  his  irregularities  should  be  such,  that  this 
cannot  with  propriety  be  done,  to  adopt  the  distinguish- 
ing virtues  of  the  science. 

This  systenl  was  solemnly  impressed  upon  the  candi- 
date in  the  mysteries  of  Egypt,  whence  originated  the 
famous  quinquennial  silence  of  Pythagoras.  The  priests 
of  Egypt  were  aware,  if  ever  any  set  of  men  were  ao- 
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quainted  with  the  maxim,  that  knowledge  is  power* 
The  higher  classes  of  the  j^riesthood  were  extremely 
cautions  how  they  communicated  information  to  the 
younger  and  lower  orders  of  the  hierarchy;  and  these 
agam  were  not  less  reserved  in  their  intercourse  with  the 
rest  of  society.  The  numerous  and  dangerous  ordeals 
through  which  the  ]priests  had  to  pass,  and  the  long  term 
of  years  allotted  tor  -  their  apprenticeship,  sufficiently 
prove  the  truth  of  the  statement  which  I  have  just  been 
making.  Every  step  by  which  the  aspirant  advanced, 
was  preceded  by  a  new  trial  of  his  patience,  and  a  new 
proof  of  his  fortitude.  Before  he  passed  into  darkness^ 
and  when  again  he  returned  to  the  light,  the  object 
which  still  met  his  eyes,  was  the  image  of  the  god 
whose  finger  is  on  his  lip.  Silence  and  secresy  were  the 
first  duties  taught  to  the  aspirant.  He  n^ight  listen,  but 
he  might  not  speak.  If  he  heard  a  voice,  it  addressed 
him  in  the  language  of  mystery.  If  he  received  informal 
tion,  it  was  conveyed  to  him  through  the  medium  of 
tropes  and  symbols.' 

In  Freemasonry  this  silence  or  secresy  is  urged  on 
the  brethren,  that  they  may  avoid  speaking  of  a  brother's 
faults ;  because  human  nature  being  imperfect,  we  are 
none  of  us  free  from  errors  of  some  kind ;  and  therefore, 
as  we  are  liable  to  censure  ourselves;  we  should  refrain 
from  passing  sentence  upon  others,  that  they  may  be 
actuated  by  a  similar  motive,  and  avoid  all  unfavourable 
reflections  on  our  own  conduct.  It  is  an  amiable  prin- 
ciple, and  highly  beneficial  to  society  ;  for  what  good 
can  possibly  arise  from  a  public  exposure  of  each  other's 
foibfes  or  miscarriages.  If  I  err  to-day,  and  my  brother 
charitably  passes  it  over,  shall  I  expose  the  fault  which 
he  may  commit  to-morrow?  Such  a  course  would  merit 
the  severest  reprobation.  We  have  a  rule,  which,  if 
universally  observed,  would  produce  more  peace  and 
happiness  in  the  world,  than,  I  am  afraid,  is  to  be  found 
amongst  mankind  at  present.  It  is  a  golden  maxim, 
applicable  to  all  tiiines  and  occasions,  and  cannot  possibly  ' 
&u  in  its  operation.  It  was  delivered  by  the  Divinity- 
taught  in  the  gospel^recognized  in  Freemasonry — and 
is  equally  beneficial  to  all  orders  and  descriptions  of 

*  Drammond.  Orig'«  vol.  £.,  p.  207. 
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men.   These  are  the  words.   Whatsoever  you  would 

THAT  MEN  SHOULD  DO  UNTO  TOU,  DO  YE  ALSO  UNTO 
THBM. 

This  may  be  illustrated  hj  a  passage  from  the  Stray 
Leaves"  of  a  Suffolk  Rector.  Speaking  of  an  old  soldier, 
whose  latter  years  were  spent  in  difficulties,  he  says : 
**  Here  was  a  man  who  unquestionably  had  spent  the 

Erime  of  his  life  in  his  country's  service.  He  had  carried 
er  standard  and  had  fought  her  battles.  His  blood  had 
flowed  freely  in  her  cause.  His  adherence  to  her  inte- 
rests had  cost  him  dear.  Wounds,  which  neither  skill 
EOT  time  could  heal,  disabled  him  from  exertion,  and  ren- 
dered life  a  burden.  To  acute  bodily  sufferings  positive 
privation  was  added.  Who  relieved  him?  His  counlry? 
No.  She  left  him  to  perish  on  a  niggardly  pension. 
Who  succoured  him  ?  The  great  Duke,  whose  debt  to 
the  private  soldier  was  so  apparent  and  overwhelming? 
No.  Who,  then,  aided  the  wounded  and  sinking  soldier 
in  his  extremity  ?  The  Brotherhood — a  secret  band, 
if  you  will,  but  active— which  requires  no  other  recom- 
mendation, save  desert,  and  no  other  stimulus  than  sor- 
row. And  yet,  haw  little  is  it  understood^  and  how  strangely 
misrepresented.^^ 

If  a  brother,  however,  should  ^ievously  siii  against 
the  rules  of  the  Institution  or  Society  with  which  he  is 
identified,  we  have  another  rule  of  conduct  which  is  wor- 
thy of  notice.  "  If  thy  brother  shall  trespass  against 
thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  tnee  and  him 
alone.  If  he  shall  hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained  thy  bro- 
ther. But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee,  then  take  with  thee 
one  or  two  more,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  wit- 
nesses every  word  may  be  established.  And  if  he  shall 
neglect  to  hear  them,  tell  it  unto  the  assembly ;  but  if 
he  neglect  to  hear  the  assembly,  let  him  be  unto  thee  as 
an  heathen  man  and  a  publican.^  In  the  Book  of  Consti- 
tutions, (Private  Lodges,)  we  find  it  provided,  that  if  any 
brother  behave  in  such  a  way  as  to  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  Lodge,  he  shall  be  thrice  formally  admonished  by 
the  Master ;  and  if  he  persist  in- his  irregular  conduct,  he 
shall  be  punished  according  to  the  Bye-Liftws  of  that 
particular  Lodge ;  or  the  case  may  be  reported  to  higher 
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masonic  authority;  bnt'ne  Lodge  shall  exclude  any 
member  without  giving  him  due  notice  of  the  charge 
preferred  against  him,  and  of  the  time  appointed  for  its 
consideration.  The  proceedings  against  him  are  thus 
conducted  with  great  caution  and  secresy.  The  erring 
brother  must  be  privately  admonished  by  the  Master 
thrice.  Some  of  these  admonitions,  it  is  hoped,  may  save 
him  from  exposure.  If  the  two  first  should  unhappily 
fail  of  their  effect,  the  third  is  generally  given  in  the  pre- 
sence of  two  or  three  confidential  frienas  and  brothers, 
as  witnesses  of  the  fact,  and  sometimes  before  the  Lodge ; 
and  if  this  should  also  be  disregarded,  still  mercj  pre- 
vails— he  is  fiimished  with  a  rarther  opportumty  of 
repentance  and  amendment  of  life.  The  case  may  be 
referred  to  the  P.  G.  Lodge,  or  the  Board  of  General 
Purposes ;  and  if  he  persist  in  his  contumacy,  he  is  pun- 
ished by  fine,  suspension,  or,  in  extreme  cases,  by  expul- 
sion. In  the  language  above  cited,  he  becomes,  in  our 
estimation,  as  an  heathen  man  and  a  publican. 

The  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachu- 
setts contains  the  following  very  judicious  regulation  on 
this  subject :  "  The  accusation  shall  be  made  in  writing, 
under  the  signature  of  a  Master  Mason,  and  given  in 
charge  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Lodge ;  who,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Master,  shall  serve,  or  cause  the  accused 
to  be  served  with,  an  attested  copy  of  the  charges,  four- 
teen days  at  least  previously  to  the  time  appointed  for 
their  examination,  provided  the  residence  of  the  accused 
shall  be  known,  and  shall  be  within  the  distance  of  fifty 
miles  of  the  place  where  the  Lodge  having  the  matter  in 
hand  is  located.  If  the  residence  of  the  accused  be  at  a 
greater  distance  than  fifty  miles,  then,*  and  in  that  case, 
a  summons  to  appear  and  show  cause,  forwarded  to  him 
by  the  mail  or  other  conveyance,  twenty  days  at  least 
before  the  time  of  trial,  shall  be  considered  sufficient  ser- 
vice. If  his  residence  be  out  of  the  State,  and  unknown, 
the  Lodge  may  proceed  to  examine  the  charges  ex  parte ; 
but  if  kiown,  a  summons  shall  be  sent  to  him  by  mail, 
or  otherwise,  sixty  days  at  least  before  the  time  appointed 
for  the  examination ;  which  shall  be  had  in  a  Lodge  spe- 
cially notified  and  convened  for  the  purpose,  at  which 
no  visitors  shall  be  admitted,  except  as  counsel  or  wit- 
nesses.' The  accused  may  select  any  brother  for  his  coun- 
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sel,  and  witnesses  skall  testify,  if  maspns,  on  their  honour, 
as  such.  Hearsay  evidence  shall  be  excluded*  The  ques* 
tion — ^Is  the  accused  guilty  or  not  guilty  ?  shall  be  put 
to  each  member  of  the  Lodge,  by  name,  commencmg 
with  the  youngest.  The  answer  shall  be  given  standing, 
and  in  a  distinct  and  audible  manner,  which  shall  be 
recorded  by  the  Secretary.  If  the  verdict  be  suspension 
or  expulsion,  an  attested  copy  of  the  proceedings  shall 
be  sent  up  at  the  ensuing  meeting  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
for  examination  and  final  action*". 

Again,  the  secresy  of  Freeihasons  is  an  effectual  anti- 
dote to  slander  and  defamation.  These  are  vices  of  the 
most  baleful  kind,  because  they  injure  the  credit  of  him 
who  is  the  subject  of  false  report,  without  benefiting 
the  slandeier.  Defamation  is  a  crime  of  the  blackest  dye; 
it  is  founded  in  malice,  propagated  in  hatred,  and  becomes 
the  mischievous  author  of  suspicion,  envy,  and  all  un- 
charitableness.  Amongst  numerous  bodies  of  men,  it 
must  necessarily  happen  that  characters  will  occasionally 
be  found,  how  strictly  soever  the  institutions  of  a  society 
may  guard  against  their  introduction,  who  are  base 
enough  to  pass  unmerited  censures  on  their  brethreiiy 
even  at  the  risk  of  sullying  their  own  reputation ;  and 
the  usual  consequences  will  follow,  if  great  care  is  not 
taken  to  crush  this  mischievous  propensity  in  its  bud, 
and  check  the  rising  evil  before  any  fatal  results  are  ac- 
complished. 

If  not— rif  through  favour,  or  fear,  or  timidity,  or  any 
other  improper  feeling  in  a  Master  of  a  Lodge,  the 
necessary  precautions  are  not  adopted — if  the  eqoined 
admonitions  be  deferred  from  time  to  time,  or  postponed 
ad  infinitum,  he  will  soon  find  his  Lodge  in  a  state  of 
insubordination  and  misrule,  which  will  be  highly  discre- 
ditable to  himself,  and  inflict  a  great  portion  of  evil  on 
the  community  which  he  governs. 

And  more  than  this ;  society  will  suffer  firom  the  bad 
example  thus  exhibited;  for  the  disorders  of  a  Lodge, 
like  those  of  a  city  built  upon  a  hill,  cannot  be  concealM ; 
and  the  most  disastrous  effects  may  possibly  ensue  firom 
the  misconduct  of  a  member,  au^ented  and  strength* 
lened  by  the  discreditable  conmvance  of  the  Master, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  discountenance  every  attempt  to 
violate  the  institutes  of  Masonry,  amongst  which  the 
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reoommendationB  to  avoid  slander  occupy  a  prominent 
situation.  For  what  good  can  be  expected  to  arise  out  of 
whisperings,  backbitings,  debates,  strife,  variance,  emu- 
lations, anger,  and  evil  speaking  ?  A  high  authority  pro- 
claims that  if  any  man  seem  to  be  religious  and  bridleth 
not  his  tongue,  Imt  deceiveth  his  own  heart,  this  man's 
religion  is  vain. 

It  was  an  excellent  regulation  of  our  own  Grand  Lodge 
in  the  last  century,  that  when  any  brother  whs  proposed 
to  join  a  Lodge,  or  any  candidate  to  be  initiateci,  and  it 
should  appear  upon  casting  up  the  ballot,  that  he  was 
rejected ;  it  was  absolutely  foibidden  that  fmy  member 
or  visiting  brother  should  discover^  by  any  means  what- 
soever, who  those  members  were  that  opposed  his  elec- 
tion, under  the  penalty  of  such  member  being  forever 
expelled  from  the  Lodge,  and  if  a  visiting  brother,  of  his 
bemg  never  more  admitted  as  a  visitor,  or  idlowed  to 
become  a  member;  and  immediately  after  a  negative 


cause  this  law  to  be  read,  that  no  brother  present  may 
plead  ignorance. 

This  law  ought  to  be  revived,  for  a  talebearer  is  un- 
worthy of  a  place  amongst  honest  men.  He  is  a  despi- 
cable character,  and  ought  to  be  avoided.  He  enters  a 
Lodge— listens  to  everything  that  is  said,  and  reports  it 
abroad  with  numerous  exaggerations,  and  generally  under 
a  pretended  seal  of  secresy — as  if  those  on  whom  he 
obtrudes  his  information  care  anything  about  his  injunc- 
tions not  to  repeat  the  calumny.  The  slander  spreads 
far  and  wide,  and,  like  a  secret  poison,  becomes  incurable 
before  the  inj  ured  person  knows  anything  about  it.  This, 
therefore,  may  justly  be  accounted  one  of  the  most  cruel 
wounds  inflicted  by  a  tongue  of  evil  j^port ;  for  it  under- 
mines society,  and  frequently^  robs  families  of  their  peace, 
and  innocent  persons  of  their  good  name.  It  separateth 
chief  friends ;  and,  therefore,  a  tongue  that  is  given  to 
this  .wicked  practice^  may  be  properly  said  to  be  set  on 
fire  of  hell. 

For  instance,  a  neighbour  has  acted  indiscreetly.  The 
story  is  conveyed  from  ear  to  ear.  It  is  carried  from 
house  to  house.  It  is  the  topic  of  every  circle.  The 
evil-speaker  hears  the  tale  with  rapture,  and  with  rap- 
ture relates  it.   He  enlarge  upon  the  enormity  of  the 
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crime;  he  lashes  it  with  severity;  he  loads  the  actor 
of  it  with  the  harshest  epithets  with  which  the  language 
is  able  to  supply  him.  Is  he  ashamed  of  his  want  of 
lenity  and  mercy  ?  Does  he  blush  before  his  conscience 
when  he  retires  into  himself,  and  looks  to  the  heap  of 
stones,  and  hard  ones,  too,  which  he  has  thrown  ?  When 
he  sinks  upon  his  pillow,  will  the  recollection  of  the 
words  that  have  gone  from  him  allow  him  to  sleep? 
^is  sleep  is  as  sound  as  yours.  He  flatters  himself  that 
he  is  actuated  solely  by  a  virtuous  abhorrence  of  ini- 
quity.* 

Let  every  Master  of  a  Lodge,  therefore,  when  he  hears 
an  unfavourable  report  of  any  individuiJ  brother,  which 
he  has  reason  to  think  false  or  exaggerated,  consider 
hxiMidf  as  an  injured  party,  and  bound  by  the  duties  of 
his  office  to  do  justice  to  a  calumniated  mend,  who  may, 
perhaps,  be  unconscious  that  his  reputation  has  been 
assailed. 

It  would  be  easy  to  proceed  much  further  in  illustra- 
tion of  the  poetry  and  philosophy  of  Freemasonry,  but  it 
will  be  unnecessary,  as  enough  has  been  already  said -to 
show  the  nature  of  its  working,  and  the  effect  which  such 
a  system  is  sure  to  produce  upon  a  great  majority  of  the 
members.  And  if  carried  into  general  practice,  cannot 
fail  to  insure  the  most  beneficial  results  to  society,  by 
the  admixture  of  even  that  small  portion  who  have 
received  the  benefit  of  masonic  instruction ;  because  it  is 
the  sentence  of  one  wiser  than  man,  that  a  little  leaven 
leaveneth  the  whole  lump." 

The  superficial  mode  which  is  at  present  used  by 
many  of  our  country  brethren  of  conductiug  a  lodge, 
%  is  totally  inefficient.  And  it  can  scarcely  be  otherwise, 
when  only  two  or  three  hours  in  every  month  are 
devoted  to  the  purposes  of  Masonry ;  and  out  of  which, 
the  routine  business  of  management — ^the  propositions, 
ballotting,  initiations,  passings,  raisings,  and  desultory  ^ 
motions,  occupy  so  much  time,  that  little  remains  for 
the  purpose  of  pursuing  the  studies  necessary  to  a  com- 

Elete  knowledge  of  the  science.    At  best,  the  Lodge 
ectures  are  too  circumscribed  for  a  course  of  general 
instruction;  and  yet  they  are  quite  as  explanatory  as 
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the  natnre  of  the  eifcumstances  will  admit ;  for  in  the 
limited  portion  of  time  which  can  be  assigned  to  their 
delivery,  it  would  require  almost  the  whole  twelve 
months  from  festival  to  festival  to  go  deliberately 
through  the  entire  lectures  of  the  three  degrees.  For 
this  reason  many  Lodges  confine  themselves  to  the  first 
three  or  four  sections  of  the  E.  A.  P.  Lecture,  and 
seldom  touch  on  the  other  two,  except  at  passings  and 
raisings  ;  some  are  content  with  a  simple  explanation  of 
the  Floor  Cloth  or  Tracing  Board ;  while  others  seldom 
venture  beyond  the  Qualification  Questions ! 

Now  it  will  be  readily  admitted  that  Freemasonry,  as 
it  ought  to  be,  is  invested  with  higher  views  and  more 
interesting  and  useful  objects  of  contemplation.  By 
the  principle  of  association,  and  a  mutual  interchange  of 
sentiments,  it  inculcates  brotherly  love  among  all  man- 
kind ;  it  tends  to  soften  the  harshness  of  an  exclusive 
or  sectarian  feeling  towards  those  who  differ  from  us  in 
our  views  of  religioii  and  politics,  although  it  allows  of 
no  discussions  in  either  the  one  or  the  other ;  it  suppresses 
the  attachment  to  class,  which  is  the  bane  of  all  other 
institutions ;  and  by  the  purity  of  4ts  sentiments,  it  harmo- 
nizes the  mind,  ameliorates  the  disposition,  and  produces 
that  genuine  feeling  of  benevolence  and  Christian  charity 
which  **  suffereth  long  and  is  kind ;  which  envieth  not, 
vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed  up,  doth  not  behave 
itself  unseemly,  seeketh  not  her  own,  is  pot  easily  pro- 
voked, thinketh  no  evil,  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  out 
rejoiceth  in  the  truth ;  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all 
things,  endureth  all  things."* 

The  above  principles  are  almost  exclusively  Christian, 
and  afford  ample  evidence  that  a  corroboration  of  the 
moral  precepts  of  Freemasonry  will  be  found^  in  the 
Gospel  of  Christ.  A  talented  Brother,  with  whom  I 
have  had  an  extensive  correspondence  on  the  subject  of 
masonry,  writes  thus : — Your  hypothesis  that  the  Lec- 
tures of  Masonry,  as  now  authorized  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  are  intended  to  enforce  the  great  truth  of  Chris- 
tianity, is  undoubtedly  correct.  And  as  they  were 
framed  by  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  less 
was  scarcely  to  be  expected.    But  I  contend  that  all 
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allnsionB  to  Christianity  are  interpolations  itt  the  system. 
In  a  mere  Blue  Lodge,  which  I  maintain  to  have  been 
originally  restricted  to  working  masons,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  nothing  more  was  required  than  a  moral 
explanation  of  the  Bible,  Square,  Compasses,  Level, 
and  Plumb.  In  Scotland  the  three  first  degrees  were 
considered  to  be  confined  almost  entirely  to  science,  and 
the  correct  definition  of  masonry  is — science  founded  on 
Qeometry,  Mathematics,  and  Astronomy.  And  accord- 
ingly the  top  of  the  Master's  Rod  of  Office  is  surmount- 
ed by  a  triangular  spear  head,  on  which  ^e  the  let- 
ters G.  M.  A.  The  Scotch  masons  consider  the  moral 
explanation,  if  obvious  and  simple,  to  be  proper,  but 
reter  all  deep  and  mystical  topics  to  a.  superior  degree. 
In  short  they  allow  of  no  allusion  to  the  New  Testa- 
ment, nor  to  anything  in  the  Old  Testament  after  the 
book  of  Kings  and  Chronicles,  referring  to  the  Temple 
ot'  Solomon ;  and  there  must  be  no  anachronism.  All 
after  the  building  of  the  Temple,  are  topics  that  cannot 
be  touched  on  until  we  arrive  at  the  Royal  Order  of  H. 
R.  D.  M. ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  en  regie  to  refer  to  the 
chief  corner  stone  till  the  appearance  of  a  Christian 
degree.  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity  have  no  business  in 
the  lectures  of  the  Blue  degrees ;  unless,  indeed,  we  are 
to  abandon  our  claims  to  antiquity,  and  admit  that 
Freemasonry  is  a  fabrication,  invented  at  some  recent 
period  subsequently  to  the  crucifixion  of  Christ." 

It  will  he  observed,  however,  that  Christian  allusions 
abound  in  the  lectures  of  masonry  long  before  Dn  Hem- 
ming remodelled  them  in  1814.  They  exist  copiously  in 
the  very  earliest  masonic  manuscripts  known;  which 
*  Mr.  Halliwell  pronounces  to  be  a  production  of  the  14tb 
century ;  while  others  consider  them  to  be  coeval  with 
the  time  of  Athelstone.  Christian  references  are  also 
found  in  the  first  lectures  authorized  by  our  own  Grand 
Lodge  in  1720.  In  fact  Dr.  Hemming,  so  far  from 
introducing  into  his  formula  any  new  allusions  to  our 
most  holy  faith,  actually  expunged  some  of  those  which 
were  in  use  before  his  time. 

•The  first  lectures  after  the  revival,  when  it  was 
arranged  that  the  privileges  of  masonry  should  no 
longer  be  restricted  to  operative  masons,  but  extend  to 
men  of  various  professions,  provided  they  were  regularly 
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approved  and  initiated  into  the  Order,"  contained  mmy 
Christian  references,  which  were  gradually  increased 
in  every  successive  arrangement,  until  Hutchinson, 
about  the  year  1784,  interpreted  the  third  degree  as 
being  exclusively  Christian.  Now  although  I  cannot 
subscribe  to  this  view  of  the  case,  it  shows  at  least  the 
feelings  of  our  brethren  of  the  last  century  on  this  par- 
ticular subject;  and  it  is  my  deliberate  opinion,  that  if 
even  the  group  of  symbols  which  form  the  subject  of 
this  volume,  was  struck  out  of  Freemasonry,  and  it 
forms  chiefly  an  illustration  of  the  first  degree,  the  system 
would  be  so  thoroughly  impoverished  that  it  would  fail 
to  interest  the  mind  even  of  an  indifferent  enquirer;  while 
the  more  talented  candidate  would  take  leave  of  us  on 
the  threshold,  and  consider  the  charges  of  frivolity  and 
uselessness,  which  have  be  enpreferred  by  our  enemies, 
to  be  amply  conBimed. 

That  this  can  never  happen  in  masonry  as  it  is  at 
present  constructed,  will  be  shown  by  the  evidence  of 
my  friend  Bro.  Tucker,  P.  G.  for  Dorset ;  who,  said,  in 
his  speech  at  Weymouth,  1846: — "The  whole  of  our 
proceedings  stamp  the  institution  of  Freemasonry  with 
a  character,  divine  in  its  origin,  holy  in  its  purposes,  and 
conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  man.  We  will  not 
enquire  how  far  it  may  be  supposed  to  be  allied  in  form 
to  the  ancient  Druid  in  his  rites  and  mysteries,  or  in  the 
erection  of  his  temple,  nor  to  the  refined  philosophy  of 
the  em'ly  Greek,  or  the  dark  and  mysterious  knowledge 
of  the  Egyptian  hieroglyphic ;  neither  will  we  consider 
how  far  we  are  warranted  in  applying  the  use  of  fa- 
miliar masonic  terms  to  the  ancient  patriarchs  to  whom 
came  the  divine  message  to  man  in  all  the  power  and 
terrific  grandeur  of  heavenly  majesty,  as  well  as  in  the 
sweetness  of  divine  love,  in  the  sdll  small  voice  of  mer- 
cy; but  we  will  take  it  on  its  own  merits,  as  founded 
on  the  Word  of  God,  as  the  guide  of  our  days,  and  set- 
ting before  us  the  hope  of  eternal  life ; — an  institution 
equally  apart  from  biffotry  and  fanaticism,  teaching 
US  to  walk  in  the  good  old  paths  of  our  forefathers; 
to  do  justly,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
Ood,  being  also  heir  with  them  of  the  same  promises, 
and  endeavouring  to  draw  all  mankind  of  every  clime, 
colour,  and  religion,  within  the  circle,  to  that  point  from 
which  a  master  mason  cannot  materially  err." 
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BED.  R.  OBAVfiS, 
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 B.  COSTA, 

 W.  L.  WRIGHT, 

  O.  CHANCE, 

 M.  COSTA, 

 W.  L.  W.  APLIN, 

 L.  CAMPANILE, 

 B.  SPENCBB, 

 Z.  WATKINS, 

 J.  N.  BAINBRIDaE, 

 S.  BRIZZI, 

 E.  MUIiLINS, 

 J.  WHITMORB, 


S.  w. 
J.  w. 
p.  M.  &  TRBA. 

SEC* 
S.  D. 
J.  B. 
STEWARD. 
P.  M.  &  M.  O* 


»PA8T  MASTERS, 


Of  the  Bank  of  England  Lodge,  No.  329,  London. 


Mr  Dear  Brethren, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  dedicating  to  you  the  follow- 
ing obBervations  on  the  Lectures  on  Masonry,  as  they 
were  arranged  at  the  Union  in  1813,  and  directed  to  be 
used  in  all  the  private  lodges  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  ;  and  am  right  glad  that  a  public  opportunity 
has  occurred  of  acknowledging  the  kindness  which  you 
have  extended  to  me  on  several  occasions,  and  of 
expressing  the  gratification  I  have  ever  felt  in  being 
associated,  as  an  honorary  member  of  the  lodge,  with  so 
many  eminent  men,  whose  zeal  and  services  in  the  cause 
of  masonry  have  justly  excited  the  approb****^ 
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fraternity,  and  placed  them  high  in  the  estimation  of  the 


It  wiirbe  needless  to  repeat  my  opinion  of  the  Order 
which  we  yenerate  and  profess.  It  is  well  known  that 
I  haye  bestowed  much  attention  on  the  subject  both  as 
a  theoretical  and  a  practical  science,  and  the  results  of 
my  enquiries  are  before  you. 

The  benefits  arising  from  a  competent  knowledge  of 
the  poetry  and  philosophy,  of  Freemasonry  are  open  to 
eyery  studious  person,  ana  may  be  easily  attained  by  a 
proper  exercise  of  the  mental  faculties.  It  is 'by  c^re 
and  industry  that  eyery  earthly  good  is  secured.  The 
Freemason,  therefore,  who  expects  to  reap  any  intellec* 
tual  advantages  from  the  Order,  roust  study  its  principles 
with  diligence  and  assiduity,  as  you  have  donej  else  he 
will  fail  in  the  attempt. 

A  true  knowledge  of  the  science  will  not  be  acquired 
by  indolence  and  apathy,  nor  hy  a  mere  acquisition  of 
its  signs,  and  tokens,  and  technicalities.  These  are  but 
the  keys  to  our  treasure.  The  cabinet  must  be  opened, 
and  its  contents  examined  carefully,  and  with  an  ardent 
desire  to  profit  by  the  materials  which  are  deposited  there. 
■  If  a  brother  be  desirous  of  becoming  useful  to  the 
science  of  Freemasonry,  he  will  not  be  content  with 
a  mere  superficial  knowledge  of  the  externals,  but  will 
examine  its  esoteric  secrets  with  the  feelings  of  an 
enthusiast ;  and  by  bringing  forth  its  latent  virtues  into 
view,  will  himself  reap  a  full  share  of  the  blessings 
which  it  is  so  well  calculated  to  confer  on  society  at  large. 

It  is  by  the  practice  of  such  a  judicious  course  of 
study  that  the  brethren  of  329  have  distinguished  them- 
selves ;  and  the  acknowledghient  of  such  a  belief  will 
not  be  thought  presumptuous  or  inapproprickte,  when 
avowed  by  one  who  has  the  greatest  pleasure  in  thus 
subscribing  himself. 


My  dear  Brethren, 

Your  obliged  and  faithful 
Servant  and  Brother, 
GEO.  OLIVER,  D.  D., 


Hon.  Member  of  the  Lodge. 


Sgofwick  ViCARAOB) 
AitgM  1,  1849. 
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A  few  observations  on  the  Lodge  Lectures^  with  the  means  oj 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  them. 

**Bto.  Lane  mid  he  had  derived  much  pleasure  and  instruotioB 
from  that  source  of  knowledge  which  is  oontalned  in  published  worita 
on  Masonr^r.  Those  who  know  an;jrthing  of  the  Continent,  know 
that  large  collections  of  books  exist  in  masonic  societies  there,  and, 
that  many  valuable  works  wore  in  this  country,  which  the  library,  if 
established,  might  some  day  hope  to  possess.  He  had  collected 
several  rare  and  ooatly  works  on  Masonry,  valuable,  even  in  the  places 
where  they  were  published  and  best  known,  for  their  scarcitv ;  these 
he  intended  to  present  if  the  lihrorjr  were  established,  ana  carried 
on  under  regulations  that  were  satisfactory  to  him." — Debate  in 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  formation  of  a  lAhrary  and  Museum, 

Thb  Lectures  of  Freeniaaoniy  teach — and  if  they 
taught  nothing  else,  their  value  would  be  incalculable — 
that  it  is  only  by  the  practice  of  the  relative  and  social 
duties  of  liie  that  our  present  condition  can  be  bene- 
fitted, or  even  maintained.  The  discharge  of  these  per- 
manent obligations,  'will  make  good  masters,  as  well  as 
^ood  servants;  ffood  magistrates,  as  well  as  good  sub- 
jects; kind  husbands,  and  faithful  wives;  for  all  have 
duties  to  perform,  the  absence  of  any  one  of  which  would 
break  the  chain  of  social  relations,  and  destroy  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  placed 
under  its  influence.  A  vicious  parent,  by  evil  example, 
will  demoralize  the  principles  of  his  offspring;  and  the 
consequences  may  be  transmitted  for  years  to  come ;  as 
is  the  case  with  some  physical  peculiarities  and  blemishes ; 
whence  arises  the  bad  character  which  we  frequently 
find  attached  to  particular  families ;  and  adheres  to  them 
and  their  descendants,  who  inherit  their  mischievous 
propensities,  sometimes  ihrough  many  generations. 

The  proposition  will  hold  good  when  applied  to  a 
masonic  looge.   If  the  Master  be  addicted  to  intemper- 
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anoe,  the  brethren  will  eagerly  icnital;e  the  example,  and 
plead  it  as  an  excuse  tor  their  own  irregularities.  But 
such  a  plea,  though  it  may  satisfy  the  conscience  of  an 
offending  person,  will  avail  him  nothing  in  mitigation  of 
the  punishment  which  is  due  to  his  crime,  whatever  it 
may  be,  .either  in  this  world  or  in  that  which  is  to  con^e. 
Would  it  be  accounted  a  valid  excuse  in  a  court  of 
justice,  for  a  prisoner  to  urge  the  legality  of  his  having 
committed  a  murder  or  a  robbef-y,  because  others  had 
done  the  same,  or  because  they  persuaded  him  to  do  it  ? 
Or  will  the  laws  of  Masonry  be  invalidated,  if  au  erring 
brother  should  plead — only  imitated  the  example 
which  had  been  set  by  the  W.  M.  when  I  got  intoxicated, 
or  slandered  a  fellow  creature;  and  therefore,  he  is  thet 
transgressor  and  not  I.''  He  might  with  equal  justice 
blame  the  genial  influence  of  the  sun  because  it  brings 
poisonous,  as  well  €ks  salutiferous,  herbs  to  maturity. 

In  the  Book  of  Constitutions  this  is  guarded  against 
by  a  series  of  judicious  regulations  which  can  neither 
be  evaded  nor  misunderstood.  Indeed,  the  first  lesson 
which  is  taught  to  a  candidate  is,  the  necessity  of  a  strict 
adherence  to  his  relative  and  social  duties.  And  to  give 
this  the  greater  effect,  it  is  directed  to  be  done  by  the 
Master,  in  a  Charge  which  he  is  enjoined  to  deliver  at 
every  initiation.  In  this  Charge  the  following  beautiful 
passage  occurs.  As  a  citizen  of  the  world,  I  am  next 
to  enjoin  you  to  be  exemplary  in  the  discharge  of  your 
civil  duties,  by  never  proposing,  or  at  all  countenancing, 
any  act  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  subvert  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  society ;  by  paying  due  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  any  state  which  may  for  a  time  become  the 
place  of  your  residence,  or  afford  you  its  protection ;  and> 
above  all,  by  never  losing  sight  of  the  allegiance  due  to 
the  sovereign  of  your  native  land;  ever  remembering 
that  Nature  has  implanted  in  your  breast  a  sacred  indisso- 
luble attachment  to 'that  country  from  which  you  derived 
your  birth  and  infant  nurture."  Indeed,  the  same  Charge 
declares  that,  the  practice  of  social  and  morel  virtue  con-* 
stitutes  the  solid  foundation  on  which  Freemasonry  rests. 
And  this  view  is  borne  out  by  the  general  teaching  of 
the  Lodge. 

A  knowledge  of  the  Lectures  of  Masonry  is  accom- 
plished by  a  system  of  mutual  instruction  which  en* 
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courages  and  rewards  industry.  Indolence  is,  indeed,  the 
parent  of  every  vice.  **  If  you  ask  me,"  says  Lavater, 
— ^**if  you  ask  me  which  is  the  real  hereditary  sin  of 
human  nature,  do  you  imagine  I  shall  answer  pride,  or 
luxury,  or  ambition,  or  egotism  ?  No  ;  I  shall  say  In- 
dolence ;  who  conquers  indolence  will  conquer  all  the 
rest/'  It  has  been  justly  remarked  that  if  the  mind  of 
man  be  not  employed  in  good,  it  vnll  be  employed  in 
evil.  And  hence  spring  the  numerous  crimes  which 
deform  society,  and  lead  to  a  painful  and  ignominious 
death. 

The  sagacious  Greeks  saw  this  in  its  true  light,  and 
their  legislators  provided  against  it  by  the  intr^uction 
of  judicious  laws.  Solon,  as  well  as  Draco,  began  with 
childhood,  and  provided  for  the  good  conduct  of  the 
future  citizen  by  assigning  masters  adapted  to  the  charac- 
ter and  talents  of  the  children ;  and  especial  care  was  taken 
that  no  evil  communications  should  contaminate  their 
minds.  A  court  of  justice  was  appointed  to  superintend 
the  process  of  education ;  and  if  any  improper  person 
obtruded  himself  unnecessarily  into  the  presence  of  the 
children,  he  was  punished  with  death.  When  arrived  at 
maturity,  the  school  was  changed  for  the  gymnasium ; 
atid  they  were  still  under  the  superintendence  of  the  law, 
that  the  dangers  of  evil  example  might  be  avoided,  and 
purity  of  manners  secured.  After  this,  rewards  were 
assigned  to  virtue,  and  punishment  to  vice. 

A  similar  plan  is  pursued  in  a  mason's  lodge.  The 
system  of  lecturing  wnich  is  there  used,  if  industriously 
and  faithfully  pursued,  will  produce  the  6ame  effect,  by 
extinguishing  idleness,  and  promoting  a  spirit  of  enquiry 
and  tibought.  Every  person  becomes  desirous  of  excel- 
ling ;  and  this  induces  an  earnest  attention  and  applica- 
tion to  the  business  in  hand.  The  offices  of  the  lodge 
are  open  to  none  but  such  as,  by  diligent  reflection,  have 
formed  their  minds  to  a  habit  of  reasoning,  which  is  the 
forerunner  of  knowledge,  and  enables  them  to  exchange 
the  character  of  pupils  for  that  of  teachers.  The 
judicious  division  of  the  Lectures  into  sections  and 
clauses,  afibrds  ample  facilities  for  improvement;  and 
by  acquiring  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  parts ;  by 
conquering  the  graduated  steps  in  detail ;  the  tyro  soon 
becomes  master  of  the  whole ;  and  the  excellency  to  which 
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he  thus  visihly  approaches,  recommends  him  to  the 
notice  and  applause  of  the  brethren* 

The  knowledge  thus  acquired  is  a  speeies  of  wealth 
which  is  endurable,  and  cannot  be  taken  away.  When 
i  the  city  of  Megara  was  captured  by  Demetrius,  and  the 
soldiers  were  about  to  plunder  it,  the  Athenians,  by  a 
strong  intercession,  prevailed  on  the  general  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  expulsion  of  the  garrison.  There  was 
residing  in  the  city  at  that  time  a  celebrated  philosopher 
whose  name  was  Stilpo.  Demetrius  sought  him  out, 
and  asked  him  if  the  soldiers  had  taken  anything  from 
bim.  He  answered,  **no,  none  of  them  wanted  to  steal 
my-  knowledge." 

A  habit  of  systematic  regularity  being  once  attained 
by  the  practice  of  the  lodge,  it  soon  becomes  character- 
istic of  the  man  ;  and  this  principle,  judiciously  exercised, 
will  lead  him  to  eminence,  whatever  may  be  the  station 
which  he  occupies  in  the  world.  A  heathen  poet  could 
tell  us  that  idleness  is  the  prolific  parent  of  all  vice. 

Qiueritiir  ifigystns  quare  sit  factus  adtllter ; 
In  promptu  oausu  est ;  dosidioBiis  erat« 

On  the  other  hand,  perseverance  is  always  successful ; 
for  that  which  is  attributed  to  misfortune,  ipay  often  be 
the  effect  of  imprudence  or  inattention.  How  frequently 
do  we  hear  complaints  from  indolent  men,  that  their 
time  is  so  fully  occupied  in  providing  for  the  necessities 
of  their  families,  that  they  have  no  leisure  for  specula- 
tive pursuits,  when  in  fact  there  are  more  hours  wasted 
in  frivolities  by  such  men  than  would  serve  to  make  them 
masters  of  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  if  they  were  properly 
applied.  When  Philip,  King  of  Macedon,  invited  Dio- 
nysius  the  younger  to  dine  with  him  ut  Corinth,  he  felt 
an  inclination  to  deride  the  father  of  his  royal  guest, 
because  he  had  blended  the  characters  of  prince  and 
poet,  and  had  employed  his  leisure  in  wnting  odes 
and  tragedies.  '*How  could  the  King  find  leisure," 
said  Phihp,    to  write  these  trifles  ?  "  Dionysius  answered, 

in  those  hours  which  you  and  I  spend  in  drunkenness 
and  debauchery." 

By  the  practice  of  industry,  even  during  the  short 
period  employed  by  the  master  in  delivering  his  periodic 
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cal  instructions,  any  Brother  may  improve  his  mind  by 
acquiring  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Lodge  Lectures; 
ana  they  will  abundantly  reward  his  labours,  by  leading 
him  to  regard  the  works  of  creation  not  merely  with  the 
eye  of  a  philosopher,  but  with*  that  of  a  Christian* 
They  will  teach  him  to  look  from  Nature  up  to  Nature's 
God,  as  displayed  in  his  glorious  works  m  the  starry 
firmament,  which  every  mason  who  is  desirous  of  becom* 
ing  perfect  in  the  art  should  study  with  attention,  as 
ftiey  display  the  wonders  of  his  handy  work.  The 
canopy  of  the  Lodge  is  an  open  book  where  he  may 
read  the  tokens  of  power  and  magnificence  which  dis- 
play the  absolute  perfection  of  T  G  A  O  T  U.  The 
annual  recurrence  of  vegetation  and  decay  afibrds  strik- 
ing indications  of  his  powerful  Hand,  but  the  beauties 
with  which  he  hath  decorated  the  heavens,  are  evident 
manifestations  of  his  supremacy,  still  more  sublimely 
apparent.  They  harmonize  with  his  Holy  Word,  and 
contain  incontrovertible  proois  of  its  truth;  and  the 
Master  of  a  Lodge  who  omits  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  brethren  to  these  august  phenomena,  is  deficient  in 
his  duties,  and  fails  to  make  the  science  of  Freemasonry 
subservient  to  the  great  end  for  which  it  is  principally 
designed— ^tbe  glory  of  God  and  the  welfare  of  man. 

The  true  mason  will  look  with  sentiments  of  awe  and 
veneration  on  these  and  other  great  works  which  are 
open  to  his  observation,  although  not,  perhaps,  specific 
cally  mentioned  in  the  lectures.  I  refer  to  the  treasures 
as  w«ll  as  the  terrors  which  the  earth  contains  within 
its  bowels;  minerals  and  metals;  boiling  springs  and 
burning  mountains ;  earthquakes  and  simoons,  pestilence 
and  famine.  All  these,  if  judiciously  introduced  as 
an  illustration  of  certain  portions  of  the  lectures,  will 
prove  highly  interesting  to  the  brethren,  and  enable  the 
intelligent  Master  to  refer  them  severally  to  the  power 
of  the  Most  High.  For  it  is  the  Lord  that  command* 
eth  the  waters ;  it  is  the  glorious  God  that  maketh  the 
thunder ;  it  is  the  Lord  that  nil  eth  the  sea ;  the  voice  of 
Jehovah  is  mighty  in  operation ;  the  voice  of  Jehovah  is 
a  glorious  voice.  It  breaketh  the  cedar  trees ;  yea,  it 
breaketh  the  cedars  of  Libanus.  He  maketh  them  also 
to  skip  like  a  calf;  Libanus  also,  and  Sirion,  like  a 
young  unicorn.    The  voice  of  Jehovah  divideth  the 
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the  flames  of  fire;  the  yoice  of  Jehovah  thaketh  the 
wilderness;  jea^  the  Lord  shaketh  the  wilderness  of 
Cades."^ 

All  our  scientific  disquisitions  are  invested  with  the 
same  tendency.  They  serve  to  make  us  wiser  and 
better  men ;  and  if  they  fail  to  do  so,  the  fault  is  not 
in  the  institution,  but  in  the  indifference  of  the  recipient 
to  the  real  object  aad  design  of  masonic  teaching. 

It  will  be  readily  admitted  that  the  details  of  Free^ 
masonry  are  somewhat  faulty,  and  their  amendment 
would  tend  to  increase  not  only  the  benefits  but  the 
popularity  of  the  Order.  In  the  United  Stat-es  these 
details  are  carried  out  with  much  better  effect  than  in 
some  of  our  country  Lodges ;  the  consequence  of  which 
is,  that  the  Order  is  so  universally  and  widely  diffused 
throughout  every  class  of  the  community  in  that  Repub- 
lic, as  to  constitute  almost  a  national  establishment- 
This  is  owing,  however,  in  some  measure  to  the  amicable 
antagonism  and  social  intercourse  of  its  numerous  inde- 
pendent Grand  Lodges,  which  being  placed  amidst  the 
private  Lodges  under  their  individual  jurisdiction,  they 
are  enabled  to  superintend  the  working,  to  restrain  dis- 
orders, and  to  apply  an  instant  and  effectual  remedy  for 
any  irregularity  which  may  spring  up  amongst  them. 

It  is  a  question,  which  the  fraternity  imy  answer, 
whether,  if  every  province  in  England  had  its  independ- 
ent Grand  Lodge,  masonry  would  not  be  more  prosper- 
ous, more  regarded,  and  more  abundantly  useful.  As 
this,  however,  is  a  consummation  which  can  scarcely 
be  reduced  to  practice,  we  must  consider  whether  cer- 
tain improvements  may  not  lawfully  be  accomplished 
without  it.  And  for  this  purpose  we  will  again  refer  to 
the  usage  of  the  United  States  of  America.  One  great 
cause  of  the  overwhelming  influence  of  transatlantic 
masonry,  is  the  extensive  encouragement  given  by 
its  Grand  Lodges  to  publicationB  on  masonic  subjects. 
Their  language  is  unanimous  on  this  point.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York,  in  its  printed  transactions,  thus 


masonic  periooicals  named  by  our  D.  G.  Master)  if 
judiciously  conducted,  as  your  committee  entertain  no 
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doubt  they  will  be,  they  are  calculated  to  accomplish  a 
vast  amount  of  good,  by  diffusing  more  extensively  those 
sound,  moral,  and  benevolent  principles,  which  so  emi- 
nently characterize  this  venerable  institution ;  we  there^ 
fore  recommend  those  publications  to  the  liberal  patron* 
age  of  the  fraternity.*' 

And  again  in  the  same  document,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing clause,  ^'  In  relation  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
D.  G.  Master,  desiring  some  action  of  the  G-rand  Lodge 
with  reference  to  Lectures  to  be  delivered  in  the  several 
Lodge-rooms,  not  only  on  the  principles  of  masonry,  but 
on  the  4^rts  and  Sciences,  embracmg  any  or  all  such 
subjects  as  shall  improve  the  moral  and  intellectual 
powers,  and  qualify  the  brethren  for  greater  usefulness 
in  the  several  spheres  in  which  they  move,  rendering 
them,  in  an  eminent  sense,  the  lights  of  masonry  |  we 
are  of  opinion  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  practice 
would  be  attended  with  the  happiest  results,  and  add 
much  to  the  interest  of  fraternal  communications.  The 
masonic  institution  is  appropriately  a  school  of  the  Arts 
and  Sciences,  as  well  as  the  moral  virtues ;  and  therefore 
the  Grand  Lodge  recommend  in  the  strongest  langui^e, 
the  adoption  of  the  above  specified  course  of  instruction 
by  Lectures  on  the  practical,  as  well  as  the  moral  and  men^ 
tal  sciences,  in  each  of  the  subordinate  Lodges.  This 
whole  matter  appears  to  be  one  of  deep  interest,  and  if 
judiciously  conducted  by  brethren  competent  to  the 
undertaking,  will  not  only  be  productive  of  great  good 
to  individual  members,  but  to  those  communities  where 
such  lodges  are  established.'* 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire  is  equally  explicit. 
Its  Grand  Master  in  1843  thus  promulgated  his  senti- ' 
ments  from  the  throne:  "You  will  permit  me,  brethren, 
to  bring  before  you;  for  your  countenance  and  support, 
the  Freemason's  Monthly  Magazine,  published  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  under  the  editorial  charge  of  our  valued 
brother,  R.  W.  Charles  W.  Moore,  Secretary  of  the  G.  L. 
of  Massachusetts,  and  former  publisher  and  editor  of  the 
Masonic  Mirror,  which  was  suspended  during  the  dark 
years  when  the  anti-masonic  party  of  that  State  followed 
up  persecution  on  the  rights  of  our  ancient  and  honour^ 
able  institution,  with  a  zeal  that  could  hardly  be  com^ 
mendable,  if  used  for  a  better  purpose.   This  work  is 
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conducted  with  ability  and  interest.  It  is  the  frnit  of 
reflection  and  stady ;  animated  by  a  spirit  that  breathes 
love  to  man,  and  expresses  in  clear  tones  the  faith  of  an 
institution  that  will  outride  all  persecution ;  implanting 
in  the  heart  of  the  initiated  that  charity  which  suffereth 
long  and  is  kind.  To  such  a  work,  conducted  on  the 
true  principles  of  Freemasonry^  which  cannot  fail  to 
farther  the  progress  of  the  Craft, — trust,  and  doubt 
not,  you  will  give  your  support."  This  avowal  and 
recommendation  was  warmly  and  eloquently  advocated 
by  several  members  of  the  G-rand  Lodge,  who  bore  ample 
testimony  to  the  high  and  exalted  character  of  that  pub- 
lication ;  and  it  was  unanimously  recommended  to  the 
Members  of  the  Fraternity  every  where,  as  worthy  and 
highly  deserving  their  patronage  and  support." 

Nor  do  we  find  throughout  the  United  States  an  adverse 
opinion  on  this  subject.  Indeed,  the  several  G-rand  Lodges 
attach  so  much  importance  to  printed  disquisitions  which 
may  be  accessible  to  the  brethren,  and  conduce  to  pro- 
mote that'  degree  of  uniformity  which  is  so  desirable 
amongst  the  Craft,  that  at  a  general  Convention  of  all 
the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  States,  holden  at  Baltimore  in 
Maryland,  May,  1843,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  publish  at  an  early  day  a  text  book,  to  be  called 
the  Masonic  Trestle  Board,  embracing  three  distinct,  full, 
and  complete  Masonic  Carpets,  illustrative  of  the  three 
degrees  of  ancient  craft  masonry ;  together  with  the  cere- 
monies of  consecrations,  dedications,  and  installations; 
the  laying  of  comer  stones  of  public  edifices;  the  funeral 
service,  and  order  of  processions ;  to  which  shall  be  added 
the  charges,  prayers,  and  exhortations,  and  the  selections 
from  Scripture,  appropriate  and  proper  for  Lodge  service. 
The  Committee  further  reported,  that  they  deem  it  expe- 
dient that  a  work  be  published  to  contain  archeological 
researches  into  the  history  of  the  Fraternity  in  the  various 
nations  of  the  world.  In  compliance  with  a  formal  order 
to  that  effect,  the  Lecture  on  the  Trestle  Board  has  been 
printed,  and  is  now  before  the  public. 

In  England  there  is  an  influential  party  whose  study 
it  is  to  discourage  all  scientific  disquisitions  connected 
with  Freemasonry.  Such  a  course,  if  persisted  in,  would 
throw  us  back  upon  the  dark  ages,  and  furnish  our 
adversaries  with  a  weapon  which  they  would  not  fail  to 
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wield  with  fearful  effect.  But  happily  we  have  a  Buffi- 
ciency  of  liberal  minded  brethren  who  are  anxious  to  place 
the  beauties  of  masonic  benevolence,  and  the  excellencies 
of  masonic  science  fairly  before  the  public,  that  its  light 
may  shine  before  men,  to  the  glory  of  T  G  A  O  T  U  who 
is  in  heaven. 

These  two  sections  entertain  very  different  opinions 
on  the  best  means  of  promoting  and  cementing  the 
general  interests  of  the  Graft.  The  former  think  it  inex- 

f)edient  to  allow  any  alterations  to  be  made  in  the  system ; 
est,  under  the  idea  of  iuiprovement,  innovations  should 
creep  in,  which  might,  iu  process  of  time,  change  the 
very  essence  of  the  institution,  and  gradually  deprive  it 
of  those  characteristics  which  are  .considered  to  be  its 
greatest  ornaments.  The  other  party,  who  are  also 
numerous  and  iniiuehtial,  are  of  opinion  that  masonry 
ought  to  keep  pace  with  all  other  scientific  improve- 
ments ;  and  tliat  m  the  rapid  progress  of  mental  enlighten- 
ment, which  distinguishes  tlie  present  era,  if  this  Order 
alone  should  remain  stationary,  and  take  no  part  in 
forwarding  the  march  of  intellect  in  its  own  peculiar 
sphere,  it  will  forfeit  its  claim  to  public  notice  or  approba- 
tion. 

In  the  present  state  of  intellectual  improvement,  men 
do  not  meet  together  for  the  insane  purpose  of  hearing 
repetitions  of  truisms  with  which  they  are  already 
acquainted.  Their  minds  reach  forwai*d  to  something 
new.  Tliey  will  not  consent  to  retrograde,  nor  are  they 
satisfied  with  remaining  stationary.  Time  is  considered 
too  valuable  to  be  wasted  without  actual  improvement ; 
and  it  is  by  the  exercise  of  the  intellect  that  it  is  strength- 
ened and  rendered  capable  of  renewed  exertion.  To  Free- 
masonrv,  as  in  all  other  human  pursuits,  the  onward 
principle  must  be  applied,  if  we  would  make  it  applicable 
to  the  poetry  and  philosophy  of  life ;  or  the  paralyzing 
question,  cui  bono?  will  be  surrounded  with  difficulties 
that,  in  the  end,  will  be  found  inextricable. '  The  time 
is  drawing  near  when  the  investigations  of  masonry  must 
be  carried  on  iu  common.  Every  member  will  demand 
his  share  of  the  work.  The  W.  M.  will  be  the  Moderator 
to  preserve  the  unanimity  of  the  proceedings ;  and  his 
task  of  instructing  and  iipproving  the  brethren  in  mason- 
17,  will  admit  of  a  participation  with  other  talented  breth- 
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ren,  who  have  had  as  mtich  experience  as  himself.  By 
such  a  course  the  Order  will  be  ennobled,  and  will  claim 
and  receive  the  respect  to  which  it  is  fairly  entitled. 

The  former  section  of  the  Craft  entertain  a  great  aver- 
sion to  publications  on  the  subject  of  masonry,  and  dis- 
countenance them  by  every  means  in  their  power,  under 
an  impression  that  such  writings,  ^though  exclusively 
confined  to  the  philosophy  and  poetry  of  the  Order,  are 
calculated  to  do  a  great  deal  qf  mischief  by  enlightening 
the  profane  on  subjects  of  which  they  ought  to  remain 
for  ever  in  ignorance,  except  their  knowledge  be  acquired 
through  the  legitimate  medium  of  initiation. 

But  if  nothing  were  lawful  but  what  is  absolutely 
necessary,  ours  would'  be  but  a  miserable  world  to  live 
in.  Literary  talent  would  be  circumscribed  within  a  very 
narrow  compass;  science  would  be  consigned  to  oblivion ; 
the  fine  arts  be  suffered  to  decay;  and  we  should  return 
to  the  state,  almost  savage,  of  the  primitive  inhabitants  of 
this  island,  who  dwelt  in  dens,  and  caves,  and  wretched 
hovels,  and  according  to  Dio  Nicaeus,  would  bury  them- 
selves in  bogs  up  to  their  neck,  and  continue  in  that  state 
for  many  days  together  without  sustenance ;  and  retiring 
firom  thence  they  would  take  shelter  in  the  woods,  and 
feed  upon  the  bark  and  roots  of  trees.  Instead  of  cloth- 
ing, their  bodies  were  tattooed  with  divers  figures  of 
ataimals  and  plants ;'  living  continually  at  war  vnth  their 
neighbours,  and  offering  their  prisoners  in  sacrifice  to  the 
gods.  The  above  objection,  therefore,  is  not  of  sufficient 
weight  to  counterbalance  the  benefits  which  are  derivable 
fix)m  masonic  investigations. 

For  these  reasons,  the  latter  class  of  our  brethren 
entertain  a  reasonable  .opinion  that  Freemasonry  ought 
-  not  to  linger  behind  any  other  scientific  institution ;  but 
in  its  onward  progress  ought  to  run  parallel,  at  the  least, 
with  the  very  foremost,  towards  the  goal  of  perfection^ 
For  this  purpose  they  give  their  full  sanction  and  encou- 
ragement to  printed  disquisitions  on  the  general  principles 
of  the  Order,  because  they  consider  such  productions  to 
be  eminently  calculated  to  carry  out  the  scientific  asnd 
benevolent  designs  of  masonry,  and  to  cause  those  who 
have  been  most  bitter  and  active  in  their  hostility, 
to  entertain  more  modified  views  of  the  institution, 
and  even  to  solicit  tlie  honour  of  initiation,  that 
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the^  may  become  acquainted  with  its  real  tendency  and 
design. 

The  former  would  prefer  the  alternative,  that  errors 
and  imperfections  should  eternally  deform  the  institution, 
rather  than  see  them  dragged  forth  and  exterminated  by 
legislative  enactment ;  and  that  silence  on  the  subject 
will  make  the  world  believe  Freemasonry  to  be  perfect, 
and  unimprovable  even  in  the  minutest  particular.  But 
mankind  are  not  so  easily  deceived.  They  know  very 
well  that  no  human  institution  is  perfect ;  and  their  lynx 
eye  is  too  penetrating,  notwithstanding  all  our  secresy 
and  all  our  care,  to  allow  our  imperfections  to  escape 
their  notice.  If,  therefore,  we  wish  Freemasonry  to  be 
publicly  esteemed  ajs  a  popular  establishment,  let  us 
Doldly  apply  the  actual  cautery,  and  expunge  every  ques* 
tionable  aoctrine  and  practice  from  the  system ;  for  a 
cure  cannot  reasonably  be  expected,  unless  we  discover 
the  cause  of  the  disease. 

Amongst  the  latter  class  we  find  many  successive 
Grand  Lodges  from  the  time  of  the  great  revival  in 
1717,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  organic  changes  to  which 
they  have  given  a  decided  and  imequivocal  sanction.  As 
for  instance,  the  gradual  increase  in  the  names  and  num- 
ber of  the  officers  of  Lodges.  Originally  these  consisted 
of  three  only.  In  1721,  a  Deputy  Grand  Master  was 
first  appointed.  In  1722,  the  office  of  Secretary  was 
instituted ;  and  this  was  succeeded  in  the  following  year 
by  the  nomination  of  Stewards ;  but  it  was  not  till  1730 
that  the  office  of  a  Treasurer  was  added  to  the  list.  In 
1732  a  Sword  Bearer ;  but  the  office  of  a  Deacon  was 
unknown  till  the  very  latter  end  of  the  century.  These 
were  succeeded  by  Grand  Chaplains,  Architects,  Portrait 
Painters,  and,  after  the  reunion  in  1S13,  by  an  officer 
called  Pro  Grand  Master  which,  however,  appears  to  be 
considered  necessary  only  when  a  Prince  of  the  blood 
royal  is  on  the  throne. 

These  are  all  changes  in  the  original  system,  and  were 
introduced  for  the  improvement  of  the  Order,  under  the 
following  law  of  the  first  Grand  Lodge;  ^^that  any 
Grand  Lodge  duly  met,  has  a  power  to  amend  or  explain 
any  of  the  printed  regulations  in  the  Book  of  Constitu- 
tions, while  they  break  not  in  upon  the  ancient  rules  of 
the  fraternity." 
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It  appears,  then,  from  the  above  authority,  that  aU 
terations,  not  affecting  the  Landmarks  or  fundamental 
principles  of  masonry,  may  be  lawfully  made  under 
the  sanctioti  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  also  that  such 
alterations  hare,  from  time  to  time,  been  considered 
necessary  by  that  body,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  an 
improved  state  of  society. 

The  question  then  arises,  what  are  the  Landmarks  of 
Masonry,  and  to  what  do  they  refer?    This  has  never 


nion  on  the  Historical  Landmarks,  in  a  voluminous  work, 
expressly  written  for  their  elucidation ;  but  it  will  be 
remarked  that  these  are.  only  the  Lan^bnarks  of  the  Leo 
tuTOy  which,  though  practised  by  the  fratemitv  under 
the  above  high  sanction,  have  been  almost  entirely  intro- 
duced into  the  system  since  the  period  of  revival  in 
1717.  There  are  other  Landmarks  in  the  ancient  insti- 
tution of  Freemasonry,  which  have  remained  untouched 
in  that  publication ;  and  it  is  not  unanimously  agreed  to 
what  they  may  be  confined. 

Some  restrict  them  to  the  O  B,  Signs,  Tokens,  and 
Words.  Others  include  the  ceremonies  of  initiation, 
passing,  and  raising;  and  the  form,  dimensions,  and 
support;  the  groui^,  situation,  and  covering;  the  or- 
naments, furniture,  and  jewels  of  a  Lodge,  or  their 
characteristic  symbols.  Some  think  that  the  Order  has 
no  Landmarks  beyond  its  peculiar  secrets.  And  the 
Rev.  Salem  Town,  long  the  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  whose  book  on  the  Speculative  Masonry 
was  published  under  the  sanction  of  the  highest  masonic 
authorities  in  the  country,  expressly  declares  that  our 
leading  tenets  are  no  secrets.  And  again,  ^^by  a  full  and 
fair  exposition  of  our  great  leading  principles,  we  betray 
no  secrets.*'  Colonel  Stone,  in  his  Letters  on  Masonry 
and  Antimasonry,  says,  ^^from  the  period  at  which  I 
reached  the  summit  of  what  is  called  ancient  masonry.  I 
have  held  but  one  opinion  in  relation  to  masonic  secrets ; 
and  in  that  opinion  I  have  always  found  my  intelligent 
brethren  reac^  to  concur.  It  was  this ; — ^that  the  essen- 
tial secrets  oi  masonry,  consisted  in  nothing  more  than 
the  signs,  grips,  pass-words  and  tokens,  to  preserve  the 
society  from  the  inroads  of  impostors;  together  with 
certain  symbolical  emblems,  the  technical  terms  apper- 
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tainin^  to  which  served  as  a  sort  of  universal  langoage, 
by  which  the  members  of  the  fraternity  could  distinguish 
each  other  in  all  places  and  countries  where  lodges  were 
instituted,  and  conducted  like  those  of  the  United 
States."^  Another  American  writer  affirms  that  "the 
secrets  of  masonry  are  her  signs,  words,  and  tokens; 
these  the  oath  regards  and  no  more.  The  common  lan- 
guage of  masons,  in  conversation  on  the  subject  of 
masonry,  is  a  proof  that  this  is  the  opinion  of  the  fia- 
temity  in  respect  to  the  application  of  the  oaths."' 

If  we  adopt  any  of  the  above  views  of  the  subject*  it 
will  lead  to  a  Ml  conviction  that  some  of  the  Lanomorks 
have  sustained  considerable  modifications,  in  order  to 
adapt  them  to  the  improvements  in  science  and  morals 
whiclLhave  distinguished  the  period  when  they  were 
introduced.  For  instance,  it  is  generally  supposed  that 
the  O  B  is  a  Landmark.  The  Ex-President  Adams,  in 
leading  the  crusade  against  Freemasonry  in  the  United 
States,  A.  D.  1834,  which  he  hoped  would  elevate,  him  to 
the  presidency,  calls  it  the  chief  Landmark  of  masonry, 
imd  that  on  which  the  very  existence  of  the  Order  de- 
pends. And  he  adds  dictatorially ;  "  the  whole  cause 
between  Masonry  and  Antimasonry,  now  upon  trial  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  public  opinion,  is  concentrated  in  one 
single  act.  Let  a  single  Lodge  resolve  that  they  will 
cease  to  administer  the  0  B,  and  that  Lodge  is  dissolved. 
Let  the  whole  Order  resolve  that  it  shall  no  longer  be 
administered,  and  the  Order  is  dissolved ;  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  O  B  necessarily  imports  the  extinction  of  all 
the  others." 

This  is  an  extreme  opinion;  but  there  are  many 
amongst  ourselves  who  entertain  a  similar  belief.  Let 
us,  then,  enquire  whether  any  alterations  have  been  per- 
mitted on  this  vital  point.  There  are  very  cogent  reasons 
for  believing  that  primitive  Freemasonry  had  but  one 
O  B  for  all  the  three  degrees,  which  was  short,  expres- 
sive, and  compact ;  and  the  penalty  has  been  handed  to 
our  own  times  as  an  unalterable  landmark.  It  was  in 
this  form  before  the  year  1500,  as  appears  from  the  old 
masonic  manuscript  which  has  been  published  by  Hali- 
well,  "A  good  trwe  othe  ehe  ther  swere  to  hys  mayster 
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'  Ward's  Freemasonry,  p.  144. 
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and  hys  felows  that  ben  there;  that  he  will  be  stedefi^t 
and  trwe  also,  to  all  thys  ordinance,  whersever  he  go, 
and  to  hys  lyge  lord  the  kinge,  to  be  trwe  to  hym,  over 
alle  thynge.  And  alle  these  poyntes  hyr  before  to  hem 
thou  most  nede  be  y  swore."  The  points  here  referred 
to  were  condensed  by  Desaguliers  and  his  colleagues 
Payne,  Anderson,  Sayer,  Morrice  and  others  in  the  O  B 
of  1720. 

At  present  every  degree  has  its  separate  O  B,  with 
penalties  modelled  on  the  original  specimen.  But  even 
the  first  O  B  has  sustained  several  alterations  under  the 
sanction  of  different  Orand  Lodges ;  and  at  the  reunion 
under  the  two  Grand  Masters,  the  Dukes  of  Kent  and 
Sussex,  when  a  new  arrangement  of  the  Lectures  was 
entrusted  to  the  Lodge  of  Reconciliation  by  the  United 
Grand  Lodge,  the  ancient  penalty  was  modified,  and  its 
construction  changed  from  a  physical  to  a  moral  punisb- 
ment, 

I  would  not  have  it  understood  that  I  disapprove  of 
the  alteration;  although  there  are  masons  who  consider 
it  as  the  removal  of  an  sfncient  Landmark,  because  I 
belong  to  that  class  who  think  that  masonry,  being  a 
progressive  science,  is  susceptible  of  improvement  in 
accordance  with  the  temper  and  intelligence  of  the  age, 
without  trenching  on  established  Landmarks.  I  agree 
with  Grand  Master  Tannehill  when  he  says,  "  thcr Land- 
marks of  the  Order  have  existed  through  unnumbered 
ages,  if  not  precisely  in  their  present  form,  at  least  with- 
out any  essential  variation,  although  they  have  been 
handed  down  from  age  to  age  by  oral  tradition.  The 
progress  of  society,  the  various  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  political,  religious,  and  moral  condition  of 
mankind,  have  probably  introduced  various  modifications 
in  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  the  Order ;  still  its  fun- 
damental principles,  and  those  characteristics  which 
distinguish  it  from  other  human  institutions,  remain  the 
same ;  so  that  bv  its  symbolic  language,  a  mason  of  one 
country  is  readily  recognized  atnd  acknowledged  in  ano- 
ther. To  preserve  these  Landmarks,  and  transmit  them 
to  our  successors,  is  a  duty  we  .owe  to  posterity,  and  of 
which  we  cannot  be  acquitted  so  long  as  moral  obligation 
has  any  force.*'* 

^  American  Masonic  Register,  vol.  iv.  p.  1. 
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The  alteration  of  ihe  Master's  word  is  another  instance 
of  thQ  discretionaiy  power  which  is  vested  in  the  Grand 
Lodge,  of  authorizing  organic  changes;  for  although  not 
expunged,  it  was  translated  from  the  third  degree  to  the 
Royal  Arch  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  England  (^ter  the 
middle  of  the  last  centurtjy  and  a  new  word  substituted  in 
its  place.  Before  that  period  its  masonic  meaning  waa' 
explained  by  the  words,  ^*the  Grand  Architect  and  Con- 
triver of  the  Universe,  or  he  that  was  taken  up  to  the 
top  of  the  pinnacle  of  the  holy  Temple.'*  Now,  as  no 
one  waa  ever  taken  to  the  top  of  the  pinnacle  of  the 
holy  Temple  but  Christ,  or  the  second  person  in  the  Trini- 
ty, there  can  be  no  mistaj&e  as  to  the  meaning  which  our 
ancient  brethren  assigned  to  that  sacred  and  sublime 
Word.  ' 

This  construction  was  kept  pre-eminently  before  the 
firatemity  in  every  code  of  lectures  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  thought  it  expedient,  as  society  advanced  in  intel- 
ligence, to  recommend  to  the  practice  of  the  subordinate 
lodges.  A  series  of  types  were  first  introduced ;  then 
they  were  explained  as  being  applicable  to  the  Messiah ; 
and  an  illustration  w^s  appended  explanatory  of  the  five 
great  points  of  his  birth,  life,  death,  resurrection,  and 
ascension.  The  herald  and  the  beloved  disciple  were 
constituted  the  two  great  parallels  of  the  Order,  and  sym- 
bolized by  the  figure  of  a  circle,  point,  and  parallel  lines, 
which  I  nave  ali^ady,  in  a  little  work,  devoted  expressly 
to  the  subject,  examined  in  detail ;  and  to  which  I  would 
refer  the  curious  reader  for  further  information,  respect- 
ing these  two  presumed  patrons  of  masonry.  The  three 
great  virtues  of  Christianity  were  embodied  in  another 
emblem  on  the  same  road  to  heaven;  and  which,  as  the 
authorized  lectures  expressed  it,  ^^by  walking  according 
to  our  masonic  profession,  will  bring  us  to  that  blessed 
mansion  above  where  the  just  exist  in  perfect  bliss  to  all 
eternity ;  where  we  shall  be  eternally  nappy  with  God, 
the  Grand  Geometrician  of  the  Universe,  wliose  only  Son 
died  for  us,  and  rose  again  that  we  might  be  justified 
through  faith  in  his  most  precious  blood." 

Man^  of  the  above  illustrations  were  expunged  by  Dn 
Hemming  and  his  associates  in  the  Lodge  of  Reconcilia- 
tion, from  the  revised  lectures ;  Moses  and  Solomon  were 
substituted  as  the  two  masonic  parallels,  and  T  G  A  O  T  U 
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was  referred  to  God  the  Father  instead  of  God  the  Son; 
forgetting,  as  Bishop  Horsley  ohserves,  that  ••Christ,  the 
Deliverer,  whose  coming  was  announced  by  the  prophet 
Malachi,  was  no  other  than  the  Jehovah  of  tne  Old 
Testament.  Jehovah  by  his  angels  delivered  the  Israelites 
from  their  Egyptian  bondage;  and  the  same  Jehovah 
came  in  person  to  his  Temple,  to  effect  the  greater  and 
more  general  deliverance,  of  which  the  former  was  an 
imperfect  type." 

The  above  changes  were  made  under  the  idea  that 
masonry,  being  cosmopolite,  ought  not  to  entertain  any 
peculiar  religious  tenets,  lest,  instead  of  being  based  on 
the  broad  foundation  of  universality,  it  should  dwindle 
into  sectarianism.  But,  without  reminding  you,  that  so 
far  from  being  a  religious  sect,  Christianity,  u  we  are  to 
believe  the  Jewish  or  Christian  Scriptures,  is  an  univer- 
sal religion,  which  is  destined  to  spread  over  the  whole 
earth,  and  to  embrace  every  created  people  in  one  fold 
under  one  shepherd — ^the  substitution  of  Moses  and  Solo- 
mon for  the  two  Saint  Johns,  i^  in  fact  producing  and 
[perpetuating  the  very  evil  which  the  alteration  was  pro- 
fessedly introduced  to  avoid — ^it  is  identifying  the  Order 
with  a  peculiar  rdigiont  which,  though  true  at  its  original 
promulgation,  was  superseded  by  its  divine  author  when 
the  Sceptre  had  departed  from  Judah. 

At  this  period  the  religious  atmosphere  was  enlightened 
by  THB  Birth  of  Light,  in  the  appearance  of  Shiloh — 
the  Day  Star  from  on  high — a  Light  to  lighten  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  the  glory  of  the  people  of  Israel ;  who  intro-  ' 


Jews  was  a  type  or  symbol;  except  that  as  the  Mosaic 
dispensation  was  temporary,  that  of  Christ  was  general, 
for  all  nations,  and  everlasting,  for  all  ages. 
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LECTURE  IV. 


TO 


BBC*  J08BPH  EDWARDS  CABPENTER,  W.  M. 

  SAMUEL  OLDHAM,  8.  W« 

  JOHN  BURGESS,  J.  W. 

  SIB  CHARLES  DOUGLAS,  M.  P.         P.  H. 

  CHARLES  HARRIS,  TREA. 

  GEORGE  J.  KAIN,  SEC* 

  BREZZI  — — ,  8.  D. 

  BBV*  W.  WESTALL,  J.  D« 

  JAlfES  SHARP,  JUN«,  P.  G.  PUBS. 

Of  the  Shakespere  Lodge  Warmck,  No*  356. 


My  Dbab  Brethren, 

We  live  in  strange,  eventful  times.  Were  our  fore- 
fathers to  rise  from  their  graves,  they  would  hold  up 
their  hands  in  astonishment,  and  pronounce  it  to  be  a 
different  world  from  that  which  they  had  left  behind 
them  half  a  century  ago*  The  work  of  locomotion,  for 
which  they  were  indebted  to  the  power  of  living  ani- 
mals, is  now  effected  by  means  of  steam  produced  from 
a  mineral  dug  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  and  even 
our  artificial  light,  for  which,  at  that  period,  a  dead  ani- 
mal contributed  various  portions  of  its  body,  is  also  the 
result  of  a  different  combination  of  the  same  material. 
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The  science  of  Chymistry  has  been  the  parent  of  both. 
And  by  the  aid  of  another  science,  Electricity,  we  are 
enabled  to  hold  familiar  converse  with  Mends  at  in- 
credible distances,  without  any  fear  of  interruption  or 
disappointment  by  the  miscarriage  of  letters,  or  the  un- 
faithfulness or  death  of  messengers.  A  taste  for  the  fine 
arts  is  propagated  throughout  the  whole  population  by 
Schools  of  Design ;  and  a  knowledge  of  general  litera- 
ture is  diffused  by  means  of  itinerant  lecturers,  whose 
disquisitions  are  calculated  to  improve  the  reasoning 
faculty,  and  elevate  the  mind  of  man  to  its  proper  sta- 
tion, as  a  rational  being  created  for  immortality. 

Amidst  all  this  mass  of  moral  and  physical  good,  it 
behoves  us,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  to  consider 
whether  the  Order  we  profess  and  admire  is  in  a  progres- 
sive state  commensurate  with  the  gigantic  strides  by 
which  other  sciences  are  advancing.  The  strife  is  an- 
tagonistic ;  and  if  we  mean  to  gain  the  prize — ^if  we 
have  any  ambition  to  win  the  applause  of  our  contem- 

Soraries  here,  or  to  share  in  the  rewards  of  successful 
ili^ence  hereafter,  we  must  forget  those  things  that  are 
bebmd,  and  reaching  forth  towards  those  things  which 
are  before,  we  must  press  forward  towards  the  mark. 

The  Landmai:ks  of  masonry  are  necessarily  stationary; 
for  by  a  fundamental  law  of  the  Craft,  they  cannot  be 
altered.  To  the  Lectures,  therefore,  we  must  look  for 
an  evidence  of  the  progressive  improvement  of  the  Order. 
And,  accordingly,  between  the  years  1717  and  1817,  we 
have  had  six  different  arrangements  of  the  Lectures, 
each  being  an  improvement  on  its  predecessor.  But 
from  1814  to  1849,  during  which  period  such  vast  and 
momentous  discoveries  in  science  have  been  accomplished, 
our  means  of  social  improvement  pursue  the  same  un- 
varied round;  and  I  am  not  cognizant  that  the  Lectures 
have  received  a  single  alteration  under  the  sanction  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  If  this  apathy  should  unfortunately 
be  of  much  longer  duration,  Freemasonry  will  soon  be 
behind  the  times;  and  I  am  afraid  its  claim  to  a  very 
remote  origin  will  scarcely  save  it  from  neglect.  A 
consummation  which  every  true  lover  of  the  Order  will 
most  cordially  deprecate. 

The  doctrines  contained  in  the  ordinary  disquisitions 
of  our  lodges,  I  have  endeavoured  to  embody  in  the  fol- 
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lowing  Leetnre,  which  I  truirt  yon  will  aoc^t  as  an 
offering  of  fraternal  friendship  and  gratitude  for  kind- 
nesses received;  and  by  so  doing  you  will  confer  an 
additional  obligation  on, 

Dear  Brethren, 
Yonr  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 
GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Lodge. 


80OPWIOK  ViCABAOBf 

September  1, 1849. 
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il»  ezomna^ion  ^  ^  Doctrina  contained  in  the  Lodge 

Lecturei. 

**Whea  to  liie  Lod^  we  go«  that  happy  plaoe. 
There  faithfdl  Friendship  smiles  in  every  face. 
What  though  our  joys  are  hid  from  pubHo  view. 
They  on  reflection  please,  and  must  oe  trae. 
The  Lodffe  the  social  virtues  fondly  love ; 
There  Wisdom's  rules  we  trace,  and  so  improve ; 
There  we,  in  moral  arohitecture  skilled, 
Drmffeons  for  vice^or  tirtae  temples  build ; 
Whilst  soeptered  Reason  from  her  steady  throne 
Well  pleased  surveys  us  all,  and  makes  as  one." 

PnOLOGUB  AT  EZBTBB,  1771. 

**Bewarde  the  just,  be  steadfast,  true,  and  pkiney 
Bepresse  the  proud,  mamtaining  aye  the  ri^^t ; 
Walke  always  so,  as  ever  in  his  sight. 
Who  gnardes  tiie  ^[odly,  plaguing  the  prophane. 
And.  BO  ye  shall  m  princely  rertoes  snine 
Besembling  right  your  mightie  King  divine.*' 

King  Jakes  I. 

The  Lectures  of  Masonry  contain  an  extensive  refer- 
ence to  a  system  of  moral  duties,  applicable  to  every 
station  of  life,  and  to  all  situations  in  \^ich  a  Mason  can 
possibly  be  placed,  although  the  explanations  are  not  so 
ample  and  diffusive  as  mi^ht  be  wished.  They  appl^  in 
seneral  to  the  duties  which  we  owe  to  God,  our  neigh- 
bour, and  ourselves  ;  including  brief  dissertations  on  the 
theological  and  cardinal  virtues ;  on  Brotherly  Love, 
Belief,  and  Truth ;  and  a  variety  of  other  subjects  con-- 
nected  with  Bible  history ;  for  above  all  other  means  of 

Eromoting  the  interests  of  morality  amongst  the  Brother- 
ood,  it  is  felt  that  the  influence  of  religion  is  the  most 
efl&dent  and  certain ;  and  hence  the  system  is  based  on 
tibie  knowledge  and  acknowledgment  of  a  OtoA  who  is 
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the  creator  of  the  world,  and  the  author  and  giver  of 
every  good  and  perfect  giit. 

Freemaaonry  must  not,  however,  be  mistaken  for  a 
religious  sect,  although  it  embraces  that  universal  sys- 
tem in  which  all  men  agree ;  while  the  infidel  and  atheist 
are  excluded,  because  they  prefer  the  dangerous  alterna- 
tive of  disbelieving  the  divine  existence.  It  was  on  this 
rock  that  the  efforts  of  Barruel,  and  some  other  oppo- 
nents of  Masonry,  who,  labouring  to  neutralize  and  destroy 
its  influence,  were  miserably  ^pwrecked  amongst  the 
quicksands  of  ignorance  and  error.  They  endeavoured  to 
make  out  that  it  was  a  religious  sect  of  a  most  exclusive 
nature,  founded  on  the  principles  of  deism ;  and,  failing 
in  their  proofs,  all  the  elaborate  superstructure  which 
they  had  raised  with  so  much  labour  and  toil  on  this  sandy 
foundation,  fell  to  the  ground  in  ruins. 

The  trust  of  a  Mason  is  in  the  Most  High  God,  as  a 
basis  which  can  never  fail,  and  a  rock  which  never  can  be 
shaken.  Nor  is  it  a  mere  empty  profession ;  for  it  is 
borne  out  and  illustrated  by  our  practice.  We  open  and 
close  our  Lodges  with  prayer ;  the  same  formula  is  used 
at  the  initiation  of  candidates ;  and  no  business  of  any 
importance  is  conducted  without  invoking  the  Divine 
assistance  on  our  labours ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  can- 
not be  expected  to  follow  any  man's  profession,  unless  it 
be  verified  by  a  good  and  vurtuous  life. 

The  Lectures  of  Freemasonry  inculcate  and  enforce 
brotherly  love  as  a  means  of  inciting  the  performance  of 
duty  and  the  promotion  of  social  happiness.  But  this 
doctrlQe,  beautiful  as  it  is,  was  thrown  mto  shade  by  the 
introduction  of  the  Theological  Virtues,  which  display  a 
Love  that  is  divine ;  the  operation  of  which,  even  the 
extinction  of  Faith  and  Hope,  will  nut  affect  it  in  the 
slightest  degree.  This  virtue  is  immortal,  and  will  form 
the  chief  attraction  amidst  those  everlasting  hills  which 
lie  beyond  the  summit  of  the  Masonic  Ladder.  T  G  A  O  T  U 
himself  taught  it  as  it  was  never  understood  before;  and 
by  his  instructions  Masonry  became  an  universal  science; 
for  he  promulgated  that  great  truth  which  Jew  and  Gen- 
tile alike  refused  to  admit,  that  all  mankind  are  brethren. 
No  matter  what  may  be  the  birth,  language,  or  colour  of 
the  skin,  every  man  is  a  brother  if  be  faithfully  performs 
his  duty  to  God,  his  neighbour,  and  himself. 
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And  what  are  all  other  coimectioiui  when  eompar^ 
with  this  great  principle?  It  is  true,  friendship  is  ex- 
ceedingly pleasant ;  the  relations  of  husband  and  wife, 
parent  and  child,  are  still  more  dear*  But  they  fall  into 
insignificance  hefore  the  glorious  immunity  of  being  a 
brother  to  the  whole  human  race;  and  by  consequence, 
a  son  of  God*  And  every  one  who  keeps  the  command- 
ments delivered  to  Moses  on  Mount  Sinai,  is  entitled  to 
participate  in  all  the  privileges  of  the  Covenant  made 
with  the  general  Father  of  us  all,  by  which  we  are  con- 
stituted his  children*  A  blessed  fraternity ;  consecrated 
by  Faith ;  supported  by  Hope;  and  cemented  by  univer* 
sal  Charity. 

Now,  in  the  arrangements  of  this  world,  a  parent  is 
generally  desirous  of  having  his  children  about  him ;  and 
when  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  he  becomes  solicitous 
to  advance  them  to  a  prosperous  situation  in  the  world. 
And  he  rejoices  when  he  hnds  them  sober,  industrious, 
and  respected  by  worthy  men.  Is  it  not  equally  credi- 
ble that  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven  should  rejoice 
when  his  children  obey  the  truth ;  and  that  he  is  desirous  . 
of  seeing  them  in  the  Grand  Lodge  above,  standing  round 
about  his  throne. 

Again,  all  earthly  connections,  how  endearing  soever 
they  may  be,  have  their  portion  of  sorrow.  Friends  may 
deceive  us,  and  bring  us  into  trouble.  A  beloved  child 
may  pursue  evil  courses,  and  bring  down  upon  himself 
shame,  and  on  his  parents  grief  and  care.  A  contentious 
wife  or  husband  embitters  life,  and  proves  the  uncer- 
tainty of  perfect  happiness  on  earth.  And  there  is  an- 
other consideration  urged  by  Freemasonry,  which  may 
stimulate  us  to  prepare  assiduously  for  a  state  where 
pain,  and  care,  and  disappointment  have  no  existence ; 
and  that  is,  the  uncertainty  which  attends  the  CDjoyment 
of  all  human  felicity ;  symbolized  in  a  Mason's  Lodge  by 
the  legend  of  the  third  degree. 

The  relation  of  a  father  to  a  child,  or  of  a  husband  to 
Us  wife,  is  delightful.  But  how  excruciating  is  the  sor- 
row with  which  the  death  of  any  one  of  them  covers  the 
survivors.  Observe  the  weeping  children  at  their  father's 
grave observe  the  father,  overwhelmed  with  grief, 
crying  out  bitterly,  My  son,  my  son,  would  to  God  I 
had  cued  for  thee ;"— ^observe  a  distracted  moiheri  who 
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will  not  be  comforted,  because  her  child  is  dead*  Such 
sorrows  attend  all  temporal  pleasures  and  comforts ;  as 
is  indicated  by  the  Mosaic  pavement  of  a  lodge.  We  are 
happy  to-day— we  may  be  miserable  to-morrow.  If  we 
are  worldly,  we  are  sure  to  feel  the  sorrows  of  the  world. 
Is  it  not  better  to  be  spiritual,  as  all  good  Masons  ought 
to  be,  who  value  their  privileges  and  respect  their  obli* 
gation.  ^ 


sublime  Order  did  not  improve  the  condition  of  man  as  a 
citizen  of  the  world,  its  practice  would  be  an  useless 
waste  of  time,  and  would  scarcely  deserve  the  attention 
of  any  conscientious  brother. 

In  the  lectures  we  are  taught  to  consider  faith  in 
T  G-  A  O  T  U ,  which  constitute  the  first  step  of  the 
Masonic  Ladder,  as  primarily  necessary  to  the  attainment 
of  its  summit.  But  Faith  must  be  shown  by  its  fruits. 
It  must  lead  through  the  portal  of  Hope  to  the  consum- 
mation of  Charity ;  for  it  is  by  the  practice  of  morality 
that  our  faith  is  shown  to  be  sincere,  and  made  capable 
of  producing  a  most  refined  Love.  The  duties  taught  in 
the  Lectures  of  Freemasonry  extend  to  almost  every 
transaction  of  our  lives,  and  contain  rules  which  we  may 
apply  to  every  situation  in  which  we  are  likely  to  be 
placed.  Some  of  our  opponents  will  affirm  that  morality 
IS  an  useless  qualification  for  any  man  to  possess ;  and 
that  nothing  is  required  to  prepare  us  for  the  happiness 
of  another  world,  but  a  simple  profession  of  faith.  But 
if  this  be  true,  why  did  Jehovah  promulgate  the  moral 
law  with  such  ceremonial  pomp  ?  Did  he  reveal  it  with 
such  tremendous  accompaniments,  without  exacting 
obedience  to  its  precepts  ?  So  far  from  it,  that  its  obli- 
gations have  been  retamed  in  the  system  of  Christianity. 
The  Redeemer  of  mankind  commanded  his  followers  to 
love  the  Lord  their  Gtod  with  all  their  heart,  and  soul, 
and  strength.  This  He  pronounced  to  be  the  first  great 
commandment.  And  the  second  is  like  unto  it— -thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbour,  as  thyself. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  equally  coffent.  Freema- 
sonry teaches  her  members  that  if  God  had  not  intended 
the  oonmiandments  of  the  moral  law  to  be  etemaUy  bind* 
ing  ontheconsoieDoesof  his  creatures,  he  would  nothav* 
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revealed  them  with  sach  circumstantial  ceremony.  Nor 
would  the  moral  law  of  the  Jews  have  been  made  the 
basis  of  our  own  system  of  religion,  if  Faith,  the  first 
step  of  the  ladder,  were  capable,  unaided,  of  giving  us 
the  victory.  Other  resplendent  virtues  must  be  super- 
added. And  therefore  the  lectures  of  masonry  enjoin 
that  as  prudence  directs  us  in  this  election  of  the  means 
most  proper  to  attain  our  ends,  so  justice  teaches  us  to 
propose  to  ourselves  such  ends  only  as  are  consistent 
with  our  several  relations  to  society,  rendering  to  all 
without  distinction  those  dues  which  they  are  respec- 
tively entitled  to  claim  from  us ;  bending  with  implicit 
obedience  to  the  will  of  our  Creator,  and  being  scrupu- 
lously attentive  to  the  sacred  duties  of  life;  zealous  in 
our  attachments  to  our  native  country ;  exemplary  in 
our  allegiance  to  the  government  under  which  we  reside ; 
treating  our  superiors  with  reverence,  our  equals  with 
kindness,  and  to  our  inferiors  extending  the  benefit  of 
admonition,  instruction,  and  protection." 

As  these  and  other  similar  doctrines  and  duties  form 
a  part  of  the  very  first  Charge  which  is  delivered  to  the 
incipient  Freemason,  it  may  be  useful  to  take  a  brief  view 
of  them,  as  they  apply  to  God,  our  neighbour,  and  our- 
selves ;  as  they  ibrm  an  exemplification  of  the  moral  law 
which  was  communicated  to  our  Grand  Master  Moses 
from  the  mountain  where  the  Deity  had  previously  mani- 
fested himself  in  a  Burning  Bush. '  The  nrst  Table  of  this 
law  describes  our  duty  to  God ;  and  the  second  our  duty 


intimately  these  duties  correspond  with  the  teaching  of 
our  noble  Order. 

Freemasonry  directs  us  to  put  our  sole  trust  in  the  One 
God  who  dwelleth  in  the  nighest  heavens,  under  the 
several  names,  in  consecutive  degrees,  of  Great  Archi- 
tect, Grand  Geometrician  of  the  Universe,  and  Most 
High  or  Jehovah.  And  teaches  the  true  brother  that 
**  every  blade  of  grass  which  covers  the  field,  every  flower 
which  blows,  and  ever  insect  that  wings  its  way  in  the 
bounds  of  expanded  space,  proves  the  existence  of  a 
F1B8T  Cause,  and  yields  pleasure  to  the  intelligent 
mind.  Were  the  enquiring  mason  to  descend  into  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  and  explore  the  kingdom  of  ores, 
mineraUy  fosidls,  he  would  find  the  same  instances  of 


Let  us,  then,  see  how 
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divine  wisdom  and  goodness  displayed  in  their  formation 
and  structure ; — every  gem  and  pebble  proclaims  the 
handywork  of  an  Almighty  Creator.  Should  he  exalt 
his  view  to  the  more  noble  and  elevated  parts  of  nature^ 
and  survey  the  celestial  orbs,  how  would  his  astonish* 
ment  be  increased.  If,  on  the  principles  of  Freemasonry 
and  true  philosophy,  he  contemplates  the  sun,  the  moon, 
the  stars,  and  the  whole  concave  vault  of  heaven,  his 
pride  will  be  himibled,  and  he  will  be  lost  in  awful  ad- 
miration. The  immense  magnitude  of  those  bodies,  the 
regularity  and  rapidity  of  their  motions,  and  the  vast 
extent  of  space  through  which  they  move,  are  equally 
inconceivabi(^4  and  as  fu-  as  they  exceed  human  compre- 
hension, baffle  his  most  daring  ambition,  till,  lost  in  the 
immensity  of  the  theme,  he  sinks  into  his  primitive  insig- 
nificance. To  him,  the  Great  Geometrician  of  the  Uni- 
verse, the  father  of  Light  and  Life,  the  fountain  of 
eternal  wisdom,  let  us  humbly  dedicate  our  labours; 
imploring  him  to  bless  and  prosper  the  work  of  our  hands, 
to  his  own  glory,  the  good  of  mankind,  and  the  salva- 
tion of  our  immortal  souls." 

Our  Lectures  teach  this;  and  further  add  that  we  are 
not  to  defile  ourselves  by  the  worship  of  any  other  deity, 
but  confine  our  adoration  to  Him  alone.  If  it  be  asked 
how  is  it  possible  to  worship  any  other  gods?  the  answer 
is  ready.  By  elevating  gold  into  an  idol,  like  the  miser; 
who  worships  the  glittering  root  of  evil  night  and  day; 
who  thinks  of  nothing  else,  and  hopes  for  nothing  else. 

Here,  then,  is  an  object  which  takes  precedence  of 
Jehovah.  And  I  am  afraid  it  is  an  idol  which  is  wor- 
shipped by  others  besides  the  confirmed  miser. 

Again;  how  many  are  there  who  make  an  idol  of 
pleasure ;  and  even  neglect  the  Most  High,  on  his  own 
sacred  day,  to  follow  it.  In  a  word,  it  will  be  found  a 
living  fact,  that  whatever  is  inordinately  loved  and  fol- 
lowed to  the  neglect  of  the  allegiance  w^hich  is  due  to 
the  Divinity,  is  an  idol  and  constitutes  a  breach  of  that 
preliminary  law  which  the  lectures  of  Freemasonry 
strictly  enjoin  the  fraternity  to  keep  unbroken. 

It  will  not  be  difficult  to  ascertam  whether  such  con- 
duct be  pursued  by  many  of  those  who  are  stranffers  to 
our  Order ;  and  alas,  by  some  who  enjoy  the  priviteae  of 
its  instructions*   If^  instead  of  imploring  the  aid  of  the 
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Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  in  all  his  undertakings, 
some  reckless  brother  should  prefer  the  things  of  this 
world ; — ^if  instead  of  looking  up  to  Him  in  every  emer- 
gencj  for  comfort  and  support  ne  should  aXlow  himself 
to  be  governed  by  the  crude  opinions  or  the  interested 
recommendations  of  mankind ;  if  instead  of  relying  on 
Him  in  all  doubts  and  difficulties,  with  the  awe  and 
reverence  which  is  due  from  the  creature  to  the  Creator, 
he  should  imfortunately.  depend  on  his  own  understand- 
ing and  trust  to  his  own  judgment ; — ^if  instead  of  making 
it  his  study  to  obey  the  divine  will  and  pleasure,  he 
should  be  inclined  to  consider  his  own  interest  or  conve- 
nience in  preference  to  it — ^we  may  be  quite  sure  that 
tile  world  is  his  idol,  and  business  or  pleasure,  in  his  es- 
timation, are  preferable  to  the  decrees  of^  a  wise  and 
benevolent  Creator. 

Hence  the  propriety  of  the  admonition  to  beware  lest 
we  bow  down  to  a  graven  image,  which  is  the  second 
point  noticed  in  the  moral  law,  and  constitutes  a  breach 
of  masonic  obligation.  It  may,  indeed,  be  supposed  im- 
probable, in  these  enlightened  times,  that  any  one  would 
be  so  weak  and  so  absurd,  as  to  fall  down  and  worship 
any  inanimate  substance.  The  thing  appears  prepos- 
terous; but  it  is  clear  that  the  danger  does  not  lie  in  the 
literal  object  of  adoration.  Whatever  we  covet  inordi- 
nately, how  trifling  soever  it  may  be,  is  an  insult  to  the 
Deity.  And  therefore  the  Lectures  of  masonry  teach  us 
to  subdue  all  our  irregular  passions  and  propensities,  that 
a  habit  of  virtue  may  be  induced,  to  enlighten  the  mind 
and  purify  the  soul.- 

It  may  therefore  be  reasonably  concluded  that  whoever 
loves  anything  better  than  his  duty  to  Ood,  to  him  it  is 
a  graven  image  in  which  he  puts  his  trust ;  however  he 
may  deceive  himself  and  others  at  his  initiation,  by  de- 
claring that  he  puts  his  trust  in  God.  One  of  the  duties 
which  we  owe  to  that  divine  Being  as  taught  by  Free- 
masonry, is  to  hold  his  Sacred  Name  in  the  utmost 


Ineffable,  and  not  to  be  profaned  by  allowing  it  utterance, 
except  on  the  most  solemn  occasions ;  as  the  high  priest 
of  the  Jews  was  only  allowed  to  enter  the  Sanctum 
Sanctorum  on  the  great  day  of  annual  atonement ;  be- 
cause the  Almighty  proclaims  that  "  he  vnW  not  hold 
him  guiltless  that  taketh  his  Name  in  vain." 


reverence.   And  some  of  the 


degrees  accoimt  it 
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The  Lectures  fiirtheT  teach  that  our  ancient  brethren, 
after  diligently  attending  to  their  worldly  business  six 
da^B  in  the  week,  devoted  the  seventh  to  rest  and  wor- 
ship ;  and  that  it  will  be  equally  our  duty  and  interest 
to  copy  their  example;  because  the  profanation  of  the 
Sabbath  is  forbidden  in  the  Sacred  Roll  of  the  Law;  and 
it  unfortunately  constitutes  one  of  the  crjring  sins  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  To  give  a  better  insight  into  the 
obligations  of  a  Free  and  Accepted  Mason  on  this  point, 
I  will  suggest  a  few  heads  of  self-enquiry  to  ascertain 
how  far  the  above  duties  are  binding  on  the  fraternity; 
first  producing  a  passage  from  a  copy  of  the  ancient 
Gothic  Charges  ol  Freemasonry  already  referred  to. 
.  Loveday  (Sabbath)  yet  schul  they  make  nonn,  tyl  that 
the  werke  day  be  clene  a  gonn,  apon  the  holy  day  ye 
mowe  wel  tdke  leyser  y  nowygh  Loveday  to  make,  lest 
that  hyt  wolde  the  werke  day,  latte  here  werke  for  suche 
a  fray ;  to  si;iche  ende  tbenne  that  ye  hem  drawe,  that 
they  stonde  wel  yn  Goddes  lawe.''  And  again.  Holy 
Churche  ys  Goddes  housi  that  ys  y  mad  for  nothynge 
ellus  but  for  to  pray  yn,  as  the  bok  tellus ;  ther  ^e 
pepul  schal  gedur  ynne,  to  pray  and  wepe  for  here 
synne." 

Do  you,  in  obedience  to  this  advice,  conscientiously 
devote  the  Sabbath  day  to  God,  and  spend  its  sacred 
hours  in  worship,  in  reading,  and  in  meditation ;  or  do 
you  neglect  its  duties,  and  devote  it  to  worldly  or  carnal 
purposes  ?  The  ancient  masonic  directions  on  this  point, 
Irom  the  tenth  to  the  fomteenth  century,  are  plain  and 
precise.  "  In  Holy  Churche  lef  nyse  wordes  of  lowed 
speche  and  fowle  wordes,  and  putte  aWay  alle  vanjrte, 
and  say  thy  pater  noster  and  thyne  ave ;  loke  also  thou 
make  no  here,  but  ay  to  be  yn  thy  prayere,  yef  thou 
wolt  not  thyselve  pray,  latte  non  other  no  way.  In 
that  place  nowther  sy tte  ny  stonde,  but  knele  fayr  down 
on  the  gronde,  and  when  the  Gospel  me  rede  schal,  fayre 
thou  stonde  up  fro  the  wal,  and  blesse  the  fayre,  yef  that 
thou  conne,  when  Gloria  tibi  is  begonne ;  and  when  the 
Gospel  ys  y  doun,  agayn  thou  mygth  knele  adown — on 
bothe  thy  knen  down  thou  falle,  fw  hyse  lave  that  bowght 
us  alle  J*  ^ 

It  will,  then,  appear  perfectly  clear,  that  according  to 
the  teaching  of  ancient  masonry,  every  abuse  of  that  day 
which  has  been  set  apart  as  a  day  of  rest,  will  be  brought 
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to  a  strict  aeeonnt ;  for  if  Jehovah  has  solemnly  warned 
us  to  remember  that  we  keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day," 
he  will  not  fail  to  remember  also  whether  we  have 
obeyed  or  disobeyed  the  command.  What,  indeed,  can 
be  a  more  glorious  sight  for  men  and  angels,  than  an 
assembly  of  human  creatures,  who  have  souls  to  save, 
united  in  the  public  worship  of^God,  as  directed  in  the 
above  old  masonic  manuscnpt. 

Our  Saviour  laid  this  practical  demand  on  the  brethren ; 
"a  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  loVe  one 
anothen"    And  he  adds:  '*by  this  shall  all  men  know 


of  Freemasonry.  It  is,  therefore,  our  indispeiisable  duty 
to  love  the  brethren ;  or  in  other  words,  to  do  each  other 
all  the  good  offices  lu  our  power ;  to  be  kind,  compas- 
sionate, and  charitable ;  not  to  speak  evil  of  others,  nor 
to  list^  when  others  wish  to  speak  evil  of  their  neigh- 
bours. It  is,  indeed,  too  true  that  there  are  many  in  the 
world  who  appear  to  take  delight  in  promoting  disputes, 
and  fomenting  quarrels.  But  is  it  agreeable  to  the  rules 
of  masonry,  to  set  friends  at  variance  with  each  other, 
to  disunite  families,  and  to  throw  society  into  confusion  ? 
On  the  contrary,  its  Lectures  speak  highly  of  the  value  of 
a  tongue  of  good  report ;  and  recommend  the  fratemitj 
to  speak  as  well  of  a  brother  in  his  absence  as  in  his 
presence ;  and,  if  unable  to  do  so  with  a  safe  conscience^ 
to  preserve  a  strict  and  charitable  silence,  as  the  distin^ 
gmshing  virtue  of  the  Order.  Let  the  master  of  a  Lodge, 
tiierefore,  take  every  opportunity  of  cautioning  the  breth- 
ren not  only  to  refrain  from  slander  themselves,  but  never 
to  listen  to  it ;  for  it  is  a  breach  of  the  stringent  injunc- 
tion of  the  grand  patron  of  masonry,  St.  John  the  Evan- 
ffelist,  who,  in  imitation  of  his  divine  Master,  frequently 
ohrects  us  to  love  one  another.  And  for  this  reason, 
because  if  the  love  of  God  and  man  be  thef  ground  of  our 
actions,  it  will  promote  our  own  happiness,  and  spread 
tiie  blessings  ot  peace  and  unanimity  amount  all  ranks 
and  descriptions  of  men.  This  is  the  spirit  which  the 
Lectures  of  Freemasonry  inculcate.  It  is  the  disposition 
of  angels  and  the  practice  of  every  faithful  brother. 

One  of  the  numerous  virtues  which  are  strongly 
recommended  in  the  masonic  system,  is  filial  piety. 
According  to  the  ancient  masonic  record  which  has  been 


that  ye  are  my  disciples.^ 
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BO  copiously  exemplified  in.  this  Lecture,  the  reward  of 
duteous  children  is  thus  stated.  These  lordys  chyldryn 
therto  dede  falle  to  lume  of  hym  the  craft  (k  Gemetryy 
which  was  the  name  of  Masonry,  the  wheche  he  made  ml 
corysly;  throygh  fadrys  prayers  and  modrys  also,  thys 
onest  craft  he  putte  hem  to;  he  that  lemed  best  and 
were  of  oneste  and  passud  hys  felows  yn  curyste,  gef  yn 
that  craft  he  dede  hym  passe,  he  schulde  have  more 
worschepe  then  the  lasse." 

The  heathen  knew  very  little  of  this  virtue;  for  tiie 
cust<nn  of  exposmg  infirm  children 

'  Totaqne  ssape 

Ad  spiiroos  deoepta  laous, 

was  not  a  recommendation  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of 
the  unfortunate  victims  to  be  kind  to  their  parents  in 
return;  although  the  law  of  Solon,  called  Alimenta, 
made  it  incumbent  on  children  to  provide  for  their  aged 
parents.  i 

Amongst  the  later  Jews  this  principle  was  virtually 
renounced ;  although  they  were  commanded  to  "  honour 
their  father  and  mother,  that  it  might  be  well  with  them« 
and  that  they  might  live  long  upon  the  earth."  And 
the  duty  was  frequently  reiterated  in  their  sacred  writ- 
ings. Thus  the  son  Sirach  says  very  afiectingly,  honour 
thy  father  with  thy  whole  heart,  and  forget  not  the 
sorrows  of  thy  mother.  Remember-  that  thou  wast  be- 
gotten of  them,  and  how  canst  thou  recompense  them 
the  things  which  they  have  done  for  thee?"  Their  dis- 
resard  to  parental  necessities,  however,  was  so  remark- 
ably promment  as  to  be  formally  recognized  by  a  Jewish 
statute,  denominated  Corban;  and  hence  our  Saviour 
reproaches  the  Jews  for  making  a  corban  of  that  which 
ought  to  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  their  parents. 
Thus  if  a  parent  was  in  necessity,  and  applied  to  his 
child  for  assistance,  the  answer  was,  I  have  already 
devoted  what  you  require  of  me  to  God,  and  therefore 
Igive  it  you,  I  shall  be  guilty  of  the  greatest  profanation. 
The  Talmud  gives  the  form  of  appropriation ;  and  thou^ 
it  is  contrary  to  reason  and  the  feelmgs  of  nature,  yet  it 
was  universally  approved  and  practised  by  the  Pharisees 
and  their  successors. 
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Amongst  masons  the  great  principle  of  filial  {ttety  is 
denoted  by  the  word  Lewis,  which  signifies  strength ; 
and  in  operative  masonry  consists  of  certain  pieces  of 
metal,  which,  when  dovetailed  into  a  stone,  form  a 
cramp  by  which  great  weights,  otherwise  immovable, 
are  raised  to  certain  heights  with  very  little  difficulty, 
and  fixed  on  their  proper  bases.  In  speculative  ma- 
sonry, the  word  Lewis  symbolizes  the  son  of  a  master 
mason,  whose  duty  it  is  to  bear  the  burden  and  heat 
of  the  day  in  lieu  of  his  parents,  who,  by  reason  of 
their  ase,  ought  to  be  exempt;  to  help  them  in  the 
time  of  need,  and  thereby  render  the  close  of  their 
days  happy  and  comfortable.  His  privilege  for  so 
doing  is  to  be  made  a  mason  before  any  other  person, 
however  dignified. 

These  precepts  and  duties  are  incumbent  upon  all 
good  and  dutiful  children  who  have  been  initiated  into 
the  mysteries  of  masonry.  They  must  honour  their 
parents  by  a  filial  afiection  for  their  persons,  a'^fer^ 
ence  to  their  opinions,  a  tender  regard  for  their  safety, 
and  an  implicit  obedience  to  their  commands.  ^  Being 
fully  sensible  of  the  immense  obligations  which  their 
nurture  and  education  have  imposed  upon  them,  they 
feel  themselves  at  all  times  ready  to  show  their  respect 
by  a  constant  and  cheerful  attendance  to  their  wishes. 
If  their  parents  are  in  want,  they  relieve  them;  if 
they  are  feeble  or  infirm,  they  support  them,  and  on 
every  occasion  are  prepared  to  vindicate  their  welfare 
and  happiness. 

Such  are  the  obligations  which  masonry  imposes) 
and  they '  are  well  calculated  to  contribute  to  the 
general  good  of  society;  f<)r  they  are  founded  upon 
the  best  feelings  of  our  nature,  and  not  only  insure  do- 
mestic happiness,  but  also  harmony  and  peace  amongst 
all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  men.   A  parent  has  claims 

rn  his  child  which  none  but  a  parent  can  knowv 
other  can  estimate  the  affectionate  care  and  anxiety 
which  dwell  in  the  heart  of  a  parent  to  produce  the 
welfare  of  his  ofisprin^,  at  a  time  when  they  are  in- 
capable of  providing  for  themselves — when  they  must 
have  perished,  if  deprived  of  parental  tenderness.  The 
wise  man  truly  says,  "the  father  waketh  for  the 
daughter  when  no  man  knoweth,  and  the  care  for 
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her  taketh  away  sleep.'*  Ckimmon  gratitude,  therefore, 
ought  to  point  out  toe  necessity  of  an  adequate  return, 
when  age  and  infirmity  have  cast  a  shade  over  these 
early  and  constant  friends,  and  the  loss  of  health  and 
strength  is  accompanied  by  adversity,  and  perhaps  by 
sickness  and  pain. 

But  experience  shows  that  gratitude  is  too  slender 
a  tie  to  operate  with  a  beneficial  effect  on  stubborn 
or  impracticable  natures.  We  frequently  see  parents 
deserted  by  their  children  at  a  period  when  they  are 
roost  in  need  of  active  assistance.  They  have  arrived 
at  maturity  perhaps — ^they  have  families  of  their  own 
to  provide  for— ^nd  this  is  considered  a  sufficient  ex- 
cuse for  leaving  their  aged  parents  to  the  mercy  of  the 
world.  They  have  been  indebted  to  them  for  nurture, 
for  instructiob,  for  the  means  of  procuring  subsistence ; 
and  yet  all  these  benefits  are  overlooked  on  a  narrow 
and  selfish  principle  which  Freemasonry  is  solicitous 
to  remove.  They  abandon  their  parents  to  want  and 
all  its  miserable  attendants;  ana  by  such  conduct, 
frequently  bring  their  gray  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the 
grave. 

The  Mosaic  pavement  of  a  mason's  lodge  is  placed 
there  to  show  the  vicissitudes  of  human  life;  that 
however  prosperity  may  favour  us  with  its  smiles  to- 
day, it  is  uncertain  how  long  it  will  continue  to  bless 
us.  Adversity  may  come  when  we  least  expect  it, 
and  penury  anjd  distress  may  follow  joy  and  pleasure. 
The  latter  period  of  life  may  be  subjected  to  want 
and  misery,  when  we  are  most  unfit  to  encounter  it; 
and  instead  of  resting  in  peace  after  a  long  and 
troublesome  journey,  we  may  be  compelled  again  to 
encounter  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  This,  then,  is 
the  period  for  the  Lewis  to  display  the  virtues  of 
filial  piety  and  gratitude;  and  in  such  a  case  no 
daifger  is  so  great,  but  he  will  readily  encounter  it, 
and  no  toil  so  severe,  but  he  will  willingly  bear  it. 
This  is  strongly  recommended  in  the  system  of  Free- 
masonry ;  and  forms  an  important  link  in  the  chain  of 
benefits  which  society  receives  from  this  benevolent 
institution. 

Now,  as  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  we  may  be 
inclined  to  believe  that  we  have  done  every  thing 
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which  the  Order  preBcribes  in  this  pftrticular,  by 
obedience  and  submission  to  our  immediate  parents. 
But  it  is  our  duty  also  to  honour  all  men,  and  love 
the  brotherhood,  whatever  be  their  station,  whether 
superiors,  equals,  or  inferiors*  To  the  first  we  owe 
submission;  to  the  two  last  love  and  condescension. 
It  will  be  for  us  to  consider  whether  we  have  always 
obeyed  this  command,  by  submitting  to  lawful  au-» 
thority  on  the  one  hand,  or  treating  our  humbler 
brethren  with  supercilious  contempt  on  the  other. 
What  alas!  is  the  greatness  of  this  world?  All  that 
can  be  said  of  the  very  proudest  roan  in  existence, 
after  he  is  dead,  is — that  be  was  bom — ^he  lived — and 
he  died.  Pride  is  as  hateful  to  God  as  it  is  to  man. 
He  made  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich ;  and  with  him 
there  is  no  respect  of  persons. 

The  doctrines  of  masonry  respect  equally  a  brother's 
Ufe ;  the  chastity  of  his  wife  and  daughter ;  and  the 
protection  of  bis  property  and  reputation.  A  brother's 
ufe  is  a  sacred  deposit,  which  no  one  will  dare  to 
violate,  if  he  duly  reflects  on  the  punishment  of  mur- 
der, as  it  is  delineated  in  certain  ceremonies  which  are 
familiar  to  the  perfectly  initiated  mason.  But  there 
are  some  things  more  valuable  than  life.  The  Book 
which  lies  open  on  the  pedestal  of  a  mason's  lodge 
will  tell  you  what  they  are.  "  Ye  have  heard  that  it 
was  said  by  them  of  old  time,  thou  shalt  not  kill; 
and  whosoever  shall  kill  shall  be  in  danger  of  the 
judgment.  But  I  say  unto  you,  that  whosoever  is 
angry  with  his  Brother  without  a  cause,  shall  be  in 
danger  of  tiie  judgment;  and  whosoever  shall  say  to 
his  Brother,  Baca,  shall  be  in  danger  of  the  council ; 
but  whosoever  shall  say,  thou  fool,  shall  be  in  danger 
of  hell  fire."  By  these  words  we  understand  that 
anger  and  quarrelling  are  highly  reprehensible,  and 
therefore  our  laws  contain  stringent  provisions  against 
all  such  improper  practices.  Our  Grand  Patron  St. 
John  is  particularly  strong  upon  this  point,  when  he 
says  *'he  that  loveth  not  his  brother  abideth  in  deaih.'^ 
And  he  has  a  plainer  expression  even  than  this,  and 


his  brother  is  a  murderer;  and  no  murderer  hath 
eternal  life  abiding  in  him." 


more 


Whosoever  hateth 
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Who,  theoy  can  be  innocept  of  thig  offence?  Where 
is  the  man  to  be  fouDd  who  has  never  been  at  variance 
with  his  brother?  And  this,  on  the  above  authority, 
is  called  murder.  And,  indeed,  hatred  and  illwill  have 
often  ended  in  murder,  when  the  angry  man  deemed 
himself  incapable  of  such  a  crime.  Consider  the 
delinquency  of  the  three  Fellow  Crafts,  and  reflect  on 
their  punishment.  And  if  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
provoked  to  anger  on  every  trifling  occasion,  who  can 
tell  what  injury  may  arise,  if  our  anger  be  increased  by 
insult  and  provocation. 

But  there  are  many  other  ways  of  violating  this  pre- 
cept, against  which  the  Free  and  Accepted  Mason  ought 
to  be  for  ever  on  his  guard.  For  instance;  in  wishing 
for  the  death  of  any  person  who  may  stand  in  the  way 
of  our  advancement ;  or  that  of  any  official  person  whom 
we  hope  to  succeed.  This  is  at  least  a  violation  of  our 
duty  to  God,  our  neighbour,  and  ourselves  ;  and  a  breach 
of  our  masonic  obligation. 

The  next  precept  to  which  I  have  referred,  as  being 
one  of  the  peculiar  doctrines  which  are  contained  in  the 
lectures  ot  masonry,  respects  the  personal  chastity  of  a 
mason's  wife  or  daughter.  Indeed  it  was  a  positive  com- 
mand written  by  the  finger  of  God — "Thou  shalt 
not  commit  adultery."  And  a  primitive  law  of  masonry 
was  thus  expressed. 

Thou  schal  not  by  thy  maystres  wyf  ly, 
Ny  by  thy  felows,  yn  no  maner  wyse, 
Lest  the  craft  wolde  the  despyse ; 
Ny  by  thy  felows  ooncubyne, 
No  more  thou  woldest  he  deae  by  thyne. 
Gef  he  forfete  yn  eny  of  hem. 
So  y  chasted  thenne  most  he  ben ; 
Fill  mekell  care  mygth  ther  begynne, 
For  suche  a  fowle  dedely  synne. 

There  is  eveiy  reason  to  believe  that  this  law  is  re* 
spected  by  the  fraternity,  although  it  condenans  a  sin 
Vhich  is  sometimes  practised  by  others  without  remorse, 
and  talked  of  without  shame.  Our  Grand  Master,  king 
Solomon,  however,  says,  rejoice  O  young  man,  and  let 
thy  heart  cheer  thee  in  the  da^  of  thy  youth,  and  walk 
in  the  ways  of  thine  heart  and  in  the  sight  of  thine  eyes; 
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but  know  thou  that  for  all  these  thmgs  God  will  bring 
thee  into  judgment/' 

We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  inviolability 
of  our  neighbour's  property  and  reputation,  which  Free- 
masonry binds  us  to  protect  as  carefully  as  if  they  were 
our  own.  It  is  not  enough  that  no  encroachments  are 
made  on  it  by  actual  violence  on  our  own  part,  or  conni« 
vazice  when  it  is  invaded  by  others.  The  good  mason, 
who  acts  according  to  the  instruction  which  he  receives 
in  the  Lodge,  will  not  endeavour  to  profit  by  his  brother's 
ignorance  or  inexperience  in  any  worldly  transactions ; 
but  80  far  from  ii\}uring  him,  he  will  protect  him  from 
dftQger  by  giving  him  timely  notice  of  any  attack  which 
may  be  meditated  by  others ;  thus  showing  to  the  un- 
initiated world  that  we  are  united  by  a  chain  of  indisso- 
luble affection,  which  cannot  fail  to  distinguish  us  while 
we  continue  to  practise  the  distinguishing  duties  of  our 
profession.  Brotherly  Love,  Relief,  and  Truth. 

In  the  United  States,  there  is,  or  was,  a  peculiar  de* 
gree,.  by  which  the  fraternity  undertook  to  protect  the 
interests  of  their  brethren  from  encroachment ;  and  for 
this  purpose,  the  candidate,  at  his  admission,  promises  to 
caution  nis  brother  by  sign,  word,  or  token,  not  only 
when  he  is  about  to  do  anything  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  masonry,  or  whenever  he  sees  him  about  to  in- 
jure himself  by  inadvertence  or  ignorance  in  buying  and 
selling;  but  that  he  will  himself,  being  so  cautioned, 

Eause  and  reflect  on  the  course  he  is  pursuing ;  and  that 
e  will  assist  a  brother  by  introducing  him  in  business 
to  his  friends,  and  to  promote  his  interests  by  every 
means  in  his  power. 

And  further,  Freemasonry  teaches  the  brethren  by  its 
lectures  that  it  is  their  duly  to  support  a  brother's  diar- 
acter  in  his  absence  more  energetically  than  in  his  pres- 
ence, because  it  is  presumed  that  when  present  he  will 
be  able  to  vindicate  his  own  reputation ;  not  vnrongfiilly 
to  revile  him,  or  suffer  him  to  be  reviled  by  others  if  it 
is  in  their  power  to  prevent  it.  An  offence  against  this 
precept  is  committed  by  misrepresenting  the  conduct  of 
a  brother,  or  passing  uncharitable  reflections  upon  him ; 
by  whispering,  backbiting  or  circulatinff  injurious  reports. 
This  has  always  been  considered  a  fault  of  such  magni- 
tude, that  T  a  A  O  T  U  has  decreed  that all  liars  Oisll 
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have  their  part  in  the  lake  which  bumeth  with  fire  and 
brimatone ; "  md  Freemasonry  dificoxintenances  slander 
hj  givinff  honour  to  the  tongae  of  good  report,  which  is 
indicatea  in  the  Tracing  Board  by  a  specific  and  ex- 
pressive symboL 

I  shall  now  consider  a  few  negative  virtues  which  are 
embodied  in  the  lectures  of  Freemasonrjr ;  trusting  that 
they  wUl  be  found  equally  valuable  with  those  sSready 
mentioned ;  and  apphcable  alike  to  the  fraternity,  and  to 
society  at  large  ;  because  an  abstinence  firom  vice  is  as 
useful  to  the  community  as  the  practice  of  virtue. 

The  best  masons  are  not  always  the  most  learned  men ; 
for  the  chief  excellence  of  the  Order  does  not  consist  so 
much  in  its  science  as  in  its  morality.  The  moral  and 
intellectual,  though  firequently  found  in  unison  with  each 
other,  are  qualities  essentially  diffi^rent*  "  That  virtue 
proceeds  from  rectitude,  and  vice  from  error  of  judgment, 
we  do  not  at  all,  perhaps,  perceive  with  sufficient  clear- 
ness. By  the  terms  of  distinction  we  are  in  tlie  habit  of 
using  in  familiar  discourse,  when  we  are  speaking  of  the 
intellectual  and  moral  characters  of  mankind,  we  are 
some  of  us,  possibly,  in  some  measure  diverted  from  dis- 
cerning the  derivation  of  right  and  wrong  conduct,  firom 
just  and  false  opinion.  We  speidk.,  in  common  convena- 
tion,  of  a  good  head  and  a  good  heart;  and  we  are  care- 
lessly led  by  this  local  account  of  intellectual  and  moral 
exoellence,  to  conceive  of  good  sense  and  good  living,  as 
proceeding  firom  difierent  oepartments  and  provinces  of 
our  nature ;  and  fancifully  to  consider  them  as  having 
their  source  where  we  thus  figuratively  assign  them  their 
seat."^ 

But  universal  ei^rience  convinces  us  that  this  is  not 
always  the  case.  The  cleverest  and  most  talented  men 
are  sometimes  extremely  dissolute.  Such  persons,  wh^ 
they  apply  their  learning  or  talent  to  improper  purposes, 
are  the  most  dangerous  characters  in  existence.  Their 
judgment  and  t^i  enable  them  to  conceal  the  iniquity 
of  their  intentions,  and  they  hence  practise  their  ne- 
farious plans  on  the  credulity  of  the  public  vnth  impu- 
nity. Jofii&ph  Balsamo,  better  known  under  his  assumed 
name  of  Count  Cagliostro,  was  a  clever  charlatan  of 


^  Fawceti'B  SenDons,  voL  L,  p.  127. 
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this  deacriptioiL  His  sncceas  in  the  proseeution  of  his 
schemes  is  thus  detailed  in  the  memoirs  of  Abb6  Georgel, 
touching  the  case  of  Cardinal  Rohan.  ''In  the  mean 
time  an  unfortunate  circumstance  contributed  to  huny 
the  Cardinal  into  extraordinary  adventures.  I  do  not 
know  what  monster,  envious  of  the  tranquility  of  honest 
men,  had  vomited  forth  upon  our  country  an  enthusiastic 
empiric^ — a  new  Apostle  <f  the  religion  qfnoJtvre^  who  created 
cmverts  in  the  most  dey^otic  manner^  and  sufy'ected  them  en' 
nrelif  to  his  influence* 

''Some  speedv  cures  effected  in  cases  that  were  pro- 
nounced incurable,  and  fatal  in  Switzerlaod  and  Stras- 
burgi  spread  the  name  of  Cagliostro  far  and  wide,  and 
raised  his  renown,  to  that  of  a  truly  miraculous  physi- 
cian. His  attention  towards  the  poor  and  his  contempt 
for  the  rich,  gave  his  character  an  air  of  superiority  and 
interest  which  excited  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  Those 
whom  he  chose  to  honour  with  hie  familiarity^  left  his 
society  with  ecstacy  at  his  transcendent  qualities.  The 
Cardinal  de  Rohan  waa  at  his  residence  at  Saveme, 
when  the  Count  de  Cagliostro  astonished  Strasburg  and 
all  Switzerland  with  the  extraordinary  cures  he  penorm- 
ed.  Curious  to  see  so  remarkable  a  personage,  the  Car- 
dinal went  to  Strasburg.  It  was  found  necessaiy  to  use 
interest  to  be  admitted  to  the  Count.  If  M.  le  Cardinal 
is  sick,  said  he,  let  him  come  to  me  and  I  will  cure  him ; 
if  he  be  well,  he  has  no  business  with  me,  nor  have 
I  with  him.  This  reply,  far  from  giving  offence  to 
the  vanity  of  the  Cardmal,  only  increased  tiie  desire  he 
bad  to  be  acquainted  with  him. 

"  At  length,  having  gained  admission  to  the  sanctuary 
of  this  new  Esculapius,  he  saw  on  the  countenance  of 
this  inconmiunicative  man  a  dignity  so  imposing  that 
he  felt  himself  penetrated  by  a  religious  awe,  and  that 
his  first  words  were  inspired  by  reverence.  This  inter- 
view, which  was  very  short,  excited  more  strongly  than 
ever  the  desire  of  a  more  intimate  acquaintance.  At 
length  it  was  obtained,  and  the  crafty  empiric  timed  his 
conduct  and  his  advances  so  well,  that  at  length,  with- 
out seeminff  to  desire  it,  he  gained  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  Cardinal,  and  possessed  the  greatest  ascendency 
over  him.  His  Egyptian  lodges  were  opened  at  night 
in  the  Cardinal's  own  drawiiig  room,  illuminated  by  an 


immense  namber  of  wax  tapers ;  and  he  succeeded  in 
persuading  his  dupe,  that  unaer  the  influence  of  a  famili* 
ar  demon,  he  could  teach  him  to  mak9  gold  out  of  baser 
metals,  and  transmute  small  diamonds  into  large  precious 
stones*  And  thus  under  the  pretence  of  developing  the 
rarest  secrets  the  Rosicrucians  and  other  visionariest 
who  believed  in  the  existence  of  the  Philosopher's  stone, 
the  elixir  of  life,  &c.,  he  cheated  the  Cardinal  out  of 
large  sums  of  money,  which)  instead  of  passing  through 
the  crucibles,  found  their  way  into  the  pockets  of  the 
sharper.'* 

The  true  science  of  Freemasonry  guards  against  such 
impostures  by  the  most  stringent  regulations;  and 
recommends  the  practice  of  virtue  as  a  shield  against 
the  impositions  ot  designing  men.  Thus  the  Constitu* 
tions  declare  that  no  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a  can-* 
didate  without  notice  and  strict  enquiry  into  his  charac- 
ter and  qualifications.  That  every  candidate  must  be  a 
free  man  and  his  own  master,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
initiation,  be  known  to  be  in  reputable  circumstances. 
He  should  be  a  lover  of  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  and 
have  made  some  progress  in  one  or  other  of  them. 
And  previous  to  his  initiation,  he  is  called  upon  to  sub^ 
scribe  a  declaration  that  he  will  cheerfully  conform 
to  all  the  ancient  usages  and  established  customs  of  the 
Order.  And  even  then,  he  cannot  on  any  pretence 
be  admitted,  if,  on  the  ballot,  three  black  balls  shaJl 
appear  against  him. 

The  Charge  delivered  to  an  entered  apprentice  is 
equally  plain  and  significant.  ^*No  institution  can 
boast  a  more  solid  foundation  than  that  on  which  Free- 
masonry rests — the  practice  of  social  and  moral  virtue;  and 
to  so  high  an  eminence  has  its  credit  been  advanced, 
that  in  every  age,  monarchs  themselves  have  become  the 

gromoters  of  the  art,  have  not  thought  it  derogatory 
om  their  dignity  to  exchange  the  sceptre  for  the 
trowel ;  have  patronized  our  mysteries,  ana  even  joined 
pur  assemblies." 

With  such  precautions,  it  will  appear  at  least  very 
improbable  that  vicious  or  unworthy  characters  should 

Sam  admission  into  a  lodge.    But  unfortunately  this 
oes  somethnes  occur.    And  the  characters  of  men 
undergo  such  extraordinary  and  unexpected  ehanges  hy 
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the  Toice  of  circamBtances,  that  it.ia  impossible  for 
Freemasonry  to  answer  for  the  stability  of  every  bro- 
ther who  may  have  been  enrolled  amongst  its  members ; 
and  such  alterations  in  the  disposition  cannot  be  provi- 
ded against  by  any  sumptuary  law.  The  universal 
system  remains  unsullied  by  the  introduction  of  an 
occasional  impostor,  although  the  locality  where  such  an 
event  occurs  may  suffer  a  temporary  shadow  to  obscure 
its  light ;  for  as  Agesilaus  observed  when  the  director  ot 
ceremonies  in  the  Gymnasium  placed  him  in  an  unwor^ 
thy  situation ;  *Mt  is  not  the  place  that  makes  the  man, 
but  the  man  that  makes  the  place  honourable  or  disho- 
nourable." 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  such  impostors 
sully  and  avert  the  stream  of  masonic  charity.  They 
prowl  about  the  country  with  false  certificates,  and 
often  succeed  in  deluding  benevolent  brothers,  to  the 
injury  of  those  who  ai^e  really  in  distress.  And  the 
difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  real  and  assumed 
objects  of  charity  may  be  estimated  from  such  cases  as 
the  following,  which  has  been  extracted  from  the  Quar- 
terly Communication  for  Dec,  1823.  "A  Report  from 
the  Board  of  General  Purposes  was  read,  stating  that  an 
individual,  calling  himself  Simon  Ramus,  had  been 
endeavouring  to  impose  upon  the  brethren,  and  to 
obtain  pecuniary  assistance,  under  colour  of  a  fabricated 
certificate,  stating  him  to  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Lodge  No.  353.  And  also  that  another  individual,  calling 
himself  Miles  Martin,  but  supposed  to  be  one  Joseph 
Larkins,  had,  in  a  similar  manner,  been  endeavoring  to 
impose  upon  the  brethren,  under  colour  of  a  certificate 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  and  another  from  the 
Lodge  No.  145,  at  Norwich }  all  which  certificates  had 
been  detained  and  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
The  Board  stated  that  they  were  induced  to  make  this 
Report  with  a  view  to  guard  brethren  against  further 
attempts  at  imposition  by  those  individuals,  although 
their  means  were  in  a  great  measure  destroyed  by  the 
detention  of  the  certificates.'* 

Such  cases  are  of  common  occurrence  in  the  countrv; 
and  to  guard  against  them  as  completely  as  possible, 
the  laws,  under  the  presumption  that  ignorance  is  the 
parent  of  vice,  provide  against  the  admission  of  un- 
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educated  penons  who  are  incapable  of  writing  their, 
own  names,  hj  requiring  them  actually  to  auftcribe 
the  Declaration.  A  want  of  attention  to  thia  rule  is 
calculated  to  produce  many  other  irregularitieg.  The 
following  censure  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  this  point 
merits  general  circulation  amongst  the  brethren.  For 
obvious  reasons  the  name  of  the  offending  lodge  is 
omitted.  **  It  being  remarked  in  the  Grand  Lodge  that 
some  of  the  brethren  of  the  Iiodge  No.  —  were  unable 
to  write,  inasmuch  as  their  marks  only  were  affixed 
against  their  names,  and  amongst  them  was  the  Junior 
Warden ;  and  the  law,  sec.  iv.,  p.  90,  declaring  such 
individuals  ineligible  for  initiation,  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  will,  after  this  notice,  feel  it  a  duty  he  owes  to 
the  Craft  to  bring  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Grand 
Lodffe  the  conduct  of  any  Lodge  which  shall  violate  the 
wholesome  and  necessary  law  above  referred  to;  a 
breach  of  which  it  is  declared  in  the  preamble  to  the 
regulations  for  proposing  members,  &c.,  p.  88,  shall 
subject  the  ofifenaing  lodge  to  erasure.  And  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  will  require  his  Provincial  Grand  Mastera 
to  warn  the  lodges  under  their  respective  superintend* 
ence,  of  this  His  Royal  Highness's  determination,  and 
to  report  to  him  any  instance  which  *  shall  come  to  their 
knowledge  of  a  disregard  of  the  law  in  this  respect*'** 


•  Qusrt  €k«.  2m  Sept.,  1836. , 
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LECTURE  V. 


TO 


BRO.  RBV.  CHARLES   NAIENE,  D.  P.  G.  M.    it  W.  M. 


RBV.  W#  N.  JBPSON, 

O.  T.  W.  SIBTHORPy  BSQ*, 

B.  F.  BROADBBNT,  BSQ., 

O.  H.  SHIPLBT, 

RALPH  TAYLOR, 

M.  WOODCOCK, 

JOSBPH  DURAKCB, 

JOHN  MIDDLBTON, 

HBNRY  COTTON, 


S.  W. 
J.  W. 
P.  M. 
TREA« 
P    M.  4c  SBC. 

S.  D. 
J.  D. 
P.  M.  &  M.  C. 
STEWARD, 


0/  the  Witham  Lodge,  Lincoln,  No.  374. 


ICt  Dbar  Brethren  and  Friends, 

Whom  I  know  so  well,  and  esteem  so  highly,  will 
accept  this  trifling  testimony  of  my  regard,  resultinsr 
from  a  connection  of  many  years'  standing,  and  a  socisu 
intercourse  that  has,  I  natter  myself,  been  mutually 
advantageous. 

Oft  liave  I  met  your  social  band. 
And  spent  the  cheerful  festiye  nig^t; 

Oftt  hononzed  with  supreme  command. 
Presided  o'er  tiie  sons  of  light 
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And  by  tiiat  hieroglyphio  biiglit 
Which  none  bnt  craftsmen  eyer  saw; 

Strong  memory  on  my  heart  shall  write 
Those  happy  scenes  when  far  awa'. 

BUBNB. 

Those  happy  days  are  gone,  never  to  return.  Younger 
nien  may  enjoy  them  as  I  have  done ;  although  it  will  re- 
quire a  very  high  degree  of  enthusiasm  to  impart  the 
same  relish  which  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  possess. 
Some  of  my  happiest  moments  have  been  passed  in 
a  mason's  lodge.  Commonplace  maxims,  if  tney  were 
only  clothed  in  the  mantle  of  Freemasonry,  have  been 
invested  with  all  the  dignity  of  philosophy ;  and  prosaic 
precepts  have  mounted  in  my  excited  imagination  to 
the  sublime  regions  of  poetic  inspiration. 

I  often  look  oack  upon  that  period  with  sensations  of 
unfeigned  pleasure.  It  was  like  a  bright  halo  of  glory 
which  overshadowed  my  path,  and  cast  its  streams  of 
glittering  light  about  me.  The  Lodge  was  a  Paradise 
of  pleasure,  and  masonry  spread  a  gleam  of  sunshine 
on  my  existence.  Your  lodge,  my  dear  brethren,  is 
associated  in  my  mind  with  that  season  of  felicity, 
as  connected  with  my  Provincial  presidency;  and  I 
cannot  offer  you  a  better  wish  than  that  you  may 
enjoy,  as  I  have  done,  the  social  delights  which  spring 
from  an  intercourse  with  each  other  m  a  tyled  Lodge, 

! governed  by  Wisdom,  protected  by  Strength,  and  en- 
ivened  by  Beauty. 

There  are  many  good  masons  in  the  Witham  Lodge 
who  have  made  it  their  study  to  investigate  the  doc- 
trines contained  in  the  system  of  Freemasonry,  and 
to  trace  them  to  their  source,  that  their  accuracy  may 
be  established  by  the  most  unexceptionable  references. 
If  it  were  not  founded  on  the  strong  basis  of  truth, 
it  would  not  have  so  nobly  and  triumphantly  sustained 
the  repeated  attempts,  both  direct  and  indirect,  and 
all  insidious,  to  sully  its  fair  fame,  and  blot  it  out  of 
the  list  of  those  beneficent  institutions  which  confer 
so  much  honour  on  their  supporters,  and  such  inesti- 
mable benefits  on  society  at  large. 

The  symbol  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  Lecture 
which  I  have  tlie  pleasure  of  dedicating  to  you,  is  of 
such  importance  as  to  admit  a>f  several  interpretationsi 
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efteb  fllnBtrating  the  sablimity  of  its  reference;  and 
unitedly  forming  a  constellation  of  moral  and  religious 
virtues  which  constitute  an  appropriate,  introduction  to 
the  divine  qualities  that  point  the  way  to  heaven. 

That  the  Members  of  the  Witbam  Lodge  may  expe- 
rience no  difficulty  in  finding  that  narrow  path,  is  the 
sincere  wish  of 

W.  Sir,  and  dear  brethren, 
Your  sincere  friend, 

And  faithful  Brother, 
GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Hon.  Member  of  the  Witham  Lodge. 


SOOPWICK  YlCARAOE, 

October  1,  1849. 


IM 
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IwtuTe  tire 

The  twelve  definitions  of  the  Circle  and  Parallel  Lines 
amndertd. 

The  Circle  has  ever  been  considered  symbolic  of  the  Deity ;  for 
OS  a  Circle  appears  to  have  neither  beginning  nor  end,  it  may  jostiy 
be  considered  a  type  of  the  Deity,  without  either  beginning  of  days 
or  ending  of  years.    It  also  remmds  us  of  a  future  state,  where 
hope  to  enjoy  everlasting  happiness  and  glory.'* 

Old  LscTUiuvf 

When  a  candidate  for  masonic  honours  has  been 
enlightened  by  describing  the  circle  of  duty  round  the 
central  point  of  light,  and  is  permitted  to  look  round 
him  and  observe  the  appointments  and  decorations,  he 
is  particularly  struck  with  the  appearance  of  numerous 
instruments  of  mechanical  labour  which  appertain  to  the 
trade  of  an  operative  mason  ;  intermixed  with  a  profuse 
sprinkling  of  astronomical  signs,  and  indications  of  a 
present  Deity,  which  he  sees  arranged  methodically 
about  the  Lod^e.  On  whatever  side  he  may  turn  his 
eyes,  the  effect  is  still  the  same.  The  ceiling  is  covered 
with  symbols ;  as  well  as  the  pedestal,  the  tables,  the 
walls,  and  the  pillars.  And  before  him,  on  what  he  may 
take  to  be  an  attar,  lies  the  Volume  of  the  Sacred  Law  of 
God,  covered  with  mathematical  instruments ;  which  he 
also  observes  are  repeated  on  the  bosoms  of  the  Officers. 
These  we  call  Jewels,  for  the  same  reason  as  righteous 
men  are  often  dignified  with  this  title  in  the  Holy  Volume 
just  mentioned,^  because  they  are  held  amongst  us  in 
superior  estimation.  The  floor  is  composed  of  Mosiuc 
work,  and  surrounded  with  a  tesselated  border,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  lithostrata  or  tesselated  pavements  of  the 
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Romani,  so  many  remaim  of  which  ezisfc  ia  oar  own 

country. 

On  a  first  view  of  this  peculiarity,  the  i(}eas  of  the 
candidate  may  probably  revert  to  the  chambers  of* 
imagery,  so  well  described  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel;^  to 
the  Pantheon  of  Rome,  the  (iitacombs  of  Egypt,  or  the 
cavern  temples  of  Hindoostan.  But  iiis  antiquarian 
reminiscences  will  afford  a  very  imperfect  notion  of  the 
scene  which  is-  exhibited  in  a  mason's  Lodge ;  for  those 
decorations,  unlike  the  symbols  ot'  masonrv,  consisted  of 
sensible  objects  of  veneration — single  and  double-£»ced 
deities,  compound  and  imaginary  animals; 

Gknii  with  heads  of  Mrds,  kawkB^  ihis,  drakes. 
Of  lions,  foxes,  cats,  fish,  frogs,  and  snakes* 
BuQst  rams,  and  monkeys,  hippopotami, 
With  knife  in  paw,  suspended  from  the  sky; 
Gods  germinatmg  men,  and  men  tum'd  to  gods. 
Seated  in  honour  witii  gilt  crooks  and  rods ; 
Vast  scarabsi,  globes  by  hands  upheld 
From  chaos  springing,  'mid  an  endless  field 
Of  forms  grotesque— the  sphynx,  the  crocodfle« 
And  other  reptiles  from  the  sume  of  Nile.* 

Similar  monuments  have  been  recently  discovered  in 
Central  America,  which  Stephens  thus  describes.  They 

stand  in  the  depths  of  a  tropical  forest,  silent  and  so- 
lemn,  strange  in  design,  excellent  in  sculpture,  rich  in 
ornament,  different  from  the  works  of  any  other  people, 
their  uses  and  purposes,  their  whole  history  so  entirely 
unknown,  loith  hieroglyphics  explaining  allf  but  perfectly 
unintelligible.  Often  the  imagination  was  pained  in 
gazing  at  thcfm.  The  tone  which  pervades  the  ruins  is 
that  of  deep  solemnity.  An  imaginative  mind  might  be 
infected  with  superstitious  feelings.  From  constantly 
calling  them  by  that  name  in  our  intercourse  with  the 
Indians,  we  regarded  those  solemn  memorials  as  IdoU; 
deified  kings  and  heroes  ;  objects  of  adoration  and  cere* 
monial  worship.  We  did  not  find  on  either  of  the 
monuments  or  sculptured  fragments  any  delineations  of 
human,  or  in  fact,  any  other  kind  of  sacrifice ;  but  haid 
no  doubt  that  the  large  sculptured  stone  invariably  found 
before  each  idol,  was  employed  as  a  saorificisl  altar. 


»  £«ek.  viii.,  10.         *  HaU's  Life  of  Salt,  tqL  iLt  p«  416. 
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The  form  of  scalptore  most,  frequently  met  with  was  a 
death's  head ;  sometimes  the  principal  ornament,  and 
sometimes  only  ac<^e8sor7 ;  whole  rows  of  them  on  the 
oater  wall,  adding  gloom  to  the  mystery  of  the  place, 
keeping  before  the  eyes  of  the  living,,  death  and  the 
grave ;  and  presentii^  the  idea  of  a  holy  city — ^the 
Mecca  or  Jerusalem  of  an  unknown  people."^ 

And  a  most  curious  circumstance  respectipg  these 
ancient  monuments  of  a  nation  whose  very  existence 
is  unrecorded,  is  worthy  of  notice  here.  The  workmen 
in  their  construction,  used  certain  masop-marks  to 
indicate  their  own  productions.  Thus  Stephens  tells  us 
that  <^  on  the  walls  of  these  desolate  edifices  were  prints 
of  the  mano  Colorado^  or  red  hand.  Often  as  I  saw  this 
print,  it  never  failed  to  interest  me.  It  was  the  stamp 
of  the  living  hand ;  and  always  brought  me  nearer  to  the 
builders  of  these  cities.  The  Indians  said  it  was  the 
hand  of  the  Master  of  the  Building."^ 

In  a  mason's  lodge,  however,  every  thing  which  the 
candidate  sees  before  his  eyes,  possesses  a  symbolical 
meaning  to  recommend  the  practice  of  virtue  in  order 
to  produce  the  glory  of  God,  {>eac)3  on  earth,  and  good 
win  towards  tnen ;  a  result  which  is  considered  accepta- 
ble to  T  0  A  0  T  U,  because  it  cannot  fail  to  prove  a 
source  of  happiness  to  his  creatures,  and  leaa  to  an 
abundant  reward  in  the  mansions,  of  the  blessed. 

The  explanations  of  one  series  of  these  masonic  sym- 
bols will  be  amply  sufficient  to  illustrate  my  propositioni 
that  the  poetry  of  Freeniasonry  should  be  understood  and 
felt  before  the  science  can  be  estimated  according  to  its 
real  value;  for  symbolism  constitutes  not  only  the 
materials,  but  the  very  essence  of  poetry.  The  early 
Christians  had  a  symbol  for  every  tninff ;  nor  did  they 
hesitate  to  borrow  these  expressive  tokens  from  the. 
heathen,  if  they  promised  to  advance  the  interests  of 
their  own  system  of  religion.  As  Lord  Lindsay  observes 
respecting  the  adoption  of  pagan  rites  and  ceremonies 
into  Christianity,  our  ancestors  touched  nothing  that 
l^ey  did  u^t  Christianise ;  they  consecrated  this  visible 
world  into  a  temple  of  God,  of  which  the  heavens  were 
tibfi  domet  wf^  mountains  the  altars,  the  forests  the  pil- 


«  Ynoaten,  toL  L,  p.  158.  *  Ibid.  vol.  iL,  p.  46. 
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lared  aiedes,  the  breath  of  spring  tiiie  incense,  and  the 
mnning  streams  the  music, — ^while  in  every  tree  they 
sheltered  under,  in  every  flower  they  looked  down  upon 
and  loved,  they  recognized  a  virtue  or  a  spell,  a  token  of 
Christ's  love  to  man,  or  a  memorial  of  his  martyr's  suffer- 
ings. God  was  emphatically  in  all  their  thoughts,  and 
from  such,  whatever  might  be  their  errors,  God  could 
not  be  far  distant.  It  would  be  well  for  us  could  we 
retain  that  early  freshness  iii  association  with  a  purer 
and  more  chastened  creed."^ 

The  symbols  of  masonry  possess  the  quality,  above 
those  of  any  other  society,  of  exalting,  by  the  sublimity 
of  their  nature,  and  the  aptitude  of  their  application,  the 
chalracter  of  the  Order  to  its  highest  point  of  beauty  and 
usefulness.  In  a  word.  Freemasonry  differs  essentially 
from  all  other  human  societies,  in  its  moral  organization 
and  benevolent  character.  This  difference,  as  is  well 
expressed  by  our  transatlantic  brother,  the  Rev.  Salem 
Town,  in  his  first  Prize  Address,  is  clearly  marked,  and 
may  be  distinctly  perceived  to  lie,  primarily$  in  the 
simplicity  and  obvious  purity  of  its  first  principles,  and 
subordinately,  in  their  natural  and  perfect  adaptedness 
to  the  end  in  view.  A  defect  in  either  case  would  mar 
the  whole,  endanger  the  unity,  and  defeat  the  design. 
Sound  principles,  injudiciously  or  wrongfully  applied, 
may  utterly  Ml  to  accomplish  a  desirable  and  proper 
object,  simply  for  the  want  of  adaptedness  in  the  means, 
to  secure  the  end.  Freemasonry  is  a  well  adjusted  course 
of  means,  most  wisely  carried  out  by  its  members,  in  the 
accomplishment  of  specific  acts  of  a  benevolent  nature. 

The  symbols  which  I  have  selected  for  my  present 
purpose,  are  the  Point  within  a  Circle  flanked  by  two 
perpendicular  parallel  lines,  supporting  the  Holy  Bible, 
on  which  rests  the  foot  of  a  Ladder,  containing  staves  or 
rounds  inmmierable ;  and  three  gates,  with  the  figures 
of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  at  equal  distances  from 
each  other  on  the  ascent.  Its  summit  penetrates  the 
highest  heavens,  symbolized  by  a  semicircle  or  Bainbow 
e^ed  with  the  three  prismatic  colours ;  surmounted  by 
the  vesica  piscis,  and  divine  triangle  containing  the 
Sacred  Name ;  while  the  host  of  heaven  are  represented 
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as  singing  Glory  to  God  ia  fhe  highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  good  will  towards  men."  In  the  firmament  is 
seen  a  Blazing  Star,  and  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  seven 
Planets  of  the  aneient  world. 

This  combination  of  symbols  embraces  the  general 
plan  and  design  of  the  masonic  Order;  which  is,  to  teach 
the  brethren  so  to  use  things  temporsd  that  they  finally 
lose  not  the  things  that  are  eternal ;  or  in  other  words, 
to  instruct  them  how  they  may  conduct  themselves  in 
their  passage  through  this  short  and  transitory  life  so  as 
to  entertain  a  just  and  reasonable  hope  at  its  conclusion, 
of  receiving  the  joyful  sentence  of  approval  from  the  lips 
of  a  ju|t  but  lenient  Judge,  Come  ye  blessed  of  my 
Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world." 

To  explain  this  glorious  Symbol  seriatim,  we  will  first 
consider  the  situation  where  it  is  placed.  Our  ancient 
brethren,  who  reduced  the  Scattered  elements  of  Free- 
masonry into  order  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century, 
considered  the  lodge  to  be  situated  in  the  valley  of 
Jehoshaphat ;  and  that  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  it 
might  be  opened,  it  was  still  esteemed,  in  a  figure,  to 
occupy  that  celebrated  locality.  Thus  it  was  pronounced 
in  the  earliest  known  lectures,  that  the  lodge  stands 
upon  holy  ground,  or  the  highest  hill  or  lowest  vale,  or 
in  the  Vale  of  Jehoshaphat.^^  Thiscelebrated  valley  derived 
its  name  from  Jehovah  and  Shaphax,  which  mean  Chriit 
and  to  judge;  and  as  the  prophet  Joel  had  predicted 
that  the  Lord  would  gather  together  all  nations,  and 
bring  them  down  into  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  it  was 
believed  by  the  Jews,  (and  the  Christians  subsequently 
adopted  the  same  opinion,)  that  in  this  place  the  trans- 
actions of  the  great  day  of  Judgment  would  be  enacted* 

Thus  irt  the  ninth  century,  Bernard  the  Wise,  a  Chris- 
tian pilgrim,  in  his  Travels  in  the  Holy  Land,  says,  in 
the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat  there  is  a  Church  of  St.  Leon, 
in  which  it  is  said  that  our  Lord  will  come  to  the  last 
judgment."  Sir  John  Maundeville,  speaking  of  the 
transfiguration  on  Mount  Tabor,  gives  the  tradition  of 
his  time  (a.d.  1322)  as  follows :  "  On  that  hill  (Mount 
Tabor)  and  in  that  same  place,  at  doomsday,  four  angels 
shall  blow  with  four  trumpets,  and  raise  all  men,  uiat 
l^ave  suffered  death  since  the  world  was  created,  to  Ufe; 
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'  and  they  shall  come  in  body  and  soul  ui  indgment,  before 
the  face  of  our  Lord,  in  the  valley  of  Jeboshaphat.  And 
it  shall  be  on  Easter  day,  the  time  of  our  Lord's  resuP 
rection ;  and  the  judgment  shall  begin  on  the  same  hour 
that  our  Lord  descended  to  hell  and  despoiled  it ;  for  at 
that  hour  shall  he  despoil  the  world,  and  lead  his  chosen 
to  bliss."^  The  Mahometans  entertained  a  similar  belief. 
Upon  the  edge  of  the  hill,"  says  Maundrell,    on  the 

^  His  desoripidon  of  tkis  yallej  is  veiy  ourious  and  interesting* 
In  the  middle  of  the  Valley  is^  a  little  river,  which  is  called  the 
brook  Cedron ;  and  across  it  hes  a  tree,  of  which  the  Cross  of  Christ 
was  made,  on  which  men  passed  over ;  and  fast  by  it  is  a  little  pit  in 
the  earth,  where  the  foot  of  the  pillar  still  remains  at  which  our  Lord 
was  first  soonrged ;  for  he  was  scourged  and  shamefully  treated  in 
many  places.  Also  in  the  middle  of  the  yaUey  of  Jehoshaphat  is  the 
church  of  our  Lady,  which  is  forty-three  steps  below  tlie  sepulchre 
of  our  Lady,  who  was  seventy-two  years  of  age  when  she  died. 
Beside  this  sepulchre  is  an  altar  where  our  Lom  forgave  St.  Peter 
all  his  sins.  From  thence,  toward  the  west,  under  an  altar,  is  a  well 
which  cones  out  of  the  river  of  Paradise.  You  must  know  that  liiat 
church  is  very  low  in  the  earth,  and  a  part  is  quite  within  the  earth. 
Bat  I  imagine  that  it  was  not  founded  so ;  but  since  Jerusalem  has 
often  been  destroyed,  and  the  wall  beaten  down  and  tumbled  into  the 
valley,  and  that  they  had  been  so  filled  a^n,  and  the  around  raised^ 
for  that  reason  the  church  is  so  low  withm  the  earth.  Nevertheless, 
men  say  there  commonly,  that  the  earth  hath  so  been  cloven  since 
the  time  that  our  Lady  was  buried  there ;  and  men  also  say  there, 
that  it  grows  and  increases  every  day,  without  doubt.  Beside  that 
church  is  a  chApel,  beside  the  rock  ciidled  Grethsemane,  whctre  our 
Lord  was  kissed  by  Judas,  and  where  he  was  taken  by  the  Jews ; 
and  there  our  Lord  left  his  disciples  when  he  went  to  pray  before  his 
passion,  when  he  prayed  and  said,  0,  my  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let 
this  cup  pass  from  me.  And  when  he  came  again  to  his  disciples,  he 
found  uem  sleeping.  And  in  that  rock  within  the  chapel  we  still  see 
the  marks  of  the  fingers  of  our  Lord's  hand,  when  he  put  them  on  the 
rock  when  the  Jews  would  have  taken  him.  And  a  stone's  cast  from 
thence,  to  the  south,  is  another  chapel,  where  our  Lord  sweat  drops 
of  blood,  and  close  to  it  is  the  tomb  of  King  Jehoshaphat,  from  whom 
the  valley  takes  its  name.  This  Jehoshaphat  was  king  of  tiiat  country<, 
and  was  converted  by  a  hermit,  who  was  a  worthy  man  and  did  much 
good.  A  bow  shot  from  thence  to  the  south,  is  the  church  where  St. 
James  and  Zachariah  the  prophet  were  buried.  Above  the  vale  is 
Mount  Olivet,  so  called  for  the  abundance  of  olives  that  grow  there. 
That  jnount  is  higher  than  the  city  of  Jerusalem ;  and  therefore  feoai 
that  mount  we  may  see  many  streets  of  the  city.  Between  that 
mount  and  the  city  is  only  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  which  is  not 
wide.  From  that  mount  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ascended  to  heaven 
on  ascension-day,  and  yet  there  i^pears  the  imprint  of  his  left  foot 
kk  the  stone.  Below  is  the  stone  on  which  onr  Lord  often  sai  whoa 
he  preached ;  and  upon  that  same  shall  he  sit  at  the  day  of  doom." , 
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opposite  side  of  the  valley  of  Jehoshapkat,  there  rtini 
along,  in  a  direct  line,  the  wall  of  the  cify,  near  the 
corner  of  which  there  is  a  short  end  of  a  pillar  jutting 
out  of  the  wall.  Upon  this  pillar,  the  Turks  have  a 
tradition  that  Mohammed  shall  sit  in  judgment  at  the 
last  day;  and  that  all  the  world  shall  be  gathered 
together  in  the  valley  below,  to  receive  their  doom  from 
his  mouth." 

In  this  place,  therefore,  the  people  beheld  in  imagina- 
tion ihe  Throne  of  Glory  amidst  clouds  and  darkness, 
surrounded  by  angels  and  archangels  and  the  host  of 
heaven.  Here  they  hearil  the  trumpet  sound  piercing 
the  depths  of  the  earth  and  sea,  and  calling  up  the  dead 
from  the  most  hidden  recesses  of  both,  to  be  rewarded  or 
punished  according  to  their  works.  And  hence  the 
valley  became  the  burial  place  of  those  favoured  few 
who  could  procure  the  great  privilege  of  interment  in 
such  a  sacred  spot. 

The  valley  is  now  for  the  most  part  a  rocky  flftt,  wi€h 
a  few  patches  of  earth  here  and  there.  The  western 
side  is  formed  by  the  high  chalk  cliiF  supporting  the 
city  wall,  and  the  opposite  side  by  the  declivities  of  the 
Mounts  of  Olives  and  Offence.  It  was  evidently  a  bury- 
ing place  of  the  ancient  Jews  from  the  number  of  old 
sepulchral  remains  and  excavations  vt^ich  it  ofllers,  and 
which  the  Jews  have  neither  the  means  iior  power  to 
execute  since  their  own  desolation.  That  it  was  the 
cemetery  of  their  fathers,  and  that  they  here  expect  the 
final  judgment  to  take  place,  is  a  sufficient  inducement 
to  desire  to  lay  their  bones  in  this  valley.  For  this 
reason  many  of  the  more  devout  Hebrews  resort  to 
Jerusalem  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  die  there»  and 
to  be  buried  in  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat.  For  the  privi- 
lege of  interment  in  this  venerated  spot,  immense  prices 
are  often  paid  to  the  exacting  Turks,  and  not  seldom  a 
grave  is  stolen  in  the  solitude  and  darkness  of  the  night. 
The  modem  Jews  content  themselves  for  the  most  part 
\Hth  placing  Hebrew  inscriptions  on  small  upright  slabs 
of  marble,  or  of  common  lime  stone,  raised  after  the 
manner  genefally  used  in  the  East.  Many  of  these  are 
broken  and  dilapidated ;  and  altogether  the  scene  offers 
a  most  desolate  and  melancholy  appearance.  And  from 
the  solitude  of  these  hills,  where  no  living  creature  is 
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seen ;  from  the  ruinous  state  of  the  tombs,  some  broken, 
some  overthrown,  and  others  half  open,  one  might  ima- 
gine that  the  trumpet  of  iudgment  had  already  sounded, 
and  that  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat  was  about  to  render 
up  its  dead.^ 

On  this  consecrated  ground  our  ancient  brethren  placed 
their  lodge,  as  a  sacred  basement  for  the  foot  of  the 
ladder,  passing  over  a  series  of  holy  symbols,  and  reach- 


oi'  man  by  a  cloudy  canopy,  but  visible  to  the  eye  of  faith 
as  the  consecrated  dwelling  of  the  Most  High,  seated  on 
a  throne  of  Light,  and  shining,  ^*  like  jasper  and  a  sar- 
dine stone;  surrounded  with  a  Rainbow  like  unto  an 
emerald,  and  holding  in  his  right  hand  the  Great  B#ok 
with  seven  Seals,  which  no  man  is  worthy  to  open  but 
the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah."^ 

In  the  lowest  abyss  of  the  valley,  reminding  us  of  the 
cavern  in  which  John  the  Baptist  dwelt  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Judea;  and  the  grotto  of  the  Evangelist  in  the 
island  of  Patmos,  where  he  was  favoured  with  visions 
and  revelations  of  the  most  sacred  character,  we  find  the 
basis  of  our  symbol ;  an  altar  inscribed  with  the  circle 
and  parallel  lines,  as  a  support  to  the  great  lights  of 
masonry  and  the  theological  Ladder;  concerning  which 
there  have  been,  at  various  periods,  several  difierenc 
opinions  amongst  the  fraternity.  This  mysterious  circle 
was  not  introduced  into  masonry,  as  a  compound  symbol 
in  its  present  form,  till  about  the  middle  of  the  last 
century.  The  occasion  and  time  of  its  introduction  are 
equally  uncertain,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was 
iirst  inserted  by  Bro.  Dunckerley,  as  a  finish  to  the 
symbolism  of  the  masonic  ladder,  and  to  form  an  appro- 
priate altar  for  the  Holy  Bible,  Compasses,  and  Square. 
Martin  Clare's  Lectures  had  the  ciiole  and  point,  but  not 
the  perpendicular  parallel  lines,  which  were  a  subsequent 
addition. 

The  Emblem  is  now  sufficiently  expressive  to  demand 
our  utmost  attention ;  and  I  have  bestowed  considerable 
pains  in  collecting  the  several  interpretations  which  the 
varyii^  fancies  of  ingenious  brethren  have  at  different 

*  Pict  BibL,  Joel  iii.,  2.  Chateaub.,  voL  ii.,  p*  39.  Clarke,  you  iL, 
c.  7.   Buokingham,  vol.  i.,  p.  293.   Biohardaon,  ^nL  iLy  p.  dS3. 
•Rev.  iv.,  2,3;  t.,  1-6. 
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periods  attached  to  it;  and  a  chronological  arrangement 
will  constitate  the  most  intelligible  and  perspicuous 
mode  of  arriving  at  the  true  meaning  of  the  symbol. 

1.  Its  earliest  reference  goes  as  far  back  as  the  for- 
mation of  the  universe.  The  circle  was  supposed  to 
represent  the  Deity  difiused  through  all  space,  and  the 
parallel  lines,  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  because  Moses, 
m  recording  the  circumstance,  commences  his  book  with 
the  words,  In  the  beginning  Q-od  created  the  heavem 
and  the  earthJ^  The  cabalistic  Jews  entertained  some 
curious  fancies  about  this  emblem,  although  instead  of 
two  perpendicular  parallel  lines,  they  used  semicircles; 
but  the  reference  was  precisely  the  same.  They  held 
that  the  circle  of  every  thing  commences  and  terminates 
with  G-od;  the  Almighty  Creator  being  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  circle,  the  smallest  atom  within  each  of 
the  semicircles  proceeding  from  hiip.  In  the  first  instance 
it  descends  to  the  angelic,  then  by  ordained  degrees  to 
the  ethereal,  from  that  to  the  lunar  sphere,  and  then  to 
our  globe,  which  is  first  matter ;  this  terminates  tfw  semir 
circle  the  farthest  removed  from  the  perfection  of  the 
Creator;  then  commences  the  other  semicircle^  which  as- 
cends to  the  elements;  from  them  to  mis1»,  then  to 
plants;  firom  them  to  irrational  beings,  and  lastly  to 
man;  ascending  from  a  lesser  to  a  greater  intelligence^ 
stopping  the  intellectual  faculty  of  the  superior  intelli* 
gence  of  a  divine  origin,  which  is  the  ultimate  connection 
between  them,  not  alone  from  the  ^^lic  nature,  but 
tiirough  it  with  the  Supreme  Divinity  itself ;  tiie  circle 
being  thereby  completed  and  graduated  by  all  beings ; 
that  is,  beginning  with  the  heavens  or  celestial  and  supe- 
rior, from  major  to  minor;  and  Idien  from  minor  to 
major,  commencing  with  the  earth  or  first  matter,  so 
that  the  circle  which  conmiences  with  God,  and  termi- 
nates with  him,  is  completed.^'^ 

2.  Others  fancied  that  the  circle  and  parallel  lines 
referred  to  the  earth  under  the  influence  of  night  and 
4ay;  and  that  the  point  represented  the  internal  fire 
which  the  Pythagoreans  believed  to  exist  in  the  centre 
of  the  earth.  Aiid  it  might  also  have  a  reference  to 
what  the  Rabbins  say  respecting  the  creation,  that  three 
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thuigB  were  created  an  the  first  day,  heavens,  earth,  And 
light;  meaning  by  the  heavens,  the  celestial  empire;  by 
the  earth,  chaos  or  first  matter;  and  by  light,  tne  sove- 
reign divine  mind;  the  latter,  under  this  view  of  the 
ease,  representing  the  centre. 

Monttaucon^^  gives  a  symbol  of  the  circle  or  globe 
divided  sectionally  to  show  its  four  concentric  circles, 
attached  to  a  figure  of  Isis;  which  he  explains  thus. 

The  first  and  largest  circle  is  white,  the  second  is  blue, 
the  third  dark  ash  colour,  the  fourth  red.   This  seems  to 


ash  colour  Earth,  the  blue  Water,  and  the  white  Air. 
The  Fire  is  in  the  centre,  because  it  gives  heat  and  life 
to  all  things.  Here  again  the  fire  is  considered  the  msnr 
tral  point;  and  the  circle  is  flanked  on  each  side  by  two 
Tables  placed  perpendicularly,  containing  figures  of 
Osiris  (uid  Anubis.  Isis  or  the  circle  representing  Uni- 
versal nature,  and  the  two  parallel  lines  Eternity,  and 
the  Lord  of  Heaven.  The  above  instances  will  show  the 
antiquity  of  the  symbol  amount  both  Jews  and  Gentiles. 

These  opinions  probably  onginated  in  the  account  of 
the  creation,  where  Moses  says,  ^*and  God  saw  the  light, 
that  it  was  good ;  and  God  divided  the  light  from  the 
darkness"  Many  of  the  Jewish  Rabbins  were  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  by  the  darkness  in  this  passage  was 
meant  the  element  of  fire.  They  say  that  God  having 
made  it  descend  to  that  of  air,  it  ignited  and  formed 
light.  This  illuminated  one  semicircle  of  the  heavens, 
the  other  half  being  in  darkness;  but  the  li^ht,  fi[>llowing 
the  rotatory  motion  of  the  primnm  mobile,  revolving 
from  west  to  east,  it  formednight;  and  then  turning  from 
east  to  west  from  whence  it  came,  it  formed  day.  But 
this  light  being  too  indistinct,  for  the  necessary  purposes 
of  life,  a  nK>re  powerful  agent  was  provided  on  the  fourth 
day  by  the  creation  of  the  Sun. 

Under  this  interpretation  the  circle  represented  the 
Earth,  and  the  parallel  lines  the  Sun  and  Moon;  the 
•  former  being  created  to  rule  and  govern  the  day^  and  the 
latter  to  rule  and  govern  the  nighty  as  is  testified  by  Mo- 
ses" and  David  ;^^  for,  as  the  sun  is  said  to  rule  the  day, 
because  he  only  then  appears  in  the  firmament,  so  the 


The  red  signifies  Fire,  the  dark 


"  Supplement,  p.  205.      ^  Gen.  i.,  16.      "  Ps.  oxxxri.,  8, 9. 
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moon  and  stars  have  a  delegated  govenimrat  in  the 
night,  because  they  then  appear  witii  splendour,  and  give 
a  dupply  of  light  which  me  sun  does  not  then  immedi- 


3.  The  next  interpretation  of  the  symbol  refers  to  the 
creation  of  man.  The  garden  of  Eden  contained  the  pri- 
mary emanation  of  the  Deity--^the  spirit  that  produced 
thought,  reason,  and  understanding  in  the  first  created 
pair-^nd  it  was  of  a  circular  form.  In  the  centre  of 
this  circle  God  placed  a  certain  tree,  which  was  the  sub*- 
ject  of  the  original  covenant  with  his  creatures ;  and  a 
symbol  of  the  life  which  had  just  been  bestowed  upon 
our  great  progenitors ;  and  also  of  a  future  and  still  more 
happy  life,  which  the  circle,  without  beginning  or  end» 
denoted  would  be  eternal ;  while  the  tree  of  knowledge 
of  good  and  evil  was  made  the  test  of  their  obedience. 
Adam  and  £ve  were  the  two  perpendicular  parallel  lines; 
being  placed  in  the  garden  in  a  state  of  tnal,  as  the  ob- 
jects of  Qod^B  justice  and  mercy;  and  when,  by  transgress 
sion;  the  guilty  pair  fell  from  their  high  estate,  by  eating 
the  forbidden  iruit,  justice  demanded  the  threatened 
penalty  of  death,  but  mercy  interposed,  and  they  were 
banished  from  that  happy  region  mto  a  world  of  care, 
and  pain,  and  sickness;  deprived  of  immortality  and 
happiness;  with  their  eyes  opened  to  distinguish  be- 
tween good  and  evil,  and  to  understand  the  severity  of 
their  lot.  And  it  was  lest  they  should  violate  the  central 
point  by  eating  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  thus  exist  forever 
m  misery,  that  they  were  expelled  from  the  divine  circle 
of  purity,  to  earn  their  bread  by  daily  toil  and  labour. 
This  opinion  was  entertained  by  some  of  our  brethren 
towards  the  close  of  the  last  century;  and  they  consider- 
ed the  circular  garden  of  Eden  under  the  superintendence 
of  our  first  parents,  as  a  symbol  of  the  Universe,  which 
is  also  a  circle  or  sphere,  under  the  guardianship  of  the 
justice  and  mercy  of  God ;  and  the  diagram  was  the 
circle  flanked  by  two  lines  perpendicular  and  paralleL 

4.  The  emblem  has  also  been  referred  to  the  Cherubic 
form  which  was  placed  at  the  gate  of  Paradise  to  prevent 
the  return  of  our  first  parents  to  that  region  of  never- 
ending  happiness  and  delight,  after  their  fedl  from  purity 
and  rectitude,  in  the  attempt  to  acquire  forbidden  know- 
ledge.  The    fire  unfolding  itself,"  or  globe  of  fire,  as 
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described  b^  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  represented  the  Deity, 
and  the  living  creatures  on  one  8ide,'and  wheels  on  the 
other,  denoted  his  ^^cncer  and  goodness.'^  This  was  the 
interpretation  of  Archbishop  Newcomet  who  wrote  about 
the  tune  when  this  symbol  was  first  introduced  into  ma- 
sonry. Ij^  his  notes  on  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  he  gives  an 
exemplification  of  our  perpendicular  parallel  lines*  In 
that  prophet's  description  of  the  Cherubim,  the  follow- 
ing passage  occurs  t  "They  turned  not  when  they  went, 
they  went  every  one  straight  forward  5"  on  which  the 
learned  prelate  thus  remarks :  "  The  wheels  and  horses 
of  chariots  bend  and  make  a  circuit  in  tuminff ;  but  this 
divine  machine,  animated  by  one  spirit,  moved  uniformly 
together;  the  same  line  being  always  preserved  between 
the  corresponding  cherubs  and  wheels,  the  sides  of  the  rectr 
angle  limiting  the  whole^  being  always  paralleli  and  the 
same  faces  ot  each  cherub  always  looking  onward  in  the 
same  direction  with  the  face  of  the  charioteer*  This 
proceeding  directly  on,  in  the  same  undeviating,  inflexi* 
Die  position,  seems  to  show  their  steadiness  in  perform- 
ing the  divine  will,  which  advances  to  its  deifttined  goal 
right  onwards/'  And  again,  "TAe  axis  qfthe  former  tvheeh 
i$  always  parallel  to  that  of  the  laUer.  The  wheels  are  sup- 
posed to  express  the  revolutions  of  God's  providence, 
which  are  regular,  though  they  appear  intricate." 

5.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  and  may  serve  as  a  practica) 
illustration  of  our  subject,  that  when  the  first  races  of 
men  after  the  deluge  became  so  numerous  as  to  crowc 
the  spot  where  they  had  settled  with  a  redundant  popu- 
lation, and  they  began  to  be  afraid  that  it  would  be 
necessary  for  a  great  portion  of  them  to  disperse,  and 
find  out  new  colonies  for  the  subsistence  of  their  tribes, 
they  adopted  the  singular  expedient  of  building  a  gigan- 
tic obelisK,  or  tower,  as  a  common  centre  to  the  circle 
which  their  migrations  to  the  north,  south,  east,  and 
west,  might  form ;  where  they  could  assemble  as  at  a 
point  of  union  on  any  emergency  that  might  occur ;  and 
they  appear  to  have  been  desirous  of  embodying  the 

Srinciple  in  the  peculiar  figure  and  character  of  the  edi- 
ce.   Accordingly,  it  was  constructed  in  the  form  of  the 
frustrum  of  a  cone,  with  a  graduated  ascent;  and  arising 
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ptatform,  like  a  geometrical  staircafle,  wound  round  the 
building,  on  which  not  onlv  men  but  cattle  were  able  to 
travel  to  the  summit*  The  apex  of  the  pyramid,  or 
central  point,  contained  an  apartment  secluded  from 
common  observation^  which  was  denominated  Heaven, 
and  contained,  amongst  other  secret  apparatus,  an  ob- 
servatory for  astronomical  purposes.  And  this  hypothe- 
sis is  corroborated  by  the  original  words  of  Mosea,  whra 
describing  the  Tower  of  Babel,  which  are  not,  as  our 
authorized  translation  specifies,  whose  top  shall  reocA  io 
heaven,"  but  whose  top  shall  be  heaven or,  in  other 
words,  the  place  where  the  autopsia  of  the  initiations 
should  be  consummated. 

Now,  as  this  Tower  contained  seven  stages,  or  apart- 
ments, one  above  another,  it  formed  a  stupendous  illus- 
tration of  the  point  within  a  circle,  combined  with  the 
seveuHstepped  ladder,  as  exemplified  in  the  Spurious 
Freemasonry  of  Persia,^*  and  the  Sephiroth  of  Jews.*" 
The  ascent  was  by  an  inclined  plane,  and  therefore  con* 
tained  staves  or  rounds^  innimierable,"  minute  though 
they  would  be,  with  a  gateway  at  each  stage  to  prevent 
any  unauthorized  intrusion  on  the  regions  above.  Thus 
Verstegan  says,  The  passage  to  mount  vp,  was  very 
wyde  and  grete,  and  went  wynding  about  on  the  out- 
syd ;  the  middle  and  inward  parte  for  the  more  stren^h 
beeing  alle  massie ;  and  by  carte,  camels,  dromedanes, 
horses,  asses,  and  mules,  the  carriages  were  borne  and 
drawn  vp ;  and  by  the  way  were  many  lodginges  and 
hostreries  both  for  man  and  beast."^''  And  Benjamin  of 
Tudela,  who  inspected  the  remains  in  the  twelfth  century, 
describes  it  as  a  spiral  passage,  built  into  the  Tower,  in 
stages  often  yards  each,  leading  up  to  the  summit,  from 
which  we  have  a  prospect  of  twenty  miles — ^the  country 
being  one  wide  plain,  and  quite  level." 

Here,  then,  we  have  an  illustration,  at  a  very  early 
period  of  the  world's  existence,  of  a  great  Circle,  with  a 
central  apartment  which  represented  heaven,  and  a  path- 
way or  Ladder  of  graduatea  steps  or  rounds  leading  to  it, 
which  none  but  the  initiated  were  permitted  to  ascend. 
In  this  apartment,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  initiations, 

^  See  the  Signs  and  Symbols,  N.  Ed.,  p.  106. 
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accmrding  to  the  testimony  of  an  ancient  writer,  preserv- 
ed by  Stobceus,  and  cited  by  Bishop  Warburton,"  "  a 
miraculous  and  divine  light  discloses  itself ;  and  shining 
plains  tad  flowery  meadows  open  on  all  hands  before  the 
enraptured  candidates.  Here  they  are  entertained  with 
hymns  and  dances — ^with  the  sublime  doctrines  of  sacred 
knowledge,  and  with  reverend  and  holy  visions.  And 
now,  having  become  perfectly  initiated,  they  are  free, 
and  no  longer  under  restraints;  but,  Crowned  and  tri- 
umphant, they  walk  up  and  down  the  regions  of  the 
blessed ;  converse  with  pure  and  holy  men,  and  celebrate 
the  sacred  mysteries  at  pleasure." 

6.  There  are  some  who  compare  the  symbol  before  .us 
to  the  golden  candlestick,  flanked  by  two  olive  trees, 
mentioned  by  Zechariah  ;^  the  candidate  representing  the 
circle,  the  oil  the  point,  and  the  irees  the  two  perpen- 
dicular parallel  Hues.  The  former  was  an  emblem  of  the 
Jewish  nation,  governed  by  the  central  oil,  or  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  Qod ;  and  the  olive  trees  were  the  two  anointed 
ones,  viz.,  the  King  and  Priest,  applied  by  the  prophet 
to  Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua,  who  were  raised  up  by  divine 
providence  to  preside  over  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
a&irs  of  the  Jewish  nation  when  the  Second  Temple  was 
building;  and  bearing  an  ultimate  reference  to  the  Lights 
and  ornaments  of  the  Christian  Chuit^h. 

"  Upon  several  occasions,"  says  Bishop  Newton,  "  two 
have  often  been  joined  in  commission,  as  Moses  and 
Aaron  in  Egypt,  Llijah  and  Elisha  in  the  apostacy  of  the 
ten  tribes,  and  Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua  after  the  Baby- 
lonish captivity,  to  whom  these  witnesses  are  particu- 
larly compared.  Our  Saviour  sent  forth  his  disciples  two 
and  two ;  and  it  has  also  been  observed  that  the  princi- 
pal reformers  have  usually  appeared,  as  it  were,  in  pairs ; 
as  the  Waldenses  and  Albigenses,  John  Huss  and  Jerome 
of  Prague,  Luther  and  Calvin,  Cranmer  ainl  Sidley,  and 


dlestick  above  mentioned,  or  divine  circle,  is  an  acknow- 
ledged symbol  of  Christ,  who  supports  the  tn|e  Light, 
or  his  church,  which  is  represented  by  the  central  point. 
The  oil  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  two  anointed  ones,  or 
determinate  witnesses  to  the  truth  and  usefulness,  as 
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well  as  the  universal  application  of  Christianity,  are  gene- 
rally considered  to  be  the  two  St.  Johns. 

7.  Others  there  are  who  apply  the  symbol  to  that 
singular  type  in  the  prophecy  of  Zechariah,  which  was 
intended  to  pourtray  the  establishment  of  the  Gospel  on 
the  ruins  of  the  Law.  The  passage  is  very  remarkable, 
and  I  quote  it  entire.  "I  took  unto  me  two  Staves; 
the  one  I  called  Beauty,  and  the  other  I  called  Bands ; 
and  I  fed  the  flock.  Three  shepherds  also  I  cut  off  in 
one  month ;  and  my  soul  loathed  them,  and  their  soul 
also  abhorred  me.  Then  said  I,  I  will  not  feed  you; 
that  that  dieth,  let  it  die ;  aud  that  that  is  to  be  cut  off, 
let  it  be  cut  off ;  and  let  the  rest  eat  every  one  the  flesh 
of  another.  And  I  tqok  my  staff,  even  Beauty,  and  cut 
it  asunder,  that  I  might  break  my  covenant  which  I  had 
made  with  all  the  people.  And  it  was  broken  in  that 
day ;  and  so  the  poor  of  the  flock  that  waited  upon  me 
knew  that  it  was  the  word  of  the  Liord.  And  I  said 
unto  them,  If  ye  think  good,  give  me  my  phce ;  and  if 
not,  forbear.  So  they  weighed  for  my  price  thirty 
pieces  of  silver.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  me,  Cast  it 
unto  the  potter ;  a  goodly  price  that  I  was  prized  at  of 
them.  And  I  took  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  and  cast 
them  to  the  potter  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Then  I 
cut  asunder  mine  other  staff  even  Bands,  that  I  might 
break  the  brotherhood  between  Judah  and  Israel."^ 

Here  the  circle  represents  the  great  Being  who  dicta- 
ted the  prophecy,  of  which  himself  was  the  subject; 
the  centre  symbolized  the  flock  of  the  slaughter,'^  or 
the  Jewish  nation;  the  parallel  lines,  Beauty  and 
Bands,  or  in  other  words,  Lo/b  and  Unity,  to  signify 
the  brotherhood  between  Judah  and  Israel.  Thus  in  a 
masonic  song  which  was  writted  about  the  period  when 
this  expressive  symbol  was  introduced  into  the  Order, 
wc  find  the  following  characteristic  reference  to  these 
two  parallels  under  the  signification  of  Beauty  and 
Bands. 

Ascending  to  her  native  sky, 
Let  masonry  increase ; 
'  A  fflorious  pillar  raised  on  higb, 

Litegrity  its  base.  . 


«•  Zeoh.  li.  7-14. 
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Peace  adds  to  olive  boogluH  entvin'd* 

An  emblematic  dove. 
As  stamp'd  upon  tiie  mason's  mind 

Are  UNITY  and  Lovje. 

The  staff  was  a  type  of  many  orders  of  men.  As  a 
crook  it  was  the  ensign  of  a  shepherd ;  as  a  crozier» 
which  varies  very  little  from  a  shepherd's  crook,  it 
characterises  a  bishop  or  a  prophet ;  as  a  sceptre  it 
designated  a  king,  icishop  Hall  says,  in  his  explana^ 
tion  of  this  symbol,  "the  one  called  Beauty,  was  the 
staff  of  mercy,  and  gracious  pleasurable  protection ;  the 
other,  called  Bands,  was  the  staff  of  unity  for  conjoin- 
ing the  church,  or  of  just  censure  and  correction  to 
those  who  are  opposed  to  it."  As  if  he  had  said,  since 
they  refused  to  be  united  to  me  in  love,  under  the  t3rpe 
of  the  staff  of  Beauty,  I  will  break  my  other  staff, 
Bands,  to  signify  the  aestruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  the 
dissolution  and  dispersion  of  the  Brotherhood  which 
hitherto  subsisted  between  my  people. 

Some,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  the  whole  trans- 
action was  intended  as  a  representation  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  treachery  of  Judas  Iscariot  to  his 
Master ;  and,  indeed,  the  Jews  themselves  expound  the 
prophecy  as  being  applicable  to  the  Messiahr  The 
application  of  Beauty  and  Bands  to  the  science  of  Free- 
masonry was  in  much  esteem  with  our  brethren  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century ;  but  at  the  reunion, 
being  pronounced  inconsistent  with  the  general  plan  of 
the  Order,  it  was  expunged  ;  and  is  now  nearly  forgot- 
ten, except  by  a  few  old  masons,  who  may,  perhaps, 
recollect  the  illustration  as  an  incidental  subject  of  re- 
mark amongst  the  fraternity  of  that  period. 

8.  Again;  the  two  parallel  lines  were  sometimes 
referred  to  the  two  great  dispensations — ^the  Law  and 
the  Gospel,  thus  omitting  the  patriarchal  system,  which, 
as  they  believed,  was  not  an  actual  religious  dispensa- 
tion, because  it  was  not  formally  delivered  by  the 
Divinity  unto  man ;  and  had  no  written  Law.  If  this 
interpretation  be  true,  the  Parallels  would  be  Moses  and 
Christ ;  a  disposition  which  does  not  correspond  with 
the  true  principles  of  the  Order ;  although  in  some  of 
its  definitions,  the  latter,  as  Jehovah,  has  been  referred 
to  the  point.   If*  the  hypothesis  of  the  Sun  and  Moon 
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be  adopted,  m  hiated  aboTe,  the  Mrallels  would  be 
Moses  and  Joshua ;  for  Onkelos,  ana  some  other  Rab- 
bins are  of  opinion,  that  Moses  imparted  to  Joshna  a 
part  of  that  lustre  which  surrounded  his  countenance 
when  he  descended  from  the  mount,  after  his  conversa- 
tion with  Jehovah.  Thus  they  say,  Moses  shined  like 
the  Sun,  and  Joshua  like  the  Moon. 

Under  this  head  may  be  classed  the  reference  which 
was  sometimes  assigned  to  the  parallel  lines,  of  the 
pillar  of  a  cloud  and  of  fire  which  accompanied  and 
guided  the  course  of  the  Israelites  at  their  Exodus,  from 
Effvptian  bondage ;  and  was  typified  in  the  two  great 
pillars  of  Solomon's  porch,  that  the  people  might  recall 
this  great  event  to  their  remembrance,  whenever  they 
went  in  or  out  of  the  Temple  for  worship ;  and  under- 
stand that  during  the  whole  of  their  wanderings  in  the 
wilderness  they  were  led,  not  so  much  by  Moses  as  by 
the  Hand  of  God,  who  had  adopted  them  as  his  pecu- 
liar people. 

9.  Others  have  sought  a  solution  of  the  enigma  in 
the  science  of  astronomy.  These  affirm  that  the  point 
in  the  centre  represents  the  Supreme  Being ;  the  circle 
indicates  the  annual  circuit  of  the  sun  ;  and  the  parallel 
lines  mark  out  the  solstices,  within  which  that  circuit 
is  limited.  And  they  deduce  from  the  hypothesis  this 
corollary,  that  the  mason,  by  subjecting  himself  to  due 
bounds,  in  imitation  of  that  glorious  luminary,  will  not 
wander  from  the  path  of  duty. 

This  doctrine  will  require  no  refutation  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  do  not  consider  Freemasonry  to  oe^an 
astronomical  figment.  And  it  is  quite  clear  that  when 
this  symbol  was  introduced  into  the  Order,  the  brethren 
never  dreamt  of  interpreting  Freemasonry  by  refer- 
ence to  the  solar  system,  as  is  fully  evinced  by  the  pub- 
lications of  Calcott  and  Hutchinson,  both  of  wnom 
were  living  ornaments  of  the  Craft  at  the  oeriod  alluded 
to.  But  when  an  astronomical  interpretation  is  deter-^ 
mined  on,  whether  of  masonry  or  religion,  every  fact 
and  symbol  is  pressed  into  the  service,  and  made  to 
coincide  with  the  hypothesis^  how  strained  or  far  fetch- 
ed soever  it  may  be.  An  amusing  instance  of  this  is 
given  by  BlackweH,  in  his  edition  of  Mallet's  Northern 
Antiquities,  where  in  a  note  on  the  Scandinavian  triad, 


OJf  GLOBT. 


146 


says  that  its  members  Har,  Jafuhar,  and  Thridi,  are 
the  three  stars  of  Orion's  belt !  He  also  regards  them 
as  symbols  of  the  winter's  solstice,  the  (we  presume 
both  vernal  and  autumnal)  equinox,  and  the  summer 
solstice ;  an  hypothesis  which  shows  that  the  astronomi- 
cal method  of  explaining  ancient  myths  is  as  apt  to 
lead  learned  men  on  a  wild  goose  chase,  as  conjectural 
etymology." 

10.  In  a  system  of  Lectures  used  by  some  of  the 
London  Lodges  immediately  after  the.  Union,  and  com- 
municated to  me  at  the  time  by  an  esteemed  broths,  a 
Barrister,  n«w  alas !  no  more ;  the  centre  and  the  paral- 
lels exhibited  a  singular  specimen  of  pseudo  symbolization 
which  it  is  difficult  to  unravel ;  where  the  former  repre- 
sented the  Deity,  and  the  two  latter  his  Justice  and 
Mercv,  as  already  noticed.  The  passage  was  as  follows  : 
In  all  our  regular  well  formed  lodges,  there  is  a  certain 
point  within  a  circle,  round  which  it  is  said,  genuine 
professors  of  our  science  cannot  err.  This  circle  is 
bounded  on  the  north  and  south  by  two  perpendicular 
parallel  lines.  On  the  upper,  or  eastern  part  of  the  peri- 
phery, rests  the  Holy  Bible,  supporting  Jacob's  Ladder 
extending  to  the  heavens.  The  point  is  emblemal^c  of 
the  omniscient  and  omnipresent  Deity  ;  the  circle  repre- 
sents his  eternity,  and  the  two  perpendicular  parallel 
lines  his  equal  justice  and  mercy.  It  necessarily  follows, 
therefore,  that  in  traversing  a  masonic  lodge,  we  must 
touch  upon  the  volume  of  the  Sacred  Law;  and  whilst 
a  mason  keeps  himself  thus  circumscribed,  remembers 
his  Creator,  does  justice  and  loves  mercy^  he  may  hope 
finally  to  arrive  at  that  immortal  Centre  whence  bIi  good- 
ness emanates. 

11.  The  elucidation  of  this  portion  of  our  symbol 
which  is  most  prevalent  in  our  lodge  practice,  at  the 
present  time,  is  this.  In  all  regularly  constituted  lodges 
there  is  a  point  within  a  circle  round  which  a  mason 
cannot  materially  err.  This  circle  is  bounded  between 
the  north  and  south  by  two  grand  parallel  lines,  the  one 
representing  Moses,  and  the  other  King  Solomon.  On  the 
upper  part  of  this  circle  rests  the  volume  of  the  Sacred 
Law.of  Gh>d,  which  supports  Jocob's  Ladder,  and  its  sum^ 
mit  reaches  to  the  heavens ;  and  were  we  as  adherent  to 
the  doctrines  therein  contained  as  both  those  parallels 
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were,  it  would  not  deceive  ob  nor  should  we  suffer  decep- 
tion. In  going  round  this  circle,  we  must  necessarily 
touch  on  Doth  those  parallel  lines  as  well  as  on  the 
Sacred  Volume ;  and  while  a  mason  keeps  himself  thus 
circumscribed,  he  cannot  seriously  err  from  the  path  of 
duty. 

12,  One  other  interpretation  remains  to  be  noticed. 
The  point  is  supposed  to  symbolize  an  individual  mason 
oircumscribed  by  the  circle  of  virtue ;  while  the  two  per- 
pendicular parallel  lines  by  which  the  circumference  is 
bouiided  ana  supported^  are  the  representatives  of  Faith 
and  iPRACTicB.  This  is  the  definition.  The  point  repre- 
sents an  individual  brother,  and  the  circle  is  the  boundary 
line  of  his  duty  to  God  and  man ;  beyond  which  he  ought 
never  to  suffer  his  passions,  prejudices,  or  interests  to 
betray  him.  The  two  parallel  lines  represent  St.  John 
the  Baptist  and  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  who  were  per- 
fect parallels  in  Christianity  as  well  as  in  masonry ;  and 
upon  the  vertex  rests  the  Holy  Bible,  which  points  out 
the  whole  duty  of  man.  In  a  progress  round  this  circle, 
the  two  lines  and  the  Bible  restrict  us  to  a  certain  path, 
and  if  this  path  be  steadily  persevered  in,  it  will  enable 
us  to  mount  the  ladder,  through  the  gates  of  Faith,  Hope, 
and  Charity ;  and  finally  to  take  our  seat  in  the  blessed 
regions  of  immortality^. 

In  the  lectures  which  are  still  delivered  in  our  old 
provincial  lodges,  the  following  illustration  is  used. 
From  the  building  of  the  first  Temple  at  Jerusalem  to 
the  Babylonish  captivity,  the  lodges  of  Freemasons  were 
dedicated  to  King  Solomon ;  having  from  the  deliverance 
out  of  Egypt  to  the  first  named  period  been  dedicated  to 
Moses.  From  the  building  of  the  second  Temple  to  the 
advent  of  Christ,  they  were  dedicated  to  Zerubbabel ;  and 
from  that  time  to  the  final  destruction  of  the  Temple  by 
Titus,  they  were  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist. 
OwiJ^  to  the  calamities  which  were  occasioned  by  that 
memorable  occurrence,  Freemasonry  declined;  many 
lodges  were  broken  up  and  the  brethren  were  afraid  to 
meet  without  an  acknowledged  head.  At  length  a  secret 
meeting  of  the  Craft  was  holden  in  the  city  of  Benjamin ; 
who  deputed  seven  brethren  to  solicit  St.  John  the 
Evangelist,  who  was  at  that  time  bishop  of  Ephesu!b,  to 
accept  the  office  of  Grand  Master.   He  replied  to  the 
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deputation,  that  having  been  initiated  inV>  masonry  in 
his  youth,  he  would  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  their  request, 
although  now  well  stricken  in  years ;  thus  completing  by 
his  learning  what  St.  John  the  Baptist  had  begun  by  hiis 
zeal ;  and  drawing  what  Freemasons  call  a  line  parallel ; 
ever  since  which,  the  Lodges  in  all  Christian  countries 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  dedicated  to  the  two  St.  Johns. 


nates  with  pleasant  fruits,"  which  have  been  the  produce 
of  different  periods  and  phases  of  the  Order,  are  all  inge- 
nious if  they  be  not  orthodox.  Like  the  fat  kine  of 
Pharoah,  they  equally  display  a  beneficial  nurture,  and 
point  out  its  moral  and  religious  tendency.  Here  is  no 
overstraining  of  facts,  no  unnatural  antagonism,  to  serve 
the  purpose  of  some  wild  or  untenable  theory;  but 
every  interpretation  is  alike  consonant  with  the  deduc- 
tions of  reaaon,  without  being  at  variance  with  revelsr 
tion,  or  contrary  to  the  established  laws  of  Nature.  Each, 
like  the  growth  o(  the  acacia,  has  budded  in  its  spring, 
flourished  its  brief  period  of  summer,  and  shed  its  leaves 
in  autumn,  to  make  room  for  its  successor;  which  has 
pursued  a  parallel  course;  and  the  following  lecture 
will  be  devoted  to  a  consideration  of  which  i^  the  most 
eligible  interpretation  in  consonance  with  the  general 
principles  on  which  Freemasonry  has  been  founded. 


These 
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LECTURE  VI. 


tfMt  Stbitatorq 

TO 


BRO.  THOMAS  CLBABt 

W.  M. 

  J.  C.  SMITH, 

8.  W. 

— *  G«  T.  CASWBU, 

J.  W. 

C.  8*  OLARKB, 

P.  M* 

  JOHH  CKITCHLET, 

TEEA. 

—  O.  PJUCB, 

SBC. 

—  T,  BOLTON, 

S*  D. 

  P.  L.  DAVIS, 

J.  ]>• 

Of  the  St.  Petals  Lodge,  Wdverhampton,  No.  607. 


Mt  Dbar  Bbbthbbn  and  Fribnds 

The  oonsciousness  that  you  still  retain  a  lively  recol- 
lection of  my  presence,  amongst  yon,  when  a  mutual 
interchange  of  anection  and  thought  cemented  an  inter- 
course which  commenced  under  circumstances  of  the 
greatest  personal  interest  to  myself ;  and  was  not  only 
continued  during  the  entire  period  of  my  residence  as  the 
Incumbent  of  the  Collegiate  Church,  ana  the  head  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Establishment  in  the  town,  but  terminated 
in  a  public  and  spontaneous  demonstration  of  the  feel- 
ings mat  you  were  kind  enough  to  entertain  towards  me 
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during  a  series  of  trying  events,  cannot  fail  to  excite  in 
my  bosom  sensations  of  the  most  pleasurable  nature^ 
accompanied  by  a  lively  gratitude  for  the  continuance  of 
that  friendship  which  sustained  no  diminution  amidst 
the  hostile  denunciations  of  a  clique  of  interested  indi- 
viduals who  were  leagued  in  an  unnatural  coalition  to 
ruin  my  peace  of  mina  at  the  least,  if  they  should  fail  to 
accomplish  a  more  destructive  purpose, 

Dunng  the  arduous  conflict,  your  sympathy  consoled 
me, — ^your  friendship  animatea  me, — and  ultimately, 
your  assistance  procured  for  me  a  complete  and  unques- 
tioned triumph.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  having  this 
public  opportunity  of  assuring  you,  that  I  entertain  no 
unkindly  feelings  against  those  whose  hostility  was  most 
bitter.  Freemasonry  haa  tauffht  me  a  different  lesson ; 
and  I  sincerely  tender  my  unsolicited  forgiveness  to  them, 
in  Christian  charity,  with  the  same  cordiality  as  I  hope 
myself  to  be  forgiven  at  the  bar  of  judgment.  The  sole 
aim  of  my  life  has  been  to  benefit  my  fellow  creatures ; 
and  my  principles  are  well  embodied  in  the  following 
lecture  whidi  I  have  the  honour  to  dedicate  to  you. 

If  the  two  parallel  lines  by  which  the  circle  and  point 
are  flanked  and  supported,  have,  as  I  believe,  a  reference 
to  faith  and  practice,  they  include  forgiveness  of  injuries ; 
and  I  trufirt;  that  my  practice  will  always  verily  this 
valuable  principle  of*^ masonic  teaching ;  that  when  1  meet 
my  persecutors  at  the  last  ^reat  tribunal,  I  may  salute 
them  as  friends  with  the  gnp  of  a  Master  Mason;  and, 
by  the  five  points  of  fellowship,  unite  with  them  in  an 
indissoluble  chain  of  sincere  affection,  which  may  con- 
tinue unbroken  throughout  all  eternity. 

Believe  me  to  be. 

Worshipful  Sir, 
And  esteemed  Brethren, 
Your  faithful  friend  and  Brother, 
GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Honorary  Member  of  St.  Peter's  Lodgt. 

S00PWU3K  YlCA&AGB, 

Navmbar  1,  1849. 
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Enquiry  into  the  true  meaning  of  the  Circle  and  Parallel 

Lines^ 

'«In  legurd  to  the  dootrine  of  our  8aviour,  and  the  Chzistiaa  reve- 
latioiit  it  proceeded  from  the  East.  The  Star  which  proclaimed  the 
birth  of  the  Son  of  God,  appeared  in  i^e  East  The  East  was  an 
expression  used  bytiie  prophets  to  denote  the  Redeemer.  From 
thence  it  may  well  be  conceived  that  we  shonld  piofess  our  pn^yers  to 
be  firom  thence ;  if  we  profess,  hj  being  masons  that  we  are  a  sodetj 
of  the  serrants  of  that  Diyinity;  whose  abode  u  in  the  centre  of  the 
hearens.'* 


To  Thee,  whose  temple  is  all  space. 
Whose  altar,  earth,  sea,  skies! 

One  chorus  let  all  being  raise  I 
All  Nature's  incense  rise ! 

POPK 


So  MANY  reflectioDB  arise  in  the  mind  on  a  full  consid-* 
eration  of  this  comprehensive  symbol;  like  a  majestic 
river  augmented  by  the  rich  contributions  of  its  tributary 
streams;  and  so  various  are  the  opinions  which  successive 
races  of  masons  have  entertained  respecting  its  real 
interpretation,  that  we  find  it  impossible  to  dismiss  the 
subject  without  some  brief  statement  of  our  own  views 
on  those  particular  points  which  have  hitherto  divided 
the  firaternity.    We  need  be  under  no  surprise  that 


passing  through  different  hands,  because  every  one  knows 
that  in  the  most  common  transactions  of  life,  accounts 
related  by  several  eye-witnesses,  however  they  may 
assimilate  in  facts,  differ  considerably  in  the  details. 

This  is  not  a  novel  observation,  for  it  is  mentioned  by 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  and  many  others,  as  constituting  one 
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of  the  greatest  obstructionfi  in  the  connpilation  of  history. 
Different  authorities  produce  su<^h  adverse  accounts  of 
the  sel&ame  fact,  that  confidence  is  shaken,  and  it  be- 
comes difficult,  if  not  absolutely  impossible,  to  distinguish 
between  truth  and  falsehood.  Such  being  the  obstacles 
which  are  always  found  to  embarrass  a  narrator  of  his- 
torical truth,  we  no  longer  wonder  that  there  should  be 
diverse  opinions  on  subjects  merely  speculative,  which 
are  not  based  on  any  inmsputable  authority. 

Such  is  the  position  of  the  symbol  before  us.  It  has 
been  interpreted  differently  at  difierent  periods,  and 
successive  Qrand  Lodges  have  sanctioned  each  new 
hypothesis  as  it  arose ;  although  in  some  cases  the  expla- 
nation appears  to  have  been  at  variance  with  analogy 
and  the  general  principles  of  the  Order.  The  theory,  for 
instance,  which  places  the  Deity  in  the  centre  of  the 
circle,  is  opposed  by  his  own  assertion  when  He  says, 
*'Do  I  not  ml  heaven  and  earth,  saith  the  Lord."^  The 

Eoint  is  evidently  a  misappropriation  of  the  Creator;  and 
e  was  more  correctly  represented  in  the  ancient  hiero- 
glyphics by  the  mtire  cirde.  The  cabalistic  Jews^  indeed, 
used  a  symbol  resembling  the  circle  and  point,  by  describ- 
ing a  circle  round  the  letter  Jod ;  but  it  was  the  letter^ 
and  not  the  situation  where  it  was  placed,  viz.,  in  the 
centre,  which  they  interpreted  as  an  emblem  of  the 
Deity ;  which  might  probably  be  the  reason  why  Hutch- 
inson, in  our  motto,  confines  him  to  the  centre  of 
heaven,  when  our  Scriptures  represent  him  as  being 
peculiarly  present,  not  in  the  centre,  but  in  the  higkesi 
heaven. 

This  is  further  evidenced  by  the  fact,  that  they  used 
an  equilateral  trianffle  for  the  same  purpose  more  fre- 
quently than  a  circle.    It  was  the  Letter  that  formed 

tiie  idea  of  God and  they  pronounced  upon  it  this 
glowing  enconium,  It  is  a  ray  of  /Light  which  darts 
a  lustre  too  transcei^ent  for  the  contemplation  of  mortal 
eye ;  and  though  the  thoughts  of  man  may  pervade,  the 
universe,  they  cannot  reach  the  efiulgent  fight  which 
streams  from  the  letter  Jod." 

The  centre  is  a  symbol  of  Time,  and  the  circle  of 
Eternity.   The  latter,  like  the  universe,  being  unlimited 


^  Jer.  znii.,  24« 
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in  its  extent;  for  time  is  but  as  a  point  compared  with 
eternity^  and  equidistant  from  all  parts  of  its  infinitely 
extended  circumference ;  because  the  latter  occupied  the 
same  indefinite  space  before  the  creation  of  our  System, 
as  it  will  do  when  time  is  extinguished,  and  this  earth, 
with  all  that  it  contains,  shall  be  destroyed.  And  there- 
fore the  hypothesis  which  would  confine  the  Eternal, 
whom  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain,^  to  the 
emblem  of  time,  is  evidently  unsound,  and  must  be 
rejected.  The  ancients  took  the  entire  Universe  for  the 
centre,  and  left  the  circumference  undefined ;  but  still 
it  was  tenaciously  asserted  that  deus  circtdus  esty  including 
the  circumference  how  boundless  soever  it  might  be; 
and  our  emblem  was  not  intended  to  embrace  such  an 
indefinite  and  comprehensive  illustration. 

It  is  true,  in  the  Pythagorean  circle,  or  the  universe, 
the  central  fire  represented  Unity;  but  it  was  not 
referred  to  the  One  God  the  Creator,  but  to  Vesta,  of 
whose  inextinguishable  fire  it  was  an  emblem,  for  Vesta 
signifies  fire;  and  therefore  her  temples  were  generally 
spherical,  to  represent  the  universal  circle.  The  Basili- 
deans,  on  the  other  hand,  confined  their  supreme  Deity, 
whom  they  called  Iao  (Jehovah^,  Abraxas  or  Meithras, 
to  the  circle  of  the  year,  which  is  as  bad  as  placing  him 
in  the  centre,  and  perhaps  worse,  as  a  single  year  is  a 
more  perverse  limitation  than  all  time.  St.  Jerome 
informs  us  that  Basilides  gave  to  the  Almighty  the 
monstrous  name  of  Abraxas,  because,  according  to  the 
import  of  the  Greek  letters,  and  the  number  of  days  in 
the  Sun's  course,  Abraxas  is  found  in  the  circle  of  the 
Sun,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  word  Meithras  was  also 
found  by  the  Gentiles,  because  the  letters  contained  the 
same  number.  Thus  Basilides  made  the  circle  to  consist 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  heavens,  and  placed 
Abraxas  or  the  Sun  in  the  centre ;  and  referred  him  to 
Jesus  Christ  the  Sun  of  Righteousness. 

In  conformity  with  this  doctrine,  ive  find  on  numbers 
of  the  Basilidean  gems,  the  figure  of  a  Cock;  which, 
according  to  Montfaucon,  is,  without  doubt,  a  symbol 
of  the  Sun,  who  holds  in  his  hand  a  whip  to  animate  his 
liorass  with,  while  travelling  on  his  usvuying  circle ;  snd 


*  1  Kingn  viiL*  27. 
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has  probably  a  eock's  head  given  him,  because  that  bird 
generally  proclaims  the  Sun's  rising.  And  it  is  to  be 
observed  tnat  all  the  gems  of  this  character  containing 
figures  of  Abraxas,  have  generally  relation  either  to  the 
Sun  or  its  operations,  as  most  other  Egyptian  figures 
have*  Msmy  of  these  ancient  heretics  believed  that  Jesus 
Christ  was  the  same  with  the  material  Sun;  which 
notion  gave  occasion  to  their  mixing  Christianitjr  with 
the  divinities  of  that  superstitious  nation."^  Montfaucon 
has  given  seven  folio  engravings  containing  several  hun* 
dreds  of  these  ^ems ;  many  of  which  contain  the  letters 
A  and     to  signify  the  eternity  of  God/ 

The  Deity,  however,  is  Omnipresent,  and  cannot  be 
confined  to  any  individual  locality,  but  is  equally  difiused 
throughout  the  entu*e  universe*  Grand  Master  David 
asks,  whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit ;  or  whither 
shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence  7 '*  And  answers,  ^'if  I 
climb  up  into  heaven  thou  art  there ;  if  I  go  down  to 
hell,  thou  art  there  also.  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the 
morning,  and  remain  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea, 
even  there  also  shall  th^  hand  lead  me,  and  thy  right 
hand  shall  hold  me."  It  is  true,  that  at  one  penod  the 
light  of  God's  knowledge  shone  only  on  the  favoured 
land  of  Judea,  while  all  the  rest  of  thb  world  were 
involved  in  the  darkness  of  idolatry  ;<-«but  God  was  even 
in  the  darkness ;  for  the  pious  Psalmist  continues,  the 
darkness  is  no  darkness  with  thee,  but  the  night  is  as 
clear  as  the  day."^ 

The  Jewish  doctors  contended  that  their  country  was 
tiie  onlv  region  of  true  Light ;  and  that  Jerusalem  con- 
stituted the  central  point  of  the  Earth,  which  they 
regarded  as  an  extended  plain ;  for  it  had  been  asserted 
^y  their  inspired  monarch,  that  God  wrouj^ht  out  his 
salvation,  by  establishing  them  and  tlieir  religion  in  the 
midst  of  the  earth."^  Macrobius  tells  us  that  veteres  omnem 
haiiuMlem  terram  extent  chlfimydi  similem  esse  dixerunU 
And  we  have  the  testimony  of  several  early  Christian 
travellers  to  the  existence  of  this  persuasion.  Thus 
bishop  Arculfy  whose  journey  was  accomplished  in  the 
year  of  Grace  700,  says  that  ''near  to  Golgotha  he 


*  Moatf.  Ant,  vol  u.,  p.  *  fike  tlM  F.  Q.  B.,  1848,  p.  378 
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observed  a  lofty  column  which  at  mid-day,  at  the  summer 
solstice,  casts  no  shadow,  which  shows  that  it  is  the 
centre  of  the  earth."  Bernard,  who  travelled  in  the  year 
867,  speaks  of  the  same  thing.  Between  the  aforesaid 
four  churches  is  a  parvis  without  roof,  the  walls  of  which 
shine  like  gold,  and  the  pavement  is  laid  with  precious 
stones ;  and  in  the  middle  four  chains  coming  from  each 
of  the  four  churches,  join  in  a  point  which  is  said  to  be 
the  middle  of  the  world."  Saewulf,  who  travelled  a.d 
1102,  adds,  "at  the  head  of  the  church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,  in  the  wall  outside,  not  far  from  Calvary,  is  a 
place  called  Compass,  which  ou^  Lord  Jesus  Christ  him- 
self signified  and  measured  with  his  own  hand  as  the 
middle  of  the  world,"  Sir  John  Maundeville,  a.d,  1323, 
adds  his  testimony  to  the  same  belief.  He  says,  "  Judea  is 
the  heart  and  middle  of  all  the  world  ;  and  hence  it  was 
right  that  he  who  created  all  the  world  should  sufier  for 
us  at  Jerusalem,  which  is  the  middle  of  the  world,  to  the 
end  and  intent  that  his  passion  a;nd  death,  which  was 
published  there,  might  be  known  equally  to  all  parts  of 
the  world."  And  speaking  of  the  church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,  he  says,  "  in  the  midst  of  that  church  is  a 
compass,  in  which  Joseph  of  Arimathea  laid  the  body  of 
our  Lord  when  he  had  taken  him  down  from  the  cross, 
and  washed  his  wounds.  And  that  compass,  men  say, 
is  the  middle  of  the  world." 

The  Rabbi  Judah  a  Levi  says,  in  confirmation  of  this 
hypothesis,  "  as  the  heart  is  in  the  centre  of  body,  so 
is  the  Holy  Land  the  centre  of  the  world's  population, 
and  is  therefore  more  acceptable  to  the  Lord.  For  as 
the  world  is  divided  into  seven  climates,  that  land  is 
situated  in  the  best  of  them  ;  the  Psalmist  describes  it  as 
beautiful  for  situation,  and  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth. 
There  it  was  that  Cain  and  Abel  contended,  and  Cain's 
punishment  consisted  in  being  banished  from  it.  The 

Eatriarchs  selected  it  for  their  place  of  interment.  Abrsr 
am  satisfied  the  children  he  had  by  Keturah  with 
presents,  that  they  mi^ht  quit  it  and  leave  Isaac  in  quiet 
possession  of  its  fertile  mountains  and  plains.  Esau 
abandoned  it  entirely  to  Jacob,  and  went  to  dwell  in- 
Seir.    From  all  which  it  is  collected,  that  this  country 


holy."   Hence  the  Holy  Land  was  esteemed  the  central 


was  ever  considered 


exclusively 
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pointy  while  the  recrt  of  the  world  occupied  the  outer 
circle^  and  were  accounted  by  the  Jews  to  be  profane. 

This  interpretation,  however,  is  insufficient  to  reconcile 
the  anomaly  of  confining  the  Deity  to  the  centre,  or  any 
other  place }  although  his  divine  Shekinah  might  and  did 
occupy  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum,  in  the  Temple  at  Jeru- 
salem, which,  as  we  have  just  seen,  was  oelieved  to 
constitute  the  centre  of  the  earth*  , 

The  true  religion,  or  Light,  as  we  Christians  conscien- 
tiously believe,  is  now  universally  diffused,  and  therefore 
would  be  more  aptly  represented  by  the  circumference, 
bounded  only  the  limits  of  the  habitable  globe ;  for  the 
light  is  gradually^  dispelling  the  darkness  by  the  laboiurs 
01  our  indefatigable  missionary  establishments ;  and  in 
God's  good  time  it  will  enlighten  the  whole  universe, 
radiating  in  all  directions  to  the  heaven  of  heavens,  till  it 
blends  with  the  circumambient  lustre  which  surrounds 
the  throne  of  God. 

It  would  be  the  height  of  presumption  to  circumscribe 
the  omnipresent  Deity  within  the  narrow  limits  of  a 
religion,  which,  though  revealed  from  Heaven,  and  con- 
sequently true,  during  the  period  of  its  lawful  authority, 
is  no  longer  in  force.  The  Sceptre  has  departed  from 
Judah,  and  the  temporary  system  which  it  upheld  has 
been  superseded  by  a  dispensation  that  is  destined  to  be 
imiversal.  The  Jewish  religion  was  for  one  nation  only, 
while  Christianity  is  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  as 


believe  that  the  Old  Testament  is  not  contrary  to  the 
New ;  for  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament  everlast- 
ing life  is  offered  to  mankind  by  Christ,  who  is  the  only 
Mediator  between  God  and  man. 

Let  it  not  be  thought  that  it  is  my  intention  to  offer 
any  disparagement  to  our  Jewish  brethren,  or  to  the 
religion  they  profess ;  for  the  subject  I  am  discussing  is 
open  to  them,  and  to  all  who  acknowledge  the  being  of 
a  God.  I  interpret  the  symbol  according  to  my  own 
convictions  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  who  is  not 
ashamed  of  the  Cross  of  Christ.  The  Jews  are  an  extra- 
ordinary people,  for  they  remain  unchanged  amidst  the 
political  fluctuations  of  nearly  2000  years.  They  are 
entitled  to  our  consideration  -and  our  gratitude ;  for  we 
are  indebted  to  them  for  the  blessing  of  Moses  wad  the 


Still  we  firmly 
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propheta,  without  which  we  should  be  ignorant  of  the 
history  of  the  world,  and  the  ways  of  God  to  man ;  and 
should  have  yanted  those  glorious  and  divine  precepts 
which  are  a  source  of  consblation  when  almost  every- 
thing else  fails*  Homer  and  Virgil  are  sublime;  but 
what  are  they  when  compared  with  Moses  and  David, 
who  were  inspired  by  the  Deity  to  indite  a  series  of 
divine  hymns  which  cast  every  other  composition  into 
the  shade.  They  are  full  of  such  exalted  strains  of  piety 
and  devotion,  as  a  writer  of  the  last  century  well  ex- 
presses it,  such  beautiful  and  animated  descriptions  of 
the  power,  the  wisdom,  the  mercy,  and  the  goodness  ot 
God^  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  read  them 
without  feeling  his  heart  inflamed  with  the  most  ardent 
affection  towards  the  Great  Creator  and  Governor  of 
the  Universe. 

And  although,  in  conformity  with  the  voice  of  their 
own  prophet,  they  are  scattered  among  all  people  from 
one  end  of  the  earth  to  the  other,  yet  they  are  not 
totally  destroyed,  but  still  subsist  as  a  distinct  people. 
^^Tbe  Jewish  nation,  like  the  Bush  of  Moses,  hatk  been 
always  burning  but  never  consumed.  And  what  a  mar- 
vellous thing  it  is  that  after  so  many  wars,  battles,  and 
seiges;  after  so  many  fires,  famines,  and  pestilences; 
after  so  many  years  of  captivity,  slavery,  and  misery, 
they  are  not  destroyed  utterlv,  and  although  scattered 
are  still  distinct.  Where  is  there  anything  comparable 
to  this  to  be  found  in  all  the  histories,  and  in  all  the 
nations  under  the  Sun?" 

As  to  the  project  of  converting  the  Jews  to  Christi- 
anity— ^it  is  not  to  be  thought  of  until  the  time  of  their 
restoration  shall  arrive.  The  attempt  is  sure  to  be  unsuc* 
cessful,  because  it  bears  a  close  resemblance  to  a  wish  to 
frustrate  the  prophecies.  It  has  been  predicted  that 
they  shall  be  dispersed  among  all  nations  and  not  be 
amalgamated  with  any ;  but  their  conversion  would  pro- 
duce marriages  and  intermarriages  with  Christian  people, 
and  in  a  few  generations  the  distinction  would  be  lost. 
God  has  appointed  a  time  when  they  shall  be  restored 
and  converted  to  the  true  religion ;  and  when  that  time 
comes,  nothing  can  prevent  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy. 
The  omnipresent  Deity  wants  no  assistuice  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  purpoMs;  and  when  it  is  his  gracious 
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pleasuiey  there  flhall  be  but  one  fold  under  one  shepberdy 
and  the  Messiah  of  Jews  and  Christians  shall  reign  for 
ever  and  ever. 

Dr.  Schulhoff,  in  a  speech  recently  delivered  at  Bir- 
mingham,  observed,  <'we  cannot  pray  without  adopting 
the  language  of  the  Jews ;  we  cannot  read  the  Scriptures 
without  meeting  with  their  history  upon  every  page. 
Men  were  sent  into  the  world  as  a  question,  a  riddle,  or 
an  enigma,  not  yet  answered  or  resolved,  and  for  this 
reason  they  miffht  ask  who  were  the  Jews  ?  They  were 
that  little  family  who  were  bom  in  Canaan,  who  went 
into  Egypt,  who  had  been  hunted  from  country  to  coun- 
try, from  land  to  land,  from  dungeon  to  dungeon,  from 
the  death  by  fire  to  the  death  by  water.  Who  were  the 
Jews?  Ask  the  dust  of  Canaan ;  ask  the  walls  of  Zion, 
overcome  by  the  scimitar  of  the  Saracen.  The  Jewish 
was  the  nation  out  of  which,  according  to  the  flesh,  came 
the  Messiah ;  which  produced  the  Apostles,  and  the  early 
Christian  converts."  And  he  concluded  by  asserting  that 
the  vresmt  position  of  the  Jews  is  necessary  for  the  honovr  of 
Qod;  and  is  a  great  proof  of'  the  truth  of  the  Gospel. 

Many  of  the  neathen  nations  who  entertained  imperfect 
notions  of  God's  universal  presence,  as  in  the  masonic 
definition  above  noticed,  confined  him  to  the  centre. 
The  first  settlers  in  Egypt  transmitted  to  their  posterity 
an  exact  copv  of  our  point  within  a  circle,  expressed  in 
emblematical  language.  The  widely  extended  Universe 
was  represented  as  a  circle  of  boundless  light,  in  the 
centre  of  which  the  Deity  was  said  to  dwell ;  or  in  other 
words,  the  circle  was  symbolical  of  his  eternity;  and  the 
perpendicular  parallel  lines  by  which  it  is  bounded,  were 
the  two  great  luminaries  of  heaven,  the  Sun  and  Moon, 
the  former  denoting  his  tirtve^  the  latter  his  wisdom.  And 
this  idea  was  generally  expressed  by  the  head  of  a  hawk 
placed  in  the  centre  of  a  circle,  or  an  endless  serpent 
enclosing  an  eye.  In  like  manner  Pythagoras  considered 
the  central  fire  to  be  the  mansion  of  the  Deity  or  God ; 
and  assimilated  it  with  the  monad,  because  it  is  the  be- 
ginning and  ending  of  number.  In  the  Stone  temples 
of  the  Celtas  we  find  indications  of  a  similar  belief.  But 
divine  revelation  has  taught  us  a  more  correct  and  rational 
doctrine ;  and  we  possess  the  advantage  of  knowing  that 
Jehovah  or  God  in  the  Old  Testament,  is  no  other  than 
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the  Messifth  or  Chrigt  in  the  New.  Hence,  the  following 
singular  elucidation  of  the  above  doctrine  has  been  do- 
duced,  and  is  actually  in  practice  hj  some  of  our  lodges 
at  the  present  day. 

Our  ancient  brethren,  in  depicting  on  the  Tracing 
Board  the  Plumb,  the  Rule,  the  Level,  and  the  settiog 
Maul,  intended  by  the  latter  to  represent  the  point 
within  a  circle ;  and  in  a  speculative  sense  referred  them 
to  the  death  of  T  G  A  0  T  U,  or  Christ  upon  the  Cross. 
And  as,  in  the  allegory,  the  above  instruments  were  nsed, 
so  in  the  fact,  they  were  really  concerned  in  the  death 
of  the  actual  Grand  Master,  whose  Cross  was  formed 
from  the  junction  of  the  Level  and  the  Plumb.  Now  as 
the  point  within  a  circle  is  a  very  ancient  symbol,  and 
was  venerated  in  many  nations,  as  a  representative  of 
the  Deity,  it  is  considered  by  those  who  adopt  this 
exposition  to  refer  to  the  Etenial  Father,  who  gave  his 
Son  to  die  for  the  sins  of  men. 

They  go  on  to  say  in  their  application  of  the  symbol, 
that  as  Speculative  Masons  we  ought  not  to  be  contented 
with  deriving  one  moral  lesson  from  every  single  emblem 
depicted  on  our  Tracing  Board;  but  to  consider  each 
as  a  text  on  which  to  build  a  copious  Lecture.  For 
instance ;  the  point  within  a  circle,  in  the  first  degree, 
has  an  application  totally  different  from  what  it  bears  in 
the  third.  In  the  former  it  describes  the  boundary  line 
of  a  mason's  path  through  this  life,  the  limits  of  which 
are  the  precepts  of  the  Law  and  Gospel,  by  which  he  is 
circumscribed  to  prevent  his  going  astray.  And  if  he 
adheres  to  these  precepts,  amidst  evil  report  and  good 


Bible,  will  conduct  him  to  a  celestial  mansion  whiAh  is 
at  present  veiled  from  mortal  eye  by  the  starry  firma- 
ment. 

But  in  the  third  degree  this  emblem  has  a  mystical 
reference  to  Christ  as  our  centre ;  according  to  his  own 
declaration — "  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together 
in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them."  The 
prayer  which  was  formerly  used  is  considered  very  appro- 
priate by  those  who  adopt  this  mode  of  explaining  the 
circle  and  point.  It  began  thus ;  0  Lora  God,  thou 
great  and  universal  mason  of  the  world,  and  first  builder 
of  man  as  it  were  a  Temple,  be  with  us  as  thou  hast 
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promised,  that  when  two  or  three  are  gathered  together 
in  thy  Name,  thou  wilt  be  in  the  midst  of  them,  Ac." 

After  our  Lord's  resurrection,  the  disciples  changed 
their  time  of  assembling  together  in  closely  tyled  lodges, 
for  fear  of  their  enemies,  from  the  seventh  to  the  first 
day  of  the  week ;  and  on  that  day  our  Lord  appeared  to 
Mary  and  directed  her  to  go  to  his  brethren,  and  inform 
-ttiem  that  he  was  about  to  ascend  to  the  Orand  Lodge 
above,  into  the  presence  of  him  who  was  both  his  Father 
and  their  Father ;  and  in  the  evening  when  they  were 
assembled  together,  <Hhe  doors  being  shut,"  or  in  other 
words,  the  lodge  being  closely  tyled,  came  Jesus  and 
stood  in  the  midst  of  them,  making  use  of  the  masonic 
greeting,  "Peace  be  with  you."  Our  brethren  would 
naturally  feel  surprised  at  the  presence  of  a  stranger  in  a 
closely  t}^led  lodge ;  but  when  he  had,  given  them  proofs 
(by  showing  them  those  signs  of  distress  in  his  hands 
and  feet  and  left  breast,)  that  be  was  their  Brother,  they 
dismissed  all  fear  and  rejoiced  exceedingly. 

It  was  here  that  he  promised  to  be  always  in  the 
midst  of  them ;  and  clieered  by  the  recollection  of  this 
gracious  promise,  they  were  naturally  led  to  the  hope  of 
finding  him  within  the  centre  of  their  circle  whenever 
regularly  assembled  in  a  just  and  perfect  lodge  dedicated 
to  the  glory  of  Ood  and  the  welfare  of  mankind.  Hence 
all  Christian  masons  are  required  by  the  circle  and  point 
to  understand,  that  whenever  they  meet  as  brethren, 
his  AUseeing  Eye  is  present  in  the  centre ;  and  thus  they 
are  incited  to  discharge  their  duties  towards  him  and  to 
each  other  with  freedom,  fervency,  and  zeal.  Thus,  as 
those  whose  who  use  this  illustration  conclude,  all  our 
emblems  having  a  tendency  to  inculcate  the  practice  of 
virtue  amongst  its  genuine  professors,  the  more  moral 
lessons  we  can  derive  from  any  of  our  emblems,  the  more 
securely  founded  will  be  the  respect  which  Masonry 
may  claim  at  the  hands  of  all  mankind. 

The  two  perpendicular  parallel  lines  have  been  appro- 
priated to  Moses  and  Solomon,  on  the  presumption  that 
they  represent  those  two  parallel  edifices,  the  Tabernacle 
and  Temple ;  these  being  the  only  two  places  in  the 
early  ages  of  the  world  where  the  true  worship  o^  God 
was  celebrated ;  and  the  above  masonic  worthies  being 
the  builders  of  these  mysterious  sacred  oratories,  are 
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considered  to, be  the  legitimate  patrons  of  an  Order  tiiat 
professes  to  be  based  on  the  science  of  decorative  archi- 
tecture. 

Some  of  our  brethren,  however,  aremclined  to  question 
the  propriety  of  this  ascription ;  and  to  doubt  whether 
its  truth  can  be  accurately  demonstrated  by  a  reference 
to  fieu^ts.  They  argue  that  if  one  of  these  parallels  be 
assigned  to  Moses  as  the  builder  of  the  Tabernacle,  the 
paternity  of  the  other  may  be  justly  contested  by  Zerub- 
babel  and  Herod,  each  of  whom  built  the  Teniple  at 
Jerusalem,  as  well  as  Solomon.  And  if  that  edinco  be 
meant,  which,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  prophet 
Haggai,  was  the  most  glorious*  the  preference  must  be 
given  to  Herod,  because  it  was  his  Temple  which  was 
enlightened  by  the  actual  presence  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  of  whom  the  Shekinah  of  the  Jews  was  but  a 
symbol;  and  consequently  was  superior  to  that  of  either 
Solomon  or  Zerubbabel. 

The  true  mason,  however,  will  hesitate  to  admit  the 
cl^im  of  Herod,  as  one  u)f  the  Parallels  of  the  Order; 
because  he  was  so  far  from  professing  the  true  faith,  that 
the  historian  has  recorded  of  him,  that  he  laboured 
zealously  to  remove  all  the  prejudices  of  {he  Jews  in 
favour  of  the  law  of  Moses,  by  introducing  among  them 
the  customs  of  heathen  nations ;  by  which  he  intended, 
if  possible,  to  Romanize  Judea*  The  designs  which  he 
had  manifestly  formed  against  their  religion,  and  his 
violation  of  every  custom  to  which  the  Jews  were  sin- 
cerely attached,  appear  to  have*  been  considered  the 
certain  forerunners  of  some  dreadful  evil  to  that  people. 
Herod  was  in  name  their  king)  but  in  deed  the  enemy  of 
their  country  and  their  God. 

The  above  appropriation  is  further  encumbered  with 
the.  anomaly  of  four  claimants  to  the  parallelism  of  the 
Order;  viz.,  Moses,  Solomon,  Zerubbabel,  and  Herod; 
and  I  cannot  see  any  alternative  but  to  admit  or  reject 
them  all;  and  those  who  have  adopted  this  view  of  the 
case,  unanimously  agree  to  prefer  the  latter.  If,  how- 
ever, as  some  are  inclined  to  think,  the  parallels  be 
esteemed  symbols  of  the  two  great  dispensations  of 
religion,  they  would  then  apply  to  Moses  and  Christ, 
who  were  really  parallels  in  many  important  respects, 
while  Moses  and  Solomon  possessed  no  single  attribute 


OP  OliORY. 


in  common,  which  can  give  a  colour  to  the  position  in 
which  they  haye  been  placed  as  equal  patrons  of  Masonry, 
and  joint  supporters  of  the  circle  and  point. 

The  two  former  coincide  in  character  and  attributes 
in  many  remarkable  particulars ;  and  there  was  no  other 

£rophet  who  ever  resembled  Moses,  so  much  as  Jesus  the 
[essiah.  None  of  the  ancient  prophets  can  answer  this 
description.  None  of  them  were  law-givers  lilie  Moses; 
none  of  them  had  such  clear  communications  with  God; 
for  their  prophecies  were  revealed  to  them  in  visions  and 
dreams.  Moses  and  Christ  are  the  only  two  who  perw 
fectly  resemble  each  other  in  these  respects.  The  Jews 
were  addicted  to  the  idolatry  of  the  Egyptians;  and 
were  taught  by  Moses  the  true  way  of  worshipping  God. 
Subsequently  they  were  the  slaves  of  8up4rstition ;  when 
Jesus  Christ  taught  them  true  religion.  The  system  of 
Moses  was  confirmed  by  stupendous  miracles,  so  was 
that  of  Christ.  Moses  led  the  people  to  the  promised 
land;  and  Christ  directs  us  to  a  better  countiy.  Moses 
fasted  forty  days,  and  so  likewise  did  Christ.  Moses  and 
Christ  equally  fed  the  people  miraculously.  Moses  led 
the  people  through  the  Red  Sea;  and  Christ  walked 
upon  the  sea.  The  face  of  Moses  was  surrounded  by  a 
bright  glory  when  he  descended  from  the  mount ;  and 
the  face  of  Christ  shone  like  the  sun,  upon  Mount  Tabor. 
Moses  deputed  twelve  men  to  purvey  the  land;  and 
Christ  committed  the  same  office  to  twelve  Apostles. 

St.  John  mentions  the  Christian  parallelism  between  ^ 
Moses  and  Christ  in  express  terms,  when  he  says,  the 
Law  was  given  by  Moses,  but  Grace  and  Truth  came  by 
Jesus  Chnst;"^  intimating  that  although  the  resem- 
blance between  Moses  and  Christ  was  striking,  yet  there 
was  no  absolute  equality;  for  that  the  latter  was  as 
much  superior  to  the  former,  as  Grace  and  Truth  are 
superior  id  the  Law ;  and  St.  Paul  tells  the  Jews  that 
they  are  not  now  under  the  Law,  but  under  Grace;* 
adding  in  another  place,  that  by  Christ  all  that  believe 
are  justified,  which  they  could  not  be  by  the  Law  of 
Moses.*  And  he  more  plainly  asserts  in  another  place, 
that  Moses  was  faithful  as  a  servant^  but  Christ  as  a 
Son;"  and  that  Christ  was  counted  worthy  of  more 
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glory  than  Moses,  inasmuch  as  ^^he  who  hath  builded 
the  house  hath  more  honour  than  the  house that  is, 
the  difference  between  Christ  and  Moses  is  that  which  is 
between  him  who  creates  and  the  thing  created;  and 
then,  having  before  ascribed  the  creation  of  the  world  to 
Christ,  he  iwlds,  "  he  that  built  all  things  is  God."" 

Still  Masonry  has  not  ventured  to  introduce  the  Re- 
deemer of  mankind  as  one  of  its  great  Parallels,  because 
in  neither  of  his  natures  has  he  any  equal.  As  man  he 
was  sinless — as  Qod  he  was  divine.  Besides,  Christ  is  do 
•ther  than  Jehovah,  T  O  A  O  T  U,  and  he  is  symbolized 
by  the  circle.  If,  therefore,  the  parallel  lines  have  any 
reference  to  this  great  Being,  they  can  be  no  other  than 
his  divine  and  human  natures,  which  would  be  masoni- 
cally  inapplicable;  and  we  have. already  a  very  significant 
emblem  to  the  same  effect,  viz.,  the  peutalpha,  double 
triangle,  or  seal  of  Solomon. 

The  circumambulation  of  the  candidate  is  generally 
presumed  to  have  an  intimate  connection  with  the 
symbol  under  our  consideration;  and  therefore  some 
have  considered  that  originally  the  space  included  within 
the  two  parallel  lines,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other, 
north  and  south  as  well  as  east  and  west,  which  is  an 
oblong  square,  represented  the  Lodge ;  the  circumference 
of  the  circle  beiog  the  boundary  line  threaded  during  the 
ceremony;  the  centre  being  the  candidate,  or  rough 
ashlar,  the  point  from  which  all  superficial  and  solid 
figures  emanate,  in  the  first  or  most  superficial  part  of 
Masonry;  for  if  one  limb  of  the  compasses  be  fixed,  and 
the  other  movable,  the  point  formed  by  the  first  touch 
of  the  latter,  if  continued,  would  form  the  circumference 
of  a  circle.  In  •  this  case,  the  pedestal  on  which  the 
Sacred  Volume  rests  would  represent  Wisdom,  or  the 
W.  M. ;  and  the  two  lines  Strength  and  Beauty,  or  the 
S.  W.  and  J.  W.;  the  Ladder,  the  three  Theological 
Virtues,  and  the  summit,  perfection,  symbolized  by  the 
perfect  ashlar.  The  whole  being  crowned  by  an  ethereal 
mansion  veiled  from  mortal  eye  by  the  starry  firmament; 
or,  as  it  is  termed  by  Job,  "  the  face  of  God's  throne,"" 
and  surrounded  by  clouds  and  darkness,^^  that  though 
the  dwelling-place  of  the  Most  High  is  hidden  from  our 
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yiew,  Ms  decisions  are  the  result  of  unerring  justice  and 
perfect  truth. 

This  constitutes  a  lucid  symbol  of  the  omnipresent 
and  omnipotent  Deity,  whose  Throne  is  in  the  highest 
heavens,  the  region  of  perpetual  light,  and  not  in  the 
central  point  of  Time  :  for  the  act  of  going  to  heaven  is 
always  represented  by  ascending.^  Job  says  Qod  is  in 
the  hfiight;  thick  clouds  are  a  covering  to  him  which 
is  confirmed  by  Jeremiah,  who  adds,  the  Lord  shall  cry 
from  on  highn'^^  and  not  from  the  centre.'*  David  in  his 
remarkable  prophecy  says,  Thou  hast  ascended  up  on 
hi^h."^^  And  in  fulfilment  of  this  prediction,  the  Apostle 
aflirms  that  Christ  was  made  higher  than  the  heavens;^ 
ascended  above  all  the  heavens  ;^  and  sitteth  at  the  right 
hand  of  Majesty  in  high  places.' 

This  idea  of  perfect  happiness  above  the  skies,  the 
residence  of  the  Supreme  Deity,  was  not  confined  to  the 
Jews  and  Christians,  bat  was  universally  admitted  by 
the  heathen.  It^.is  clearly  enunciated  by  Homer  in  the 
lUad,  and  by  Hesiod  in  his  Theogony,  who  measures  the 
distance  between  the  highest  heaven  and  the  lowest  hell, 
by  the  falling  of  a  heavy  weight,  which  he  says,  notwith- 
standing the  inconceivable  rapidity  of  its  course,  will 
take  nine  days  and  nights  to  fall  from  heaven  to  earth, 
and  the  same  length  of  time  to  descend  from  the  earth  to 
Tartarus.  It  will,  however,  be  observed,  that  although 
God  is  thus  said  to  dwell  in  the  highest  heavens,  yet 
being  omnipresent,  he  is  bound  to  no  limit  or  space ;  and 
the  expression  is  merely  intended  to  imply  that  there  his 
glory  18  more  particularly  manifested. 

Considered  in  the  above  point  of  view,  the  figure 
under  our  notice  constitutes  one  of  the  most  glonous 
and  expressive  sjrmbols  that  has  ever  been  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  mankind 

The  most  reasonable  opinion  which*  appears  to  have 
been  formed  on  the  circle  and  point,  is  that  which  makes 
the  candidate  represent  the  centre,  placed  within  the 

"  See  Rev.  xn.         "  Job  xxii.,  13-14.         "  Jer.  xxv.,  30. 

Consiilt  Pb.  ozlviii.,  1.  Heb.  vii.,  36.  £ph.  It.,  8,  10,  and 
many  other  passages. 

Ps.  Ixviii.,  18;  and  compare  John  iii.,  13,  with  £ph.  iv., 
9,  10. 

»•  Heb.  viii.,  26.  "  Eph.  iv.,  10.  Heb.  i.,  3. 
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cifcle  of  duty,  And  his  conduct  regulated  by  the  two 
linesof faith  and  practice;  because,  without  the  operation 
of  thefte  heaven-bom  qualities,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
him  to  keep  his  passions  within  the  boundary  line  of 
reason  and  Scripture,  and  to  avoid  those  errors  which  will 
interrupt  and  retard  his  progress  through  this  world  to 
another  and  a  better.  The  same  idea  was  symbolized  by 
our  brethren  of  the  last  century,  by  the  figure  of  a 
brother  properly  clothed,  standing  beneath  the  extended 
legs  of  a  pair  of  compasses. 

If,  then,  the  two  parallel  lines  represent  the  faith  and 
practice  of  a  rational  soul,  they  are  with  the  strictest  pro- 
priety assigned  to  the  two  St.  Johns,  because  the  one  finish- 
ed by  his  learning  what  the  other  began  by  his  zeal.  The 
Evangelist  was  the  most  perfect  personification  of  faitk 
that  the  world  ever  witnessed ;  not  only  from  the  tenor 
of  his  writings,  and  because  he  was  the  beloved  disciple  of 
his  Master,  but  also  because  his  faith  preserved  him  as  wit- 
ness, and  the  only  witness  amongst  the  Apostles  of  Christ, 
of  the  destruction  of  the  Jewish  polity,  and  the  triumph  of 
that  universal  dispensation  which  shall  ultimately,  as  I 
sincerely  believe,  supersede  all  others,  and  cover  the 
whole  earth  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.  And  in  like 
manner,  the  Baptist  was  the  personification  of  practice^ 
because  he  connned  his  preaching  to  repentance  and  good 
works,  both  of  which  are  exclusively  practicaL  And 
hence  it  is  believed  that  these  two  great  and  pious  mm 
acquired  the  distinguishing  character  of  the  patrons  of 
Masonry. 

I  have  given  the  reasons  which  have  been  assigned  for 
parallelism  in  another  place,^  but,  as  every  book  ought 
to  be  perfect  in  itself,  it  may  be  necessarv  to  repeat  them 
here.  **  The  two  St.  Johns  were  equally  distinguished 
by  the  Redeemer  of  mankind  ;  the  one  as  a  burning  and 
shining  light — ^whence  the  gnostics  assumed  that  the 
Spirit  of  light  entered  into  John  the  Baptist,  and  there* 
fore  that  he  was  in  some  respects  to  oe  preferred  to 
Christ — and  the  other  was  called  the  beloved  disciple, 
and  the  divine."  Thus  they  formed  a  personification  of 
Greatness  and  Goodness,  which  were  ever  the  qualities 
that  drew  down  public  respect  and  applause ;  and  amongst 
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heathen  nations,  as  we  learn  from  Selden*  constituted  the 
attributes  of  the  celestial  deities,  and  elevated  deceased 
mortals  to  the  skies. 

For  these  reasons,  the  two  St.  Johns  were  likened  to 
the  pillar  of  jire  and  chrai  which  attended  the  Israelites 
in  their  escape  from  Egyptian  bondage.  The  JBaptist, 
because  he  preached  the  unquenchable  jire  which  is  the 
punishment  of  sin ;  and  the  Evangelist,  because  he  incul- 
cated the  subdued  virtue  of  brotherly  love,  the  practice 
of  which,  like  the  operation  of  the  clovd  to  the  ^amp  of 
Israel,  when  it  moderated  the  heat  of  the  suu  in  that 
parched  climate,  would  serve  to  avert  the  ever-burning 
hre  of  hell. 

This  pillar  was  a  li^kt  aud  a  gmde  to  the  Israelites 
through  the  wilderness  of  Sin,  that  they  might  attain  the 
Promised  Land  in  safety ;  and  the  two  St.  Johns— one  by 
announcing  the  Saviour,  and  the  other  by  his  benevolent 
doctrines — are  a  light  and  a  guide  .to  all  mankind  while 
toiling  through  the  sinful  wilderness  of  this  world,  that 
they  may  arrive  at  the  heavenly  Canaan,  and  rest  for  ever 
from  their  labours.  Besides,  St.  John  the  Evangelist 
was  chosen  to  be  a  witness  of  Christ's  transfiguration, 
and  was  actually  enveloped  in  the  cloud  on  that  remark- 
able occasion. 

Again,  as  the  columns  of  Solomon's  porch,  called 
Jachin  and  Boaz,  were  typical  of  this  cloudy  and  fiery 
pillar,  so  the  early  Christians  likened  them  to  the  two 
St.  Johns,  whi«h  appears,  in  the  estimation  of  our  ancient 
brethren,  to  have  made  parallelism  complete.  Boaz 
represented  strength,  and  Jachin  to  establish;  and 
together,  they  referred  to  the  Divine  Promise,  that  God 
would  establish  his  holy  Temple  in  strength.  The  for- 
mer referred  to  the  Sun,  which  rejoiceth  as  a  giant  to  run 
its  course  ;^  and  the  latter  the  Moon,  because,  like  the 
pillar  of  a  cloud,  its  light  is  mild  and  beautiful,  beinff 
only  a  reflection  of  the  Sun's  more  powerful  rays ;  and 
hence  it  was  prophesied  of  Solomon,  that  his  kingdom 
should  remain  in  peace  and  righteousness  so  long  as  the 
Moon  endur^th.®  The  promise  of  David  includes  both. 

His  seed  shall  endure  for  ever ;  and  his  seat  is  like  as 
the  Sun  before  me.   He  shall  stand  frtst  for  evermore  as 


•»  Ps.  xix.,  5. 
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the  Moon,  and  as  the  faithM  witness  in  heaven."^  Hencei 
according  to  the  testimony  of  Jarchi,  Solomon  said :  '^My 
kingdom  being  thus  permanently  established  as  tbe  tun 
and  jnoon^  its  duration  shall  be  marked  by  the  existence 
of  these  pillars,  for  they  will  remain  firm  and  immovable 
as  long  as  my  successors  shall  continue  to  do  the  will  of 
God." 

In  like  manner  the  two  St.  Johns  were  esteemed  pillars 
of  Christianity,  and  patrons  of  Masonry.  The  one  repre- 
senting ^reng^A,  and  the  other  a  principal  agent  to  establish 
the  permanency  of  both  by  inculcating  brotherly  love  or 
chanty,  which  is  their  chief  virtue,  and  of  more  value 
than  all  the  rest.  By  these  instruments  Christianity  and 
Masonry  have  been  established  in  such  strength,  that 
they  will  endure  for  ever.  And  at  that  period,  when  the 
designs  of  Omnipotence  are  completed,  the  Sun  and  Moon, 
by  unmistakable  tokens,  shall  declare  to  the  world  that 
their  glory  is  expiringi  The  Sun  will  turn  into  darkness, 
and  its  light  being  thus  withdrawn,  the  Moon  will  be 
obscured;  at  which  period  St.  John  the  Baptist,  as  a 
righteous  man,  will  shine  forth  as  the  Sun,  standing  at 
the  left  hand  of  the  Judge  amidst  the  clouds  of  heaven ; 
while  the  pure  and  holy  doctrines  of  his  illustrious 
parallel  will  for  ever  remain  as  the  employment  of  saints 
and. angels  in  the  heavenly  mansions  of  the  blessed; 
whetc  there  is  "  no  need  of  the  Sun,  neither  of  the  Moon  to 
shine  in  it,  for  the  glory  of  God  will  lighten  it,  and  the 
Lamb  is  the  light  thereof."^ 

According  to  the  opinion  of  Dean  Stanhope,  who  is  no 
slight  authority  in  such  matters,  the  office  of  John  the 
Baptist  consisted  in  promulgating  the  very  doctrines 
which  distinguish  the  noble  Order  of  Freemasonry.  He 
employed  himself  in  "making  guilty  people  sensible  of 
their  sins,  reproving  open  wickedness,  unmasking  hypo- 
crisy, beating  down  spiritual  pride ;  importuning  men  to 
repentance,  by  representing,  with  a  laithful  -zeal,  the 
horrible  mischiefs  and  dreadful  conclusion  of  a  wicked 
course  of  life,  and  the  terrors  of  that  Master,  who,  at  his 
coming  to  purge  the  floor,  will  not  fail  to  separate  most 
niC'Cly  between  the  wheat  and  the  chaff,  and  bum  the 
latter  with  unquenchable  fire.  We  shall  do  well  to  take 
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the  Baptist  for  an  example  of  our  conduct^  by  iiviiif  a 
life  of  severe  virtue ;  by  boldly  rebuking  vice ;  and  if  by 
this  we  incur  the  displeasure  of  men,  bv  suflTering  with  a 
constancy  like  his.  If  this  were  duly^  attended  to,  a 
mighty  change  would  soon  be  effected  even  in  the  profli- 
gate and  profane  world." 

Such  investigations  as  these  constitute  the  true  poetry 
of  the  Order,  and  render  the  pursuits  of  Freemasoniy  of 
real  and  intellectual  value  to  the  intellectual  man.  Who- 
ever, therefore,  is  desirous  of  regulating  his  life  and 
conduct  by  the  teaching  of  Freemasonry,  will  do  well  to 
make  its  symbols  his  study,  and  endeavour  to  bring 
their  hidden  meaning  to  bear  upon  the  every-day  occur- 
rences of  life.  Plutarch  has  somewhere  told  us  that 
while  Alexander  the  Great  was  but  a  boy,  so  far  from 
rejoicing  at  his  father's  success  in  battle,  complained  to 
his  young  companions  that  his  father  would  leave  nothing 
for  him  to  do  when  be  grew  up  to  man's  estate.  They 
replied,  that  all  which  had  been  done  by  his  father  was 
for  his  enjoyment;  but  he  said,  what  better  shall  I  be  in 
possessing  ever  so  much,  if  I  do  nothing  ?  So  it  is  with 
us.  Freemasonry  has  done  a  great  deal,  but  it  has  left 
soniething  for  every  individual  Mason  to  do ;  aud  he  who 
does  it  not,  must  not  expect  to  be  rewarded. 

Nothing  can  be  a  greater  anomaly  than  knowledge 
without  practice.  It  is  like  hiding  our  talent  in  a  napkin, 
or  placing  our  light  under  a  bushel.  To  produce  a  beauti- 
ful effect,  the  talent  must  be  used  and  the  light  displayed, 
or  we  shall  be  pronounced  unprofitable  servants,  and  cast 
into  outer  darkness;  which  will  be  a  most  lamen^table 
destiny  for  those  who  boast  that  they  have  been  brought  to 
light,  and  have  consequently  enjoyed  superior  advantages 
in  acquiring  information  on  which  to  found  a  concurrent 
practice.  But  where  the  central  point  has  been  illumi- 
nated by  the  bright  rays  proceeding  from  J^astem 
wisdom,  and  invigorated  his  faith  by  the  practice  of 
moral  virtue,  he  vnll  gradually  ascend  the  innumerable 
rounds  of  the  Masonic  Ladder,  and  enter  into  peace  when 
the  archangel  shall  proclaim  that  time  shall  be  no  more. 
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TO 


BBC.  C.  E.  ANDERSON,  W. 
  G.  POWELL,  S.  W. 

—  J.  ©•  SHIPWAY,  J.  W. 
  T*  DOUGLAS  HARRINOTON,  D.  F«  Q«  M.  A;  P.  M. 

—  REV.  W.  T.  LEACH,  CHAP. 

  J.  WHITLAW,  TREA. 

  W.  P.  STREET,  SEC. 

  V.  RYAN,  8.  D. 

  W.  N.  COURTNEY,  J.  D. 

  R.  CHALMERS,  D.  OF  CBB. 

  J.  V.  NOEL,  > 

—  J.  M'COY,         J  STEWARDS, 

Of  St.  George's  Lodges  MotUrealj  Canada^  No.  643. 


Dear  Brethren, 

The  circumstances  under  which  I  was  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  your  Lodge,  have  afforded  me 
unfeigned  pleasuire.  If  I  have  rendered  any  services  to 
Masonry,  as  you  are  pleased  to  sav,  by  my  publications, 
I  assure  you  that  the  time  which  has  been  employed  in 
their  composition  passed  very  agreeably  to  myself, 
because  one  of  the  principal  amusements  of  my  leisure 
hours  has  ever  been  the  study  of  antiqui^,  and  tiie 
acquirement  of  hieroglyphical  knowledge.   I  am  ihcie* 


OF  BLonr* 


M9  * 


fore  doubly  rewarded,  inasmuch  as  you  have  added  to 
the  pleasure  which  such  researches  have  conveyed  to 
my  mind,  an  unequivocal  testimony  of  your  approbation. 

The  subject  of  the  following  Lecture,  which  I  have 
the  honour  of  dedicating  to  you,  is  of  very  extensive 
application.  The  definition  prediicates  that  ^^its  foot 
rests  on  earth  while  its  top  extends  to  heaven and  it 
embraces  all  the  intermediate  steps  by  which  the  human 
soul  mounts  to  immortality.  It  is  an  emblem  for  all 
time,  and  embraces  interests  which  no  region  of  the 
world  can  change  nor  any  age  decay. 

When  Moses  was  at  the  Burning  Bush,  he  was  com- 
manded, as  an  act  of  reverence,  to  take  oiT  his  shoes. 
And  when  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  was  forbidden  to  mourn 
for  the  loss  of  his  wife,  one  of  the  indications  of  this 
extraordinary  instance  was,  to  ''put  on  his  shoes."  The 

S resent  Jews  in  Barbary,  accordmg  to  Addison,  when  a 
eath  occurs  in  their  family,  do  not  stir  abroad  for  seven 
days  after  the  interment ;  or  if  they  should  be  compelled 
by  any  extraordinary  or  urgent  cause  to  leave  their 
dwelling,  it  must  be  barefooted,  as  a  token  of  reverence 
to  Him  by  whom  they  have  been  stricken. 

How  much  more  ought  we  to  express  our  humility 
and  reverence,  when  we  stand  on  ground  which  has  been 
consecrated  by  Three  Grand  Ofierings,  and  bears  that 
Holy  Book  which  is  the  source  of  all  our  hopes  and 
coimorts.  When  Jacob  occupied  the  same  situation,  he 
said,  surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  place,  and  I  knew  it 
not.  And  he  was  afraid,  and  said,  now  dreadful  is  this 
place !  This  is  none  other  but  the  house  of  God,  and 
this  is  the  Gate  of  heaven." 

That  you,  my  brethren,  may  ascend  the  Theological 
Ladder  with  the  same  devout  and  holy  feelings,  and  in 
the  end  receive  the  reward  of  your  faith,  even  the  salva- 
tion of  your  souls,  is  the  fervent  wish  of 

W.  Sir, 

And  dear  Brethren, 
Your  faithful  Servant  and  Brother, 
GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Honorary  Member  of  St.  George's  Lodge. 

SOOFWICK  VlCARAQB, 

Jhcember  1,  1849. 
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The  thtee  Great  Lights  uhich  form  the  bam  of  the  Mar 
sonic  Ladder  explained^  with  a  descriptum  of  the  Ladder 
and  its  accompaniments* 

"  Tyll  that  I  came  unto  a  ryoll  Gate. 

Where  I  sawe  stondTsge  the  goodly  portres, 
Whyche  axed  me,  from  whence  I  came  a  late ; 
To  whome  I  gan  in  every  thynge  ezpresse 
All  myne  adventure,  chaunce,  and  busyneesef 
And  eke  my  name ;  I  told  her  every  dell ; 
Whan  she  herde  this  she  lyked  me  right  well.*' 

Stephen  Hawbs. 

The  next  object  which  attracts  our  attention  in  the 
Symbol  of  Glory,  is  the  Holy  Bible,  which  is  the  great 
charter  of  a  Christian's  faith,  and  anchor  of  his  hope,  as 
well  €U9  one  of  the  Great  Lights  of  Masonry.  It  forms 
the  Tracing  Board  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Uni- 
verse ;  and  he  has  laid  down  there  such  glorious  plans 
and  moral  designs,  that  were  we  conversant  therein  and 
adherent  thereto,  it  would  bring  us  to  a  building  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  The  Bible  is 
the  gift  of  God  to  man.  It  is  the  consummation  of 
wisdom,  goodness,  and  truth.  Many  other  books  are 
good,  but  none  are  so  good  as  this.  All  other  books 
may  be  dispensed  with ;  but  this  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  our  happiness  here,  and  our  salvation  hereafter.  It 
is  the  most  ancient  record  of  facts  known  in  the  world; 
the  materials  of  its  earliest  history  having  been  compiled, 
as  is  most  probable,  by  Shem,  or  perhaps  by  Noah.  The 
Rabbins  say  that  Shem  was  the  mstructor  of  Abraham 
in  the  history  of  former  events ;  and  that  from  Abraham 
they  were  naturally  transmitted  through  Isaac,  Jacob, 
and  Levi,  to  Moses.  And  no  injury  is  done  to  the  just 
^arguments  on  behalf  of  the  inspiration  of  Scripture,  as 
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C&lmet  judiciouflly  observes,  if  we  suppose  that  Shem 
wrote  the  early  history  of  the  world;  that  Abraham 
wrote  family  memoirs  of  what  related  to  himself;  that 
Jacob  continued  what  concerned  himself,  and  that,  at 
length,  Moses  compiled,  arranged,  and  edited,  a  copy  of 
the  holy  works  extant  in  his  time.  A  procedure  per- 
fectly analogous  to  this  was  conducted  by  Ezra  m  a 
later  age ;  on  whose  edition  of  the  Holy  Scripture  our 
faith  now  rests,  as  it  rests,  in  like  manner,  on  the  prior 
edition  of  Moses,  if  he  were  the  editor  of  some  parts ; 
Or  on  his  authority,  if  he  were  the  writer  of  the  whole. 

The  eyidences  of  its  truth  do  not  depend  on  the  uncer* 
tain  deductions  of  human  reason,  but  upon  the  teaching 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  Its  details  are  confirmed  by 
signs,  and  wonders,  and  manifestations  of  the  divine 
power.  On  its  veracity  our  holy  religion  must  stand  or 
fall ;  and  therefore  our  hopes  of  salvation  anchor  upon 
it,  as  on  a  rock  which  can  never  give  way.  It  is  the 
pillar  and  ground  of  Truth ; .  the  pedestal  and  support 
of  Faith;  and  hence  the  Masonic  Ladder  is  planted 
there  as  on  a  foundation  that  cannot  be  shaken ;  because 
its  divine  author  is  Jehovah  himself.  Wisdom,  Strength, 
and  Beauty,  centre  in  its  pages ;  for  its  wisdom  is  Faith, 
its  stren^h  is  Hope,  and  its  beauty  is  Charity ;  a  double 
triad  which  constitutes  Perfection ;  and  realized  in  the 
pentalpha,  which,  in  the  symbolization  equally  of  Chris^ 
tianity  and  Masonry,  refers  to  the  two  natures  of  the 
incarnate  Deity. 

This  First  Great  Light  of  Masonry  is  not  only  perfect, 
but  free  from  every  admixture  of  imperfection ;  for  if 
the  slightest  doubt  could  be  raised  respeoting  the  truth 
of  any  single  fact  or  doctrine  which  it  contains,  it  would 
cease  to  be  the  Book  of  God,  and  our  Faith  and  Hope 
would  no  lonser  have  a  solid  basis  to  rest  upon.  But  so 
long  as  we  bel  ieve  the  Deity  to  be  a  wise,  and  powerful, 
and  perfect  being,  we  must  also  believe  that  ever^  thing 
which  emanates  from  his  authority  is  equally  wise,  and 
powerfril,  and  perfect,  and  consequently  worthy  of  the 
utmost  veneration. 

"  The  events  recorded  to  have  happened  under  the  old 
dispensation  are  often  strikingly  prefigurative  of  those 
which  occur  under  the  new ;  and  the  temporal  circum- 
stances of  the  Israelites  seem  designedly  to  shadow  out 
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the  spiritaal  coadition  of  the  ChriBtiaii  church.  The 
connection  is  ever  obvious ;  and  points  out  the  consist- 


rately  contrived  to  subsist  between  both  dispensations. 
Thus  in  the  servitude  of  Israel  are  described  tbe  suffer- 
ings of  the  church.  In  the  deliverance  from  Egypt  is 
foreshown  its  redemption ;  and  the  journey  through  the 
wilderness  is  a  lively  representation  of  a  Christian's  pil* 
grimage  through  life,  to  his  inheritance  in  everlasting 
bliss.  So  also,  without  too  minute  a  discussion,  it  may 
be  observed,  that  the  manna  of  which  the  Israelites  d^ 
eat,  and  the  rock  of  which  they  drank,  as  well  as  the 
brazen  serpent  by  which  they  were  healed,  were  sever- 
ally typical  of  correspondent  particulars  that  were  to 
obtain  under  the  Christian  estaolishment ;  as  under  tbs 
sacrifices  and  ceremonial  service  of  the  church,  of  which 
the  institution  is  here  recorded,  was  described  the  more 
spiritual  worship  of  the  Gospel."^ 

The  Bible,  as  the  lectures  of  Masonry  predicate,  is  the 
sacred  compact  from  God  to  man,  because  he  has  hem 
pleased  to  reveal  more  of  his  divine  will  in  that  Holy 
Book  than  by  any  other  means ;  either  by  the  light  of 
Nature,  the  aid  of  Science,  or  Reason  with  all  her  powers. 
And,  therefore,  as  might  be  expected,  it  contains  a  code 
of  laws  and  regulations  which  are  adapted  to  every  sitai^ 
tion  in  which  a  created  being  can  possibly  be  placed. 
And  it  not  only  incites  him  to  virtue,  but  furnishes  a 
series  of  striking  examples  both  of  good  and  evil  conduct, 
that  he  may  avoid  the  one  and  practise  the  other  to  his 
eternal  advantage. 

And  further,  if  it  gives  copious  instructions  to  ruleis 
and  governors  that  they  may  perform  their  exalted  duties 
with  strict  justice  and  impartiality,  it  is  no  less  prolific 
in  its  directions  to  men  occupying  inferior  stations  of  life, 
to  be  obedient  to  the  laws,  and  to  respect  the  powers 
under  which  they  live,  and  by  which  they  are  protected. 
Its  precepis  extend  to  the  duties  of  rich  and 'poor,  parents 
and  children,  ^husbands  and  wives,  masters  and  servants. 
There  is  not  a  grade  in  civil  society,  from  the  monarcli 
on  his  throne,  to  the  peasant  between  the  stilts  of  a 
plough,  but  may  find  ample  instructions  for  moral  go- 
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yemment,  and  ihe  regulation  of  his  desires,  in  that  com- 

Srehensive  Book.  And  their  universal  application  and 
ivine  origin  are  manifested  by  the  fact,  that  those  who 
disregard  tiieir  operation  themselves,  display  an  instinct- 
ive respect  for  every  one  who  professes  to  take  the  Bible 
for  a  rule  of  faith,  and  a  guide  to  the  reqidrements  of 
moral  duty. 

But  this  Sacred  Volume  possesses  one  peculiar  excel- 
lence which  is  denied  to  every  other  book.  We  frequently 
find  an  entire  code  of  civil  duties  embodied  in  a  single 
passage ;  which,  if  universally  observed  by  all  classes  of 
society,  would  turn  this  earth  into  a  Paradise,  and  its 
inhabitants  into  a  band  of  brothers.  If  mankind  could 
be  persuaded  to  adopt  the  rule  of  mutual  assistance  and 
mutual  forbearance  which  is  there  recommended,  and 
copied  in  the  system  of  Freemasonry ;  if  they  would,  on 
all  occasions,  do  as  they  would  be  done  by^  nothing  would 
be  wanting  to  the  completion  of  human  happiness. 

It  was  the  violation  of  this  rule  that  made  Cain  a 
murderer,  and  filled  the  antediluvian  world  with  such 
violent  antipathies  and  unnatural  crimes,  as  made  an 
universal  purgation  necessary  to  cleanse  it  from  its  gross 
pollutions.  It  was  the  same  disregard  to  this  rule  which 
made  Kimrod  a  hunter  of  men,  Pharaoh  an  impious  con- 
temner of  God's  judgments ;  Absalom  a  rebel,  and  Judas 
a  thief.  And  in  our  own  times  it  arms  man  against  his 
fellow,  and  produces  all  that  wickedness  and  vice  which 
human  laws,  how  stringent  soever  they  may  be,  have 
totally  failed  to  banish  from  the  world. 

The  Book  before  us  contains  rules  for  preserving 
health  by  the  exercise  of  Temperance  and  Chastity ;  for 
procuring  blessings  by  the  practice  of  Fidelity,  Industry 
and  Zeal ;  for  securing  a  good  reputation  by  Integrity 
and  a  faithful  discharge  of  every  trust ;  and  for  inheriting 
the  promises  by  the  exercise  of  Faith,  the  encouragement 
of  Hope,  and  the  practice  of  Charity,  or  the  universal 
love  of  God  and  man. 

Upon  the  first  Great  Light,  we  find  two  others — ^the 
Square  and  Compasses ;  which  are  varied  in  their  posi- 
tion in  every  degree,  to  mark  the  gradual  progress  of 
knowledge ;  and  the  former  is  opened  at  different  pas- 
sages appropriate  to  each ;  for  the  Bible  being  considered 
the  rule  of  a  Mason's  faith,  the  Square  and  Compassesi 
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when  united,  have  the  same  tendency  with  respect  to 
his  practice.  The  latter  are  appropriated  to  the  Grand 
Master,  as  the  ruler  and  governor  oi  the  Craft,  because 
they  are  the  psncipal  instruments  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  plans,  and  the  formation  of  ingenious  designs ; 
which  constitute  his  especial  duty  at  the  erection  of 
magnificent  edifices.  The  former  belongs  to  the  whole 
Craft ;  because,  as  they  are  obligated^  on  it,  they  are 
bound  to  model  their  actions  according  to  its  symbolical 
directions. 

But  the  peculiar  appropriation  of  the  Square  is  to  the 
Master  of  a  private  Lodge.  Its  utility  as  an  implement 
of  manual  labour  belonging  to  operative  Masonry,  is  to 
try  and  adjust  all  irregular  corners  of  buildings,  and  to 
assist  in  bringing  rude  matter  into  due  form ;  while  to 
the  speculative  Mason  it  conveys  a  corresponding  lesson 
of  duty,  teaching  him,  that  by  a  course  of  judicious  train- 
ing, the  W.  M.  reduces  into  due  foim  the  rude  matter 
which  exists  in  the  mind  of  a  candidate  for  initiation; 
and  thus,  being  modelled  on  the  true  principles  of  genu- 
ine Masonry,  it  become^  like  the  polished  corners  of  the 
Temple.  And  by  virtue  of  this  jewel,  which  sparkles  on 
his  breast,  he  is  enabled  to  cause  all  animosities,  if  any 
such  should  unfortunately  exist  among  the  brethren,  to 
subside,  that  ,  order  and  good  fellowship  may  be  perfect 
and  complete. 

In  a  word,  the  Square  points  out  the  general  duties 
of  the  Master  of  a  Lodge,  which  are,  to  consider  himself 
subordinate  to  the  Grand  Master  and  his  officers ;  to  keep 
a  regular  communication  with  the  Grand  Lodge;  to  give 
no  countenance  to  any  irregular  Lodge,  or  any  person 
initiated  therein ;  not  to  initiate  a  person  without  a  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  his  character;  to  respect  genuine 
brethren,  discountenance  impostors  and  all  who  dissent 
from  the  original  plan  of  Masonry;  and  above  all  to  set 
an  example  to  the  Lodge,  of  regularity,  decorum,  and 
propriety  of  conduct. 

The  Square  reads  a  lesson  not  less  instructive  to  the 
whole  fraternity;  and  enjoins  them  to  regulate  their  ac- 
tions by  Rule  and  Line,  to  harmonize  their  conduct  by 
the  principles  of  morality  and  virtue,  and  mutually  to 
encourage  each  other  in  the  practice  of  their  masonic 
duties,  by  the  efficacious  influence  of  good  example; 
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which  cODHtituteg  an  additional  illustration  of  the  first 
Great  Light.  It  is,  indeed,  a  remarkable  peculiarity  of 
that  Holy  Book,  that  it  unites  precept  so  closely  with 
example,  as  to  afford  instances  of  moral  and  religious 
conduct  which  will  apply  to  all  mankind,  rich  or  poor, 
with  equal  effect.  And  this  is  one  reason  why,  in  the 
aystem  of  Freemasonry,  the  Bible  is  so  closely  connected 
with  the  Square  and  Compasses.  If  I  were  to  adduce 
all  the  instances  contained  in  the  first  Great  Light,  I 
might  refer  to  almost  every  page;  for  we  can  scarcely 
open  the  Book,  without  finaing  some  great  example 
either  of  good  or  evil,  which  may  incite  us  to  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue  or  the  hatred  of  vice.  The  influence 
which  every  man  possesses  in  his  own  partionlar  sphere 
is  very  considerable.  Our  Grand  Master  Solomon,  when 
a  poor  man  delivered,  by  his  wisdom,  a  small  city  from 
the  array  of  a  very  powerful  monarch,  wa«  led  to  con- 
sider the  superiority  of  wisdom  above  riches;  and  con- 
cluded that  as  a  wise  and  good  man  might  be  extremely 
useful  to  those  around  him  by  his  example,  so  might  a 
foolish  and  wicked  man  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief  by 
the  same  means. 

In  society  example  is  like  leaven  to  a  lump  of  dough ; 
and  its  influence  is  so  great  as  to  produce  the  mosir favor- 
able or  prejudicial  effects  to  the  interests  of  mankind. 
Each  individual  observes  what  others  do;  and  thinks 
there  can  be  no  great  harm  in  copying  their  example. 
•*  I  am  no  worse  than  my  neighbors,"  is  very  common 
language;  and  such  reasoners  seem  to  think  that  they 
shall  be  justified  in  a  breach  of  the  moral  law  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  conduct  of  others.  But  can  such  a  plea  be 
admissible  in  a  Masons*  lodge  ?  Does  Freemasonry  sanc- 
tion such  an  unreasonable  argument  that  the  vices  of  one 
man  will  be  an  excuse  for  those  of  another  ?  It  should 
rather  appear  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  doctrines 
promulgated  in  the  Lodge,  that  if  any  person  sets  a  bad 
example,  it  would  not  only  affect  the  reputation  of  those 
who  follow  it,  but  it  would  also  increase  his  own  respon- 
sibility. 

The  Master  of  a  Lodge  is  therefore  bound  to  set  his 
brethren  an  example  of  morality  and  justice,  which  form 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  significant  Jewel  by  which 
he  is  distinguished ;  for  such  is  the  nature  of  our  consti^ 
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tutioQ,  that  as  some  must  of  necessity  rule  and  tea<di,  so 
others  of  course  must  learn  to  submit  and  obey.  Hu* 
mility  in  both  is  an  essential  duty.  And  at  his  installa- 
tion he  solemnly  declares  that  he  will  work  diligently, 
live  creditably,  and  act  honourably  by  all  men ;  that  he 
will  avoid  private  piques  and  quarrels,  and  guard  against 
intemperance  and  excess;  that  he  will  be  cautious  in  his 
carriage  and  behaviour,  courteous  to  his  brethren,  and 
faithful  to  the  Lodge;  and  that  he  will  promote  the 
general  good  of  society,  cultivate  the  social  virtues,  and 

Eropagate  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of  Masonry,  as  far  as 
is  influence  and  ability  can  extend.'' 
By  the  Compasses,  which  ane  appropriated  to  the 
Grand  Master,  we  learn  to  limit  our  desires  in  every 
station,  that,  rising  to  eminence  by  merit,  we  may  live 
respected  and  die  regretted.  This  instrument  directs  us 
to  regulate  our  lives  and  conduct  by  the  rules  contained 
in  the  first  Great  Light ;  and  our  motto  is : 

Keep  within  compass,  and  you  will  be  sure 
To  avoid  many  troubles  which  others  endure. 

By  the  same  symbol  we  are  reminded  of  the  impartial 
and  unerring  justice  of  the  Most  High;  who,  having  in 
his  sacred  Tracing  Board  defined  the  limits  of  good  and 
evil,  will  reward  or  punish  us  according  as  we  have 
obeyed  or  rejected  the  divine  law.  'i'his  is  an  important 
consideration,  and  worthy  the  attention  of  every  initiated 
Mason ;  because  it  involves  those  peculiar  doctrines 
which  are  characteristic  of  the  Order — Oman's  personal 
responsibility,  the  resurrection,  and  ja  future  state. 

In  that  awful  description  of  the  last  Judgment,  which 
is  recorded  in  this  sacred  Tracing  Board,  Charity  or 
benevolence  to  our  poorer  fellow-creatures  is  made  the 
test  of  acceptance  or  exclusion ;  and  this  is  an  eminent 
masonic  virtue;  but  Bishop  Porteus  says,  "it  is  an 
observation  of  some  importance  to  be  impressed  on  our 
minds,  that  although  Charity  to  our  neighbour  is  a  strin- 
gent duty,  yet  it  is  not  the  only  virtue  which  we  ought 
to  practise ;  for  this  makes  only  one  of  that  large  assem- 
blage of  virtues  which  are  required  to  make  us  perfect. 
We  must  therefore  collect  the  terms  of  our  salvation, 
not  from  any  one  passage,  but  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  Sacred  Writings  taken  together;  and  if  we  judge  by 
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tins  rule,  which  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  safely 
relied  on,  we  shall  find  that  nothing  less  than  a  sincere 
and  lively  Faith,  producing  in  us,  as  far  as  the  infirmity 
of  our  nature  will  permit,  universal  holiness  of  life,  can 
ever  serve  to  make  our  final  calling  and  election  sure. 
But  thus  much  we  may  collect  from  that  Holy  Book,  that 
Charity  or  love  to  man  is  one  of  the  md^t  essential  duties 
of  our  religion,  and  that  to  neglect  this  virtue  must  be 
peculiarly  dangerous,  and  render  us  unfit  to  appear  at 
the  last  day  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Judge.'' 

Such  is  the  teaching  of  the  Great  Lights  of  Masonrv ; 
and  they  therefore  constitute  an  appropriate  basis  for  the 
foot  of  the  Theological  JLiadder  to  rest  on,  whose  princi^ 
pal  steps  are.  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  and  whose  sum- 
mit is  the  Throne  of  God. 

This  Ladder  contains  staves  or  rounds  innumerable,  as 
the  emanations  of  these  three  great  virtues,  with  angels 
ascending  and  descending  thereon.  A  corresponding 
symbol  among  the  Jews  contains  no  less  than  fifty 
rounds,  which  they  call  Gates,  and  are  considered  as  so 
many  degrees  of  wisdom,  or  avenues  to  the  attainment  of 
sublime  and  mysterious  truths.  It  is  incumbent  on  men 
that  they  study  the  Mysteries  which  contain  this  ineffa- 
ble sjwbol,  before  they  can  receive  the  influx  of  divine 
light.  The  progress  of  the  candidate  in  the  ascent  of 
this  ladder  is  represented  as  bein^  exceedingly  slow,  and 
obstructed  by  numerous  difficulties ;  and  few  there  are 
who  arrive  at  the  summit.  Moses  is  said  to  have  passed  » 
throuffh  only  forty-nine ;  and  Joshua  was  unable  to  pene- 
trate further  than  the  forty-eighth ;  but  even  Solomon, 
whose  wisdom  isurpassed  that  of  all  other  men,  could 
never  open  the  fiftieth  gate,  which  leads  immediately 
into  heaven,  and  opens  on  the  Throne  of  the  infinite  and  , 
omnipotent  God  whom  no  man  can  se6  and  live.^ 

Many  of  our  best  divines  have  entertained  ah  opinion 
that  there  are  9ome  grounds  from  analogy  to  conclude, 
that  a  scale  of  beings  exists  above  us,  and  another  below. 
And  Bishop  Hurd  says  that  **  the  belief  is  almost  univer- 
sal of  such  a  graduated  scale  ascending  from  us  to  God, 
though  the  uppermost  round  of  it  may  ^11  be  at  an 
infinite  distance  from  his  Throne. .  But  the  duect,  indeed 
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12 


178 


THB  SYMBOL 


'QxB  only  solid  proof  of  its  existence,  is  the  Revealed  Word, 
which  speaks  of  angels  and  archangels^  nay  myriads  of 
them,  disposed  in  dii]ferent  ranks,  and  rising  above  each 
other  with  a  wonderfiil  harmony  and  proportion.*' 

The  Masonic  Ladder  was  represented  oy  the  artists  of 
the  middle  ages,  in  the  form  of  a  geometrical  staircase ; 
j^nd  may  be  seen  m  an  existing  specimen  on  the  triumph- 
al arch  of  S.  Maria  Maggiore,  at  Rome.  A  symbolical 
gateway,  arched  over,  is  placed  at  the  bottom,  another 
about  ,midway  up  the  ascent,  and  a  third  at  the  top. 
These  are  the  Gates  of  heaven,  which  are  expanded  to 
admit  all  those  who  have  faithfully  performed  their  duty 
to  God,  their  neighbour,  and  them^ves. 

These  Gates  are  mentioned  at  a  very  early  period  of 
the  hifikory  of  mankind,  in  connection  with  the  Theo- 
logical Ladder ;  for-  Jacob,  to  whom  the  supef nal  vision 
was  vouchsafed,  called  it  the  House  of  God,  and  the  Gate 
of  heaven.^  And  the  same  imagery  is  used  by  the 
prophets.  Our  Grand  Master  David  affords  a  remarkable 
mstance  of  the  existence  of  a  belief  that  the  mansions 
of  bliss  are  accessible  by  means  of  Gates;  and  he  not 
only  speaks  of  the  Gates  of  death,  through  which  the 
iioui  passes  before  it  is  ^<  lifted  up  but  rejoices  that 
the  Gates  of  righteousness  and  the  Gate  of  the  Lord  are 
open  for  the  righteous  to  enter  in  ;^  and  describes  the 
heavenly  choir,  at  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  as  uniting 
in  the  joyful  chorusj  "Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  Gates, 
and  be  ye  lift  up  (opened)  ye  everlasting  doors,  that  the 
King  of  Glory  may  come  in."^  In  like  manner  Job 
mentions  "  the  Gates  of  death,''  and  "  the  doors  of  the 
shadow  of  death by  which  he  evidently  meant  the 
entrance  into  Sheol,  the  world  of  departed  spirits. 

The  Saviour  of  mankind  describes  the  way  that  leads 
to  the  realms  above  as  being  narrow  and  of  difficult 
ascent,  and  the  Gates  thereof  so  strait,  that  few  will  be 
able  to  gain  admission.'^  And  adds  that  though  the  Gates 
of  this  city  are  always  open,  they  are  not  open  for  eveiy 
one  to  enter  in,  but  are  closed  against  "  every  thing  that 
defileth,  or  worketh  abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie  but 
are  reserved  for  those  who  have  faithfully  performed 

■  Gen.  xxriii.,  17.  *  Ps.  ix.,  13,  ovii.,  18.  *  Md.  oznii.,  19,  20, 
*  Ibid.  XDY.,  7.       ^  .Matt  vii.,  14.        .  •  Ibid.  rW.,  18. 
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their  dniy  to  God  and  man.  He  speaks  also  of  th^ 
Gates  of  hell,*  which  the  Christian  commentators  make 
to  be  three  in  number,  and  call  them  Death,  the  Grave, 
and  Destruction.  Death  being  the  first  Gate  which 
leads  to  the  realms  of  eternal  misery ;  it  is  placed  at  the 
end  of  a  broad  and  well  beaten  path  ;  the  Grave  comes 
next ;  and  Destruction  is  the  final  Gate  opening  into  the 
bottomless  pit,  which  the  Jews  believed  to  be  in  the 
centre  of  the  earth,  under  the  mountains  and  waters  of 
Palestine.  They  appropriated,  however,  to  their  Gehenna, 
three  different  openings  to  this  place  of  darkness ;  the 
first  is  in  the  wilderness,  and  by  that  GateEorah,  Datfaan, 
and  Abiram  descended  into  hell ;  the  second  is  in  the 
sea,  because  it  is  said  that  Jonah,  who  was  thrown  into 
the  sea,  cried  to  God  out  of  the  belly  of  hell  the  third' 
is  in  Jerusalem,  for  Isaiah  tells  us  that  the  fire  of  the 
Lord  is  in  Zion,  and  his  furnace  in  Jerusalem."  Under 
this  representation  the  three  Gates  are  Earth,  Water, 
and  Fire. 

The  same  image  was  used  by  heathen  nations  who 
made  their  Elysium  and  Tartisirus  accessible  by  the  same 
Gates.  Servius,  the  commentator  upon  Virgil,  says  that 
the  Inferni  are  divided  into  nine  circles,  accessible  by  so 
many  Gates.  The  first  contains  the  souls  of  infants ;  the 
second  the  souls  of  those  who,  through  their  simplicity, 
eould  not  conduct  themselves  like  rational  creatures ;  the 
third,  of  those  who,  through  despair,  had  laid  violent 
hands  upon  themselves;  the  fourth,  of  those  who 
perished  through  extravagant  love ;  the  fifth,  the  souls 
of  warriors;  the  sixth,  of  criminals  who  had  sufiTered  a 
violent  death.  Padsing  through  the  seventh  Gate  the 
souls  were  sabjected  to  purification  ;  which  being  com* 
pleted  in  the  eighth,  they  passed  forward  through  the 
ninth,  being  thoroughly  purified,  into  the  Elysian 
fields." 

In  the  most  early  ages  the  heathen  imagined  that  there 
were  certain  Gates  through  which  the  souls  were  to  pass 
to  their  infernal  abodes ;  and  from  thence,  it  was,  that 
they  used  this  periphrastical  form  of  speech  of  going  to 
the  Gates  of  nell,  to  signify  a  man's  dying.  Thus 
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Hezekiah  speaks,  I  said  in  the  cutting  off  of  my  days, 
that  I  shall  go  to  the  Gates  of  hell/'^»  Which  figutatiye 
expression  in  that  place  is  understood  simply  of  death; 
whereas  in  the  New  Testament  the  Gates  of  hell  signify 
the  powers  of  darkness.  The  pagans,  however,  firom 
whom  this  mode  of  speech  appears  to  have  been  borrowed, 
understood  by  the  Gates  of  hell  the  real  entrance  into 
Pluto's  dominion.  These  Gates  of  hell  are  frequently 
found  in  the  monuments  of  Greece  and  Rome.^ 

The  Persians  represented  the  soul,  in  its  progress  to 
the  perfection  of  a  better  state  of  existence,  as  passing 
up  a  tall  and  steep  Ladder,  consisting  of  innumerable 
steps,  and  opening  by  seven  Gates  into  so  many  stages 
of  happiness.  Celsus,  as  cited  by  Origen,  says  on  this 
subject;  ^Hhe  first  Gate  is  of  lead;  the  second  of  tin; 
the  third  of  brass ;  the  fourth  of  iron  ;  the  fifth  of  copper ; 
the  sixth  of  silver ;  and  the  seventh  of  gold.  The  first 
they  attribute  to  Saturn,  pretending  that  lead  denotes 
the  slowness  of  that  planet's  course ;  the  second  to  Venus, 
which  resembles  the  softness  and  splendour  of  tin ;  tiie 
third,  for  its  solidity  and  firmness,  to  Jupiter;  the  fourth 
to  Mercury,  because  iron  and  mercury  are  applicable  to 
all  sorts  of  work ;-  the  fifth,  which,  by  reason  of  its  mix- 
ture, is  of  an  unequal  nature,  to  Mars  ;  the  sixth  to  the 
Moon,  and  the  seventh  to  the  Sun,  because  gold  and 
silver  correspond  in  colour  with  these  two  luminaries." 
Thus  the  ascent  of  the  Ladder  was  graduated  and  adapted 
to  the  mythology  of  the  people,  and  terminated  m  a 
blaze  of  glory ;  for  the  Sun  was  the  supreme  deity  of  the 
Persians,  and  next  to  him  the  Moon. 

The  three  theological  virtues,  in  the  Ladder  of  Free- 
masonry, are  disposed  as  the  guardians  of  the  principal 
entrances  or  Gates,  which  are  closely  tyled  to  the  cowan, 
and  the  guides  through  the  three  stages  of  a  masons 
career.  These  may  be  likened  to  the  same  number  of 
parts  in  a  primitive  Basilica  or  Christian  church ;  viz.,  1, 
the  portico  for  the  penitents  or  unbaptised  persons ;  2, 
the  nave,  or  church  militant,  for  the  catechumens  or  those 
who  have  been  received  into  the  congregation ;  and  3, 
the  chancel  or  church  triumphant,  for  the  perfect  Chris- 
tian. 


^'  Isa.  zzzviii. 
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These  three  graces  of  a  religious  life  are  thus  placed^ 
in  conformity  with  the  description  of  their  respective 
characteristics  by  St.  Paul,  1  Cor.  xiii. ;  and  being 
exclusively  attached  to  Christianity,  and  admitted  into 
no  other  religion  that  ever  existed  on  the  face  of  the 
earth^  leaves  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masonno  alternative 
but  to  explain  them  by  the  Christian  ritual ;  although 
they  have  been  explained  by  a  transatlantic  Mason  as 
follows.  ^< Faith  is  the  genius  of  Spring;  Hope  of 
Summer;  and  Charity  of  Autumn.  Faith  of  Spring, 
because  faith  and  works  must  always  come  together; 
Hope  of  Summer,  because  from  that  point  the  Sun  looks 
vertically  down  upon  the  seeds  which  have  been  com- 
mitted in  iiEdth  to  the  fertilizing  bosom  of  the  earth; 
Charity  of  Autumn,  because  then  the  Sun  empties  his 
cornucopia  into  our  desiring  laps.  Faith  is  the  eastern 
pillar;  Charity  the  western;  and  Hope  the  keystone  of 
this  Royal  Arch."^*  It  will  be  unnecessary  to  say  that  I 
differ  in  toto  from  the  above  author,  in  his  appropriation 
of  these  sublime  virtues ;  and  solemnly  protest  against 
the  principle  of  making  Hope  instead  of  Charily  the 
keystone  of  the  arch. 

In  the  symbol  before  us  we  see  a  female  figure  seated 
at  the  foot  of  a  Ladder,  like  a  dignified  matron,  under  a 
palm  tree,  with  a  dove  holding  an  olive  leaf  in  its  mouth, 
perched  on  one  of  the  branches,  and  a  lamb  at  her  feet, 
^he  bears  a  Cross  in  one  hand,  and  a  Key  in  the  other. 
In  some  of  our  masonic  portraitures,  we  find  Faith  designar 
ted  by  a  patera  or  cup ;  which  is,  however,  a  more  appro- 
priate symbol  of  the  Roman  goddess  Fides,  who  bears  no 
resemblance  to  our  companion  of  Hope  and  Charity. 
This  deity,  who  may  be  considered  the  representative  of 
Fidelity,  had  a  temple  in  the  Capitol,  and  her  priests 
wore  white  veils ;  and  oaths  taken  in  her  name  were 
considered  peculiarly  binding.  She  was  sometimes  re- 
presented with  a  Cup,  at  others  with  a  basket  of  fhdt 
and  ears  of  corn.  Occa»onally  she  was  represented  by 
a  turtle  dove,  on  account  of  its  faithfulness  to  its  mate. 
The  most  usual  symbol,  however,  was  the  two  right 
hands  joined  together  in  the  grasp  of  friendship. 

It  is  tarue,  we  sometimes  find,  amongst  the  paintings 
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and  mosaics  of  the  middle  ages,  the  figure  of  Faith  bear- 
ing the  Patera ;  as  for  instance,  on  the  north  basement 
on  the  shrine  of  the  blessed  Virgin  at  Florence ;  but 
this  may  be  accounted  for  under  the  supposition  that 
the  artists,  being  Italian,  doubtless  took.the  symbol  from 
the  visible  attributes  of  the  Roman  goddess,  without 
ever  reflecting  that  Christian  Faith  and  the  Fides  of 
their  fanciful  pantheon  had  not  a  single  quality  in 
common,  although  the  name  might  suggest  a  similar 
appropriation. 

In  heathen  nations  a  Cup  was  the  insignia  of  Fides, 
because  it  was  esteemed  oracular ;  and  Julius  Serenus 
has  explained  the  Egyptian  method  of  divining  by  it 
The  adept  filled  it  with  water,  and  deposited  therein 
thin  plates  of  gold  or  silver  charged  with  magical  charac- 
ters. The  demon  was  then  invoked  by  certain  prescribed 
forms  of  incantation  ;  and  the  enquiries  were  answered 
by  the  cabalistical  hieroglyphics  on  the  ))lates  rising  to 
the  surface  of  the  water.  Some  say  that  if  melted  wax 
were  poured  into  the  cup,  upon  the  water,  it  would 
arrange  itself  in  the  form  of  letters,  and  thus  give  a  dis- 
tinct answer  to  the  proposed  enquiries.  It  was  for  some 
such  purpose  that  Dido  poured  put  water  from  a  Patera 
between  the  horns  of  a  wnite  cow. 

Ipsa  tenens  dextrd  Pateram  pulcherrima  Dido 
Candentis  vaccse  media  inter  comaa  fadit. 

'  Sometimes  the  Patera  was  used  by  women  for  the  pur- 

Kses  of  divination ;  and  for  these  reasons  it  can  scarcely 
esteemed  an  appropriate  symbol  of  Christian  faith. 
In  fact  its  use  is  explicitly  forbidden  in  the  Christian 
system ;  for  St.  Paul  calls  it  "  the  cup  of  devils."  lu 
the  heathen  sacrifices,  as  Macknight  informs  ns,  the 
priests,  before  they  poured  the  wine  upon  the  victim, 
tasted  it  themselves,  then  carried  it  to  the  offerers  and  to 
those  who  came  with  them,  that  they  also  might  taste 
it,  as  joining  in  the  sacrifice  and  receiving  benefit  from  it 
The  cup  of  devils  meant,  therefore,  the  sacrifice  ofifered 
to  the  aemon  or  idol,  and  was  therefore  expressly  con- 
demned. 

Amongst  the  professors  of  a  true  religion,  the  Cup 
appears  to  be  a  more  appropriate  symbol  of  Temperance 
than  of  Faith ;  and  it  was  always  so  considered  by  Jewa 
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w  well  ag  ChristiaQs»  At  a  Je^ah  feasfe,  the  preddeni 
used  to  take  a  cup  of  wine  into  his  band,  at  the  com- 
.mencement  of  the  ceremony,  and  after  solemnly  blessing 
God  for  itj  and  for  the  mercy  which  was  publicly 
acknowledged,  he  drank  himself,  and  then  circulated  it 
amongst  the  guests,  who  also  drank,  each  in  his  turn.  It 
is  called  by  David,  "  the  cup  of  salvation,"  but  Jeremiah 
terms  it,  "  the  cup  of  God's  wrath ; "  in  the  former  case 
it  was  Used  as  an  incentive  to  temperance ;  but  in  the 
latter  as  a  denunciation  against  ebriety ;  which  always 
occurred  .at  the  Jewish  carnival  of  Purim,  where,  as  in 
the  corresponding  ceremonies  of  the  Bacchanalia,  the 
rule  was,  not  to  leave  off  drinking  while  the  topers  were 
capable  of  distinguishing  between  the  phrases — Blessed 
be  Mordecai!  and  cursed  be  Haman !  For  this  reason 
the  Cup  was  also  considered  by  the  Jews  as  an  emblem 
of  the  chequered  mixture  of  good  and  evil  by  which 
human  life  is  diversified. 

The  symbols  by  which  Faith  is  here>  designated, 
possess  a  more  dignified  reference.  The  palm  tree  has 
always  been  considered  a  symbol  of  victory,  because  it  ia 
so  elastic  as  to  bend  under  any  pressure  without  break- 
iug  asunder,  and  to  regain  without  difficulty  its  former 
erect  position  when  the  pressure  is  removed;  thus 
appearing  to  be  impregnable  to  all  attacks.  Hence  it 
was  assigned  by  the  early  Christians  to  Faith,  because 
St.  John  says, "  this  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the 
world,  even  our  Faith."  "  For  a  similar  reason  it  was 
esteemed  an  emblem  of  the  immortality  to  which  Faith 
leads,  because  the  ancients  feigned  that  this  tree  never 
decays.  Mariti  reports  the  traditions  which  exist 
amongst  the  Arabs  respecting  this  extraordinary  tree. 
They  allege  that  it  will  live  for  hundreds  of  years ;  and 
they  had  not  the  vestige  of  a  tradition  amongst  them  that 
either  they  or  any  of  their  ancestors  ever  saw  a  palm  iaree 
that  died  of  itself.  It  bears  fruit  for  ever,"  and  therefore 
is  an  appropriate  emblem  of  Faith,  which,  by  its  fruits, 
produces  immortality  and  happiness.  It  was  also  a 
symbol  of  other  Christian  virtues,  viz.,  justice,  inno- 
eence,  and  a  pious  and  virtuous  life. 

The  above  interpretation  points  out,  according  to 
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PieriuSf^*  thero^fion  why  Faith  is  Bymbolized  by  a  Cro8B» 
which  is  the  true  palm  tree  of  a  ChriBtian;  and  by 
means  of  which  the  Jew  and  Gentile^will  ultimately 
form  one  church,  and  profess  one  faith,  according  to 
that  saying  of  the  Redeemer,  "  if  I  be  lifted  up  I  will 
draw  all  men  to  me."  Thus  the  faithful  servsuits  of  God 
were  marked  in  their  foreheads  with  the  sign  of  the  Cross 
to  distinguish  what  they  were,  and  to  whom  they  be- 
longed. Now,  among  Christians,  baptism,  being  the 
seal  of  the  covenant  between  God  and  man,  is  therefore, 
by  ancient  writers,  often  called  the  seal,  the  sign,  the 
mark  and  character  of  the  Lord ;  and  it  was  the  practice 
in  early  times,  as  it  is  at  present,  to  make  the  sign  of  the 
Cross  upon  the  foreheaos  of  the  parties  baptised.  The 
same  sign  of  the  Cross  was  also  made  at  confirmation ;  and 
upon  many  other  occasions  the  Christians  signed  them- 
selves with  the  sign  of  the  Cross  in  their  foreheads,  as  a 
token  that  they  were  not  ashamed  of  a  crucified  Master; 
that  on  the  contrary  they  gloried  in  the  Cross  of  Christ, 
and  triumphed  in  that  symbol  and  representation  of  it.^^ 
The  dove  is  the  inhabitant  of  a  pure  element  which 
we  hope  one  day  to  obtain  by  the  exercise  of  Faith.  It 
was  therefore  \x»ed  by  the  early  Christians,  and  adopted 
by  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  who  were  employed  in 
the  erection  of  our  magnificent  cathedrals  and  churches, 
as  a  symbol  of  this  divine  quality.  Its  application  in 
this  character  was  very  widely  disseminated.^  On  the 
reverse  of  a  coin  of  Elagabalus,  Faith  is  represented  as  a 
sitting  figure,  holding  a  turtle  dove  in  one  hand,  and  an 
ensign  in  the  other,  inscribed  Fides  Exercitus.  The 
olive  figured  the  peace  of  mind  which  the  true  and  faith- 
ful Mason  enjoys  m  the  contemplation  of  God's  perfections 
through  the  medium  of  the  glorious  symbol  under  our 
notice;  and  the  unity  and  love  which  they  bear  to  each 
other. 

The  Lamb  is  the  representative  of  the  faithful  flock  of 
the  Good  Shepherd ;  and  hence  the  use  of  the  lamb-skin 
in  a  Lodge,  as  an  emblem  of  innocence^  more  anci^t 
than  the  Golden  Fleece  or  Roman  Eagle ;  more  honour- 
able than  the  Star  and  Garter,  the  Thistle  and  Rose,  or 

Hierogiyphioa,  fo.  371.  C.  Ed.  Basil,  1579. 
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any  other  order  under  the  sun  which  can  be  conferred 
by  king,  prince,  or  potentate,  except  he  be  a  Mason* 
Indeed,  white  garmehts,  were  always  considered  as 
distinguishing  marks  of  favour.  They  were  worn  in  the 
courts  of  Pnnces;  and  the  garments  of  priests  were 
generally  white.  They  were  an  emblem  of  purity,  and 
are  therefore  interpreteid  in  the  Christian  system  by  *^the 
righteousness  of  saints."^ 

The  Cross  is  a  symbol  of  the  eternal  life  indicated  by 
a  perfect  religion ;  in  virtue*^  of  which,  all  who  believe 
shall  be  enabled  to  start  on  their  Christian  course  with 
a  full  assurance  of  Hope.  Faith  will  unlock  the  Portico 
of  the  Church  militant,  that  the  Christian  soldier  may 
enter  and  commence  his  warfare  with  the  three  great 
enemies  of  his  soul ;  and  if  he  should  be  victorious  in  the 
conflict,  and  continue  faithful  unto  death,  the  Captain  of 
his  salvation  will  give  him  a  crown  of  life.^' 

For  this  purpose  Faith  is  invested  with  a  Key,  aa 
a  symbol  or  power  and  authority  ;  which  is  especially 
referred  to  in  the  condemnation  which  was  passed  on  the 
public  teachers  in  the  law  of  Moses ;  who  are  charged 
with  having  taken  away  the  Key  of  knowledge  by  which 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  opened  to  mankind,  in  the  multi* 
tude  of  false  glosses,  superstitious  traditions,  and  hetero- 
dox interpretations  under  which  they  had  buried  the 

Eure  Word  of  God.  These  expounders  were  designated 
y  a  golden  Key,  as  the  symbol  of  their  office.^ 
The  Cross  is  in  her  lefVhand,  and  the  Key  in  her  right; 
because  the  former  is  always  conspicuous,  while  the  latter 
depends  on  the  hand  that  contains  it.  If  the  candidate 
perceives  the  Key  in  the  right  hand  of  Faith,  it  au^rs 
favourably  for  his  masonic  progress ;  because  the  n^ht 
hand  was  esteemed  auspicious,  and  was  supposed  to  point 
to  the  east,  whence  the  benign  influences  of  light  and 
heat,  motion  and  life  are  disseminated.  Thus  the  heathen 
aruspices,  when  they  made  their  observations,  always 
stooa  with  their  faces  towards  the  north,  so  that  the 
right  hand  migjjit  point  towards  the  east. 

Faith  is  placed  near  the  Holy  Bible,  to  show  that  it  is 
the  evidence  of  things  not  seen,  and  a  sure  confidence  in 
things  hoped  for.   By  the  doctrines  therein  contained^ 
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we  are  taught  to  believe  in  the  blessings  of  redemption; 
and  with  his  faith  thus  strengthened,  the  Chrietian  Mason 
is  enabled  to  ascend  the  first  step  on  the  road  to  heaven. 

This  faith  naturally  creates  a  'Hope  that  we  may  be 
partakers  of  the  promises  contained  in  the  volume  which 
IS  thus  recoihmended  to  our  notice;  and,  accordingly, 
Hope  is  represented  by  a  female  figure  resting  on  an 
ancnor,  to  symbolize  the  anchor  of  the  soul on  which 
oar  hopes  are  founded,  and  bearing  the  insignia  of  power. 
Hence  Hope  appropriately  occupies  the  centre  of  the 
space  between  earth  and  heaven ;  to  intimate  that  if  the 
faithful  brother  perseveres  in  the  uniform  practice  of  his 
moral  and  social  duties,  not  only  to  God,  but  also  to  his 
neighbour  and  himself,  be  will  finally  overcome  all  diffi- 
culties. Hope  will  unlock  the  second  gate,  and  admit 
the  zealous  Mason  into  the  Naos  of  the  Temple,  where 
he  is  allowed  to  participate  in  divine  things;  and  then 
unveils  the  glories  of  the  Church  triumphant.  With  such 
an  object  in  view,  he  manfully  labours  to  ascend  the 
steep  acclivity  for  its  attainment.  Hope  is  to  the  soul 
what  an  anchor  is  to  a  ship :  a  sure  and  steadfast  stay 
amidst  the  storms  of  temptation;  which  when  firmly 
placed  upon  the  rock  of  Ages  in  the  Holy  of  Holies, 
within  the  veil,  will  bear  him  safely  through  all  his 
difficulties. 

In  the  Heathen  mythology,  the  figure  of  Hope  is 
generally  represented  upon  medals,  a  great  number  of 
which  are  furnished  by  Montfaucon,  as  a  female  crowndi 
with  flowers,  and  resting  her  right  hand  upon  a  pillar, 
with  a  bee-hive  before  her,  out  of  which  rise  flowers  and 
ears  of  com.  She  sometimes  holds,  in  her  left  hand, 
poppies ;  sometimes  lilies,  and  at  others,  ears  of  com. 
And  most  of  these  symbols  have,  at  one  time  or  another, 
been  introduced  into  Freemasonrj^. 

When  Faith  shall  be  rescinded  by  beholding  its  glorious 
object  face  to  &ce,  and  Hope  shall  be  superseded  by 
certainty.  Charity  will  still  suosist  as  the  virtue  of  ansels 
and  just  men  made  perfect.  Its  personation  is  therefore 
rightly  placed  at  the  summit  of  the  Ladder,  where  we 
represent  it  as  a  female  seated,  with  an  infant  on  her 
lap,  and  two  children  of  unequal  ages  at  her  knees.  She 
is  also  invested  with  the  symbolical  Key,  and  has  a 
circular  Jewel  suspended  from  a  collar  round  her  neck, 
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on  wludi  is  inscribed  a  Heart  At  this  {>oint  the  Ladder 
forms  a  junction  with  the. highest  heavens,  and  penetrates 
the  regions  which  lead  to  the  throne  of  (>od. 

The  practice  of  Charity  displays  itself  in  relieving  the 
wantSt  aud  comforting  the  distresses  of  our  brethren  in 
the  flesh ;  and  this  constitutes  the  chief  boast  and  glory 
of  our  divine  science.  But  this  is  the  least  and  most 
inferior  part  of  Charity,  and  if  it  consisted  in  nothins 
more,  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine  why  St.  Paul 
should  have  given  it  such  a  decided  preference  over  the 
other  two,  by  saying,  ^<  Now  abideth  Faith,  Hope,  and 
Charity,  these  three,  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  Charity."^ 
Bishop  Home  says,  Love  cannot  work  ill  to  his 
neighbour ;  it  can  never  injure  him  in  his  person,  his 
bed,  his  property,  or  his  character;  it  cannot  so  much  as 
conceive  a  desire  for  any  thing  that  belongs  to  him.  But 
it  resteth  not  content  with  negatives.  It  not  only 
worketh  him  no  ill,  but  it  must  work  for  him  all  the 
good  in  its  power.  Is  he  hungry?  It  will  give  him 
meat.  Is  he  thirsty?  It  will  give  him  drink.  Is  he 
naked?  It  will  clothe  him.  Is  he  sick?  It  will  visit 
him.  Is  he  sorrowful  ?  It  will  comfort  him.  Is  ho 
in  prison?  It  will  go  to  him,  and,  if  possible,  bring  him 
out.  Upon  this  groimd,  wars  must  for  ever  cease  among 
nations,  dissentions  of  every  kind  among  smaller  societies, 
and  the  individuals  that  compose  them.  All  must  be 
peace,  because  all  would  be  love.  And  thus  would 
every  end  of  the  incarnation  be  accomplished ;  good  will 
to  men,  peace  on  earth,  and  to  God  on  high,  glory  to 
both." 

This  divine  virtue  consists  in  the  love  of  God  and  man, 
which  is  the  only  perfect  and  durable  quality  we  can 
possess.  Prophecies  shall  fail,  tongues  shall  cease,  know- 
ledge shall  vanish  away ;  even  Faith  will  become  useless 
when  we  see  God  as  he  is ;  and  Hope  will  be  swallowed 
up  in  certainty ;  but  Charity  will  be  the  employment  of 
just  men  for  everlasting  ages.  This  benevolent  disposi- 
tion is  made  the  great  ^characteristic  of  a  Christian,  the 
test  of  obedience,  and  the  mark  by  which  he  is  to  be 
distinguished.  This  love  for  each  other  includes  the 
qualities  of  humility,  patience,  meekness,  and  bene* 
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ficence;  without  which  we  murt  live  in  perpetuAl 
diacord ;  and  it  is  so  sublime,  so  rational,  and  so  bene* 
ficial,  so  wisely  calculated  to  correct  the  depravity, 
diminish  the  wickedness,  and  abate  the  miseries  of  human 
nature,  that  did  we  universally  practise  it,  we  should 
soon  be  relieved  from  all  the  inquietudes  arising  from 
our  unruly  passions,  as  well  as  from  all  the  injuries  to 
which  we  are  exposed  from  the  indulgence  of  the  same 
passions  in  others.'*^ 

Thus  the  exercise  of  Faith  and  Hope  having  terminated 
in  Charity,  the  Mason  who  is  possessed  of  this  divine 
quality,  in  its  utmost  perfection,  may  justly  be  deemed 
to  have  attained  the  summit  of  his  profession ;  figura- 
tively speaking,  an  ethereal  mansion  veiled  from  mortal 
eye  by  tne  starry  firmament ;  and  emblematically  depicted 
in  a  Mason's  lodge  by  stars,  which  have  an  allusion  to  as 
many  regularly  made  Masons ;  without  which  number  no 
lodge  is  perfect,  nor  can  any  candidate  be  legally  initiated 
therein. 

On  the  whole,  to  use  the  language  of  a  writer  of  the 
last  century,  the  Ladder  was  designed  for  a  type  and 
emblem  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  was  in  force 
from  the  time  of  man's  aj^stacv,  and  began  to  be  put  in 
execution  at  the  incarnation  of  our  Saviour  Christ,  that 
only  Mediator,  who  opened  an  intercourse  between  earth 
and  heaven*  To  this  mystical  meaning  of  the  Ladder, 
the  Redeemer  is  supposed  to  allude  when  he  says, 

hereafter  ye  shall  see  heaven  open,  and  the  angels  of 
God  ascending  and  descending  upon  the  Son  of  man."^ 

^*  Soame  Jenyns.  View  of  the  Xntenud  EvidoioeB  of  Chxis- 
tianity. 

John  i.,  51, 
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 W.  STRICKLAND,        P.  M.  &  STEWARD, 

Of  the  Su  Peter's  LodgCy  Peterborough. 


Mt  Dear  Brethren, 

Nothing  can  be  nu>re  natural  than  for  a  Mason  to  feel 
a  predilection  in  favour  of  the  Lodge  where  he  first  saw 
light  streaming  from  the  east,  to  convey  a  new  impetus 
to  his  understanding,  and  to  invigorate  his  reason  with 
the  bright  rayfi  of  Truth,  as  the  beams  of  the  rising  sun 
gild  objects  in  the  west  with  a  portion  of  their  gorgeous 
splendour. 

My  Alma  Mater  is  the  St.  Peter's  Lodge.  There  I 
first  imbibed  those  elements  of  masonic  knowledge  which 
formed  the  ground-work  of  all  my  subsequent  studies ; 
and  I  shall  never  forget  the  pleasurable  sensations  with 
which  I  listened  to  the  first  instructions  I  r^eived  from 
Bro.  Stevens,  who  was  then  the  Worshipful  Master.  In 
the  same  lodge  my  masonic  regeneration  was  completed,' 


19a 


THB  SYMBOL 


for  there  I  received  all  the  three  degrees.  You  will  not, 
therefore,  wonder  that  I  entertain  lively  recollections  of  a 
community  where  I  became  acquainted'  with  a  system 
which  iias  been  a  source  of  no  ordinary  pleasure  and 
satisfaction,  amidst  the  variegated  scenes  of  a  long  and 
eventful  life. 

It  was  said  of  the  Egyptian  Isis,  as  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  remarking  on  a  personal  visit  to  the  lodge  in  1843, 
and  I  repeat  it  here  to  show  that  no  change  has  taken 
place  in  my  filial  affection  and  gratitude  to  the  St.  Peter's 
Lodge ; — ^it  was  said  of  the  Egyptian  Isis,  who  was  the 
mother  of  the  Spurious  Freemasonry,  that  she  was  all 
that  was,  and  is,  and  shall  be  ;  and  that  no  mortal  was 
able  to  remove  the  veil  that  covered  her.  My  masonic 
Mother  has  acted  towards  me  a  kinder  and  more  mater- 
nal part.  She  removed  the  veil  of  darkness  and  igno- 
rance which  blinded  my  eyes  and  clouded  my  understand- 
ing; displaying  to  my  delighted  view  all  the  charms  of 
her  philosophy,  her  morality,  her  science ;  a  new  world 
of  splendour  and  surpassing  beauty,  where  Faith,  Hope, 
and  Charity,  form  a  gradual  ascent  to  the  Grand  Looge 
above;  enlightening  the  studies  of  geometrical  science 
by  the  practice  of  Temperance,  Fortitude,  Prudence,  and 
Justice  ;  and  cheering  the  road  to  heaven  by  the  charms 
of  Brotherly  Love,  Relief,  and  Truth. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Lodge  of  St.  Peter  for  having  con- 
ferred on  me  the  title  of  a  Master  Mason ;  a  title  which, 
like  our  glorious  badge  of  innocence,  I  consider  to  be 
more  ancient,  and  more  honourable,  than  anv  other  order 
under  the  sun  ;  and  I  trust  I  have  never  oisgraced  the 
confidence  which  was  then  reposed  in  me.  I  have  ever 
considered  Freemasonry  as  the  best  and  kindest  gift  of 
heaven  to  man;  subordinate  only  to  our  most  holy  reli^on. 
I  consider  it  to  be  an  institution  where  men  of  all  opimons, 
and  all  shades  of  opinion  in  religion  and  politics,  may 
meet  as  on  neutral  ground,  aad  exchange  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship ;  may  pursue  their  mental  researches  into 
the  region  of  science  and  moridity,  without  fearing  any 
collision  from  hostile  opinions  to  sever  the  links  of  har- 
tiQony  and  brotherly  love  by  which  their  hearts  are 
cemented  and  knit  together. 

The  doctrines  whicn  arise  out  of  a  consideration  of  the 
mysterious  Ladder  of  Fre^emasoniy,  are  of  a  character  so 


or  ohonr.  Idl 

ovM^belnuAg,  th&t  the  mind  with  difficulty  giraaps  the 
laighty  subject.  Freemasonry  defines  the  three  princi* 
pal  staves  or  rounds,  leaving  the  innumerable  intermediate 
ones  unnoticed,  and  applies  them  to  those  eminent  Theo- 
logical Virtues  vi^hich  no  religion  but  Christianity  con- 
siders to  be  imperative  on  the  worshippers  of  tiie 
TGAOTU. 

A  disquisition  on  these  sublime  sraoes,  as  applied  to 
the  system  of  Freemasonry,  forms  &e  subject  of  the  fol- 
lowing Lecture,  which  is  gratefully  inscribed  to  you  by 

Worshipful  §ir. 
And  dear  Brethren,  ' 
Your  faithful  firiend, 

And  Brother, 

GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Hon.  Member  of  the  St.  Peter's  Lodge. 


SCOPWICK  VlCARXaB, 

January  1,  1860. 
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On  the  Theological  Virtues^  and  their  application  to  Free- 
masonry. 

"  When  constant  Faith,  and  holy  Hope  shall  die. 
One  lost  in  certainty,  and  (me  in  joj ; 
Then  thou,  more  happy  power,  fair  Charitt, 
Triumphant  sister,  greatest  of  the  three. 
Thy  office  and  thy  nature  still  the  same. 
Lasting  thy  lamp,  and  onconsumed  thy  flatne, 

Shalt  still  survive  

Shalt  stand  before  the  Host  of  Heaven  confesty 
For  ever  blessing  and  for  ever  blest." 


More  ancient  than  the  golden  fleece. 

More  dignified  than  star 
Or  garter,  is  the  bodge  of  peace, 

Whose  ministers  we  are. 
It  is  the  badge  of  innocence 

And  ^endship*s  holy  flame ; 
And  if  you  ne'er  ^ve  that  offence. 

It  ne'er  will  bring  thee  shame." 


Op  the  Theological  Virtues  it  may  be  truly  said,  as  we 


Masonic  Ladaer,  that  they  are  innumerable,  although 
Freemasonry  classes  them  under  three  principal  heajds,as 
the  generic  parents  of  them  all.  I  b&ve  already  observed 
in  a  previous  lecture,  that  as  these  virtues  have  been  in- 
troduced into  Masonry,  it  will  be  impossible  to  treat  on 
them  perspicuously  without  a  reference  to  the  Chrijrtian 
system  ;  although  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  those  who 
invented  the  symbol  had  an  eye  to  the  life  of  man  in  its 
three  main  divisions,  youth,  manhood,  and  old  age  ;  or  in 
other  words  it  was  considered  to  be  typical  of  the  begin- 
ning, middle  and  end  of  our  existence,  prefigured  by  the 
three  degrees  of  Masonry.    These  stages,  however,  on  a 


Priob. 
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careful  examination,  will  be  found  to  correspond  with  th» 
ikree  great  Tirtues  which  mark  the  pilgrim's  course  from 
this  world  to  the  next. 

The  ancient  philosophers,  arguing  from  the  universal 
progress  of  generation,  increase,  and  decay,  held  as  a 

S^neral  principle,  that  all  things  have  a  beginning,  mid* 
e,  and  end ;  and  that  the  wise  man  who  has  begun 
well,  like  the  gradual  process  which  converts  the  rough 
into  a  perfect  ashlar,  will  pass  his  life  in  acts  of  piety 
and  virtue,  till  he  receives  his  reward  with  God,  wno  is 
all  in  all ;  the  beginning,  middle,  and  end  of  every  thing 
just.  This  reasoning  is  of  universal  obligation,  and  will 
be  found  equally  applicable  to  all  religions,  as  well  as 
to  the  system  of  Freemasonry. 

1.  In  the  Spurious  Freemasonry  initiation  was  thought 
to  convey  a  spiritual  regeneration,  somewhat  similar  to 
that  which  takes  place  at  the  baptism  of  an  infant, 
according  to  the  ritual  of  the  Church  of  England* 
Hence  the  first  iuitiation  was  frequently  made  at  a  very 
early  period,  which  was  significantlv  called  the  begin- 
ning of  life,"  and  water  w&s  profusely  used  as  the  exterior 
symbol  of  the  new  birth.  This  was  a  period  of  innocence.; 
and  the  candidate  was  clothed  in  white  robes  as  the  badge 
of  his  acquired  purity,  because  white  was  considered  to 
be  the  colour  most  acceptable  to  the  gods.  And  before 
he  could  be  ftirther  enlightened  in  the  mysterious  doc- 
trines of  the  orgies,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  prepare 
himself  by  penance  and  mortification,  and  entertain  a  ^ 
steadfast  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  the  institution  to  ooable 
him  to  lead  a  life  of  piety  and  virtue,  that  he  might  be 
prepared,  at  the  clos«  of  his  existence,  to  ascend  to  Ely- 
dam,  the  sacred  abode  of  the  celestial  deities. 

Portal  says,  in  his  valuable  Essay  on  Symbolical 
colours,  printed  in  Weale's  Architecture,  "  Christianity 
reproduces  the  doctrines  taught  in  the  mysteries.  Jesus 
said,  imless  a  man  be  bom  a^ain,  he  cannot  see  the  king- 
dom of  Qod.  The  sjnnbol  of  regeneration  was  the 
rebirth  of  nature  in  the  spring-time,  the  vegetation  of 

Slants,  of  trees,  and  the  verdure  of  the  fields.  The 
[essiah,  going  to  execution,  consecrated  this  symbol,  as 
he  had  already  established  it  by  the  parable  of  the  sower. 
Bearing  his  Cross,  he  said  to  those  who  followed  him,  if 
they  do  tb^se  things  in  a  green  tree,  what  shall  be  done 
13 
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in  the  dry?  The  green  tree  designates  the  regenerated 
man,  as  the  dry  tree  is  the  image  of  the  profane,  dead  to 
spiritual  life." 

White  robes  were  common  to  the  neophyte  in  every 
ancient  system  of  religion  throughout  the  whole  habit- 
able glqhe.  Even  amongst  the  Jews  a  similar  practice 
prevailed.  The  musicians  and  singers  in  the  services  of 
the  Temple,  were  clothed  in  white ;  ^  as  are  a  similar  de- 
scription of  men  at  the  present  day  in  our  Cathedral  and 
Collegiate  Churches.    King  Solomon,  that  Great  Master 


themselves  in  white  garments,^  and  to  let  their  actions 
display  a  corresponding  degree  of  purity  and  holiness. 
White  is  the  symbol  of  truth,  and  black  is  the  symbol  of 
error.  White  reflects  all  luminous  rays,  which  are  an 
emanation  from  the  Deity ;  while  black  is  the  negation 
of  light,  and  was  attributed  to  the  author  of  evil.  The 
former  being  the  symbol  of  Truth,  and  the  latter  of 
falsehood.  The  book  of  Genesis,  as  well  as  the  heathen 
cosmogonies  mention  the  antagonism  of  light  and  dark- 
ness. The  form  of  this  fable  varies  according  to  each 
nation,  but  the  foundation  is  everywhere  the  same; — 
under  the  symbol  of  the  creation  of  the  world,  or  the 
springing  of  light  out  of  darkness,  it  presents  the  picture 
of  initiation  and  regeneration.' 

The  beginning  of  life,  or  infancy,  is  still  characterized, 
in  every  class  of  society,  by' white  robes  or  ribbons,  to 
denote  the  sinless  innocence  of  the  new-bom  babe  after 
baptism  has  washed  away  the  stains  of  original  sin. 
And  the  Divinity  has  promised  that  every  Christian,  who 
should  preserve  his  purity  by  overcoming  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  world,  shall  be  rewarded  with  a  white  stone 
IU9  a  passport  into  the  regions  which  lie  beyond  the 
cloudy  canopy ;  for  in  that  holy  place  this  colour  is  par- 
ticularly distinguished.  Those  who  are  admitted  are 
clothed  in  white  raiment,  ride  on  white  horses,  and  are 
seated  on  white  thrones.* 

Supported  and  encouraged  by  these  authorities,  the 
early  Christians  invested  the  catechumens  with  a  white 

*  1  Chron.  xv.,  27.  "  Eocles.  ix.,  8. 
■  See  Weale's  Archit.,  Part,  v.,  p.  23. 

*  Bev.  ii.,  17,  iii.,  5-21,  vii.,  14,  ri.,  11,  nz.,  14,  zx.,  11. 


of  Masonry  in  Israel,  directed 
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robe,  accompanied  by  tUs  solemn  charge:  ^'Beceive  the 
white  anfl  undefiled  gannent,  and  prodace  it  without 
spot  at  the  gveat  tribimal,  that  you  may  obtain  eternal 
hfe."  At  the  initiation  of  a  candidate  into  Masonry, 
the  same  ceremony  is  used  to  characterize  his  newly 
acquired  pujrit^,  and  to  display  the  advantages  which  are 
now  placed  within  his  reach,  if  he  seek  after  them  with 
diligence,  zeal,  and  a  steady  faith  in  their  efficacy.  He 
is  invested  with  a  lamb's  skin  or  white  leather  apron, 
which  is  the  distinguishing  badge  of  a  Mason,  more 
ancient  and  honourwle  than  any  existing  ord6r,  being 
the  badge  of  innocence  and  bond  of  fiiendship ;  and  he 
is  strongly  exhorted  that  if  he  never  disgrace  that  glori-i 
ous  symbol  of  his  profession,  it  will  never  disgrace  him. 
And  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies,  Fidelity 
is  particularly  recommended  to  his  notice;  and  he  is 
told  that  if  this  be  his  constant  practice  throughout  the 
chequered  scenes  of  life,  *<God  will  assuredly  be  with 
Mm." 

This  spirit  of  unwavering  Fidelity,  says  a  talented 
transatlantic  Brother,  never  shrinks  from  the  declara- 
tion of  truth,  nor  cowardly  abandons  dnty  in  warning  a 
brother  of  approaching  danger,  or  labourmg  with  ai&c- 
tionate  zeal  to  reclaim  his  erring  footsteps.  It  teaches 
us  to  walk  circumspectly  ourselves,  and  to  deal  kindly 
and  faithfully  with  each  other  under  all  circumstances  in 
life.  If  a  brother  is  exposed  to  temptations,  we  must 
succour  him,  and,  if  need!^  be,  throw  around  him  all  the 
safeguards  of  moral  restraint  a  benevolent  heart  can 
devise.  Such  fidelity,  on  the  part  of  masonic  bretinren, 
would  cure  many  of  the  evils,  and  avert  many  of  the 
misfortunes  incident  to  the  weakness  and  frailties  of 
human  nature.  It  would  dry  up  many  a  fountain  of 
sorrow,  and  wipe  off  many  a  reproach  cast  on  this  ancient 
Order  of  men.  Such  fidelity  and  tender  regard,  such 
zeal  and  brotherly  love,  would  be  strictly  in  character 
with  masonic  principles,  a  proper  discharge  of  explicit 
obligations,  ana  a  direct  approach  to  the  broad  line  of 
duty  fixed  by  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Order."' 

At  the  beginning  of  life  youth  is  carefully  instructed 
in  the  cMef  truths  of  his  religion,  which  are  the  pillar 


^  Town's  Prise  Essay. 
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and  grocmd  of  fais  Futh;  fi^r  if  the  tomiatiam  of  Hk 
gnce  be  not  laid  in  early  .life,  its  ezisteiiee  at  a  mm 
advanced  period  will  be  almost  lu^lesa,  as  the  world  h 
now  constituted,  becanse  Hope  aiid  Charitr  both  spring 
from  it,  and  tbejr  are  virtues  which  ought  to  distinguiab 
the  two  following  stages  of  life.  The  newly  iniriat^ 
Mason  is  therefore  exhorted  to  strengthen  hii  Faith,  which 
is  represented  as  being  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen, 
the  substance  of  things  hoped  for;  and  by  which  we  have 
an  acknowledgment  of  a  Supreme  Bdng,  are  justified, 
accepted,  and  finally  received.  This  being  maintained, 
and  oringing' forth  its  fruits,  will  turn  Faith  into  a  vision, 
and  bring  us  to  that  ethereal  mansion  above,  wh^e  the 

i'ust  exist  in  perfect  bliss  to  all  eternity;  where  we  shall 
>e  for  ev^r  happy  with  God,  the  Great  Architect  of 
Universe,  whose  only  Son  died  for  us,  that  we  might  be 
justified  throQgh  Faith  in  his  most  precious  blood. 

This  Faith  is  indicated  in  the  colour  of  symbolical 
Masonry,  viz.,  sky  blue  or  hyacinth ;  which  the  ancient 
Christian  fathers  compared  to  the  qualities  of  the  Sala- 
mander, which  not  only  lived  in  flames,  but  extinguished 
fire.  The  hyacinth,  they  said,  if  it  be  placed  in  a  hot 
furnace,  is  unaffected,  and  even  extinguishes  it.  Thus 
this  colour  was  considered  a  symbol  of  enduring  Faith, 
which  triumphs  over  the  ardour  of  the  passions  and 
extinguishes  them.  Blue  Masonry,  in  like  manner,  enun- 
ciates such  excellent  moral  precepts  as  the  fruits  of  Faith, 
that  were  we  strictly  adherent  thereto,  we  i^ould  be 
exempted  from  the  ever-burning  fire  of  hell. 

There  is  but  one  method  of  producing  Hope  in  man- 
hood, and  Charity  in  old  age,  and  that  is,  to  educate 
children  in  the  true  principles  of  their  Faith,  or  in  othor 
words,  of  religion  and  virtue.  This  was  so  much  regard- 
ed in  the  earliest  times,  when  men  were  little  better  than 
barbarians,  that  we  might  almost  be  tempted  to  believe 
it  was  implanted  by  Nature  in  the  human  breast.  Plu- 
tarch informs  us  that  the  children  of  the  Lacedaemonians 
were  brought  up  from  their  infancy  in  obedience  to  thw 
parents,  and  profound  reverence  for  all  their  superiors  in 
age  and  authority.  They  were  instructed  both  by  pre- 
oept  and  example  to  honour  the  hoary  head ;  to  rise  fiom 
their  seats  when  an  aged  man  entered  the  room  where 
they  were  assembled;  and  to  stand  still  and  remain 
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nlent  when  they  met  him  in  the  streets  until  he  had 
passed  hj.  If  any  one  showed  himself  reiractory  to  the 
instructions  of  his  tutors  or  guardians,  or  even  murmured 
at  their  reprehensions,  they  were  severely  punished ;  and 
it  was  accounted  highly  dishonourable  in  their  parents 
if  they  did  not  repeat  the  correction  for  the  folly  and 
injustice  of  their  complaint. 

Thus  was  Faith  and  confidence  imnlanted  at  the  begiiH 
ning  of  life,  by  those  who  even  did  not  knpw  what  it 
meant  in  its  true  and  legitimate  sense,  but  called  it  by 
the  name  of  "trust  or  assurance;"  for  they  were  only 
half  civilized,  as  is  exemplified  by  what  the  same  author 
says  about  their  hatred  of  science.  "  They  looked  upon 
speculative  sciences  and  philosophical  studies  as  so  much 
time  misspent ;  and  for  this  reason  they  would  not  sufier 
the  professors  of  them  to  reside  within  the  limits  of  their 
jurisdiction ;  because  they  considered  them  as  subjects 
which  debased  the  excellency  of  virtue  by  vain  disputa- 
tions and  empty  notions." 

The  Faith  thus  inculcated  amongst  the  heathen,  was 
inoperative,  and  therefore  ineffectual  to  promote  any 

food  or  valuable  purpose.  Not  so  the  Faith  of  a  Christian 
[ason.  His  religious  belief  is  taught  to  the  youthful 
Christian  in  the  form  of  a  catechism,  which  contains  an 
epitome  of  the  terms  of  salvation ;  and  a  Confession  of 
Faith,  called  the  Apostles'  Creed,  is  so  firmly  fixed  in  the 
memory  of  every  individual,  as  never  to  be  eradicated 
amidst  the  varied  scenes  of  the  most  eventful  life.  But 
a  true  Christian  Faith  is  not  like  that  of  the  heathen,  a 
mere  dead  principle  of  assent,  opinion,  trust,  or  assur- 
ance, but  a  lively  and  unshaken  belief  in  things  not 
seen  but  hoped  for.  In  the  language  of  Bishop  Pearson, 
the  very  dust  of  whose  writinffs  has  been  compared  by 
a  competent  authority  to  gold,  "  when  anything  pro- 
pounded to  us  is  neither  apparent  to  our  sense,  nor 
evident  *  to  our  understanding,  in  and  of  itself,  neither 
certainly  to  be  collected  from  any  clear  and  necessary 
connection  with  the  cause  from  which  it  proceedeth, 
or  the  effects  which  it  naturally  produceth,  nor  is  taken 
up  upon  any  real  arguments,  or  reference  to  other 
acknowledged  truths,  and  yet  notwithstanding  appeareth 
to  us  true,  not  by  a  manifestation,  but  attestation  of  the 
truth,  and  so  moveth  us  to  assent,  not*  of  itself,  but  by 
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virtue  of  the  testimony  given  to  it,  this  is  said  property 
to  be  credible ;  and  an  assent  unto  this,  upon  such  credi- 
bility, is,  in  the  proper  notion,  Faith  or  belief."* 

2.  When  a  youth  nas  completed  his  education,  and  his 
Faith  is  confirmed  by  a  perfect  understanding  of  the 
basis  on  which  his  hopes  are  founded,  he  arrives  at  man- 
hood, and  becomes  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  reducing 
his  knowledge  to  practice  in  an  intercourse  with  his 
fellow-<^reatures.  Faith  shows  him  very  clearly  that  it 
is  by  the  manner  in  which  he  discharges  the  obligations 
of  duty  here  that  he  will  be  judged  hereafter;  and  that 
his  title  to  reward  will  be  grounded  on  his  faithftil  per- 
formance of  the  duties  he  ow^s  to  God,  his  neighbour, 
and  himself*  Such  reasoning  enlightens  his  soul  with 
the  bright  beams  of  Hope,  which 

 spring  eternal  in  the  human  breast, 

and  show  that  wise  dispensation  of  Providence,  that 

Man  nevei:  is,  bat  always  to  be  blest 

The  heathen  nations  were  fulljr  imj^ressed  with  the 
validity  of  such  reasoning;  and  it  is  strikingly  displayed 
by  the  Abbe  Barthelemi,  in  a  dialogue  between  Philocles 
and  Lysis,  in  his  learned  work  called  the  Travels  of 
Anacharsis.  It  is  rather  lengthy,  but  will  amply  repay 
a  serious  perusal,  as  the  sentiments  are  purely  masonic, 
and  applicable  to  our  present  purpose. 

Phiiocles.    What  service  is  inost  pleasing  to  God  ? 

Lysis.  Purity  of  heart.  His  favour  is  sooner  to  be 
obtained  by  virtue  than  by  offerings.  ^ 

Philocles.  Is  this  doctrine,  which  is  taught  by  the 
philosopher,  acknowledged  also  by  the  priests? 

Lysis.  They  have  caused  it  to  be  engraven  on  the 
gate  of  the  temple  of  Epidaurus,  Entrance  into  these 
places  is  permitted  only  to  pure  sonls.  It  is  loudly  declared 
m  our  holy  ceremonies ;  in  which,  when  the  priest  has 
said.  Who  are  those  who  are  here  OMembledf  the  multitude 
reply,  Oood  and  virtuous  people. 

Philocles.  Have  your  prayers  for  their  object  the 
goods  of  this  world? 

Lym.   No ;  I  know  not  but  they  may  be  hurtful ;  and 


*  PeanoKi  on  Hie  Creed,  Art,  i. 
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I  should  fear  lest  the  Deit  jy  offended  at  the  indiscretioa 
of  my  petitions,  should  grant  my  request. 

PhUocUs.    What,  then,  do  you  ask  of  him  ? 

Lysis.  To  protect  me  against  my  passions ;  to  grant 
me  true  beauty*  which  is  that  oi  tne  soul,  and  the 
knowledge  and  yirtue  of  which  I  haye  need ;  to  bestow 
on  me  the  power  to  refrain  from  committing  any  injust- 
ice $  and,  especially,  the  courage  to  endure  the  injustice 
of  others. 

Philodes*  What  ought  we  to  do  to  render  ourselyes 
agreeable  to  the  Deity  ? 

Ly»s.  To  remember  that  we  are  eyer  in  his  presence, 
to  undertake  nothing  without  imploring  his  assistance,  to 
aspire  in  some  degree  to  resemble  him  by  iustice  and 
sanctity,  to  refer  to  him  all  our  actions,  to  fulfil  punctu- 
ally the  duties  of  our  condition,  and  to  consider  as  the 
first  of  them  all,  that  of  being  useful  to  mankind ;  for 
the  more  good  we  do,  the  more  we  merit  to  be  ranked 
among  the  number  of  his  children  and  friends. 

Philocles.  May  we  obtain  happiness  by  obserying 
these  precepts? 

Lysis.  Doubtless ;  since  happiness  consists  in  wisdom, 
and  wisdom  in  the  kiiowledge  of  God. 

PhUacles.  But  this  knowledge  must  be  yery  imperr 
feet. 

Lysis.  And  therefore  we  can  only  enjoy  perfect  hap- 
piness in  another  life. 

In  the  aboye  quotation  we  haye  a  copious  illustration 
of  the  moral  duties  attendant  on  the  yirtue  of  Hojpe 
amongst  the  followers  of  Pythagoras;  and  their  practice 
might  be  recommended  to  some  who  haye  receiyed  the 
initiatory  sacrament  of  baptism.  In  the  lectures  of 
Masonry,  Hope  is  defined  to  be  the  anchor  of  the  soul 
both  sure  and  steadfast;  and  it  is  symbolized  by  the 
colour  of  purple,  which  was  assigned  by  the  ancients  to 
death,  as  the  gates  of  Elysium,  because  those  who  haye 
liyed  piously,  hope  to  be  translated  to  that  blessed 
region,  where  they  will  be  happy  amidst  fields  of  purple 
roses.  Hence  Homer  pronounces  death  to  be  ''a  purple 
gloiy." 

Tne  ancients  had  so  great  an  esteem  for  this  magnifi- 
cent colour,  that  it  was  especially  consecrated  to  the 
seryice  of  the  Deity,  and  was  supposed  to  be  capable  of 
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appeasing  his  wrath.  Hoses  made  use  of  cloths  of  iliis 
colour  for  the  Taberuacle,  and  for  the  habiliments  of  the 
high  priest;  and  the  Babylonians,  in  like  manner,  clothed 
their  idols  in  purple.  For  some  such  reason  this  colour 
was  made  symbolical  of  the  virtue  of  Hope,  which 
Christianity  as  well  as  Masonry  defines  to  be  the  anchor 
of  the  soul,  because  it  is  both  sure  and  steadfast.  The 
same  attributes  are  applied  to  the  purple  colour  of  the 
ancients,  which  was  so  firm,  that  no  length  of  time  could 
make  it  fade.  Plutarch  tells  us,  in  his  life  of  Alexander, 
that  the  conqueror  found,  amongst  the  treasures  of  the 
kings  of  Persia,  a  prodigious  quantity  of  purple  stufli, 
which  had  been  stored  un  for  180  years,  and  yet  pre- 
served all  their  primitive  lustre  and  freshness. 

Manhood  may  be  compared  to  the  second  degree  of 
Masonry,  or,  "the  middle,"  in  the  language  of  the 
philosophers,  not  merelv  because  it  is  intermediate  be- 
tween the  first  and  third,  but  because  it  is  practical,  and 
teaches  the  sciences,  which  constitute  th^  employment 
of  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  when  their  minds  are  vigor- 
ous, and  their  bodies  active  and  capable  of  enduring 
fiitigue.  The  second  degree  also,  by  the  splendid  appear- 
ances in  the  Middle  Chamber,  which  are  but  a  glimpse 
of  greater  glories  in  reserve  for  the  successful  aspirant, 
who  aims  at  something  beyond  the  veil,  infuses  a  Hope 
of  participating  in  that  more  perfect  knowledge  which 
is  communicated  in  the  sublime  degree. 

In  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ham- 
burgh to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  U.  S.,  dated 
A.D.  1840,  the  following  passage  occurs,  which  is  appli- 
cable to  the  subject  in  hand.  "We  have  one  God  and 
Lord;  we  all  Hope  for  one  heaven.  This  unites  the 
Mason  to  every  man,  and  teaches  him  to  overlook  many 
faults  in  others  which  might  else  have  wounded  his 
feelings,  and  preserv^es  the  good-will  of  those  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  his  opponents.  Thus  Masonry  may 
be  made  the  means  of  accomplishing  the  commands  (H* 
the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe.  He  who  is  the 
best  Christian,  the  most  faithful  man,  will  be  also  the 
best  Mason.  So  let  it  be  in  the  profane  world  and  in 
church  relations, — ^live  in  brotherhood  and  peace.  Let 
Freemasons  be  thus  united,  and  they  will  stand  like  an 
impenetrable  phalanx,  full  of  joy  and  the  hope  of  vie- 
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tory/'  If,  therofore,  we  be  fidthful  onto  death,  Hope 
will  present  us  with  a  crown  of  life* 

Brotherly^  love  i«  the  virtue  of  the  middle  period  of 
life,  and  constitutes  a  distinguishing  characteristic  of  a 
Fellowcraft  Mason.  In  primitive  times  the  great  body 
of  the  fraternity  seldom  advanced  beyond  that  degree ; 
and  it  included  many  other  shining  virtues,  and  amongst 
the  rest  Fidelity,  which  is  an  essential  ingredient  in 
Brotherly  Love  or  Friendship ;  and  without  fidelity  Hope 
cannot  exist*  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  human  hap-* 
piness  is  suspended  on  this  virtue.  Wherever  it  is  found 
to  exist  in  perfection,  there  we  may  look  for  the  stamina 
which  cements  the  social  condition  of  man.  Lavater 
has  laid  it  down  as  an  axiom  to  examine  what,  and 
how,  and  where,  and  when,  a  man  praises  or  censures; 
he  who  always,  and  everywhere,  md,  as  to  essentials,  in 
an  uniform  manner,  censures  and  blames,  is  a  man  that 
may  be  depended  upon." 

In  this  man  we  see  the  perfection  of  fidelity,  and  with 
him  we  may  expect  to  enjoy  uninterrupted  firiendship, 
which  is  superior  to  all  worldly  pleasures.  A  mutual 
interchange  of  soul  and  sentiment  will  produce  unalloyed 
satisfaction,  where  the  feelings  and  propensities  are  un^ 
restricted  either  b^  suspicion  or  doubt,  and  perfect 
oonfidence  reigns  triumphant.  It  is  the  feast  of  reason 
and  the  flow  of  soul,  including  comfort  in  affliction, 
solace  in  sickness,  and  consolation  amidst  the  frowns  and 
persecutions  of  an  ungracious  world. 

This  unalloyed  friendship,  arising  out  of  fidelity,  the 
afispring  of  Hope,  forms  one  of  the  chief  recommenda- 
tions of  the  masonic  system ;  although  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  in  the  world  the  instances  of  it  are  not  so  numerous 
as  might  be  wished,  if  we  are  to  credit  the  opinion  of 
him  who  said,  that  though  his  acquaintances  would  fill 
a  cathedral,  his  friends  might  be  contained  in  the  pulpit. 
A  masonic  writer  of  the  last  century  says  that  the  sys- 
tem of  Masonry  is  established  on  the  compreheninve 
plan  of  universality.  •*  Were  friendship,"  he  continues, 
"  confined  to  the  spot  of  our  nativity,  its  operation  would 
be  partial,  and  imply  a  kind  of  enmity  to  other  nations. 
Where  the  interests  of  one  country  interfere  with  those 
of  another.  Nature  dictates  an  adherence  to  the  welfare 
of  our  own  immediate  connections  f  but,  tuch  iQt«rfe-> 
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ranee  apart,  the  true  Mason  is  a  eitizen  of  the  world,  and 
his  philanthropy  extends  to  all  the  human  race.  tJnin- 
fluenced  by  local  prejudices,  he  knows  no  preference  in 
virtue  but  according  to  its  degree,  from  whatever  country 
or  clime  it  may  spring." 

A  striking  illustration  of  the  virtue  of  Fidelity  in  a 
subject  towards  his  prince,  is  recorded  of  Bishop.  Lati* 
mer ;  who  having  preached  what  was  considered  to  be 
an  offensive  sermon  before  King  Henry  VIII.,  he  was 
commanded  to  apologize  from  tne  pulpit  in  the  king's 
presence  on  the  following  Sunday ;  and  for  this  purpose 
he  commenced  his  sermon  thus:  ''Hugh  Latimer,  dost 
thou  know  to  whom  thou  art  this  day  to  speak  ?  To 
the  high  and  mighty  monarch,  the  king's  most  excellent 
Majesty,  who  can  take  away  thy  life  if  thou  offendest ; 
therefore,  take  heed  thou  speakest  not  a  word  that  may 
displease.  But  then  consider  well,  Hu^,  dost  thou  not 
know  from  whence  thou  comest,  and  upon  whose  mes- 
sage thou  art  sent?  Even  by  the  GYeat  and  Mighty 
God,  who  is  always  present,  and  who  beholdeth  all  thy 
wavs,  and  who  is  able  to  cast  both  body  and  soul  into 
hell  together ;  therefore,  take  care  that  thou  deliver  thy 
messaffe  faithfully;"  and  he  then  proceeded  to  deliver 
the  self-same  sermon  which  he  had  preached  on  the  pre- 
ceding Sunday.  After  dinner  the  king  commanded  the 
bishop's  attendance,  and  asked  him  how  he  dared  to 
conduct  himself  in  that  offensive  manner?  He  replied 
that  it  was  in  the  honest  discharge  of  his  duty  both  to 
God  and  the  king;  and  that  he  could  not  have  acted 
otherwise  with  a  quiet  conscience.  His  Majesty,  con- 
trary to  the  expectations  of  the  court,  applauded  his 
fidelity,  and  thanked  God  that  he  at  least  possessed  one 
honest  and  faithful  servant. 

If  this  species  of  fidelity  were  carried  out  in  all  the 
relations  of  private  life,  the  effects  would  promote  the 
general  good.  A  sincere  friend  is  no  flatterer.  He  will 
reprove  error,  as  well  as  applaud  virtue ;  and  the  one  is 
not  more  necessary  to  the  best  interests  of  his  friend 
than  the  other.  Admonition  is  as  useful  to  preserve  the 
health  of  the  mind,  as  medicine  is  to  restore  that  of  the 
body;  and  however  it  naay  wound  a  sensible  man's  self- 
love,  he  will  receive  it  as  a  tribute  of  firiendship  of  the 
greatest  value.   For  this  reason,  our  ancient  brethren, 
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when  they  composed  those  valuable  ehai^s  which  are 
above  all  praise,  considered  it  their  duty  to  admonish 
every  brother,  in  the  regulation  of  his  behaviour  at  home, 
and  in  his  own  neighbourhood,  "  to  act  as  becomes  a 
moral  and  a  wise  man ;  particularly,  not  to  let  his  family, 
fiiends,  and  neighbours,  &now  the  concerns  of  the  lodge, 
&c. ;  but  wisely  to  consult  his  own  honour,  and  that  of 
the  ancient  brotherhood." 

Such  are  the  instructions  given  to  the  Fellowcraft 
Mason  to  stimulate  his  Hope ;  and  if  he  models  his  life 
and  conduct  by  these  and  similar  precepts  contained  in 
the  Volume  at  the  foot  of  the  Ladaer,  he  will  finally,  in 
the  expressive  language  of  Masonry,  overcome  all  diffi* 
culties,  and  inherit  a  glorious  reward." 

3.  Aa  we  descend  into  the  vale  of  years,  the  practice 
of  Brotherly  Love  \>t  Charity,  which  began  in  man- 
hood, is  consummated  at  the  prime  of  life ;  and  accord- 
ingly iQ  the  third  and  last  degree  of  Masonry,  death  and 
the  resurrection  are  plainly  set  forth.  The  mortality 
and  corruption  of  the  oody,  as  well  as  the  immortality 
of  the  soul  are  strikingly  symbolized  by  a  coffin,  shuli, 
.  and  bones,  as  emblems  of  the  former,  surmounted  by  a 
blooming  spriff  of  cassia,  to  B3rmbolize  the  latter ;  and 
the  same  awful  doctrines  are  typified  in  the  com,  wine, 
oil,  and  salt,  which  are  used  at  the  consecration  of  our 
lodges ;  all  appertaining  to  the  third  degree  of  Masonry  ^ 
and  like  the  achievements  of  modem  chemistry,  facili- 
tate and  elevate  our  idea  of  that  splendid  change  which 
may  pass  on  the  meanest  relics  of  mortality.  We  had 
seen,  it  is  granted,  more  wondrous  transformations  in 
Natdre,  so  early,  indeed,  and  so  often,  that  we  forgot  to 
consider,  and  admire  them  ;  we  know  that  He,  by  whom 
all  things  were  made,  must  have  energy  whereby  He 
is  able  to  subdue  all  things  to  himself;  but  when  a 
human  artificer,  who  confessedly  knows  nothing  of  the 
substance  of  that  matter  on  which  he  operates,  or  of  that 
mind  by  which  he  investigates  its  properties,  obtains,  by 
sure  processes,  a  vital  fluid  (oxygen  gas)  from  a  coarse 
mineral ;  and  inflammable  air  (hydrogen  gas)  firom  water  $ 
and  shining  metals  (potassium  and  sodium)  n'om  the  ashes 
of  wood  or  searweeds ;  philosophy  thus  seems,  by  her  own 
advances,  to  cast  more  and  more  of  practical  scom  on  her 
own  incredulous  question,  How  are  the  dead  raised  up. 
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And  with  what  body  do  they  <^ome  t  Shall  a  irail  aod 
puny  inquisitor  of  Nature,  whose  hand  and  head  must 
soon  return  to  dust,  effect  changes  thus  surprising ;  and 
He  who  created  the  operative  hand,  the  inquisitive  eye, 
the  inventive  mind — shall  He  not  show  us  greater  woits 
than  these,  that  we  may  marvel  ?  Measure  the  probable 
excellence  of  the  work  by  the  infinite  superiori^  of  the 
agent,  and  then  conceive  how  magnificently  he  is  able  to 
verify  the  prophetic  worda.  It  is  sown  in  dishonour,  it  is 
raised  in  glory;  it  is  sown  in  weakness,  it  is  raised  in 
power/" 

All  the  above  B}rmbols  are  calculated  to  show  the  un* 
certainty  of  life,  the  certainty  of  death  and  judgment, 
and  the  necessity  of  practising  Charity,  and  doing  the 
works  of  a  righteous  man  that  we  may  have  a  righteous 
man's  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

This  virtue  is  indicated  in  Masonry  by  the  crimson  or 
rose  colour,  which  was  a  symbol  of  regeneration ;  for 
the  candidate  is  considered  perfectly  regenerated  as  a 
Mason,  when  he  has  been  raised  to  the  third  defi^ee. 
M.  Portal,  who  is  a  competent  authority  on  the  symbolic 
zation  of  colours,  says,  there  is  a  relation  between  rose 
colour  and  Christian  baptism  which  opena  the  doors  of 
the  sanctuary ;  a  relation  which  is  again  found  in  the 
Latin  word  rosa^  derived  from  rosy  the  dew  or  rain ;  the 
rose  tree  being  the  image  of  the  regenerated,  while  dew 
is  the  symbol  of  regeneration.  HorapoUo  tells  us  that 
the  Egyptians  represented  the  human  sciences  by  wattf 
falling  from  heaven.  Among  this  nation  the  sciences 
were  witiiin  the  temple's  precincts,  and  revealed  only  to 
the  initiated.  In  their  spurious  Freemasonry  the  rose 
was  a  symbol  of  regeneration  and  love.  The  ass  of 
Apuleius  recovered  the  human  form  by  eatmg  crimaon 
roses  presented  to  him  by  the  high  priest  of  Isia.  In 
effect  it  is  only  by  appropriating  to  himself  the  Love 
and  Wisdom  of  the  Deity,  signified  by  red  and  white,  and 
by  their  union  in  the  rose,  that  the  regenerated  neophyte 
casts  away  his  brutal  paesions,  and  becomes  truly  a 
man. 

Charity  forms  the  basis  of  the  masonic  institution ;  and 
I  shall  not  consider  myself  out  of  order  by  telling  you 

*  Owpherd,  Private  Devotion,  p.  905. 
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wbat  the  Lodge  Lectures  say  of  it.  The  definition  was 
originally  extracted  from  a  valuable  little  book  which 
was  in  every  body's  hands  sixt^  years  ago,  called, 
"  Economy  of  Human  Life,"  and  is  very  expressive  of 
the  virtue  it  is  intended  to  illustrate.  Charity !  O  how 
lovely  in  itself!  It  is  the  brightness  and  greatest  orna- 
ment of  our  masonic  profession.  Benevolence,  th  ecom- 
panion  of  heaven-bom  Charity,  is  an  honour  to  the  heart 
trom  which  it  springs ;  and  is  by  Masons  nourished  and 
cherished.  •  Happy  is  the  man  who  hath  sown  in  his 
breast  the  seeds  of  benevolence,  the  produce  of  which  is 
love  and  charity ;  he  envieth  not  his  neighbour,  he 
believeth  not  a  tale  when  reported  by  a  slanderer,  he 
forgiveth  the  injuries  of  men,  and  blotteth  them  out  from 
his  recollection.  Then  let  us  remember  that  we  ure 
Masons  and  men  ;  let  us  ever  be  ready  to  assist  the  needy 
if  it  be  in  our  power  to  do  so ;  and  in  the  most  pressing 
time  of  necessity  let  us  not  withhold  a  liberal  hand,  so 
shall  the  most  heartfelt  pleasure  reward  our  labours,  and 
the  produce  of  love  and  charity  will  most  assuredly 
follow. 

In  working  out  this  beneficent  principle,  which  holds 
the  highest  rank  amongst  the  Theological  virtues,  aiid  in 
the  figurative  language  of  Masonry,  will  exalt  its  pro- 
fessors to  an  ethereal  mansion  in  the  skies,"  Freemasonry 
has  regard  t6  the  three  stages  of  destitution — that  of 
infancy,  unavoidable  misfortune,  and  extreme  old  age. 
For  all  of  these  when  proved  worthy,  relief  is  at  hand. 
The  destitute  orphans  of  deceased  brethren  are  placed 
in  schools  where  they  are  clothed,  taught,  and  fed ; 
where  they  are  brought  up  in  the  practice  of  religion 
and  virtue  ;  and  when  they  arrive  at  the  proper  age,  are 
placed  in  situations  Where  theu"  previous  training  may 
make  them  good  and  worthy  members  of  society. 

Here,  then,  we  have  an  unquestionable  proof  of  the 
operation  of  Freemasonry  on  society  in  general.  The 
Royal  Cumberland  School  for  the  orphan  children  of 
Freemasons  was  found  to  operate  so  beneficially,  even  at 
its  first  estabUsment  in  1789,  and  was  fraught  with  such 
an  abundance  of  unalloyed  good,  that  other  public  bodies 
soon  found  it  their  interest  to  imitate  so  laudable  an 
example.  On  this  model  the  National  and  British  Schools 
were  formed ;  as  well  as  the  School  at  St.  John's  Wood 
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for  tlie  orphBn  childrm  of  the  Clergy,  and  msBj  otben 
which  have  a  similar  end  in  view;  thus  proclainung  the 
extensive  advantages  to  all  orders  and  descriptions  of 
people,  which  have  resalted  from  the  benignant  example 
of  Freemasonry. 

Again ;  our  aged  brethren  who  have  passed  their  lives 
in  the  practice  of  masonic  principles,  and  have  acquired 
the  approbation  of  mankind  in  their  several  stations;  ii, 
in  the  decline  of  life,  misfortune  overtakes  them,  tiiey 
are  entitled  to  the  OTOvisions  of  an  Asylum,  and  Annuity 
Fund,  which  will  afford  them  the  means  of  subsistence; 
will  contribute  to  make  the  closing  hours  of  their  pilgrim- 
age a  scene  of  serenity  and  conSbrt,  and  enable  them 
to  prepare  to  meet  their  God  at  the  approach  of  that 
period  when  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  and  the 
weary  are  at  rest. 

But  the  influence  of  masonic  charity  does  not  rest 
here;  for  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Order 
IS,  ^<  not  to  halt  in  the  walk  of  benevolence  while  any- 
thing remains  undone."  And  therefore  we  have  also  a 
fund  of  Benevolence,  from  which  relief  is  extended  to 
those  whom  calamity  may  have  visited ;  and  whose  career 
of  usefulness  has  been  clouded  by  any  casual  mischance. 
These  donations  have,  in  numerous  instances,  proved  the 
means  of  averting  ruin,  by  removing  any  temporary  diffi- 
culty which  the  inadvertence  of  others  may  have  thrown 
in  the  way.  The  insolvency,  for  instance,  of  any  person 
whose  dealings  have  been  extensive,  may  involve  many 
innocent  and  industrious  families  in  calamity,  and  in  the 
absence  of  some  friendly  aid,  may  terminate  in  their 
utter  ruin.  In  such  cases  the  fund  of  Benevolence  is  at 
hand,  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Officers  of  a  Lodge 
will  produce  immediate  relief  t<t  ward  off  the  danger, 
and  give  time  for.  the  energies  of  a  worthy  man  to  expand 
themselves,  until  he  is  able,  like  the  Bruce,  in  ancient 
Scottish  history,  to  surmount  the  difficulty,  and  replace 
himself  in  the  position  from  which  the  unexpected 
casualty  had  threatened  to  remove  him. 

Such  instances  redound  highly  to  the .  credit  of  the 
masonic  institution,  and  force  a  conviction  of  its  utility 
on  the  mind,  even  of  the  most  sceptical  casuist.  And 
thev  do  more  than  this.  They  extend  the  benefits  of  the 
Order  to  society  in  general,  by  restoring  a  confidence  in 
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worldly  aflhirs  which  might  otherwise  be  destroyed;  md 
many  families  may  be  benefited  by  the  renewed  solvency 
of  one,  who,  but  for  the  aid  thus  needfully  imparted^ 
would  perhaps  have  been  tlie  innocent  cause  of  ruin,  or 
at  least  mischance  to  others. 

The  fund  of  Benevolence  also  extends  its  benefits  to 
the  widows  of  worthy  brethren,  and  enables  them,  by  a 
timely  donation,  to  wind  up  satisfactorily  the  worldly 
affairs  of  him  they  have  lost,  and  to  place  themselves  in 
some  station  by  which  they  may  provide  the  necessaries 
of  life  fbr  the  future.  And  there  are  many  cases  on 
record  where  the  Grand  Lodge  has  bountifully  granted  to 
such  interesting  objects  of  benevolence,  the  sum  of  £50, 
or  even  £100,  to  avert  the  evils  ,  of  poverty  and  indi- 
gence from  those  who  have  seen  better  days,  and  who 
consequently  are  quite  unprepared  for  a  sudden  change 
from  comparative  opulence  to  absolute  want. 

Such  obvious  examples  of  munificent  assistance  have 
stamped  Masonry  with  the  seal  of  universal  approbation. 
Its  benefits  are  known,  and  its  benevolent  principles 
being  thus  applied  to  promote  the  interests  of  virtue,  arfe 
estimated  by  the  world  as  the  undoubted  emanations  of 
a  real  love  for  that  benignant  religion  which  teaches 
Charity  and  Brotherly  Love  as  the  perfection  of  Faith 
and  Hope.  There  is  no  alloy  to  the  pleasure  which  the 
dispensation  of  such  benefits  produces  in  the  mind ;  and 
it  may  be  reflected  on  at  all  times,  as  being  well  pleas- 
ing to  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe ;  because  it 
is  an  axiom  which  cannot  be  refuted,  that  no  life  is  so 
acceptable  to  Him,  as  that  which  contributes  to  the  wel- 
fare of  our  fellow  creatures. 

Here,  then,  Freemasonry  stands  unrivalled.  No  other 
private  institution  supports  so  many  charities,  or  contri- 
butes so  largely  to  lighten  the  evils  of  life.  The  great 
moralist  says,  man  is  a  transitory  being,  and  his  designs 
must  partake  of  the  imperfections  of  their  author.  To 
confer  duration  is  not  always  in  our  power.  We  must 
snatch  the  present  moment  and  employ  it  well,  without 
too  much  solicitude  for  the  future,  and  content  ourselves 
with  reflecting  that  our  part  is  performed.  He  that  waits 
for  an  opportunity^  to  do  much  at  once,  mav  breathe  out 
his  life  m  idle  wishes,  and  regret,  in  the  last  hour,  his 
usefess  intentions  and  barren  sseal.'^ 
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The  stream  of  masooic  charity  is  coiwtaat  and  nevei- 
f^ling*  Every  class  contributes  to  the  fund,  and  every 
class  derives  some  benefit  from  its  application.  The  rich 
are  amply  repaid  in  the  satisfaction  of  mind  which  it  pro- 
duces ;  and  the  poor  have  their  reward  at  times  of  the 
most  pressing  need.  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters, 
and  it  will  return  to  thee  in  many  days. 

The  distinguishing  feature  in  the  distribution  of  our 
benevolence  is  that  the  instances  of  it  are  known  to  very 
few,  even  of  our  own  body,  and  are  never  proclaimed  to 
the  world.  Our  alms  may  be  truly  said  to  be  done  in 
private,  as  were  those  of  t^e  secret  chamber  of  the  Jews, 
where  money  was  privately  contributed  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor.  There  were  two  chambers  in  the  sanctuary : 
one  of  which,  called  "  the  chamber  of  Setrets,"  was  the 
place  where  pious  persons  deposited  their  charities  for 
the  maintenance  of  poor  children.  The  Jews  appear  to 
have  entertained  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  merit  of  pri- 
vate charities.    R.  Jaunai,  seeing  a  certain  person  give  a 

Eiece  of  money  to  a  poor  man,  told  him  that  it  would 
ave  been  much  better  to  have  given  him  nothing  than 
to  have  done  it  so  publicly.  And  our  Saviour  Christ 
mentions  benevolence  before  prayer ;  intimating  that  it 
would  be  well  to  precede  all  supplications  to  God  by  the 
practice  of  charity  to  man. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  Freemasonry  confines  ita 
charities  solely  to  its  own  body ;  for,  it  was  justly  repre- 
sented in  the  Morning  Herald  some  years  affo,  that  the 
sum  of  £3000,  contributed  in  India,  principally  amongst 
the  Freemasons,  had  been  placed  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Mansion  House  Committee,  for  the 
relief  of  the  destitute  poor  of  that  country. 

These  human  institutions  of  a  refined  benevoleneet 
which  sp^ng  from  Faith  and  Hope,  are  lively  indicattont 
of  that  Charity  which  is  divine ;  the  spiritual  love  of  God 
and  our  brethren  in  the  flesh.  This  is  the  sublime  virtue 
wh]ch  opens  the  gates  of  heaven;  symbolized,  as  we 
have  already  seen,  by  the  Rose.  And  hence  Charity  or 
Brotherly  Love  teaches  us  to  conceal  the  faults  and 
infirmities  of  our  brethren,  or  to  speak  of  them  under  the 
Rosef  and  endeavour  to  reclaim  them  from  vice  to  virtue 
and  lead  them  to  the  practice  of  Religion,  whose  ways 
are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peaoOi 
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If  our  eadeayouni  to  produce  this  auspietous  change  in 
the  heart  and  affections  be  suceesfiful,  we  shall  r^ize 
the  happiness  of  the  angels  of  heaven,  who  are  repre- 
sented as  rejoicing  over  a  sinner  that  repenteth.  It  he 
Buffer  from  the  pestilential  breath  of  calumny  and  defa* 
mation,  Charity  incites  us  to  undertake  his  vindication, 
and  restore  his  good  name.  Are  we  injured,  we  must 
for^ve ;  if  our  enemy  is  placed  in  our  power,  we  must 
be  merciful;  for  Freemasonry  teaches  us  to  cultivate 
brotherly  love,  the  foundation  and  capestone,  the  cement 
and  glory  of  our  ancient  fraternity ;  to  avoid  all  wrang- 
ling and  quarrelling,  all  slander  and  backbiting ;  not  to 
permit  pthers  to  slander  any  honest  brother,  but  to 
aefend  his  character  and  do  him  all  good  offices,  as  far  as 
is  consistent  with  our  honour  and  ssaety.'* 

Charity  envieth  not — we  must  not  either  repine  at  the 
good  fortune  of  our  brother,  or  r^oice  at  his  calamities ; 
for  Freemasonry  teaches  us  to  let  ''the  hand  and  the 
heart  unite  in  promoting  his  wel&re,  both  temporal  and 
spiritual,  and  rejoicing  in  his  prosperity."  Charity  thinkr 
e^  no  evil — we  must  not  put  a  bad  construction  on  ouj: 
brother's  words,  because  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  know 
the  motives  by  which  he  is  actuated.  And  in  nine  case« 
out  of  ten,  W  we  presume  to  judge  him  by  the  standard 
of  our  own  feelings,  we  shall  be  guilty  of  passing  an 
munerited  sentence  upon  him,  and  perhaps  also  upon 
ourselves.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  our  duty,  as  Masons,  to 
follow  the  advice  containeid  in  the  First  Great  light: 
'^love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good 
to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  despite- 
fitlly  use  you  and  persecute  you,  that  you  may  be  the 
children  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven."' 

Freemasonry  teaches  us  further,  in  the  exercise  of  this 
umveisal  Charity,  to  ''  respect  a  genuine  brother,  and  if 
he  is  in  want  to  relieve  him,  or  mrect  him  how  he  may 
be  relieved.  We  must  employ  him  in  some  good  work, 
or  else  recommend  him  to  be  so  employed.  But  we  are 
not  charged  to  do  beyond  our  ability;  only  to  prefer  ^ 
poor  brother  that  is  a  good  man  and  true,  beiore  any 
iOther  poor  pepple  in  the  same  circumstances."* 

This  state  of  perfection  the  heathen  could  either 


'  Matt  T.,  44. 
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understand  nor  acquire.  It  is  true  they  pretended  that 
their  mysteries  would  restore  the  soul  to  its  primitive 
purity,  and  release  it  from  those  shackles  by  which  it  is 
restricted  in  its  worldly  tabernacle;  that  initiation  is  the 
wecursor  of  a  happy  life  here,  and  an  introduction  to 
Elysium  hereafter,  by  the  communication  of  divine  know- 
ledge, and  a  spiritual  regeneration.  To  attain  which  the 
neophyte  underwent  four  proofs  of  purification  by  the 
elements.  The  earth  represented  the  darkness  of  the 
profane ;  water  or  baptism  was  the  emblem  of  exterior 
regeneration,  by  triumphing  over  temptations ;  air  de- 
signated divine  truth,  enlightening  the  understanding  of 
the  candidate,  as  ^re,  or  the  Supreme  Being  openeahis 
heart  to  love  divine.  The  symbolic  proofs  were  purely 
exterior ;  they  figured  the  four  matenal  spheres  through 
which  he  must  pass  before  attaining  the  three  heavens 
represented  on  earth  by  the  three  degrees  of  initiation, 
which  confer  a  spiritual  regeneration.^®  And  when  he 
had  nassed  to  the  highest  degree,  he  was  introduced  to 
an  illuminated  apartment,  the  type  of  Elysium,  where, 
as  Apuleius  expresses  it,  having  arrived  at  the  gate  of 
death,  and  seen  the  dreary  abode  of  Proserpine,  he  was 
relieved  by  passing  through  the  elements,  and  beheld  at 
midnight  the  sun  shining  vnth  meridian  splendour.  And 
more  than  this,  Plato  tells  us  that  the  regenerated  candi- 
date saw  celestial  beauty  in  all  its  dazzling  radiance,  and 
joining  in  the  blessed  anthem,  he  was  admitted  to  tiie 
beatific  vision  of  heaven,  and  pronounced  perfect.  The 
candidate  was  then  dismissed  with  a  formula  which 
enjoined  him  to    Watch  and  abstain  from  evil.'* 

The  above  was  nothing  more  than  a  senseless  and 
incomprehensible  hypothesis.  The  heathen  philosophers 
—even  the  verv  best  of  them — while  they  exercised  their 
disciples  with  lessons  of  virtue,  practised  in  secret  every 
revolting  vice.  The  same  cannot  be  justly  predicated 
of  Freemasons;,  who,  to  their  pure  precepts,  add  a 
corresponding  purity  of  practice;  and  having  thus 
passed  through  the  Gates  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity, 
are  admitted  into  the  Grand  Lodge  above,  where 
Charity  constitutes  the  great  bond  of  perfection  and 
happiness. 


Wesle'a  Aichiteotuxe,  pari  v.,  p.  4i 
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What  jor  more 

Than  whan  the  ffood«  the  wise,  the  mona  meet. 

By  bond  of  kmored  loye,  or  friendsmp  sweet, 
linkM  in  a  fellowBhip  of  heart  and  mind, 
AndxiTaliyof  wordi!   Nor  ahall  the/ find 

More  ioy  from  angfat  In  that  odeatial  aeat, 

SaTe  nom  God'a  prea6nce«  than  again  to  greet 
Xaoh  ofher'g  spizita,  there  to  dwell  oombined 
in  brotherhood  of  love.   The  golden  tie, 

DiaaoWed,  again  miilea.   Ordain*d  to  tnb 
Eai&'a  tenanta  for  theur  dwelling  in  the  aky, 

Faith  loat  in  aigfat,  and  Hope  in  jor,  ahaU  wa&e» 
Their  taak  fdlfill'd ;  but  heaven-bom  Charity, 

God's  greatest  gift,  shall  still  in  heaTen  reauin.** 

"  Bp.  Manra  Happmeaa  of  the  Bleaaed,  p.  90. 
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LECTURE  IX. 


TO 


BRO.  WILLIAM  M08ELT  TATLER,  W.  M. 

 FKANCIS  ELKINGTON,  S.  W. 

 JOHN  ARNOLD,  J.  W. 

 BENJAMIN  HALL,  TBBA. 

 CHA8.  WM.  ELKINGTON,   P.  M.  ft  HON.  SEC. 

 J08IAH  YBOMANS  ROBINS,  S.  D. 

J08BPH  SIMS,  J.  D. 

—  WILLIAM  aiLLMAN,  DIR.  OF  GBR. 

 JOSBPH  FRANOIS  TAYLOR,  > 

_  >  STEWARDS 

—  JOHN  SIMPSON  NBWTON,  > 

Of  the  F%r$t  Lodge  of  Lights  Birmingham. 


Mr  Dear  Brethren, 


What  can  be  more  appropriate  than  to  dedicate  to 
ike  Lod^e  of  Light  a  pro^sed  disquisition  on  the  source 
of  all  Light — ^the  Throne  and  peculiar  residence  of  that 
great  and  glorious  Being  who  is  Light  itself,  and  in  whom 
there  is  no  darkness  at  all  ? 

The  contents  of  the  Sacred  Roll  of  the  Law  are  our 

Slides  and  directors  in  the  narrow  path  which  leads  to 
e  supernal  mansions  of  Light;  and  this  divine  pro- 
perty is  there  displayed  as  an  universal  emblem  of  every 
good,  while  its  antagonistic  principle  of  darkness  sym- 
bolizes every  thing  evil.   Light  is  represented  in  that 
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Holy  Volome  as  a  symbol  of  Joy  and  pleasure,  while 
calajoity  and  affliction  are  expressed  by  the  fiffore  of 
gross  darkness  and  the  diadow  of  death."  And  hence, 
in  the  ancient  systems,  these  two  principles  represented 
the  antagonism  of  life  and  death  in  both  the  spiritual 
and  material  states.  A  Lodge  of  Light  is  therefore 
peculiarly  a  place  of  ^*  decent  enjoyment,"  and  the  abode 
of  those  intellectual  pleasures  which  leave  no  sting 
behind.  • 

As  darkness  is  frequently  put  for  afflictibn,  so  is  Light 
for  happiness;  which  is  one  step  in  advance  of  the  above 
interpretation.  The  evangelical  prophet,  animated  by 
the  prospect  of  the  bright  appearance  of  the  Son  of 
Kighteousness  to  confer  blessings  and  redemption  on 
mankind,  breaks  out  into  an  enthusiastic  expressijon  of 
the  pleasure  he  derives  from  the  stupendous  contemplar> 
lion  of  the  birth  of  Light.  Arise,  shine ;  for  thy  light 
is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  ihee; 
For  behold,  the  darkness  shall  cover  the  6arth,  and  gross 
darkness  the  people ;  but  the  Lord  shall  arise  upon  thee, 
and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon  thee.  And  the  Q-entiles 
shall  come  to  thy  Light,  and  Kings  to  the  brightness  of 
thy  rising." 

Such,  and  so  beneficial,  to  compare  small  things  with 
great,  may  be  the  rejoicing  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge 
of  Light,  while  engaged  in  the  practice  of  an  Order  which 
inculcates  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  as  the  poteat-mtiieii 
of  their  station  on  earth,  and  by  the  faithfttl  use  of  which 
they  may  attain  to  the  glories  which  appertain  to  the 
cloudy  canopy  at  the  summit  of  the  Masonic  Ladder. 

Another  definition  of  Light  afforded  by  the  Book  which 
adorns  the  Pedestal  of  Wisdom,  is  "  spiritual  knowledge." 
This  is  frequently  symbolized  by  a  burning  lamp,  as 
the  candlestick  by  which  it  is  supported  represents  the 
Church  of  God,  whether  Jewish  or  Christian,  as  the 
vehicle  of  that  knowledge ;  for  the  one  was  but  a  type 
of  the  other ;  although  one  of  the  ancient  Fathers  says, 
quis  in  candelabro,  nisi  redemptor  humaili  generis  desig* 
natur?  However  this  may  be,  spiritual  knowledge  con- 
stitutes the  third  step  in  Light  on  the  way  to  glory. 
And  accordinffly  St.  John,  one  of  the  great  parallels 
and  patrons  of  Masonry,  interprets  Light  to  siffnify  the 
Christian  diq^nsation ;  and  speaks  of  the  advent  of 
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Christ  as  THB  BIRTH  ow  Light.  Lu^t  is  come  into 
the  world and  as  a  learned  Mason  of  the  last  cratoij 
truly  remarks — ^the  Light  here  meant  can  be  no  o&er 
than  that  of  divine  revelation,  which  brought  life  sod 
immortality  along  with  it*  The  Christian  dispensation  is 
constantly  and  uniformly  described  in  Holy  Writ  under 
the  figure  of  Light,  from  the  time  ttuit  the  first  fidnt 

il^limmering  of  it  appeared  at  a  distance,  till  it  shone 
orth  in  its  full  lustre  and  glory.  It  is  of  the  same  use 
to  the  spiritual,  that  the  light  of  Ihe  sun  is  to  the  natural 
worid.  It  gives  life,  health,  and  vigour  to  God's  new 
creation ;  it  makes  the  day  of  salvation  to  dawn  upon  us, 
it  opens  to  us  the  prospect  of  another  and  a  better  life, 
and  guides  us  in  the  way  to  glory  and  felicity. 

Happily  has  your  Lod^e  been  desi^ated:  may  its 
members  ever  participate  m  that  happmess,  not  only  in 
the  present  world,  but  also  in  the  blessed  regions  of  Light 
where  felicity  is  perfect,  and  uninterrupted  Charity  will 
reign  for  ever  ana  ever. 

Snch  is  the  sincere  wish. 

My  dear  Bretibjen, 
Of  your  faiAfdl  Servant  and  Brother, 
GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Hpnorary  Member  of  the  Lodge  of  Light 

SOOPWIOK  VlCABA0B, 

FArmry  1, 1860. 
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Ea^^naticm  of  the  Cloudy  Cajiojw  and  its  attendant  symbols 
at  the  Summit  of  me  Ladder. 

The  pleasant  garden,  and  the  crystal  stream, 
The  tree  of  life  which  bears  on  every  bough 
Fmits  fit  for  joy,  or  healing ;  on  the  brow. 

Of  glorious  gold  a  living  diadem ; 

The  thrones  which  blaze  with  many  a  radiant  gem ; 
The  branching  palms,  the  raiment  white  as  snow ; 
Are  these  the  ioys  that  heaven's  abodes  bestow  T 

Or  may  they  rather  earth-found  figures  seem 

Of  heavenly  bliss  ? — To  me  it  matters  not 
If  I  but  reach  the  mark,  whatever  the  prize 

Of  God's  high  calling.'* 

B16HOP  Mant. 

An  ethereal  mansion  veiled  from  mortal  eye  by  the  starry  fir- 
■lament.'* 

Lectubes  of  Masonby. 

"  Aristotle  admirably  describes  the  wonder  which  would  seize  upon 
men,  supposing  them  to  have  lived  up  to  a  certain  age  underffround, 
and  to  be  then  brought  suddenly  into  the  light.  AQowing  Uiem  to 
have  inhabited  subterranean'  palaces,  adorned  with  sculpture  and 
painting,  and  every  ornament  procurable  by  wealth ;  ,  admit  that  they 
might  have  heard  of  the  power  and  migesty  of  the  gods ;  yet  how 
^eat  would  be  their  emotion  should  the  earth  open  suddenly,  and 
oisclose  to  them  the  vast  scenes  we  daily  witness !  the  land — ^the  sea 
— the  sky — ^the  prodigious  volumes  of  the  olouda— l^e  power  of  the 
winds — ^uie  Sun,  its  magnitude,  its  splendour,  gilding  the  whole  earthy 
filling  the  whole  heaven !  And  then,  the  spectacle  presented  by  tiie 
fence  of  night!  The  whole  firmament  glittering  with  stars,  the 
increasing  or  waning  moon. — Seeing  all  these  mings,  could  they 
doubt  that  there  are  gods,  or  that  theae  are  their  works  ?" 

Translated  fbox  Cicbbo. 

Thb  Cloudy  Canopy.  That  mysterious  veil  which 
shrouds  the  secrets  of  the  Grand  Lodge  above  from 
human  observation.  In  nrr  Father's  house  are  many 
mansions,^'  said  that  Holy  iBeing  whom  we  address  as 
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T  G  A  O  T  U,  which  constitute  tiie  reward  of  all  who 
endeavour  to  qualify  themselves  for  such  an  inheritance 
hj  the  practice  of  the  Theological  Virtues ;  and  they  are 
spacious  enough  for  all  who  may  be  found  worthy  at  the 
great  and  final  trial. 

Symbolical  Masonry  has  three  degrees;  the  life  of 
man  has  three  stages;  the  Ladder  has  three  principal 
steps ;  and  heaven  has  the  same  number  of  gradationsy^ 
in  the  highest  of  which  is  the  Throne  of  &od.  The 
Ladder  before  us  reaches  to  the  ceiling  of  the  Lodge ; 
which,  according  to  the  masonic  definition  of  its  altitude^ 
is  as  high  as  the  heavens ;"  and,  in  the  language  of  the 
most  ancient  Lodge  Lectures  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted, is  '^a  cloudy  canopy  or  the  clouds  of  heaven ;" 
referring,  probably,  to  those  passages  of  Scripture  which 
describe  the  day  of  Judgment,  "  when  the  Son  of  Man 
shall  come  in  the  clouds,  and  all  his  holy  angels  with 
him ;"'  and  gather  all  nations  together  in  the  Valley  of 
Jehoshaphat.^  A  cloud  was  always  considered  an  une- 
quivocal token  of  God's  presence  ;*  and  coming  in  clouds, 
or  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  was  an  acknowledged 
Jewish  symbol  of  majesty  and  power.  The  Rainbow 
was.  an  emblem  of  God's  covenant  with  mankind  after 
the  Flood,  and  is  a  continual  sign  that  God  will  perform 
its  conditions.  The  Jews  also  believed  that  the  sun  and 
fire  were  legitimate  symbols  of  a  divine  appearance. 
The  day  of  Judgment  was  therefore  proclaimed  hj  a 
"  mighly  angel  coming  down'  from  heaven,  clothed  with 
a  cloud;  a  rainbow  upon  his  head;  and  his  face  as- it 
were  the  sun,  and  his  leet  as  pillars  of  fire."' 

Li  the  course  of  a  few  years  after  our  glorious  symbol 
was  introduced  into  Masonry,  an  addition  was  made  to  the 
explanation  of  the  covering  of  the  Lodge,  in  the  words, 
"a  cloudy  (or  celestial)  canopy,  sprinkled  with  golden 
stars."  About  the  latter  end  of  tne  century  the  defini- 
tion was  altered  to — '^the  beautiful  cloud  and  spangled 
canopy  of  heaven;"  and  it  is  also  said  of  the  Dei^  in 
the  lectures  of  that  day,  that  *'he  has  stretched  fortii 
the  heavens  as  a  canopy,  and  crowned  his  temple  with 


*  2  Cor.  3rii„  2. 
'  Joel  iii.,  2. 

•  Rey.  X.,  1. 


*  Pao.  Tii.,  13.  Matt  zzir.,  30. 
<  Isai.  Ti.,  4.    1  Kings  viii.,  10. 
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Btam  IM  witii  a  diadem.'^  Our  transatlftDiio  brethren  say, 
**the  Lodge  has  a  clcmdy  canopy,  a  starry  decked  heaven^ 
where  all  good  Masons  hope  at  last  to  arrive  the  aid 
of  the  Theological  Ladder,  which  Jacob,  in  his  VisLon, 
saw  ascending  from  earth  to  heaven." 

The  gates  of  heaven,  therefore,  are  represented  in  our 
symbol  as  being  hidden  amidst  clouds  and  darkness; 
l>eeause  our  Grand  Master  David  had  described  the  locali- 

2'  of  the  Deity  in  these  words.  •*  He  bowed  the  heavens 
so  and  came  down ;  and  it  was  dark  under  his  feet. 
He  rode  upon  the  cherubims,  and  did  fly;  he  came  flying 
upon  the  wings  of  the  wind.  He  made  darkness  his 
secret  place ;  his  pavilion  round  about  him  with  dark 
water,  and  thick  clouds  to  cover  him.  At  the  brightness 
of  his  presence  his*  clouds  removed."*  At  the  dedication 
of  the  Temple  this  description  was  verified,  for  the  cloud 
of  glory  removed  from  the  Tabernacle  into  the  Tempte, 
filling  the  whole  house  with  thick  and  impenetrable 
darkness;  from  which  a  light  subsequently  broke  forth, 
which  was  so  intense  that  the  priests  were  unable  to 
bear  its  oppressive  lustre ;  whence  Solomon  exclaimed  in 
his  sublime  prayer  on  that  occasion;  *Hhe  Lord  said  he 
would  dwell  in  the  thick  darkness." 

The  summit  of  the  Ladder  passes  over  all  appearance 
of  matter;  penetrates  the  open  door,''  and  is  lost  and 
amalgamated  in  a  flood  of  eternal  Light  where  dwells 
the  blessed  Trinity,  to  whom  be  glory  and  honour  for 
ever  and  ever. 

O !  'tis  a  glorioas  dtv !  passiiur  ken 

Of  eye,  and  streton  g£  thou^t !  6arih*s  oities  glow 
With  no  Buoh  lustre,  nor  such  riches  show. 

Holiness  is  its  name.    Each  citizen  . 

Is  pnre  and  holy.    There  with  sainted  men, 
Forged  from  the^iatiTe  dross  of  earth  below* 
And  srarit^  whose  natnres  no  pollution  know* 

Gh>d  dwells,  and  He  who  once  for  man  was  slain, 

The  Lamb  all  spotless.   Who  a  post  would  hold 
Therein,  by  him  mustjjhiiherward  be  trod 

The  path  of  hc^ess.   ThBA  choseri  fold 
Defilement  enters  not.   And  lo,  in  brood 

Letters  of  light  its  ohartsris  enroll'd, 
None  but  the  pubb  iifkEART  shall  see  their  Qod."* 


«  ^salm  zvili.,  9-12.  ^  Bey.  iv.,  1. 

'  Bp.  Mant*8  HappineM  of  the  Blessed,  p.  05. 
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It  may  be  deemed  OTemimptaous  to  attempt  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  fflories  of  this  holy  place,  which  is  hidden 
from  mortal  view  by  the  cloudy  canopy  of  the  Lodge, 
becaase  so  little  can  be  known  of  the  happiness  of 
heaven.  It  is  described  in  several  parts  ot  our  First 
Great  Light,  as  a  continuing  city"*  containing  *^many 
mansions;"^®  and  as  being  of  the  greatest  maffnificence. 
The  foundations  are  said  to  be  composed  of  precious 
stones,  the  walls  of  jasper,  the  sates  of  pearl,  the  streets 
and  mansions  of  transparent  gold,  shining  with  the  bril- 
liancy of  painted  ^lass.  Here  are  Golden  Candlesticks 
surrounding  the  Divine  Being,  whose  eyes  are  as  a  flame 
of  fire;  who  holds  in  his  ri^ht  hand  the  Seven  Stars; 
whose  countenance  shineth  like  the  Sun  in  its  strength, 
and  out  of  whose  mouth  proceedeth  a  sharp  sword,^^ 
*^  to  smite,"  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,^'  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouth;  and  with 
the  breath  of  his  lips  to  slav  the  wicked."^ 

Amidst  those  supernal  awellings  is  a  sea  of  crystal, 
with  a  prismatic  arch  of  coloured  light,  and  four  and 
twenty  elders  seated  round  about  the  Throne  of  God, 
which  is  encompassed  with  a  living  circle  of  eyes,  to 
denote  Wisdom,  Prudence,  and  Foresight;  clothed  in 
raiment  of  unsullied  whiteness,  with  crowns  of  gold  upon 
their  heads,  to  represent  the  glorified  saints  who  have 
fought  the  good  fight  of  Faith.  Nor  has  the  blessed 
region  any  need  of  Sun  or  Moon,  because  it  is  enlight- 
ened by  the  glory  of  the  Most  High,  and  the  surpassing 
splendour  of  Him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne. 

Our  ffross  conceptions  are  incapable  of  comprehending 
the  sublimity  of  tne  glorious  scene*  Of  this,  however, 
we  may  be  certain,  that  whoever  overcometh  the  three 
great  enemies  of  his  soul,  shall  be  endowed  with  an  en- 
larged capacity  of  comprehension,^  the  eyes  of  Elisha^s 
servant  were  oi)ened  to  see  the  chariots  and  horses  of 
fire  by  which  his  master  was  protected  from  the  attack 
of  the  Syrian  forces.  Alon^  with  this  increased  enlight- 
enment, will  be  given  whiit^  robes,  as  the  symbol  of 
admission ;  as  the  Jewish  priests  were  admitted  to  their 
office ;  the  simple  form  of  ^uPch  was,  after  ascertaining 

•  Heb.  xiii..  4.  »•  John  xiv.,  2. 

"  Rev.  i.,  14-16.  "  Ibid,  xi.,  4. 

^'  See  the  Landmarke  of  liasonry,  toI.  iL,  p.  117. 
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that  they  were  free  from  personal  defects,  to  clothe  tiiein 
in  white  garments,  and  aamit  them  into  the  courts  of  the 
priests.  The  samts  had  also  given  to  them  a  White 
Dtone  with  a  new  Name.  And  this  was  the  custom  in 
all  ancient  criminal  processes  whe>e.a  verdict  of  acquittal 


Christian  receives  the  approving  sentence  of  God.  They 
will  be  placed  before  the  throne  of  God,  *^and  serve  him 
day  and  nifht  in  his  Temple ;  and  He  that  sitteth  on  the 
throne  shall  dwell  among  them.  They  shall  hunger  no 
more,  neither  shall  they  thirst  any  more,  neither  shall 
the  Sun  light  on  them,  nor  any  heat.  For  the  L4unb 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them,  and 
shall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  water ;  and  God 
shall  wipe  away  all  tears  Irom  their  eyes."'^ 

This  eternal  residence  is  syinbolized  by  a  Triangle 
within  the  Vesica  piscis,  contaiuing  the  AUseeing  Eve 
of  Providence,  and  surrounded  with  a  Rainbow,  and  the 
host  of  heaven  praising  God  and  saying:  Blessing,  and 
honour,'  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  that  sitteth 
upon  the  Throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and 
ever."''  It  appears  extremely  probable  that  Jacob  saw 
these  glories,  and  the  Shekinah  at  the  summit  of  the 
Ladder;  for  our  Scriptures  affirm  that  ^^the  Lord  stood 
above  it;"  but  the  Targum  of  Onkelos  gives  the  passage, 
Gloria  Domina  stabat  super  ea."  And  Christ  himself 
promises  to  his  disciples  that  *^they  shall  see  the  heavens 
opened,  and  the  angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending 
upon  the  Son  of  Man."" 

The  Holy  Trinity  is  represented  by  the  three  prismatic 
colours  which  bound  Uie  celestiid  circle ;  which  was  ex- 
plained by  the  Theosophical  Masons  of  the  last  century, 
as  **the  centre  of  a  Cross,  signifying  the  Trinity  in  a 
globular  Bainbow ;  wherein  the  red  signifies  the  Father's 
property  in  a  glance  of  fire ;  yellow^  the  Son's  lustre  and 
majesty;  Mucj  the  substantiauly ;  the  dusky  brown,  the 
kingdom  of  darkness.  On  such  a  Rainbow  Christ  will 
sit  to  judge  the  world  at  the  last  day  in  the  valley  of 
Jehoshaphat ;  and  thus  is  he  undivided  everywhere,  and 
in  that  Man  who  is  bom  of  God  is  the  whole  undivided 


M  Ber.  rii.,  15-17. 


»  Ibid,  v.,  13. 


u  Jolm  i.,  51. 
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heart  of  God,  the  Son  of  Man  sitting  in  the  circle  of  hii 
life  upon  the  Rainbow  at  the  right  hand  of  God." 

The  equilateral  triangle,  according  to  the  theory  of 
Pieritts,^^  represents  Power  by  the  first  angle.  Wisdom 
by  the  second,  and  Love  by  the  third;  and  that  their 
union  in  One  produces  Charixt,  which  is  the  brightest 
emanation  of  the  Deity.  The  same  machinery  occurs  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  Jewish  cabalists,  who  deduce  it 
from  a  passage  in  the  book  of  -Wisdom  where  the 
Sacred  Triangle  ^s  recognized  under  three  several  denomi^ 
nations,  viz..  Goodness  or  Love,  Light  or  Wisdom,  and 
Creation  or  Power,  which  they  consider  to  be  the  names 
of  the  three  spheres  which  emanate  from  the  throne  of 
God.  In  the  Sacred  Writings  the  Divine  Being  is  repie- 
aented  as  seated  on  an  azure  throne,  surrounded  by  a  red 
or  fiery  sphere,  in  the  centre  of  a  rainbow  formed  of 
brilliant  prismatic  colours  ;^  blue  being  the  symbol  of 
Wisdom,  green  of  Power,  and  red  of  Love.  In  the 
ancient  initiations,  the  three  degrees  correspond  to  these 
celestial  spheres ;  and  the  symbolic  colours,  red,  blue, 
and  green,  indicate  fire,  air,  and  earth. 

Within  the  triangle  is  the  Allseeing  Eye,  to  symbolize 
the  Onmipresence  of  God  in  his  watchful  care  over  his 
creatures ;  and  the  equal  distribution  of  those  good  thinoi 
which  will  contribute  to  make  us  happy  in  this  world, 
and  invigorate  us  with  the  hope  of  sharing  in  the  incon- 
ceivable blessings  of  another  and  a  better. 

The  universal  Parent  of  all  good 
Stream'd  from  the  cloudy  canopy  a  flood 
Of  Light,  conferring  bliss  without  alloy; 
In  ooruscations  brilSant,  dear,  and  bright, 
To  oleajr  the  candidate's  astonished  sight, 
And  the  oblivions  darkness  to  destroy. 
And  lest  with  wilful  blindness  he  should  stray 
In  devious  tracks  of  error*s  mazy  way 
Plunging  himself  anew  in  sin  and  shame, 
The  ascent  to  heaven  is  to  his  mind  presented; 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  are  there  cemented. 
As  illustrations  of  the  Saored  Name.'^ 


Hieroglyphica,  fo.  291,  F.  Ed.  BasiL,  A.D.  1575. 
Wisd.  vu.,  26. 
"E«ek.i.,28.   Rev.  iv..  3. 

*°  From  an  wpabiished  Ode  on  Masonry,  by  the  late  Sbt  OB- 
▼er,  rector  of  Lambley. 
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Tfao  ttCEid  emMem  is  placed  within  the  T8sica  piieur; 
ft  glorj  which  usually  encircles,  in  some  ancient  point- 
ings,  fah^  whole  body  of  Christ,  sh^d  like  a  fish,  and 
suggested  by  the  word  ix^g,  acrostically  formed  from  the 
initial  letteni  of  his  titles,  viz. :  Ivoov^  XetoT4>£»  9^  vi^ 
Svfn^^  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  the  Saviour.  It  is 
freqwDtly  represented  in  the  gable  windows  of  a  church 
to  convey  the  same  allusion ;  and  constitutes  the  aureole 
which  proceeds  from  the  glorified  hoiy  of  Christ,  as  when 
flowing  from  the  head  only  it  radiates  in  a  circle. 

Thia  magnificent  appearance  is  one  of  the  most  ancient 
«jWBlk)o\A  01  Masonry;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  our  best 
lurchiteois,  constituted  the  most  inenable  secret  of  our 
flooient  brethnen,  and  had  a  decided  analogy  with  all  the 
mysteries  prx)fe86ed  by  the  first  societies  of  Masons.  It 
was  so  essential  to  all  their  undertakings  that  it  could 
not  be  dispensed  with.  The  Dionysiaca,  the  Syrian,  and 
f^gyptian  artists  used  it  as  a  leading  principle  of  their 
art,  and  it  constituted  a  token  of  recognition  amongst 
the  Master  Masons  and  Epopts  in  the  Platonic  systeiif, 
althou^  its  origin  is  confessedly  Egyptian,  and  is  found 
varioBuy  diversified  in  the  p3n*amias,  temples,  tombs, 
and  obelisks  of  that  remarkable  people.  The  early 
Christian  architects  and  painters  soon  ^und  out  its  pre* 
eimineDt  utility,  introduced  it  into  the  composition  of 
i^bdr  rei^ctive  productions,  and  made  it  a  mysterious 
lemUem  of  the  Saviour  of  mankind. 

The  subject  is  also  repeated  on  the  Basilidean  gems  or 
.Abraxas,  in  i^e  form  oi  an  anchor,  the  flukes  of  which 
cmstitute  one  side  of  the  vesica  piscis,  flanked  by  a  fish ; 
and  one  ef  these,  in  the  collection  of  Capello,  contains 
soertain  letters  that  express  the  name  of  Jesus.  On  one 
side  is  repnesent^  a  naked  man  vrith  a  radiated  crown, 
bearing  a  whip  in  his  right  hand,  and  having  a  star  on 
each  side  of  his  legs ;  on  the  other  side  is  the  anchor, 
and  certain  figures  of  the  constellations.  The  inscription 
forms  a  curious  combination  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
Ittoguages,  and  is  as  follows:  EICVYC  XPECTVZ 
TABSIE  AITANIA  A  ME.  In  this  inscription  the  name 
of  Jashs  ^Christ  refers  to  tiie  figure  of  the  Sun  on  the 
apposite  side  of  the  gem ;  for  the  Basilideans  identified 
Jesus  with  the  Sun. 

In  the  ByzaMti«e  Kosaias  iSm  symbol  firequently 
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oceun/  Lord  LindMy  has  adduced  several  instances  of 

the  prevalence  of  this  custom.  Thus  in  a  Mosaic  of  the 
triumphal  arch  of  St  Mary  Maggiore  at  Rome,  i^e  Is- 
raelite are  represented  as  stoning  Moses  and  Aaron  aft^ 
the  punishment  of  the  people  for  the  rebellion  of  Korah ; 
when  they  are  protected  within  a  vesica  piscis  thrown 
over  them  by  a  hand  from  heaven ;  and  the  Saviour,  or 
Jehovah,  appears  with  them  within  that  sacred  emblem. 
In  a  picture  of  the  transfiguration,  in  the  church  built 
on  Mount  Sinai  by  Justinian,  ^*the  Saviour,  vnthin  a 
vesica  piscis,  is  elevated  in  the  air  between  Moses  and 
,  Elias,  who  stand  on  distinct  rocks  or  peaks  of  the  moun- 
tain; the  three  Apostles  below  kneel  and  hide  their 
faces.  The  glory  of  our  Saviour  darts  in  rays  like  the 
spokes  of  a  wheel,  beyond  the  vesica  piscis."^ 

A^ain  in  a  representation  of  the  death  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  Christ  appears  within  a  vesica  piscis  holding  her 
soul  in  his  arms.  In  a  picture  of  the  Last  Judgment, 
the  Saviour  is  seen  amongst  dark  clouds,  seated  on  a 
rainbow  within  the  vesica  piscis.  On  the  back  of  the 
Tabernacle  of  the  Virgin  at  Florence,  she  is  represented 
tas  being  carried  up  to  heaven  by  angels,  and  seated  on  a 
throne  inclosed  in  the  vesica  piscis.  In  the  cathedral 
church  of  Ely  she  is  seen  withm  the  same  holy  symbol. 
And  in  another  Last  Judgment  in  the  Campo  Santa  of 
Pisa,  our  Saviour  and  his  mother  are  seated  side  by  side, 
each  on  a  rainbow  and  within  a  vesica  piscis ;  almough 
Lord  Lindsay  confesses  that  this  is  the  only  instance 
within  his  experience  of  such  a  co-equal  juxtaposition. 
The  symbol  of  God's  Throne,  as  enunciated  in  the  Mosaic 
dispensation,  was  the  Mercy  Seat  of  the  Ark  of  Alliance 
in  the  Tabernacle  of  Moses,  and  Temple  of  Solomon; 
and  his  footstool  was  the  Ark  itself.  On  this  magnificent 
throne  the  Shekinah  was  seated,  as  a  lambent  cloud  of 
gloiT  in  the  form  of  a  vesica  piscis,  the  same  which 
guided  the  Israelites  through  a  payees  and  dangerous 
wilderness  to  the  Pronnsed  Land,  on  their  deliverance 
from  Egyptian  bondage ;  and  ultimately  took  its  station 
in  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum  of  the  Tabernacle  and  Tem- 
ple upon  the  Propitiatory,  as  the  guide  and  protector  of 
the  people  of  Israel. 


•I  Christian  Art,  toL  L,  p.  80. 
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In  the  opinion  of  the  Primitiye  Church,  this  sublime 
appearmce  was  the  Being  who  comninnicated  £vine 
promises  to  the  patriarchs ;  or,  in  other  words,  Jehovah 
or  Christ.**  "The  whole  of  the  Ark  seems  like  the 
triumphant  chariot  of  God  moved  by  angels,  set  forth  by 
the  four  beasts  who  drew  the  chariots  of  the  eastern 
kings ;  whose  pomp  the  poets  exalted  into  heaven  in  the 
chariots  of  their  gods.  This  of  the  true  God  is  repre- 
sented as  moving  by  angels  in  the  clouds,  not  as  any 
fixed  throne  in  itself ;  the  power  and  providence  of  God, 
whose  chariot  hath  wheels  with  eyes,  making  all  the 
world  its  circle;  thouffh  often  it  took  its  way  to  the 
Tabernacle  and  Temple.  Why  cherubims  were  added, 
the  cause  hath  been  often  intimated ;  to  wit,  by  reason 
that  the  Logos  appearing  as  God's  Shekinah,  was  iittend* 
ed  with  angels,  and  especially  with  cherubims.''^ 

The  Rainbow  is  a  token  of  God's  mercy  and  faithful- 
ness, as  it  was  pronounced  to  be  after  the  Flood ;  and  the 
foundation  of  God's  covenant  with  man.  Its  brightness 
and  splendour,  produced  by  the  reflection  of  the  Sun, 
are  proper  types  of  a  divine  appearance. 

Behold  yon  bright,  ethereal  bow. 

With  evanescent  beauties  glow; 

The  spaoions  arch  streams  through  the  sky 

Deck'd  with  each  tint  of  Nature's  dye, 

Befracted  sunbeams  through  liie  showert 

A  humid  radiance  from  it  pour ; 

Whilst  colour  into  colour  fades. 

With  blended  lights  and  softening  shades. 

Atheneum. 

In  the  ancient  systems  of  religion  in  our  own  countiy, 
the'  Rainbow  constituted  an  object  of  importance.  In 
the  Prose  Edda  the  following  jpassage  occurs.  I  must 
now  ask,  said  G-angler,  which  is  the  path  leading  from 
earth  to  heaven?  That  is  a  senseless  question,  replied 
Har,  with  a  smile  of  derision.   Hast  thou  not  been  told 

**  **The  second  chapter  of  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Eusebius 
Ib  wholly  spent  in  tiie  proof  of  the  pre-ezistence  of  Christ.  And  in 
tiiat  place,  as  also  in  his  Book  ox  ETsogelical  Demonstration,  he 
insisteth,  amongst  many  other  examples,  on  that  of  Abraham,  to 
whom  God  once  showed  himself  bv  his  Son  in  the  similitade  of  a  man 
at  the  oak  of  Mamie."    (Ten.  Idol.,  p.  384, 

» lUa.,  p.  340. 
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timt  tha  gpds  Qiade  a  bridge  from  earth  to  heaven,  and 

CQ^lled  \t  Bifro^t?  Thou  must  surely  have  seen  it;  but 
perhaps  thou  callest  it  the  Rainbow*  It  is  of  three 
hues,  sfld  is  constructed  with  more  art  than  any  oth^ 
worjk.  But  strong  though  it  be,  it  will  be  broken  to 
pieces  when  the  spns  of  Muspell  shall  ride  over  it  to  the 
great  combat." 

The  vesica  piscis,  in  pur  Symbol,  penetrates  the  centre 
of  the  Rainbow  like  a  keystone,  whence  our  Continental 
brethren  represent  Christ  as  the  Keystone  of  the  Arch." 
Thup,  Bro*  Blanchard  Powers,  in  his  Prize  Address  to 
the  Companions  of  the  Royal  Arch,  says,  ''the  Hi^ 
Priest  or  divine  Logos  being  the  Keystone  of  the  masonic 
institution,  it  may  justly  be  considered  as  a  moral  and 
religious  Order  whose  foundation  is  Charity*  Charity  is 
the  bond  of  perfection.  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  may, 
be  considered  as  the  three  immovable  pillars  in  the  mar 
sonic  economy.  Our  faith  is  strong  in  God,  that  he  will 
fulfil  all  that  is  written  in  the  law  and  the  prophets. 
Faith  emboldens  us  to  lay  hold  of  his  word  as  a  rule  and 
guide  through  the  rugged  paths  of  life.  Hope,  as  an 
anchor  of  the  soul,  fills  us  with  a  cheering  and  lively 

grosi)ect  of  a  glorious  immortality  in  a  niture  state. 
Charity  teaches  us  benevolence  and  philanthropy,  to 
alleviate  the  distresses  of  our  fellow  men,  to  bind  up  the 
broken-hearted,  to  raise  those  that  are  depressed  in  spirit, 
to  soothe  the  cares  of  the  sufiering  widow,  and  to  wipe 
away  the  tears  from  the  orphan's  weeping  eyes.  And 
that  our  dwellings  may  be  the  asylum  of  the  distressed 
stranger — ^humanity,  friendship,  and  brotherly  love,  is 
the  cement  which  unites  Masons  of  all  nations,  tongues, 
countries,  and  people,  into  one  indissoluble  bond  of  cor- 
dial friendship." 

The  Right  Hand  is  a  symbol  of  power  and  authority, 
for  Isaiah  says,  "we  are  all  the  work  of  God's  Hand."^ 
Job  complains  that  be  is  suffering  imder  the  Hand  of  the 
Lord  ;^  which,  according  to  the  testimony  of  our  Grand 
Master  Solomon,  is  the  author  of  both  good  and  evil." 
And  in  another  place  a  magnificent  image  is  displayed  of 
fiery  streams  of  refulgent  light,  which  are  represented  as 
issuing  from  the  right  Hand  of  God,**  to  enlighten  the 

«*l8a.lxiv.,8.  «»Ibid.adx.,21.  «  Ecdes.  ii.,  24.  Hia>.iiL,4- 
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universe.  Here  the  Right  Hand  is  put  for  the  Most  High, 
who  is  described  as  an  everlasting  Light  or  qfiining  sub- 
stance, which  supersedes  the  use  of  the  Sun  and  Moon.* 
It  is  therefore  introduced  into  our  Symbol  to  signify  God 
the  Father;  for  he  says  himself,  house  of  Israel, 
cannot  I  do  with  you  as  a  potter?  Behold,  as  the  clay 
is  in  the  potter's  hand,  so  are  ye  in  my  Hand.''*  In  a 
word,  the  Divine  power  is  frequently  symbolized  in  the 
Jewish  writings  by  the  figure  of  a  Hand.** 

To  stretch  out  the  Hand  signifies  to  chastise,  to  exer- 
cise severity  or  justice.^*    Thus  God  delivered  his  peo- 

Ele  out  of  Egypt  with  a  stretched  out  Hand,  and  an  arm 
fted  up ;  by  performing  many  wonders,  and  inflicting 
many  chastisements  on  the  Egyptians.  It  was  also 
symbolical  of  mercy.  "  I  have  stretched  out  mine  Hand 
all  day  long  towards  an  ungrateful  and  rebellious  peo- 
ple.^ I  have  called,  and  ye  have  refused ;  I  have 
stretched  out  my  Hand,  and  no  man  regarded."®  Hence, 
in  the  symbol  before  us,  the  Hand  points  to  the  Holy 
Bible  as  the  foundation  of  the  Theological  Ladder,  and 
the  only  true  source  on  which  our  Faith  and  Hope  can 
be  securely  based. 

A  superstition  connected  with  the  Hand,  in  Central 
America,  may  be  interesting  to  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Mason,  as  it  was  doubtless  derived  from  the  most  ancient 
times.  Stephens^  says,  "  in  the  course  of  many  years' 
residence  on  the  frontiers,  including  various  joumeyings 
among  the  tribes,  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  remark, 
the  use  of  the  Right  Hand  as  a  symbol ;  aud  it  is  fre- 
quently applied  to  the  naked  body  after  its  preparation 
and  decoration  for  sacred  or  festive  dances.  And  the 
fact  deserves  further  consideration,  from  these  preparations 
being  generally  made  in  the  arcanum  of  the  secret  lodge, 
or  some  other  private  place,  and  with  all  the  skill  of  the 
adept's  art.  The  mode  of  applying  it  in  these  cases  is 
by  smearing  the  hand  of  the  operator  with  white  or 
coloured  clay,  and  impressing  it  on  the  breast,  the 
shoulder,  or  other  part  of  the  body.    The  idea  is  thus 

Isa.  k.,  20.  "  Jer.  xviii.,  6. 

2  Kings  iii.,  15.    Isa.  viii.,  11.    Ezek.  iii.,  14;  viii.,  3,  &0. 
"  Ps.  Iv.,  11.         «  Isa.  Ixv.,  2.  "  Prov.  L,  24. 

'*Taeatan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  474. 
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conveyed  that  a  secret  influence,  a  charm,  a  mystical 
power  is  given,  arising  from  his  sanctity,  or  his  profi- 
ciency in  the  occult  arts.  This  use  of  the  Hand  is  not 
confined  to  a  single  tribe  or  people.  I  have  noticed  it 
alike  among  the  I)acotah8,  the  Winnebagoes,  and  other 
western  tribes,  as  among  the  numerous  branches  of  the 
red  race  still  located  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  above 
the  latitude  of  42<^,  who  speak  dialects  of  the  Algonguin 
language."  Whence  the  earlier  artists  showed  a  wise 
himuUty  in  abstaining  from  representations  of  the  Deity, 
and  his  secret  influence,  except  symbolically,  by  a  human 
Hand. 

For  these  reasons  the  Hand  has  been  introduced  into 
our  Symbol  to  designate  the  First  Person  in  the  Holy 
Trinity,  as  the  beneficent  author  and  dispenser  of  every 
blessing  we  enjoy ;  whence  the  open  Hand,  in  all  ages, 
•has  been  considered  a  siffnificant  token  of  liberality  and 
kind  heartedness ;  and  the  phrase,  ^  a  blessing  on  the 
open  Hand,"  has  passed  into  a  proverb  to  denote  a  generous 
and  noble  disposition.  The  authority  by  which  it  is 
introduced  here  as  an  emblem  of  that  august  personage, 
is  found  in  the  Old  York  Lectures,  which  illustrate  the 
three  first  steps  of  the  winding  staircase,  bv  a  reference 
to  "  the  three  persons  in  the  Trinity;"  the  legitimate 
symbols  of  all  of  whom  will  be  found  in  the  diagram 
before  us. 

^*  The  heavenly  host  is  divided,  according  to  our  eccle* 
siastical  authorities,  into  three  hierarchies,  and  each 
hierarchy  into  three  orders,  nine,  therefore,  in  all.  To 
the  upper  hierarchy  belong  the  Seraphim,  Cherubim,  and 
Thrones,  dwelling  nearest  to  God  and  in  contemplation 
rather  than  action,  and  to  whom  appertain,  severally  and 
distinctively,  perfect  love,  perfect  wisdom,  and  perfect 
rest.  To  the  middle  hierarchy — the  Dominations,  virtues, 
and  Powers,  to  whom  are  committed  the  general  govern- 
ment of  the  universe,  the  gift  of  miracles  in  the  cause  of 
God,  and  the  office  of  resisting  and  casting  out  devils. 
To  the  lower — the-Principalities,  Archangels,  and  Angek, 
entrusted  with  the  rule  and  ordinance  of  nations,  of  pro- 
vinces or  cities,  and  of  individuals  of  the  human  race ; 
every  man  being  attended  by  two  angels,  the  one  evil, 
persuading  him  to  sin,  for  the  exercise  of  his  faith ;  the 
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ofheir  good,  saggestinff  righteousneas  and  truth  and  pr^ ' 
tecting  him  from  the  former."*  • 

These  are  the  angelic  messengers  of  the  Deitj  who 
ascend  and  descend  the  Theological  Ladder,  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Most  High,  to  bear  messages  and  dispensar 
tions  to  the  sons  of  men,  and  return  with  a  report  of 
commissions  faithfully  executed ;  and  my  authority  for 
introducing  them  into  the  symbol  will  be  found  in  a 
Tracing  Board  inserted  by  Bro.  Stephen  Jones  tis  a  Fron- 
tispiece to  his  Masonic  Essayist,  published  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  century,  and  before  the  reunion  of 
ancient  and  modem  Masons.  And  in  the  degree  of 
Knights  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  the  following  character- 
istic hymn  refers  to  these  seraphic  beings  : — 

^  Hash !  hush !  tLe  heavenly  choir. 

They  cleave  the  air  in  bright  attire ; 

See,  see,  the  late  each  aneel  brings, 

And  hark,  divinely  thns  mej  sing. 
To  the  power  divine,  all  glory  be  sriven. 
By  man  upon  earth  and  angels  in  heaven* 

In  ancient  paintings  thes^  cherubic  figures  are  repre- 
sented as  in  our  Engraving ;  the  bodies  being  concealed  in 
the  thick  cloud,  and  nothing  appearing  but  the  heads, 
and  wings  by  whic|i  they  are  supported  ;  and  they  rest 
not  night  and  day  saying,  "Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God 
Almighty,  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come !  Thou  art 
worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour  and  power, 
for  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  for  thy  pleasure  they 
are  and  were  created.'**  We  have  here  a  magnificent 
picture,  which  symbolizes  the  Deity  surrounded  by  his 
ministering  spirits,  as  the  Creator  ot  the  Universe.  He 
is  seated  on  a  throne  attended  by  his  angels,  which, 
though  innumerable,  will  be  abundantly  increased  at  that 
period  when  the  great  company  of  the  redeemed  shall  be 
introduced  into  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  dwell  with  the 
Most  High  for  ever  and  ever. 

This  sublime  scene,  which  the  Jewish  cabalists  signi- 
ficantly term  Light,  and  feign  that  it  has  three  divisions, 
which  they  denominate,  '*the  ancient  Light,  the  pure 
Light,  and  the  purified  Light,"  has  never  been,  and  can- 
not be  imveiled  to  mortal  eyes ;  for  the  gate  of  heaven  ia 


"  Lord  Lindsay,  Chrislian  Art,  vol.  i.,  zzxiiS.     ^  Rev.  iv.,  11. 
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closed,  and  the  interior  is  invisible  till  death  and  the 
resurrection  shall  improve  our  vision,  and  form  our  mor- 
tal body  like  the  glorious  body  of  Christ.  It  is,  however, 
described  in  the  modulated  language  of  Scripture.  Isaiah, 
£2ekie],  and  St.  John  afSrm.that  they  were  favoured  with 
the  privilege  of  seeing  Jehovah  on  his  throne ;  but  in 
the  opinion  of  all  our  best  divines,  the  holy  Being  who 
displayed  his  clory  to  them,  was  'Hhe  man  of  sorrows," 
and  not  the  Supreme  En  Safh,  the  first  person  in  the 
Trinity,  because  no  man  can  see  God  the  Father  and  Uve. 
The  same  spirit,  says  Bishop  Horsley,  which  displayed 
this  glorious  vision  to  Isaiah,  has  given  the  interpretation 
of  it  by  the  Evangelist  St.  John ;  who  tells  us  that  the 
august  personage  who  sat  upon  the  throne,  called  by 
Isaiah,  Jehovah,  was  Jesus  Christ,  whose  train  filled  the 
Temple,  and  whose  gloiy  fills  the  universe.  In  that  sense 
he  was  seen  by  the  Apostles  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Palestine,  when  he  came  down  from  heaven  to  redeem  ua 
from  our  sins."  When  Moses  saw  the  glory  of  God,  it 
appeared  like  an  inconceivably  resplendent  brightness,  or 
clothed  with  light,  as  the  appearance  is  generally  repre- 
sented.^ And  when  Daniel  mentions  the  Ancient  of 
days,  he  undoubtedly  meant  the  Deity,  and  described  him 
thus,  that  no  visible  figure  of  him.  might  be  conceivable. 
But  he  adds,  "  a  fiery  stream  issued  and  came  forth  from 
before  him:  thousand  thousands  ministered  unto  him, 
and  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  stood  before  him;* 
and  he  that  sat  was  to  look  upon  like  a  jasper  and  a  sar- 
dine stone  ;  and  there  was  a  JRainbow  round  about  the 
throne,  in  sight  like  unto  an  emerald."** 

David  says,  in  reference  to  the  thick  clouds  which 
form  the  canopy  of  the  lodge,  "  He  made  darkness  his 
secret  place ;  his  pavilion  round  about  him  were  dark 
waters,  and  thick  clouds  of  the  skies."^^  Or  in  other 
words,  his  dwelling  place  was  surrounded  with  clouds  of 
thick  and  impenetrable  darkness.  And  Solomon  adds  to 
the  same  effect,  God  dwelleth  in  the  thick  darkness,^  in 
reference  to  the  appearance  on  Mount  Sinai  when  he 
delivered  the  Law  to  Moses  ;^  and  the  mountain  burned 

•'Johni.,  14. 

Eev.  iv.,  3. 
"  Exod.  Mdv.,  15. 


*  Ezek.  i,.  26.  Dan.  viL,  10. 

Ps.  xviii.,  11.       "  1  Kings  yiiL,  12. 
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with  fire  unto  the  midst  of  heaven,  with  ^'darkness,  clouds, 
and  thick  darkness;"^  because,  as  Bede  conjectures,  the 

Eower  of  his  majesty  is  incomprehensible,  and  all  specu* 
ktion  on  the  subject  must  necessarily  be  dark  and  unsatis- 
factory. The  mountain  was  altogether  covered  with  a 
dense  cloud,  but  within,  the  presence  of  the  Lord  was 
as  a  devouring  fire;''  for  so  it  appeared  to  the  people  in 
the  camp  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain;  but  to  Moses 
and  his  companions  on  the  summit,  it  was  bright  and 
shining  like  the  serene  and  spangled  canopy  of  heaven, 
and  had  the  resemblance  of  a  pure  and  spotless  sapphire 
stone. 

It  must  not  be  understood  from  hence  that  the  dark** 
ness  is  God,  because  St.  John  says,  God  is  Light  and 
in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all;"'"  for  in  fact,  with  him  the 
darkness,  though  it  is  called  the  light  of  the  wicked,^  is 
as  brilliant  as  the  day.  The  same  kind  of  appearance 
occurred  at  the  dedication  of  Solomon's  Temple.  The 
whole  house  was  filled  with  a  dense  cloud,  which  caused 
the  most  impenetrable  darkness,  in  the  midst  of  which  a 
clear  light  broke  forth,  which  the  priests  could  not  bear 
to  look  upon ;  and  they  were  obliged  to  withdraw  until  its 
intensity  was  abated.  Thus,  the  Deity,  as  a  light  and 
fire,  dwelleth  in  the  midst  of  darkness,  and  in  the  same 
manner  that  the  light  of  his  true  religion  shone  in  the 
Holy  Land  amidst  the  darkness  of  idolatry  that  enveloped 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

To  convert  the  masonic  ladder  into  a  reality,  which 
is  the  only  method  we  can  use  for  the  spiritual  benefit  of 
the  brethren,  we  mu6t  consider  the  character  of  those 
worthy  Masons  who  pass  through  this  life  in  a  sincere 
endeavour  to  surmount  the  difficulties  of  the  ascent  by 
the  assistance  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  that  they  may- 
be admitted  to  a  participation  of  the  glories  which  sur- 
round its  summit,  when  the  gate  of  death  has  closed  upon 
them,  and  the  earth,  like  an  affectionate  mother,  nas 
opened  her  arms  to  receive  the  crumbling  frame. 

It  is  an  eternal  truth,  and  worthy  of  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  every  one  who  has  been  admitted  to  the 
Light,  that  if  they  aspire  to  the  consummation  presented 
by  the  cloudy  canopy  of  the  Lodge,  they  must  discharge 
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their  several  duties  to  God,  their  neighboury  and  them- 
selves, faithfully  and  conscientiouBlj.  They  must  feed  the 
hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  visit  the  sick,  be  possessed  of  a 
tooffue  of  good  report,  ever  ready  to  protect  the  interests 
of  their  brethren,  and  on  all  points  strictly  adhere  to  the 
holy  teaching  of  Masonry.  And  the  time  will  assuredly 
come  when  wey  will  sincerely  wish  thai  they  had  always 
performed  these  important  duties. 

Let  every  brother  begin,  without  delay,  to  lift  up  his 
eyes  to  the  bright  Mominff  Star  whose  rising  brings 
peace  and  salvation  to  the  faithful  and  obedient  of  the 
hunum  race.  And  let  him  live  in  this  world  as  if  he  were 
really  desirous  of  a  happy  eternity ;  that  when  the  king 
of  terrors  shall  come,  he  may  be  welcomed  without  fear 
or  amazement;  and  introduce  him  to  the  everlasting 
blessedness  which  surrounds  the  throne  of  God. 
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LECTURE  X. 


TO 


BIbO.  WILLIAM  RODEN,  M.D.,  D.  P.  G.  M.  ft  W.  M. 

  AUGUSTUS  TILDEN,      P.  G.  SUP.  W.  &  S.  W. 

  REV.  W.       DOUGLAS,                              J.  W. 

  JOHN  SIMPSON,                  P.  P.  G.  R.  &  P.  M. 

  THOMAS  MARK,  TREA. 

—  SBC. 

—  JOSEPH  BOYCOT,  P.  G.  S.  &  S.  D. 

  RICHARD  PARKES  PUNT,                          J.  D. 

  JOHN  G.  ROSENSTEIN,  M.D.,                    M.  C. 

  JOHN  BURROWS,             P.  G.  S.  &  STEWARD, 

Of  the  Royal  Standard  Lodge^  Kidderminster. 


Mt  Dear  Brethren, 

It  was  a  saying  nearly  two  thousand  years  ago, 

 quod  mediocrum  est 

Promittnnt  medid,  traotant  fi&brilia  fabri. 

I  consider  my  tools  to  be  the  sjrmbols  of  Freemasonry. 
I  have  served  a  long,  although  I  must  confess,  an  agree- 
able apprenticeship  to  learn  their  use  and  application ; 
and  if  tiiey  read  a  solemn  lesson  to  man,  that  the  effects 
of  a  good  and  useful  life  will  be  a  happy  reward  in  the 
regions  of  light  and  glory,  their  study  cannot  be  reprehen- 
sible, or  interfere,  in  the  slightest  degree,  with  the  moral 
or  religious  duties  of  a  Christian. 
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I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  dedicating  the  following 
lecture  on  the  application  of  the  Cloudy  Canopy  to  you, 
my  beloved  brethren  and  associates  in  the  holy  cause  of 
Masonry.  It  points  to  the  most  sacred  things,  and  em- 
bodies the  glory  of  that  Divine  Personage  whose  fiat  created 
the  world.  When  Moses  came  down  from  Mount  Sinai, 
which  was  the  temporary  summit  of  the  ladder  of  Jacob, 
or  the  gate  of  heaven,  his  face  shone  with  such  splendour 
of  Light  that  the  Israelites  could  not  steadily  look  upon 


address  the  people.  Hence  in  Christian  symbolism,  the 
Mosaic  dispensation  is  figured  as  a  female  whose  eyes  are 
covered  with  a  bandage ;  and  is  thus  sculptured  in  the 
door  of  the  Chapter  House  at  Rochester.  By  com- 
munion with  Jehovah,  thQ  great  lawgiver  had  acquired  a 
portion  of  the  light  of  God's  countenance ;  so  in  the 
prayers  and  means  of  grace  under  a  better  dispensation, 
a  new  light  is  kindled  in  our  souls,  as  the  two  disciples, 
when  conversing  with  Christ,  felt  their  hearts  bum  with- 
in them  like  fire. 

This  result  was  symbolized  bv  the  descent  of  the 
divine  Comforter  at  Pentecost,  which  was  not  in  a  fire 
attended  by  the  darkness  of  a  cloud,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness ;  but  in  a  bright  flame 
resting  on  each  of  the  Apostles,  and*  ascending,  like  so 
many  pyramids  divided  at  the  apex  into  two  or  more 
tongues  of  fire  ;  because  the  doctrines  of  revelation  be- 
came clearer  as  the  designs  of  Providence  were  more  fully 
developed.  The  cloud  was  a  symbol  of  the  Law ;  but 
the  fire  is  an  emblem  of  the  Gospel.  In  the  former 
case  the  nimbus  was  attached  to  the  head  of  Moses  only; 
but  in  the  latter  it  was  conmion  to  all  who  were  present 
in  the  Temple,  although  in  other  respects  the  appear- 
ances corresponded  with  each  other.  In  the  former  was 
thunder;  in  the  latter  the  noise  of  a  mighty  wind.  There 
the  people  saw  a  flame,  and  here  fiery  cloven  tongues; 
there  the  mountain  trembled,  and  here  the  place  where 
they  were  gathered  together  was  moved.  The  Jews 
heard  the  sound  of  a  trumpet,  but  the  Christians  were 
more  highly  favoured;  fi>r  they  were  endowed  with  the 
power  of  speaking  all  languages. 

These  cdestial  numifestations  were  but  a  repetition  of 
the  appearance  of  TGAOTU,  who  always  dnplayedfais 


him,  and  he  threw  over 
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glory  in  fire  apd  light;  and  will  come,  in  like  manner,  at 
the  last  day  to  judge  the  quick  and  dead.  May  every 
Free  and  Accepted  Mason  be  prepared  to  meet  hun  with 
confidence  and  joy. 

With  grateful  and  fi^temal  respectS; 
Believe  me  to  be, 
My  dear  Brethren, 
Your  faithfiil  Servant  and  Brother, 

GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Lodge. 


SCOPWICK  VlCARAGBy 

March  1,  1860 
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ApplicaHam  of  the  Cloudy  Canopy  and  iu  aitendaiU  Symbols 
at  the  summit  of  the  Ladder  to  Freemasonry. 

The  Mason  riews  yon  glittering  orbs  on  high* 
Fiz'd  in  the  vast  o'er-arching  Canooj, 
And  from  the  Ardiitect  benignant  draws 
His  humbler  actions,  less  extensive  laws; 
Benevolence  is  hence  his  darling  theme. 
His  waking  monitor,  his  midnight  dream. 
His  eje  sheds  pita's  dew,  his  hand  is  near 
To  wii>e  awaj  affiotion's  starting  tear ; 
The  widow  smiles ;  compassion  waves  its  wing; 
The  prisoner  leaps  for  joj ;  the  orphans  sing.** 

Mabonio  PboloouXv  1775. 

A  Hall  she  sees  standing, 

Than  the  Sun  fairer,  : 

With  its  fflittering  gold  roof 

Aloft  in  Gunli. 

All  men  of  worth 

Shall  there  abide, 

AndJ>li8S  ei\joy 

Through  counuess  ages.** 

SCAMDIRAyiAH  YOLUSPA* 

In  all  the  transactions  of  the  present  wqrld,  activity 
is  excited  by  the  hope  or  prospect  of  some  useM  advan- 
tage as  the  reward  of  our  toil.  This  observation  was 
never  more  strikingly  verified  than  in  the  rage  which  is 
so  universally  displayed  at  the  present  day  for  investigni- 
tions  in  search  oi  gold  amidst  the  wild  regions  of  C^- 
fomia.  Whatever  we  may  be  induced  to  undertake, 
success  is  the  object  of  our  ambition ;  and  the  disgrace 
of  a  failure  is  so  much  dreaded^  that  we  strive  to  the 
utmost  of  our  ability  to  prevent  it.  No  exertion  is  spared 
which  may  contribute  to  that  end.  It  will  follow,  then, 
that  if  this  principle  of  action  is  strong  enough  to  enable 
a  person  to  surmount  all  the  obstacles  which  may  impede 
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his  attainment  of  worldly  benefits;  it  may  be  applied 
with  an  equally  reasonable  prospect  of  saccess  to  the 
business  of  Freemasonry,  and  to  the  climbing  of  the  Theo- 
logical Ladder  which  leads  to  the  Grand  Lod^e  above. 
And  the  reward  promised  to  such  exertions  is  this ; — ^<  to 
him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  on  mv 
Throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame,  and  am  set  down  with 
mv  Father  on  his  Throne."  Or  in  other  words,  those 
who  are  faithful  and  constant  in  the  discharge  of  theix 
several  duties,  shall  occupy  a  conspicuous  situation  in  the 
Cloudy  Canopy  that  crowns  the  summit  of  the  Ladder; 
and  be  rewarcled  with  everlasting  honour  and  glory. 

On  this  account  it  is  that  the  practice  of  moral  virtue 
is  stronglv  recommended  in  the  system  of  Freemasonrv, 
as  one  of  the  requisites  to  make  our  course  successful ; 
where  Faith  produces  Hope,  and  Hope  leads  to  Charity. 
For  this  purpose  a  symbolical  armour  is  provided,  and 
described  m  the  Book  which  cotistitutes  one  of  the  Oreat 
Lights  of  Masonry,  as  an  antidote  and  protection  against 
the  wiles  of  the  devil.^  Whence  the  true  Mason  will 
see  the  necessity  of  fightine  the  good  fight  of  Faith,^  if 
he  be  desirous  of  the  reward.  And  to  show  the  comforts 
of  such  a  course,  he  has  the  example  of  an  inspired 
Apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  assures  him  that  having 
fought  that  good  fight  by  keeping  the  Faith,  he  is  certain 
of  receiving,  as  the  recompense  of  Ins  labours,  a  peaceable 
crown  of  nghteousness.' 

But  there  is  another  example  of  still  greater  import* 
ance  to  the  Christian  Mason  to  incite  him  to  the  habitual 
practice  of  the  Theological  and  Cardinal  virtues,  that  he 
may  have  a  claim  to  the  same  crown — that  of  the  Saviour 
of  mankind ;  and  he  not  only  directs  him  what  to  do  to 
obtain  it,  but  also  promises  that  if  he  shall  succeed  in 
overcoming  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  he  will  give  him 
a  Whits  otonb,  and  in  the  Stone  a  new  name  written, 
which  no  man  knoweth  saving  he  that  receiveth  it.^ 

In  the  catalogue  of  virtues  which  Freemasonry  enjoins 
upon  her  members  as  essential  to  the  observance  of  every 
brother  who  is  desirous  of  attaining  the  summit  of  the 
Ladder,  the  most  prominent  is  a  steadfast  belief  in  Q-od 


» Eph.  iv.,  11. 
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the  G-reat  Architect  of  heaven  and  earth.  This  article 
of  Faith  is  made  imperative  on  every  candidate,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  introdaction  of  iniidelity  and 
atheiBm  into  the  Lodge.  And  accordingly  the  Deity  is 
represented,  as  we  have  seen  in  a  preceding  Lecture,  by 
a  Circle ;  and  in  the  symbolism  of  the  mediaeval  ages, 
by  a  human  Hand  amidst  the  clouds  of  heaven,  in  token 
of  infinite  power,  and  an  invitation  to  ascend  to  the 
mansions  oi  blessedness  by  the  masonic  Ladder,  because 
the  gates  of  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity  form  the  only 
medium  of  access  to  the  throne  of  gracic. 

No  person  can  be  initiated  without  a  previous  acknow- 
ledgment of  this  fundamental  article  of  a  Mason's  creed; 
as  the  following  formular— the  first  ceremony  that  a  can* 
didate  is  subject  to — ^will  show.  After  the  aid  of  the 
Almighty  Father  and  Supreme  Governor  of  the  Uni- 
verse has  been  supplicated  that  ^  the  candidate  may 
dedicate  and  devote  nis  life  to  his  service,  and  becx>me  a 
true  and  faithful  brother;  he  professes  that  in  all  cases 
of  difficulty  and  danger  he  will  put  his  trust  in  God; 
and  is  then  assured  that  as  his  faith  is  so  well  founded,  and 
his  trust  so  firmly  displayed,  he  may  safely  follow  the 
guidance  and  direction  founded  on  the  precepts  revealed 
by  that  great  and  holy  Being,  with  a  firm  but  humble 
confidence ;  for  where  the  name  of  God  is  invoked,  we 
trust  no  danger  can  ensue. 

This  will  constitute  an  unanswerable  argument  to  tboee 
who  would  persuade  the  public  to  believe  that  a  masons' 
lodge  is  a  school  of  infidelity,  and  capable  of  producing 
revolution  and  ruin  to  States  and  Empires,  as  Barruel, 
Robinson,  and  others,  have  vainly  endeavoured  to  prove. 
On  the  contrary,  the  belief  and  acknowledgment  of  God 
the  Creator  is  intended  to  act  as  a  stimulus  to  our 
observance  of  social  and  civil  order,  *and  an  incentive  to 
the  practice  of  morality  and  virtue. 

This  bounteous  and  munificent  Being,  as  is  indicated 
by  our  symbol  of  the  open  Hand,  has  bestowed  upon 
every  man  a  valuable  talent,  and  it  is  at  his  peril  to  neg- 
lect the  improvement  of  it.  It  is  true  some  have  been 
endowed  more  liberally  than  others,  but  to  whomsoever 
much  is  given,  from  him  will  much  be  required.  If  God 
has  given  wisdom,  or  strength,  or  genius,  or  scientific 
knowledge,  it  is  with  the  gracious  intention  that  these 
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Ueflsings  shall  be  widely  promulgated,  that  they  may 
ojperate  to  the  general  advantage  of  society,  as  a  means 
ot  disseminating  knowledge,  and  confernns  benefits  on 
his  creatures.  The  wisdom  of  the  wise  ought  to  be  em* 
ployed  in  directing  the  afiairs  of  others; — strength  is 
for  mutual  protection ;  and  the  beautiful  cunning  of  the 
expert  arbzan,  or  the  more  refined  and  intellectual 
beauties  of  the  poet  and  philosopher,  have  been  commu- 
nicated to  favoured  individuals,  to  adorn  society  with 
the  produce  of  their  works.  All  are  expected  to  contri- 
bute to  one  and  the  same  end  by  the  union  of  their 
several  excellences,  and  no  talent  must  be  dormant, 
under  the  penalty  of  being  rejected  from  those  hwpy 
regions  of  eternal  Light  which  illuminate  and  adorn 
the  summit  of  the  Ladder,  and  cast  into  outer  darkness, 
where  is  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

It  is  to  promote  this  salutary  purpose  that  the  Lec- 
tures of  Freemasonry  have  been  modelled  on  the  system 
of  mutual  instruction ;  that  by  rousing  the  energies  of 
the  apathetic  brother,  and  stimulating  him  by  emulation 
to  exercise  the  gifts  which  have  been  bestowed  upon 
him  he  may  learn  to  perform  his  part  creditably  in  the 
station  of  life  where  he  has  been  placed,  and  be  hailed 
with  the  triumphant  salutation,  Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant,  enter  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.''  So 
true  are  the  words  of  the  poet. 

Honour  and  fame  from  no  condition  rise, 
Act  well  joor  part,  there  all  the  honour  lies. 

Freemasonry,  in  the  whole  of  its  illustrations,  treats 
infidelity  as  an  absurd  speculation  which  can  neither  be 
proved  nor  clearly  comprehended.  Who  can  demonstrate 
that  there  is  no  God,  m  the  face  of  the  glorious  works 
of  Nature,  which  proclaim  his  existence  with  their  mul* 
tifarious  voices  ?  Who  can  prove  that  man  has  no  soul, 
when  the  very  reason  and  intellect  employed  in  the  pro- 
cess, emanate  from  that  ethereal  tenant  of  his  mortal 
4>ody,  and  rise  in  judgment  against  him  to  demolish  his 
hypothesis  ?  But  if,  by  a  series  of  false  reasoning,  the 
infidel  should  be  able  to  persuade  himself  that  there 
is  neither  God,  nor  soul,  nor  future  responsibility,  what 
benefit  dare  he  hope  to  derive  from  it  ?  The  anticipations 
of  utter  annihilation  after  death  must,  of  all  other 
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reflections,  be  the  most  gloomy  and  forbidding.  A  poor 
mortal,  suffering  under  miseries  and  misfortunes,  and 
struggling  against  hardships  and  persecutions  upon  earth, 
with  no  nope  in  another  and  a  better  world,  is  a  con- 
dition not  to  be  imagined  without  fear  and  trembling. 

A  renunciation  of  infidelity  is  tested  and  preyed  by  a 
habit  of  active  religion  ;  for  he  who  holds  no  communion 
with  the  Deity  by  private  prayer  or  public  worship,  is 
little  better  than  a  practical  infidel,  let  his  profession  be 
whatever  it  may.  The  Free  and  Accepted  Mason,  at  his 
first  admission  into  a  lodge,  as  we  have  just  seen,  ac- 
knowleges  his  trust  in  God but  if  that  trust  be  not 
animated  and  kept  alive  by  a  regalar  practice  of  devo- 
tional observances,  of  what  avail  will  such  an  acknow- 
ledgment be  ?  If  any  brother  should  ask,  what  benefit 
should  I  derive  from  these  observances  ?  I  would  answer 
him  by  other  questions  equally  significant,  viz.,  what 
benefit  arises  from  the  creation  of  man ;  and  of  what 
use  was  the  appointment  of  one  day  in  sevea  for  rest  and 
worship,  if  the  Sabbath  be  not  devoted  to  these  holy 
purposes  ?  Of  what  use  was  the  revelation  of  God's 
wUl  to  man,  if  the  Scriptures  be  not  read,  or  learned,  or 
inwardly  digested  ?  Those  who  never  pray  live  in  a 
continual  doubt  of  God's  existence,  and  possess  no  steady 
belief  in  the  moral  government  of  T  G  A  O  T  U.  And 
therefore  prayer  forms  the  very  essence  of  Freemasonry, 
and  accompanies  all  its  ceremonies.  A  man  might  as 
well  at  once  avow  his  disbelief  in  the  being  of  a  God,  as 
to  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  which  is 
the  sole  medium  of  communication  with  the  Throne  of 
Grace  ;  and  if  it  ascend,  as  it  ought  to  do,  through  the 
gates  of  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity,  an  assurance  is  given 
in  the  divine  Tracing  Board,  that  having  passed  through 
the  gates  of  death,  the  faithful  brother  will  be  introduced 
into  those  celestial  mansions  which  form  the  brilliant 
canopy  of  a  Masons'  lodge. 

This  is  the  happy  result  of  prayer  and  an  observance 
of .  the  divine  ordinances  of  religion;  all  of  which  have 
a  jplace  assigned  to  them  in  the  usual  rites  of  the  Order. 
We  open  and  close  our  lodges ;— initiate,  pass,  apd  raise 
our  candidates.; — congratulate,  acknowledge,  receive, 
and  exalt  our  expert  brethren,  by  solemn  prayer.  The 
reading  of  the  Scriptures  constitutes  a  regular  portion  of 
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our  stated  formulae ;  our  lodges  are  consecrated  and  dedi- 
cated by  a  series  of  religious  services ;  and  the  gracious 
aid  of  the  Most  High  is  invoked  on  all  our  labours.  By 
these  observances  the  lodge  becomes  holy  groimd,  and  the 
worthy  and  zealous  Mason  hopes  to  imbibe  a  portion  of 
those  sacred  emanations  which  stream  from  such  a  source, 
like  the  rays  of  enduring  light  that  surround  the  Throne 
of  God.  Thus  will  the  tempter  of  mankind,  by  whom  our 
first  parents  were  betrayed  into  sin  and  shame,  be  shorn 
of  his  chief  power,  because  he  will  find  his  intended 
victim  under  the  protection  of  grace. 

I  shall  not  enter,  in  this  place,  into  a  disquisition  on 
the  necessity  of  moral  excellence  and  Charity  as  an  un-^ 
erring  test  of  Faith  and  Hope,  although  Masonry 
commends  and  enforces  the  virtue  described  in  the  Second 
Table  delivered  to  Moses  on  the  Mount,  as  the  fruits  of 
Faith,  which  is,  indeed,  one  of  its  acknowledged  symbols ; 
but  proceed  to  illustrate  the  doctrine  by  a  series  of  prac- 
tical arguments,  drawn  entirely  from  the  system  of  Free- 
masonry, which  show  the  uncertainty  of  our  tenuis  in 
this  life,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  enjoyment 
of  a  better,  which  is  placed  above  the  Cloudy  Canopy, 
and  accessible  by  means  of  the  masonic  Ladder. 

This  Cloudy  Canopy,  like  the  legend  of  the  third 
degree,  points  out  the  mutability  of  all  things  here 
be]  low;  and  therefore  Freemasonry  uses  it  as  an  in- 
ducement to  the  brethren  so  to  pass  through  things 
temporal  as  finally  not  to  lose  the  things  that  are  eter- 
nal;" or  in  other  words,  that  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Mason,  having  performed  the  duties  recommended  to 
him  in  the  lodge,  and  passed  through  the  gate  of  Faith, 
may  gradually  ascend  the  innumerable  steps  of  the 
Ladder,  by  a  lively  Hope  of  receiving  the  promised 
rewards,  till  he  attains  to  that  universal  Charity  which 
rejoiceth  in  the  truth.  Then  he  cannot  fail  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  number  of  the  heavenly  hierafchy, 
amongst  those  happy  souls  who  are  permitted  to  say, 
*♦  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power, 
and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  blessing."^ 

To  accomplish  this  desirable  result,  the  Lectures  of 
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Maaonry  give  the  following  judicious  advice  to  tiie 
brethren:  As  the  steps  of  mau  tread  in  the  devious  and 
uncertain  paths  of  life,  and  his  days  are  chequered  by 
good  and  evil ;  and  as  in  his  passage  through  this  abort 
and  precarious  stage  of  existence,  prosperity  sometimeB 
snules  upon  him,  while  at  others  he  is  beset  with  a  mul- 
titude 01  evils; — Whence  our  lodges  are  furnished  with  a 
mosaic  flooring,,  to  remind  us  of  the  precariousness  of 
our  situation;  to-day  success  may  crown  our  labours: 
while  to-morrow  we  miay  tread  the  uneven  paths  of 
weaknei^,  temptation,  adveiBity,  and  death.  Since,  then, 
such  emblems  are  continually  before  our  eyes,  we  are 
taught  to  boast  of  nothing,  but  to  walk  uprightly  and 
with  humility  before  God  and  man,  considering  there  is 
no  station  of  life  on  which  pride  can  be  securely  founded. 
All  men  have  birtli,  but  some  are  bom  to  more  exalted 
stations  than  others ;  yet,  when  in  the  grave  all  are  on 
a  level,  death  destroying  all  distinctions.  Let  every 
brother,  then,  consider  it  his  duty  to  act  according  to 
the  pure  dictates  of  reason  and  revelation ;  cultivating 
harmony,  maintaining  charity,  and  living  in  unity  and 
brotherly  love." 

Again:  the  candidate  in  one  of  the. degrees  is  in- 
structed that  his  admission  in  a  state  of  helpless  indi- 
gence was  emblematic  of  the  birth  of  man,  who,  at  his 
entrance  into  this  mortal  existence,  is  equally  helpless, 
and  indebted  to  others  even  fpr  the  preservation  of  his 
life.  And  it  further  symbolized  the  principles  of  active 
benevolence  for  relief  and  consolation  in  the  hour  of 
affliction.  Above  all  he  was  taught  to  bend  with  humili- 
ty and  resignation  before  the  Great  Architect  of  the 
Universe ;  to  purify  his  heart  from  the  operation  of  pasr- 
sion  and  prejudice,  and  to  prepare  it  for  the  reception  of 
Truth  from  the  precepts  of  Wisdom,  to  His  glory  and 
the  good  of  his  fellow  creatures.  He  is  further  told  that 
by  the  second  degree  of  Masonry  he  was  enabled  to  con- 
template the  high  destination  at  which  he  might  arrive 
by  the  application  of  his  intellectual  faculties  to  the 
study  of  heavenly  science ;  and  that  the  secrets  of  Nature 
and  the  principles  of  moral  truth  were  unveiled,  for  the 


wondrous  faculties  with  which  he  is  endowed ;  that  he 
may  feel  the  duty  whi^h  is  thereby  imposed  upon  him 
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of  cultivathig  tliem  with  unremitiinff  care  and  attention^ 
that  he  may  become  an  usefol  and  happy  member  of 
society.  When  his  mind  has  thus  been  modelled  to  vir- 
tue and  science,  the  third  degree  presents  hun  with  ano- 
ther great  and  useful  lesson — ^the  knowledge  of  himself. 
It  prepares  him,  by  contemplation,  for  the  closing  hour 
of  existence ;  and  when  by  means  of  that  contemplation 
it  has  conducted  him  through  the  chequered  scenes  of 
prosperity  and  adversity  incident  to  this  mortal  life,  it 
finally  instructs  him  how  to  die. 

I  have  been  thus  diffiise  in  my  quotations  from  the 
Old  Lectures,  because  the  above  passages  are  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  subject  under  cuscussion.  And  some 
lodges  in  this  country,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, introduced  into  their  lectures  the  following  obser- 
vations on  the  certainty  of  death,  which  were  firat  made 
public  by  Bro.  Inwood. 

There  is  no  security  from  the  devouring  weapon  of 
death.  Without  another  enemy,  this  one  would  fill  the 
world  with  mourning.  The  mother  forgets  all  the  sor- 
rows of  her  travail,  for  joy  that  a  man  is  bom  into  the 
world ;  the  father  receives  the  infant  with  a  smUe  of 

Sfttitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  goodness.  In  a  very' few 
ys,  notwithstanding  all  the  mother's  care  and  the 
father's  solicitude,  this  innocent  babe  becomes  the  victim 
of  death.  Again ;  we  see  the  tear  of  sorrow  moistening 
the  cheek  oi  venerable  age,  while  hanging  over  the 
corpse  of  a  beloved  son  or  daughter,  snatched  from  life 
in  the  bloom  of  youth  and  beauty ;  we  see  the  strong 
features  of  manhood  distorted  by  unaffected  grief  while 
standing  by  the  grave  of  a  beloved  wife ;  and  we  often 
see  the  disconsolate  widow  leading  her  trembling  orphans 
from  their  departed  father's  grave ;  and,  before  she  could 
leave  the  hallowed  ground,  turn  round  to  heave  the  fare- 
well sigh,  for  her  sorrows  are  too  great  to  weep. 

If  we  see  all  this,  we  cannot,  then,  be  ignorant  that 
there  is  no  escape  from  the  piercing  arrows  of  death. 
The  thick  walls  of  the  royal  palace,  with  the  clay-buUt 
cottage  of  the  pauper,  are  equally  pregnable  to  his  darts. 
Strength  or  wealuiess;  health  or  sickness;  beauty  or 
deformity;  riches  or  poverty;  learning  or  ignorance; 
all,  in  one  undistinguisned  level,  fall  beneath  Ms  mighty 
arm.   Wherever  he  levels  his  bow,  the  mark  is  ceftain^ 
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the  victim  falls,  the  silken  cord  of  life  is  cat  in  twain, 
and  the  mourners  weep  about  the  streets ;  for  the  re- 
union of  soul  and  body,  when  thus  separated,  exceeds  all 
human  power.  Such  hath  been  man  in  every  age  of  the 
world ;  such  is  man  in  his  present  most  exalted  moments; 
and  such  is  each  of  us.   To-day  perhaps  prosperity  and 

i'oy  shine  upon  our  persons,  and  ^he  persons  of  our  be- 
oved  friends,  and  we  only  feel  the  sorrows  of  another's 
woe.  But  to-morrow,  nay,  perhaps,  before  this  day  closeB 
its  light,  some  friendly  heart  may  sigh  over  our  breath- 
less corpse — alas  my  Brother." 

This  is  very  beautiful,  and  if  universally  adopted  by 
the  Masters  of  Lodges,  could  not  fail  to  produce  a  last- 
ing impression  on  every  Mason's  heart,  and  to  make  it 
wiser  and  better.  If  we  are  fully  confident  that  we 
must  soon  die,  and  that  after  death  comes  judgment,  it 
seems  also  to  follow  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  we 
shall  feel  it  our  interest  to  prepare  for  the  event  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  produce  a  favourable  sentence  when  that 
awful  day  shall  come. 

And  yet  experience  convinces  us  that  such  a  proceed- 
ing is  not  always  practised.  And  why?  Not  that  a 
thoughtless  brother  entertains  the  most  distant  idea  that 
he  shall  never  die,  but  because  he  believes  that  his  lease 
of  life  will  be  extended  to  an  indefinite  length,  and  that 
there  will  be  ample  time  to  prepare  for  the  approach  of 
the  last  enemy. 

This  is  the  great  error  of  man.  Life,  with  all  its 
uncertainties  and  vicissitudes,  is  passed  in  an  unceasing 
struggle  for  wealth,  or  honour,  or  distinction,  or  any- 
thing but  what  we  possess.  The  preparation  for  a  state 
more  precious  than  them  all,  is  swallowed  up  in  the 
fatal  gulph  of  procrastination ;  and  numbers  die  fs  they 


life,  in  the  unextinguished  thirst  after  worldly 
Well  might  the  moral  poet  say ; 


blessed 


Procrastination  is  the  thief  of  time, 


Tear  after  year  it  steals  till  all  are  fled. 
And  to  the  mercy  of  a  moment  leaves 
The  vast  conoems  of  an  etomal  scene. 


It  has  been  seen  that  Freemasonry  endeavours  to 
guard  the  brethren  against  this  fatal  error,  by  illuatra- 
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tions  of  a  character  so  decided  that  they  cannot  be  mig- 
understood;  and  at  the  same  time  so  plain  and  pointed 
that  they  cannot  be  overlooked.  Nor  will  it  be  too 
much  to  say  that  the  teaching  of  Masonry  on  these 

Eoints  has  been  eminently  successfiil;  and  there  are 
onourable  instances  of  men,  whose  indifference  to  the 
genial  influences  of  religion  has  been  removed  by  the 
gentle  a4monitions  of  Freemasonry;  and  who,  from  a 
perfect  indifference  to  all  religious  restraints,  have  be- 
come zealous  and  practical  Christian^  in  the  belief  that 
"  if  they  have  Hope  only  in  this  world,  they  would  be 
of  all  men  the  most  miserable."^ 

Thus  Masonry  is  termed  the  hand-maiden  of  religion, 
because  it  enforces  the  practical  fruits  of  Faith,  wittiout 
which  all  religion  is  vain.  Like  Christianity  it  teaches 
that  of  the  three  Theological  Virtues  Charity  is  the  best 
and  greatest; — ^it  enjoins  the  strict  observance  of  the 
Cardinal  Virtues; — it  enforces  the  three  great  moral 
duties  to  God,  our  neighbour,  and  otirselves ; — it  incul- 
cates Brotherly  Love,  Relief,  and  Truth,  as  the  principal 
Point  of  the  masonic  system  ; — it  recommends  for  prac- 
tice those  excellences  of  character,  Secresy,  Fidelity, 
and  Obedience;  and  imprints  indelibly  upon  the  mind 
the  sacred  dictates  of  Truth,  Honour,  and  Virtue. 

In  a  word,  every  moral  duty  which  distinguishes  the 
Christian  system,  forms  a  gem  in  the  masonic  crown ; 
and  being  recommended  by  the  practice  of  the  brethren, 
are  diffused  throughout  society ;  and  the  pleasing  results 
are  manifested  in  the  harmony  which  adorns  and  cements 
the  social  system,  and  produces  the  abundant  and  salu- 
tary fruits  of  unity  and  love  in  this  world,  with  a  confi- 
dent assurance  of  happiness  in  that  holy  place  which  is 
symbolized  in  the  Cloudy  Canopy  of  a  Masons'  lodge. 

What  better  encouragement  can  be  desired,  to  induce  a 
brother  to  discht^ge,  habitually  and  conscientiously,  his 
duty  to  God,  his  neighbour,  and  himself,  as  he  is  directed 
to  do  in  pursuance  of  his  masonic  obligations?  He  has 
the  promise  of  reward  at  that  period  when  death,  the 
grand  leveller  of  all  human  greatness,  has  drawn  his  sable 
curtain  round  him ;  and  when  the  last  arrow  of  this  our 
mortal  enemy  has  been  dispatched,  and  his  bow  broken 


•  1  Cor.  XT.,  19. 
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hf  the  iron  hmd,  of  'Hxne.  Then  when  the  Angel  of  Hie 
Lord  declares  that  Time  shall  be  no  more,  he  wUl  recme 
possession  of  an  immortal  inheritance  in  those  heavenly 
mansions  veiled  from  mortal  eye  by  the  Clondy  Canopy; 
for  the  great  I  AM,  the  Grand  Master  of  the  whole 
universe,  will  invite  him  to  enter  into  his  celestial 
lodge  where  peace,  order,  and  harmony  shall  eternally 
reign. 

In  these  heavenly  places  he  will  inherit  all  things, 
and  become  a  polished  Pillar  in  the  sacred  Temple  of  me 
Most  High ;  and  from  a  brother  Mason  in  the  lodge  on 
earth  he  will  become  a  Son  of  God  in  the  lodge  in 
heavenJ  To  prepare  for  this  dignity  it  will  be  necessatv 
to  rule  and  govern  the  passions,  to  be  obedient  to  alL 
lawful  commands,  to  keep  a  tongue  of  good  report,  and 
to  practise  the  general  precepts  of  the  masonic  Ordar. 
The  brother  who  does  this  will  be  sure  to  overcome. 
But  he  must  keep  his  lodge  closely  tyled,*  and  maintain 
a  vigilant  watch because  at  a  day  and  hour  when  he 
thinks  not  of  it,  the  final  report  will  be  madeJ^ 

It  is  true,  the  conspiring  world  offers  strong  tempta- 
tions to  seduce  him  from  his  duty ;  and  unless  he  exer- 
cises the  strictest  caution,  will  overcome  his  virtuous 
resolutions,  as  was  unfortunately  the.  case  with  the 
twelve  recanting  Fellowcrafts.  But  the  faithful  brother 
will  be  on  his  guard  against  these  temptations  while 
ascending  the  numerous  steps  of  the  LBidder  which  leads 
to  heaven,  that  he  may  successfully  conquer  the  difficnl- 
ties  of  the  ascent.  And  there  are  difficulties  which 
cannot  be  surmounted  but  by  the  powerful  aid  of  faith. 
How  many  of  us  may  truly  say,  with  that  eminait 
brother  St.  Paul, — there  are  times  when  we  are  particu- 
larly desirous  of  doing  right,  but  still  we  wander  from 
the  path ;  when  we  condemn  in  others  what  we  practise 
ourselves;  and  when  the  good  that  we  would  do,  we  do 
not ;  and  the  evil  we  would  avoid,  that  we  do. 

The  reason  of  all  this  is  easy  enough  to  understand. 
It  proceeds  from  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  and  made 
murderers  of  Akirop,  Kurmavil,  and  Gravelot;  whose 
dreadiul  fate  is  hela  forth  $^  a  beacon  to  warn  the  con- 


^  Bev.  xii.,  7.  •  Matt,  vi.,  6.  •  2  Tim.  iL,  3. 
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adfiTftte  Master  Mason  of  the  evil  conseqnQnces  of  listen- 
ing to  suggestions  which  are  expressly  forbidden  at  every 
stage  of  his  masonic  progress. 

And  there  is  another  extreme  which  must  be  carefully 
avoided  by  every  candidate  for  the  hidden  glories  which 


soever  his  onward  progress  may  be,  he  must  beware 
taking  his  stand  on  the  deceitful  ground  of  an  imaginary 
perfection.  If  he  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  suffer 
himself  to  be  led  into  this  fatal  error,  he  will  soon  find 
himself  miserably  deceived;  for  Freemasonry,  in  all  its 
varied  disquisitions,  will  show  him  that  the  most  perfect 
man  the  world  ever  saw,  either  thinks  or  does  something 
every  day  of  his  life,  which  reminds  him  of  the  corrupt 
tion  of  his  nature.  The  well  instructed  brother  will 
consider  it  his  duty  to  go  on  steadily  towards  perfection 


next.  And  it  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  secret  recesses 
of  the  Cloudy  Canopy. 

Now  there  are  some  who  think  that,  although  they 
may  be  abdicted  to  the  practice  of  every  vice  whida 
stams  and  degrades  our  nature,  yet  so  long  as  they  injure 
nobody  but  themselves,  they  may  justly  be  exempted 
from  any  serious  violation  of  the  laws  of  social  order. 
But  Freemasonry  will  teach  them  another  lesson.  ]biy 
showing  the  consequences  of  evil  example;  which,  like 
a  contagious  atmosphere,  contaminates  everything  that 
floats  upon  its  surface.  If  this  specious  plea  be  seriously 
examined,  its  futility  will  be  plainly  manifest  A  single 
illustration  will  simice  to  show,  that  it  is  equally  at 
v^iriance  with  the  dictates  of  truth  and  reason.  We  will 
take  an  extreme  case. 

The  Atheist  will  fancy,  that  his  denial  of  a  divine 
providence  is  purely  personal,  and  does  not  affect  the 
community  at  large.  It  will  be  observed,  in  limine^  that 
this  man  cannot  nossibly  be  a  Mason,  because  the  Order 
repudiates  Infidelity  on  the  very  threshold  of  the  lodge, 
as  we  have  alreadv  seen.  He  mav^  indeed,  live  vnthout 
seriously  injuring  his  neighbour,  if  he  be  not  addicted  to 
proselyting.  But  modem  experience  proves,  that  no  one 
can  entertain  extreme  heterodox  views  on  any  subject, 
without  using  every  means  in  his  power  to  force  his 
tenets  on  the  consciences  of  others.   As  v^itness  our 


in  this  life,  in  the  assured 
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SoeialistB,  Chartiats,  and  Teetotallere,  who  uae  every 
species  of  agency,  both  priyate  and  public,  to  diBseminate 
their  distodied  opinions;  and  will  even  renounce  tfaesr 
oldest  and  best  friends,  if  they  withhold  their  assent 
from  the  doctrines  which  they  j^ropound* 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  senous  injury  is  inflicted  on 
individuals,  and  on  society  at  large,  by  the  agency  of 
any  one  who  professes  freedom  of  thought''  in  matters 
of  religion,  while  he  practically  denies  the  being  of  a 
God ;  and  entertains  the  delusive  belief,  that,  even  if  his 
opinions  on  this  subject  should  be  erroneous,  no  one 
suffers  by  them  but  himself.  Such  an  argument,  if  it 
were  founded  in  truth,  would  unhinge  the  whole  frame 
of  civil  society ;  religion  would  become  useless — ^masonic 
lodges  unnecessary — and  the  Pedestal,  with  its  sacred 
furniture,  little  better  than  a  mockery  of  T  G  A  O  T  U. 

This,  however,  is  the  light  in  which  the  enemy  of 
mankind  would  wish  to  place  morality  and  religion,  for 
the  purpose  of  obstructing  our  progress  through  the 
consecutive  gates  of  the  three  prmcipal  avenues  of  the 
Ladder  leading  from  this  world  to  the  next.  He  in- 
fluences his  agents,  the  Atheist,  the  Socialist,  and  their 
compeers,  to  persuade  mankind  that  pleasure  is  the  chief 
purpose  for  which  man  was  created;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose offers  them  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  as  the 
reward  of  their  allegiance.  But  Freemasonry  will  arm 
the  worthy  brother  with  the  symbolical  panoply  of  the 
Order;  the  helmet  of  salvation,  the  shield  of  faith,  and 
the  sword  of  the  Spirit;  that  he  may  triumphantly  resist 
the  insidious  persecutions  of  those  who  would  lead  him 
from  the  direct  line  of  truth,  to  stray  beyond  the  drde 
of  duty.  And  if  he  comes  out  of  the  battle  as  a  con- 
queror, he  will  realize  the  promise  of  the  Most  High, 
will  be  his  God,  and  he  shall  be  my  son."  ^ 

The  precise  meaning  of  this  promise  involves  the  sub^eet 
of  the  present  Lecture.  It  refers  to  an  asylum  provided 
for  the  good  and  worthv  Mason  in  the  paradise  of  God; 
where  he  will  be  clotned  in  white  robes;  vnth  the 
Sacred  Name  of  Jehovah  inscribed  on  his  forehead.  This 
region  of  Light  is  so  resplendent  with  the  glory  of  Ood 
and  the  Lamb,  that  it  has  no  need  of  the  Sun  or  of  the 
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Moon  to  enlighten  it;  and  none  can  enter  there  but  they 
whose  aames  are  duly  registered  in  the  Book  of  Life.^^ 
This  liappy  region  is  concealed  from  mortal  viewt  by 
the  cloudy  canopy  at  the  summit  of  the  masonic  Ladder;  * 
being  Burrounde(i  with  clouds  and  thick  darkness  to  us 
who  are  in  the  flesh,  but  clear  and  refulgent  to  the 
spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect;  but  its  glories  are 
accessible  to  the  anxious  maBOUj  by  an  assiduous  endear 
your  to  perform  his  moral  and  religious  duties. 

How  bright  these  glorious  spirits  shine ; 

Whence  all  their  white  array  ? 
How  came  they  to  the  blissfol  seats 

Of  tverlasting  day  ? 
Lo,  these  are  they  m>m  sufferings  great, 

Who  came  from  realms  of  light, 
And  in  the  blood  of  Christ  have  washed 

Those  robes  which  shine  so  bright. 

This  reward  ought  to  be  an  object  of  some  importance 
to  every  good  and  worthy  brother,  who  is  desirous  of 
making  his  profession  of  Masonry  subservient  to  his  best 
and  dearest  interests.  And  this  is  really  the  ultimate 
desi^  of  the  Order,  to  those  who  consider  it  as  a 
spiritual  institution  calculated  to  ennoble  the  moral 
character  of  man.  For  nothing  can  tend  more  eflfectually 
to  induce  holiness  here,  than  the  prospect  of  happiness 
hereafter.  Whoever  is  desirous  oi  sitting  on  a  throne 
in  heaven,  must,  as  the  old  Prestoninn  Charges  express 
it,  "study  the  Sacred  Law  of  Q-od  as  the  unerring 
standard  of  truth  and  justice,  and  regulate  his  life  and 
actions  by  its  divine  precepts  in  a  strict  discharge  of  the 
several  duties  of  his  station."  If  he  have  grace  to  do 
this,  T  G  A  O  T  U  will  be  his  friend  in  the  present  world, 
and  will  give  him  an  inheritance  in  the  holy  and  happy 
mansions  which  lie  beyond  the  cloudy  canopy,  when  his 
allotted  period  of  probation  shall  be  ended. 

Will  it,  then,  be  considered  wise  to  risk  the  loss  of 
this  happiness  for  the  sake  of  any  worldly  good,  which, 
how  pleasing  soever  it  may  appear,  will  suddenly  vanish 
away,  like  the  evanescent  shadows  of  the  itiorning  sun  ? 
Whoever  thinks  otherwise,  must  have  disregarded  equally 
his*  masonic  obligations,  his  lessons  of  initiation,  and  the 


"  Rev.  vii.,  9,  xiv.  1,  xxi.,  23,  27. 
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nMNral  inyestigatioiis  which  attend  his  inlproyed  progms 
in  the  art,  by  renouncing  all  thouffhts  ot  Him,  in  whom 
he  professed  to  put  his  trust,  and  of  his  moral  goyern- 
ment  of  the  world.  For  no  Mason  could  be  induced,  by 
any  consideration,  to  neglect  the  duties,  so  solemnly 
undertaken  in  the  name  and  presence  of  the  Most  Hisfa, 
if  he  really  belieyed  Him  to  possess  the  power  of  oe- 
priying  hun  in  a  single  instant  of  life  and  hope,  and 
exclumng  him  from  that  blessed  abode  which  is  hiddm 
from  mortal  yiew  in  the  glorious  Symbol  before  us. 

Let  eyery  zealous  brother,  who  is  denrous  of  orna- 
menting the  Craft  which  he  professes,  seriously  consider 
that  eyery  round  of  the  Ladder  which  he  surmounts,  will 
bring  him  nearer  to  its  summit ;  that  the  Hand  of  G-od 
beckons  him  on,  and  encourages  him  to  proceed;  and 
that  the  hosts  of  heayen  rejoice  at  his  successful  {U-ogreas. 
And  if  he  regularly  performs  his  deyotions  in  public  and 
priyate,  and  does  his  duty  in  the  station  of  life  to  which 
he  has  been  called,  he  will  gradually  adyance  through 
the  open  Gates  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  till  he 
occupy  a  throne  in  heayen,  and  be  rewarded  with  glory 
and  immortality. 

Such  is  the  happiness  which  is  attainable  by  a  steady 
course  in  the  ascending  path  of  the  Theological  Virtues. 
Whoeyer  wishes  to  share  in  it,  will  glorify  the  Sacred 
Name  of  God;  will  extol  Him  that  rideth  upon  the 
heayens  by  his  Name  Jah,  and  rejoice  before  him.''  And 
in  addition  to  this,  they  will  be  kind  and  charitable  to 
each  other,  and  practise  all  the  yirtues  recommended  in 
the  system  of  Freemasonry.  It  is,  indeed,  true,  and 
unfortunately  so,  that  there  are  many  amongst  us,  who 
do  not  possess  the  power  of  doing  much  good  to  their 
necessitous  fellow  creatures;  but  this  is  of  yery  little 
consequence,  proyided  they  do  all  the  good  they  can.  It 
is  not  the  extent  of  the  action,  but  the  feeling  of  the 
heart  which  shows  the  true  Mason.  Be  merciful  afier 
thy  power,  says  the  First  Great  Light;  '*if  thou  hast 
mucn,  giye  plenteously;  if  thou  hast  little,  do  thy 
diliffence  gladly  to  giye  of  that  little;  for  so  thou 
gai£ere8t  to  thyself  a  good  reward  against  the  day  of 
n^eeasity."^^ 


>«Tobltiy.,& 


848 


And  so  it  is  of  all  the  duties  which  a  Mason  is  bonnd 
by  his  O.  B.  to  perfonn.  He  is  not  expected  to  be 
charitable  beyond  his  ability ;  but  in  all  cases,  whatever 
he  does,  he  ought  to  do  it  gladly  and  cheerfiilly;  for  a 
kind  and  sympathetic  word  is  often  of  more  value  than 
the  most  profuse  pecuniary  assistance,  if  it  be  rendered 
with  a  nudging  mind. 

But  S  any  brother  have  reason  to  believe,  that  he  has 
not  performed  his  sacred  obligations  to  God  and  man  so 
strictly  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  let  him  lose  no  time 
in  enaeavouring  to  repair  the  evil.  If  he  pray  with 
sincerity  and  zeal,  T  G-  A  O  T  U  will  vouchee^  his  aid 
in  the  work  of  reformation,  that  he  may  become  a  true 
and  faithful  brother  amongst  us;  and  will  endue  him 
with  a  competent  of  divine  wisdom,  that  by  the  aid  of 
the  mystenes  of  Ifasonrv,  he  may  in  future  display  the 
beauties  of  godliness ;  ana  the  answer  to  his  petition  will 
be,  ''He  that  keepeth  my  works  unto  the  end,  to  him 
will  I  give  power  over  the  nations;  and  he  shall  rule 
them  with  a  rod  of  iron.   And  I  will  give  him  the 


^  Rev.  ii.,  26.  28. 
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(tfMk  Stiti(aton) 

TO 

W.  M.* 

S.  W- 
J.  W. 
P.  H. 
TUB  A. 
SBC. 
&  D. 
J.  D. 
STEWARDS. 

Of  the  Rising  Star  of  Western  India. 


My  Dear  Brethren, 

It  is  quite  refreshing  to  a  lover  of  Masonry  like 
myself,  to  find  that  its  holy  principles  are  flourislung  so 
extensively  in  the  Eastern  part, of  the  globe,  where  tiiej 
first  originated,  and  enlightening  in  an  equal  ratio  bow 
Europeans  and  natives  with  the  brilliancy  of  its  beam 
The  Kising  Star  will,  as  every  good  Mason  anticipates,  be 
a  blessing  to  ages  yet  unborn ;  and,  like  its  type,  in  the 
centre  of  the  lodge,  will  herald  a  state  of  universal  peace, 
embodied  by  your  Provincial  Grand  Master  in  his  new 
Order  of  the  Olive  Branch,  which  may  cement  the  native 
and  European  population  into  one  happy  people,  w 

*  The  Author  has  not  received  the  names  of  Ihe  offioeisof  tiie 
LodffB,  and  therefore  has  no  ahematiTe  but  to  leaye  blanks  that  Ihey 
mayM  fiUed  up  with  the  pen. 
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children  of  the  same  Parent,  governed  by  the  same  laws, 

and  partners  in  the  same  beneficent  institutions. 

I  should,  indeed,  be  insensible  to  all  good  and  holy  feel- 
ing, were  I  to  remain  unimpressed  with  the  most  lively 
sensations  of  gratitude  to  you,  my  brethren,  for  your 
kindness  in  associating  my  name  with  your  own,  in  con- 
nection with  a  lodge,  from  the  existence  of  which  so 
many  beneficial  results  may  be  expected  to  ensue.  The 
flattering  manner  in  which  the  honour  was  conferred 
merits  my  wannest  thanks.  Proposed  in  iull  lodge  by 
the  Provincial  Grand  Master,  Dr.  Bumes,  whom  a  great 
authority  truly  denominates  "  the  far-shining  beacon  of 
the  Order  in  India;"  carried  by  acclamation ;  and  con- 
veyed to  me  by  a  d^tinguished  native  brother,  Manack- 
qee  Curtsejee,  Esq.,  in  highly  complimentary  terms; 
it  was  ultimately  confirmed  by  a  formal  diploma,  trans- 
mitted by  the  same  hand  in  the  following  year. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  Lecture  on  the  Blazing 
Star  may  with  ^reat  propriety  be  addressed  to  the 
brethren  of  the  Rising  Star  of  Western  Incliji,  not  only 
as  a  public  expression  of  gratitude,  but  also  as  a  tribute 
of  friendship,  and  a  small  though  inadequate  return  for 
the  distinguished  favours  I  have  received  at  the  hands  of 
so  respectable  and  intelligent  a  body  of  men.  As  the 
heliacal  rising  of  the  canicular  Star  caused  aU  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Egypt  to  rejoice  in  its  a|>pearance,  as  a  prelude 
to  those  prolific  inundations  which  were  a  blessing  to 
the  land,  so  may  the  population  of  Western  India  re- 
joice in  the  existence  of  their  Rising  Star,  as  the  harbin- 
ger of  moral  benefits,  more  valuable  than  the  produce 
which  the  Egyptians  derived  from  the  overflowing  of 
their  saqred  river. 

May  its  glory  increase  with  every  succeeding  year; 
and  its  usemlness  exceed  the  most  sanguine  anticipations 
of  him  who  has  the  honour  to  subscribe  himself, 
W.  Sir,  and  dear  Brethren, 
Your  truly  obliged  and  faithfiil  Brother, 

GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Lodge. 

SCOPWICK  ViCARAOB, 

April  1,  1860. 
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Enquiry  into  the  true  MoLsonic  r^mi»  of  the  Blazing  Stmrm 

**  A  Star,  in  the  hieroglTphical  Bystem  of  the  pagan  oneiio-erilios, 
denoted  a  god ;  and  this  sense  the  word  doubtless  aoqnired  from  the 
imiTersally  established  dootrine  of  Hie  Gentilest  that  each  Star  was 
animated  by  tfae  soul  of  a  hero^^od,  who  had  dwelt  incarnate  upon 
earth  as  a  descent  or  avatar  ox  the  creative  divinity.  Balaam,  be- 
holding with  open  eyes  the  very  person  who  had  appeared  to  him  as 
the  anthropomorphic  Angel  of  Jenovah,  and  from  whom  he  specially 
received  toe  communications  which  he  was  to  make  to  Balak;  b^ 
holding  (I  say)  with  open  eyes  this  person,  as  the  future  victorious 
offspring  of  JaCob,  he  was  naturally  led,  from  a  fuU  knowledge  of  his 
divine  diaracter,  to  describe  him  {Prophetical]^  by  an  hierogljrpbio 
which  denoted  a  Ood.  The  Star,  therefore,  foretold  by  Balaam,  is 
the  Lawgiver  fbretold  by  Jacob.  But  the  Lawgiver  foretold  by 
Jacob  is  3ie  Man  Jehovah.  Therefore,  the  Star  foretold  by  Balaam* 
is  the  Man  Jehovah  also." 

Fabeb. 

*  *  I  have  seen  a  Biasing  Star,  or  tfae  Shekinah,  «aoh  of  whose  beans 

contained  one  of  the  Sacred  Names ;  inclosing  the  letter  G  within  a 
circle,  and  also  an  equilateral  triangle,  under  which  was  placed  the 
Ark  of  the  Covenant  The  circle  denoted  is  etetnity,  because  it  is 
witihout  beginning  and  without  end ;  the  triandie  signified  ; 
the  Blaib^  Star,  the  light  of  Providence  pomting  out  the  way  of 
Troth;  the  letter  G,  glory,  grandeur,  and  gomel;  all  refoaiQg 
to  the  divine  Name  and  perfections." 

JjECTUUE  OF  THB  DSGREE  OF  SfiCRET  MaSTEB. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and  shows  how  careful  the 
Deity  has  always  been  to  preserve  a  strict  uniformity  in 
all  his  gracious  revelations  to  his  creatures,  that  in  every 
covenant  which  he  condescended  to  make  with  man,  he 
always  manifested  himself  by  the  Star-like  appearance 
of  a  celestial  fire,  as  a  symbol  of  purity  and  truth.  The 
Covenant  with  Adam  was  made  by  the  Shekinah,  or 
Sacred  Fire,  in  which  a  deliverer  was  promised,  whose 
appearance  was  to  be  announced  by  a  smiilar  ph^ome* 
non.   It  was  Jehovah  Elohim,  translated  tfae  Loxd  God, 
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^Hhe  brightness  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  express  image 
of  his  person,"^  who  appeared  in  this  holy  cloud  of  Light 
to  converse  with  Adam ;  and  what  is  denominated  hy 
Moses  **a  flaming  sword,''  when  the  guilty  pair  were 
expelled,  was  also  a  vision  of  the  pointed  flame  which 
denot-ed  the  presence  of  the  Deity,  and  was  repeated  to 
Hoses  at  the  Burning  Bush,  and  to  the  Apostles  of  Christ 
at  Pentecost. 

When  the  Covenant  was  renewed  with  Noah,  a  similar 
celestial  appearance  was  manifested  in  a  brilliant  semi- 
circle of  liffht  charged  with  prismatic  colours ;  and  hence 
we  are  tola  that,  when  the  Jews  see  the  rainbow,  thej 
ofier  up  their  prayers  to  God  as  being  faithful  to  his 
promise.  The  heathen  had  also  a  tradition  of  the  same 
nature ;  whence  they  believed  the  rainbow  to  be  a  sym- 
bol of  comfort  to  mankind.  The  Gre^s  denominated  it 
the  daughter  of  Wonder,  and  a  sign  to  mortal  man ;  and 
its  appearance  was  considered  as  a  messenger  of  the 
gods. 

To  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  the  Covenant 
was  a^in  repeated,  Jehovah  appearing  like  a  splendid 
and  bnght  fire  in  the  midst  of  clouds  ;^  and  at  the  sacri- 
fice of  Isaac  on  Mount  Moriah,  when  it  pleased  him  to 
substitute  a  more  agreeable  victim,  the  glory  of  God 
broke  forth  from  behind  a  cloudy  canopy  Tike  a  Blazing 
Star,  and  forbade  the  ofiering,  promising  to  renew  the 
covenant  of  blessing,  as  the  reward  of  his  prompt  and 
willinff  obedience. 

In  uke  manner  Jehovah  appeared  to  Moses  in  the 
Bush,  as  a  flaming  fire  burning  with  mild  radiance  but 
not  consuming;  like  the  divine  nature  of  Christ,  symbol- 
ized by  fire,  which  burned  in  his  material  body,  symbol- 
ized by  the  Bush,  without  injuring  the  frail  substance  of 
his  human  nature.  And  a  still  more  signal  manifestation 
was  made  to  Moses  on  the  Mount,  when^  he  was  per- 
mitted to  see  the  hinder  part  of  the  glory  of  God,  the 
forepart  being  of  such  exceeding  brightness  that  no  man 
can  Dehold  it  and  live ;  and  therefore,  on  this  occasion, 
the  dazzling  lustre  of  the  divine  presence  was  graciously 
veiled  by  «*a  covering  cloud." 

These  remarkable  circumstances  attending  the  ap- 

>  Heb.  i.,  3.         '  Qen.  zv.,  17.         '  Exod.  zxxiii.,  23. 
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pearance  of  T  G  AOTU  to  his  favoured  creatures,  mil, 
in  some  measuret  account  for  the  symbol  of  a  Blazing 
Star  being  placed  in  th6  centre  of  our  lodges;  for  it 
would  scarcely  have  had  such  a  conspicuous  situation 
assigned  to  it  by  our  ancient  brethren,  if  it  had  not  pos- 
sessed some  very  sublime  reference.  In  a  primitive 
Trestle  Board  of  Masonry/  the  Blazing  Star  represented 
Beauty,  and  was  called  "the  glory  in  the  centre,"  being 
placed  exactly  in  the  middle  of  the  Floor  Cloth.  In 
correspondence  with  this  allegorical  arrangement,  the 
two  pillars  of  the  Porch  were  symbols  of  Wisdom  and 
Strength.  An  alteration  was  subsequently  made  by 
Bro.  Dunckerley,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
by  which  these  three  qualities,  so  necessary  to  the  per- 
fection of  any  magnificent  structure,  were  assigned  to 
the  three  chief  supporters  or  pillars  of  the  lodge. 

The  primitive  Blazing  Star  of  Masonry  had  five  points. 
This  was  a  proper  representation  of  Beauty,  as  displayed 
in  a  building  not  made  with  hands,"  according  to  tlie 
practice  of  ancient  art,  in  sculpture,  painting,  and  Mosaics. 
Lord  Lindsay,  speaking  of  a  Mosaic  of  S*  Clemente  at 
Rome,  executed  a.  d.  1112,  describes  it  as  a  most 
elaborate  and  beautiful  performance,  yielding  to  none  in 
minuteness  of  detail  and  delicacy  of '  sentiment,  by  a 
resuscitation  of  the  symbolism  of  early  Christianity,  and 
therefore  meriting  the  most  attentive  examination.  The 
centre  of  the  composition  is  occupied  by  the  Tree  of 
Life,  the  Cross,  elevated  on  the  Mount  of  Paradise  and 
the  Church,  and  reaching  to  a  series  of  five  concmtric 
rainbow'like  semicircles^  signifying  Heaven^  from  which  the 
hand  of  God  isstiesy  veiled  in  clouds^  holding  a  crown  of 
victory,  and  also  two  cords  with  a  heart  attached  to 
each,  allusive  possibly  to  Rosea  xi.,  4,  or  Psalm  cxviii., 
27,  To  the  nght  and  left,  within  the  drclcy  stands  the 
Paschal  Lamb  with  a  glory  and  other  ornaments,  all 
having  a  tendency  to  the  cross  form."* 

The  five  points  therefore  in  the  masonic  Blazing  Star 
are  in  strict  accordanC'C  with  the  primitive  symbolization* 
of  Christian  Masons.    And  as  an  exposition  of  the  same 
principle,  the  Blazing  Star,  in  one  of  the  ineffiible  degrees 

*  See  Hist  Landmarks,  vol.  i.,  p.  133. 
^  Christiaii  Art,  vol.,  L  p.  119. 
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of  Masonry,  is  made  to  consist  of  five  points,  like  a  royal 
crown,  in  the  centre  of  which  appears  the  initial  letter 
of  the  Sacred  Name.  They  refer  to  the  five  equal  lights 
of  Masonry^  viz.,  the  Bible,  Square,  Compasses,  Key,  and 
Triangle ;  and  as  the  Blazing  Star  is  said  to  enlighten 
the  physical,  so  the  five  equal  points  should  enlighten 
the  moral  condition  of  a  Master  in  Israel.  They  denote 
the  five  orders  of  architecture ;  the  five  points  of  fellow- 
ship; the  five  senses,  which  constitute  the  physical 
penection  of  man ;  and  tiie  five  zones  of  the  world,  all 
of  which  are  peopled  with  initiated  brothers. 

In  symbolical  Masonry  the  Blazing  Star  is  considered 
to  be  an  emblem  of  Prudence;  and  our  Lectures  say^ 
"  the  Blazing  Star,  or  glory  in  the  centre,  refers  us  to 
that  grtod  luminary  the  Sun,  which  enlightens  the  earth, 
and  by  its  genial  influence  dispenses  blessings  to  man- 
kind." This  definition  is  retained  in  our  present  mode 
of  working,  with  some  slight  verbal  alterations.  I 
entertain  considerable  doubts  of  its  correctness,  for  the 
following  reasons : 

First,  because  the  Sun  constitutes  one  of  our  legitimate 
emblems,  and  therefore  its  symbol  is  superfluous.  Se- 
condly, because  the  Sun  was  substituted  for  the  Supreme 
God,  and  became  in  that  character  the  great  object  of 
worship  to  all  heathen  antiquity ;  as  is  fully  proved  by 
Macrobius,^  who  takes  great  pains  to  show  that  Saturn 
and  Jupiter,  Apollo,  Mars,  and  Mercury,  with  a  whole 
host  of^  other  deities,  were  nothing  else  but  the  Sun. 
And  the  Egyptians  assigned,  as  one  great  reason  for  his 
worship,  that  his  heat  and  kindly  influence  brought  their 
favounte  garden  gods  to  maturity.'  This  was  also  the 
reason  why  the  Stoics  interpreted  the  genitalia  abscissa 
of  Saturn  to  mean  the  same  luminary.  And  the  Sun 
was  so  universally  worshipped  in  the  time  of  Julius 
Caesar,  that  some  nations  who  were  ignorant  of  the 
Boman  deities,  paid  their  sole  adoration  to  that  idol ;  for 
he  tells  us  in  his  Commentaries,®  that  the  Q-ermans  wor- 
«8hipped  no  other  gods  but  thpse  visible  intelligences 
which  they  believed  to  be  interested  in  their  behalf,  viz., 
the  Sun,  Moon,  and  Fire. 


•  Satamal.,  1.  L  '  Ladtantios,  L  i. 

^  De  BeL  Gal.,  1.  6. 
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The  holy  prophets  of  the  Jews  sometioiea  eonipae 
Jehovah  to  the  Sun ;  but  it  is  only  because  that  lonuDsiy 
is  the  most  glorioas  and  resplendent  part  of  tiie  creation; 
the  foantain  of  li^t  and  heat ;  and  the  principle  of  life, 
healthy  and  fructification  to  his  creatores.  And  for  this 
reason  it  was  mtroduced  into  Masonry.  Bat  it  is.  not 
the  only  author  of  the  blessings  and  comforts  we  enjoy 
in  this  world,  for  we  are  equally  indebted  to  the  element^ 
earth,  air,  fire,  and  water;  which  are  all  a  means  of 
happiness  bestowed  upon  us  by  the  bounty  of  an  allwise 
Providence.  And  lastly,  because  in  the  opinion  of  some 
of  our  divines,  the  Sun  is  the  place  of  hell,  or  of  punish- 
ment for  lost  souls,  and  it  would  not  therefore  have  been 
designated  in  Freemasonry  by  so  conspicuous  an  object 
as  the  emblem  of  Prudence. 

In  another  series  of  Lectures  used  in  the  last  century, 
the  Blazing  Star  is  thus  defined :  It  is  placed  in  the 
centre,  ever  to  be  present  to  the  eye  of  the  Mason,  that 
hlB  heart  may  be  attentive  to  the  dictates,  and  steadfast 
in  the  laws,  of  Prudence ;  for  prudence  is  the  rul^  of  all 
virtues ;  prudence  is  the  path  wnich  leads  to  every  degree 
of  propnety ;  prudence  is  the  channel  from  whence  self- 
approbation  for  ^ver  flows;  she  leads  us  forth  to  worthj 
actions ;  and,  as  a  Blazing  Star,  enlightens  us  through 
the  dreary  and  darksome  paths  of  life." 

That  section  of  the  Craft  which  were  known  by  the 
name  of  an-cient  Masons,  used  the  following  formula  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  century :  The  Blazing  Star  or 
glory  in  the  centre  reminds  us  of  that  awful  period  when 
the  Almighty  delivered  the  two  tables  of  stone  containing 
the  Ten  Commandments  to  his  faithful  servant  Moses  on 
Mount  Sinai,  when  the  rays  of  his  divine  glory  shone  so 
bright,  that  none  could  behold' it  vnthout  fear  and  trem* 
bling.  It  also  reminds  us  of  the  omnipresence  of  the 
Almighty,  overshadowing  us  with  his  mvine  love,  and 
dispensing  his  blessings  amongst  us;  and  by  its  being 
placed  in  the  centre,  it  further  reminds  us,  that  wherevw 
we  may  be  assembled  together,  Grod  is  in  the  midst  of* 
us,  seeing  our  actions,  and  observing  the  secret  intents 
and  movements  of  our  hearts." 

The  continental  definition  is,  "  it  is  no  matter  whether 
the  figure  of  which  the  Blazing  Star  forms  the  centre,  be 
a  square,  triangle,  or  circlet  it  still  represents  the  Saered 
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Name  of  God,  as  an  univetsai  spirit  who  enUvens  our 
hearts,  purifies  our  reason,  increases  our  knowledge,  and 
makes  us  wiser  and  better  men.'' 

But  the  Masons  who  lived  near^  to  the  great  revival, 
and  were  cotemporary  with  the  celebrated  Bro.  Dunc- 
kerley,  a  barrister,  with  -royal  btood  in  his  veins,  whose 
authority  in  Masonry  was  paramount,  and  by  whose 
opinions  all  the  measures  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were 
regulated,  applied  this  sjrmbol  in  a  sense  much  more 
appropriate  and  sublime*  It  was  said  to  represent  '^the 
Istar  which  led  the  wise  men  to  Bethlehem,  proclaiming 
to  mankind  the  nativity  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  here 
conducting  our  spiritual  progr^  to  the  Author  of  our 
redemption*"  And  this  application  of  the  symbol  is 
blendea  with  the  former  by  our  transatlantic  brethren  in 
this  definition.  The  Blazing  Star  is  embleqiatical  of 
.that  prudence  which  ought  to  appear  conspicuous  in  the  ^ 
conduct  of  every  Mason ;  and  is  more  especially  com- 
memorative of  the  Star  which  appeared  in  the  East  to 
guide  the.  wise  men  to  Bethlehem,  and  proclaim  the 
birth  and  the  presence  of  the  Son  of  God." 

Now  it  is  Qbservable  that  the  land  of  Judea,  where  the 
angels  proclaimed  glory  to  God,  peace  on  earth,  and 
good  wUl  towards  men,"  had  been  a  beacon  and  a  Blazing 
Star  to  the  rest  of  the  world  for  1500  years  at  the  least, 
or  2000  if  the  calculation  be  made  from  the  divine 
manifestations  to  Abraham,  before  the  Star  which  indi- 
cated the  place  where  Jesus  was  found  by  the  Magi 
made  its  appearance.  The  whole  world  were  involved 
in  the  darkness  of  idolatry,  and  the  Spurious  Freemasonry 
reigned  triumphantly  iii  its  deepest  caverns,  while  the 
land  of  Canaan,  occupying  a  central  situation,  was  pre- 
served by  the  allwisQ  Disposer  of  events,  as  a  Liffht 
shining  in  a  dark  place.  There  the  true  religion  ms- 
played  its  blessings  to  those  who  were  incliiied  to  profit 
Dv  thefii ;  and  constituted  a  t}rpe  of  that  more  effulgent 
blaze  of  glory  which  should  penetrate  to  the  remotest 
comers  of  the  earth,  when  the  Grea^  Light  from  heaven 
was  manifested  which  was  ordained  to  enlighten  every 
man  iu  whatever  part  of  the  world  he  may  dwell.* 

The  Blazing  Star  which  constituted  the  essence  and . 
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glory  of  the  typical  religion,  was  the  Shddnah  taber- 
nacling in  the  Holy  of  Holies ;  while  that  of  liie  true 
religion  was  the  Word  that  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  ns,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  as  of  the  only 
beffotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth.''^*  The 
light  of  this  Day-spring,  or  glorious  Star  in  the  East, 
has  illuminated  the  world,  dispersinff  the  darkness  of 
ignorance,  and  enlightening  the  min£  of  men  with  the 
blessed  rays  of  divine  truth.  *^  St.  John  was  the  Morning 
Star  that  preceded  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  at  Ms  rising ; 
an  event,  the  glory  of  which  is  due  to  the  tender  mercy 
of  God,  since  towards  the  production  of  it  man  can  do 
no  more  than  he  can  do  towards  the  causing  the  natural 
aun  to  rise  upon  the  earth.  The  blessed  effects  of  the 
Day-spring,  which  then  dawned  from  on  high,  and 
gradually  increased  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day, 

^were  the  dispersion  of  ignorance,  which  is  the  darkness 
of  the  intellectual  world;  the  awakening  of  men  fiom 
ain,  which  is  the  sleep  of  the  soul ;  and  the  conversion 
and  direction  of  their  hearts  and  inclinations  into  the 
way  of  peace  ;  that  is,  of  reconciliation  to  God  by  the 
blood  of  Christ,  to  themselves  by  the  answer  of  a  conscience 
cleansed  from  sin,  and  to  one  another  by  mutual  love."" 

Now  a  Star,  in  hieroglyphical  language,  always  denoted 
a  God.  Thus  when  Balaam  predicted  that  a  Star  should 
arise  out  of  Jacob  and  a  Sceptre  out  of  Israel,  he  referred 
to  the  Lawgiver  or  Shilo,  of  whom  that  patriarch  had 
already  spoken.  A  Star  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  God  out  of 
Jacob,  would  therefore  be  parallel  expressions.  And 
who  CQuld  that  God  be  who  should  bear  the  sceptre  of 
Israel  as  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  but  the  Theo- 
cratic King  of  Israel,  Jehovah,  the  Messiah,  or  Christ  ? 

On  this  prophecy  Bishop  Warburton  observes,  with  his 
usual  acuteness,  tiiat  it  may  possibly  in  some  sense 
relate  to  David,  but  without  doubt  it  belongs  principally 
to  Christ.  Here  the  metaphor  of  a  Sceptre  was  common 
and  popular  to  denote  a  ruler  like  David ;  but  the  Star, 
though,  like  the' other,  it  signified  in  the  prophetic  writ- 
ings a  temporal  prince  or  ruler,  yet  had  a  secret  and 
hidden  meaning  likevdse;  for  a  Star  in  the  Egyptian 

.  hieroglyphics  denoted  God.   Thus  God,  in  the  prophet 
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Amos,  reproving  the  Israelites  for  their  idolatry  on  their 
first  coming  Oat  of  Egypt,  says.  Have  ye  ofiered  unto  me 
sacrifices  and  offerings  in  the  wilderness  forty  years,  O 
house  of  Israel?  But  ye  have  borne  the  tabernacle  of 
Moloch  and  Chiun  your  images,  the  Star  <^  your  God 
which  ye  made  to  yourselves."  The  Star  of  your  God 
is  here  a  noble  figurative  expression  to  signify  the  image 
of  your  Gh)d ,  for  a  Star  being  employed  in  the  hiero- 
gl3rphics  to  signify  God,  it  is  used  here  with  great 
elegance  to  signify  the  material  image  of  a  God;  the 
words  the  Star  of  your  God  being  only  a  repetition,  so 
usual  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  of  the  preceding — Chiun^ 
your  images;  and  not,  as  some  critics  suppose,  the  same 
with  yowr  God  Star,  sidus  Deum  vestrum.  Hence  we 
conclude  that  the  metaphor  here  used  by  Balaam  of  a 
Star,  was  of  that  abstruse,  mvsterious  kind,  and  so  to  be 
understood;  and  cODsequently,  that  it  related  only  to 
Christ,  the  eternal  Son  of  Goa."^*  The  Great  Architect 
of  the  universe  is  therefore  symbolized  in  Freemasonry 
by  the  Blazing  Star,  as  the  herald  of  our  salvation. 

Almost  every  divine  appearance,  from  the  creation  of 
the  world  to  the  advent  of  Christ,  was  attended  with 
this  luminous  appearance,  only  with  different  degrees  of 
brilliancy ;  and  therefore  the  Star  in  the  East,  which  was 
seen  by  the  wise  men,  would  have  the  same  reference. 
And  as  a  prediction  of  its  announcement  had  been  em- 
bodied in  the  Spurious  Freemasonry  of  all  nations,  we 
cannot  wonder  that,  when  it  appeared,  they  should  fol- 
low its  direction.  And  their  expectations  were  not 
deceived,  for  it  conducted  them  to  the  Holy  Land^  and 
became  stationary  over  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  the  very 

{►lace  where  the  expected  Deliverer  was  to  be  found.^* 
t  was  the  same  glory  of  the  Lord  which,  on  the  night 
of  the  nativity,  &one  round  about  the  pious  shepherds ; 
and  being  probably  of  a  globular  form,  it  ascended  along 
with  the  celestial  choir  of  angels ;  and  might  hence  have 
been  visible  in  its  ascent  at  the  distance  of  five  or  six 
hundred  miles,  diminished  to  the  size  of  a  star,  hovering 
over  the  land  of  Judea. 

This  appearance  must  have  strongly  attracted  the  nptice 
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and  excited  the  specnlationa  of  manldnd.  And  ii  these 
Magi,  as  is  extremely  probable,  were  the  descendants  of 
Balaam  who  prophesied  of  this  very  Star,  and  also  of  the 
school  of  Daniel,  who  foretold  the  precise  time  of  the 
coming  of  Messiah,  their  journey  to  Palestine  is  very 
naturally  accounted  for ;  and  it  is  explained  in  a  masonic 
degree  called  the  Illustrious  Order  of  the  Cross ;  as  is 
also  their  adoration  of  the  Divine  Child,  who  was  a  light 
to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  a  glory  to  his  people  Israel ; 
the  Day-spring  from  on  hi^h ;  the  bright  and  morning 
Star;  the  Day  Star  which  nseth  in  our  hearts.^^  And  at 
his  crucifixion,  the  Light  being  exdnguiahedy  universal 
darkness  overspread  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  and 
obscured  the  light  of  the  Sun* 

It  was,  indeed,  the  universal  belief  of  all  nations,  that 
the  appearance  of  a  new  Star  should  indicate  an  avatar  of 
the  Deity,  who  should  descend  upon  earth  to  teach  man- 
kind the  Truth,  and  point  out  the  way  to  everlasting 
happiness*  And  Chaicidius,  in  his  commentary  on  the 
Timoeus  of  Plato,  says,  "  When  this  Star  had  been  seen 
by  some  truly  wise  men  amongst  the  Chaldeans,  who  were 
well  versed  in  the  contemplation  of  the  heavenly  bodies, 
they  made  enquiry  concerning  the  birth  of  the  Deity; 
and  when  they  had  fouhd  him  they  paid  him  the  worship 
and  adoration  which  were  due  to  so  great  a  Being." 

But  the  Blazing  Star  must  not  be  considered  merely 
as  the  creature  which  heralded  the  appearance  of 
TGAOTU,  but  the  expressive  symbol  oi  that  great 
Being  himself,  who  is  described,  as  we  have  just  seen,  by 
the  magnificent  appellations  of  the  Day-spring  or  Risiiig 
Sun ;"  the  Day  Star ;"  the  Morning  Star  and  the  bright  or 
Blazing  Star  ;'*  This,  then,  is  the  supernal  reference  of  the 
Blazing  Star  of  Masonry;  attached  to  a  science,  which, 
like  the  religion  it  embodies,  is  universal,  and  applicable* 
to  all  times  and  seasonsj  and  to  every  people  tnat  ever 
did  or  ever  will  exist  on  our  ephemeral  fflobe  of  ^arth. 

It  was  firom  a  similar  interpretation  of  the  prophecy  of 
Balaam  that  the  Gnostics  and  Basilideans  erroneously 
identified  Christ  with  the  material  Sun,  which  constituted 

"  Luke  ii.,  23.  i.,  78.     Rev.  xxiL,  16.     2  Peter  i.,  19. 
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their  Biasing  Star.  St.  Jerome  ini<NinB  m  that  they  gave 
to  the  Almighty  the  monstrous  name  of  Abraxas,  pre^ 
tending  that,  from  the  agreement  of  the  import  of  the 
G-reek  letters  comppsing  tiiat  word  with  the  number  of 
days  in  the  Sun's  course,  Abraxas  was  identified  with 
the  Sun  or  Blazing  Star,  as  the  latter  was  identified  with 
Christ.  The  heathen  entertained  the  same  idea  with 
respect  to  Mithras,  who  was  also  considered  as  a  Mediator 
between  God  and  man.  St.  Austin  explains  the  doctrine 
by  saying  that  Basilides  entertained  the  idea  that  there 
were  365  heavens,  corresponding  with  the  number  of  days 
in  the  ancient  year,  and  with  the  name  Abraxas  or  the 
Sun,  which  was  therefore  considered  to  be  holy  and 
worthy  of  veneration.   The  notation  is  thus  expressed, 

A     B     P     A     X     A  s 

1       2     100      1      60      1  200=965 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  word  Mithras  or  Meithra^ ; 
and  it  is  well  understood  that  those  pseudo-christians 
worshipped  the  Sun  under  these  two  names,  both  of 
which  signify  that  luminary ;  and  it  is  evident  firom  many 
of  the  ffems  which  are  yet  in  existence,  and  have  been 
copiously  illustrated  by  Montfaucon,  that  they  considered 
Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  material  Sun. 

Thus  these  heretics  mingled  truth  and  falsehood,  and 
produced  a  system  which  the  Rosicrucians  of  the  middle 
ages  remodelled  for  cabalistical  purposes ;  and  the  world 
is  indebted  to  Freemasonry  for  the  exposure  of  its  perni- 
cious principles,  and  the  restoration  of  symbolical 
machinery  to  the  primitive  design  of  promulgating  the 
true  Faitn,  and  vindicating  the  purity  of  divine  revela- 
tion. 

The  final  manifestation  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the 
universe  is  recorded  in  the  ingenious  deffree  of  Knight  of 
^e  Eaet  and  West,  taken  from  the  book  of  ReveuLtion. 

And  I  saw  heaven  opened,  and  behold  a  White  Horse ; 
and  he  that  sat  upon  him  was  called  Faithful  and  True ; 
and  in  righteousness  he  doth  judge  and  make  war.  His 
eyes  were  as  a  flame  of  fire,  (Blazing  Star),  and  on  his 
head  w^e  many  crowns;  and  he  had  a  Name  v^tten 
that  no  man  knew  but  himself.  And  he  was  clothed 
with  a  vesture  dipped  in  blood;  and  his  name  is  called 
the  Word  of  God.   And  the  armies  which  w^re  in  heaven 
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followed  him  upon  white  horses,  clothed  in  fine  linen, 
white  and  clean.  And  out  of  his  mouth  goeth  a  sharp 
sword,  that  with  it  he  should  smite  the  nations;  and  he 
should  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron ;  and  he  treadeth 
the  wine  press  of  the  fierceness  and  wrath  of  Almighty 
God.  And  he  hath  on  his  vesture  and  on  his  thigh  a 
name  written,  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords."* 

The  masonic  meaning  of  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  Seven 
Stars,  is  familiar  to  every  well  instructed  hrether,  and 
it  will  therefore  require  only  a  few  words  to  make  it 
more  distinctly  understood.  They  are  placed  in  our  sym- 
bol, without  the  Cloudy  Canopy,  because  in  the  regions 
which  it  conceals  from  our  view,  they  are  perfectly  use- 
less, being  enlightened  by  the  "  Glory  of  God  and  the 
Lamb."  And  even  to  ourselves,  the  genial  efiects  of  the 
sun's  rays  would  be  deprived  of  their  most  essential  pro- 
perties, if  they  were  not  modified  by  the  atmosphere 
which  surrounds  our  globe.  "  The  eye  is  indebted  to  it 
for  all  the  magnificence  of  sunrise,  the  full  brightness 
of  its  meridian  height,  the  chastened  radiance  of  the 
gloaming,  and  the  clouds  that  cradle  near  the  setting  sun. 
But  for  the  atmosphere,  the  rainbow  would  want  its 
triumphal  ar6h,  and  the  winds  would  not  send  thar 
fleecy  messengers  on  errands  round  the  heavens.  The 
cold  ether  would  not  shed  its  snow-feathers  on  the  earth, 
nor  would  drops  of  dew  gather  on  the  flowers;  The 
kindly  rain  would  never  fall;  hail,  storm,  nor  fog  diver- 
sify the  face  of  the  skv.  Our  naked  globe  would  turn  its 
tanned,  unshadowed  u>rehead  to  the  sun,  and  one  dreary, 
monotonous  blaze  of  light  and  heat  dazzle  and  burn  up  all 
things." 

Were  there  no  atmosphere,  the  evening  sun  would  in 
a  moment  set,  and,  without  warning,  plunge  the  earth 
in  darkness.  But  the  ait  keeps  in  her  hand  a  sheaf  of 
rays,  and  lets  them  slip  but  slowly  through  her  fingers; 
so  that  the  shadows  of  evening  gather  by  degrees,  and 
the  flowers  have  time  t^o  bow  their  heads,  and  each  creature 
space  to  find  a  place  of  rest  and  nestle  to  repose.  In  tiie 
morning  the  garish  sun  would,  at  one  bound,  burst  firom 
the  bosom  of  night  and  blaze  above  the  horizon ;  but  the 
air  watches  for  his  coming,  and  sends  at  first  but  odb 
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Httle  ray  to  aDnounce  his  am^rooch,  and  then  another, 
and  by  and  by  a  handful ;  and  so  gently  drdws  aside  the 
curtain  of  night,  and  slowly  lets  the  light  fall  on  the 
face  of  the  sleeping  earth,  till  her  eyelids  open,  s^nd  like 
man,  she  goeth  with  again  to  her  labour  until  the 
evening."^ 

.  In  tlie  Apocalypse  mention  is  made  of  *'a  woman 
clothed  with  the  sun,  with  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and 
upon  her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  stars."^  According  to 
our  beat  commentators,  the  woman  was  a  type  of  the 
Church  of  Christ;  she  was  clothed  with  the  sun,  to 
denote  the  blessing  of  light  and  knowledge  which  this 
Church  enjoys  by  the  gracious  goodness  of  Jesus  Christ 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness.  The  moon  was  placed  under 
her  feet  to  indicate  the  prostration  of  the  Jewish  ceremo- 
nial law ;  and  the  crown  of  twelve  sti^rs  was  intended  as 
a  symbol  to  denote  that  the  Christian  Church  had  the 
advantage  of  being  illuminated  by  the  inspiration  of  the 
twelve  Apostles- 

The  worship  of  the  Sun  was  common  to  most  heathen 
nations.  According  to  Herodian,  the  Emperor  Aiirelian 
erected  a  magnificent  Temple  to  this  deity,  in  which  he 
placed  statues  of  the  Sun  and  Bel,  which,  along  with  the 
other  precious  decorations,  were  brought  from  Palmyra. 
Montfaucon^  has  given  an  image  of  the  Sun  as  worship* 
ped  by  the  Romans.  It  is  the  bust  of  a  man  placed  upon 
an  eagle,  having  his  head  surrounded  with  a  nimbus,  and 
the  following  inscription : 

Soli  sanctissimo  saorupi 
Tiberius  Claudius  Felix  et 

Claudia  Helpis  et 
Tiberius  Claudius  Alypus  filius  eorom 
Yotum  solyenmt  libens  (sio)  merito. 

Culbienses  de  Cohorte  tertia. 

Ldpsius,  in  the  thirty-sixth  Op.  of  his  Virgo  Hallensis, 
furnisher  a  similar  form  of  address  to  the  Virgin  Mary  as 
the  queen  of  heaven.  goddess!  thou  art  the  Queen 
of  heaven,  of  the  sea,  of  the  earth,  above  whom  there  is 
nothing  but  Ghod.  Thou  Moon,  next  to  him  the  Sun, 
whom  I  implore  and  invocate;  protect  and  take  care  of 
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US  both  in  public  and  private.  Thou  hast  seen  us  tfaeie 
forty  years  tossed  in  a  public  storm;  0  Mary,  calm  this 
tumultuous  sea*  Hanc  pennam  tibi  nunc,  Diva,  merito, 
c<msecravit  Lipaius/'  The  nations  on  the  borders  of  the 
Holy  Land  paid  divine  honours  to  the  Moon  as  the  Quem 
of 'Heaven;  and  the  Jew^s  suffered  themselves  to  be 
seduced  into  the  same  species  of  idolatry.  The  prophet 
Jeremiah  represents  them  as  inviting  each  other  to  com- 
mit this  abomination.  *^Let  us  sacrifice  to  tlie  Queen 
of  Heaven,  and  pour  out  our  drink  offerings  to  her."** 

There  is  a  sublime  reference  attached  to  the  symbol 
of  Seven  Stars  in  the  sacred  writings  of  the  Jews,  that 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  Stars  were  sometimes  used 
as  emblems  of  earthly  potentates,  and  at  others  of  the 
ministers  of  Q-od's  sanctuary ;  but  they  have  a  much 
higher  destination.  They  represent  the  Seven  E;fes 
mentioned  by  Zechariah,  which  typify  the  care  of  divine 
providence,  ever  watchful  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his 
creatures;  and  the  Seven  Lamps  of  the  Apocalypse, 
which  symbolize  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God;  whence  are 
also  derived  the  seven  spiritual  gifts  of  a  Christian  man. 
In  the  degree  of  Knights  of  the  East  and  West,  the 
Seven  Stars  are  explained  to  signify  the  seven  qualities 
which  ought  to  distinguish  a  Freemason,  viz.,  Friendship, 
Union,  Submission,  Discretion,  Fidelity,  Prudence,  and 
Temperance. 

The  number  is  remarkable,  for  it  was  always  considered 
by  the  heathen,  as  well  as  by  the  Jews,  to  designate 
perfection,  and  was  hence  the  symbol  of  heaven.  The 
followers  of  Mahomet  adopted  a  similar  opinion;  and 
the  seven  editions  of  the  Koran  were  called  by  the  name 
of  "the  seven  traditions;"  and  they  believe  that  the 
throne  of  God  is  surrounded  by  seven  spirits  or  archao- 
ffels,  called  Michael,  Gabriel,  Lamael,  Raphael,  Zachariel, 
Anael,  and  Oriphiel. 

The  Holy  Spirit  of  God  thus  symbolized  was  known 
to  the  pious  tfews,  for  David  prays  that  God  will  not 
withdraw  his  Holy  Spirit  from  him.^  The  streams  of 
water  mentioned  by  Isaiah  and  other  prophets,^  when 
the  fimddfying  influence  of  the  Sun  should  oe  sevenfold, 
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or  as  the  light  of  seven  days,  to  heal  the  spiritual  wounds 
of  his  people,  had  the  same  reference.  Indeed,  ^Hhe 
Hebrew  poets,  to  express  happiness,  prosperity,  and  the 
advancement  of  kingdoms,  make  useful  images  taken 
from  the  most  striking  parts  of  Nature,  from  the  heavenly 
bodies,  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars,  shining  with  increased 
splendour,  and  never  setting ;  while  calamities,  such  as 
the  overthrow  and  destruction  of  kingdoms,  are  repre- 
sented  by  opposite  images."^  The  suffusion  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  as  predicted  by  the  Jewish  prophets,  is  fiiequently 
referred  to  in  the  New  Testament.^ 

Now  by  the  Symbol  before  us  we  must  understand 
the  one  Holy  Spirit  shining  with  sevenfold  power,  as  the 
prophet  assures  us  should  be  the  case  when  it  was  com- 
municated to  man.  The  Saviour  himself  says  that  the 
seven  Spirits  of  God,  symbolized  by  Seven  Stars,"®  are 
in  his  possession,  and  that  he  will  give  them  to  whom 
he  pleases  by  prayer  to  his  Father  and  the  Father,  on 
his  part,  promises  to  bestow  the  grace  in  the  name  of 
"the  Spirit  of  his  Son."'*  It  is  described  as  Seven 
lamps  of  fire  burning  before  the  throne  of  God  and 
they  actually  aj^eared  on  the  heads  of  the  Apostles  at 
Pentecost  as  so  many  Stars,  to  represent  the  accession 
of  light  and  truth  which  were  then  infused,  when  an 
universal  knowledge  was  imparted,  along  with  the  power 
of  speaking  all  languages ;  and  no  possibility  left  upon 
their  minds  of  relapsing  into  error  or  misconception  wnile 
teaching  the  true  system  of  salvation  through  a  Mediator, 
and  the  indispensable  necessity,  which,  from  that  time 
forth,  was  imperative  on  all  people  to  pa^  an  equal 
respect  to  duties,  whether  to  God,  their  neighbour,  or 
themselves,  as  a  proper  preparation  for  an  eternal  resi- 
dence in  another  and  a  better  world. 


"  Bp.  Lowth  on  Isaiah  zzz.,  26. 
^  Bev.  iiL,  1,  and  6. 
"  QaL  iv..  6. 


^  Gal.      14,  et  paaiim. 
w  John  adv.,  16. 
"  Rev.  i.,  4. 


» 
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LECTURE  Xn. 


TO 

BBO.  ALEX.   QHANT,  ESQ.,  D.  P.  G.  M.  FOR  DERRT.AND 
DONEGAL,  THE  FOUNDER,  AND  HON.  MEMBBft  OF 

THE  LODGES  126,  265,  279,  282,  and  284  oK  the 

REGISTRY  OF  ENGLAND;  AND  OF  46,  196,  332, 
407)  AND  689  ON  THAT  OF  IEBLAND« 


—  F.  B.  M'GAUSLAND,  W.  M. 
^  HENRY  S.  SKIFTON^  S.  W. 
 REV.  E.  M.  CLARKE,  J.  W. 

J.  W.  EAMBS,  P.  M. 

 JOHN  PRILL,  SEC. 

 JOHN  KEYS,  TREA. 

 WILLIAM  THOMPSON,  S.  D. 

—  ISAAC  STIRLING,  J.  D. 


Of  the  Ledge  Light  of  the  Narthj  Londonderry. 


Mr  Dear  Brethren, 

I  beg  ^ou  will  accept  my  warmest  acknowledgments 
for  the  distinction  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer 
upon  me.  I  am  gratified  by  every  new  evidence  of  the 
effects  of  my  humble  labours,  because  it  conveys  an 
unsolicited  opinion  that  they  have  not  been  entirely 
useless.  And  althoilgh  I  do  not  entertain  the  vanity  of 
supposing  tiiat  the  rapid  progress  which  distinguishes 
Freemasonry  at  the  present  cby  has  been  produced  by 
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any  exertions  of  mine,  yet  I  am  not  without  hope  that 
the  course  I  have  pursued  for  so  matty  years  to  place  the 
Order  before  the  world  in  its  true  position*  ana  to  show 
the  connection  of  general  literature  with  its  various 
subjects  of  disquisition,  has  contributed  in  some  slight 
degree  to  disarm  prejudice,  and  dispose  the  initiated  to 
admit  our  claims  to  public  estimation  with  somewhat 
of  a  better  temper  than  they  manifested  half  a  century 
ago. 

Freemasonry  is  a  noble  Order,  and  embraces  a  fund 
of  information  which  not  only  tends  to  modify  the 
manners  and  dispositions  of  mankind  in  this  world,  but 
possesses  a  direct  influence  on  their  preparation  for  the 
world  beyond  the  grave.   It  was  the  universality  of  its 

Erinciples  which  first  enlisted  my  sympathies  in  its 
ehalf;  and  a  more  extended  view  of  its  beauty  and 
usefulness  has  confirmed  the  impression,  and  made  it  the 
solace  and  comfort  of  my  old  age. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  dedicating  the  following 
Lecture  on  the  general  import  of  our  glorious  symbol, 
which  forms  the  Consummatum  est  of  Freemasonry,  to 
the  W.  M.,  officers  and  brethren  of  the  lodge,  so  aptly 
denominated  the  Light  of  the  North,  becai^se  it  will 
display  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  districts  of 
Lreiand  the  results  of  that  benign  system  of  Light  which 
we  call  Freemasonry.  It  elevates  the  soul  by  a  gradu- 
ated ascent  to  the  realms  above,  founded  on  that  secure 
basis  which  is  distinguished  in  Masonry  by  the  peculiar 
name  of  Lights  and  advances  the  worthy  brother  from 
earth  to  a  celestial  canopy  sprinkled  with  golden  stars 
thus  realizing  the  expectations  of  an  active  and  usefdl 
life,  employed  in  the  duties  recommended  by  the  Lec- 
tures of  Masonry.  Past,  Present,  and  Future  unite  in 
cementing  this  delightful  consummation.  The  past  is 
consecrated  by  memory  and  Hopb  ;  the  .present  by 
Faith  ;  and  the  future  by  Chabitt  ;  thus  completing 
'  the  cycle  of  human  existence. 

But  while,  as  Masons,  we  thus  strive  to  make  our 
calling  and  election  sure  by  works  of  piety  and  charity, 
we  must  never  forget  that  moral  virtue  alone  will  not 

fuide  us  to  the  summit  of  the  Ladder.    The  first  step  is 
'aith,  and  on  that  celestial  virtue  all  our  efforts  must  be 
based.   It  i^  the  Great  Light  which  must  enlighten  our 
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path  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave;  and  our  only  safe 
guide  through  the  devious  ways  which  we  are  bound  to 
tread  in  our  passage  from  this  world  to  another.  It  is 
the  evidence  of  things  not  seen,  the  substance  of  things 
hop^  for.  From  this  high  principle  our  benevolence 
should  flow  in  an  uninterrupted  stream,  producing  a  rich 
harvest  of  good  works  to  the  glory  of  our  Father  which 
is  in  heaven. 

Such  are  the  doctrines  which  I  believe  to  be  imbedded 
in  the  system  of  Freemasonry,  and  if  they  be  kept 
steadUy  in  our  view  during  our  mortal  pilgrimage,  they 
will  graduallv  advance  us  step  by  step  on  the  innumera- 
ble rounds  of  the  masonic  Ladder,  till  we  attain  to  that 
ethereal  mansion  at  its  summit  where  the  just  exist  in 
perfect  bliss  to  all  eternity;  where,  as  our  Licctures  pre- 
qicate,  we  shall  be  for  ever  happy  vnth  God  T  G  A  O  T  U, 
being  justified  by  faith  in  his  most  precious  blood. 

Believe  me  to  be. 
My  dear  Brethren  and  Friends, 

Your  faithful  Servant  and  Brother, 

GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Lodge. 

SOOPWIOK  ViOAaAGB, 

May  Ist^  1860. 
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General  impart  of  the  Symbol  of  Glory — the  ConmnmcUim 
est  of  Freemasonry. 

HiB  brrth  is  as  the  momin^ ;  his  strdngest  time,  or  his  imddle 
time  (be  his  time  long  or  short)  u  as  his  noon ;  and  his  night  is  that 
when  he  takes  leave  of  the  world,  and  is  laid  in  the  'grave  to  sleep 
with  his  fathers.  This  hath  been  the  state  of  every  one  since  first 
the  world  had  any  on  it.  The  day  breaking,  the  sun  ariseth :  the  sun 
aijsingt  continues  moving ;  the  sun  moving^,  noontide  maketn ;  nooh- 
tide  made,  the  sun  declines ;  the  sun  decHmng,  threatens  setting;  the 
sun  setting,  night  cometli  ;  and  night  being  come,  our  life  is  ended* 
Thus  runs  away  our  time.  I£  He  that  made  the  heaven's  sun  hath 
set  our  lives'  sun  but  a  small  circumference,  it  will  the  sooner  climb 
mto  noon,  the  sooner  fall  into  night.  The  morning,  noon,  and  eve- 
ning—these three  conclude  our  living." 

Hexambron. 

**£hrsium  shall  be  thine,  the  blissful  plains^ 
Of  utmost  earth,  where  Rhadamanthus  reigns. 
Joys  ever  young,  unmix'd  with  pain  and  fear. 
Fill  the  wide  circle  of  th'  eternal  ^ear; 
Stern  winter  smiles  on  that  auspiciotis  clime ; 
The  fields  are  florid  with  unfadmg  prime. 
From  the  bleak  pole  no  winds  inclement  blow, 
Mould  the  round  hail,  or  flake  the  fleecy  snow. 
But  from  the  breezy  deep  the  blest  inhale 
The  fragrant  murmurs  of  the  western  gale. 
This  grace  peculiar  will  the  gods  afFord.'' 

Pope's  Hombb. 

The  glorious  symbol  which  forms  the  subject  of  the 
preceding  Lectures  can  be  considered  in  no  other  light 
than  as  a  grand  and  expressive  type  of  the  progress  of  a 
good  and  worthy  brother  from  this  world  to  the  next. 
And  in  that  point  of  view  it  constitutes  one  of  our  most 
happy  emblems,  and  reflects  ^eat  credit  on  the  Order. 
Exclude  this  comprehensive  hieroglyphic,  and  the  Light 
of  Masonry  would  burn  dimly,  if  not  be  altogether  extin- 
guished. True,  there  are  an  abundance  of  other  symbols 
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in  the  system,  which  embrace  appropriate  references, 
and  the  meaning  of  some  of  them  is  very  significant;  but 
this  includes  a  general  view  of  everything  valuable  in 
time  and  eternity.  It  commences  in  the  deepest  recesses 
of  that  celebrated  locality  which  has  been  received  by 
many  sound  professors  or  our  faith,  as  well  as  by  the 
learned  Jewish  doctors,  as  the  sacred  scene  of  the  last 
judgment;  and  terminates  in  the  highest  heaven; — it 
opens  in  the  lowest  of  valleys,  and  closes  on  the  holy 
mountain  of  the  Apocalypse ; — ^it  has  its  origin  in  dark- 
ness, and  ends  in  a  Durst  of  glorious  light. 

Such  is  the  life  of  man.  Generat^ed  in  darkness,  he 
enters  into  the  world  poor,  and  miserable,  and  naked. 
UnabJe  to  help  himself,  he  depends  entirely  on  the  assist- 
ance of  others  for  the  preservation  of  his  existence.  He 
sees  nothing,  he  hears  nothing,  he  knows  not  friend  from 
foe.  He  is  a  point;  a  feeble  insignificant  nonentity, 
sensible  to  nothing  but  mere  animal  instincts.  His  life 
moves  in  a  circle  of  darkness,  ignorance,  and  imbecility; 
and  escaping  danger  only  by  the  protection  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  watchful  care  and  attention  of  those  who 
are  his  natural  guides  and  guardians,  during  his  helpless, 
poor,  and  pennyless  state. 

Thii  unpropitious  view  of  human  nature  does  not 
continue  long.  The  initiatory  rite  of  his  religion  is  per- 
formed, and  his  faculties  begin  to  expand.  He  becomes 
able  to  distinguish  his  friends  from  strangers ;  he  under- 
stands the  words  of  those  that  are  about  him;  and 
answers  them  'first  by  smiling  looks,  and  afterwards  by 
a  lisping  imitation  of  words,  which  soon  change  into 
articulate  sentences ;  concise,  indeed,  but  suflficiently  cx- 

Eressive  to  convey  the  intended  meaning.  He  stands  on 
is  feet — he  walks — ^he  runs— and  the  weak  and  helpless 
infant  becomes  a  vigorous  boy,  in  the  full  and  happy 
enjoyment  of  his  newly  acquired  faculties. 

The  circle  widens.  Like  a  rouffh  ashlar  in  the  hands 
of  the  workman,  or  a  lump  of  clay  under  the  plastio 
science  of  the  potter,  the  infant  mind  becomes  moulded 
into  form.  He  is  taught  to  read,  and  his  intellect  begins 
its  work.  Thought  and  reflection  spring  up  as  his  edu- 
cation advances ;  and  approaching  manhood  brings  him 
acquainted  with  the  secrets  of  the  Book  of  Life,  where 
he  finds  the  tioo  great  parallels  who  personate  faith  and 
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jwactice:  by  whom  he  is  tanght  to  regulate  hi9 13e  and 
actions  according  to  their  dictates^  if  he  be  ambitious  of 
peace  in  ibis  world  or  happiness  in  the  next. 

At  this  period  of  his  life,  Freemasonry  recommends  to. 
his  most  serious  contemplation  the  volume  of  the  Sacred 
Law ;  charging  him  to  consider  it  as  the  unerring  stand- 
ard of  truth  and  justice,  and  to  regulate  his  actions  by 
the  divine  precepts  it  contains.  And  he  is  further  told 
that  this  First  Great  Light  will  teach  him  the  unportant 
duties  which  he  owes  to  God,  to  his  neighbour,  and  to 
himself.  To  God,  by  never  mentioning  his  name  but 
with  that  awe  and  reverence  which  are  due  from  the 
creature  to  the  Creator;  by  imploring  his  aid  on  all 
lawful  undertakings,  and  by  looking  up  to  him  in  every 
emergency  for  comfort  and  support.  To  his  neighbour, 
by  acting  with  him  upon  the  square ;  by  rendering  him 
every  kind  office  which  justice  or  mercy  may  require; 
by  reUeving  his  distresses,  and  soothing  his  afflictions; 
and  by  doing  to  him  as  in  similar  cases  you  would  wish 
be  should  do  to  you.  And  to  himself,  by  such  a  prudent 
and  well  regulated  course  of  discipline  as  may  best  con- 
duce to  the  preservation  of  his  corporeal  and  mental 
faculties  in  their  fullest  energy;  thereby  enabling  him 
to  exercise  the  talents  with  which  he  has  been  favoured 
by  God,  as  well  to  his  glory,  as  to  the  welfare  of  his  fel- 
low creatures.* 

Such  is  the  recommendation  of  the  two  great  parallels 
supporting  the  circle  and  point,  which  is  corroborated 
in  the  system  of  Freemasonry,  and  necessarily  include 
Faith  and  practice;  and  having  attained  these,  the 
candidate  is  entitled  to  ascend  the  first  division  of  the 
Ladder,  through  the  portal  which  will  be  freely  opened 
to  him  by  the  gracious  Virtue  who  ^ards  the  entrance. 
In  the  vigorous  stage  of  manhood,  his  duties  and  obliga- 
tions will  materially  increase ;« but  if  he  steadily  perse- 
veres in  the  path  chalked  out  by  the  Sacred  Law  of  God, 
he  will  not  find  any  difficulty  in  discharging  them  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  own  conscience.  This  will  afibrd  a 
reasonable  ground  of  Hope,  and  enable  him  to  apply 
confidently  for  admission  to  the  upper  portion  or  the 
Ladder.  Hope,  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  opens  wide 

*  Dr.  Hemming's  £.  A.  P.  Charge. 
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the  g&te,  and  the  ripened  man,  animated  and  enlivened 
mese  two  virtues,  passes  the  middle  age  of  life,  and 
his  soul  ascends  slowly,  but  surely,  to  the  haven  of 
peace,  as  his.  weakening  body  goes  downward  towards 
the  grave. 

Old  age  succeeds — a  time  of  comfort  and  satisfibction, 
after  a  life  spent  in  the  performance  of  the  three  great 
moral  and  masonic  duties.  He  has  no  fear  of  death, 
because  he  is  prepared  for  it.  The  coffin  and  its  mourn* 
ful  embellishments  display  no  terrors  to  him,  because  he 
considers  life  as  the  sleep  oi  darkness^  and  death  as  awak* 
ening  him  from  a  disagreeable  dream  to  the  enjoyment 
of  light  and  happiness.  The  peace  of  God,  which  pas»- 
eth  all  understanding,  keeps  tiim.firm  in  the  faith;  by 
the  aid  of  which,  added  to  the  practice  of  universal  be- 
nevolence and  love  for  his  fellow  creatures,  he  is  enabled 
to  contemplate  with  calmness  and  equanimity  that  event 
which  will  separate,  him  from  all  his  earthly  friends  and 
connections ;  because  he  sees  before  him,  by  the  eye  of 
faith,  a  world  where  everything  is  bright  and  glorious; 
where  he  shall  be  reunited  to  his  friends;  where  sorrow 
and  trouble  cannot  intrude;  and  where  never-ending 
pleasures  will  reward  the  cares  and  troubles  of  his  mortal 
pilgrimage.  He  approaches  the  scene  of  his  hopes  and 
wishes  with  a  palpitating  heart,  and  jSnds  the  portal  of 
Charity  thrown  open  to  receive  him,  and  the  bodily 
pains  of  death  are  alleviated  and  cheered  by  the  sound 
of  the  angelic  host  singing  the  anthems  of  heaven,  and 
ready  to  conduct  him  to  that  place  of  rest,  where  he 
will  wait  with  patience,  in  company  with  the  spirits  of 
other  just  and  holy  men,  till  all  things  are  consununated, 
and  the  day  of  resurrection  iishers  m  the  eternal  reign 
of  the  Messiah. 

Nothing  could  be  a  more  wise  and  just  arrangemeat 
than  the  appointment  of  an  intermediate  state  for  the 
soul,  from  the  time  of  its  departure  from  the  body  to  the 
day  of  judgment.  Having  been  clogged  with  a  corrupt 
and  sinful  body,  which  the  Platonists  denominated  "me 
bondage  of  matter,"  it  would  scarcely  have  been  in  a 
condition,  at  the  moment  of  its  exodus,  to  bear  either 
the  refulgent  glory  of  God's  presence  on  the  one  hand, 
or  the  extreme  punishment  of  eternal  fire  on  the  other. 
It  is  true,  man  is  sent  into  the  world  with  a  commission 
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to  '*^o  on  towards  perfection,"  which,  though  unattam* 
able  in  this  world,  will  certainly  be  completed  in  the  next. 
And  accordingly,  while  the  just  are  npening  for  glory^ 
the  wicked  degenerate  from  bad  to  worse  in  a  similar 
pro^rtion,  as  a  fit  preparation  for  the  perdition  that 
awaits  them. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  observe  here,  that  this  doctrine 
was  embodied  in  the  Spurious  Freemasonry;  and  Olym- 
piodorus,  in  his  commentary  on  the  Glorgias  of  Plato, 
thus  explains  it: — ^he  says,  "When  Ulysses  descended 
into  Hades,  he  saw,  amongst  other  things,  Titius,  Sysi- 
phus,  and  Tantalus.  The  former  was  lying  supine  tipon 
the  earth,  and  a  vulture,  was  devouring  his  liver.  The 
liver  signified  that  he  had  lived  solely  according  to  his^ 
animal  propensities  and  the  indulgence  of  his  passions. 
Sysiphus  was  continually  employed  m  rolling  a  stone  up 
a  hill,  which,  having  attained  the  summit,  escaped  from 
his  hands  and  rolled  down  again.  This  was  the  punish- 
ment of  ambition  and  anger;  its  descent  showmg  the 
vicious  government  of  himself,  and  the  stone  symbolizing 
the  hard,  refractory,  and  rebounding  condition  of  his  life. 
Tantalus  lay  extended  on  the  borders  of  a  lake,  and 
under  a  tree  bearing  abundance  of  fruit;  but  he  was 
unable  to  derive  any  benefit  from  either.  The  fruit 
which  evaded  all  his  attempts  implied  that  he  had  been 
living  under  the  dominion  of  fancy ;  and  his  vain  attempts 
to  dnnk  out  of  the  lake,  showed  the  delusive  and  rapidly 
gliding  condition  of  his  life." 

In  neither  of  the  above  cases  would  the  spirit  be  pre- 
pared for  a  great  and  sudden  change  to  perfect  happiness 
or  perfect  misery.  The  soul  of  the  rignteous  would  not 
be  sufficiently  refined  and  sublimated  to  endure  the  blaze 
of  light  which  proceeds  from  the  throne  of  the  Deiinr; 
neither  would  that  of  the  wicked  be  fitted  to  endure  the 
burning  wrath  of  an  ofiended  God.  Shakspeare  alluded 
to  something  of  this  kind  when  he  spake  ot  the  spirit  of 
man  delightmg 

To  bathe  in  fierj  floods,  or  to  reside 
Li  thzilling  regions  of  thiok-ribbed  ioe; 
To  be  imprisoned  in  the  viewless  winds. 
And  blown  with  restless  yiolenoe  round  about 
Tbe  pendant  world. 

On  whiefa  Douee  observes:    with  respect  to  the  much 
18 
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contested  and  obBcore  expression  of  bathing  the  delimit- 
ed spirit  in  fiery  floods,  Milton  appears  to  have  felt  le» 
difficulty  in  its  construction  than  we  do  at  present;  for 
he  certainly  remembered  it  when  he  made  Comus  say, 

*    •      •      •      One  sip  of  this 
Will  bathe  the  drooping  spirits  in  delight 
Beyond  the  bliss  of  dreams.* " 

In  order,  therefore,  to  prepare  the  soul  for  its  reunion 
with  an  incorruptible  body  at  the  resurrection,  and  to 
endure  the  efiects  of  that  sentence  whose  duration  shall 
be  everlasting,  an  intermediate  state  has  been  provided 
by  the  Divine  wisdom  and  goodness,  where  the  spirit  of 
the  just  man,  liberated  from  its  contact  with  a  material 
Tabernacle,  which  obstructed  its  progress  towards  the 

grfection  of  a  future  state,  receives  an  acccession  of 
owledge  that  is  intended  to  prepare  it  for  final  glorifi- 
cation. It  floats  in  liquid  ether  la  a  blessed  region  of 
light,  purified  from  all  gross  and  sensual  appetites  and 
desires,  and  enjoying  a  comparative  degree  othappineBs, 
in  a  progressive  state  of  preparation  for  supreme  felicity 
in  prospect. 

Bejond  the  glitt'ring  starry  sky, 

Far  as  the  eternal  bills. 
There  in  the  boundless  worlds  of  Light, 

Our  dear  Redeemer  dwells 
Immortal  angels  bright  and  fair 

In  countless  armies  shine ; 
At  his  right  hand  with  ^Iden  barps. 

They  offer  songs  divine. 
They  brought  his  chariot  from  above 

To  bear  him  to  his  throne : 
Clap'd  their  triumphant  wings  and  ciy'd 

The  glorious  work  is  done. 

This  peaceful  abode,  or  world  of  spirits,  is  distinguished 
in  Scripture  by  the  several  names  oi  Paradise,  Abraham's 
bosom,  the  third  heaven,  and  the  Hand  of  God;^  and  it 
appears  that  when  the  soul,  which  Pope  denominates  a 
vital  spark  of  heavenly  flame,  has  shaken  off  its  earthly 
tabernacle,  so  called  from  the  Tabernacle  of  Moses  whick 
contfidned  the  ethereal  Shekinah,  it  will  be  conveyed  hj 
angels  to  this  peaceful  place  of  rest,  there  to  remain 


'  Luke  zziii.,  43,  zvi.,  22.  2  Cor.  lii.,  2.   Wisdom  iiL,l. 
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until  the  judgment  day.  It  will  be  aa90ciated  with  thosfe 
of  Abel,  and  Noah,  and  Abraham,  and  Moses,  and  David, 
and  other  worthy  and  pious  men,  who  have  been  admit- 
ted into  God's  rest,  but  not  into  his  glory  ;  and  will  remain 
in  peace,  exempted  from  all  pain  and  disquietude,  from 
all  contention  and  dispute,  malice,  hatred,  and  illwill, 
and  secure  from  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  until  it  be 
God's  good  pleasure  to  give  them  the  kingdom.  Thus 
Chrysostom  says,'  "understand  what  and  how  great  a 
thing  it  is  for  Abraham  to  sit,  and  for  the  Apostle  Paul 
to  expect,  until  they  be  made  perfect,  that  then  they 
may  receive  their  reward.  For  until  we  come,  the 
Father  hath  foretold  them,  he  will  not  give  them  their 
reward.  Art  thou  grieved  because  thou  shalt  not  yet 
receive  it?  What  should  Abel  do,  who  overcame  so 
long  since,  and  yet  sitteth  without  his  crown?  What 
Noa^?  and  the  rest  of  those  times?  for  behold  they 
expected  thee,  and  expect  others  after  thee.  They  pre- 
vented us  in  their  conflicts,  but  they  shall  not  prevent  us 
in  their  crowns,  because  there  is  one  time  appointed  to 
crown  all  together." 

Many  curious  enquiries  might  suggest  themselves  in 
this  place  respecting  the  intermediate  staie  of  the  soul ; 
as,  what  is  its  form?  does  it  assume  the  figure  of  one  of 
the  five  regular  bodies?  whither  does  it  go?  what  is  its 
emplo3rment?  or  what  its  degree  of  consciousness?  Is 
its  place  in  the  air,  like  that  of  the  evil  spirits  which 
frequent  "  dry  places,  seeking  rest,  or  go  about  continu- 
ally trying  whom  they  may  devour?"* 

**What  means  these  evil  spirits  use  to  tempt  us  we 
are  not  distinctly  informed ;  but  it  is  great  folly,  either 
on  the  one  hand  to  doubt  the  reality  of  the  fact,  because 
we  know  not  the  manner,  or  on  the  other  to  entertain 
groundless  imaginations,  or  believe  idle  stories,  and 
ascribe  more  to  evil  spirits  than  we  have  any  sufficient 
cause.  For  there  is  no  religion  in  favouring  such  fancies, 
or  giving  credit  to  such  tales ;  and  there  has  frequently 
arisen  a  great  deal  of  hurtfril  superstition  from  them. 
This  we  are  sure  of,  and  it  is  enough,  that  neither  Satan 
nor  all  his  angels  have  power,  either  to  force  any  one  of 

'  Horn.  28,  in  Epist.  ad  Hebmos. 
«  Matt  zii.,  43.   1  Peter  t.,  8. 
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UB  into  flin,  or  to  hinder  tis  from  repentiiiffy  or  without 
God's  especial  leave  to  do  any  one  of  us  the  least  hurt 
in  any  other  way.  And  we  have  no  cause  to  think  that 
leave  to  do  hurt  is  ever  granted  them,  but  on  such  extra- 
ordinarv  occasions  as  are  mentioned  in  Scripture.  They 
are,  indeed,  often  permitted  to  entice  us  into  sin,  as  we 
too  often  entice  one  another.  But  these  enticements  of 
evil  spirits  may  be  withstood  just  as  effectually,  and 
nearly  by  just  the  same  methods,  as  those  of  evil  men."' 
But  to  return  to  our  subject. 

It  may  be  enquired,  where  are  our  first  parents? 
Where  is  Noah,  a  preacher  of  righteousness ;  or  tiie  faith- 
ful Abraham?  The  meek  Moses;  the  valiant  Joshua;  or 
David,  the  man  after  God's  own  heart?  Where  are  the 
prophets  of  the  old,  or  the  Apostles  of  the  new  Cove- 
nant? They  are  not  in  heaven,  although  undoubtedlv 
accepted  by  the  Most  High ;  nor,  although  favoured  with 
a  good  report  through  Faith,  have  they  yet  received  the 
promises.^ 

We  know  from  the  testimonv  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  the 
souls  of  men  will  possess  intelligence,  and  a  knowledge 
of  each  other,  and  of  those  they  have  left  behind ;  because 
it  is  expressly  'said  that  Dives  saw  and  knew  Lazarus  in 
Paradise ;  and  therefore  it  is  only  fair  to  presume  that 
the  spirits  of  the  departed  will  recognize  each  other  in 
the  intermediate  state.  And  if  they  were  unable  to 
communicate  with  their  friends  in  the  flesh,  Abraham 
would  have  told  Dives  so  more  explicitly  when  he 
requested  him  to  send  Lazarus  to  convert  his  five  bro- 
thers. But  he  said  no  such  thing.  He  merely  replied 
that  it  was  unnecessary,  because  they  had  already  the 
means  of  salvation  in  their  own  hands,  if  they  chose  to 
use  them.  His  words  are  very  remarkable.  ^'If  they 
will  not  hear  Moses  and  the  prophets,  neither  would  they 
be  persuaded  though  one  should  rise  from  the  dead.''^ 

Amd  we  have  "  a  very  considerable  probabUity,  lhat 
St.  Paul  anticipated  on  the  last  day  a  personal  knowledge 
of  those  on  his  part,  and  a  personal  reunion  with  them 
with  whom  he  had  been  connected  in  this  life  by  the  ties 

pimtoral  offices  and  kind  affection.   That  the  reoog- 

*  Mant  and  D'O^ley  on  Jaaaes  iv.,  7. 

*  Acta  ii.,  34,  oompared  with  Heb.  zi.,  89.     ^  Luke  xvL,  31. 
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fiition  would  be  mutual  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  course. 
And  it  may,  I  appreheud,  be  further  assumed,  that  the 
same  faculty  of  recognition  which  would  exist  at  the 
day  of  Christ,  or  at  the  commencement  of  the  future 
state  of  existence^  would  be  perpetuated  during  its  con- 
tinuance ;  and  that  a  faculty,  which  should  be  allowed 
to  St.  Paul  and  to  those  with  whom  he  was  thus 
connected,  would  not  be  withholden  from  others  who 
had  stood  to  each  other  in  the  same  relation,  or  in  other 
relations  of  mutual  attachment  and  endearment  whilst 
on  earth."* 

But  here  another  question  arises  which  appears  of 
some  importance  towards  estimating  the  perfect  happi- 
ness of  the  blessed.  If  earthly  frien<£  mutually  recognize 
each  other,  will  not  the  consciousness*  that  some  of  them 
are  in  torment  materially  allay  that  happiness  by  the 
existence  of  sensations  of  regret  and  sorrow  for  their 
fate  ?  This  argument  has  been  often  urged  by  deists  and 
infidels  as  an  insuperable  objection  to  a  future  state  of 
rewards  and  punishments.  Be  it  the  province  of  Free- 
masonry to  refute  it. 

The  spirit,  when  it  departs  from  its  earthly  tabernacle, 
becomes  purified  from  all  gross  and  carnal  afiections. 
Faith  ana  Hope  are  consummated  and  extinguished ; 
and  nothing  remains  in  the  glorified  state  but  Charity  or 
universal  love.  Impure  passions  or  feelings  can  have  no 
existence  there ;  and  as  the  minds  of  the  condemned 
must  have  been  essentially  and  wholly  vicious,  no  predi- 
lection in  their  behalf  can  possibly  remain  in  a  spirit 
which  has  been  cleansed  from  all  its  earthly  thoughts 
and  feeling ;  for  such  a  reflection  would  imply  a  doubt 
of  the  divine  justice,  which  would  be  sinful ;  and  the 
spirits  of  the  just  are  incapable  of  sinning.  Besides,  the 
ties  by  which  we  are  united  on  earth,  even  of  husband 
and  wife,  parent  and  child,  or  brother  to  brother,  are 
weak  and  feeble  compared  with  the  bond  of  perfect  love 
which  cements  the  angelic  society  of  another  life.  They 
nether  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage,  but  become  the 
children  of  God,  and  exempt  from  all  the  infirmities  of 
their  former  imperfect  state.  The  friendship  of  the 
wicked  is  forgotten,  and  every  accepted  soul  mherits  a 


'  Bp.  Maui's  Happiness  of  the  Blessed,  p.  79. 
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fblnesB  of  joy  and  eternal  blessedness,  in  a  sociel?^  where 
all  bodies  are  fflorifiedy  and  where  the  perfect  Acuities 
are  incapable  of  sorrow  or  regret. 

An  extended  speculation  on  these  points,  however,  for 
which  inspiration  furnishes  no  certain  guide,  might  lead 
us  into  error.  Some,  indeed,  think  that  the  spirits  of  our 
departed  friends  are  our  guardian  angels  ;  that  they  are 
continually  with  us wherever  we  go,  they  follow  us — 
grieving  when  we  do  wrong,  and  rejoicing  when  we  do 
right.  Others  think  they  are  employed  by  the  Ahnighty 
as  angelic  messengers,  to  distribute  mercy  and  loving 
kindness  to  other  worlds. 

Now  supposing  that  the  spirits  of  our  departed  friends 
should  be  thus  employed — and  it  is  not  improbable — ^the 
doctrine  affords  a  valuable  lesson  of  patience  under  be- 
reavement; and  shows  the  folly  of  grieving  for  their 
loss,  as  if  there  were  no  hope  for  them.  We  are  subject 
to  pain,  and  sorrow,  and  distress  ;  but  they  are  exempt 
from  all  such  feelings.  They  have  nothing  but  happiness, 
and  peace,  and  joy.  If,  therefore,,  they  are  appointed  to 
watch  over  us  ;  to  preserve  us  from  harm,  and  to  guide 
us  in  the  wa^s  of  truth  and  virtue,  we  have  greater 
occasion  to  rejoice  than  to  grieve,  for  their  loss  is  better 
for  us  as  well  as  for  them.  In  fact,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  their  happiness  after  death  if  they  have  done  their 
dutv  here.  They  have  been  sown  in  corruption,  but  they 
will  be  raised  m  incorruption ;  and  the  natural  body 
which  has  been  deposited  in  the  earth  will  be  converted 
into  a  spiritual  body. 


all  our  wants  supplied,  and  all  our  wishes  gratified  ;  and 
therefore  we  can  form  no  conception  of  the  state  in 
which  we  should  be  placed  after  death.  But  we  may 
be  quite  certain  that  if  we  perform  with  undeviating 
punctuality  our  respective  duties  to  God,  our  neighbour, 
and  ourselves,  as  they  are  exemplified  in  the  lectures  of 
Masonry,  as  well  as  in  the  Holy  Book  which  crowns  the 
Pedestal,  we  shall  certainly  partake  of  the  happiness 
which  is  reserved  for  all  faithful  Brothers,  although  we 
cannot  perfectly  understand  it. 

The  Situation  of  this  place  of  rest  has  not  been  revealed, 
and  therefore  all  conjecture  would  be  inadequate  to  dis- 
cover it.   Whether  it  be  above  or  below  the  earth  the 
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Scriptures  do  not  say*  and  it  would  be  rash  to  pronounce 
an  opinion  on  such  an  abstruse  subject.  In  knowing 
that  it  is  the  entrance  to  the  haven  of  eternal  rest,  or 
final  salvation,  we  know  enough  to  satisfy  any  reasonable 
enquiry.  We  are  told,  indeed,  that  Enoch,  Elijah,  and 
Christ  ascended^  and  St.  Paul  was  caught  up  into  Paradise  f 
and  therefore  we  may  reasonably  presume  that  it  lies 
beyond  the  sphere  of  the  remotest  stars ;  but  in  what 
region  or  situation  we  are  perfectly  ignorant.  St.  Paul 
calls  it  the  third  heaven ;  which,  accoiding  to  Macknight, 
is  the  seat  of  God  and  of  the  holy  angels,  into  which 
Christ  ascended  after  his  resurrection ;  but  which  is  not 
the  object  of  men's  senses  as  the  other  heavens  are ;  the 
first  being  the  region  of  the  air,  where  birds  fly ;  and 
the  second  that  part  of  space  which  contains  the  stars. 

In  that  place  of  rest  will  the  souls  of  just  men  remain, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  each  other's  society,  and  the  inter* 
change  of  those  amenities  which  we  cannot  at  present 
comprehend,  but  which  we  are  assured  will  constitute 
supreme  felicity;  clogged  with  none  of  those  vile  or 
boisterous  passions,  and  bereft  of  the  distressing  wants 
and  necessities  which  encumber  our  earthly  body.  Here 
will  be  no  need  of  laws,  because  there  is  neither  property 
to  protect,  wants  to  supply,  or  necessities  to  provide  for. 
Labour  will  be  in  no  request,  for  the  soul  is  impalpable, 
and  requires  neither  food  nor  raiment.  Locks  ana  bolts 
to  guard  against  intrusion  will  be  useless,  for  in  that 
holy  place,  moth  will  not  corrupt  nor  thieves  break  in 
and  steal.  Warlike  weapons  will  be  unknown  in  a 
region  of  universal  love  and  peace,  where  "the  wolf 
shall  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  lie  down  with 
the  kid ;  and  the  calf  and  the  young  Bon  and  the  fatling 
together,  and  a  little  child  shall  lead  them.  And  the 
cow  and  the  bear  shall  feed  ;  their  young  ones  shall  lie 
down  together ;  and  the  lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the  ox. 
And  the  sucking  child  shall  play  on  the  hole  of  the  asp, 
and  the  weaned  child  shall  put  his  hand  on  the  cocka- 
trice's  den.  They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my 
holy  mountain  :  for  the  earth  shall  be  fiill  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea."^® 


'  Heb.  xi.,  5.   2  Kings  ii.,  1.   Acts  i.,  9.   2  Cor.  zii.,  4. 
Isaiah  xi.,  6-9. 
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This  state  of  comparative  felicity  will  be  enjoyed  by 
the  spirits  of  all  good  and  worthy  brethren,  until  the 
number  of  the  elect  is  completed,^^  and  the  sound  of  the 
eternal  trumpet  shall  announce  the  day  of  judgment,  and 
reunite  the  soul  to  its  old  companion  the  body,  in  a  more 
glorified  state,  for  flesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  neither  doth  corruption  inherit  incor- 
ruption."^  This  change  affords  the  best  mitigation  of 
fhe  concern  so  apt  to  overwhelm  us  on  account  either 
of  our  own  death,  or  of  the  death  of  those  who  are  very 
dear  to  us.  The  bodies  of  the  righteous  are  not  swal- 
lowed up  by  the  grave,  as  a  prey,  but  deposited  there  as 
a  trust ;  which  will  surely  be  demanded  back  again,  and 
of  which  a  punctual  restitution  will  be  expected.  So 
our  admirable  Liturgy  has  taught  us,  in  the  office  of 
interment,  to  commit  the  bodies  of  the  deceased  to  the 
ground,  in  sure  and  certain  hope  of  the  resurrection  of 
the  righteous  to  eternal  life,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  who,  as  we  are  assured  by  St.  Paul,^^  shall  change 
our  vile  body — ^this  miserable  earth,  and  ashes,  and  dust 
— ^that  it  may  be  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  according 
to  the  mighty  working  whereby  he  is  able  to  subdue  all 
things  to  himself.^^ 

The  general  resurrection  has  been  embodied  in  the 
third  degree  of  Masonry ;  and  the  reward  of  duty  is 
pointed  out  in  our  fflorious  Symbol.  That  is  the  great 
harvest  when  the  wneat  and  the  tares,  the  worthy  Mason 
and  the  unsainted  cowan  shall  be  gathered  together  for 
final  separation.'^  And  it  is  a  remarkable  coincidence, 
that  in  the  system  of  Freemasonry  the  very  same  sym- 
bols are  used  to  illustrate  the  same  facts  and  doctnnes 
as  in  Christianity.  Thus,  at  the  solemn  consecration  of 
our  lodges,  we  use  com  as  the  emblem  of  perpetuity  and 
immortality,  because  the  vital  principle  is  never  extin- 
guished, ft  will  keep  for  thousands  of  years  without 
the  germ  of  vegetation  being  injured  or  destroyed.  And 
even  when  deposited  in  the  ground,  although  in  appear- 
iMice  it  dies,  and  crumbles  into  dust  and  corruption,  it 
springs  into  a  renewed  life,  and  bears  firuit  thirty,  sixty, 
and  a  hundred  fold. 

"  See  the  Chikroh  Burial  Service.  "  1  Cor.  xr.,  50. 

»  PkO.  lii.,  21.  Stanhope's  Com.  on  the  %iatles,  as  above. 

^  Matt  ziiL,  39. 
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The  Jews  entertained  a  siniilar  notion  regpeciing  ihe 
human  body ;  and  believed  that  after  death  it  contained 
a  certain  indestructible  part  called  Itiz^  which  is  the  seed 
from  which  it  is  to  be  reproduced*  It  is  described  as  a 
bone,  shaped  like  an  almond,  and  having  its  place  at  the 
end  of  the  vertebrae.  This  bone,  according  to  the  Rabbis, 
can  neither  be  broken  by  any  force  of  man,  nor  consumed 
by  fire,  nor  dissolved  by  water ;  and  they  tell  us  that  the 
fact  was  proved  before  the  Emperor  Adrian*  In  his 
presence,  Kabbi  Joshua  ben  Chauma  produced  a  luz;  it 
was  ground  between  two  millstones,  but  it  came  out  as 
whole  as  it  had  been  put  in.  They  threw  it  into  the 
fire,  and  it  was  found  to  be  incombustible.  They  cast  it 
into  the  water,  and  it  could  not  be  softened.  Lastly, 
they  hammered  it  on  an  anvil,  and  both  the  hammer  and 
the  anvil  were  broken  without  afiecting  the  luz*  The 
Babbinical  writers  support  this  notion  by  a  verse  firom 
the  Psalms,  he  kee^eth  all  his  bones ;  not  one  of  .them 
is  broken."  A  dew  is  to  descend  upon  the  earth,  pre- 
paratory to  the  resurrection,  and  to  quicken  into  life  and 
growth  these  seeds  of  the  dead.^^ 

The  First  Great  Light  explains  the  nature  of  the  last 
judgment  by  the  symbol  of  com  growing  in  a  field ;  and 
the  process  is  gradually  unfolded  from  the  sowing  of  the 
seed  to  the  gathering  of  the  produce.  And  its  coincidence 
with  certain  masonic  ceremonies,  to  which  I  have  just 
referred,  will  render  its  illustration  acceptable  at  the 
close  of  these  lectures.  The  subject  is  or  such  import- 
ance, that  T  G  A  0  T  U  himself  thought  proper  to  give 
his  hearers  a  particular  description  of  it.  He  opens  the 
august  subject  by  comparing  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to 
com  in  the  seed  which  a  man  sowed  m  his  field.  The 
seed  itself  was  the  emblem  of  man ;  he  who  sowed  the 
seed  was  the  Most  High  at  the  creation ;  and  the  field 
represented  the  earth.  The  enemy,  full  of  mischief, 
sowed  tares  among  the  wheat. '  No  sooner  was  the  world 
called  into  being,  than  the  evil  spirit  entered  into  the 

Srden  of  Eden,  where  our  first  parents  lived  in  perfect 
ppiness,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  them  to  rebel 
a^amst  their  Creator.  Unfortunately  they  complied  with 
his  request ;  and,  as  we  learn  from  the  old  Boyal  Arch 
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Lectare,  brought  misery  upon  themselves,  and  us,  and 
all  mankind.  Thus  were  tares  sown  among  the  wheat; 
or,  in  other  words,  the  cowan  and  the  Mason  became 
mingled  together  in  the  world,  although  it  is  impossible 
they  can  ever  meet  in  the  lodge. 

But  as  the  tares  could  not  be  distinguished  until  Hie 
corn  was  sprung  up,  so  the  consequences  of  their  sm 
were  not  fully  exemplified  till  Cain  murdered  his  brother; 
an  event  which  it  is  extremely  probable  originated  some 
of  our  most  occult  ceremonies.  And  if  we  were  to  trace 
the  progress  of  error  from  then  to  the  present  time,  we 
should  distinctly  understand  the  extent  of  the  injury 
which  had  been  inflicted  upon  mankind  by  the  enemy 
who  sowed  tares  amongst  the  wheat;  which  forms  a 
valid  reason  why  cowans  are  so  carefully  excluded  from 
our  private  assemblies ;  for  it  will  easily  be  seen  that^  as 
the  wheat  represents  good  and  worthy  Masons,  they  are 
symbolized  by  the  tares. 

'  It  will  not  be  inapplicable  to  our  present  purpose  to 
consider  further  how  each  class  will  be  dealt  with  at  the 
harvest,  when  the  Judge  shall  appear  in  the  Cloudy 
Canopy,  attended  by  his  holy  angels  in  the  valley  of 
Jehoshaphat.  At  this  period  the  wheat  and  the  tares, 
the  good  and  the  bad,  must  inevitably  appear.  They 
have  had  the  same  means  and  incentives  to  the  practice 
of  their  social  and  religious  duties ;  and  now  they  are  t^ 
be  disposed  of  according  as  they  have  used  or  abused 
them.  Every  person  that  has  ever  lived  in  the  world 
will  be  present;  whether  the  Great  Assize  be  really 
held  in  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat  or  elsewhere.  Kings, 
princes,  and  prelates;  masters,  wardens,  and  brethren; 
the  expert  architect,  and  the  humble  artisan,  all  must 
obey  the  summons.  Multitudes  from  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  however  distinguished  by  colour,  nation,  or 
language,  will  be  assembled.  The  call  is  universal; 
penetrating  to  the  utmost  extent  of  this  capacious  lodge; 
from  north  to  south,  from  east  to  west,  from'  surface  to 
centre,  from  earth  to  heaven. 

But  how  many  will  tremble  for  fear  ?  Will  the  wicked 
—the  cowans — ^try  to  hide  themselves  ?  Where  will  they 
go  ?  Into  the  caves  of  the  rocks  which  abound  in  that 
celebrated  valley?  They  will  find  no  protection  there, 
for  the  rocks  vml  be  broken  in  pieces  at  his  presence. 
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Will  they  flee  to  the  east  or  to  the  west — ^to  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  earth  or  sea?  There  he  will  find  them 
out.  Every  attempt  at  concealment  will  he  as  ineffective 
as  that  of  the  hunted  ostrich  who  buries  her  head  in  the 
sand. 

It  behoves  every  brother,  therefore,  to  consider  how 
he  will  be  able  to  bear  the  investigations  of  that  day 
when  God  will  bring  every  work  into  judffment,  with 
every  secret  thing  both  good  and  evil ;  and  how,  as  a 
Free  and  Accepted  Mason,  he  has  improved  the  advan- 
tages conferred  bv  his  initiation.  Have  the  Lodge  Lec- 
tures performed  their  office  effectually,  and  produced  th<^ 
fruits  of  piety  to  God  and  good  will  to  man  ?  Have  they 
caused  the  unmetallic  key  to  hang  as  Masonry  requires  ? 
Have  they  cemented  the  masonic  chain,  and  produced  a 
reciprocation  of  fraternal  benefits?  He  has  possessed 
superior  advantages ;  and  where  much  has  been  given 
much  will  certainly  be  required. 

It  is  an  awful  question  to  consider,  how  we  shall  bear 
to  have  our  actions,  our  wishes,  our  very  thoughts  exposed 
in  the  presence  of  all  our  brethren.  I  am  afraid  it  would 
overwhelm  the  very  best  of  us,  if  we  duly  reflect  on  the 
awful  position  we  shall  then  occupy  under  the  penetrating 
Eye  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  seated  in  a 
canopy  of  clouds,  and  surrounded  by  the  angelic  host. 
The  pious  Bishop  Hall  says,  "if  the  law  were  given  with 
such  m^esty  and  terror  on  Mount  Sinai,  how  shall  it  be 
required  at  the  last  day?  If  such  were  the  proclamation 
of  God's  statutes,  what  shall  the  judgment  be?  I  see, 
and  tremble  at  the  resemblance.  The  trumpet  of  the 
angel  called  unto  the  one ;  the  voice  of  an  archangel,  the 
tnunpet  of  God,  shall  summon  us  to  the  other.  To  the 
one,  Moses,  that  climbed  up  the  hill,  and  alone  saw  it, 
says,  God  came  with  ten  thousands  of  his  saints ;  in  the 
other,  thousand  thousands  shall  minister  to  him,  and  i«n 
thousand  times  ten  thousand  shall  stand  before  him.  In 
the  one,  Mount  Sinai  only  was  on  a  flame ;  all  the  world 
shall  be  so  in  the  other.  In  the  one  there  were  fire, 
smoke,  thunder,  and  lightning;  in  the  other,  a  fiery 
stream  shall  issue  from  him,  wherewith  the  heavens  shall 
be  dissolved,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  away  with  a 
noise.  0  God,  how  powerful  art  thou  to  inflict  venge- 
ance upon  sinners,  who  didst  thus  forbid  sin!    And  iS 
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thou  wert  so  terrible  a  LawgpLver,  what  a  Judge  shalt 
thou  appear!'' 

The  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  being  thus  seated 
on  the  Cloudy  Canopy,  attended  by  the  hierarchy  of 
heaven :  every  eye  will  be  fixed  upon  him,  and  amidst 
the  most  profound  silence  the  Books  will  be  opened 
where  the  actions  of  all  mankind  have  been  registered  by 
the  finger  of  God.  And  from  their  evidence  the  whole 
human  race  will  be  separated  into  two  distinct  classes; 
viz^  the  faithful  brother  will  occupy  the  one,  and  the 
obtrusive  cowan  the  other.  The  former  will  be  approved, 
and  placed  in  the  north-east,  on  the  right-hand  side  of 
the  Judge,  as  successful  candidates  for  Ms  mercy ;  and  it 
will  be  observed  that  a  tradition  has  universally  prevailed* 
that  He  will  come  in  the  East,  and  be  seated  on  a  Cloudy 
Canopy  facing  the  West ;  while  the  latter  vnll  be  placed 
on  his  lefb  hand  as  candidates  rejected. 

The  Judg^  will  then  proceed  to  pass  sentence  on  both 
which  cm  never  be  reversed.  He  will  declare  his  appro- 
bation of  those  good  and  worthy  brethren  who  stand  at 
his  right  hand ;  applauding  their  Faith,  their  Hope,  and 
their  Charity;  and  give  them  immediate  possession  of 
that  holy  place  which  is  veiled  in  clouds  and  darkness 
beyond  the  summit  of  the  Ladder.  And  he  vdll  declare 
the  reason  why  they  are  thus  distinguished.  It  is  because 
they  have  accomplished  those  moral  and  religious  duties 
which  are  recommended  in  the  Lectures  of  Masonry. 
They  have  fed  the  hungry,  clothed  the  naked,  visited  the 
sick,  and  relieved  the  distressed.  Surprised  as  well  as 
gratified  at  this  public  communication  of  his  divine  will 
and  pleasure,  because  they  entertained  reasonable  doubts 
of  their  own  unworthiDess,  they  tremblingly  ask — "  When 
saw  we  thee  hungry,  or  thirsty,  or  naked,  or  sick,  or  in 
prison,  and  ministered  unto  thee?"  He  answers  the 
question  and  confirms  the  sentence  by  saying,—"  Verily 
I  say  unto  you,  ituumtich  as  ye  have  done  it  vnto  one  <^  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren^  ye  have  done  it  vnto  me.  Come,  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father,  enter  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord!" 

While  this  is  going  on,  what  are  the  feelings  of  the 
irreclaimable  cowans  who  have  been  placed  on  the  left 
hand ;  who  have  been  disobedient  to  the  laws,  or  corrupt 
panders  to  heterodoxy;  whose  proselyting  zeal  has  con* 
verted  saints  into  sinners?  They  have  hsMl  neither  Faith 
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nor  Charity,  and  are  now  bereft  of  Hope.  They  feel 
that  the  time  of  repentance  has  passed  away  like  a  vision 
of  the  night,  and  the  hour  of  punishment  is  at  hand. 
They  regret  that  they  have  ne^ected  all  opportnnitieB 
of  improving  their  talent;  but  tneir  regret  is  unavailing, 
for  it  comes  too  late.  The  time  is  past.  The  gates  of 
Faith,  and  Hope,  and  Charity,  are  closely  tyled,  and  they 
cannot  gain  admission.  They  have  had  time  to  repent, 
and  have  not  repented; — ^thev  have  had  calls  out  of 
number  to  reform,  and  they  have  not  been  converted. 
T  O  A  0  T  U,  therefore,  after  condemning  then-  falsehood, 
their  profanity,  and  their  unrepented  sins,  pronounced 
the  final  sentenc^^  which  consigns  them  to  everlasting 
punishment. 

He  then  graciously  proceeds  to  justify  the  sentmce. 
It  is  because  they  have  been  reprobate  and  profane- 
atheists  and  imbelievers.  They  have  neither  fed  the 
hungry,  clothed  the  naked,  visited  and  relieved  the  sick 
and  comfortless,  nor  performed  any  of  the  common  duties 
of  humanity.  And  therefore  he  consigns  them  to  that 
place  of  darkness  and  despair  prepared  for  the  devil  and 
his  angels ;  while  his  faithAiI  followers  are  transferred 
by  the  angelic  host,  who  are  in  attendance  for  that  very 
purpose,  from  their  exalted  situation  in  the  north-east,  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  above,  where  they  will  exist  for  ever 
in  perfect  charity  and  perfect  happiness. 
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TO 


BBC. 

R«  P.  HUNT, 

W.  M. 

O.  SOUTHALL, 

P.  M. 

W.  H.  FLETCHER, 

S.  W. 

EDWARD  DAVIS, 

J.  W. 

8.  PRUCE, 

TREA* 

EDWARD  DAVIS, 

SEC. 

EDWARD  HAMMOND, 

8.  D. 

W.  TAYLOR, 

J.  D. 

T.  BAKER, 

J.  O. 

0/  the  Lodge  Hope  and  Charity^  No.  533,  Kiddermi$uter. 


Dear  Friends  and  Brethren, 

My  laboars  are  drawing  towards  a  conclusion,  and  the 
time  approaches  when  it  will  become  incumbent  on  me 
to  retire  from  the  Craft,  and  take  a  grateful  leave  of  the 
fraternity  by  whom  I  have  been  uniformly  treated  in  the 
most  kind  and  distinguished  manner.  During  a  period 
of  nearly  half  a  century  since  my  initiation,  and  of^  forty 
years'  active  exertion  to  prcMnote  the  general  interesta  of 
the  Craft,  I  have  persevered,  amidst  evil  report  and  good 
report,  in  my  endeavours  to  place  Freemasonry  before 
i}he  public  as  a  moral  and  scientific  institution  which  is 
eminently  calculated  to  produce  the  universal  happineas 
of  mankind.  And  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  through- 
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out  all  my  numerous  publications,  there  is  not  a  page 
which  is  at  variance  with  the  benignant  principles  of  the 
Order ;  as  I  am  sure  I  never  intentionally  penned  a  single 
sentence  to  wound  the  feelings  or  excite  the  wrath  of  any 
individual  brother.  Even  when  I  have  found  it  necessary 
to  vindicate  myself  from  calumnious  attacks,  I  have  invari- 
ably endeavoured  to  preserve  a  respectful  tone  towards 
my  accusers,  and  am  not  conscious  of  having  ever 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  a  temperate  and  graceful  style 
of  controversy.  My  aim  has  always  been,  in  conformity 
with  a  well  known  passage  in  the  Lodge  Lectures,  to 
speak  as  well  of  a  brother  in  his  absence  as  I  would  have 
done  had  he  been  present ;  and  when  that  could  not  be 
done  with  propriety,  I  have  adopted  the  Mason's  peculiar 
virtue — Silence. 

For  this  reason,  amongst  others,  I  have  been  honoured 
with  the  patronage  of  the  noblest  and  best  of  men  and 
Masons ;  amongst  whom  I  am  proud  to  include  the  two 
illustrious  princes,  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Sussex ;  the 
Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York;  the  Duke  of 
Leinster ;  the  Earls  of  Zetland,  Yarborough  (late),  and 
Aboyne ;  two  Bishops  of  the  diocese  where  I  reside ;  Sir 
Edw.  Ffrench  Bronmead,  Bart. ;  Richard  Ellison,  Esq. ; 
and  many  other  distinguished  personages  in  various  parts 
of  the  globe.  The  patrons  of  this  my  final  work,  which 
constitutes  the  cope  stone  and  crown  of  my  masonic 

Fublications,  are  the  brethren  of  those  lodges  by  which 
have  been  more  particularly  distinguished;  and  the 
fraternity  at  large,  wheresoever  dispersed  under  the  wide 
and  lofty  canopy  of  heaven.  To  this  supernal  abode  it 
is  hoped  that  every  true  and  worthy  brother,  who  has 
been  fortified  by  Temperance,  Fortitude,  Prudence,  and 
Justice,  and  has  passed  up  the  Ladder  through  the  gates 
of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Chanty,  *dll  eventually  arrive. 

The  name  of  your  Lodge  includes  a  description  of  the 
blessed  process  which,  by  steady  perseverance,  will  lead 
to  those  happy  mansions  where  the  just  exist  in  perfect 
bliss  to  all  eternity ;  where  they  will  be  for  ever  haj^y 
with  God,  the  Great  Geometrician  of  the  Universe,  whose 
only  Son  died  for  us  that  we  might  be  justified  through 
Faith  in  his  most  precious  blood.  This  is  our  Hope,  that 
we  may  all  finally  meet  in  that  blessed  abode  of  never- 
fidling  Charity;  and  it  has  constituted  the  aaimatiDg 
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principle  which  has  Bupported  me  through  all  the  arduoQi 
trials  of  an  eventful  life ;  and  still  forms  the  sincere  and 
only  wish  of  him  who  has  the  honour  of  dedicating  hiB 
closing  Lecture  to  you,  and  to  subscribe  himself, 

Dear  Friends  and  Brothers, 
Tour  most  faithfiil  and  obedient  Servant, 
In  the  holy  bond  of  Masonry, 

GEO.  OLIVER,  D.D., 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Lo4ge. 


SCOPWICK  YlCASAaB, 

June  1,  1860 
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A  Recaphukuianj  or  general  Summary  of  the  doctrines  con- 
tained  in  the  preceding  Lectures^  vnAh  their  application  to 
the  system  of  Freemasony. 

"KngjiBh  Masonry  is  the  knowledge  of  the  etenial  God,  as  the  God 
of  Creation  and  Providence ;  it  is  tdso  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
JesiiB  Christ,'  as  the  God  of  redemption ;  and  far  from  asoribing  crea- 
tion to  a  concnitous  adhesion  of  matter;  we  believe  in  a  God  who 
ooreated  all  things;  far  from  ascribing  the  wonderful  mysteries  of 
Providence  to  the  blindness  of  fat^  and  chance,  we  believe  in  a  God 
ordering  all  things  both  in  heaven  and  earth ;  and  in  all  the  steps  of 
masonic  advancement  we  cry,  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  Grod !  JBlessed 
is  he  who  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord!  Hosanna  in  the 
Highest!" 

Inwow. 

'*Then  shall  appear  the  sign  of  the  Son  of  Man  in  heaven.** 

Matt,  xxiv.,  90. 

It  may  be  expected,  as  this  volume  constitutes  the 
completion  of  the  plan  which  I  had  formed  when  I  first 
undertook  the  responsibilil^  of  entering  on  a  virgin  soil, 
and  tuminff  up  a  glebe  which  had  scarcely  been  touched 
by  the  hand  of  man,  that  I  should  wind  up  my  labours  by 
a  brief  analysis  of  the  general  design  of  the  treatise,  as 
a  work  which  is  especially  devoted  to  the  jpurpose  of 
ezplauung  the  tendency  and  final  consiunmation  of  the 
Order. 

The  Book  is  intended  to  be  a  tvpe  of  the  masonic  insti- 
tution. It  opens  with  a  view  of  the  present  state  of  the 
science,  considered  as  a  means  of  producing  spiritual 
perfection.  On  this  point  I  am  anxious  to  avoid  any  mis- 
mterpretation.  Freemasonry  cannot  accomplish  this 
result  single  handed,  but  as  contributing  its  aid  in  con- 
nection with  other  agencies.  No  one  can  become  a  Mason 
without  a  sincere  profession  of  a  belief  in  One  God,  the 
19 
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Great  Architect  or  Creator  of  the  Universe ;  nor  can  he 
giye  his  assent  to  our  ordinary  Lectures  without  an 
application  of  the  types  of  the  Old  Testament  to  the 
manifestations  declared  in  the  Gospel ;  or  in  other  words, 
without  an  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  of  Christianity. 
If  Christ  be  not  the  Messiah  predicted  by  the  Jewish 
prophets,  then  the  Lectures  of  Freemasonry  are  nothing 
more  than  an  agreeble  fiction ;  pleasing,  perhaps,  to  the 
fancy,  but  without  canying  conviction  to  the  judgment; 
and  consequently,  useless  as  a  stimulus  to  moral  duty, 
without  which  the  summit  of  the  Ladder  can  never  be 
attained,  or  the  portal  of  Charity  opened.  And  the 
remarkable  coinciaences  which  I  have  brought  into  one 
focus,  will  show  that  all  the  princpal  truths  of  revealed 
religion  have  been  concentrated  in  the  Lectures  of  Free- 
masonry. They,  who  think  otherwise,  are  not  only 
deceived  themselves,  but  are  deceivers,  of  others. 

The  present  state  of  Freemasonry  is  distinguished  by 
its  numerous  charitable  institutions ;  which,  by  removing 
the  attention  from  the  affairs  and.disquietude  of  this  world, 
leave  the  worthy  brother  at  leisure  to  prepare  for  another 
and  a  better.  Its  application  to  the  sciences  is  not  so 
obvious.  And  as  its  founders,  in  the  early  and  mediasval 
ages,  were  archaeologists  and  ecclesiastical  architects,  it 
appears  reasonable  that,  in  addition  to  its  moral  reference, 
some  marked  attention  should  be  paid  to  those  pursuits 
which  distinguished  our  ancient  brethren,  and  produced 
that  eminence  which  made  their  example  worthy  of  imi- 
tation in  the  establishment  and  perpetuity  of  an  institu- 
tion founded  expressly  on  the  arts  which  raised  them  to 
distinction,  and  made  them  exemplars  of  every  Christian 
virtue. 

For  this  purpose  a  revision  of  the  Lectures  has  been 
suggested  as  eminently  calculated  to  restore  Freemasonry 
to  its  primitive  purity  and  usefulness ;  and  to  implant  in 
the  mmds  of  the  brethren  a  veneration  for  all  that  is 
great  and  good ;  inciting  them  to  emulate  those  glorious 
examples  of  morality,  combined  with  the  sublimities  of 
science,  which  have  enrolled  our  ancient  brethren  in  the 
lists  of  the  benefactors  of  mankind.  It  might  appear 
invidious  to  select  individuals  from  the  catalogue  of  this 
noble  band  of  Masons,  as  bein^  worthy  of  peculiar  note; 
but  I  cannot  refrain  from  holdmg  up  to  the  notice  of  the 
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firatemity,  as  deserving  of  commendation,  a  few  eminent 
Masons  whose  names  are  familiarly  known  in  this  island; 
such  as  Lanfranc  and  Gundul^h,  William  of  Sens,  W. 
Anfflus,  John  of  Gloucester,  Irwin  vpn  Steinbach,  Nicolas 
Walton,  '  Robert  de  Skellington,  Geoffery  Fitipeter, 
William  of  Wykeham,  Henry  Chichely^  Wolsey  and 
Cromwell,  Denham,  Vanburg,  Sheldon,  Jones,  Wren, 
Web,  Sayer,  Desaguliers,  Anderson,  DUnckerley,  and 
many  others,  who  were  all  expert  Master  Masons  in 
different  ages,  and  their  fame  will  never  die. 

The  Lodge  Lectures  have  been  repeatedly  arranged 
and  rearranged,  to  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  human 
enlightenment^  and  each  revision  has^ Ibeen  an  improver 
ment  on  its  predecessor,  and  tended  to  increase  the 
popularity  and  standing  of  the  *  Order.  The  present 
period  requires  extensive  alterations  and  additions ;  for 
as  the  Lectures  form  the  real  touchstone  by  which  a  true 
judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  application  of  Freema- 
sonry to  the  requirements  of  an  improved  state  of  sodety, 
liiey  ought  to  approximate  as  nearly  to  perfection  as 

{>os8ible.  Thirty-six  years  have  now  elapsed  idnce  the 
aat  revision ;  and  when  it  is  considered  what  rapid  strides 
have  been  made  during  that  period  in  the  education  of 
the  people,  and  how  extensively  knowledge  has  been 
propagated,  it  is  time  our  leaders  began  to  consider  the 
consequences  of  resting  on  their  oars,  while  their  contem- 
poraries are  pulling  with  might  and  main  that  they  may 
be  the  first  to  reach  the  goal. 

From  these  considerations,  I  have  suggested  a  plan  in 
my  First  Lecture  by  which  the  united  vsrisdom  of  the 
Craft  might  be  brought  into  requisition,  to  remodel  our 
ordinary  Lodge  Lectures  on  such  a  principle  as  may 

grove  acceptable  to  the  members,  and  contribute  to  the 
est  interests  of  the  Craft. 
As  the  object  of  the  preliminary  Lectures  is  to  place 
Freemasonry  on  its  true  basis,  and  to  exhibit  it  as  an 
institution  capable  of  promoting  human  happiness  in  this 
world,  and  inspiring  the  hope  of  attaining  to  a  more 
perfect  felicity  in  the  next,  the  Second  Lecture  is  devo- 
ted to  a  dissertation  on  the  poetry  and  philosophy  of  the 
Order,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  any  attempt  to 
become  an  adept  in  its  mysteries  is  sure  to  fail,  unless  it 
be  the  result  of  a  scientific  research  into  the  hidden 
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meaning  of  our  signs  and  sjrmbols,  where  all  onr  seeiet 
lore  has  been  deposited,  and  in  which  our  occult  doctrines 
can  alone  be  found.  It  haa  been  truly  said,  that  whatever 
a  man  most  loves  will  constitute  the  •poetry  of  his  life, 
and  the  philosophy  of  his  soul.  It  encourages  him  to 
admire  thinffs  unknovm,  till  admiration  is  turned  into 
reality;  and  thus  he  conquers  the  difficulties  which 
appeared  to  impede  his  progress  to  knowledge ;  be 
acquires  a  mastery  over  wonders,  which  distance  had 
magnified  into  sublimity,  and  makes  apparent  impossibili- 
ties yield  to  the  all  powerful  force  of  industry  and  per- 
severance. 

Having  considered  the  present  flourishing  condition  of 
the  Order,  springing  out  of  a  proper  understanding  of  its 
poetry  and  philosophy,  I  have  proceeded,  in  the  next 
place,  to  take  a  more  particular  view  of  the  Lodge 
Lectures,  aa  the  expositors  of  Masonry,  because  its  very 
existence  depends  on  their  adaptation  to  its  genuine  prin- 
ciples and  practice.  They  consist  equally  of  science  and 
morals;  and  strongly  recommend  the  practice  of  the 
moral  and  social  duties  of  iife,  as  a  passport  to  the  Cloudy 
Canopy,  which  is  attainable  by  means  of  a  Ladder,  whose 
principle  rounds  or  staves  are  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity. 

These  Lectures  can  only  be  attainea  by  persevering 
industry  and  sedulous  application,  for  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  an  intuitive  acquisition  of  science,  as  Knittel, 
the  Jesuit,  pretended.  The  formula  being  neither 
written  nor  printed,  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  it  by  oral  communication  from  the  lips  of 
the  W.  M.  in  open  lodge.  As  Euclid  said  to  Alexander 
the  Great,  There  is  no  royal  road  to  Geometry,"  so  say 
I  to  the  anxious  Mason.  And  his  endeavours  to  acquire 
this  knowledge  will  be  rewarded  by  other  advantages. 

If  industry  and  regularity  be  systematically  followed, 
they  will  soon  become  habitual,  and  tend  to  the  prosperi- 
ty of  all  his  worldly  pursuits.  Aide  toi  et  le  del  t^a/idejm. 
Such  was  the  advice  of  Jupiter  to  the  clown  whose  cart 
wheel  was  sunk  in  a  slougn  so  deep  that  his  horse  was 
unable  to  extricate  it.  The  fellow  sat  him  down  quietly 
on  a  bank,  and  cried  out,  ^*0,  Jupiter,  help  me!" 
^'  Help  you!"  said  the  god.  Lay  your  shoulder  to  the 
wheel,  you  lazy  hound,  and  endeavour  to  help  yourself^ 
and  then  you  may  expect  assistance  from  me."  Indufltiy 
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and  appHcation  ar^  therefore  recommended  in  the  Lecture 
under  our  consideration,  as  the  only  means  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  Freemasonry,  and  acquir- 
ing the  reputation  of  being,  what  our  transatlsaitic 
brethren  aptly  denominate,  "a  briarht  Mason."  . 

The  English  fraternity  is  divided  into  two  parties, 
both  powerful  from  intellect  and  position ;  one  oi  which 
is  impressed  with  a  conviction  that  Masonry  will  be 
extended  and  ennobled  by  an  open  promulgation  of  those 
doctrines  and  practices  whicn  are  peculiar,  but  not 
necessarily  secret;  while  the  other  section  adopts  the 
creed  of  those  "  scrupulous  brethren  "  of  the  last  century, 
who  committed  many  valuable  documents  to  the  flames^ 
lest  they  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Anderson 
when  he  compiled  the  original  Book  of  Constitutions  by 
command  of  the  GTrand  Lodge.  These  would  have  Free- 
masonry to  be  a  stationary  institution,  depending  solely 
on  the  faith  of  oral  tradition ;  and  hence  they  decry  all 
disquisitions  which  possess  a  tendency  to  increase  its 
influence  or  improve  its  details.  I  have  examined  the 
peculiar  opinions  of  these  two  sections  of  the  fraternity 
in  detail ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  a  decision  has  been 
impartially  pronounced  according  to  their  respective 
merits. 

In  the  Fourth  Lecture  we  advance  an  important  step 
in  our  investigation,  by  showing  that  the  doctrines  entm- 
ciated  in  the  Lodge  Lectures  are  consonant  with  the 
teaching  of  our  holy  religion,  as  its  morality  is  explained 
in  the  inimitable  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  And  although 
Freemasonry  is  not  a  religious  sect,  yet  it  inculcates  the 
duties  which  belong  to  every  religion  "in  which  all  mea 
SLgreeJ"^  This  constitutes  the  great  mistake,  equally  of 
those  who  are  ignorant  of  our  mysteries,  and  of  those  also 
who  have  only  a  superficial  knowledge  of  them.  They 
are  apt  to  fall  into  the  error  of  taking  an  extreme  view 
of  the  subject,  and  pronouncing  either  for  one  alternative 
or  the  other;  either  Mason[ry  is  a  system  of  infidelityt 
and  excludes  religion  altogether  from  its  disquisitions,  or 
it  is  a  religious  sect  which  would  supersede  the  necessity 
of  Ohristianity,  and  monopolize  the  office  of  procuring, 
unaided,  the  salvation  of  man. 

The  truth,  however,  lies  between  these  two  proposi- 
tions.   Freemasonry  is  neither  an  exclusive  system  of 
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religion,  nor  does  it  tolerate  the  detestable  principles  of 
infidelity.    It  is  a  teacher  of  morality,  and  contributes  its 

Eowerful  aid,  in  that  capacity,  to  the  salvation  of  souls, 
y  recommending  and  enforcing  the  duties  of  the  second 
table,  Qud  demanding  an  acquiescence  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  first.  And  this  course  of  discipline  is  perfectly  con- 
sonant with  the  teaching  of  Christianity.  When  &e 
lawyer  asked  the  subtle  question,  Which  is  the  great 
commandment  of  the  law?  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with 
all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind :  and  thy  neighbour 
as  thyself;^"  or  in  other  words,  this  is  all  that  is  required 
by  the  Jewish  law  for  the  salvation  of  man. 

In  the  Fifth  Lecture  we  enter  in  medias  resy  by  shewing 
how  we  deduce  occult  doctrines  froih  visible  symbols ; 
and  for  this  purpose  we  commence  with  the  most  obscure 
emblem  in  Masonry,  and  one  which  has  taxed  the  inge- 
nuity of  the  Craft  ever  since  its  introduction  .into  the 
Lectures.  Conjecture  has  been  very  busy  about  the  circle, 

Eoint,  and  parallel  lines ;  and  the  consequence  is  that  all 
ave  arrived,  at  the  same  end,  although  they  have  tra- 
versed difierent  paths  to  attain  it.  The  ex]planation  of 
the  symbol  has  varied,  but  the  doctrine  which  has  been 
deduced  from  it  remains  pretty  nearly  the  same ;  and  the 
reader  is  furnished  with  a  detail  of  the  several  versions 
which  have  prevailed  at  difierent  periods,  and  under  the 
sanction  of  successive  Grand  Masters. 

And  this  will  be  an  answer  to  those  who  think  Free- 
masonry should  remain  stationary,  and  never  deviate 
from  the  position  which  it  occupied  at  its  first  establish- 
ment in  ages  far  remote ;  but  in  the  universal  movement 
of  Nature  and  Art  towards  that  perfection  which  the 
Great  Creator  originally  designed  to  bless  his  creatures 
here,  as  a  humble  taste  of  the  glory  which  will  be 
revealed  hereafter.  Masonry  alone  ought  to  be  quiescent, 
and  deprived  of  those  benefits  which  the  improvements 
of  an  enlightened  age  have  conferred  on  all  other  insti- 
tutions. It  was  an  ancient  rule  of  conduct  given  by 
Musonius,  a  heathen,  >  that  those  who  are  desirous  of 
improving  their  morals  must  be  continually  employed  in 
amending  and  reforming  their  lives  by  the  improvements 
of  philosophy."  If,  therefore,  the  fraternity  refuse  to 
profit  by  the  advances  which  science  and  art  are  gradually 
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making  in  every  suecessive  age,  they  will  be  worse  than 
the  heathen,  who  had  no  better  guide  than  the  light  of 
Nature  to  direct  their  enquiries  amidst  the  dense  ignorance 
by  which  they  were  surrounded. 

If  the  intelligent  portion  of  the  Crafk  in  every  age  of 
its  existence  had  been  thus  bigotted,  it  would  long  ago 
have  succumbed  to  the  pressure  on  all  sides,  which  has 
been  arrayed  against  it,  and  have  been  forced  out  of  its 
place  like  some  foreign  substance  that  had  been  unnatu- 
rally introduced  into  the  human  frame.  But  the  different 
interpretations  of  the  circle,  point,  and  parallel  lines, 
assure  us  that  our  rulers  have  ever  considered  Freema- 
sonry to  be  progressive,  like  all  other  sciences,  and  have 
profited  by  the  light  which  has  from  time  to  time  been 
thrown  upon  it,  to  improve  its  details,^  and  render  its 
doctrines  the  pride  of  the  fraternity,  aud  the  envy  of 
the  world. 

The  Sixth  Lecture  is  exclusively  devoted  to  a  consider- 
ation of  the.  doctrines  embodied  in  this  expressive  B3mGibol. 
The  greatest  error  which  we  discover  in  its  interpretation, 
is  that  which  confines  the  Deity  to  the  centre  of  the 
circle.  He  is  present  every  where ;  and  were  it  possible 
he  should  withdraw  the  light  of  his  countenance  from 
any  part  of  the  universe,  how  small  or  insignificant 
soever  it  might  be,  not  ofalv  would  that  locality  be 
thrown  into  irretrievable  conmsion,  but  as  the  order  and 
regularity  of  each  part  is  essential  to  the  support  of  the 
whole,  the  balance  would  be  destroyed,  and  the  vast 
fistbric  of  Nature  instantly  dissolved. 

The  least  confusion  but  in  one,  not  all 
That  system  only,  but  the  whole  must  fall. 
Let  earth  unbalonc'd  from  her  orbit  fly, 
Planets  and  suns  run  lawless  thro'  the  sky ; 
Let  ruling  angels  from  their  spheres  be  hurPd, 
Being  on  being  wreck' d,  and  world  on  world; 
Heav'n's  whole  foundation  to  the  centre  nod. 
And  Nature  trembles  to  the  Throne  of  God. 

Pope. 

But  if  the  Deity  were  confined  to  the  centre,  he 
would  be  absent  from  every  other  part  of  the  Universe, 
and  thus  the  doctrine,  that  the  vast  machine  is  upheld 
solely  by  the  power  and  providence  of  God,  would  be 
justly  questioned,  and  the  infidel  would  exult  in  an 
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imag^iBary  triomph.  But  it  is  not  so.  Freemasonry 
affords  no  grounds  for  the  triumph  of  infidelity.  It  is 
founded  on  the  knowledge  and  acknowledgment  of  God 
the  Creator,  who  fills  all  space,  f^xtends  through  all 
extent,  and  is  every  where  present  to  hear  and  answer 
the  prayers  of  his  faithful  worshippers. 

The  two  perpendicular  parallel  lines  have  also  been 
variously  interpreted;  some  understanding  them  to  refer 
to  the  Tabernacle  and  Temple  of  the  Jews,  as  represented 
by  their  builders,  Moses  and  Solomon;  while  otheri 
interpret  them  to  be  symbols  of  the  two  St.  Johns.  But 
either  view  of  the  case  will  terminate  in  an  application 
to  Faith  and  Practice;  For  Moses,  according  to  his  own 
evidence,  was  a  type  of  Christ,  whom  he  speaks  of  as  a 
prophet  like  himself,^  and, 'therefore,  was  an  object  of 
Faith  to  ihe  Jews,  as  St.  John  is  to  Christians;  while 
Solomon,  who  carried  out  the  incipient  idea  of  Moses  in 
the  construction  of  the  Temple,  was  a  personification  of 
that  practical  religion  which  St.  John  the  Evangelist 
recommended  so  powerfully  to  his  followers,  as  the  per- 
fection and  firuit  of  Faith.  If,  therefore,  a  candidate  for 
the  honours  of  Masonry  represent  the  central  point  of 
Time,  as  it  is  now  understood,  and  his  circumamDulatioB 
be  indicative  of  his  progress  to  eternity,  the  perpendicular 
parallel  lines  can  be  no  other  than  the  Faith  and  Practice 
by  which  he  expects  to  attain  the  object  of  his  Hope, 
those  supernal  regions  of  universal  Love  which  wUl 
endure  through  everlasting  ages. 

And  these,  like  the  Ladder  of  Masonry,  must  be  based 
on  the  Three  Great  Lights;  which  accordingly  form 
subjects  of  disquisition  for  the  Seventh  Lecture.  The 
Holy  Bible  is  the  proper  object  of  a  Mason's  Faith;  by 
the  Square  he  learns  to  modulate  his  Practice  by  its 
dictates,  conformably  to  the  rules  of  morality  and  justice; 
an^  the  Compasses  instruct  him  to  limit  his  desires  within 
the  boundary  lines  of  reason  and  revelation,  which  consti- 
tute the  two  limbs  of  that  conprehensive  instrument,  as 
the  only  certain  method  of  avoiding  the  evils  which 
always  attend  the  unrestrained  indulgence  of  the  passions. 

The  Ladder  of  Masonry,  with  its  innumerable  rounds 
or  staves,  which  constitutes  the  steep  ascent  from  earth 
to  heaven,  and  connects  them  together  by  the  sacred 
Tracing  Board  at  its  foot,  and  the  Cloudy  Uanopy  at  its 
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summit,  fomu  the  next  portion  of  onr  Symbol  to  be 
examined.  Its  principal  steps  or  .Gates  are  three,  cor- 
responding with  the  tiuree  Theological  Virtues,  which 
are  the  leading  characteristics  of  every  candidate  for  a 
residence  above  the  Cloudy  Canopy,  being,  indeed,  the 
graduated  stages  of  a  Christian's  life. 

In  the  Symbol  I  have  ventured  topourtray  this  Canopy, 
and  such  attendant  emblems  of  the  secret  places  wihch 
it  conceals  from  mortal  view,  as  may  be  dearly  drawn 
from  sources  of  undoubted  authenticity;  for  I  should 
have  considered  it  highly  indecorous  to  indulge  in  any 
flights  of  fancy,  or  unauthorized  visions  of  the  imagina- 
tion, while  dealing  v^th  such  a  profound  and  sacred 
theme.  The  legitimate  symbols  of  the  Deity,  as  they 
exist  in  our  own  Scriptures  and  the  writings  of  the  early 
fathers  of  the  Christian  Church,  as  well  as  in  the  sym- 
bolism of  the  more  ancient  dispensation,  are  the  equi- 
lateral triangle,  the  rainbow,  the  hand,  the  vesica  piscis, 
and  the  AUnseeing  Eye ;  and  these  I  have  surrounded 
with  the  hierarchies  of  heaven  praising  God  and  saying, 
^iHoly,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almigh^,  which  was,  and 
i%  and  is  to  come !" 

Each  of  these  Symbols  is  fully,  and  it  is  hoped,  satis- 
&ctorily  explained  in  the  Ninth  Lecture,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  the  Free  and  Accepted  .  Mason  who  has 
performed  his  duties  faithfully,  and  discharsed  his  obli- 
ffations  truly,  may  be  presumed  to  have  made  a  success^ 
ml  progress  up  the  masonic  Ladder — ^to  have  fouffht  the 
good  fight  of  Faith,  to  have  been  supported  by  the 
anchor  of  Hope,  and  to  have  psactised  Charity  in  both 
its  divisions,  by  a  cheerful  and  active  benevolence  on  the 
one  hand,  and  by  kindness,  and  good  will,  and  brotherly 
love  to  all  mankind  on  the  other.  Thus,  as  his  pilgrim 
a^e  draws  gradually  towards  its  termination,  he  beholds  by 
faith,  a  prospect  of  the  blessedness  which  is  reserved  for 
his  enjoyment  when  the  gates  of  death  are  closed  upon 
him,  and  the  fiat  of  the  Judge  shall  place  him  at  his 
right  hand. 

Now,  the  application  of  these  principles  to  Freema- 
sonry leads  to  an  unerring  result  which  forms  the  subject 
of  the  concluding  Lectures.  The  candidate  commences 
bis  probation  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the  beinff  of  a 
Gtod,  on  whom  his  hope  and  trust  are  finnly  placed. 
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He  knows  that  difficulty  and  danger  attend  his  Christiao 
course,  and  he  presumes  that  his  masonic  progress  may 
have  a  sin^ilar  tendency.  He  is  told  that  all  his  trials 
may  be  surmounted  by  Faith  and  Hope.  If  be  believes 
a  thing  impossible,  his  despondency  may  make  it  so,  bat 
if  he  perseveres  to  the  end,  he  will  finally  overcome  all 
difficulties.  This  consideration  constitutes  an  effisctasl 
shield  against  mfidelity.  If  he  believes  in  Grod,  he  must 
also  believe  him  to  be  a  present  help  in  times  of  difficulty 
and  distress.  If  he  be  omnipresent  ne  is  also  omnipotent; 
and  wherever  faith  is  firm  and  trusting,  it  is  sure  to  meet 
with  all  necessary  assistance. 

As  this  blessedness  of  a  future  state  is  indicated  by 
the  Blazing  Star,  which  points  to  Christ,  Jehovah,  or  the 
Son  of  God,  and  the  salvation  which  was  wrought  out 
for  mankind  by  his  death  upon  the  Cross,  I  have  endea- 
voured to  ascertain  not  only  the  true  meaning  of  the 
Symbol,  but  also  the  reasons  which  induced  our  ancient 
brethren  to  introduce  it  into  Masonry.  In  a  moral  sense 
it  was  formerly  called  Beauty,  and  referred  to  Prudence; 
and  spiritually,  because  the  Divinity,  in  the  ancient  hiero- 
glyphics, was  always  designated  by  a  Star,  it  represents 
the  Star  in '  the  East  which  guided  the  Eastern  Magi  to 
Bethlehem  to  worship  the  Great  Jehovah — ^Him  who 
came  down  from  heaven  to  take  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  and  to  teach  mankind  the  way  to  blessedness  by 
the  exercise  of  Thr^e  pre-eminent  vurtues  which  form  a 
constituent  part  of  the  system  of  Freemasonry,  "  the 
greatest  of  vduch"  is  placed  at  the  summit  of  the  Ladd» 
th'at  leads  to  the  Grand  Lodge  above. 

Qere,  then,,  we  see  the  triumph  of  Freemasonry.  It 
aims  at  an  eternal  residence  in  tne  skies,  of  which  our 
Cloudy  Canopy  is  a  significant  symbol,  accessible  by 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Chari^,  based  on  the  Holy  Bible,  sup- 

forted  by  an  altar  decorated  with  the  Circle,  Point,  and 
arallel  lines,  and  situated  on  Holy  Ground  in  the  conse- 
crated Valley  of  Jehoshaphat. 

And  what  is  the  Ladder  that  leads  to  the  Throne  of 
the  Inaccessible  ? 
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THE  AUTHOU^S  ADDRESS  PREFIXED  TO  THE 
SECOND  EDITION. 


TO  THE  ANOIBKT  Am>  HOKOtmABLE  aOOlSTT  OF  FEES  AND 
ACCEPTED  MASOKa*  « 


BsBTHREN, — The  following  Lectures  were  cotoposed 
for  the  use  of  the  Barnard  Castle  Lodge  of  Concord^ 
over  which  I  presided  for  seYeral  successive  years. 
Explanatory  notes  are  given  to  support  mj  positions^ 
or  exemplify  the  principles  of  the  work. 

Thes^  Lectures,  it  is  hoped,  may  serve  to  detect  the 
wretched  artifices  used  by  wicked  men  to  impose  upon 
the  world ;  and  may  also  excite  in  you  the  due  exercise 
of  those  moral  works  which  our  profession  enjoins. 

From  the  nature  of  our  Society  and  its  laws,  it  ii 
difficult  to  write  on  the  subject  of  Masonry-  We  are 
not  allowed  that  explicit  language  any  other  topic 
would  admit  of.  The  moral  intention  of  the  work 
must  plead  for  what  is  couched  in  allegory,  or  com- 
prehended in  that  peculiarity  of  language  which  our 
mysteries  prescribe. 

To  this  edition  many  valuable  Lectures,  Observations, 
And  Fioo£b»  are  added. 

The  AvTuon* 


THE  SANCTION* 


Obuined  for  the  First  Edition, 

Wberefla  Brother  William  HiiTCHrsBON  has  compiled  ft  hook, 
entitled  *^  The  Spirit  of  Masonry,"  and  has  requested  our  Sanction 
for  the  publication  thereof;  we^  haying  perused  the  said  bookj  &&d 
finding  it  will  be  of  use  to  this  Sodetf ,  do  recomniaDd  the  stme. 

Prro,  G.M. 
Rowland  Holt,  D*G*M, 
Thomas  Noel,  S.G.W, 
John  Hatch ^  J»G,W, 

ROWLANP  B£R.E£L£r,  G,T- 

Jaues  Heseltine^  G.S.. 


tni ;  imd  lb«  f  list  Xditloii,  ptfm      li  ditfd  If Tlk-^Xni^oa. 


WILLIAM  HUTCHINSON,  P.A.S., 


TwE  much  respected  Author  oi  this  work,  paid  the 
debt  of  Nature  on  the  7th  of  April,  1814,  at  the  Grove, 
Barnard  Castle,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years  of  an  active  and  well-spent  life.  NotwithstandLog 
au  extensive  practice  as  an  Attomey-at-Law,  such  was 
Mr.  Hutchinson's  indefatigable  industry,  that  he  com- 
piled and  wrote  "  A  History  of  the  County  of  Durham," 
in  three  large  quarto  volumes;  A  View  of  Northum- 
berland," in  two  volumes ;  "  A  History  of  Cumberland," 
in  two  quarto  volumes;  "  The  Spirit  of  Masonry,"  which 
has  gone  through  many  editions;  with  a  number  of 
other  publications,  to  which  his  name  was  not  prefixed. 
He  was  a  Member  of  the  Royal  Societ]^  of  Antiquaries, 
and  much  respected  for  his  extensive  literary  acquire- 
ments, his  cultivated  mind,  and  suavity  of  mannen- 
His  death  Vas  preceded  only  two  or  three  days  by  that 
of  his  wife,  in  the  78th  year  of  her  age ;  and  they  were 
both  interred  in  the  same  grave. 


ADDRESS  BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Au  writers  on  Freemasonry  appear  to  have  been 
inflnenced  by  a  desire  to  impress  on  the  fraternity  a 
loTe  for  its  science  and  philosophy ;  and  although  their 
works  usually  include  much  practical  instruction  in 
Masonry,  it  is  so  blended  with  other  useful  matter,  that 
an  anxious  brother,  who  is  desirous  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  our  secret  mysteries,  may  be  deterred 
from  the  task  of  analyzation  by  its  apparent  difficulty. 
He  may  be  in  doubt  where  to  begin — ^he  may  be  at  a 
loss  how  to  arrange  the  materials  before  him ;  and  thus, 
incapable  of  any  certain  classification,  may  give  up  the 
attempt  in  despair. 

I  admit  that  the  beneficial  use  of  such  publications 
pre-supposes  some  knowledge  of  our  general  Lectures ; 
and  as  this  knowledge  can  only  be  attained  in  tyled 
lodges,  it  may,  in  many  instances,  be  difficult  of  access 
in  the  Provinces;  because,  unfortunately,  the  practice 
of  lecturing  is  not  very  prevalent.  This  is  the  more  to 
be  regretted,  because  when  scientific  men  are  induced 
to  enrol  their  names  amongst  us,  from  a  desire  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  abstruse  knowledge  which  the 
Order  undoubtedly  contains,  they  retire,  after  a  long 
period  of  anxious  attendance  on  our  Lodge  meetings, 


▲BDBB88. 


rerj  much  disappoiBted  at  the  meagre  and  unsatufiMtory 
character  of  proceedings,  which  a  little  attention  to  a 
judicious  system  of  lecturing  would  have  invested  with 
dignity  and  effect. 

To  obyiate  this  evil,  the  brethren  should  resort  to 
such  published  works  as  the  volume  before  us,  as  well 
as  others  which  profess  to  furnish  an  analysis  of  the 
Lodge  Lectures ;  and  by  using  them  with  diligence  and 
industry,  they  will  isoon  discover  a  mine  of  information 
which  will  enrich  their  minds  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
great  and  valuable  truths  furnished  by  the  science  and 
philosophy  of  the  Order. 

Thb  Editor. 

SOOPWICK  ViOA&AOk, 

JuM  13,  1843. 
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SPIRIT  OF  MASONRY. 


INTRODUCTORY   DISSERTATION  ON  THE   8TATB  OF  FRBB- 
MASONRY  IN  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY.  ' 

In  ages  of  comparative  darkness,  whether  it  proceed 
from  the  prevalence  of  ignorance  and  superstition  on  the 
one  hand,  or  from  the  existence  of  vice,  arising  out  of  a 
false  estimate  of  human  happiness,  on  the  other,  Free  or 
Speculative  Masonry  has  never  unreservedly  displayed 
her  charms.  The  Operative  branch,  in  all  countries, 
effect'Cd  the  greatest  and  most  comprehensive  designs 
during  such  benighted  periods ;  but  even  this  was 
owing  to  the  circumscribed  sphere  to  which  its  mysteries 
were  confined.  None  could'  comprehend  or  practise  it 
but  the  honoured  few  whose  minds  were  enUgntened  by 
a  taste  for  science  and  philosophy  ;  while  the  ignorant 
multitude  wondered  at  the  results  which  were  accom- 

Slished  by  the  judicious  unioii  of  Wisdom,  Strength,  and 
►eauty. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  revert  to  distant  ages  in  proof 
of  this  hypothesis,  although  it  is  fully  exemplified  in  the 
productions  of  India,  Egypt,  and  the  new  world ;  the  re- 
mains of  which,  by  their  sublimity  of  conception,  blended 
with  the  beauty  of  their  execution,  still  excite  the  admi<- 
ration  and  astonishment  of  mankind.  Within  little  more 
than  a  century  from  our  own  times,  we  have  sufficient 
evidence  to  show,  that,  when  Speculative  Masonry  re- 
fused to  flourish  amidst  the  rank  weeds  of  ignorance, 
superstition,  and  vice,  which  disfigured  the  soil  of  our 
native  land.  Operative  Masonry  shone  forth  in  all  its 
glory*  and  produced  specimens  of  art  which  will  convey 
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the  names  of  our  eminent  brothers,  Sir  Christopber 
Wren,  Inigo  Jones,  Archbishop  Sheldon,  Sir  John  Van- 
brugh,  and  others,  with  honour  to  posterity.  The  splen- 
did churches,  palaces,  and  public  edifices  which  were 
erected  by  these  ingenious  masons,  cu'e  iqaster-pieces  of 
architectural  science  as  it  was  understood  and  practised 
in  the  age  when  they  flourished.  St.  Paul!s  Cathedral, 
with  all  its  defects,  constitutes  a  triumph  of  the  art ;  for 
it  was  begun  and  completed,  in  the  space  of  thirty-five 
years,  by  one  architect,  the  great  Sir  Christopher  Wren; 
one  principal  mason,  Mr.  Strong ;  and  under  one  Bishop 
of  London,  Dr.  Henry  Compton;  whereas  St.  Peter's,  at 
Rome,  the  only  structure  that  can  bear  a  competition 
with  it,  continued  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  years  in 
building,  under  twelve  successive  architects,  assisted  bj 
the  police  and  interests  of  the  Roman  See,  and  attended 
by  the  best  artists  in  sculpture,  statuary,  painting,  and 
mosaic  work.^ 

In  this  age.  Speculative  Masonry  was  little  known. 
At  the  Revolution,  in  1688,  only  seven  Lodges  were  in 
existence,  and  of  thejn  there  were  but  two  that  held 
their  meetings  regularly,  and  these  were  chiefly  Opera- 
tive. This  declension  of  the  Order  may  be  attributed  to 
the  loW  scale  of  morality  which  distinguished  the  latter 
end  of  the  seventeenth  and  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  And  how,  indeed*  could  Freemasonry,  pure 
and  spotless  as  it  isy  continue  to  flourish  at  a  time  when 
the  literature  and  morals  of  this  country  were  in  a  state 
of  semi-lethargy,  and  a  taste  for  reading,  or  the  pursuits 
of  science  and  philosophy,  had  scarcely  begun  to  manifest 
itself  amongst  the  middle  classes  of  socie^  ?  A  modem 
writer  says,  Though  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  has  been 
generally  termed  the  Augustan  age  of  literature  in  this 
kingdom,  owing  to  the  co-existence  of  a  few  celebrated 
writers,  it  is  (istanishing  haw  little^  during  the  greatest  part  of 
that  period,  was  the  information  of  the  higher  and  middle 
classes  of  society.  To  the  character  of  the  gentleman, 
neither  education  nor  letters  were  thought  necessary; 
and  any  display  of  learning,  however  superficial,  was, 
among  the  fi^hionable  circles,  deemed  rudeness  and 
pedantry.    ^  That  general  knowledge,'  observes  Johnson 


'  Anderson's  Book  of  Constitatious,  p.  169.   Edit.  1784. 


I 


ON  THB  STATB  OF  FRBBMASONRY.  3 

'which  now  circulates  in  common  talk,  was  then  rarely 
to  be  found.  Men,  not  professing  learning,  were  not 
ashamed  of  ignorance ;  and  in  the  female  world,  any 
acquaintance  with  books  was  distinguished  only  to 
be  censured/  When  we  reflect,  that  to  express  contempt 
for  all  literary  acquirement  was  then  a  certain  proof  of 
gentility^  and  ignorance  the  characteristic  of  superior 
station — a  statement  which,  I  believe,  previous  to  the 

Eublication  of  the  To^fer,  is  nearly  correct — ^we  ought  to 
esitate  in  assigning  the  epithet  of  Augustan  to  this  era 
of  our  history." 

And  affain :  He  who  aspired  to  reputation  in  the 
circles  of  gallantry,  assumed  that  laxity  of  morals  and 
looseness  of  manners  which  he  had  so  frequently  con- 
templated and  admired  upon  the  stage ;  whilst  to  be  known 
to  have  devoted  any  leisure  to  the  duties  of  devotion^  to  the 
study  of  the  classics^  or  the  acquisition  of  science^  would  have 
ruined  him  for  ever  in  the  estimation  of  the' fashionahle  world. 
Nor,  after  all  these  sacrifices  at  the  shrine  of  dissipation 
and  vice,  were  the  accomplishments  and  address  of  these 
gentlemen-  entitled  to  the  praise  of  either  refinement  or 
grace.  On  the  contrary,  their  manners  were  coarse, 
their  conversation  obscene,  and  their  amusements  fre- 
quently so  gross  that  bull-baiting,  bear-baiting,  and  prize- 
fighting were  considered  as  appropriate  recreations  for 
the  highest  ranks:  'They  were  not  only  attended,'  re- 
marks an  annotator  upon  the  Tatler^  'by-  butehers, 
drovers,  and  great  crowds  of  all  sorts  of  mob,  but  like- 
wise by  dukes,  lords,  knights,  squires,  dec.  There  were 
seats  particularly  set  apart  for  the  quality,  ornamented 
with  old  tapestry  hangings,  into  which  none  were 
admitted  under  half-a-crown,  at  least.  The  neighbour- 
hood of  these  amusements  was  famous  for  sheltering 
thieves,  pick-pockets,  and  infamous  women,  and  for 
breeding  bull-dogs.' "  *  This  state  of  things  was  very 

^  Drake's  Essays,  pp.  32,  34.  As  a  necessary  oonseqnenoe  of 
such  examples,  a  very  great  lazi^  of  morals  prevailed  amongst  the 
inferior  classes  of  society.  The  lustorian  has  recorded  that  Eng^d 
was  at  this  period  infested  with  robbers,  assassins,  and  incendiiuies ; 
the  natural  conseijaenoes  of  degeneracy,  corruption,  and  the  want  of 
police  in  the  interior  goyemment  of  the  kingdom.  This  defect,  in  a 
great  measure,  arose  from  an  absurd  notion,  that  laws  necessary  to 
prevent  tiiose  acts  of  cruelly,  violence,  and  rapine,  would  be  inoom* 
patible  with  the  liberty  of  British  subjects ;  a  notion  that  oonfonnds 
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unfavourable  to  the  cultivation  of  the  philosophy  of 
Freemasonry. 

But  a  taste  for  the  refinements  of  literature  and  science 
had  made  a  rapid  progress  before  the  middle  «of  the 
eighteenth  century.  The  periodical  writers  of  the  day, 
particularly  Addison  and  Steele,  in  the  Tatlersy  Spectaimh 
and  Chiardians,  contributed  to  produce  this  effect.  The 
operation  of  these  moral  essays  is  thus  described,  in  a 
letter  to  a  friend,  by  a  contemporary  writer,  spring 
from  personal  experience.  It  is  incredible  to  conceive 
the  effect  these  writings  have  had  on  the 'town;  how 
many  thousand  follies  they  have  either  quite  banished, 
or  given  a  very  great  check  to ;  how  much  countenance 
they  have  added  to  virtue  aud  religion;  how  many 
people  they  have  rendered  happy,  by  showing  them  it 
was  their  own  fault  if  they  were  not  so ;  and  lastly,  how 
entirely  they  have  convinced  our  fops  and  young  fellows 
of  the  value  and  advantages  of  learning." — ^And  again: 
"  These  writings  have  set  all  our  wits  and  men  of  letters 
upon  a  new  way  of  thinking,  of  which  they  had  little  or 
no  notion  before ;  and,  though  we  cannot  yet  say  that 
any  of  them  have  come  up  to  the  beauties  of  the  original, 
I  think  we  may  venture  to  affirm  that  every  one  of 
them  writes  and  thinks  more  justly  than  they  did  some 
time  since," 

This  testimony  is  highly  honourable  to  the  candour  of 
its  author,  and  to  the  talents  and  undaunted  perseverenee 
in  the  cause  of  religion  and  virtue,  by  which  the  above 
amiable  writers  were  animated.  And  it  will  not  be 
conceding  too  much  to  the  influence  of  their  immortal 
productions,  if  we  i(dmit  that  the  revival  of  Freemasonry, 

all  distinctions  between  liberty  and  brutal  licentiousness ;  asxftiist 
freedom  were  desirable  in  tiie  enjoyment  of  which  people  find  no 
security  for  their  lives  or  e£fects.  The  peculiar  depravity  of  the 
times  was  visible  even  in  the  conduct  of  those  who  preyed  upon  the 
commonwealth.  Thieves  and  robbers  were  now  become  more  des- 
perate and  savage  than  ever  they  had  appeared  since  mankind  was 
otviEzed.  In  the  exercise  of  their  rapine,  they  wounded,  maimed, 
and  even  murdered  the  unhappy  sufferers,  through  a  wantonness  of 
barbarity.  They  circulated  letters,  demanding  sums  of  money  £rom 
certain  individuals,  on  piun  of  reducing  tiieir  houses  to  ashes  and 
iheir  families  to  ruin ;  and  even  set  nre  to  the  house  of  a  rich  mer- 
chant in  Bristol,  who  had  refused  to  comply  with  their  demand.  The 
same  species  of  villany  was  practised  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom.'* 
(Smollett's  England,  vol.  ii.,  p.  454.) 


ON  THE  STATS  OF  FREEBAASONRY. 


5 


in  1717,  was  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  their  opera- 
tion on  public  taste  and  public  morality. 

There  was,  however,  one  degrading  vice,  which  appears 
to  have  taken  too  deep  a  root  to  be  extirpated  by  the 
simple  process  of  moral  teaching,  or  ingenious  raillery. 
I  mean  the  pleasures  of  the  bottle ;  which  continued  to 
prevail  ong  after  this  reformation  of  public  opinion  had 
taken  place. — ^Even  our  great  moralists  themselves  were 
not  proof  against  its  seductive  influence.^  The  contagion 
of  convivicu  habits  had  found  its  way  into  the  Mason- 
lodge,  notwithstanding  which,  the  fraternity  were  very 
tenacious  of  their  peculiar  secrets.  An  impassable  barrier 
was  formed  round  the  tyled  lodge,  and  the  tremendous 
procid  est  prqfani  was  rigidly  enforced.  The  idea  of  com- 
mitting any  of  the  laws,  usages,  or  transactions  of  Free- 
masonry to  print,  was  not  so  much  as  entertained :  it 

'  It  was  considered  a  mark  of  distinction  to  be  called  a  three-bottle 
man  ;  and  a  disgrace  to  retire  from  a  public  dinner  sober.  And  it  is 
a  melancholy  fact,  that  this  vice  was  not  uncommon  amongst  men 
eminently  gifted  with  great  and  commanding  talents.  Sir  Richard 
Steele  spent  half  his  time  in  a  tavern ;  in  fact,  he  may  be  said  to  have 
measureid  time  by  the  bottle ;  for  it  is  on  record  that  being  sent  for 
by  his  wife,  he  returned  for  answer  that  he  would  be  with  her  in  half- 
a-bottle.  The  Uke  may  be  said  of  that  great  ffenius,  Savage,  the 
poet;  and  even  Addison  was  doll  and  prosy  till  ne  was  three  parts 
drunk.  It  is  also  recorded  of  Pitt,  but  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  trutfi 
of  it,  that  two  bottles  effort  wine,  per  diem.  Were  his  usual  allowance, 
and  that  it  was  to  this  fuone  he  was  indebted  for  the  almost  super- 
human labour  he  went  through  during  his  short,  but  actively  employ- 
ed life.  His  friend  and  colleague,  Harry  Dundas,  afterwards  Lord 
Melville,  went  the  same  lengths.  Sheridan,  laterally,  without  wine 
was  a  driveller.  He  samnced  to  it  talents  such  as  no  man  I  ever 
heard  or  read  of  possessed,  for  no  subject  appeared  to  be  beyond  his 
reach.  The  learned  Person  was  a  drunkard,  so  was  Robert  Bums, 
the  poet." — (Frazer's  Magazine,  vol.  ii.,  p.  730.)  The  vice  has^ 
completely  disappeared  from  among  that  class ;  and  a  gentleman,  a 
tradesman,  or  a  scholar,  would  now  consider  it  an  indelible  disgrace 
to  be  seen  drunk.  This  is  a  striking  feature  in  the  progress  of  good 
manners  at  the  present  day ;  and  is  one  ^at  reason  why  the  inter- 
val between  the  rich  and  the  poor  is  said  to  be  widened  in  recent 
times,  by  the  moral  ascendancy  which  is  derived  from  strict  propriety 
of  conduct.  All  mental  improvement,  however,  is  ptogressive.  A 
kmidred  years  ago  hard  drinkmg  was  fashionable  with  the  nobility  and 
gentry ;  and  to  be  sober,  even  at  a  ball,  or  in  a '  drawing-room  with 
the  ladies,  was  not  very  common ;  thirty  years  it  had  descended 
to  the  middle  classes ;  it  now  subsists  almost  solely  with  the  opera- 
tives ;  in  a  few  years  we  may  anticipate  that  it  will  be  confined  to  the 
▼exy  refuse  of  society — trampers,  vagabonds,  and  common  thieVes. 
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was  deemed  a  crime  so  monstrous  as  to  admit  neither  of 
palliation  nor  excuse.  An  universal  consternation  was 
therefore  produced  amongst  the  iratemity,  when,  in  1718, 
Grand  Master  Payne,  at  the  annual  grand  festival,  de- 
sired all  old  writings  and  records  which  might  be  in 
the  possession  of  any  of  the  brethren  throughout  England, 
to  be  delivered*up  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  preparatory  to 
the  compilation  of  a  bodv  of  Masonic  Constitutions  for 
the  use  of  the  lodges  under  its  jurisdiction.  The  alarm 
was  so  great,  that  papers  in  abundance  were  secreted, 
and  even  desitroyed,  lest  they  should  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  be  made  public;  a  measure 
which  they  conceived  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  Craft. — ^Experience  has  proved  that  their 
fears  were  groundless ;  for  Freemasonry  made  little  or 
no  progress  until  its  claims  "to  respect  and  veneration 
were  fairly  laid  before  the  world  in  a  printed  form.* 

In  those  times  the  public  saw  nothing  of  Freemasonry 
but  its  annual  processions  on  the  day  of  the  grand  feast 
It  was  considered,  therefore,  merely  as  a  variety  of  the 
club  system  which  then  prevailed  amongst  all  ranks  and 
descriptions  of  people ;  and  as  these  institutions  were  of 
a  convivial  nature,  Freemasonry  was  reduced,  in  public 
opinion,  to  the  same  level.  And,  to  a  certain  extent, 
this  conclusion  was  not  very  far  from  the  truth.  The 
practice  of  the  lodges  was  principally  of  a  social  and 
companionable  character.  Sometimes  the  Master  found 
leisure  and  inclination  to  deliver  a  charge,  or  a  portion 
of  the  lectures ;  and  such  entries  as  the  following  are  fre- 
quent in  the  minute-books  of  that  period :  The  R.  W. 
Master  delivered  an  elegant  charge,  or  a  portion  of  Martin 
Clare's  lectures,^  as  the  case  might  be,  and  the  evening 


*  The  Grand  Lodge,  in  ite  Book  of  ConstitatioiiB,  promulgated  in 
17^  inserted  a  law  proyiding  that  No  brother  shall  prosumo  to 
print,  or  cause  to  be  printed,  ttie  proceedings  of  anj  lodge,  or  any 

r;  thereof,  or  the  names  of  tiie  persons  present  at  such  lodge,  but 
the  direction  of  the  Grand  Master,  or  his  deputy,  under  pain  of 
being  disowned  for  a  brother,  and  not  to  be  admitted  into  any  quar- 
toAy  oommunioation,  or  Grand  Lodge,  or  any  lodge  whatsoevi^r ; 
and  of  being  rendered  incapable  of  bearing  any  office  in  the  Crafr/* 
But  the  Grand  Lodge  regularly  yiokted  the  law,  by  publishing  an 
aoconnt  of  its  own  transactions. 

•  Martin  Clare  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  fifom  Grand 
8.  W.,  in  1741,  rose  to  be  Deputy  Grand  Master;  and  he  composed. 
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was  spent  in  singing  and  decent  merriment."^  This 

Sropensity  pervaded  all  the  lodges  in  a  greater  or  less 
egree.  The  usual  penalty  for  a  breach  of  the  by-laws 
was  a  bottle  of  wine  to  be  consumed  on  the  spot ; "  and 
it  was  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  to  expend  the  wbok 
fee  on  a  night  of  initiation  in  a  supper  anc^ine ;  although 
on  such  occasions  the  lodge  ought  to  have  been  clothed^ 
or,  in  other  words,  furnished  vnth  new  aprons  and  gloves* 
And  it  may  be  here  remarked,  that  none  but  grand  officers 
were  allowed  to  wear  blue  ribbons  or  aprons.  The  Master 
and  Wardens  of  a  private  lodge  had  the  privilege  of  lining 
their  white  aprons  with  silk  of  the  same  colour,  and  all 
the  officers  were  ordered  to  wear  their  jewels  suspended 
from  white  ribbons.^  A  ban  vivant  was  in  high  request ; 
and  if  any  brother  had  a  friend  who  possessed  a  large 
portion  of  vivacity  and  humour,  was  capable  of  singing 
a  good  song,  or  celebrated  for  his  fund  of  anecdote  and 
pun,^  he  was  sure  to  be  invited  to  join  the  society,  even 

or  compiled,  a  lecture  for  the  use  of  the  lodges  in  the  First  Degree. 
Other  lectures  besides  Martin  Clare's  were  in  use,  for  there  was  no 
uniformity  in  the  London  system  at  that  period.  The  Grand  Ix>dge 
at  York  was  more  particular. 

'  The  conyiyiality  of  our  jovial  forefathers  was  of  rather  a  boisterous 
character;  and  the  brethren  of  that  day  frequently  introduced  into 
their  ceremonies  a  great  deal  of  extrinsic  matter,  which,  being  some- 
what obstreperous,  the  cowan  heard,  but  could  not  comprehend.  This 
gave  rise  to  many  absurd  conjectures,  and  confirmed  old  prejudice-^, 
which  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  enumerate  in  this  place. 

'  By  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Of  Makings,"  Art.  4,  it  was 
provided  that  "  Every  new  brother,  at  his  entry,  is  decently  to  clotho 
the  lodge,  that  ist  all  the  brethren  present ;  and*td  deposit  somethinp: 
for  the  relief  of  indigent  and  decayed  brethren,  as  the  candidate  shall 
think  fit  to  bestow,  over  and  above  the  small  aUowance  that  may  be 
stated  in  the  by-laws  of  that  particular  lodge.*^ 

'  The  dress  of  an  Englisn  Master  Mason  was  unassuming.  It 
oonsisted  simply  of  white  stockings,  gloves,  and  aprons. — While  the 
foreign  lodges  were  remarkable  tor  the  splendour  and  elegance  of 
their  decorations.  Thus,  at  their  public  festivals  no  expense  was 
spared ;  their  halls  were  furnished  in  the  most  superb  taste,  and  hung 
round  with  the  richest  tapestry.  The  places  set  apart  for  the  recep- 
tion of  Masons  were  covered  With  crimson  velvet,  and  the  Master's 
ohair  was  enriched  witii  embroidery  and  gold.  Their  aprons  were 
richly  embroidered,  and  decorated  witii  gold  and  silver  fringe  and 
bullion;  and  some  of  them  were  beant^illy  embellished  with  the 
yarious  insignia  of  the  Order,  and  other  masonic  emblems. 

'  Punning  was  a  species  of  wit  which  was -much  afiected  in  these 
times,  and  kept  up  the  conviviality  of  the  lodges.  Dr.  Birch,  Chan- 
cellor of  Worcester,  highly  approved  of  i^  because  it  promoted 


8 


INTRODUCTORY  OISSBRTATION 


if  he  were  ^tuitously  initiated,  in  the  hope  that  he 
would  contribute  his  talents  to  the  amusement  of  the 
brethren.^^  It  was  an  error  of  these  times  that  the 
brethren  were  not  sufficiently  guarded  respecting  admis- 
sions; a  practice  which  served  to  bring  Masonry  into 
disrepute,  as  well  as  to  create  a  burden  on  its  fund  of 
beneVolence.^^  And  the  circumstance  of  the  grand  festi- 
vals being  frequently  celebrated  at  a  tavern  called  The 
Devil,"  gave  rise  to  many  frivolous  and  absurd  sugges- 
tions, not  very  creditable  to  the  Order;  because  the 
same  place  was  notorious  for  the  orgies  of  another  society 
of  profligate  persons,  who  had  assumed  the  revolting  name 
of  The  Hell-fire  Club,"  and  attracted  public  attention 
more  particularly,  because  its  members  were  men  of 
i*ank;  and  here,  it  is  said,  the  celebrated  John  Wilkes 
spent  his  evenings  in  convivial  amusements.^  These 

ffood-humourin  society.  It  was  sometimes  used  in  the  pulpit;  and, 
Srom  the  specimens  which  have  descended  to  our  times,  the  attempts 
at  this  kind  of  wit  were  of  a  very  dull  character. 

Thus,  in  an  old  minute-book  of  the  Witham  Lodge  at  Linoob, 
under  date  of  Jan.  2, 1732,  we  find  the  following  proposition :  Brotiier 
Every  recommended  Mr.  Stephen  Harrison,  of  the  Close  of  Lincoln, 
music-master,  as  a  proper  .person  to  be  a  member  of  .this  society, 
and  proposed  to  give  a  g^nea  towards  the  charges  of  hhn  admission. 
Sir  Cecil  Wray  proposed  to  give  another  guinea ;  Sir  Christopher 
Hales,  half-a-gmnea ;  to  which  Sir  Cecil  Wray  added  another  gumea. 
— And  in  regard  Mr,  Harrison  might  be  useful  and  entertaining 
to  the  society^  the  lodge  agreed  to  admit  him  for  the  said  sum  of 
£3. 13*.  6<£." 

We  have  the  evidence  of  Brodier  Smith,  who  lived  about  die 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  that  there  were  in  London  a  great 
number  of  indigent  and  unworthy  Masons ;  which,  he  says,  is  owing 
to  the  very  liSie  attention  paid  to  candidates  for  initiation.  The 
major  part  of  lodges  rarely  enquire  into  the  character  of  the  person 
proposed ;  if  he  can  but  pay  tna  two  guineas  for  his  reception,  that 
18  all  that  is  required,  or  even  thought  of.  These  are  tiie  set  of  men 
(for  Masons  they  cannot  be  called)  who  almost  immediately,  or  iis 
soon  as  the  laws  of  the  fund  of  charity  will  permit,  become  a  perpetual 
burden  to  the  Society." 

i>  The  inooBvenienoe  of  meeting  at  taverns  appears  to  have  been 
keenly  felt  by  the  brethren  of  that  period ;  and,  therefore,  amongst 
the  argumento  for  creating  a  fund  (a.d.  1768)  to  be  applied  to  uie 
bidlding  of  a  Masonic  HaU  for  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  we 
find  the  following :  Besides,  our  meeting  at  the  houses  of  puUicans 
gives  us  tiie  air  of  a  bacchanalian  society,  instead  of  that  appearance 
of  gravity  and  wisdom  which  our  Order  justly  requires.  How  pro- 
perly might  it  be  remarked  on  such  conduct,  that  as  almost  all  the 
oompames  that  resort  with  so  much  formalily  to  the  dty  hallsv  have 
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practiGes  were  not  calculated  to  produce  a  high  opinion 
of  the  Craft  amongst  those  who  were  disposed  to  think 
iinfavourably  of  its  claims  to  public  estimation. 

It  is  clear  from  all  these  facts,  that  the  Mason-lodge 
was  considered  as  an  arena  for  the  practice  of  convi- 
viality. And  this  opinion  would  be  increased  by  the 
consideration,  that  the  celebrated  John  James  Heidegger 
was  the  Arbiter  Ehmntiarum  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
provided  the  festival  dinners.^*  The  world  saw  nothing 
beyond  it,  except  in  the  annual  processions  of  Grand 
Lodge,  which  were  made  first  on  foot,  and  afterwards, 
most  absurdly,  in  carriages,  with  three  separate  bands  of 
music.  This  attempt  at  display  excited  the  envy  of 
other  clubs,  which  expended  itself  in  satirical  attacks 
from  the  press  and  the  print-shop.  Thus,  on  the  27th 
of  April,  1742,  the  grand  festival  was  celebrated  at 
Haberdashers'-hall,  previously  to  which,  the  Earl  of 
Moreton,**  G.  M.,  with  Martin  Clare,  his  deputy,  and 
other  grand  officers,  the  stewards,  and  a  great  number 
of  other  brethren,  waited  on  Lord  Ward,  the  Grand 

in  view  chiefly  feasting  and  jollity ;  so  Masons  assemble  with  an  air 
of  festivity  at  taverns,  to  perform  the  serious  duties  of  their  profes- 
sion, under  the  regulations  of  morality  and  philosophy.  Such  conduct 
in  the  eyes  of  every  thinking  man,  must  appear  ridiculous  and 
absurd." 

"  John  James  Heideeger  was  a  Swiss,  who  long  figured  in  Eng- 
land as  the  manager  of  public  amusements.  Ho  went  through  a 
variety  of  singular  adventures  before  he  arrived  at  this  high  station. 
But  he  hcul  sufficient  talent  to  retain  it  through  a  life  extended  to 
ninety  years.  The  nobility  caressed  him  so  much,  and  had  such  an 
opinion  of  his  taste,  that  all  splendid  and  elegant  entertainments 
given  upon  particular  occasions,  and  all  private  assemblies  by  sub- 
CK^ption,  were  submitted  to  his  direction. — From  the  emoluments  of 
these  employments,  he  gained  a  considerable  income,  amounting,  it 
is  said,  to  £5000  a-year,  which  he  expended  with  much  liberality. 

^*  It  may  be  needless  to  say  that  many  of  the  nobility  were  en- 
rolled amount  the  fraternity.  We  have  not  only  the  evidence  of 
this  fact  in  lue  Book  of  Constitutions,  in  Matthew  fiirkhead's  song, 
(which  Smith  erroneously  attributes  to  Dean  Swift),  but  collateral^ 
in  an  ancient  manuscript  in  the  British  Museum,  written  in  the  four- 
teenth century,  which  has  been  recently  published  by  J.  0.  Halli- 
well,  Esq.,  F.  B.  S.  This  document  affords  a  testimony  to  tiie  same 
£aot  at  every  period  of  th«  Art  from  the  time  of  Athelstan.  It 
flays— 

old  tyne  wtyteii  r«  lynde* 
That  th«  prentes  scbalde  be  ofcentjl  kjade 
And  go  ramtyme  gret«  loidjg  biod 
Tftke  thys  gemetij  that  j%  fal  good. 
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Master  elect,  at  his  house  in  Upper  Brook-etreet,  and 
after  being  entertained  b^  him  at  breakficist,  made  the 
procession  from  thence  in  carriages,  and*  with  three 
bands  of  music  playing  before  them,  to  the  aforesaid  hall. 

In  ridicule  oi  this  procession,  a  print  was  published, 
entitled,  a  Geometrical  View  of  the  Grand  JProcessioD 
of  Scald  Miserable  Masons,  designed  as  they  were  drawn 
up  over  against  Somerset-house,  in  the  Strand,  on  the 
27th  of  April,  1742."  This  was  followed,  some  time 
afterwards,  by  a  broad-sheet,  headed  with  a  wood-cat, 
representing  a  procession  of  pseudo-Masons,  some  being 
mounted  on  asses,  and  others  in  carts  and  coaches  drawn 
by  the  same  animals;  all  wearing  the  Masonic  insignia, 
and  attended  by  three  bands  of  music.^   It  was  called 

The  solemn  and  stately  procession  of  the  Scald  Mise* 
rable  Masons."^*  Ahderson  thus  notices  the  circum- 
stance :  "  Some  unfaithful  brethren,  disappointed  in  their 
expectations  of  the  high  offices  and  honours  of  the  society, 
had  joined  a  number  of  the  buffoons  of  the  day,  in  a 
scheme  to  exhibit  a  mockery  of  the  public  procession  to 
the  grand  feast.    This,  as  may  welt  be  supposed,  fiir- 

These  were  the  instruments.  Four  cows*  horns ;  six  hotteotot 
hautbois ;  four  tea-oanisters  with  broken  glass  in  them ;  four  ehords 
and  brushes;  two  double-bass  dripping  pans;  a  tenor  tiying-pan;  a 
salt  boz  in  delasol;  and  a  pair  of  tubs. 

The  letter-press  is  too  extensive  to  introduce  here ;  bat  it  may 
be  interesting  to  subjoin  an  extract  from  the  Remonstrance  of  tin 
Ri^t  Worshipful  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Scald  Miserable  Masons. 

Whereas,  by  our  manifesto  some  time  past,  dated  from  our  lodge 
in  Brick-street,  we  did,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  vindicate  the 
ancient  rights  and  privileges  of  this  society,  and,  by  inoontertafale 
arguments,  evince  our  superior  dignity  and  seniority  to  all  other  in- 
stitntions,  whether  Grand-Yolg,  Gregorians,  Huriothrpmbiwns,  Ufai- 
quarians,  Hiccubites,  Lumber  Troopers,  or  Freemasons ;  yet,  never- 
tneless,  a  few  persons,  under  the  last  denomination,  still  arroeate  to 
themselves  the  usurped  titles  of  Most  Ancient  and  Honoiir«a)le,  in 
open  violation  of  truth  and  justice ;  stiU  endeavour  to  impose  their 
&\ae  mysteries  (for  a  premium)  on  the  credulous  and  unwary,  under 
pretence  of  being  part  of  our  brotherhood ;  and  stiU  are  determined, 
with  drums,  trumpets,  gilt  chariots,  and  other  unconstitutional  finery, 
to  cast  a  reflection  on  lae  primitive  simplicity,  and  decent  economy, 
of  our  ancient  and  annual  preregrination :  We,  therefore,  think 
proper,  in  justification  of  ourselves,  publickly  to  disclaim  all  relation 
or  alliance  whatsoever,  with  the  said  society  of  Freemas<Mis,  as  the 
same  must  manifestiy  tend  to  the  saorifioe  of  our  dignity,  the  im- 
peachment of  our  understanding,  and  the  disgrace  of  oar  acAeam 
mysteries,**  dec. 
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nished  mirth  to  the  gaping  crowd,  and  diflffost  to  the 
fraternity;  who,  wisely  recollecting  themselves,  deter- 
mined in  future  to  confine  their  operations  within  the 
limits  of  their  own  assembly and  the  public  proces- 
sions of  the  society  were  discontinued  by  an  order  of 
Grand  Lodge. 

And  these  were  not  the  only  attacks  upon  the  sup- 
posed bibulous  propensities  of  the  Masonic  fraternity .^^ 
The  great  moral  painter  of  the  age  introduced  the  sub- 
ject into  one  of  his  great  pictures— Nioht — ^which  is 
thus  explained  by  Ireland :  "  The  wounded  Freemason, 
who,  in  zeal  of  brotherly  love,  has  drank  bumpers  to  the 
Craft  till  unable  to  find  his  way  home,  is  under  the 
guidance  of  a  waiter.  The  Salisbury  flying  coach  is 
overset  and  broken  by  passing  through  a  bonfire.  The 
butcher,  and  little  fellow,  who  are  assisting  the  passen- 
gers, are  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  One  of  them  has 
u  mop^^  in  bis  hand ;  the  pail  is  out  of  sight."  Hogarth 
ridiculed  the  Masons  in  another  picture,  which  he  styled, 
**  The  mystery  of  Masonry  brought  to  light  by  the  Gor- 
magons." 

Freemasonry,  however,  was  too  noble  in  its  nature 
and  design  to  oe  afiected  by  these  impotent  attacks.  It 
steadily  progressed  to  the  middle  of  the  century,  when 
a  grevious  schism  arose  which  created  much  confusion 
amongst  the  fraternity.  It  originated  put  of  the  anomaly 
of  two  Grand  Lodges ;  one  at  York,  which  was  styled, 
"The  Grand  Lodge  of  all  England and  the  other  in 
London,  which  more  modestly  called  itself,  "  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  England."  Before  the  year  1717,  warrants 
were  unknown.  Any  number  of  Masons  within  a  dis- 
trict, provided  they  were  sufficiently  numerous  to  open  a 
lodge  according  to  ancient  usage,  were  competent  to 

The  foDowing  law  is  fband  amongst  the  old  legulations  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Caernarvon,  G.  M.,  December  4,  1755.  It  was 
unanimously  agreed,  that  no  brother,  for  the  future,  shall  smoke  to- 
bacco ii)  the  Qrand  Lodge,  at  the  Quarterly  communication,  or  com- 
mittee of  charity,  till  the  lodge  shall  be  closed.** 

^e  origin  of  **the  mop"  may  be  ascribed  to  the  Masonic  per- 
secution in  Germany,  in  the  early  part  of  the  century,  when  several 
eminent  Masons  associated  themselves  together  to  preserve  the  Order 
from  dissolution.  They  were  called  Mopses,  from  the  German  word 
fMpSy  which  signified  a  young  mastiff,  and  was  deemed  a  proper  em- 
blem o(  the  mutual  fidelity  and  attachment  of  the  brethren. 
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meet,  and  perform  all  the  functions  of  Masonry  without 
any  public  sanction.  But  when  the  desire  of  initiation 
became  universally  prevalent,  a  Grand  Lodge  was  formed 
in  London — ^the  quarterly  communications  were  revived, 
and  a  code  of  laws- was  agreed  on  for  the  government  of 
the  fraternity.  Fon;  several  years  after  the  above  date, 
the  two  Grand  Lodges  acted  under  their  own  respective 
powers.  But,  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  London  increased 
m  rank  and  respectability,  that  at  York  declined,  aod 
ultimately  ceased  to  assemble.  Unfortunately,  when  the 
schism  bad  made  some  process,  the  London  Grand 
Lodge  proceeded  to  extremities;  and,  after  expelling 
some  of  the  prominent  members,  endeavoured  to  nev* 
tralize  its  effects  by  a  slight  alteration  in  the  tests  of  the 
two  First  Degrees.  This  measure  succeeded  in  exclud- 
ing the  schismatics  from  the  regular  lodges ;  but  it  gave 
rise  to  a  distinction  which  vexed  Freemasonry  for  nearly 
a  centiiry,  before  the  wound  was  healed.^^ 

About  this  time,  viz.,  in  1738,  several  patents  were 
issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  for  introducing 
Masonry  amongst  the  continental  nations ;  and  it  flour- 
ished there  with  various  degrees  of  success.  In  Protest- 
ant countries  it  rapidly  progressed,  and  was  so  highly 
prized,  that  initiation  could  only  be  jprocured  by  the  pay- 
ment of  exorbitant  fees;^  while  m  Roman  CathoUc 

"  A  great  oatcry  was  made  against  this  trivial  alteration,  wbieh 
was  merely  adopted  as  a  temporary  mark  of  distinction  to  prevent 
the  seceders  from  visiting  the  regular  lodges.  It  was  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference ;  and  was  thus  explained  in  an  address  to  the 
Duke  of  Athol :  **  I  would  beg  leave  to  ask,  whether  two  persons 
standing  in  the  Guildhall  of  London,  the  one  fiadng  the  statues  (d 
Gog  and  Magog,  and  the  other  with  his  back  turned  on  them,  could, 
with  any  degree  of  propriety,  quarrel  about  their  situation ;  as  Gog 
must  be  on  the  right  of  one,  and  Mago^  on  the  right  of  the  other. 
Such,  then,  and  far  more  insignificant,  is  the  disputatious  temper  of 
the  seceding  brethren,  that  on  no  better  grounds  than  the  above,  tbej 
choose  to  usurp  a  power,  and  to  act  in  open  and  direct  violation  of 
the  regulations  they  had  solemnly  engaged  to  maintain,  and,  by  every 
artifice  possible  to  be  devised,  endeavoured  to  increase  Iheir  num- 
bers." 

In  Prussia,  it  was  ordained  that  every  member  should  pay  25 
riz-dollars  (£4.  Ss.)  for  the  First  Degree ;  50  riz-doUars  on  his  beinff 
passed  to  the  Second  Degree ;  and  100  riz-dollars  on  his  being  raised 
to  the  degree  of  a  Master  Mti£on ;  amounting,  together  witih  a  few 
subsidiary  payments,  to  £90  in  the  whole.  From  a  German  book, 
published  by  authority  is  1777,  it  appears  that  the  Kiog  of  Prussia 
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countries  it  was  prohibited  and  discountenanced,  and 
could  only  be  practised  in  secret.^  This  persecution 
abroad,  as  well  as  the  schism  in  our  own  country,  proved, 
in  their  effects,  favourable  to  the  progressive  increase  of 
Freemasonry.  A  spirit  of  inquiry  was  engendered, 
which  led  to  one  uniform  result :  tbe  dissemination  of 
the  science.  Animated  by  this  feeling,  men  became 
active  partisans  in  a  cause  which  apathy  might  have 
induced  them  to  abandon,  if  no  such  stimuli  had  existed. 
In  1748,  public  attention  was  called  to  Freemasonry 


octavo  pages,  which  was  published  at  Frankfort,  entitled^ 
(Bin  brief  tionbem  btrmljmttn  $errn  $errn  laljann 
Cockt,  betrefftnir  bit  ire^  illattreren.  So  anf  tinem 
0cl)ritb-'Si0ci)  tinea  titrstorbntn  Brnbtra  ist  gtfanbtn 

was  termed  the  Protector  of  Masons ;  Ferdinand,  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, Grand  Master ;  his  most  Serene  Highness  Frederick  Angastus, 
Prince  of  Brunswick  and  Lu^nburgh,  Provinci^  Grand  Master ;  his 
most  Serene  Highness  Prince  Maximilian  Julius  Leopold,  of  Bruns- 
wick, Deputy  Provincial  Grand  Master ;  his  most  Serene  Highness 
Prince  Charles,  Landgrave  of  Hesse-cassel,  Provincial  .  Grand 
Master  in  Denmark ;  his  Bojal  Highness  Charles  Christian  Joseph, 
Duke  of  Courland,  Protector  of  Masons  in  Courland,  &c.  From 
these  appointments,  the  estimation  in  which  Freemasonry  was  held 
in  the  northern  nations  of  Europe  may  be  easily  conjectured. 

In  the  year  1738,  a  formidable  bull  was  thundered  from  the  Con- 
clave, not  only  against  Freemasons  then^selves,  but  against  all  those 
^ho  promoted  or  favoured  their  cause ;  who  gave  them  the  smallest 
countenance  or  advice,  or  who  were,  in  any  respect,  connected  with  a 
set  of  men  who,  in  the  opinion  of  his  Hohness,  were  enemies  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  state,  and  hostile  to  the  spiritual  interest  of  souls. 
This  bull  was  followed  by  an  edict,  dated  i4th  January,  1739,  con- 
taining sentiments  equally  bigoted  and  enactments  equally  severe. 
The  servitude  of  the  gaUies,  the  tortures  of  the  rack,  and  a  fine  of 
1000  crowns  in  gold,  were  threatened  to  persons  of  every  description 
who  were  daring  enough  to  breathe  the  infectious  air  of  a  masonic 
assembly.  It  was  under  the  provisions  of  this  bull  that  poor  Coustos 
was  immured  and  tortured  by  the  inquisition,  at  Lisbon.  And,  strange 
to  tell,  the  fraternity  is  proscribed  in  the  Peninsula  even  at  the  pres- 
ent day.  In  a  work  quoted  b^  Mr.  Young,  the  writer  says,  "  I  heard 
a  noted  preacher,  at  a  festival,  at  Santerem,  preach  a  sermon,  in 
which  he  made  use  of  man^  curious  expressions.  The  following  I 
distinctly  heard.  This  pohtical  priest  said,  that  he  would  grasp  the 
sword  till  his  nails  should  grow  through  the  palm  of  his  hand,  to 
deliver  the  earth  from  the  Freemasons :  a  set  oi  men,  who  had  hair 
growing  upon  Uieir  hearts  since  their  souls  had  left  them }  that  to  kill 
a  Freemason  was  an  act  of  charity  to  God."  (Monthly  Mag.,  1829, 


as  a  science,  in  a  small 


^hlet  consisting  of  twelve 


p.  46.) 
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IDOrbtn.^  This  famous  manuscript  possesses  the  reputa- 
tion of  haying  converted  the  learned  Locke,  who  was 
initiated  after  carefully  perusing  and  analysing  it.  Before 
any  faith  can  be  placed  on  this  inyaluable  document,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  say  a  word  respecting  its  authen- 
ticity. I  admit  that  there  is  some  degree  of  mystery 
about  it,  and  doubts  haye  been  entertsdned  whether  it  be 
not  a  forgery.    We  haye  the  strongest  presumptive 

f)roofs  that  it  was  in  existence  about  the  middle  of  the 
ast  century,  because  the  utmost  publicity  was  given  to 
it,  and  as  at  that  time  Freemasonry  was  beginning  to 
excite  a  considerable  share  of  public  attention,  the 
deception,  had  it  been  such,  would  have  been  publicly 
exposed  by  its  opponents. 

But  no  attempt  was  ever  made  to  invalidate  its  claim 
to  be  a  genuine  document.  It  was  first  published  at 
Frankfprt,  in  1748,  and  appeared  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine"  in  1753,  whence  it  found  its  vvray  into  "Heame's 
Life  of  Leland."  It  was  printed  a.  d.  1769,  with  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke's  name  attached,  in  an  octavo  vol.  on 
Freemasonry,  by  Wellins  Calcott,  dedicated  to  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort.  In  1775,  Hutchinson  introduced  it  into  his 
"  Spirit  of  Masonry,"  which  contains  the  imprimature  of 
Lord  Petre,  the  Grand  Master,  and  the  sanction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  In  1784,  it  was  embodied  in  the  "  History 
and  Constitutions  of  Masonry,"  printed  officially  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England.  It  appears  in  Dermott's 
"  Ahiman  Rezon,"  and  in  the  fifteen  editions  of  "  Pres- 
ton's Illustrations." 

Being  thus  universally  diffiised,  had  it  been  a  suspected 
document,  its  exposure  would  certainly  have  been  at- 
tempted ;  particularly  about  the  close  of  the  last  century, 
when  the  progress  of  Masonry  was  sensibly  checked  by 
the  publication  of  wori^  which  charged  it  with  being 
the  depository  of  principles  fatal  alike  to  the  peace  and 
religion  of  civil  society ;  and,  if  a  forgery,  it  would  have 
been  unable  to  have  endured  the  test  of  a  critical  exam- 
ination. But  no  such  attempt  was  made,  and  the  pre- 
sumption therefore  is,  that  the  document  is  authentic. 

A  letter  of  the  famoos  Mr.  John  Locke,  relating  to  FreemasDoiyi 
found  in  the  desk  or  scrutoire  of  a  deceased  brother.  A  copy  of  thu 
pamphlet  is  inserted  at  the  end  af  the  present  work. 
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I  should  be  mclined  to  pronounce,  from  internal  evi- 
dence only,  that  the  letter  and  annotations  were  written 
by  Locke ;  but  there  are  corroborating  facts  which  appear 
conclusive,  for  this  great  philosopher  was  actually  Resid- 
ing at  Oates,  the  country  seat  of  Sir  Francis  Masham,  at 
the  time  when  the  paper  is  dated,  and  shortly  afterwards 
he  went  up  to  town,  where  he  was  initiated  into  Masonry. 
These  facts  are  fully  proved  by  Locke's  letters  to  mr. 
Molyneux,  dated  March  30,  and  July  2,  1696.  For  these 
reasons  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  genuineness  and 
authenticity  of  this  valuable  manuscript. 

This  publication  led  the  way  to  several  others ;  for  the 
fraternity  began  to  discover  that  the  more  Freemasonry 
was  known  the  better  it  was  respected,  and  the  more 
rapidly  its  benefits  were  promulgated.  A  sermon  was 
preached  in  St.  John's  church  at  Gloucester  in  1752, 
which  follows  up  the  principles  of  Dr.  Anderson's  "  De- 
fence," and  appears  to  have  produced  a  considerable 
sensation  amongst  the  brethren.  It  is  a  talented  produc- 
tion, and  enters  on  the  question  of  Freemasonry,  or  its 
substitute,  amongst  those  who  had  abandoned  the  true 
worship  of  Grod.  The  contents  of  this  sermon  are  a 
decisive  evidence  that  a  knowledge  of  the  genuine  princi- 
ples of  Masonry  was  entertained  by  a  select  few ;  and  it 
appears  to  form  a  pivot  on  which  the  subsequent  publi- 
cations turn.  The  eagerness  of  the  brethren  for  masonic 
information  at  this  period  may  be  gathered  from  the  iact 
that  the  "  Freemason's  Pocket  Companion,"  though  a 
mere  transcript  from  "Anderson's  Constitutions,"  reached 
a  third  edition  in  1764.    Five  years  afterwards  Calcott 

Sublished  his  "Candid  Disquisitions  on  the  Practices  and 
rinciples  of  Masonry,"  wluch  was  dedicated  to  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  patronized  by 
upwards  of  a  thousand  subscribers.  This  was  the  first 
printed  efibrt  at  illustrating  the  science  to  any  extent ; 
and  from  its  success  the  Grand  -Lodge  became  sensible 
that  incalculable  benefits  would  arise  from  the  practice 
of  instilling  into  the  brethren  at  large,  by  means  of 
authorized  publications,  a  taste  for  the  morality  and 
science  of  Freemasonry."   And  hence,  in  1774,  the 


"  The  sdenoe  was  bo  highly  esteemed  on  the  continent  at  tfali 
period,  that  Coimt  T  ooold  say  to  his  ion,  when  congratulating 
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application  of  Brother  Hutchinson  for  leave  to  publish 
a  series  of  lectures  on  the  nature  and  principles  of  the 
science,  to  be  called  "The  Spirit  of  Masonry,"  wai 
answered  by  a  direct  sanction  to  the  scheme. 

The  work  was  received  with  enthusiasm,  as  the  only 
n^asoDic  publication  of  real  value  then  in  existence.  It 
was  the  first  efficient  attempt  to  explain,  in  a  rational 
and  scicDtific  manner,  the  true  philosophy  of  the  Order. 
Dr.  Anderson  and  the  writer  of  the  GHoucester  sermon 
indicated  the  existence  of  the  mine, — Calcott  opened  it, 
and  Hutchinson  worked  it.  In  this  book  he  gives  to  the 
science  its  proper  value.  After  explaining  his  design,  he 
enters  copiously  on  the  rites,  ceremonies,  and  institutions 
of  ancient  nations.  Then  he  dilates  on  the  lodge,  with 
its  ornaments,  furniture,  and  iewels;  the  building  of 
the  temple;  geometry;  and  aiter  explaining  the  third 
degree  with  a  minuteness  which  is  highly  gratifying,  he 
expatiates  on  secresy,  charity,  and  brotherly  love ;  and 
sets  at  rest  all  the  vague  conjectures  of  cowans  and  un- 
believers, by  a  description  of  the  occupations  of  Masons, 
and  a  piasterly  defence  of  our  peculiar  rites  and  ceremo- 
nies. It  is  truly  termed  "  The  Spirit  of  Masonry,"  for  it 
is  replete  with  an  interest  which  applies  to  all  time; 
and  must  have  been  of  incalculable  value  at  a  period 
when  Masonry  was  a  sealed  book,  and  no  knowledge 
could  be  acquired  but  by  oral  communication.  The 
opportunities,  even  of  this  mode  of  acquiring  informa- 
tion, occurred  at  very  remote  and  uncertain  periods ;  for 
the  researches  of  the  philosophical  Mason  were  obstructed 
by  the  almost  universal  practice  of  conviviality  and 
indulgence  which  characterized  the  lodges  generally; 
and  which  a  masonic  writer  of  the  day  candidly  confesses 
were  the  chief  purposes  of  our  association.^ 

him  on  his  initiation,  The  obligations  which  influence^  the  fint 
Brutui?  and  Manlius  to  sacrifice  their  children  to  the  loye  of  their 
country,  are  not  more  sacred  than  those  which  bind  me  to  suppoft 
the  honour  and  reputation  of  this  venerable  Order." 

Lawrence  Dermott,  who  wrote  the  "  Ahiman  Rezon,*'  says,  that 
at  the  time  I  have  been  speaking  of  above,  It  was  thooeht  expe- 
dient to  abolish  the  old  custom  of  studying  geometry  in  the  lodge; 
and  some  of  the  young  brethren  made  it  appear,  that  a  good  knife 
and  fork  in  the  hands  of  a  dexterous  brother,  over  proper  materials, 
would  give  greater  satisfaction,  and  add  more  to  the  conviviality  of 
the  lodge,  than  the  best  scale  and  compasses  in  Europe.    There  was 
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Under  theoe  circumstances,  Hutchinson  stood  forward 
to  vindicate  the  Craft  from  the  unfounded  aspersions 
which  had  been  preferred  against  it,  by  a  candid  disqui- 
sition on  our  lodge  pursuits.  And  his  labours  are  of 
such  general  utili^,  that  there  are  few  masonic  works 
which  exceed  his  book  in  interest.  It  is  true,  the  author 
has  fallen  into  a  few  errors,  but  this  could  not  be  avoid- 
ed. Masonic  knowledge  was  imperfect,  and  one  of  the 
earliest  attempts  at  improvement,  though  accomplishing 
much,  must  necessarily  be,  in  some  respects,  defective. 
The  work  effected  a  revolution  in  Masonry,  which  soon 
produced  visible  fruits.  Freemasons'  Hall,  in  Great 
Queen  Street,  was  erected  in  the  following  year,  when 
the  celebrated  oration  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Dodd,  Grand  Chaplain.^  The  book  was  transmitted  to 
our  eastern  dependencies,  and  the  eldest  son  of  the  Na- 
bob of  the  Carnatic  was  initiated  in  1776.  At  the  Grand 
Lodge,  in  February,  1778,  it  was  ordered  that  in  consi- 
deration of  the  flourishing  state  of  the  society,  the  ele- 
gance of  the  new  hall,  and  in  order  to  render  the  appear- 
ance of  the  assembly  adequate  to  the  structure  in  which 
all  the  public  meetings  of  Masonry  are  hereafter  to  be 
held,  a  robe  of  distinction  shall  be  worn  in  the  Grand 

another  old  custom  that  gave  umbrage  to  the  young  architects; 
which  was,  the  wearing  of  aprons,  which  made  the  gentlemen  look 
like  so  many  mechanics.  Therefore  it  was  proposed  that  no  brother, 
for  the  future,  should  wear  an  apron.  This  proposal  was  objected  to 
hj  the  oldest  members,  who  declared  that  the  aprons  were  the  only 
signs  of  Masonry  then  remaining  amongst  them^and  for  that  reason 
they  would  keep  and  wear  them." 

^  Every  part  of  this  oration  is  replete  with  the  fervour  of  masonic 
seal.  I  subjoin  a  passage  selected  at  random,  as  a  specimen.  Ma- 
sonry must  and  will  always  keep  pace,  and  run  parallel  with  the 
cultore  and  civilization  of  mankind.  Nay,  we  ma^  pronounce  with 
stzict  tmtht  that  where  Masonry  is  not,  civilisation  will  never  be 
found.  And  so,  in  fact,  it  appears ;  for  in  savage  countries  and  bar- 
barous chmes,  where  Operative  Masonry  never  lays  the  line,  nor 
stretohes  the  compass;  where  sldlfol  architecture  never  plans  the 
dome*  nor  rears  the  well-ordered  column ;  on  those  benighted  reahns 
HberaJ  science  never  smiles,  nor  does  inppenious  art  exalt»  refine,  em- 
bellish, and  soften  the  mind.*'  I  am  sneved  as  a  Mason,  to  add,  Hiat 
Giicnmstanoes  should  have  rendered  the  following  entry  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  books  for  the  year  1777,  respecting  this  highly  talented  indi- 
vidual, necessary  On  a  representation  that  the  Kev.  W.  Dodd« 
LL.D.,  Grand  Chaplain,  had  been  convicted  of  forgery,  and  was 
confixifid  in  Newgate,  he  was  unanimously  expelled  by  the  society.'* 
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Lodge  for  the  future,  by  the  Grand  Master  and  his  officers, 
to  be  provided  at  their  own  expense,  and  that  past  grand 
officers  should  be  at  liberty  to  wear  a  robe  in  like  man- 
ner, if  they  think  proper.*  The  sterlinff  value  of  Hutch- 
inson's work  cannot  be  better  evidenced  than  by  the  fad 
that  it  passed  through  several  editions ;  that  Smith,  who 
wrote  in  1778,  adopted  his  theories,  and  made  copious 
extracts  from  the  book  itself;  that  Dr.  Ashe,  who  wrote 
in  1814,  did  the  same ;  and  that  it  still  retains  its  value 
in  these  times  of  superior  knowledge  and  research. 

Such  was  the  state  of  Masonry  when  this  publication 
appeared.  But  to  complete  the  view,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  offer  a  few  observations  on  its  technical  arrange- 
ment. My  opinions  on  the  general  system  are  well 
known,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  defend  the  extreme 
antiquity  of  its  rites,  legends,  and  doctrines,  as  they  are 
practised  at  the  present  time.  I  have  some  doubts 
whether  the  master's  degree,  as  now  given,  can  be  traced 
three  centuries  backwards;  although  the  legend  itself, 
differently  modified,  is  of  undoubted  antiquity.^  It  will, 
indeed,  be  admitted  that  there  are  many  obstacles  to  sur- 
mount in  demonstrating  the  existence  of  any  series  of 
facts,  when  the  transmission  has  been  exclusively  oral, 
and  the  time  extends  more  than  half  a  century  beyond 
human  memory.  Lawrence  Dermott  expressly  asserts 
that  a  new  modification  of  ceremonies  tooK  place  at  the 
revival  of  Masonry  in  1717  ;^  but  as  his  book  was  wiit- 

«  Noortih.  Const,  f .  327. 

^  There  is  a  tradition  in  one  of  onr  degrees,  that  duimg  ^ebofld- 
ing  of  King  Solomon's  Temple,  the  Master  Mason's  degree  being  in 
abeyance,  the  king  ordered  twelve  fellow-crafts  to  go  to  a  oextBSi 
place,  and  watch  ror  the  rising  of  the  sun ;  promising  that  he 
first  saw  it,  should  be  the  third  master  mason,  and  that  one  of  them 
succeeded  bv  turning  his  back  to  the  east,  and  discovering  the  eaifi- 
est  beams  of  the  sun  on  the  western  hiUs. 

^  His  words  are :  About  the  year  1717,  some  joyous  companioits. 
who  had  passed  the  degree  of  a.craffc,  though  very  rusty,  resolved  to 
form  a  lodge  for  themselves,  in  order,  by  conversation,  to  reooOect 
what  had  been  formerly  dictated  to  them ;  or  if  that  should  be  found 
impracticable,  to  substitute  something  new,  which  might  for  tiie 
future  pass  for  Masonry  amongst  themselves.  At  this  meeting  tin 
question  was  asked,  whether  any  person  in  the  assembly  knew  tbc 
master's  part ;  and  being  answered  in  the  negative,  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  deficiency  ahotud  he  made  up  with  a  new  composition^  and 
what  fragments  of  the  old  order  could  be  found  amongst  them  shosld 
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ten  for  a  party  purpose,  his  testimony  is  to  be  distrusted. 
It  is  evident  that  there  was,  in  ancient  times,  a  mas* 
tor's  degree^  and  Dermott  accordingly  asserts  that  it 
was  exclusively  retained  and  perpetuated  by  the  Athol 
Masons.  Tet  notwithstanding  Dermott's  unqualified 
assertion  that  *Hhey  differed  exceedingly  in  makings, 
ceremonies,  knowledge,  masonic  language,  and  instol- 
lation,''  it  was  found  at  the  union  in  1811,  that  the  two 
systems  assimilated  in  every  important  particular,  which 
is  a  proof  that  no  material  innovation  had  been  made  in 
either.  This  constitutes  a  sufficient  authority  for  the 
existence  of  the  master's  ceremonial  in  the  17th  cen- 
tury. 

It  should  appear,  however,  that  great  irregularities 
existed  amongst  Masons  at  this  period.  Men  who  had 
been  expelled  the  society  for  misdemeanours,  opened 

be  immediately  refonned,  and  made  more  pliable  to  the  humonrs  of 
the  people."  It  will  be  observed  that  by  "the  master's  part,*'  was 
meant  uie  catechism  of  the  third  degree. 

"  There  is  one  instdated  f&ct  which  affords  a  presamptive  evidence 
that  the  legend  of  the  third  degree  was  used  by  the  masons  who  built 
our  cathedral  and  collegiate  churches  in  the  llth  and  12th  oentniies. 
In  almost  all  these  ma^ificent  specimens  of  architectural  taste,  is  a 
mnttlated  tradition,  which  is  thus  retailed  by  the  cicerone  in  Lincoln 
Cathedral.  It  will  be  observed  that  at  each  end  of  the  great  transept, 
is  a  splendid  rose  window.  One  of  them,  it  is  said,  was  executed  by 
the  master  mason  himself,  and  that  he  exercised  the  utmost  ingenuity 
upon  it,  that  it  might  remain  an  immortal  monument  of  his  superior 
taste  and  genius.  When  it  was  completed,  he  was  called  away  to  a 
distant  part  of  the  country ;  and  dunng  his  absence,  one  of  the  ap- 
prentices filled  up  the  corresponding  window  with  the  fragments  >of 
the  broken  glass  which  his  master  had  cast  aside ;  and  he  disposed 
tliem  wilh  such  admirable  effect,  that  when  the  master  returned,  and 
8aw  that  the  superior  talent  of  the  apprentice  had  eclipsed  his  own 
performance,  and  neutralised  his  cloun  to  superior  excellence;  in 
despair  he  cast  himself  from  the  scaffold,  and  was  dashed  in  pieces 
on  the  stones  below.  This  destruction  of  the  master  by  the  appren- 
tice, may  have  a  reference  to  some  secret  legend  existing  amongst 
the  masons  who  constructed  these  edifices ;  for  it  could  have  no  rela- 
tion to  facts ;  because  the  same  occurrence  could  scarcely  have  hap- 
pened in  every  cathedral  that  was  built  in  this  or  any  other  country, 
which  retuns  a  similar  tradition.  In  the  present  instance,  history  is 
at  variance  with  the  fact,  for  Richard  de  Stow  was  the  master  mason 
at  the  building  of  the  great  transept,  and  he  died  a  natmral  deaih. 
Hie  tradition  must  therefore  be  sought  elsewhere;  and  it  is  not 
improbable  but  it  may  be  traced  to  the  le^^d  of  the  third  degree, 
which  was  indicated  by  a  word  which  signified,  **the  builder  is 
^mitten.'* 
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lodges  without  authority,  and  initiated  parsons  into  the 
Order  for  small  and  unworthy  considerations,  which 
brought  Masonry  into  disrepute.  In  1740,  three  of  the 
Grand  Stewards  were  admonished  for  being  present  and 
assisting  at  these  irregular  meetings.^  And  it  was  deter- 
mined in  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Crauford, 
G.  M.,  That  no  extraneous  brother,  that  is,  not  regu- 
larly made,  but  clandestinely,  nor  any  assisting  at  such 
irregular  makings,  shall  be  ever  qualified  to  partake  of 
the  Masons'  genial  charity."^  This  clearly  shows  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  as  it  was  then  constituted,  was  unable  to 
suppress  these  illegal  practices,  or  they  would  have 
adopted  more  stringent  measures  to  prevent  them. 

If  I  am  not  prepared  to  defend  the  extreme  antiquity  of 
our  present  arrangement  of  the  three  degrees,^  much  less 

Several  lodges  were  stniok  out  of  the  list  for  not  attending  the 
quarterly  oommtinioalionB.  Between  the  years  1742  and  1748,  up- 
wards of  forty  were  thus  expunged. 

Even  the  Athol  Masons,  against  whom  the  above  censures  and 
distjualifications  were  partly  directed,  complain  of  the  same  irreeo- 
hizities.  The  AMman  Rezon  has  the  following  observation  on  vh 
practice : — Men  excluded  from  their  lodges  for  transgressing  the 
general  laws ;  who,  being  deemed  unworthy  of  so  noble  a  sodely, 
endeavour  to  make  the  rest  of  mankind  believe  that  they  are  good 
and  true,  and  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  FreemascHis, 
when  and  where  they  please.  These  traders,  thou^  but  few  in 
number,  associate  together,  and,  for  any  mean  consideration,  admit 
any  person  to  what  little  they  know  of  the  Craft  Some  of  these  ex- 
cluded men  can  ndther  read  nor  write ;  and  surely  a  person  win 
cannot  write  his  name,  can  have  no  pretence  to  suppose  himself 
qualified  to  become  a  member  of  our  Order.'*    (Edit  1813;  p.  24.) 

-^^  There  is  an  old  Masonic  tradition  which,  if  correct,  proves  the 
existence  of  Speculative  Masonry  in  tiie  16th  century: — '^Qaeen 
Elizabeth  hearing  the  Masons  had  certain  secrets  that  could  not  be 
revealed  to  her,  (for  that  she  could  not  be  Grand  Master,)  and  h&as 
jealous  of  all  secret  assemblies,  &c.,  she  sent  an  armed  force  to  breu 
up  their  annual  Grand  Lodge  at  York,  on  St  John's  Day,  27th  of 
December,  1561.  Sir  Thomas  Sackvilie,  then  Grand  Master,  instead 
of  bein^  dismayed  at  such  an  unexpected  visit,  gallantly  told  the 
officers  wat  nothing  could  give  him  greater  pleasure  than  seeing  then 
in  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  it  would  give  him  an  opportunity  of  convinc- 
ing them  that  Freemasonry  was  the  most  useful  system  tnat  was  ever 
founded  on  divine  and  moral  laws.  The  consequence  of  his  argn- 
mmits  Were,  that  he  made  the  chief  men  Freemasons ;  who,  on  their 
return,  made  an  honourable  report  to  the  Queen,  so  that  she  never 
more  attempted  to  dislodge  or  disturb  them,  but  esteemed  them  as  a 
peculiar  sort  of  men,  that  cultivated  peace  and  friendship,  arts  and 
sciences,  without  meddling  in  the  aftairs  of  church  and  state." 
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can  I  undertake  to  trace  the  ori^n  of  those  subsidiary 
degrees  known  by  the  names  of  Ark,  Mark,  Link,  Wres- 
tle, Babylonish  Pass,  Intendant,  Noachites,  Sublime 
Scotch  Masonry,  Excellents,**  Prussian  Blue,  the  vari- 
ous Elected,  Architectural,  Priestly,  and  Crucial  degrees, 
red,  white,  and  black,  the  Knightly  Orders,  and  Mediter- 
ranean Pass,  the  Kadosh,  Provost  and  Judge,  Black 
Mark,  Order  of  Death,  Perfection,  and  innumerable 
others,^  which  have  been  constructed  in  comparatively 
recent  times,  for  the  purpose,  probably,  of  formmgacbain 
of  connection  which  may  gradually  transmit  Freemasonry 
from  its  commencement  amongst  the  patriarchs  and  Jews 
to  its  pwfect  completion  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  establishment  of  his  religion.^ 

The  Athol  Masons  had  a  regulation  to  the  following  effect : — 
That  a  general  uniformity  of  the  practice  and  ceremonies  of  the 
ancient  Craft  may  be  preserved  and  handed  down  nnchanged  to  pos- 
terity, the  lodges  in  London  and  Westminster  shall  be  required  to 
recommend  a  brother  from  each  lod^,  who  must  be  a  Master  or  Past 
Master,  and  otherwise  well  skilled  m  the  Craft,  to  be  put  m  nomina- 
tion at  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  October  of  each  year,  to  be  elected  one 
of  the  fdne  ExceULenU  Masters,  who  are  allowed  to  visit  the  lodges ; 
and,  should  occasion  require,  they  are  to  report  thereon  to  the  Grand 
Chapter,  or  the  right  worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master,  who  will  act 
as  he  shall  deem  necessary.*' 

"  What  connection  the  Hurlothrumbians,  Ubiquarians,  Hiccubitest 
Gormagons,  and  others  mentioned  in  a  previous  page,  might  have 
with  Masonry,  I  am  not  prepared  to  state.  Pritchard,  an  expelled 
member,  who  wrote  in  1730,  says,  **From  the  Aco^ted  Masons 
8prang  the  real  Masons ;  from  both  sprang  the  Gormagons,  whose 
Grand  Master,  the  Volgi,  deduces  his  onginal  from  the  Chinese ; 
whose  writings,  if  to  b«  credited,  maintained  the  hypothesis  of  the 
Pre- Adamites,  and  consequently  most  be  more  antique  than  Masonry. 
The  most  free  and  open  society  is  that  of  the  Grand  Kaihebcr, 
which  consists  of  a  select  company  of  responsible  people,  whose 
chief  discourse  i»  concerning  trade  and  business,  and  promoting  mu- 
tual friendship." 

It  is  probable  that  many  of  die  subsidiary  degrees  were  instituted 
in  France  about  the  latter  end  of  the  17th,  or  the  beginning  of  the 
18th  century;  because  at  this  time  Freemasonry  assumed,  amongst 
OUT  oontineivtal  neighbours,  a  very  remark^le  form.  The  attach- 
ment of  that  people,"  says  Laurie,  **to  innovation  and  external 
finery,  produced  the  most  unwarrantable  alterations  upon  the  princi- 
ples and  ceremonies  of  the  Order.  A  number  of  new  degrees  lOere 
created,  and  the  office-bearers  of  the  Craft  were  arrayed  in  tho  most 
splendid  and  costly  attire."  The  French  Grand  Lodge  consisted  of 
the  following  officers,  who  were  all  of  the  nobility,  and  their  dresses 
and  decorations  are  described  as  being  extremely  magnificent  and  rich* 
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The  above  degrees  were  little  known  at  the  tinie  when 
our  author  flourished,  if  the  printed  works  of  the  period 


formed.^  These  publications  were  intended  for  tiie 
information  gf  the  Craft ;  and  as  the  authors  have  made 
no  secret  of  a  certain  series  of  moral  disquisitions,  founded 
on  the  rites  and  symbols  of  the  Order,  and  have  copiously 
illustrated  their  subject,  it  may  be  fairly  conjectured  that 
those  points  which  have  been  left  untouched  formed  no 
part  01  the  system  as  it  then  existed. 

The  lectures  of  Masonry  contain  a  series'  of  moral 
aphorisms  and  illustrative  remarks,  in  which  beauty  and 
usefulness  are  judiciously  combiofid*  They  are  easy  of 
attainment,  ana  a  very  little  attention  to  their  delivery 
will  suffice  to  make  every  intelligent  brother  acquaintai 
with  them.  The  catechetical  form  has  been  adopted  for 
this  very  purpose ;  and  the  consecutive  points  have  been 
made  to  introduce  each  other  in  a  natural  and  graceful 
order.  It  is  to  be  presumed,  therefore,  that  as  the  above 
writers  could  not  be  ignorant  of  any  part  of  the  lectures, 
they  have  honestly  illustrated  every  portion  of  them 
which  were  rehearsed  at  the  ordinary  lodge  meetings. 

The  intelligent  brother  will  discover  and  regret  the 
omission,  in  the  following  work,  of  many  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  Craft;  and  especially  those  sublime 
particulars  in  the  third  lecture,  which  explain  the  taber- 
nacle of  Moses  and  its  furniture.  There  is  no  reference 
to  the  cherubim,  the  ark,  and  mercy-seat,  masonic  num- 

Grand  master,  administrator-general,  grand  oonsenrator,  representa- 
tiye  of  the  grand  master,  senior  grand  warden,  junior  grand  warden, 
grand  orator,  grand  secsretaiy,  grand  treasurer,  senior  giand  expevt, 
junior  grand  expert,  grand  seal  keeper,  grand  record  keeper,  grand 
architect,  grand  master  of  the  ceremonies,  grand  introdnotor,  grand 
ho^italler,  and  grand  almoner. 

*•  Qreat  innovations  were  attempted  in  Germany  about  the  mid- 
dle of  this  century,  by  the  introdnction  of  principles  and  cononts 
quite  new  in  Masonry.  The  propagators  of  these  novelties  first 
appeared  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  most  of  them  being  neces- 
sitous persons,  they,  in  a  manner,  subsisted  upon  tiie  spbUs  of  their 
deluded  adherents.  They  pretended  to  a  superior  knowledge  in  the 
science  of  Masonry,  and  took  upon  themselves  the  •  appe&tion  of 
^  The  Beform  of  the  North,*'  under  which  name  the  assemhted  fcv 
some  time;  but  at  last  their  principles  were  inquired  iirto  byth^ 
brethren,  and  as  they  were  found  to  be  inconsistent  with  true  and 
good  Masonry,  they  fell  to  the  ground. 


which  a  correct  opinion  may  be 
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ber  and  other  important  matters,  which  form  a  part  of 
the  ritual  that  hath  been  delivered  to  us,  in  what  are 
called,  "  The  Old  York  Lectures;"  and  their  omission  by 
our  intelligent  author,  makes  it  doubtful  whether  they 
be  not  recent  additions. 

It  is  also  surprising  that  the  author  has  omitted  all 
reference  to  the  two  great  masonic  transactions  in  the 
life  of  Abraham,  which  are  so  prominently  recorded  in 
our  lectures,  particularly  as  they  form  mdispensable 


which  we  illustrate  the  difference  between  bond  and  free ; 
and  his  grand  offering,  the  latter  forming  an  essential  part 
of  his  own  system,  which  veiy  properly  assimilates  Free- 
masonry with  Christianity;  and  the  offering  of  Isaae 
being  one  of  the  most  striking  types  of  the  Crucifixion 
which  the  sacred  writings  contain.*' 

The  work  before  us  contains  scarcely  any  vestige  of  a 
reference  to  the  Royal  Arch.  This  is  rather  remarkable, 
because  in  a  general  work  on  Masonry,  a  judicious  expla- 
nation of  certain  particulars  in  this  degree,  is  essential  to 

I  may  also  here  express  my  regret  that  the  clause  in  the  first 
section  of  the  E.  A.  P.  Lecture,  which  contains  an  explanation  of  the 
origin  of  bond  and  free  amongst  us,  although  most  important  to  Free- 
masonry, has  been  entirely  suppressed  m  the  last  revision  of  the 
If^ctures  by  Dr.  Hemming.  But'  happily  the  masters  of  lodges  are 
at  fiberty  to  pursue  their  own  sytem  of  lecturing,  provided  the  ancient 
land-marks  are  preserved  (see  the  quarterly  communication  for  De- 
cember, 1819) ;  and  therefore,  I  hope  still  to  see  so  much  of  the 
system  restored  as  may  serve  to  render  our  illustrations  perfect  and 
complete.  To  show  the  value  of  this  clause,  it  may  not  be  nnimport- 
ant  to  remark,  that  it  instructs  us  in  the  requisites  to  form  the 
character  of  a  Mason — ^the  historical  fact  is  recorded  which  conferred 
on  the  order  the  honourable  title  of  "Free  and  Accepted;" — the 
universal  bond  of  brotherhood  is  illustrated  and  explained; — ^the 
principal  links  in  the  masonic  chain  are  specified,  includmg  the  trades 
of  rank  by  which  civil  society  is  cemented  and  held  toge&er ;  kin^, 
senators,  wise  and  skilful  artists,  men  of  inferior  talents  and  attcun- 
ments,  in  the  humbler  classes  of  society.  And  it  truly  asserts,  that 
all  are  eoually  brothers  while  they  continue  virtuous,  because  virtue  is 
true  nobility,  d:;c.  And  thus  it  is  that  all  Masons  are  equal,  not  merely 
by  their  creation,  as  children  of  a  common  parent,  but  more  par- 
ticularly by  the  strength  of  their  obligation.  The  clause  also  includes 
another  historical  fact,  of  great  importance,  to  demonstrate  and  ex- 
plain why  it  is  necessary  tb^t  a  candidate  for  Masonry  should  be  able 
to  declare  that  he  is  tiie  son  of  a  free- woman.  This  privilege,  as 
Masons,  as  Christians,  as  subjects  of  a  State  whose  institutions  are 
£ree  and  beneficent,  we  may  at  all  times  refer  to  with  honest  pride  and 
perfect  satisfaction. 


mean  his  festival,  by 
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a  right  understaading  of  the  whole  syBtem*  There  ean 
be  no  doubt  but  it  was  practised  when  Hutchinson 
wrote ;  but  bs  it  appears  that  Masons  usually  received  the 
Third  degree  in  (±rand  Lod^,  so  also  the  Koyid  Ardi 
miffht  be  confined,  at  that  tune,  to  its  members  only; 
and,  perhaps^  to  a  few  privileged  brethren  of  rank  or 
superior  talent;  and,  therefore,  not  accessible  to  the 
brethren  of  distant  lodges.^  Or  it  may  be  that  brother 
Hutchinson's  design  was  to  confine  his  disquisitions  to 
Craft  Masonry  only;  and,  therefore,  he  purposely  omitted 
any  reference  to  other  parts  of  the  system.  This  con- 
jecture is,  however,  rather  doubtful,  from  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  work,  to  which  I  am  about 
to  allude.  The  want  of  evidence  in  all  these  matters  is 
a  necessary  consequence  of  the  secret  design  of  the  Order, 
and  its  transmission  solely  by  oral  communication. 

The  military  degrees  appear  to  have  been  much  more 
prevalent,  for  most  of  the  writers  of  these  times  have 
freely  expatiated  upon  them.®  Hutchinson  does  not  term 
them  "The  Knightly  Order,"  but  the  "Higher  Order," 
and  thinks  the  institution  had  its  origin  in  Scotland.  Id 
this  respect  he  follows  the  example  of  the  continental 
Masons,  who  term  it,  "Du  rit  ficossais  ancien  acoepte." 
It  has  thirty-three  degrees,  some  of  which  are,  I  fear, 
political.  And  there  is  at  Paris  a  Grand  Commandery  of 

^  When  Hutohinson  pablifihed  his  fifth  edition,  in  1796,  thexe  were 
only  fibFtj-five  ohapters  under  the  constitution  of  England,  many  of 
which  were  in  forei^  parts.  The  patrons  of  the  Arch  at  this  period 
were,  His  Royal  Hi^lmess  the  Duke  of  Cumberland ;  His  Most  Se- 
rene Highness,  Fer£nand  Duke  of  Brunswick;  His  Most  Serene 
Highness,  Charles  Duke  of  Meoklenbui^  Strelitz,  Germany.  A  pro- 
yinoial  superintendant  was  appointed  tor  the  southern  counties  of 
England,  and  another  for  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Cheshire,  and  South 
Wales.    Few  chapters  existed  in  other  provinces. 

The  Aihol  Masons  repudiated  the  idea  of  introducing  into  a 
Craft-lodge  any  appearance  of  warlike  weapons.  They  condemned, 
a&d  I  think  justly,  the  practice  of  displaying  a  drawn  sword  in  open 
lodge.  Thus  Dennett  says,  There  is  now  in  Wapping  a  large  piece 
of  Bcrolework,  ornamented  with  foliage,  painted  and  gilt,  the  whole  at 
an  incxedible  expense,  and  placed  before  the  master's  chair,  with  a 
ffigantio  sword  nzed  therein,  during  the  communication  of  the  mem- 
bers ;  a  thing  contrary  to  all  the  private  and  public  rules  of  Masoniy, 
all  implements  of  war  and  bloodshed  being  confined  to  the  lodge-door, 
from  &e  day  that  the  flaming  sword  was  placed  in  the  east  end  of  the 
Gkffden  of  Eden,  to  the  day  that  the  sagacious  modem  placed  his 
grand  sword  of  state  in  the  midst  of  his  lodge.*' 
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the  Order.^  It  is  ta  be  presumed,  however,  that  Mason- 
ry, as  it  was  practised  in  the  middle  of  the  16th  century, 
was  principally  confined  to  the  three  degrees ;  and  few 
were  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason, 
until  they  had  been  elected  to  tiie  chair  of  a  lodge. 

The  master's  degree,  in  ancient  times,  was  not  con- 
ferred indiscriminately,  as  it  is  now.  By  the  old  charges 
it  was  only  necessary  that  a  brother  should  be  a  Fellow 
Cr^  to  be  eUffible  to  the  office  of  Warden  or  Master; 
and  even  this  degree  qualified  a  noble  brother  for  the 
Grand  Mastership  of  England.^   Indeed,  no  one  was 

*^  Their  symbol  is,  three  triangles  conjoined,  producing  nine  points 
within  a  oirole.  I  have  before  me  a  yery  interesting  account  of  a 
jgrand  festiral  of  the  Order,  holden  on  the  2drd  Jan.,  1836 ;  the  Baron 
Freteau  de  Peny,  Pair  de  France,  Lieut.  Grand  Commander,  on  the 
Throne.  It  commences  as  follows:  la  gloire  du  G  A  .*.  de 
I'Umyers,  au  nom  et  sous  les  auspices  du  Supreme  Conseil,  pour  la 
France,  des  T  T  T  .-.  Ill .-.  et  T T T  P  PP  S  S  S  G  G  G 
II I  G  G  G  .*.  du  33*  et  dernier  degr^  du  rit  ^cossais  ancien 
accepts  S  S  .%  S  L'lU  .*.  Grande  Loge  centrale  de  France 
reguiierement  convoqu^e  au  nombre  de  cinquante  membres,  s'est 
r^unie  sous  le  point  g§ometrique  correspondant  du  48"  50'  14*,  lati- 
tude nord,  et  o  longitude  du  meridien  de  Paris,  dans  nn  lieu  trSs 
eclair^,  trds  r§gulier,  et  trds  fort,  asile  du  mystdre,  de  la  y^rite,  et  do 
Tunion  fratemelle,  sous  la  youte  celeste  du  zenith,  lo  5*  jour  de  la 
lune  de  Schebath,  11  •  mois  de  Tan  de  la  V  .•.  Lmn  .•.  5836  (23  Jau- 
yier,  1836).  L'objet  de  la  reunion  6tait  la  calibration  de  la  f4te, 
d'ordre  du  solstice  d*hiyer,  h  laquelle,  par  decision  de  la  commission 
administratiyc  du  20  Dicembre  dernier,  se  trouyait  riunie  une  com- 
memoration, fdnlbre  en  I'honneur  des  T  .%  Ill  F  F  .*.  G^ndral  La- 
fayette, S6tier,  marichal  Due  de  Tr^yise,  membre  du  Sup  .*.  Cons  .*. 
de  France,  et  Don  Castro  Aly^s,  membre  du  Sup  Cons  .*.  de  Tem- 
pire  du  Brisil.    Le  temple  est  richement  d6core, 

It  is  thouffht,  howeyer,  by  some  brethren,  that  eyen  a^r  the 
third  degree  had  been  conferred,  the  brother  was  still  called  a  Fellow 
Craft,  until  he  had  actually  passed  the  chair ;  and  then  his  name  was 
changed  from  Lewis  or  Louftyn,  to  Cassia.  The  Ashmole  papers 
seem  to  render  this  doubtful.  That  eminent  brother,  in  his  diary, 
says,  "  I  was  made  a  Freemason  at  Warrington,  Lancashire,  with 
Colonel  Henry  Mainwaring,  of  Kertiiingfaam,  in  Cheshire,  by  Mr. 
Bichard  Penket,  the  Warden,  and  the  Feuinti  Crafts,  Oct  16th,  1646.*' 
And  again,  "  On  March  the  10th,  1682,  about  5  hor.  post  mer.,  I 
reoeiyed  a  summons  to  appear  at  a  lodge  to  be  held  the  next  day  at 
Masons'  Hall,  in  London,  March  11 ;  accordingly  I  went,  and  about 
noon,  was  adioiitted  into  tiie  fellowship  of  Freemasons ;  Sir  WiUiam 
Wilson,  Kn^ht ;  Captain  Eichard  Borthwick ;  Mr.  William  Wood- 
man ;  Mr.  WiUiam  Grey ;  Mr.  Samuel  Taylour ;  and  Mr.  William 
Wise.  I  was  the  Senior  Fellow  among  them,  it  being  thirty-fiye 
years  since  I  was  admitted ;  there  were  present,  besides  myself,  the 
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called  a  Master  Mason  till  he  had  become  the  master  of 
his  lodge.^  In  the  18th  century,  a  Fellow  Craft,  or  even 
an  E.A.Pm  was  allowed  to  oner  his  opinion  in  Grand 
Lodge,  and  consequently  possessed  a  vote.^  And  the 
old  constitutions  provided,  that  all  motions  made  in 
Q-rand  Lodge  should  be  submitted  to  the  perusal  even  ^ 
the  youngest  Apprentice;  the  approbation  and  consent  of 
the  majority  of'  all  the  brethren  present  being  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  the  same  binding  and  obUgatoiy.  And 
any  one,  above  the  degree  of  an  E.A.P.,  was  capable  of 
representing  the  Master  or  Wardens  in  Grand  Liodge,  in 
their  absence,  provided  he  attended  with  the  proper 
jewel  of  office.**  It  appears,  therefore,  that  a  brother 
might  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  the  Craft,  without  being 
a  Master  Mason,  provided  he  had  served  with  freedom, 
fervency,  and  zeal — the  symbols  of  which,  at  this  period, 
were  chalk,  charcoal,  and  earthen  pan.  Again,  at  the 
constitution  of  a  new  lodge,  it  was  ordered  that,  ^*the 
lodge  being  opened,  the  new  Master  and  Wardens  bein^ 
yet  amongst  the  Fellow  Crafts the  Grand  Master  shaS 
ask  his  deputy  whether  he  has  examined  them,"  &c. 

Thus  our  brethren  of  the  eighteenth  century  seldom 
advanced  beyond  the  first  degree.  Few  were  passed,  and 
fewer  still  were  raised  from  their  "mossy  bed."  The 
Master's  degree  appears  to  have  been  much  less  com- 

FeUows  after  named,  Mr.  Thomas  Wise,  Master  of  the  Masons'  Com- 
pany this  present  year;  Mr.  Thomas  Shorthose,  &c.  We  all  dined 
at  UkQ  Half  Moon  Tavern  in  Cheapside,  at  a  noble  dinner  prepared  al 
the  charge  of  the  new  Accepted  Masons." 

Thus  in  the  old  charges,  a  N.  B.  appended  to  iy. — Of  Masters, 
Wardens,  Fellows,  and  Apprentices ;  iniorms  us  that  In  ancient 
times  no  brother,  howeyer  skilled  in  the  Craft,  was  called  a  Master 
Mason  imtil  he  had  been  elected  into  the  chair  of  a  lodge." 

In  the  old  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  was  pioyided 
that,  The  Grand  Master  shall  allow  any  Brother,  a  Fellow  Craft,  or 
Entered  Prentice,  to  speak,  directing  his  discourse  to  his  worship  in 
the  chair ;  or  to  make  any  motion  for  the  good  of  the  firatemity,  wfaidi 
shall  be  either  immediately  considered,  or  else  referred  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  their  next  conunnnication,  stated  or 
oocasionaL" 

Camaryan,  G.  M.,  'Art  8.  If  an  officer  cannot  attend,  he  may 
send  a  brother  of  that  lodge  (but  not  a  mere  E.  A.  P.)  with  hia  jewel, 
to  supply  his  room,  and  support  the  honour  of  his  lodge." 

*^  It  may  be  here  obseryed,  that  eyery  Fellow  Craft  was  considered 
to  be  master  of  his  work. 
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prehensive  than  at  present.^  And  for  some  years  after 
the  reyival  of  Masonry,  the  third  degree  was  unapproach* 
able  to  those  who  lived  at  a  distance  from  London;  for. 

This  is  a  forbidden  snliject,  on  whidh  I  dare  not  enlarge ;  and 
therefore,  it  is  impossible  to  state  particulars.  I  may,  however, 
remark,  that  **The  Masters'  Part,"  as  it  was  called,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  third  lecture,  consisted  only  of  teven  questions,  with  very 
brief  replies,  ezdnsiYe  of  the  lodge  examination  on  the  principal 
points,  which  have  the  same  reference  as  our  present  third  degree, 
but  shorn  of  all  their  beauty.  Yet  I  cannot  help  exjyreaeme  a  wish 
liiat  some  of  the  ceremonies  were  still  further  simplined.  They  are 
too  complicated  to  produce  a  chaste  and  striking  effect.  I  may,  in 
this  place,  be  allowed  to  qtiote  a  passage  from  The  Defence  of 
Masonry,  1731,"  by  Dr.  Anderson,  the  author  of  "The  History  and 
Constitutions  of  Masonry," — "The  accident,"  says  he,  "by  which 
the  body  of  Master  Hiram  was  found  after  his  death,  seems  to  allude, 
in  some  circumstances,  to  a  beautiful  passage  in  the  sixth  book  of 
Yirsil.  Anchises  had  been  dead  for  some  tune,  and  Eneas,  his  son, 
professed  so  much  duty  to  his  departed  father,  that  he  consulted  with 
the  Gumadan  svbil  whether  it  were  possible  for  him  to  descend  into 
the  shades  below,  in  order  to  speak  with  him.  The  prophetess 
encouraged  him  to  go ;  but  told  hnn  he  could  not  succeed,  unless  ho 
went  into  a  certain  place,  and  plucked  a  golden  bough  or  shrub,  which 
he  should  carry  in  his  hand,  and  by  tiiat  means  obtain  directions 
where  ho  should  find  his  father.  Anchi.scs,  the  great  preserver  of  tho 
Trojan  name,  could  not  have  been  disc^uvored  but  by  the  help  of  a 
hough,  which  was  plucked  with  great  oose  from  the  tree ;  nor,  it 
seems,  could  Hiram,  the  Grand  Master  of  Masonry,  have  been  found, 
but  by  the  direction  of  a  shrub,  which  came  easily  up.  The  principal 
cause  of  £neas*s  descent  into  the  shades  was  to  mquire  of  his  father 
the  secrets  of  the  fates  which  should  some  time  be  ndfilled  among  his 
posterity.  The  occltsion  of  the  brethren's  searching  so  diligentiy  for 
their  l^aster  was,  it  seems,  to  receive  from  him  the  secret  Word  of 
Masonry,  which  should  be  delivered  down,  as  a  test,  to  their  £ratemity 
of  after  ages.*  This  remcurkable  verse  follows 

*  Pmtereft  Jaeet  ezanixuun  tibi  corpiu  amid, 
B«a  nMcla  I ' 

The  body  of  your  friend  lies  new  yon  deadi 
Alas,  you  know  not  how  I 

This  person  was  Misenns,  that  was  murdered  and  buried,  numte  sub  at" 
rio,  under  a  high  hill,  as  Master  Hiram  was.  But  there  is  another  story 
in  Virgil,  that  stands  in  a  nearer  relation  to  the  case  of  Hiram,  and  the 
accident  by  which  he  is  said  to  have  been  discovered,  which  is  this : — 
Priamus,  long  of  Troy,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Trojan  war,  committed 
his  son,  Polydoms,  to  the  care  <»  Polymnestor,  king  of  Thraoe,  and 
sent  with  him  a  great  sum  of  money ;  but,  after  Troy  was  taken,  the 
Thracian,  for  the  sake  of  the  money,  killed  the  young  prince,  and 
privately  buried  him.  £neas,  coming  into  that  country,  and  acci- 
dentally plucking  up  a  shrub  that  was  near  him,  on  the  side  of  a  hill, 
disQOvered  the  murdered  body  of  Polydoms." 
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by  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lod^e,  Art.  X.,  it  was  ordered 
that  Apprentices  must  be  admitted  Fellow  Crafts,  and 
Masters  only  here  (in  Grand  Lodge),  unless  by  a  dispens- 
ation from  the  Grand  Master."  And  accordingly,  in  1731, 
his  Royal  Highness  Francis  Dake  of  Lorrain,  afterward 
Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  and  Emperor  of  Germany,  was 
made  an  Entered  Apprentice  and  Fellow-Craft,  at  the 
Hague,  by  virtue  of  a  deputation  for  a  lodge  there,  consist- 
ing of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Desaffuliers,  Master,  John  Stanhojpe, 
Esq.,  and  John  Holtzendorfl^  ^^^v  Wardens,  and  other 
brethren.  But  he  came  over  to  England  that  he  might 
be  raised  to  the  third  degree  by  the  Grand  Master  him- 
self. And  although  this  provision  was  subsequently  found 
inconvenient  and  rescinded,  yet,  even  so  recently  as  the 
year  1783,  on  the  question  of  the  hall-fund,  it  was  resolved 
^^That  every  lodge  which  has  already  subscribed,  or  shall 
hereafter  subscribe,  the  like  sum  of  £26  to  the  hall-fund, 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  one  of  its  members, 
being  a  Master  Mason^  to  every  future  Grand  Lodge, 
beside  the  Master  and  Wardens,  as  representatives  of 
the  lodge,  until  the  money  advanced  is  repaid.  Bta  as 
some  brethren  who  have  not  arrived  to  the  degree  of*  Master 
Masons  may  subscribe  to  this  fund,  all  such  subscribers 
shall  be  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  when  they 
become  Master  Masons."  It  should  appear,  therefore, 
that  the  third  degree  had  not  yet  come  into  the  general 
use  which  it  now  obtains.  Indeed  Smith,  who  wrote  his 
"  Use  and  Abuse  of  Masonry,"  in  1778,  expressly  asserts 
that,  **  no  private  lodge,  at  this  time,  had  the  power  of 
passing  or  raising  Mpsons;  nor  could  any  brother  be 
advanced  to  either  of  these  degrees  but  in  the  Grand 
Lodge,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  brethren 
in  communication  assembled." 

This  concise  view  of  the  state  of  Masonry  in  the  18th 
century,  will,  it  is  hoped,  form  an  useful  appendage  to 
the  perusal  of  the  following  work.  In  introducing  a  new 
edition  to  the  masonic  world,  I  have  found  it  necessary 
to  account  for  some  omissions,  and  to  explain  a  few  varie- 
ties which  might  have  been  incomprehensible  to  the 
Masons  of  the  present  day.  For  though  Masonry  is 
unchanged  and  unchangeable,  ^et,  as  a  standing  law  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  agreed  to  at  its  revival,  provides  that 

every  annual  Grand  Lodge  has  an  inherent  power  and 
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anthoiitv  to  make  new  regulations,  or  to  alter  these,  for 
the  real  benefit  of  this  andent  fraternity,  provided  always 
that  the  old  landmarks  be  carefully  preserved,"  certain 
variations  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  introduced  into 
the  lectures  and  mode  of  working  f  which,  though  un- 
important as  respects  the  general  system,  have  created  a 
diversity  in  the  minuter  details,  to  meet  the  gradual 
improvements  which  ingenious  men  have  efiected  in  the 
arts  and  sciences,^  The  revision  of  the  Lectures  by 
Wright,  Shadbolt,  Henmiing,  and  others,  under  the  above 
authority,  has  had  only  a  partial  operation,  and  while 
their  version  has  been  received  by  a  portion  of  the  fra- 
ternity,* others,  residing  at  a  distance  nrom  the  metropo- 

Dr.  Anderson  saTS,  that  in  hi£i  time,  '*the  system,  as  taught  in 
the  regular  lodges,  may  have  some  redmidandes  or  defects,  occasioned 
by  the  indolence  or  ignorance  ef  the  old  members.  And,  indeed,  con- 
sidering through  what  obscurity  and  darkness  the  mysteiy  has  been 
deliyered  down ;  tiie  many  centuries  it  has  survived ;  the  many  coun- 
tries, and  languages,  and  sects,  and  parties  it  has  run  through,  we 
are  rather  to  wonder  it  ever  arrived  to  the  present  age  without  more 
imperfections.  In  short,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  Masonry,  as  it  is 
now  explained,  has  in  some  circumstances  declined  from  its  original 
]purity.  It  has  run  long  in  muddy  streams,  and,  as  it  were,  under 
ground ;  but  notwithstanding  the  great  rust  it  may  have  contracted, 
and  the  forbidding  light  it  is  placed  in  by  its  enemies,  there  is  (if  I 
judge  ri^ht)  much  of  the  old  fabric  still  remaining;  the  foundation  is 
still  entire — the  essential  pillars  of  the  building  may  be  discovered 
through  the  rubbish,  though  the  superstructure  may  be  overrun  with 
moss  and  ivy,  and  the  stones,  by  length  of  time,  disjointed.  And, 
therefore,  as  the  busto  of  an  old  hero  is  of  great  vcJue  among  tho 
curious,  though  it  has  lost  an  eye,  the  nose,  or  the  right  hand,^  so 
Masonryt  with  all  its  blemishes  and  misfortunes,  instead  of  appearing 
ridiculous,  ought  (in  my  humble  opinion)  to  be  received  with  some 
candour  and  esteem,  from  a  veneration  to  its  antiquity." 

The  reason  assigned  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  Union,  for  such 
alterations  is,  '^That  there  may  be  the  most  perfect  unity  of  obliga- 
tion, of  discipline,  of  working  tibe  lodges,  of  making,  passing,  and 
raising;  instructing  and  cbthing  brothers;  so  that  but  one  pure, 
unsulhed  system,  according  to  uie  ^nuine  landmarks,  laws,  and 
traditions  of  the  Craft  shall  be  mamtained,  upheld,  and  practised 
throughout  the  Masonic  world."    (Art.  of  Union,  3.) 

£i  a  Dutch  work,  quoted  in  the  Freemasons'  Quarterly  Re- 
view"  for  the  present  year,  I  find  the  following  passage:  "Some 
time  before  the  total  destruction  of  the  order  of  the  Tem^ars,  a  oer- 
,  tain  junior  prior  of  Mont&ucon,  called  Carolus  de  Monte  Carmel,  was 
murdered  by  three  traitors,  whereby  it  is  thought  that  the  first  death- 
blow was  struck  at  tiie  Order;  from  the  events  which  accompanied 
and  followed  this  murder,  some  are  of  opinion  that  the  mystical  and 
ritual  part  of  a  great  portion  of  Freemasonry  is  derived ;  for  the  prior 
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lis,  still  retain  the  old  system ;  and  thns  a  perfect  uni- 
formity has  not  been  Successfully  accomplished.^  Under 
such  circumstances,  these  preliminary  remarks  will  not 
be  without  their  use ;  and  I  refer  their  c<msideration  to 
the  candid  judgment  of  the  fraternity  at  large. 

THE  EDITOR. 

was  mnrdered  by  three  traitors,  and  by  this  murder  an  irreparable 
loss  was  inflicted  on  the  Order.  The  murderers  of  Charles  de  Monto 
Carmel  concealed  his  body  under  the  earth,  and  in  order  to  mark  the 

Xt,  planted  a  young  thorn-tree  upon  it.  The  knights  of  the  tern- 
^  i  in  searching  for  the  body,  had  their  attention  dniwn  to  that  par- 
ticular  spot  by  the  tree,  and  in  that  manner  they  disooTered  his 
remains,"  6cc. 

To  explain  my  meaning,  I  shall  quote  the  words  of  a  correspond- 
ent of  the  "  Freemasons^  Quarterly  Review,"  Vol.  L,  New  Series,  p. 
45.  I  am  residing  200  miles  firom  London,  and  about  a  fortnigiit 
ago,  a  Tery  intelligent  brother  and  Past  Master,  from  one  of  ihe  east- 
em  counties,  (Nonolk,  I  think,)  visited  our  lodge,  where  be  witnessed 
an  initiation  according  to  the  union  system.  He  afterwards  expressed 
his  surprise  to  me,  at  the  great  difference  between  his  own  and  our 
mode ;  and  said  he  ha^  never  seen  the  ceremony  performed  in  that 
manner  before." 
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LECTURE  1. 

THB  DESIGN. 

The  degign  of  the  following  lecture  is  to  investigate 
the  orders  of  Freemasonry ;  and,  under  distinct  heads,  - 
to  arrange  my  observations  on  the  nature  of  this  Society. 

On  initiation,  I  was  struck  with  the  ceremonials ;  and 
immediately  apprehended  there  was  more  conveyed  by 
them  than  appeared  to  the  vulgar  eye ;  attention  to  the 
matter  convinced  me  my  first  impressions  were  just; 
and  by  researches  to  discover  their  implications,  some 
degree  of  knowledge  hath  been  acquired  touching  the 
origin  of  Masonry,  the  reasons  which  supported  its  seve- 
ral institutions,  the  meaning  and  import  of  its  various 
symbols,  together  with  the  progress  of  the  profession. 

It  is  known  to  the  world,  but  more  particularly  to 
the  brethren,  that  there  are  three  degrees  of  Masons — 
Apprentices,  Craftsmen,  and  Masters;  their  initiation, 
and  the  several  advancements  from  the  order  of  Appren- 
tices, will  necessarily  lead  us  to  observations  in  three 
distinct  channels. 

How  the  several  mysteries  are  revealed  to  Masons, 
they  alone  know ;  so  steadfastly  have  the  fraternity  pre- 
served their  faith  for  many  ages,  that  this  remains  a  secret 
to  the  world,  in  defiance  of  the  corruptions  and  vices  of 
mankind. 

In  order  to  comprehend  the  nature  of  our  profession, 
we  must  look  back  into  the  remotest  antiquity,  and  from 
thence  collect  the  several  parts  which  have  been  united 
in  the  forming  of  our  Order ;  in  the  first  place  we  must 
give  our  attention  to  the  creation  of  man,  and  the  state 
of  our  first  parents  in  the  garden  of  Eden.^ 

^•And  Gk>d  said,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  like- 
ness. So  Qod  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God 
created  he  him.  And  Qod  saw  every  thing  that  he  had  made,  and 
behold  it  was  very  good.  And  tiie  Lord  God  formed  the  man  of  the 
dnst  of  the  gronnd,  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  Ufe ; 
and  man  became  a  living  sonl.'*   {Qea.  i.,  26, 31 ;  ii.,  7.) 
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It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  when  Adam  came  from  <mt 
the  hand  of  his  Creator — ^the  image  of  God — from  whom 
he  inunediately  proceeded — ^that  he  was  perfect  in  ^m- 
metry  and  beauty  that  he  was  made  m  the  highest 
degree  of  excellence  that  human  nature  was  capable  of 
on  earth— calculated  for  regions  of  felicity  and  paradise, 
where  sin  or  sorrow  had  not  known  existence — ^made  in 
such  perfection  of  body  and  mind,  that  he  could  endure 
the  presence  of  God ;  and  was  capable  of  conversing  with 
the  Almighty  face  to  face,^ — so  much  was  he  superior 
to  the  chosen  ones  of  Israel.  He  was  endoweq  with 
understanding  suitable  to  his  station,  as  one  whom  the 
Almighty  deigned  to  visit ;  and  his  heart  was  possessed 
of  all  the  virtues  unpolluted ;  endowments  of  an  neavenly 
temper — ^his  hours  were  full  of  wisdom,  exultation,  and 
transport — ^the  book  of  Nature  was  revealed  to  his 
comprehension,  and  all  her  mysteries  were  open  to  his 
understanding — ^he  knew  whence  and  what  he  was.  Even 
this  was  but  a  minute  degree  of  his  capacity ;  for,  asto- 
nishing as  it  may  appear  to  us,  yet  it  is  an  incontroverti- 
ble truth,  that  he  had  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
Almighty,  the  tremendous  Creator  of  the  universe ;  he 
saw  him  with  his  natural  eyes,  he  heard  his  voice,  he 
understood  his  laws,  and  was  present  to  his  Majesty. 

To  this  first  example  of  human  perfection  and  wisdom 
we  must  necessarily  look  back  for  all  the  science  and 
learning  which  blessed  the  earliest  ages  of  the  world — 
calculated  for  such  exalted  felicity  and  elevated  enjoy- 
ments, placed  in  regions  of  peace,  where  angels  minis- 
tered and  the  Divinity  walked  abroad,  was  the  great 
parent  of  mankind.    But,  alas,  he  fell !  ^  By  disobedience, 

'  The  Babbins  entertained  a  cnrioaa  opinion  respectmgthe  creataon 
of  num.  Thus  the  R.  Manasaeh  ben  Israel  ssjg,  after  B.  Sam.  bar 
Nacbam,  tbat  woman  was  jointly  created  with  man,  being  atUuked 
to  his  back ;  so  that  the  figure  of  Adam  was  double — man  before,  and 
woman  behind.  And  therefore  it  should  not  be  translated— €rod  took 
one  of  his  ribs,  bat  one  of  his  ndes ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  he  cot 
of  separated  the  two  figures,  and  closed  up,  or  healed  the  flesh  ^ioh 
had  been  wounded  in  the  operation." — Editor. 

•  Gen.  ii.,  16,  17,  19 ;  iiL,  9,  10,  11,  12,  17. 

^  Our  first  parents  thus  forfeited  all  the  blessings  they  enjoyed  by 
a  violation  of^  the  covenant  on  which  the  tenure  was  suspended.  In 
the  form  of  a  serpent  the  evil  principle  assailed  the  woman  with  th« 
subtle  and  prevailing  logic,  that  instead  of  death,  she  would  enjoy 
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he  forfeited  all  his  glory  and  felicity ;  and,  wonderful  to 
recount,  in  the  midBt  of  this  exalted  state,  Satan  pre- 
vailed !  *  i 
If  we  presume  to  estimate  the  change  which  befel 
Adam,  on  his  expulsion  from  Paradise,  by  the  deformity 
that  took  place  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  we  should  be 
apt  to  believe  the  exile,  though  not  distorted  in  body, 
was  yet  darkened  in  understanding, — ^instead  of  confidence 
and  steady  faith,  that  distrust  and  jealousy  took  place, 
and  doubtfulness  confounded  even  testimony ;  that  argu- 
ment was  deprived  of  definition,  and  left  to  wander  in 
eccentric  propositions ;  that  confusion  usurped  the  throne 
of  wisdom,  and  folly  of  judgment;  thorns  and  thistles 
grew  up  in  the  place  of  those  excellent  flowers  of  science 
which  flourished  in  Eden ;  and  darkness  clouded  the  day 


given  us,  in  what  degree  disobedience  and  sin  immedi- 
ately contracted  the'  understanding  of  Adam ;  but  we  are 
certain  that  great  and  dreadful  effects  very  early  took 
place  on  Adam's  posterity.  We  mav  conclude  memory 
was  retained  by  our  first  parent  in  all  its  energy — a  ter- 
rible portion  of  the  punishment  his  disobedience  had 
incurred;  restoring  to  him  perfect  images  and  never- 
dying  estimates  of  what  he  had  lost,  and  thereby  increas- 
ing the  bitterness  of  what  he  had  purchased.  Through 
the  endowments  of  memory,  Adam  would  necessarily 
teach  to  his  family  the  sciences  which  he  had  compre- 
hended in  Eden,  and  the  knowledge  he  had  gained  of 
Nature  and  her  God.   It  will  follow  that  some  of  them 

life,  and  knowledge,  and  happmess,  hy  tasting  the  delioiona,  but  for- 
bidden frait ;  and  that  she  and  her  partner  would  become  as  gods, 
and  be  able  to  distinguish  between  good  and  evil. — EnrrOB. 

'  Thus  originated  the  introduction  of  a  serpent  among  the  s  jmbols 
of  Freemasonry,  ^ot  only  to  commemorate  the  nnhappj^  dcaeotion 
of  our  first  parents,  through  the  wSes  of  that  crafty  reptile,  but  also 
to  keep  perpetually  in  our  recollection  the  Redeemer,  who  should 
bruise  the  serpent's  head.  Serpent-worship  derived  its  origin  from 
the  same  source ;  and  even  the  name,  applied  with  a  transmitted 
authority  to  the  destructive  power,  has  reached  our  times.  Thus  the 
Deva  or  Dive  of  tiie  East,  who  was  tiie  serpentotempter ;  the-Diu  of 
ancient  ilibemia,  the  Armoric  Due,  tmd  the  Gaelio  Dim,  was  no  other 
tium  the  Diabolus  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins,  and  the  English  Devil. — 
EDrroR. 
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determine,  from  any  eyidence 
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would  retain  thoBe  lessons  of  wisdom,  and  faithfUilj 
transmit  them  to  posterity.  No  doubt  the  fismcdly  of  Cab 
^who  bore  the  seal  of  the  curse  on  his  forehead)  was  given 
up  to  ignorance.* 

Tradition  would  deliver  down  the  doctrines  of  our  first 
parents  vnth  the  utmost  truth  and  certainty,  whilst  the 
antediluvians  enjoyed  the  longevity  of  which  the  books 
of  Moses  give  evidence ;  but  when  men  came  to  multiply 
exceedingly  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  were  dis- 
persed to  the  oistant  regions  of  the  globe,  then  the  ines- 
timable lessons  of  knowledge  and  truth,  taught  by  the 
first  men,  fell  into  confusion  and  corruption  with  many, 
and  were  retained  pure  and  in  perfection  but  by  few; 
those  few,  to  our  great  consolation,  have  handed  them 
down  to  after  ag^ ;  they  also  retained  the  universal  lan- 
guage, uncorrupted  with  the  confusion  of  the  plains  of 
Shinar,  and  preserved  it  to  posterity. 

Thus  we  must  necessarily  look  back  to  our  first  parent 
as  the  original  professor  of  the  worship  of  the  true  God, 
to  whom  the  mysteries  of  Nature  were  first  revealed,  and 
from  whom  all  the  wisdom  of  the  world  was  in  the 
beginning  derived.''  • 

In  those  times,  when  the  rules  and  maxims  of  Free- 
masonry had  their  beginning,  men  had  adopted  allegories, 
emblems,  and  mystic  devices,  wherein  peculiar  sciences, 
institutions,  and  doctrines,  in  many  nations  were  wrapt 
up;  this  was  an  invention  of  the  earliest  ages.  The 

})riests  of  Egypt  secreted  the  mysteries  of  their  religion 
rom  the  vulgar  by  symbols  and  hieroglyphics,  compre- 
hensible alone  to  those  of  their  own  orAe^r.    The  priests 

*  And  Cain  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the  Loid,  (Gren.  iv^  16). 
They  were  donbtless  ignorant  of  the  true  Grod,  for  Sanohoniatho  saj^ 
they  worshipped  the  sun,  under  the  name  of  Beelsamen.  But  tbej 
ezoelled  in  the  arts  of  ciyil  and  social  life ;  and  it  was  to  the  descend- 
ants of  Cain  that  mankind  were  indebted  for  the  earliest  knowledge 
of  arobiteoture,  musio,  and  other  useful  sciences.  Tubal  Cain  taught 
the  art  of  working  in  metals,  to  increase  worldly  comfort  and  worldly 
possessions.  And,  as  an  old  MS.  in  the  British  Museum  informs  us 
\Harl.  1942),  Adah,  the  first  wife  of  Lamech,  bare  two  sons,  Jabal 
and  Jubal.  Jabal  was  the  inventor  of  geometry,  and  the  first  who 
built  houses  of  stone  and  limber ;  and  Jubal  was  the  inventor  of  mu- 
sic and  of  harmony.  Zillah,  his  second  wife,  bare  Tubal  Cain,  the 
instructor  of  every  artificer  in  brass  and  iron ;  and  a  daughter,  caBed 
Naamah,  who  was  the  first  founder  of  the  weavers*  oraft." — EniroB. 

^  Appendix  A. 
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of  Greece  and  Rome  practuied  other  subtleties,  by  which 
their  divinations  were  enveiled  and  their  oracles  were 
made  intelligible  only  to  their  brethren,  who  expounded 
them  to  the  people. 

Those  examples  were  wisely  adapted  for  the  purposes 
of  concealing  the  mysteries  of  Masonry.  Like  the  sibyl's 
leaves,  the  secrets  of  the  brotherhood,  if  revealed,  would 
appear  to  the  world  as  indistinct  and  scattered  fragments, 
while  they  convey  to  Masons  an  uniform  and  well-con- 
nected system. 

In  forming  this  society,  which  is  at  once  religious  and 
civil,  great  regard  has  been  given  to  the  first  knowledge 
of  the  God  of  Nature,  and  that  acceptable  service  where- 
with he  was  well  pleased. 

This  was  the  farst  and  comernstone  on  which  our 
originals  thought  it  expedient  to  place  the  foundation  of 
Masonry ;  they  had  experienced  that  by  religion  all  civil 
ties  and  obligations  were  compacted,  and  that  thence 
proceeded  all  the  bonds  which  could  unite  mankind  in 
social  intercourse :  thence  it  was  that  they  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  edifice  on  the  bosom  of  religion : — 

*^ Religions  all!  descending  from  the  skies 
To  wretched  man,  the  goddess  in  her  left 
Holds  out  this  world,  and  in  her  right  the  next : 
Religion!  the  sole  voucher  man  is  man; 
Supporter  sole  of  man  above  himself; 
Ev'n  in  the  night  of  frailty,  change,  and  death, 
She  gives  the  soul  a  soul  that  acts  a  god, 
Religion!  Providence!  an  after  state! 
Here  is  firm  footing ;  here  is  solid  rock ; 
This  can  support  us ;  all  is  sea  besides ; 

"  In  plain  language,  they  were  the  conjurors  of  the  day ;  and  very 
artful  feUowB  they  were.  Nor  were  these  tricks  confined  entirely  to 
the  priesthood.  Ben  Washih,  in  his  book  of  Alphabets,  has  enume- 
rated some  of  them,  and  favoured  us  with  the  names  of  their  invent- 
ors. Thus  it  is  stated  that  Costoodjis  wrote  360  books  on  talismans, 
astrolo^,  magic,  influence  of  planets,  and  the  conjuration  of  spirits ; 
^at  Colphotorios,  tiie  philosopher,  was  deeply  learned  in  the  Jmow. 
ledge  of  spirits,  cabalistic  spells,  talismans,  astrological  aspects,  and 
in  magic  and  the  black  art,  which  he  concealed  tmder  hieroglyphical 
symbols ;  that  Philaos  invented  the  art  of  fumigations  of  spirits ;  that 
Saaa,  the  soothsayer  king,  was  one  of  the  seven  great  magicians  of 
Egypt ;  that  Cophtrim  was  a  great  master  in  the  art  of  constructing 
taSsmans  and  admirable  alarm-posts,  treasure-spells,  and  wonderful 
images ;  with  nmnerous  absurdities  of  the  same  nature,  which  gulled 
the  multitude,  and  sealed  their  own  power  and  profit. — ^Editor. 
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SlnkB  under  us ;  bestonnsi  and  then  deroura. 
His  hand  the  good  man  fastens  on  the  skies, 
And  bids  earth  roll,  nor  feels  her  idle  whirL'* 

YOUKQ'S  Night  ThoughU, 

In  the  earliest  ages,  after  the  deluge,  in  the  nations 
made  known  to  us,  the  service  of  the  true  God  was 
clouded  with  imagery,  and  defiled  by  idolatry.  Men  who 
had  not  been  taught  the  doctrines  of  truth  by  those  who 
retained  the  wisdom  of  the  antediluvians,  but  were  left 
to  the  operations  of  their  own  judgment,  perceived  that 
there  was  some  ffreat  cause  of  Nature's  uniformity,  and 
of  the  wonderful  progressions  of  her  works :  suitable  to 
their  ignorance,  they  represented  the  Author  of  those 
works  by  such  o^ects  as  struck  their  observation,  for 
their  powerful  effects  on  the  face  of  the  world — from 
whence  the  sun  and  moon  became  the  symbols  of  the 
Deity.® 

,  Moses  was  learned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Egyptians  f 

'  The' posterity  of  Ham  forsook  the  doctrines  of  their  predecessors ; 
for  the  deity  whose  adoration  he  taught,  they  soon  substituted  the 
symbol,  and  for  the  original  worshipped  the  sun,  which  was  regarded 
in  the  first  ases  after  uie  deluge,  as  the  type  or  emblem  of  the  Di- 
vinity. **Tne  descendants  of  Chus,  called  Cuthites,  were  those 
emigrants  who  carried  their  rites,  religions,  and  customs,  into  various 
quarters  of  the  globe ;  they  were  the  first  apostates  from  the  truth, 
vet  great  in  worldly  wisdom ; — ^they  were  jomed'in  their  expeditions 
by  other  nations,  especially  by  the  collateral  branches  of  their  family, 
the  Mizraim,  Caphtorim,  and  the  sons  of  Canaan ; — these  wore  all  the 
line  of  Ham,  who  was  held  by  his  posterity  in  the  highest  venera- 
tion ; — they  called  him  Amon,  and  having  in  process  of  time  raised 
him  to  a  divinity,  they  worshipped  him  as  the  sun,  and  fix»m  this 
worship  they  were  styled  Amonians.  The  deity  which  they  wor- 
shipped was  the  sun,  but  they  soon  conferred  his  titles  upon  some  of 
their  ancestors ;  whence  arose  a  mixed  worship.  Thej^  particukriy 
deified  the  great  patriarch  who  was  the  head  of  their  line,  and  wor- 
shipped him  as  the  fountain  of  light ;  making  the .  sun  the  emblon 
of  nis  hofluence  and  power.'*  (Bryant's  Analysis  of  Ancient  Mytho- 
logy.) 

^  And  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  Egyptians  were  a  very 
learned  people.  The  old  writers  teil  us  that  the^  taught  Moses  the 
seven  libenu  sciences  to  qualify  him  for  the  publio  administration  of 
state  affiurs.  They  taught  him  a  knowledge  of  hieroglyphics  in  their 
spurious  Freemasonry;  and  the  arts  of  painting  and  sculpture. 
They  trained  him  up  to  martial  exercises ;  and  endued  him  with  a 
knowledge  of  moral  and  political  economy,  that  he  might  assume  and 
maintain  the  dignified  station  to  which  he  was  destined,  as  the  son  of 
Pharaoh's  daugnter.— Editor. 
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ke  was  initiated  in  all  the  knowledge  of  the  wise  men  of 
that  nation,  bv  whom  the  learning  of  antiquity  had  been 
retained  and  held  sacred ;  wrapped  up  from  the  eye  of 
the  wicked  and  vulgar  in  symbols  and  hieroglyphics,  and 
communicated  to  men  of  their  own  order  only,  with  care, 
secrecy,  and  circumspection.  This  secrecy  is  not  in  any 
wise  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  consider  the  persecu- 
tion which  would  have  followed  a  &ith  unacceptable  to 
the  ignorance  of  the  nations  who  were  enveloped  in 
superstition  and  bigotry ;  and  more  particularly,  as  those 
sages  were  in  possession  of  that  valuable  knowledge  of 
the  powers  of  nature,  of  the  qualities  of  matter  and  pro- 
perties of  things,  so  dangerous  to  be  communicated  to 
wicked  and  ignorant  men,  from  whose  malevolence  the 
most  horrid  ofiences  might  be  derived  of  which  we 
may  judge  by  the  extraordinary  and  astonishing  perform- 
ances even  oi  those  impious  and  unenlightened  men  who 
contended  with  Moses,  in  the  miracles  he  performed 
under  the  immediate  impression  and  influence  of  the 
Deity." 

Moses  purged  divine  worship  of  its  mysteries  and 
images,^^  and  taught  the  Jews  the  knowledge  of  the  God 
of  the  universe,  unpolluted  with  the  errors  of  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  and  uncorrupted  with  the  devices  and  ludi- 
crous ceremonies  instituted  by  the  people  of  the  East, 
from  whom  he  derived  his  first  comprehension  and  know- 
ledge of  the  Divinity." 

"  The  uneducated  people  were  deceived  and  oppiessed  bj  their 
aruspices,  augurs,  and  magicians,  down  to  the  veiy  period  of  their 
BuppTession  hj  Theodosius,  A.  d.  387.  In  the  mysteries  practised 
at  Alexandria,  children  of  both  sexes  were  slain,  that  divination  might 
be  effected  from  their  entrails,  and  tiieir  flesh  was  devoured.  (Socrat. 
L  3,  c.  13.)— EDrroB, 

"  Exodus,  vii.  11,  12,  22;  viii.  7—18. 

^'  Clemens  Alexandrinus  (Strom.  1.)  says  that  **tiie  enigmas 
of  the  Egyptians  were  very  similar  to  those  of  the  Jews." — 
Editob. 

"  The  author  of  "  Dissertation  on  the  Ancient  Pagan  Mysteries," 
defending  Dr.  Warburton's  positions  against  Dr.  Leland,  writes 
thus: — "That  to  the  Pa^an  divinities  there  was  not  only  an  open 
and  public  worship,  but  aSso  a  secret  worship  paid  to  them,  to  which 
none  were  admitted  but  those  who  had  been  selected  by  preparatory 
ceremoniest  called  Initiation.  This  secret  worship  was  termed  the 
MysUrUs.  Of  these  there  were  two  sorts*  tiie  greater  and  lesser : 
according  to  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  the  lesser  taught,  by  certain 
secret  rites  and  shows,  the  origin  of  sodety*  and  the  doctrine  of  a 
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The  seoond  staffe  of  Freemasonry  is  derived  from  this 
period— the  temple  at  Jerusalem  receives  the  probation 
of  the  Craftsmen. 

Moses  was  also  possessed  of  knowledge  superior  to 
that  of  the  Egyptian  teachers,  through  the  revelations 
and  inspirations  of  the  Deity ;  he  had  acquired  the  com- 
prehension of,  and  was  instructed  to  decipher  all  the 
hierofflyphical  characters  used  by  that  people  in  their 
records }  it  was  no  doubt  a  part  of  the  original  know- 
ledge to  express  by  characters  to  the  eye  the  thoughts 

future  state ;  they  were  preparatory  to  the  greater,  and  might  be 
safely  communicated  to  all  the  initiated,  without  exception.  The 
Arcana  of  the  greater  mysteries  were  the  doctrine  of  the  Unity,  and 
the  detection  of  the  errors  of  the  vulgar  Polytheism ;  these  were  not 
communicated  to  all  the  aspirants,  without  exception,  but  only  to  a 
small  and  select  number,  who  were  judged  capable  of  the  secret. 
The  initiated  were  obliged,  by  the  most  solemn  engagements,  to  com- 
mence a  life  of  the  stnctest  piety  and  virtue ;  it  was  proper,  there- 
fore, to  give  them  all  the  encouragement  and  assistance  necessary  for 
this  purpose.  Now  in  the  Pagan  world  there  was  a  powerful  tempta- 
tion to  vice  and  debauchery,  the  profligate  example  of  their  gods. 
Ego  homundo  hoc  non  facerem^  was  the  absolving  formula,  whenever 
any  one  was  resolved  to  give  a  loose  to  his  passions.  This  evil  the 
mysteries  remedied,  by  striking  at  the  root  of  it ;  therefore  such  of 
the  initiated  as  were  judged  capable,  were  made  acquainted  with  the 
whole  delusion.  The  mystagogue  taught  them,  that  Jupiter,  Mer- 
cury, and  Bacchus,  Venus,  Mors,  and  the  whole  rabble  of  liceutious 
deities,  were  only  dead  mortals ;  subject,  in  life,  to  the  same  passions 
and  infirmities  as  themselves ;  but  having  been  on  other  accounts 
benefactors  to  mankind,  grateful  posterity  had  deified  them,  and,  with 
their  virtues,  had  indiscreetly  canonized  their  vices.  The  fabulous 
gods  being  thus  rooted  out,  the  Supreme  Cause  of  all  things  naturally 
took  their  place.  Him  they  were  taught  to  consider  as  the  Creator 
of  the  universe,  who  pervaded  all  things  by  his  virtue,  and  governed 
all  by  his  providence.  But  here  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  dis- 
covery of  this  Supreme  Cause  was  so  made,  as  to  be  consistent  with 
the  notion  of  the  local  tutelary  deities,  beings  superior  to  them, 
and  inferior  to  Crod,  and  by  him  set  over  the  several  parts  of  his 
creation.  This  was  an  opinion  universally  holden  by  antiquity,  and 
never  brought  into  question  by  any  theist  What  the  Arcana  of  the 
mysteries  overthrew,  was*  the  vulgar  Polytheism,  the  worship  ot 
dead  men/' 

It  was  natural  for  these  politicians  to  keep  this  a  secret  in  the  mys- 
teries ;  for,  in  their  opinion,  not  only  the  extinction,  but  even  the 
gpndation  of  their  false  gods,  would  have  too  much  disconcerted  and 
embroiled  the  established  system  of  vulgar  Polytheism.  From  hence 
we  may  be  led  to  determine,  that  to  Moses  the  secret  of  the  Egyptisn 
mythorogy  was  divulged  by  his  preceptors,  and  the  knowledge  of  the 
om^  (3k>d  revealed  to  him,  divested  of  all  the  symbols  and  devices 
which  engaged  the  vulgar. 
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and  sentimentB  of  the  mind — ^but  this  was  obscured  and 
debased  in  after  i^es  by  symbols  and  hieroglyphics:^ 
yet  by  the  immediate  dispensation  of  Heaven,  Moses 
attained  a  knowledge  of  those  original  characters;  by 
which  he  was  enabled  to  reveal  to  his  people,  and  pre- 
serve to  posterity,  the  commandments  of  Ood,  delivered 
to  him  on  the  mount,  by  inscribing  them  on  tables  of 
stone.^* 

It  IB  natural  to  conceive  that  the  Israelites  would  be 
instructed  in  this  art,  by  which  the  will  of  the  Deity  was 
communicated ;  they  would  be  led  to  write  the  doctrines 
of  their  leader,  and  his  expositions  of  the  law,  that  they 
should  be  preserved  to  their  children ;  and  if  we  give 
credit  to  the  observations  and  conjectures  of  the  learned 
travellers,  the  written  mountains  remain  monuments  of 
the  peregrinating  Hebrews  to  this  day. 

But  to  return  to  the  progressions  of  our  profession. 
It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  we  are  a  set  of  men,  pro^ 
fessing  religious  principles  contrary  to  the  revelations 
and  doctrines  of  the  Son  of  God,  reverencing  a  Deity  by 
the  denomination  of  the  Gtod  of  Nature,  and  denying  that 
mediation  which  is  graciously  offered  to  all  true  be- 
lievers. The  members  of  our  society  at  this  day,  in  the 
third  stage  of  Masonry,  confess  themselves  to  be  Chris- 
tians, The  veil  of  the  temple  is  rent,  the  builder  is 
smitten,  and  we  are  raised  from  the  tomb  of  trans- 
gression.*' 

Until  very  recently  tiiere  existed  a  lamentable  ignorance  on  the 
anl^eot  of  these  symbols,  ^pineto  asks,  What  were  they  ?  Was  it 
a  language  ?  Did  it  consist  of  words  ?  Was  it  made  out  of  ah  al- 
phabet ?  Was  it  a  language  spoken  ?  Was  it  a  dead  language  ?  If  a 
liying  language,  what  living  language  ?  Was  it  a  language  known  only 
to  the  priests  themselves,  as  the  sansciit  of  India  was  once  supposed^ 
to  be  1 — ^How  endless  were  these  fields  of  inquiry  !  Many  writers 
offered  their  reasoninfi;s  and  conjectures  on  the  subject,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, the  study  of  Egyptian  antiquities,  and  of  hieroglyphics  in 
particular^  was  carried  on  in  a  direction  totally  different  from  troth." 
— ^EnrroB. 

^*  And  he  gave  unto  Ifoses,  when  he  had  made  an  end  of  com- 
mnning  with  him  upon  Mount  Sinaij  two  tables  of  testimony,  tables 
of  stone,  written  with  the  finger  of  God.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Moses,  hew  thee  two  tables  of  stone  like  unto  the  first,  and  I  will 
write  upon  these  tables  the  words  that  were  in  tibe  first  tables, 
which  thou  brakest.  And  the  Lord  said  xmto  Moses,  write  thou  these 
words,  for  after  the  tenor  of  these  words  I  have  made  a  covenant 
with  thee  and  witii  Israel."    (Ezod.  zzzi.,  18  •  xziiv.,  1,  27.) 
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I  humbly  presume,  it  is  &pt  to  be  understood,  that  ibe 
name  of  Mason  in  this  socie^  denotes  that  the  origin  or 
rise  of  such  society  was  solely  from  builders,  architects, 
or  mechanics :  at  the  times  in  which  Moses  ordained  the 
setting  up  of  the  sanctuary,^  and  when  Solomon  was 
about  to  Duild  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  they  selected 
from  out  the  people  those  men  who  were  enlightened 
with  the  true  faith,  and  being  full  of  wisdom  and  re- 
ligious feryor,  were  found  proper  to  conduct  these  works 
of  piety.  It  was  on  those  occasions  that  our  predeces- 
sors appeared  to  the  world  as  architects,  and  were  formed 
into  a  body,  under  salutary  rules,  for  the  goyemment  of 
those  who  were  employed  in  these  great  works  since 
which  period  builders  have  adopted  the  name  of  masons, 
as  an  honorary  diatinction  and  title  to  their  profeesion. 
I  am  induced  to  believe  the  name  of  Mason  has  its 
derivation  from  a  lanffu^e,  in  which  it  implies  some 
strong  indication  or  distinction  of  the  nature  of  the 
society ;  and  that  it  has  not  its  relation  to  architects.^ 

See,  I  have  called  by  name  Bezaleel,  tlie  son  of  Uri,  tiie  son 
of  Hur,  of  the  tribe  of  Jndah.  And  I  have  filled  him  with  the  spirit 
of  Grod,  in  wisdom,  and'  in  tmderstanding,  and  in  knowledge,  and  in 
all  mannei;  of  workmanship.  To  devise  .cuoninp^  works,  to  woik  in 
cold,  and  in  ulver,  and  in  brass.  And  in  cutting  of  stones  to  set 
Siem,  and  in  carving  of  limber,  to  work  in  all  manner  of  workman- 
ship. And  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  are  wise-hearted  I  have  put  wis- 
dom, that  they  may  make  all  that  I  have  oommanded  &ee.  The 
tabernacle  of  tne  congregation.  Then  wrought  Bezaleel  and  Aholiah, 
and  every  wise-hearted  man,  in  whom  the  Lord  put  vdsdom  and 
understanding,  to  know  how  to  work  all  manner  of  work  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  sanctuary,  according  to  ail  that  the  Lord  had  commanded. 
And  Moses  called  Bezaleel  and  Aholiab,  and  every  wise-hearted 
man,  in  whose  heart  the  Lord  had  put  wisdom,  even  every  one 
whose  heart  stirred  lum  up  to  come  unto  the  work  to  do  it."  (£zod. 
xxxi.,  2 — 7;  xxxvi.,  1,  2.) 

•  This  was  the  undoubted  union  of  Speculative  and  Operative 
Masonr}r.    (See  the  Theocratic  Philosophy,  lect.  viii.) — ^Editor. 

*•  This  observation  is  scarcely  correct  In  the  Privy  Seal  Book 
of  Scotland  is  an  entry  which  distinctly  proves  tbat  the  offioe-bearm 
of  the  society  were  Speculative  Masons,  but  that  they  were  invested 
with  authority  to  adnunister  justice,  and  promote  regularity  amongst 
Operative  Masons.  It  consists  of  a  letter,  dated  from  Holyr(¥>d 
House,  25th  Sept.,  1590,  and  granted  by  King  James  YI.  "tf> 
Patrick  Copland,  of  Udaught,  for  using  and  ezercisine  the  oflioe  of 
Wardanrie  over  the  Art  and  Craft  of  Masoniy,  over  afl  the  boundi'* 
of  Aberdeen,  Banff,  and  Kincardine;  to  hand  warden  and  jas^n* 
courts  wit^  the  same  boimdis,  and  there  to  mimster  justioe,**  &o.— 
EnrroE. 
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The  French  word  maiaon  riffnifies  a  family  or  particular 
race  of  people :  it  seems  as  S  the  name  was  compounded 
of  Mk4o  £mttyj  quero  $almm  and  the  title  of  Masonry  no 
more  than  a  corruption  of  Mbow^ovw^  mm  in  medio 
ccdiy  or  Ma^avpoQ^^  stgna  codestia;^  which  conjecture  is 
strengthened  by  our  symbols.^  I  am  inclined  to  deter-* 
mine  that  the  appellation  of  Mason  implies  a  member  of 
a  religious  sect,  and  a  professed  devotee  of  the  Deity, 
•*who  is  seated  in  the  centre  of  Heaven."  To  prove 
these  several  propositions  in  Masonry  to  be  true,  and  to 
demonstrate  to  Masons  the  importance  of  their  Order, 
shall  be  the  subject  of  the  following  lectures.  The  prin- 
ciples of  Morality  are  rigorously  enjoined  us;  charity 
and  brotherly  love  are  our  indispensable  duty:  how 
they  are  prescribed  to  us,  and  their  practice  enforced, 
will  also  be  treated  of  in  the  foUowiug  pages. 

We  Btill  retain  all  the  names  by  which  the  science  has  been  dis- 
tingmshed  in  every  age  of  the  world,  either  in  its  specnlatiye  or 
operative  form.  Whetoer  it  were  characterized  by  the  appellation  of 
Lux,  as  in  the  patriarchal  age ;  or  Geometry,  as  it  was  called  by 
Euclid ;  or  Philosophy,  as  Pythagoras  named  it ;  or  Mesouraneo,  or 
by  any  other  title ;  a  memorial  of  snoh  desi^ation  has  been  embodied 
in  the  system.  We  say  Freemasonry  is  a  system  of  Wisdom, 
Strength,  and  Beauty,  and  the  definition  was  adopted  from  our 
ancient  G.  M.  ,Kin^  Solomon,  who  called  the  science  Wi8Do:m  : 
which  by  the  cabalists  was  subsequently  denominated  Baphomet. 
And  he  defines  it  thus :  Wisdom  is  the  worker  of  all  things ;  she 
is  tibie  brightness  of  the  everlasting  Light,  the  imspotted  mirror  of 
the  power  of  Grod,  and  the  image  of  his  goodness.  She  is  more 
beautiful  than  the  sun,  and  above  all  the  order  of  stars :  being  com- 
paied  with  the  light,  she  is  found  before  it"    (Wisd.  vii.,  26,  29.) 

The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  Wisdom.  She  hath  builded 
her  house ;  she  hath  hewn  out  her  seven  pillars.  I,  Wisdom,  dwell 
with  Prudence ;  I  lead  in  the  way  of  righteousness,  in  the  midst  of 
the  paths  of  judgment."  (Prov.  ix.,  10;  1.  viii.,  12,  20.)  What  is 
all  this  but  a  just  description  of  Speculative  Freemasonry  ? — ^Editor. 

The  title  of  Masons  and  Masonry  most  probably  were  derived 
from  the  Greek  language,  as  the  Gi^ek  idiom  is  adopted  by  them ; 
and  is  shewn  in  many  instances  in  the  course  of  this  work.  The 
Druids,  when  they  committed  anything  to  writing,  used  the  Greek 
alphabet :  and  I  am  bold  to  assert,  the  most  perrect  remains  of  the 
Druids'  rites  and  ceremonies  are  preserved  in  the  ceremonials  of 
Masons,  that  are  to  be  found  existing  among  mankind.  My  brethren 
may  be  able  to  trace  them  with  greater  exactness  than  I  am  at  liberty 
to  explain  to  liie  public.  The  original  names  of  Masons  and  Masonry 
may  probably  be  derived  from,  or  corrupted  of,  MveTj^iov,  res  arcanot 
mysteries,  and  Mvgff^^  sacris  inUieUus  my$Uh  those  initiated  to  sacred 
mysteries. — ^En. 
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My  original  dedgn  in  these  lectures  was  not  only  to 
explain  to  my  brethren  the  nature  of  their  profession, 
but  also  to  testify  to  the  world,  that  our  mysteries  are 
important ;  and  to  take  away  the  reproach  which  hath 
fallen  upon  this  society  by  the  vices,  ignorance,  or  irregu^ 
larities  of  some  profligate  men,  who  havQ  been  found 
among  Masons.  Should  the  errors  of  a  few  stain  and 
render  ignominious  a  whole  society,  or  bring  infamy  and 
contempt  on  a  body  of  men,  there  is  no  association  on 
earth,  either  civil  or  religious,  which  might  not  bo 
affected 
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LECTURE  n. 

ON  THE  RITES,  CEREMONIES,  AND  INSTITUTIONS  OF  THE 
ANOIENTSt 

There  is  no  doubt  that  our  ceremonies  and  masteries 
were  derived  from  the  rites,  ceremonies,  and  institutions 
of  the  ancients,  and  some  of  them  from  the  remotest 
ages.  Our  morality  is  deduced  from  the  maxims  of  the 
Ghrecian  philosophers,  and  perfected,  by  the  Christian 
revelation. 

The  institutors  of  this  society  had  their  eyes  on  the 
progressive  advancement  of  religion,  and  they  symbolized 
it,  as  well  in  the  first  stage,  as  in  the  succeeding  orders 
of  Masons.  The  knowledge  of  the  God  of  Nature  forms 
the  first  estate  of  our  profession;  the  worship  of  the 
Deity,  under  the  Jewish  law,  is  described  in  the  second 
stage  of  Masonry ;  and  the  Christian  dispensation  is  dis- 
tinguished in  the  last  and  highest  order. 

It  is  extremely  difficult,  with  any  degree  of  certainty, 
to  trace  the  exact  origin  of  our  symbols,  or  from  whence 
our  ceremonies  or  mysteries  were  particularly  derived. 
I  shall  point  out  some  ancient  institutions  from  whence 
they  may  have  been  deduced. 

The  Assideans  (a  sect  among  the  Jews,  divided  into 
two  denominations,  the  merciful  and  the  just,)  were  the 
fathers  and  predecessors  of  the  Pharisees  and  Essenes : 
they  preferred  their  traditions  before  the  written  word, 
and  set  up.  for  a  sanctity  and  purity  that  exceeded  the 
law:  they  at  last  fell  into  the  error  of  the  Sadducees,  in 
denying  the  resurrection,  and  the  faith  of  rewards  and 
punishments  after  tins  life. 

,  The  Essenes^  were  of  very  remote  antiquity;  and  it 

'  The  etviiiolo|rie8  of  the  names  EssflQi,  or  EBseni,  t.  e.,  Essenes, 
are  divers;  that  whidi  I  prefer  is  from  the  Syriac  Asa^  ngmfying 
&$^a9tmfai»,  to  heal  or  ettre  dieeases ;  for  though  they  gave  themselves 
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hath  been  argued  by  divines,  that  they  were  as  ancient 
as  the  departure  of  the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt.  They 
mi^ht  take  their  rise  from  that  dispersion  of  their  nation 
which  happened  after  their  being  carried  captive  into 
Babylon.  The  principal  character  of  this  sect  was,  that 
they  chose  retirement,  were  sober,  were  industrious ;  had 
all  things  in  common ;  paid  the  highest  regard  to  tiie 
moral  precepts  of  the  law,  but  neglected  the  ceremonial, 
any  further  than  what  regarded  bodily  cleanliness,  the 
observation  of  the  sabbath,  and  making  an  annual  present 
to  the  temple  at  Jerusalem.  They  never  associated  with 
women,  nor  admitted  them  into  their  retreats.  By  the 
most  sacred  oaths,  though  they  were  in  general  averse  to 

chiefly  to  the  stadv  of  the  Bible,  yet  withal  they  studied  physie. 
Concen&ing  the  beginning  of  this  sect,  horn  whom  or  when  it  b^gan, 
it  is  hard  to  determine.  Some  make  them  as  ancient  aa  the  Bedia- 
bites,  and  the  Rechabites  to  have  differed  only  in  the  addition  of  some 
rules  and  ordinances  from  the  Kenites,  mentioned  in  Judges  i.  Id, 
and  thus,  by  consequence,  tiie  Essenes  were  as  ancient  as  the 
Israelites'  departure  out  of  E^pt :  for  Jethro,  Moses'  £ather«in-iaw, 
as  appears  by  the  text,  was  a^enite ;  but  neither  of  these  seemeth 
probable,  for  the  Kenites  are  not  mentioned  in  Scripture  as  a  distinct 
order  or  sect  of  people,  l>ut  a  distinct  family,  kindred,  or  nation. 
(Numb,  zziv.,  2.) — SecondJ^y,  the  Rechabites  did  not  build  houses, 
but  dwelt  in  tenia ;  neither  did  they  deal  in  husbandry ;  they  sowed 
no  seeds,  nor  planted  vineyards,  nor  had  any.  (Jer.  xxxr.,  7.)  The 
Essenes,  on  the  contrary,  dwelt  not  in  tents,  but  in  houses,  and  they 
employed  themselves  especially  in  liusbfimdry.  One  of  the  Hebrew 
doctors  saith,  that  the  Essenes  were  Nazarites :  but  that  cannot  be, 
because  the  law  enj(Hned  the  Nasarites,  when  Ihe  time  of  the  oonse- 
cration  was  on,  to  present  themselves  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  or 
temple.  (Numb.  vi.j|  Now  the  Essenes  had  no  access  to  the  temple; 
when,  therefore,  or  nom  what  author,  this  sect  took  its  beginning  is 
uncertain.  The  first  that  I  find  mentioned  by  the  name  of  an  Essene 
(Josephus,  lib*  xiii.,  o.  19)  was  one  Judas,  who  lived  in  the  time  of 
Aristobulus,  the  son  of  Jannus  Hyroanus,  before  our  S&vioor'B  birth 
about  one  hundred  years :  however,  this  sect  was  of  greater  antiqutty, 
for  all  three,  Pharisees,  Sadducees,  and  Essenes,  were  in  Jonaman's 
time,  the  brother  of  Judas  Maccabeus,  who  was  fifty  years  before 
Aristobulus.  Certain  it  is,  that  this  sect  continued  unt^  Ihe  days  of 
our  Saviour  and  after ;  Philo  and  Josephus  speak  of  them  as  living  in 
their  times.  Wh|tt  might  be  the  reason,  then,  that  there  is  no  mentioa 
made  of  them  in  the  New  Testament  ?  I  answer,  first,  the  number 
of  them  seemeth  not  to  have  been  ffreat  in  Philo  and  Josephus'  time, 
about  four  thousand,  which,  being  dispersed  in  many  cities,  made  the 
faction  weak :  and  haply  in  Jerusalem,  when  our  Saviour  lived,  they 
were  either  few  or  none.  Secondly,  if  we  observe  historiea,  we  shaU 
find  th«m  peaoeable  and  quiet,  not  oppoamg  any,  and  tiieieifore  act 
so  liable  to  reproof  as  tibia  Pharisees  and  Sadduceea,  who  oppoied 
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swearing,  or  to  requiring  an  oath,  they  bound  all  whom 
they  initiated  among  them  to  the  observance  of  piety, 
justice,  fidelity,  and  modesty;  to  conceal  the  secrets  of 
the  fraternity,  preserve  the  books  of  their  instructors,  and 
with  great  care  to  commemorate  the  names  of  the  angels* 
They  held,  that  God  was  surrounded  by  spiritual  beings, 
who  were  mediators  with  him,  and  therefore  to  be  reve- 
renced. Second,  that  the  soul  is  defiled  by  the  body, 
and  that  all  bodily  pleasures  hurt  the  soul,  which  they 
believed  to  be  immortal,  though  they  denied  the  resur- 
rection of  the  body,  as  it  would  consequently  give  back 
the  soul  to  a  state  of  sin.  Third,  that  there  was  a  great 
mystery  in  numbers,  particularly  ii^  the  number  seven  f 

each  other,  and  both  joined  against  Christ.  Thtidlj,  why  might  tbey 
not  be  passed  over  in  silence  in  the  New  Testament  (espedaXLj  con- 
taining themselves  qnietly  without  contradiction  of  others),  as  the 
Rechooites  in  the  Old  Testament,  of  whom  there  is  mention  only  once, 
and  that  obliquely,  although  their  order  continued  about  three  hundred 
years  before  tiiiia  testimony  was  given  of  them  by  the  prophet  Jeremy : 
for  between  John  (with  whom  «jonaddb  was  ooetanean)  and  Zedekia, 
chronologers  observe  the  distance  of  many  years.  Lastly,  though 
the  name  of  Essenes  be  not  found  in  Scripture,  yet  we  shall  find  m 
St.  Paul's  Epistles  many  things  reproved,  which  were  taught  in  the 
school  of  the  Essenes :  of  this  nature  was  that  advice  given  to 
Timothy,  (1  Tim.  v.,  23).  Drink  no  longer  water,  but  use  a  little 
wine.  Again,  (1  Tim.  iv.,  3).  Forbidding  to  marry,  and  command- 
ing to  abstain  from  meats,  is  a  doctrine  of  deviU— but  especially 
Coloss.  2d,  in  many  passages  the  apostle  seemeth  to  point  directly  at 
them :  Let  no  man  condemn  you  m  meat  and  drink,  (ver.  16).  Let 
no  man  bear  rule  over  you,  by  humbleness  of  mind,  and  worshipping 
of  angels,  (ver.  18,)  to  ooyficcnieo&e,  why  are  ye  subject  to  ordinances, 
(ver.  20).  The  apostle  useth  the  word  doy/uara,  which  was  applied 
by  the  Essenes  to  denote  the  ordinances,  aphorisms,  or  constitutions. 
In  the  verse  following  he  gives  an  instance  of  some  particulars :  Touch 
not,  taste  not,  handle  not,  (ver.  21^.  Now  the  jumor  company  of  the 
Essenes  might  not  touch  their  semors :  and,  in  their  diet,  their  taste 
was  limited  to  bread,  salt,  water  and  hyssop :  and  these  ordinances 
they  undertook,  Sta  nod'op  oo^uie,  saith  Philo,  for  the  love  of  wisdom ; 
but  the  apostie  condudeth,  (ver.  23,)  that  these  things  had  only 
Xovov  ao^iag,  a  show  of  wisdom.  And  whereas  Philo  termed  the 
religion  of  the  Essenes  by  the  name  of  &$^4xsteut,  which  word  signifieth 
reli^ous  worship,  the  apostle  termeth  in  the  same  verse  e&elo&^oxsicBy^ 
▼olimtary  religion,  or  will- worship :  yea,  where  he  termeth  taeir  doc- 
trine 7tm(fw  ^doafuey,  a  kind  of  philosophy  received  from  their 
forefathers  by  tradition,  St.  Paul  biddeth  them  beware  of  philosophy, 
(ver.  8)."    (Godwyn'B  Moses  and  Aaron.) 

*  In  the  History  of  Initiation,  mew  edit,  p.  165,  will  be  found  a 
copious  dissertation  on  the  origin,  design,  and  universal  application 
of  tfaiB  saored  number. — ^Editor* 
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they  therefore  attributed  a  natural  holiness  to  the  seventh 
or  sabbath-day,  which  they  observed  more  strictly  than 
the  other  Jews.  They  spent  their  time  most  in  contem- 
plation, and  abstained  nrom  every  gratification  of  the 
senses*  The  Essenes  introduced  tneir  maxims  into  the 
Christian  church ;  and  it  is  alleged  by  the  learned,  that 
St.  Paul,  in  his  epistles  to  the  Ephesians  and  Colossians, 
particularly  censures  the  tenets  of  this  sect. 

Of  these  Essenes  there  were  two  sorts;  some  were 
Theoricks,  giving  themselves  whoUv  to  speculation; 
others  Practicks,  laborious  and  painful  in  the  daily  exer- 
cise of  those  arts  or  manufactures  in  which  they  were 
most  siulful.  Of  the  latter  Philo  treated  in  his  book, 
intituled,  "  Quod  omnis  Vir  Probus : "  of  the  former,  in 
the  book  following,  intituled,  "  De  Vita  Contemplativa." 

The  Essenes  were  denied  access  to  the  Temple. 

The  Practicks  and  Theoricks  both  agreed  in  their 
aphorisms  or  ordinances;  but  in  certain  circumstances 
they  diilered.  The  Practicks  dwelt  in  the  cities;  the 
Theoricks  shunned  the  cities,  and  dwelt  in  gardens  and 
solitary  villages.'  The  Practicks  spent  the  day  in  manual 
crafts,  keeping  of  sheep,  looking  to  bees,  tilling  of  ground, 
&c.,  they  were  artificers.  The  Theoricks  spent  the  day 
in  meditation  and  prayer;  whence  they  were,  from  a 
kind  of  excellency,  by  Phile  termed  supplicants.  The 
Practicks  had  every  day  their  dinner  and  supper  allowed 
them  ;  the  Theoricks  only  their  supper.  The  Practicks 
had  for  their  commons  every  one  his  dish  of  water-gruel 
and  bread ;  the  Theoricks  only  bread  and  salt :  if  any 
were  of  a  more  delicate  palate  than  others,  to  him  it  was 
permitted  to  eat  hyssop ;  their  driok  for  both  was  com- 
mon water. 

Sonje  are  of  opinion  that  these  Theoricks  were  Chris- 
tian monks ;  but  the  contrary  appeareth  for  these  reasons. 
In  the  whole  book  of  Philo,  concerning  the  Theoricks, 
there  is  no  mention  either  of  Christ  or  Christians,  of  the 
Evangelists  or  Apostles.  The  Theoricks,  in  that  book 
of  Philo*s,  are  not  any  new  sect  of  late  beginning,  as  the 
Christians  at  that  time  were,  as  is  clearly  evinced  by 
Philo's  own  words,  in  calling  the  doctrine  of  the-Essenes 
Ttar^iap  ^tXoaoftav,  a  philosophy  derived  unto  them  by 
tradition  from  their  forefathers. 

In  Gi-ncian  antiquity,  we  find  a  festival  *celebrated  in 
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honour  of  Ceres,^  at  fileusis,  a  town  of  Attica,  where  the 
AthemanSy  with  great  pomp  and  many  ceremonies,  at- 

*  **'  It  was  th6  most  celebrated  and  mysterious  solemnity  of  an^  in 
Greece ;  whence  it  is  often  called  by  wajof  eminence,  the  Mysteries ; 
and  so  snperstitiotisly  carefol  were  they  to  conceal  the  sacred  rites, 
that  if  any  person  dirulged  pny  of  them,  he  was  thought  to  have 
called  down  some  diyine  judgment  upon  his  head,  a^d  it  was  accounted 
unsafe  to  abide  in  the  same  house  with  him;  wherefore  he  was 
apprehended  as  a  public  offender,  and  suffered  death.  Such  dso  was 
toe  seGiecy  of  these  rites,  that  if  any  person,  who  was  not  lawfully 
initiated,  aid  but  out  of  ignorance  or  mistake  chance  to  be  present  it 
the  mysterious  rites,  he  was  put  to  death.  The  neglect  oi  initiation 
was  looked  upon  as  a  crime  ot  a  very  heinous  nature ;  insomuch,  that 
it  was  one  part  of  the  accusation  for  which  Socrates  was  condemned 
to  death.  Persons  convicted  of  witchcraft,  or  any  other  heinous 
crime,  or  had  committed  murder,  though  involuntary,  were  debarred 
from  these  mysteries.  In  later  times,  certain  institutions  called  the 
lesser  mysteries,  were  used  as  preparative  to  the  greater;  for  no 
persons  were  initiated  in  the  greater,  unless  they  had  been  purified  at 
the  lesser.  The  persons  who  were  to  be  admitted  to  the  greater 
mysteries  made  their  sacrifice  a  year  after  purification,  the  secret 
rites  of  which  (some  few  excepted,  to  which  only  priests  were  con- 
scious) were  frankly  revealed  to  them.  The  manner  of  initiation 
was  thus :  the  candidates,  being  crowned  with  myrtle,  had  admittance 
by  night  into  a  place  called  Afvortxog  arpfoSi  t.  e.,  the  mystical  temple, 
which  was  an  edifice  so  vast  and  capacious,  that  the  most  ample 
theatre, did  scarce  exceed  it.  At  their  entrance,  tiiey  purified  them- 
selves by  washing  their  hands  in  holy  water,  and  at  the  same  time 
were  admonished  to  present  themselves  with  minds  pure  and  undefilod, 
without  which  the  external  cleanness  of  the  body  would  by  no  means 
be  accepted.  After  this  the  holy  mysteries  were  read  to  them  out  of 
a  book  called  Hereof ^a,  which  word  is  derived  from  Tter^a,  a  stone ; 
because  the  book  was  nothing  else  but  two  stones  fitly  cemented 
together.  Then  th^  priest  that  initiated  them,  called  le^oyarrr^gt 
proposed  certain  questions,  to  which  they  returned  answers  in  a  set 
form,  as  may  be  seen  in  Meursius's  Treatise  on  this  festival.  This 
done,  strange  and  amazing  objects  presented  themselves :  sometimea 
the  place  tney  were  in  seemed  to  shake  round  them,  sometimes 
appeared  bright  and  resplendent  with  light  and  radiant  fire ;  and  then 
again  covert  with  black  darkness  and  horror ;  sometimes  thunder 
and  Hghtning,  sometimes  frightfid  noises  and  bellowings,  sometimes 
terrible  apparitions  astonished  the  trembling  spectators.  The  gar- 
ments in  which  they  were  initiated  were  accounted  sacred,  and  of  no 
less  efficacy  to  avert  evils  than  (Charms  and  incantations.  The  chief 
person  that  attended  at  the  initiation  was  called  Hierophantes,  i.  a 
revealer  of  holy  things.  The  Hierophant  had  three  assistants,  the 
first  of  which  was  called,  ftom  his  office,  the  torch-bearer;  the  second 
was  called  the  crier;  the  third  ministered  at  the  altar,  and  for  that 
reason  was  named  O  erct  Bofim,  Hierophantes  is  said  to  have  been 
a  type  of  the  great  Creator  of  aU  things, — ^Daduchus,  of  the  Sun ; 
Ceruz,  of  Mercury ;  and  (Epiboma,  of  the  Moon." 
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tended  the  mystic  rites.^  Historians  tell  us,  that  Uieae 
rites  were  a  mystic  representation  of  what  the  mytholo* 
gists  taught  of  that  goddess ;  and  were  of  so  sacred  s 
nature,  that  no  less  than  death  was  the  penalty  of  dis- 
covery. 

There  was  another  festival  celebrated  by  the  GFreeks  at 
Platasa,  in  honour  of  Jupiter  Eleutherius.  The  assembly 
was  composed  of  delegates  from  almost  all  the  cities  of 
Greece ;  and  the  rites  which  were  instituted  in  honour  of 
Jupiter,  as  the  guardian  of  liberty,  were  performed  with 
the  utmost  magnificence  and  solemn  pomp. 

In  Balsara,  and  along  the  banks  of  Jordan,  a  sect  of 
Christians  are  known,  who  call  themselves  Christians  of 
St.  John ;  but,  as  they  profess  no  knowledge  of  the  union 
of  the  third  person  in  the  Trinity,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
no  part  of  our  profession  was  derived  from  them*  Their 
ceremonies  and  mysteries  are  founded  on  traditions,  and 
they  permit  no  canonical  book  to  be  received  amongst 
them. 

In  the  institution  of  the  orders  of  knighthood  the  eyes 
of  the  founder  were  fixed  on  various  religious  ceremonies, 
*  being  the  general  mode  of  ancient  times.  Knights  of 
the  Bath  had  their  hair  cut  and  beards  shaven,  were  shut 
up  in  the  chapel  alone  all  night  preceding  their  initiation, 
there  to  spend  the  solemn  hours  in  fasting,  meditation, 
and  prayer:  they  ofiered  their  sword  at  the  altar,  as 
devotees  to  the  will  of  Heaven,  and  assumed  a  motto, 
expressive  of  their  vow,  "Tres  in  Uno,"  meaning  the 
unity  of  the  three  thelogical  virtues.*  Various  orders  of 
knights  wear  a  cross  on  their  cloaks :  those  of  the  order 
of  Christ  in  Livonia,  instituted  in  1206,  wore  this  ensign, 
and  were  denominated  Brothers  of  the  Sword ;  and  those 
of  the  order  of  the  Holy  Ghost  wear  a  golden  cross. 

An  ancient  writing,  which  is  preserved  amongst'Masons 
with  great  veneration,^  requires  my  attention  in  this  place, 

*  See  the  Historj  of  Initiation,  lect.  vi.,  for  a  copious  account  of 
these  ceremonies. 

^  Perhaps  it  had  a  more  sublime  reference ;  for  every  candidate 
for  knighthood  was  received  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  In 
nomine  S.  S.  Trinitatis,  Patris,  Filii,  et  Spiritus  Sanoti  (et  beate 
Marias,  et  Omnium  Sanctorum),  te  recipio  et  do  tibi  habitom  Templi.*' 
This  was  the  formulary. — Editor. 

*  Appendix,  M. 
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as  it  dificoYers  to  tm  what  the  ancient  Masons  regarded 
as  the  foundation  of  our  profession.  TMs  writing  is  said 
to  have  come  from  the  nand  of  King  Henry  the  Sixths 
who  began  his  rei^  in  1422:  it  is  in  the  form  of  an 
inquisition  for  a  discovery  of  the  nature  of  Masonry. 
From  this  ancient  record  we  are  told,  **  that  the  mystery 
of  Masonry  is  a  knowledge  of  nature  and  its  operations. 
That  this  science  arose  in  the  East."'  From  the  East, 
it  is  well  known,  learning  first  extended  itself  into  the 
western  world,  and  advanced  into  Europe.  The  East " 
was  an  expression  used  by  the  ancients  to  imply  Christ : 
in  this  sense  we  find  Ararohi  used  in  the  Prophets.  That 
the  Phoenicians  first  introduced  this  science."  That  Pv- 
thagoras  journeyed  into  Egypt  and  Syria,  aq4  brought 
with  him  these  mysteries  into  Greece."^ 

^  And  beliold  the  glory  of  the  Grod  of  Israel  oame  from  the  £a8t: 
and  his  voice  was  like  the  noise  of  many  waters,  and  the  earth  shined 
with  his  glory.  The  East  gate  fhall  be  shnt,  it  shall  not  be  opened, 
and  no  mita  shall  enter  in  by  it,  becanse  the  glory  of  the  Gk>d  oi  Israel 
hath  entered  in  by  it,  therefore  it  shall  be  shut.  It  is  for  the  Prinoe. 
The  Prince,  he  shall  sit  in  it  to  eat  bread  before  the  Lord."  (Ezek. 
xUii.,  2;  xliv.,  2,  3.)  The  propriety  of  onr  references  to  the  East,  is 
diacttsaed  at  some  length  in  the    Star  in  the  East,"  p.  150. 

^  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  great  antiquaries,  that  the  Druids  were 
establisbed  in  Britain  before  they  gained  any  footing  in  Gaol ;  to 
qoote  the  authorities  for  this  would  render  my  work  too  prolix.  To 
anew  how  early  the  maxims  and  principles  of  the  eastern  nations  may 
be  communicated  to  this  land,  I  must  mention  some  observations  of 
learned  men.  Arthur  Agard,  depu^  chamberlain  of  the  exchequer, 
1570,  {vide  Bibl.  Cotton.  Faustina,  E.  V.)  speakinff  of  the  admeasun?- 
ment  of  lands  in  this  country,  says,  Our  nation  having  their  origin 
from  the  Tyrians,  brought  from  thence  the  same  order  as  was  observed 
in  that  countrjr ;  our  lands  were  measured  by  h]6es,  the  etymology 
whereof  is  derived  from  Dido's  act,  mentioned  in  YiigOi  ue  word 
hyda  not  being  to  be  found  in  any  other  language  but  ours.'*  It  ia 
the  opinion  of  the  learned  Dr.  Stukely,  that  there  is  no  doubt  our 
first  ancestors  were  of  the  proeeny  of  Abraham,  in  the  Arabian  line, 
by  Hagar  and  Ketorah,  the  Ishm^lUes  and  Midianites  who  came 
hidier  with  the  Tyrian  Hercules  to  seek  for  tin."  After  naming  many 
evidences  and  authorities  to  support  this  assertion,  he  adds,  And 
these  matters  mutually  prove  one  another,  both  that  they  came  hither 
b^  sea  from  the  coast  of  Phcenioia,  and  they  brought  the  arts  men- 
tioned with  them  from  the  East.'*  Admitting  that  there  is  merely  a 
pxobabilily  in  these  opinions,  it  will  follow,  that  from  thence  the 


religious  rites, — the  sacred  groves,  the  tmhewn  altars,  the  stone 
pillara,  the  oonseorated  circles,  emblematical  of  etemi^,  were  adopted 
from  the  manners  of  the  Hebrews  and  the  eastern  nations. 
•  Appendix,  N. 
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It  is  known  to  all  the  learned  that  Pythagoras  travelled 
into  Egypt,^^  and  was  initiated  there  into  several  different 
ordem  of  priests,  who  in  those  days  kept  all  their  learmnf 


theorem  a  secret,  and  admitted  only  such  to  the  know* 
ledge  of  them  as  had  first  undergone  a  five  years'  silence. 
He  is  supposed  to  be  the  inventor  of  the  47th  propositioD 
of  Euclid/^  for  which,  in  the  joy  of  his  heart,  it  is  said 

^*  The  wisdom  and  learning  of  Pythagoras  were  so  far  beyond  the 
age  when  he  floniished,  that  his  bio^phers,  Porphyry  and  lamblidniii 
haye  attributed  to  him  the  possession  of  supernatural  powers.  Thoa, 
they  sayt  he  was  able  to  control  the  most  rayenous  beasts.  He 
fondled  the  Daunian  bear,  which  was  a  terror  to  the  whole  oountiy; 
and,  after  feeding  it  with  bread  and  aooms,  forbade  it  in  future  from 
preying  upon  flesh ;  and  it  obeyed  the  ii^'onotion,  liyiAg  quietly  n 
the  woods,  upon  herbage  and  fruits.  And  when  he  was  at  TarentDm, 
seeing  an  ox  eat  green  beans,  he  desired  the  herdsman  to  forbid  it, 
who  replied  that  ne  did  not  understand  the  language  of  oxen.  Py- 
thagoras then  whispered  in  the  ox's  ear;  on  which  he  left  the  fi^ 
and  neyer  eat  beans  again.  (Porph.  yit.  Pytili.,  num.  23  ;*  lambL,  c. 
13.)--£ditob. 

The  47th  proposition  of  Euclid,  which  is  attributed  to  Pythago- 
ras, is  contained  in  the  first  book,  and  is  as  follows : — 


In  any  right-angled  triangle,  the  square  which  is  describea  upon 
liie  side  subtending  the  ri^t  angle,  is  equal  to  tiie  squares  described 
upon  the  sides  containing  Hie  right  angle." 


secret 
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In  ||eometrieal  solutioins  and  demonstrations  of  quaatitiea,  tins 
proposition  is  of  excellent  use,  and  tiie  eaounple  is  neld  by  ui  ai 
memorial  of  Pythagoras. 
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he  sacrificed  a  hecatomb."  He  knew  the  tme  system 
of  the  world,  leviyed  by  Copernicus. 

The  record  also  says,  that  Pythagoras  formed  a  great 
lodge  at  Crotona,  in  Grecia  Magna,  and  made  many  Ma* 
sons ;  some  of  whom  journeyed  U>'  France,  and  there  made 
Masons;  from  whence,  in  process  of  time,  the  art  passed 
into  England.  From  whence  it  is  to  be  understood,  that 
pupils  of  this  philosopher,  who  had  been  initiated  by 
him,  in  the  Crotonian  school,  in  the  sciences  and  the 
study  of  nature,  which  he  had  acquired  in  his  travels, 
dispersed  themselves,  and  tauffht  the  doctrine  of  their 
preceptor.^  The  same  record  says,  that  Masons  teach 
mankind  the  arts  of  agriculture,  architecture,  astronomy, 
geometry,  numbers,  music,  poesy,  chemistry,  government, 
wd  religion. 

I  will  next  observe  how  far  this  part  of  the  record  cor- 
responds with  that  which  Pythagoras  taught. 

The  Pythagoric  tetractys^*  were,  a  point,  a  line,  a  sur- 
face, and  a  solid.^  His  philosophical  system,  is  that  in 
which  the  sun  is  supposed  to  rest  in  the  centre  of  our 
system  of  planets,  in  which  the  earth  is  carried  round 
him  annually,  being  the  same  with  the  Copemican.  It 
seems  as  if  this  system  was  professed  by  Masons,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  those  who  held  the  Mosaic  system. 

Among  the  Jews  were  a  set  of  men  who  were  called 
Masorites.  In  Godwyn's  *'  Moses  and  Aaron,"  this  account 
is  given  of  them,  that  their  name  was  derived  from  the 
Hebrew  word  nuuar^  signifying  tradere,  to  deliver,  and 

"  There  is  no  wonder  that  PTthagoias  plumed  himself  on  this 
disooyeiy ;  for  it  contains  a  solution  of  all  mathematical,  mechanical, 
and  philosophical  knowledge,  and  forms  a  key  to  the  doctrine  of 
proportion  of  the  powers  of  quantities,  whether  aridimetical,  geome- 
trical, or  algebraic.  It  may  be  applied  to  construct  figures  of 
duplicate  ratios  to  other  given  figures.  He  called  it  the  Eureka,  to 
denote  its  superior  importance.  And  hence  it  is  delineated  on  the 
jewel  worn  by  the  expert  Master  Mason  who  has  passed  the  chair 
of  his  lodge.— Editor. 

From  hence  it  would  seem  that  our  Druids  redeired  their  origin 
in  Gaul ;  but  antiquaries  of  late  years  haver  been  of  opinion  that  they 
originated  in  Britain. 

n  The  Tetractys  of  Pythagoras  was  in  reality  the  same  as  the 
Jewish  Tetrofframmaton,  or  sacred  name  of  God. — Editor. 

In  the  Theocratic  Philosophy,  leet  vi.,  is  a  copious  dissertation 
on  the  entire  system  of  Pythagoras,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  Freema- 
sonry.— Editor, 
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fftoAor,  a  tradi  tion  delivered  from  haDd  to  hand  to  posterity^ 
without  writing,  as  the  PytbagoreaQS  and  Druids  weare 
wont  to  do." 

Pythagoras  lived  at  Samos,  in  the  reign  of  Tarquin  the 
Proud,  the  last  king  of  the  Romans,  in  the  year  of  Rome 
220 ;  or,  according  to  Livy,  in  the  reign  of  Servios 
Tullius,  in  the  year  of  the  world  3472.  From  hia  extra- 
ordinary desire  of  knowledge,  he  travelled  in  order  to 
enrich  his  mind  with  the  learning  of  the  several  countries 
through  which  he  passed.  He  was  the  first  that  took 
the  name  of  philosopher,  that  is,  a  lover  of  wisdom; 
which  implied  that  he  did  not  ascribe  the  professon  of 
wisdom  to  himself,  but  only  the  desire  of  professing  it" 

^  In  Qodwyn's  Moses  and  Aaron,"  treating  of  the  Eesenes,  w% 
hare  the  following  comparisons  between  their  pnndples  and  1^  max- 
ims of  Pythagoras : — "  Their  dogmata^  their  ordinances  or  constitu- 
tions, did  symbolize  in  many  things  with  Pythagoras,''  therefore  mj 
purpose  is,  first,  to  name  Pythagoras,  and  then  to  proceed  witii  the 
Essenes ;  tibey  follow  thus :  Tne  Pythagoreans  professed  a  com- 
munion of  goods ;  so  did  the  Essenes ;  they  had  one  common  purse, 
or  stock-r-none  richer,  none  poorer,  than  others.  Out  of  this  com- 
mon treasury  every  one  supplied  his  own  wants  without  leave,  and 
administered  to  others ;  only  tiney  might  not  relieve  any  of  their  kindred 
without  leave  from  the  overseers.  They  did  not  buy  or  sell  among 
themselves,  but  each  supplied  the  other's  want  by  a  kind  of  commu- 
tative bartering;  yea,  liberty  was  granted  to  take,  one  from  another, 
what  they  wanted,  without  exchange.  They  performed  offices  of 
service  mutually  one  to  another ;  for  mastership  and  service  cannot 
Stand  with  communion  of  goods.  When  they  travelled,  besides  wea- 
p<ms  of  defence,  they  took  nothing  with  them ;  for  in  whatsoever  dtj 
or  village  they  came,  they  repaired  to  the  fraternity  of  the  Essenes, 
and  were  there  entertained  as  members  of  the  same.  And,  if  we  do 
attentively  read  Josephus,  we  may  observe  that  the  Essenes  of  ereiy 
city  joined  themselves  into  one  common  fraternity  or  college.  Every 
college  had  two  sorts  of  officers — ^treasurers,  who  looked  to  the  com- 
mon stock,  provided  their  diet,  appointed  each  his  task,  and  other 
public  necessaries ;  others,  who  entertained  their  strangers.  2.  Th» 
Pythagoreans  shuimed  pleasures;  so  did  the  Essenes.  To  this 
belonged  their  avoiding  of  oil,  which,  if  they  touched  unawares,  they 
wiped  it  off  presently.  3.  The  Pythagoreans'  garments  were  white; 
so  were  the  Essenes'  white  also — ^modest,  not  costly.  When  once 
they  put  on  a  suit,  they  never  changed  it  tilMt  was  worn  out,  or  tom. 

4.  The  Pythagoreans  forbad  oaths;  so  did  the  Essenes.  Th«y 
thought  him  a  noted  liar  who  could  not  be  believed  without  an  oatt. 

5.  The  Pythagoreans  had  their  elders  in  singular  respect ;  so  had  tiie 
Essenes.  The  body,  or  whole  company  of  the  Essenes,  were  distin- 
guiahed  in  four  ranks  or  orders,  according  to  tlieir  seniority;  and, 
haply,  if  any  of  the  superior  ranks  had  touched  any  of  the  inferior,  he 
thought  himself  polluted  as  if  he  touched  a  heathen.  6.  The  Pythago- 
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His  maximB  of  morality  were  admirable,  for  he  was  for 
having  the  study  of  philosophy  tend  solely  to  elevate 

reaas  drank  water ;  so  did  the  Essenes  water  only — ^wholly  abstaining 
from  wine.  7.  The  Pythagoreans  used  inanimate  sacrifices ;  so  did  the 
Essenes — ^they  sent  gifts  to  the  Temple,  and  did  not  sacrifice,  but 
preferred  the  use  of  their  holy  water  thereto;  for  which  reason  the 
other  Jews  forbade  them  all  access  to  the  Temple.  8.  The  Pythago- 
reans ascribed  all  things  to  fate,  or  destiny ;  so  did  the  Essenes.  In 
tl^ls  aphorism  all  the  three  Jewish  sects  differed  from  each  other ; 
the  Pharisees  ascribed  some  things  to  fate,  and  other  things  to  man's 
free  will ;  the  Essenes  ascribed  all  to  fate ;  the  Saduoees  wholly  denied 
fate,  and  ascribed  all  things  to  man's  free  will.  9.  The  Pythagoreans, 
the  first  five  years,  were  not  permitted  to  speak  in  the  school,  but  were 
initiated  perquinque  annorum  sUenliuiHt  and  not  until  then  suffered  to 
como  into  the  presence  of,  or  sight  of  Pythagoras.  To  this  may  be 
referred  the  Essenes*  silence  at  table.  straighU^  observed,  decern  simul 
sedeiUibus,  i^mo  loquitur  invitis  novem,  Drusms  renders  it,  that  ten 
of  fhem  sitting  together,  none  of  them  spake  without  leave  obtahied 
of  the  nine.  When  they  ^d  speak,  it  was  not  their  custom  to  inter* 
nipt  him  with  words,  but  b|y  nods  of  the  head  or  beckonings,  or 
holding  their  finger,  or  shaking  their  heads,  and  other  such  like  dumb 
tsigns  and  gestares,  to  signify  their  doubtings,  disliking,  or  approving 
the  matter  in  hand.  And  tiie  time  of  silence  among  the  Pythago* 
reans — ^that  it  must  be  five  years — ^may  be  referred  to  the  imitation  of 
the  Essenes ;  for  amon^t  them  none  were  presently  admitted  into 
their  society,  without  fufl  trial  and  four  years'  probation.  The  first 
year  they  received  dolobellum,  a  spade ;  perexoma,  a  pair  of  breeches 
used  in  bathing ;  and  vestem  edham,  a  white  garment  which  the  sect 
affected.  At  this  time  they  had  their  commons  allowed  them,  but 
without,  not  in  the  common  hall.  The  second  year  they  admitted 
them  to  the  participation  of  holy  matters,  and  instructed  them  in  the 
use  of  them.  Two  ^ears  after,  they  admitted  them  in  full  manner, 
making  them  of  their  corporation,  after  they  had  received  an  oath 
truly  to  observe  all  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Essenes.  If  any  broke 
his  oath,  one  hundred  of  them,  being  assembled  together,  expelled 
him ;  upon  which  expulsion  commonly  followed  death  within  a  short 
time ;  for  none,  having  once  entered  this  order,  might  receive  alms 
or  any  meat  from  other ;  and  themselves  would  feed  such  a  one  only 
iHth  distasteful  herbs,  which  wasted  his  body  and  brought  it  very  low. 
SometuneaUhey  would  readmit  such  a  one,  being  brought  near  unto 
death ;  but  commonly  they  suffered  him  to  die  in  that  manner.  10. 
The  Essenes  worshipped  towards  the  sun-rising.  11.  The  Essenes 
bound  themselves,  in  their  oath,  to  preserve  the  name  of  angels ;" 
the  phrase  implying  a  kind  of  worshipping  of  them.  12.  They  were» 
above  all  others,  stnct  in  the  observation  of  the  Sabbath-day ;  on  it 
the^  would  dress  no  meat,  kindle  no  fire,  remove  no  vessels  out  of 
their  place,  no,  nor  ease  nature ;  yea,  they  observed  every  seventh 
week  a  solemn  pentecost ;  seven  pentecosts  every  year."  From  the 
pcea,t  similitude  in  the  principles  of  the  Pytha^reans  and  Essenes, 
It  seems  as  if  they  were  derived  from  one  ongin,  varying  in  some 
few  particulars  suitable  to  the  constitutions  of  the  people ;  and  most 
probably  they  first  sprang  from  the  Egyptian  tenets  and  maxims. 
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man  to  a  resemblance  of  the  Deily.  He  believed  that 
Qod  is  a  soul,  diffused  through  all  Nature,  and  that  from 
him  human  souls  are  derived ;  that  they  are  immortal ; 
and  that  men  need  only  take  pains  to  purge  themselves 
of  their  vices,  in  order  to  be  reunited  to  the  Deity.  He 
made  imity  the  principle  of  all  thin^,  and  believed  that 
between  God  and  man  there  are  various  orders  of  spirit- 
ual beings,  who  are  the  ministers  of  the  Supreme  Will. 
He  condemned  all  images  of  the  Deity,  and  would  have 
him  worshipped  with  as  few  ceremonies  as  possible. 
His  disciples  brouffht  all  their  goods  into  a  common 
stock,  contemned  the  pleasures  of  sense,  abstained  from 
swearing,  eating  nothing  that  had  life,  and  believed  in 
the  doctrine  of  metempsychosis,  or  transmigration  of 
souls. 

Some  eminent  writers  deny  that  Pythti^oras  taught 
that  souls  passed  into  animals.  Beuchiin,  in  particular, 
denies  this  doctrine,  and  maintains  that  the  metempsy- 
chosis of  Pythagoras  implied  nothing  more  than  a  simili- 
tude of  manners  and  desires  formerly  existing  in  some 
person  deceased,  and  now  revived  in  another  alive.  Py- 
thagoras is  said  to  have  borrowed  the  notion  of  metemp- 
sychosis from  the  Egyptians— others  say  from  the  an- 
cient Brachmans. 
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LECTURE  m. 

ON  THB  RITE89  CBREMONIBS,  AND  INSTITUTIONS  OP  THB 
ANCIENTS. 

The  disciples  of  Pythag6ras  were  divided  into  two 
classes ;  the  first  were  simple  hearers,  and  the  last  such 
as  were  allowed  to  propose  their  difficalties,  and  learn 
the  reasons  of  all  that  was  taught.  The  figurative 
manner  in  which  he  gave  instructions  was  borrowed 
from  the  Hebrews,  Egyptians,  and  other  orientals. 

If  we  examine  how  morality,  or  moral  philosophy,  is 
defined,  we  shall  find  that  it  is  a  conformity  to  those 
unalterable  obligations  which  result  from  the  nature  of 
our  existence,  and  the  necessary  relations  of  life ;  whether 
to  God  as  our  Creator,  or  to  man  as  our  fellow-creature ; 
or  it  is  the  doctrine  of  virtue  in  order  to  attain  the 
greatest  happiness- 
Pythagoras  shewed  the  way  to  Socrates,  though  his 
examples  were  very  imperfect,  as  he  deduced  his  rules  of 
morality  from  observations  of  Nature ;  a  degree  of  know- 
ledge which  he  had  acquired  in  his  communion  with  the 

Sriests  of  Egypt.  The  chief  aim  of  Pythagoras'  moral 
octrine  was  to  purge  the  mind  from  the  impurities  of 
the  body,  and  from  the  clouds  of  the  imagination.  His 
morality  seems  to  have  had  more  purity  and  piety  in  it 
than  the  other  systems,  but  less  exactness ;  his  maxims 
being  only  a  bare  explication  of  divine  worship,  of  natu- 
ral honesty,  of  modesty,  integrity,  public  spiritedness, 
and  other  ordinary  duties  of  life.  Socrates  improved  the 
lessons  of  Pythagoras,  and  reduced  his  maxims  into  fixed 
or  certain  principles.  Plato  refined  the  doctrine  of  both 
these  philosophers,  and  carried  each  virtue  to  its  utmost 
height  and  accomplishment,  mixing  tl^  idea  of  the  uni- 
versal principle  of  philosophy  through  the  whole  design. 

The  ancient  Masonic  record  also  says,  that  Masons 
knew  the  way  of  gaining  an  understanding  of  Abrac. 


56 


ON  TH8  BITBS 


On  this  word  all  commentators  (which  I  have  yet  real) 
on  the  subject  of  Masonry  have  confessed  themselves  at 
a  loss.  Abrac,  or  Abracar,  was  a  name  which  Basilides, 
a  religious  of  the  second  century/ gave  to  Q-od,  who  he 
said  was  the  author  of  three  hunm'^  and  sixty-five. 

The  author  of  this  superstition  is  said  to  have  lived  in 
the  time  of  Adrian,  and  that  it  had  its  name  after 
Abrasan,  or  Abraxas,  the  denomination  which  Basilides 
gave  to  the  Deity.  He  called  him  the  Supreme  Gk>d, 
and  ascribed  to  him  seven  subordinate  powers  or  angels, 
who  presided  over  the  heavens :  and  also,  according  to 
the  number  of  days  in  the  year,  he  held  that  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  virtues,  powers,  or  intelligences, 
existed  as  the  emanations  of  God  :^  the  value,  or  numeri- 
cal distinctions,  of  the  letters  in  the  word,  according  to 
the  ancient  Greek  numerals,  make  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five — 

A  B    P   A  X  A 

1  2  100  1  60  1  200=365.' 

With  antiquaries.  Abraxas  is  an  antique  gem  or  stone, 
with  the  words  abraxas  engraven  on  it.  There  are  a 
great  many  kinds  of  them  of  various  figures  and  sizes, 
mostly  as  old  as  the  third  century.  Persons  professing 
the  religious  principles  of  Basilides,  wore  this  gem  with 
great  veneration,  as  an  amulet ;  from  whose  virtues,  and 
the  protection  of  the  deity  to  whom  it  was  consecrated, 
and  with  whose  name  it  was  inscribed,  the  wearer  pre- 
sumed he  derived  health,  prosperity,  and  safety. 

'  Hie  heatiben  idols  were  oonstraoted,  or  perhaps  oonaecratcd  with 
astronomioal  obsenranoes,  if  we  may  believe  Bishop  Synnesias.  He 
sajs,  The  hierophants  who  had  been  initiated  into  the  mysteries 
do  not  permit  the  common  workmen  to  form  idols  or  images  of  tlio 
sods ;  but  they  dasoend  themselves  into  the  sacred  caves,  where  they 
have  concealed  coffers  containing  ctrlain  spheres^  upon  which  they 
constract  those  images  secretly,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  tlie 
people,  who  despise  simple  and  natural  things^  and  wish  for  prodigien 
and  fables."— Emtob. 

*  The  solar  deity  of  the  Droidst  worshipped  under  the  name  of 
Belenos,  produces  the  same  result,  to  represent  the  time  occiq>ied  by 
the  annnal  course  of  the  sun.    For  this  purpose  it  is  written  thus-- 

B  H  A  £  N  O  2. 

2  8  90  5  50  70  200»a65.— Editoa. 
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In  the  British  Maseum  is  a  beryl  stone,  of  the  form  of 
an  egg.   The  head  is  in  cameo»  the  reverse  in  taglio. 


The  head  is  supposed  to  represent  the  image  of  the 
Creator,  imder  uie  denomination  i>f  Jupiter  Ammon.^ 


*  Jupiter  AmmoD,  a  name  given  to  tbe  Supreme  Deity,  and  who 
was  worshipped  under  the  symbol  of  the  Sun.  He  was  painted  ifith 
horns,  because  with  the  astronomers  the  sign  Aries  in  the  zodiac  is 
the  beginning  of  the  year :  when  the  sun  enters  into  the  house  of 
Aries,  he  commences  his  annual  course.  Heat,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue 
Hammah,  in  the  prophet  Isaiah  Hammamin,  is  given  as  a  name  of 
such  images.  The  error  of  depicting  him  with  horns  grew  from  the 
doubtfol  signification  of  the  Hebrew  word,  which  at  once  expresses 
heat,  splendor,  or  brightness,  and  also  horns.  The  Sun  was  also 
worshipped  by  the  House  of  Judah,  under  the  name  of  Tamoz ;  for 
Tamuz,  saith  Hierom,  was  Adonis,  and  Adonis  is  ^nerall^  inter- 
preted the  Sun,  from  the  Hebrew  word  Adon,  signifying  dommus,  the 
same  as  Baal  or  Moloch  formerly  did,  the  lord  or  prince  of  the  pla- 
nets. The  month  which  we  call  June  was  by  the  Hebrews  called 
Tamuz ;  and  ihe  entrance  of  the  sun  into  the  sign  Cancer  was  in  the 
Jews'  astronomy  termed  Tekupha  Tamuz,  the  revolution  of  Tamuz. 
About  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  the  Jews  held  it  unlawful  to  pronounce 
that  essential  name  of  God  Jehovah,  and  instead  thereof  read  Adonai, 
to  prevent  the  heathen  Uasphemin^  that  holy  name,  by  the  adoption 
of  the  name  of  Jove,  6co.,  to  the  idols.  Concerning  Adonis,  whom 
some  ancient  authors  call  Osiris,  there  are  two  things  remarkable, 
a^tana/uog,  the  death  or  loss  of  Adonis,  and  ev^taig,  the  finding  him 
again :  as  there  was  great  lamentation  at  his  loss,  so  was  there  great 
joy  at  his  finding.  By  the  death  or  loss  of  Adonis,  we  are  to  under- 
stand the  departure  of  the  Sun ;  by  his  finding  again,  the  return  of 
that  luminary.  Now  he  seemeth  to  depart  twice  in  the  year ;  first 
when  he  is  in  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  in  the  farthest  degree  northward ; 
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The  sun  and  moon  on  the  reverse,  the  Osiris  and  Imb*  of 
the  Egyptians;  and  were  used  hieroglyphically  to  rep* 
resent  the  omnipotence,  omnipresence,  and  eternity  of 
God.   The  star^  seems  to  be  used  as  a  point  only,  but 

and,  Beoondlj,  when  he  is  in  the  tropic  of  Caprioorn,  in  the  farthest 
degree  eouthward.  Hence  we  may  note,  that  the  Egyptians  cele- 
brated their  Adonia  in  the  month  of  November,  when  the  sun  began  to 
be  farthest  southward,  and  the  house  of  Judah  theirs  in  the  month  of 
June,  when  the  sun  was  farthest  northward ;  yet  both  were  for  the 
same  reasons.  Some  authors  saj,  that  this  lamentation  was  per- 
formed over  an  image  in  the  night  season ;  and  when  they  had  suffi- 
ciently lamented,  a  candle  was  brought  into  the  room,  which  cerem<nir 
might  mjrstically  denote  the  return  of  the  sun ;  then  the  priest,  witti 
a  soft  voice,  muttered  this  form  of  words,  ^  Trust  ye  in  God,  for  out 
of  pains  salvation  is  come  unto  us*'  **  (Godwvn's  Moses  and  Aaron, 
p.  149.) 

*  The  Marquis  Spineto,  in  his  Lectures  on  Hieroglyphics,  (iv.  139,) 
is  equally  plom  and  express.  "  The  circumstances,*'  says  he,  "  re- 
corded in  the  lives  of  Isis  and  Osiris,  and  the  ceremonies  which 
accompanied  the  masteries,  had  an  analogy  to  events,  the  memoiyof 
which  they  were  onffinally  intended  to  perpetuate.^  These  wcre^  the 
creation  of  the  world;  the  fall  of  man ;  the  destruction  of  mankind  br 
the  flood ;  the  preservation  of  Noah  and  his  family ;  ^e  unity  of 
God,  and  the  promise  he  made  to  that  patriarch,  and  consequentljr 
the  necessity  of  abjuring  the  worship  or  idols,  which  properly  con- 
stituted the  end  of  the  mysteries,  and  obtuned  for  them  the  name  of 
Regeneration;  and  for  &e  initiated  the  proud  appellation  of  the 
regenerated."— Editor. 

^  Our  next  inquiry  is,  what  idol  was  meant  by  Chiun  and  Rem- 
phan,  otherwise,  m  ancient  copieSf  called  Repham.  By  Chiun  we 
are  to  understand  Hercules,  who,  in  the  £gyptian  language,  was 
called  Chon.  By  Repham,  we  are  to  understand  the  same  Hercules; 
for  Rephaim,  in  holy  tongue,  signifieth  giant.  By  Hercules,  we  maj 
understand  the  planet  of  the  sun.  There  are  etymologists  that 
derive  Hercules'  name  from  the  Hebrew  Hiercol,  UluminavU  mmda: 
the  Greek  etymology  ij^ag  tdsoe,  aeris  gloria^  holds  correspondency 
with  the  Hebrew,  and  both  signify  that  universal  lisht  which  flowem 
from  the  sun,  as  water  from  a  fountain.  Porphyry  interpreted 
Hercules'  twelve  labours,  so  offen  mentioned  by  tiie  poets,  to  be 
nothing  else  but  the  twelve  signs  of  the  2odiao,  through  which  the 
sun  passes  yearly.  But  some  may  question  whether  the  name  of 
Hercules  was  ever  known  to  the  Jews  ?  It  is  probable  it  was ;  for 
Hercules  was  a  god  of  the  Tyrians,  from  whom  the  Jews  learned 
much  idolatry,  as  being  their  near  neighbours.  It  is  apparent,  that 
in  the  time  of  the  Maccabees  the  name  was  commonly  known  «ito 
them;  for  Jason  the  hiffh  priest  sent  three  hundred  drachmas  of 
silver  to  the  sacrifice  of  Hercules,  (2  Mao.  iv.,  19).  The  Star  of 
Remphan  is  thought  to  be  the  star  which  was  painted  in  the  forehead 
of  Moloch;  neither  was  it  unusual  for  the  heathen  to  paint  their  idob 
with  such  symboUca  additamenta,**  (Godwyn's  Moses  and  Aaron,  p. 
148.)   The  Egyptian  Apis  was  to  bear  such  a  mark 
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is  an  emolem  of  Prudence,  the  third  emanation  of  the 
Basilidian  divine  person*  The  scorpion,*  in  hieroglyphics, 
represented  malice  and  wicked  subtle^,  and  the  serpent,^ 
an  heretic the  implication  whereof  seems  to  be,  that 
heresy,  the  subtleties  and  vices  of  infidels,  and  the 
devotees  of  Satan,  were  subdued  by  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God.  The  inscription  I  own  myself  at  a  loss  to 
decypher ;  the  characters  are  imperfect,  or  ill-copied.* 
The  Moofij  with  divines,  is  an  hieroglyphic  of  the 


1  own  my  self  doubtful  of  the  implication  of  these  hieroglyphics. 
I  am  indined  to  believe  the  whole  of  them  implied  the  tenets  of  the 
Egyptian  philosophy ;  that  the  scorpion  represents  Egypt,  being  her 
numg  sign  in  the  aodiao;  and  that  tne  serpent  represents  a  religious 
tenet.  The  learned  Mr.  Bryant  proves  to  us,  tnat  it  was  adopted 
among  the  ancients,  as  the  most  suored  and  salutary  symbol,  and  ren- 
dered a  chief  object  of  adoration ;  insomuch,  that  the  worship  of  the 
serpent  prevailea  so,  that  many  places  as  well  as  people  received  their 
names  from  thence. 

^  In  the  coins  of  Constantine  we  find  the  labarium,  or  banner  of  the 
cross,  surmounted  by  the  sacred  monogram,  erected  on  the  body  of 
a  prostrate  serpent.  A  striking  emblem  of  Christianity  triuihphant 
over  the  ophite  idolatry,  and  a  proof  that  serpent  worship  was  preva- 
lent at  that  period.— Editor. 

*  The  corruptions  flowing  from  the  Egyptian  philosophy,  when 
adapted  to  Christianity,  were  tiiese  >— they  held  that  the  God  of  the 
Jews  was  the  Demiurgus ;  that  to  overthrow  and  subvert  the  power 
and  dominion  of  this  Demiorgus,  Jesus,  one  of  the  celestial  ^ons, 
was  sent  by  the.  Supreme  &ing  to  enter  into  the  body  of  the 
man  Christ,  in  the  shape  of  a  dove :  that  Christ,  by  his  miracles  and 
sufferings,  subverted  the  kingdom  of  the  Demiureus ;  but  when  he 
came  to  su£Eer,  the  Mon  Jesus  carried  along  with  him  the  soul  of 
Christ,  and  left  behind  upon  the  cross  only  his  body  and  animal 
spirit:  that  the  serpent  who  deceived  Eve  ought  to  be  honoured  for 
endeavonrine  to  rescue  men  from  their  slavery  to  the  Demiurgus.** 
(Key  to  the  New  Testament,  p.  29.) 

*  1  have  obtained  two  constructions  of  the  inscriptions  on  the  Abraz. 
The  one  is,  '*the  earth  shall  praise  thee,  1305,"  purporting  the  date 
of  the  sculpture.  This  date  can  have  no  relation  to  the  Christian 
era;  Basilides  existed  in  the  earliest  age  of  Christianity,  uud  the 
insignia  witii  which  the  gem  is  engraven  have  relation,  moi^t  evidently, 
to  me  Egyptian  philosophy ;  Wluch  renders  it  probable  this  antique 
owes  its  creation  to  very  remote  ages.  The  other  construction, 
wiflbout  noticing  the  numeral,  is,  Terra  dedarat  laudem  magniji' 
cientiammie  iuam,**  Both  these  gentiemen  say  the  characters  are 
very  rude  and  imperfect  As  to  the  numerals,  computing  the  date 
£rom  tiie  deluge,  it  will  relate  to  that  remarkable  era  of  David's  con- 
quest of  Jerusalem,  and  settling  the  empire  and  royal  seat  there.  The 
descendants  of  Ham  would  probably  take  their  date  from  the  depart* 
ore  of  Noah*B  sons  from  the  ark. 
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Christian  Churckj  who  compared  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Sm^ 
and  the  church  to  the  Moouj^^  as  receiving  all  its  beauty 
and  splendour  from  him. 

In  church  history,  Abrax  is  noted  as  a  mystical  term, 
expressing  the  Supreme  God;  under  whom  the  Basili- 
deans  supposed  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dependent 
deities:'^  it  was  the  principle  of  the  gnostic  hierarchy; 
whence  sprang  their  multitudes  of  Thaeons.  From 
Abraxas  proceeded  their  primogaenial  mind;  from  the 
primogaeuial  mind,  the  logos  or  word;  from  the  logos, 
the  phronaesis,  or  prudence ;  from  phronaesis,  sophia,  and 
dynamis,  or  wisdom  and  strength ;  and  from  these  two 
proceeded  principalities,  powers,  and  angels;  and  from 
these,  other  angels,  of  the  number  of  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five,  who  were  supposed  to  have  the  government  of 
so  many  celestial  orbs  comniitted  to  their  care.  The 
Onostics'^  were  a  sect  of  Christians  having  particular 

In  the  Jewish  eoonomy  the  moon  was  compared  to  the  kingdom 
of  David ;  and,  according  to  the  Rabbins,  infers  that  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  moon  increases  for  15  days,  and  then  decreases  for 
15,  so  was  Israel  enlightened  in  an  increasing  manner  for  15  ^nera- 
lions,  reckoning  from  Abraham  to  Solomon,  m  whose  reign  this  light 
was  at  the  full ;  and  from  him,  like  the  moon,  it  waned  for  15  genera- 
tions, to  Zedekiah,  with  whom  the  lamp  of  Israel  may  be  said  to  hare 
boen  extinguished. — EnrroR. 

The  Egyptian  Hercules  has  the  credit  of  having  first  found  out 
the  exact  number  of  days  m  which  the  earth  performs  her  annual 
revolution ;  and  accordingl^r  added  5  days  to  the  960,  which  former 
calendars  erroneously  contained.  For  tnis  service,  his  countrymen 
erected  statues  to  his  honour,  under  the  appellation  of  Hercules 
Salvator. — Editor. 

**  Of  the  Gentiles  who  were  converted  to  Christianity,  the  most 
dangerous  and  pernicious  kind  was  those  who  were  infected  with  the 
Egyptian  philosophy;  a  system,  as  it  was  then  taught,  entirely 
chimerical  and  absurd.  The  Christians  of  this  sort  assumed  to  them- 
selves the  name  of  Gnostics;  a  word  of  Greek  extraction,  implymg 
in  it  a  knowledge  of  things  much  superior  to  that  of  other  men.  This 
word  doth  not  occur  in  the  New  Testament ;  but  the  Nicolaitans, 
made  mention  of  in  the  apocalypse  of  St.  John,  seem  to  have  been  of 
the  gnostic  sect ;  and  most  of  the  errors  maintained  by  Cerinthus, 
and  opposed  in  the  gospel  of  St.  John,  may  be  derived  from  the 
same  source.  When  we  say  the  gentile  converts  were  chiefly  liable 
to  the  Gnostic  infection,  we  must  not  be  understood  to  exclude  those 
of  the  Jewish  race,  many  of  whom  were  tainted  with  it,  but  they 
seem  to  have  derived  it  nom  the  Essenes.  The  maintainors  of  the 
Egyptian  philosophy  held,  that  the  Supreme  Being,  though  infinitely 
peneot  and  Iteppy,  was  not  the  creator  of  the  universe,  nor  the  only 
Independent  Bemg ;  for,  according  to  them,  matter  too  was  eternal. 
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tenets  of  fidth;  they  assnmed  their  name  to  express  that 
new  knowledge  and  extraordinary  light  to  which  they 
made  pretensions;  the  word  gnostic  implying  tan  en- 
lightened person* 

The  gnostic  heresy,  here  pointed  out,  represents  to  us 
the  degrees  of  ethereal  persons  or  emanations  of  the 
Deity.  This  leads  me  to  consider  the  hierarchy  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  its  greatest  antiquity,  which,  in  the 
most  remote  times,  as  a  society,  consisted  of  several 
orders  of  men,  viz.,  rulers,  believers,  and  catechumens: 
the  rulers  were  bishops,  priests,  and  dfeacons;  the 
believers  were  perfect  Christian^^  and  the  catechumens 
imperfect. 

Catechumens  were  candidates  for  baptism.  Thej 
were  admitted  to  the  state  of  catechumen  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  hands,  and  the  sign  of  the  cross.  Theirr  intro- 
duction to  baptism  was  thus  singular;  some  days  before 
their  admission,  they  went  veiled ;  and  it  was  customary 
to  touch  their  ears,  saying,  <'be  opened;*'  and  also  to 
anoint  their  eyes  with  clay:  both  ceremonies  being  in 
imitation  of  our  Saviour^s  practice,  and  intended  to 
shadow  out  to  the  candidates  their  ignorance  and  blind- 
ness before  their  initiation.    They  continued  in  a  state 

The  Sapreioe  Being,  who  resides  in  the  immensity  of  space,  which 
they  caU  Pleroma,  or  fuhiess,  prodaced  from  himself,  saj  they,  other 
immortal  and  spiritual  natures,  styled  by  them  ^ons,  who  filled  tlie 
residence  of  the  Deity  with  beings  similar  to  themselves.  Of  these 
beings,  some  were  placed  in  the  higher  regions,  others  in  the 
lower.  Those  in  the  lower  regions  were  nighest  to  the  place  of 
matter  which  originally  was  an  inert  and  formless  mass,  till  one 
of  them,  without  any  commission  from  the  Deity,  and  merely 
to  show  his  own  dexterity,  reduced  it  into  form  and  order,  and 
enlivened  some  parts  of  it  with  animal  spirit.  The  being  who 
achieyed  all  this  they  called  the  Deminrgus,  the  operator,  artificer, 
or  workman ;  but  such  was  the  perverseness  of  matter,  that  when 
brought  into  form,  it  was  the  source  of  all  evil.  The  Supreme  Being, 
ther^ote,  never  intended  to  have  given  it  a  form,  but  as  that  ha^ 
been  now  done,  he,  in  order  to  prevent  mischief  as  much  as  possible, 
added  to  tiie  animal  spirit  ef  mafty  of  the  enlivened  parts,  rational 
powers.  The  parts  to  whom  rational  powers  were  thus  given,  were 
the  original  parents  of  the  human  race ;  the  other  animated  parts 
were  the  brute  creation.  Unluckily,  however,  the  interposition  of  the 
Supreme  Being  was  in  vain;  for  the  Demiurgus  grew  so  aspiring, 
tbat  he  seduced  men  from  Iheir  allegiance  to  the  Supreme  Being, 
and  diverted  all  their  devotion  to  himself.'*  (Key  to  the  New  Testa- 
ment, p.  28.) 
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of  catechumen  until  they  proved  their  proficiency  in  the 
catechistic  exercises,  when  they  were  advanced  to  tiie 
second  state,  aa  believers. 

As  the  Druids"  were  a  set  of  religious  peculiar  to 

^'  Tacitus  si^s,  ^*  Among  the  Britons  there  is  to  be  intiieir 
ceremonies  and  superstitious  persuasions,  an  apparent  oonformitj 
with  the  Gauls.*'  Both  nations  had  their  Druidse,  as  both  CaBsar  and 
Tacitus  evidence;  of  whom  Caesar  thus  recordeth:  *^The  Druids 
are  present  at  all  divine  services ;  they  are  the  overseers  of  pubfie 
and  private  sacrifices,  and  the  interpreters  of  religious  rites  and  cere- 
momes.  The^  are  the  preceptors  of  youth,  who  pay  them  tibe 
highest  honor  and  esteem.  They  determine  all  controversies  both 
public  and  private.  In  the  case  of  heinous  offences,  murder,  or  mim- 
slaughter,  they  judge  of  the  matter,  and  give  rewards,  or  decrae 
peniuties  and  punishments.  They  determine  disputes  toudiing 
mhcritance  and  boundaries  of  lands.  If  either  private  person  or 
body  politic  obey  not  their  decree,  they  debar  them  from  religions 
ceremonies  as  excommunicate,  which  is  esteemed  by  this  people  as  a 
grievous  punishment.  Whoever  are  under  this  interdict  are  esteemed 
wicked  and  impious  persons,  and  are  avoided  by  all  men,  bs  fearing 
contagion  from  them ;  they  have  no  benefit  of  the  law,  and  are  inca- 
pacitated from  holding  any  public  office.  Of  the  Druidse  &ere  is  a 
chief,  who  hath  the  greatest  authority  amongst  them ;  at  his  death, 
the  most  excellent  person  amongst  them  is  elected  as  his  successor; 
but,  upon  any  contest,  the  voice  of  the  Druidae  is  required ;  some- 
times the  contest  is  determiixed  by  arms.  They,  at  a  certain  season 
of  the  year,  hold  a  solemn  session  within  a  consecrated  place  in  the 
Marches  of  the  Carmites  (near  Chartres,  in  France) ;  hither  resort, 
as  unto  the  term,  from  all  parts,  all  persons  having  controversies  or 
suits  at  law;  and  the  decree  and  judgment  there  delivered  aie 
religiously  obeyed.  Their  learning  and  profession  is  thought  to  have 
been  first  devised  in  Britain,  and  so  nom  thence  translated  into 
France ;  and,  in  these  days,  they  that  desire  more  competent  leaniiig 
therein  ^  there  for  instruction.  The  Druids  are  free  from  tributes  auS 
service  m  war,  and,  like  these  immunities,  they  are  also  exempt  from 
all  state  impositions.  Many,  excited  by  such  rewards,  resort  to  them 
to  be  instructed.  It  is  reported  that  they  learn  by  heart  man^ 
verses.  They  continue  under  this  disciplme  for  certain  years,  it 
being  unlawful  to  commit  any  of  their  doctrines  to  writing.  Other 
matters  which  they  trust  to  writing  is  written  in  the  Greek  alphabet 
This  order  they  have  established,  I  presume,  for  two  reasons ;  because 
they  would  not  have  their  doctrines  divulged,  nor  their  pupils,  by 
jtrui^tin^  to  their  books,  neglect  the  exercise  of  the  memory.  This 
me  pomt  they  are  principally  anxious  to  inculcate  to  their  scholars, 
/hat  man's  soul  is  immortal,  and,  after  death,  that  it  passeth  from 
one  man  to  another.  They  presume,  by  this  doctrine,  men  will  cm- 
temn  the  fear  of  death,  and  be  steadfast  in  the  exercise  of  yirtna. 
Moreover,  concerning  tiie  stars  and  their  motions,  the  greatness  of 
heaven  and  earth,  the  nature  of  things,  the  power  and  might  of  the 
Eteruiil  Divinity,  they  give  many  precepts  to  their  pupils."  From 
Pliny  we  learn,  **  The  DruidsB,"  for  so  niey  call  their  diviners,  wise 
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Gaul  and  Britain,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  cast  our 
eyes  on  the  ceremonies  they  used ;  their  antiquity  and 
peculiar  station  render  it  probable  some  of  their  rites 
and  institutions  might  be  retained,  in  forming  the  cere- 
monies of  our  sociely.  In  so  modern  an  aera  as  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty,  they  were  reduced  to  a 
regular  body  of  religious  in  France,  and  built  a  college 
in  the  city  of  Orleans.  They  were  heretofore  one  of  the 
two  estates  of  France,  to  whom  were  committed  the 
care  of  providing  sacrifices,  of  prescribing  laws  for 
worship,  and  deciding  controversies  concerning  rights 
and  properties. 

In  the  most  distant  antiquity  in  ancient  Gaul  and 
Britain,  they  were  elected  out  of  the  best  families,  and 
were  held,  both  from  the  honours  of  their  birth  and  ofl&ce, 
in  the  greatest  veneration.  Their  study  wa^  astrology, 
geometry,  natural  history,  politics,  and  geography : " 
they  had  the  administration  of  all  sacred  things,  were 
the  interpreters  of  religion,  and  the  judges  of  all  matters 

men,  and  prieBts,  esteem  nothing  in  the  world  more  sacred  than 
misletoe,  and  the  tree  which  produces  it,  if  it  be  an  oak.  The  priests 
choose  groves  of  the  oak  for  their  divine  service ;  thej  solemnise  no 
sacrifice,  nor  celebrate  any  sacred  ceremonies,  without  the  branches 
and  leaves  of  oak ;  from  whence  they  may  seem  to  clmm  the  name 
of  DryadsB  in  Greek.  Whatsoever  they  find  growing  to  that  tree, 
besides  its  own  proper  prodnce,  they  esteem  it  as  a  gift  sent  from 
heaven,  and  a  sure  sign  that  the  Deity  whom  they  serve  hath  chosen 
that  peculiar  tree.  No  wonder  that  misletoe  is  so  revered,  for  it  is 
scarce  and  difficult  to  be  found ;  but  when  they  do  discover  it,  they 

Sither  it  very  devoutly,  and  with  many  ceremonies.  To  that  end 
e^  obsexve  that  the  moon  be  just  six  days  old,  for,  on  that  day, 
their  months  and  new  years  commence,  and  also  their  several  ages, 
whi(^  have  their  revolutions  every  thirty  years.  They  call  the 
misletoe  all-heal,  for  they  have  an  opinion  that  it  is  an  universal 
remedy  against  all  diseases.  When  they  are  about  to  gather  it,  after 
they  have  duly  prepared  their  sacrifices  and  festivals  under  the  tree, 
they  bring  thither  two  young  bullocks,  milk-white,  whose  horns  are 
then,  and  not  before,  bound  up ;  this  done,  the  priest,  arraved  in  a 
suzplioe  or  white  vesture,  olimbelh  the  tree,  and,  with  a  golden  biU, 
ontteth  off  the  misletoe,  which  those  beneath  receive  in  a  white  doth ; 
they  then  day  ^e  beasts  for  sacrifice,  pronouncing  many  orisons  and 
prayers,  *  that  it  would  please  Gk>d  to  bless  these  his  gifts  to  their  good 
on  whom  he  had  bestowed  them.' " 

^*  I  refer  the  curious  brother  to  the  History  of  Initiation,  lect.  ix., 
where  he  will  find  a  full  account  of  all  the  ceremonies,  discipline,  and 
doctrine,  which  were  used  by  the  Drmds  m  the  practice  of  their 
occalt  mysteries. — ^Editok. 
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indiiTerently.  They  had  a  chief  or  areh-druid  in  eivery 
country.  They  had  the  tutorage  of  youth,  and  taoght 
them  many  verses,  which  they  caused  them  to  learn  by 
heart,  without  the  assistance  of  writing;  in  whicfa 
manner  they  instructed  them  in  the  mysteries  of  their 
religion,  the  sciences,  and  politics.^  At  the  conclusion 
of  each  year  they  held  a  general  festival  and  assembly, 
in  which  they  paid  their  adoration,  and  offered  gifts  to 
the  God  of  Nature,  bringing  with  them  misletoe  and 
branches  of  oaks,  in  mystic  verses,  supplicating  for 
approaching  spring,  and  renewing  the  year.  At  their 
sacrifices,^®  and  in  their  religious  offices,  they  wore  white 

They  studied  astronomy  as  a  sdence,  and  this  led  to  the 
practice  of  judicial  astrology,  the  prounnciation  of  oracles,  and  tha 
prediction  of  future  events  For  mis  purpose,  their  spurious  Fzee< 
masonry  was  a  tremendous  engine  in  the  hands  of  a  learned  and 
politic  priesthood.  Hence  sprang  the  pretensions  to  mugical  arts  and 
divinations,  for  which  practices  the  priests  of  idolatry  attained  great 
celebrity;  and  which,  notwithstanding  all  the  advantages  derived 
from  education  and  science  in  our  own  times,  is  far  from  being  ex- 
tinguished; as  witness  tiie  absurdities  of  palmistry,  phrenology, 
animal  magnetism,  idle  predictions,  and  the  interpretation  of  dreams. 
— Editor. 

I  cannot  cult  the  subject  of  the  Druids'  worship  without  taking 
notice  of  tiie  charge  made  against  them  by  Solinus  and  Dio  Caados, 
that  they  offered  human  victimst  or  men's  flesh,  in  their  sacrifices.*' 
If  we  examine  this  charge  with  candour,  w6  will  not  impate  so  great 
an  offence  agdnst  the  God  of  Nature  and  Humanity  as  appean  at 
first  sight ;  they  were  judges  of  all  matters,  civil  and  religious ;  tiiey 
were  the  executors  of  me  Taw :  as  being  the  ministers  of  Gk>d,  to  them 
was  committed  the  administration  of  justice.  I  shall  admit  tiiat  they 
used  human  sacrifices,  but  those  sacrifices  were  criminals,  o£fenden 
against  society,  obnoxious  to  the  world  for  their  sins,  and  adjudged  to 
be  deserving  of  death  for  their  heinous  wickedness.  The  great  attri- 
bute of  God,  to  which  they  paid  the  most  religious  deference,  was 
justice :  to  the  God  of  Justice  tiiey  offored  up  those  offenders  who 
had  sinned  against  the  laws :  punishments  by  death  were  of  ven^ 
earlv  date,  and  such  punishments  have  never  been  esteemed  a  stigiu 
on  the  states  in  which  they  were  used.  Such  executions,  by  the 
Druids,  were  at  once  designed  as  punishments  and  examples ;  the 
utmost  solemnity,  and  die  most  hallowed  rites,  preceded  and  pre- 
pared this  tremendous  exhibition,  to  impress -on  Ae  minds  oftfae 
spectators  the  deepest  reli^ous  reverence ;  and  the  utmost  horror  of 
the  sufferings,  and  detestation  of  the  crimes  for  which  they  suffered, 
were  endeavoured  to  be  instilled  into  the  hearts  of  tiioae  who  wpre 
present  at  thts  execution,  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Druids.  The  crimi- 
nals were  shut  up  in  an  e£B^  of  wicker  work,*  of  a  gigantic  size,  in 
whose  chambers  of  tribulations  they  suffered  an  ignominious  death, 
by  burning.    This  efligy  represented  the  Tyrion  Heicules,  whoaR 
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apparel;^  and  the  Tictdms  were  two  white  bulls.  T!hej 
opened  a  sessions  once  a  year,  in  a  certain  consecrated 
place,  in  which  all  causes  were  tried  and  determined. 
They  worshipped  one  Supreme  God,  immense  and  in- 
finite ;  but  would  not  connne  their  worship  to  temples 
built  with  human  hands ;  professing  the  universe  was 
the  temple  of  the  Deity ;  esteeming  any  other  inconsist- 
ent with  his  attributes.  Their  whole  law  and  religion 
were  taught  in  verse.  Some  Druids  spent  twenty  years 
in  learning  to  repeat  those  sacred  and  scientific  distichs, 
which  it  was  forbidden  to  commit  to  writing,  by  which 
means  they  were  Withheld  from  the  vulgar.  Such  was 
the  aversion  and  enmity  entertained  by  the  Eomans 
agamst  the  Druids,  that,  as  Suetomus  says,  their  rites 
were  prohibited  by  Augustus,  and  totally  abolished  by 
Claudius  Caesar. 

Many  probable  conjectures  have  been  made  that  the 
Phoenicians  ^  visited  this  land  in  very  early  ages.    It  has 

name  of  Remphan,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  implies  a  giant.  With 
him  came  the  Phoonicians  to  this  land,  from  whom  the  Amonian  rites 
and  Hebrew  customs  were  taught  to  the  Druids.  Under  this  naine, 
worship  was  also  paid  to  the  God  of  Nature,  symbolized  hy  the  Sun. 
In  honour  and  commemoration  of  him,  the  criminals  were  committed  to 
his  effi^,  as  being  delivered  to  the  God  of  Justice. 

Diodorus,  however,  informs  us  that  divination  was  exerdsed 
amon^  the  Druids  in  a  very  cruel  manner ;  for  it  was  their  custom  to 
inmfiolate  human  victims  hy  thrusting  a  sharp  instrument  through 
their  body  above  the  diaphragm,  and  to  take  presages  from  his  fall, 
hispalpitation,  the  issuing  of  the  blood,  and  sometimes  of  ihe  body. 
— ^Editor. 

^  *®  "  When  we  speak  of  the  Phoenicians,  we  must  diBtinguish  the 
times  with  accuracy.  Those  people  possessed  originalhr  a  large 
extent  of  countries,  comprised  under  the  name  of  the  land  of  Canaan. 
They  lost  the  greatest  part  of  it  by  the  conquests  of  the  Israelitea 
under  Joshua.  The  lands,  which  fell  in  division  to  the  tribe  of  Asher, 
extended  to  Sidon ;  that  city,  notwithstanding,  was  not  subdued.  If 
the  conquests  of  Joshua  took  from  the  Phoenicians  a  great  part  of 
their  dominion,  they  were  well  paid  by  the  consequences  of  that 
event.  In  effect,  the  greatest  part  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
Palestine,  seeing  themselves  threatened  with  entire  destruction,  had 
recourse  to  a  flight  to  save  themselves.  Sidon  afforded  them  an 
asylum.  By  this  irruption  of  the  Hebrew  people,  the  Sidonians  were 
enabled  to  send  colonies  wherever  they  thought  proper.  -  Sidon  lent 
them  ships  and  made  good  use  of  these  new  inhaDitaiitB  to  extend 
their  trade  and  form  settlements.  From  hence  that  great  number  of 
colonies  which  went  from  Phoenicia  to  spread  themselves  in  all  the 
country  of  Africa  and  Europe.  We  may  date  this  event  about  the 
year  of  the  world  2553,  and  1451  years  before  Christ.  Spain  was 
.  6 
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been  attempted  to  be  proved  from  the  similarity  of  Hxe 
habit  worn,  and  staff  carried,  by  the  western  Britons.^ 
This  staff  was  used  by  the  Druids,  and  has  the  name  of 
Diogenes*  staff.  In  a  description  given  by  Mr.  Selden, 
of  some  statues  of  Druids  which  were  dug  up  at  Wich 
telberg,  in  Germany,  it  is  particularly  mentioned.  The 
Phoeuicians  most  probably  introduced  to  those  teacheis 
the  laws  and  customs  known  amongst  the  ancient 
Hebrews,  and  specified  in  the  Levitical  institutions. 
The  altars  or  temples  of  the  Druids,  and  also  their  obe- 
lisks or  monuments  of  memorable  events,  of  which  many 
lemaijis  are  to  be  seen  at  this  day,  bear  the  greatest 
similarity  to  those  mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament:*— 
And  Jacob  awaked  out  of  his  sleep,  and  said.  Surely 
the  Lord  is  in  this  place,  and  I  knew  it  not.  And  he 
was  afraid,  and  said.  How  dreadful  is  this  place !  this  is 

not  the  only  country  beyond  the  PillarA  of  Hercules  which  the  Ph<B- 
nioians  penetrated.  Being  familiarised  with  the  navigation  of  the 
ocean,  they  extended  thomselves  to  the  left  of  the  Straits  of  Cadis  as 
far  as  the  right.  Strabo  assures  us  that  these  people  had  gone  over 
a  part  of  the  western  ooast  of  Africa  a  Uttle  time  after  me  war  of 
Troy.  We  mi^ht,  perhaps,  determine  their  passa^  into  England  by 
a  reflection  which  the  reading  of  the  writers  of  antiquity  furnishes  us 
wi^ ;  they  are  persuaded  that  all  the  tin  that  was  consumed  in  the 
known  world  came  from  the  isles  of  Cassiterides ;  and  there  is  do 
donbt  that  these  isles  were  the  Sorlingues,  and  a  part  of  ComwalL 
We  see,  by  the  books  of  Moses,  that,  in  his  time,  tm  was  known  in 
Palestine.  Homer  teaches  us  also  that  they  made  use  of  this  metal 
in  the  heroic  ages.  It  should  follow,  tiien,  that  the  Phoenicians  had 
traded  to  England  in  very  remote  antiquity."  (D.  Groguee  on  die 
Original  of  JMs  and  Sciences.) 

"  "It  would  be  endless,"  says  Sammes,  (Brit.  p.  113,)  "to  speak 
of  the  divers  and  barbarous  customs  of  the  wild  Britons,  whidi  they 
took  up  after  the  Romans  had  reduced  them  to  a  sava^  and  brutisli 
life,  insomuch  that  the  Altacotti,  a  British  nation,  fed  upon  man's 
flesh ;  nay,  so  much  were  they  given  to  it  that,  when  they  lit  upon 
any  flocks  of  sheep  or  herds  of  cattle,  they  preferred  the  buttock  of 
the  h^sman  before  the  other  prej ;  and  accounted  the  paps  and 
dugs  of  women  the  most  delicious  diet." — Editor. 

At  Stanton  Drew,  in  Somersetshire,  are  the  remains  of  an  august 
Druid  temple,  to  which  the  devotional  feelings  of  the  people  were  so 
strongly  wedded,  that  it  became  necessary  to  consecrate  it  to 
Christianity  by  the  erection  of  a  church  and  nunnery  on  its  site. 
And  again,  Abury  Church  was  not  only  built  on  the  site  of  the 
ancient  temple,  but  was  constructed  of  the  very  stones  which  com- 
posed the  sanctuary.  Almost  all  our  English  Churches  are  erected 
on  hills,  or  artificial  moxmds,  w]iich  had  previously  been  the  scene  ckf 
Druidical  superstitions. — Editor. 
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none  other  but  the  honse  of  Qod,  and  this  is  the  gate  of 
heaven.  And  Jacob  rose  np  early  in  the  morning,  and 
took  the  stone  that  he  had  put  for  his  pillow,  and  set  it 
up  for  a  pillar,  and  poured  oil  upon  the  top  of  it."  * 

And,  if  thou  wilt  make  me  an  altar  of  stone,  thou  shalt 
not  build  it  of  hewn  stone ;  for,  if  thou  lift  up  thy  tool 
upon  it,  thou  hast  polluted  it.  And  this  stone,  which  I 
have  set  up  for  a  pillar,  shall  be  God's  house."  ^  "  And 
Moses  wrote  all  the  words  of  thiB  Lord,  and  rose  up  early 
in  the  morning,  and  builded  an  altar  under  the  hill,  and 
twelve  pillars,  according  to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel."*' 
"  And  he  sent  young  men  of  the  children  of  Israel,  whieh 
offered  burnt-offiBrings  of  oxen  unto  the^Lord.  And' it 
shall  be  on  the  day  when  ye  shall  pass  over  Jordan  unto 
the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee,  that  thou 
shalt  set  thee  up  great  stones.  '  Therefore  it  shall  be 
when  ye  go  over  Jordan  that  ye  shall  set  up  these  ^tones, 
which  I  command  you  this  day  in  Mount  Ebal.  And 
there  thou  shalt  build  an  altar  tmto  the  Lord  thy  God,  an 
altar  of  stones :  thou  shalt  not  lift  up  any  iron  tool  upon 
them.  Thou  shalt  build  the  altar,  of  the  Lord  thy  God 
of  whole  stones,  and  thou  shalt  offer  bumt-ofierings 
thereon  unto  the  Lord  thy  God."**  It  was  usual  to  give 
those  places  the  name  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  "  This 
is  the  house  of  the  Lord  God,  and  this  is  the  altar  of  the 
burnt-offering  for  Israel."^  This  is  said  of  the  altar  erect- 
ed by  David,  where  afterwards  the  brazen  altar  stood  in 
Solomon's  temple. 

The  oak^  was  held  sacred  by  the  Druids,  under  whose 

Gen.  xviu.,  1ft— 18.  ««  Exod.  xx.,  25. 

»■  Exod.  xxiv.,  4,  5.  "  Deut.  xi^ii.,  2,  6. 

1  Ckrt>n.  xxii.,  1. 

Diodoras  Sictdas  termeth  the  Gaulish  prieBts  Saoovidag,  which 
betokeneth  an  oak.  Bryant,  in  his  Analysis,*'  speaJdng  of  those 
who  held  the  Amonian  rites,  says : — In  respect  to  the  names  which 
this  people,  in  process  of  time,  conferred  either  apon  the  deities  they 
worsnipped,  or  upon  the  cities  Ihey  founded,  we  shall  find  tiien 
either  made  up  of  the  names  of  those  personages,  or  else  of  the  titles 
with  which,  in  the  process  of  time,  tney  were  honoured."  He  pro-, 
oeeds  to  class  those,  and  reduce  them  to  radicals,  as  he  terms  them, 
and,  inUr  alias,  gives  the  monosyllable  Sar.  Under  the  word  Sar,'* 
says  he,  we  are  taught  that,  as  oaks  were  styled  Saronides,  so  like* 
wise  were  the  ancient  Druids,  by  whom  the  oak  was  held  sacred. 
This  is  the  title  which  was  given  to  the  priests  of  Gaul,  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  Diodoms  Sicnlus ;  and,  as  a  proof  how  far  the  Amoniaa 
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braiiohes  they  assembled,  and  held  their  solenm  ritea 
The  oak  and  groves  of  oak  were  also  held  in  great  vene- 
ration by  the  Hebrews  and  other  ancimt  nations.  The 
French  Magi  held  their  J^^,  or  oak,^  in  great  venera- 
tion," The  Celtee  revered  the  oak  as  a  type  or  emblem 
of  Jupiter.^ 

I  have  been  thus  particular  on  this  subject,  as  it  en- 
courages a  conjecture  that  the  Druids  gained  their 
principles  and  maxims  fnom  the  Phoenicians,  as  appears 
from  those  similarities  before  remarked  and  thence  it 
may  be  conceived,  they  also  received  from  them  the 
doctrines  of  Moses,  and  the  original  principles  of  wisdam 
and  truth,  as  delivered  down  from  the  earliest  ages. 

The  oak,  hieroglyphically,  represents  strength,  virtue, 

religion  was  extended,  and  how  little  we  know  of  Dmidical  worship, 
either  in  respect  to  its  essence  or  its  origin."  (Brjant*s  Analysis  of 
Ancient  Mythology.)  Mazimus  Tjrius  says,  The  Celts  (or  G-anls) 
worshipped  Jupiter,  whose  symbol  or  sign  is  the  highest  oak.*'  The 
Saxons  culled  tneir  sages  Dpy,  fix>m  the  Druids.  [The  Saxon  sages 
were  called  Drottes. — Editor.] 

^"^  **  Ye  shuU  utterly  destroy  all  the  places  wherein  the  nations  whidi 
ye  shall  possess  served  their  gods  upon  the  high  mountains,  and  upon 
the  hills,  and  under  every  green  tree.  And  you  shall  overthrow  their 
altars,  end  break  their  piUars  and  bum  their  groves  with  fire,  and  ye 
shall  hew  down  their  graven  images  of  their  gods,  and  destroy  the 
names  of  them  out  of  that  place."  (Deut.  xu.,  2,  3.)  "  The  flesh 
he  put  into  a  basket  and  he  put  the  broth  into  a  pot,  and  he  brought 
it  out  unto  him  under  the  oak,  and  presented  it."  (Judges  yi.,  19.) 
And  the  prophets  of  the  groves  four  hundred."  (1  ELing^s  xviiL,  19.) 
For  he  built  up  again  the  high  places  which  Hezekiah  his  father  had 
destroyed,  and  he  reared^  up  altars  for  Baal,  taiade  a  grove,  as  did  Ahab 
king  of  Israel,  and  worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  them. 
And  he  set  a  graven  image  of  the  grove  which  he  had  made."  (2 
Kings  xxi.,  3,  7.)  "He  removed  her  from  being  queen,  because  she 
made  an  idol  in  a  grove.  But  the  high  places  were  not  taken  away 
out  of  Israel."  (2  Chron.  xv.,  16,  17.)  *'  Ye  shall  destroy  their  altars 
and  break  down  their'SmaKes,  and  cut  down  their  groves,  and  bum 
their  graven  images  with  fire.  Thou  shalt  not  plant  thee  a  grove  of 
any  trees  near  unto  the  altar  of  the  Lord  thy  God."  (Deut.  vii.,  5; 
XTi.,  21.)  Ye  shall  destroy  their  altars,  and  break  their  imaees,  and 
oat  down  their  groves."  (Exod.  xxxiv.,  13.)  And  the  bhudxen  of 
Israel,  &c.,  served  Baalim,  and  the  groves."  (Judges  iii.,  7.) 
«^  Plin.  Nat.  Hist.  Maximus  Tyrius. 

In  the  plain  of  Tormore,  in  the  isle  of  Arran,  are  the  remains 
of  four  circles,  and,  by  their  sequestrated  situation,  tliis  seems  to 
have  been  sacred  ground.  These  circles  were  formed  for  religious 
purposes.  Boethius  relates,  that  Mainus,  son  of  Fergus  I.,  a  restorer 
and  cultivator  of  religion,  after  the  Egyptian  manner  (as  he  calls  it), 
instituted  several  new  and  solemn  ceremonies,  and  caused  great  stflnes 
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constaacy,  and  sometimes  longevity :  under  these  sym- 
bolical characters,  it  might  be  revered  by  the  Druids ; 
and  the  misletoe,  which  they  held  in  the  highest  venera- 
tion, has  excellent  medicinal  qualities,  which,  in  those 
days  of  ignorance,  might  form  the  chief  of  their  materia 
medica,  being  a  remedy  for  epilepsies,  and  all  nervous 
disorders,  to  which  the  Britons,  in  those  ages,  might  be 
peculiarly  subject,  from  the  woodiness  of  the  country, 
the  noxious  respiration  proceeding  from  the  large  forests, 
the  moisture  of  the  air  from  extensive  uncultivated  lands, 
and  the  maritime  situation  of  this  country. 

From  all  these  religious  institutions,  rites,  customs, 
and  ceremonies,  which  bear  in  many  degrees  a  striking 
similarity  to  those  of  this  society  we  may  naturally  con- 
jecture that  the  founders  of  our  maxims  had  in  view  the 
most  ancient  race  of  Christians,  as  well  as  the  first  pro- 
fessors of  the  worship  of  the  God  of  Nature.  Our  ancient 
record,  which  I  have  mentioned,  brings  us  positive  evi- 
dence of  the  Pythagorean  doctrine  and  Baeuulean  prin^ 
ciples  making  the  foundation  of  our  religious  and  moral 
rules.  The  following  lectures  will  elucidate  these  asser- 
tions, and  enable  as,  I  ho]^,  with  no  small  degree  of 
certainty,  to  prove  our  original  principles. 

t(>  be  placed  in  the.  form  of  a  circle ;  the  largest  was  situated  towards 
the  south,  and  served  as  an  altar  for  the  sacrifices  to  the  immortal 
gods.  (Boethius,  lib.  ii.,  p.  15.)  Boethios  is  right  in  part  of  his  ao- 
coant :  the  object  of  the  worship  was  tlie  Sun ;  and  what  confirms 
this  is  the  situation  of  the  altar,  pointed  towards  that  luminary  in  his 
meridian  glory."  (Penanf  s  Voyage  to  the  Hebrides.) 

The  Druidicai  order  was  composed  of  three  classes — the  dmids, 
the  bards,  and  the  eubates.  The  former  were  habited  in  white  Inches, 
while  those  of  the  bards  were  sky-blue ;  the  one  an  emblem  of  peace 
and  Ixnth,  the  other  of  innocence.  The  person  of  the  bard  was  so 
sacred,  that  he  might  pas^  in  safety  through  hostile  countries.  He 
never  appeared  in  any  army  but  as  a  herald,  or  under  the  modem 
idea  of  a  flae  of  truce,  and  never  bore  arms,  neither  was  a  naked 
weapon  to  be  held  in  his  presence.  (Owen's  Diet.  v.  Barz.) — ^EnrroB. 
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THE  NATURE  OF  THE  LODOE. 

I  NOW  take  upon  me  to  prove  my  first  proposition, 
and  to  show  that  the  first  state  of  a  Mason  is  representa- 
tive of  the  first  stage  of  the  worship  of  the  true  God. 

The  lodge,  when  revealed  to  an  entering  Mason,  disco- 
vers to  him  a  representation  of  the  world  ;^  in  which,  from 
the  wonders  of  Nature,  we  are  led  to  contemplate  the 
Great  Original,  and  worship  Him  for  his  mighty  works ; 
and  we  are  thereby  also  moved  to  ex^cise  those  moral 
and  social  virtues,  which  become  mankind  as  the  servants 
of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  world,  in  whose  image  we 
were  formed  in  the  beginning. 

The  Creator,  designing  to  bless  man's  estate  on  earth, 
opened  the  hand  of  his  divine  benevolence  with  good 
.gifts.  He  hath  spread  over  the  world  the  illumined 
canopy  of  heaven.  The  covering  of  the  Tabernacle,^  and 

1  In  like  manner,  the  oavem  of  initiatioa  into  the  spurious  Free- 
masonry of  Persia,  projected  by  Zoroaster,  waa  intended  to  represent 
the  uniyersal  system  of  Nature.  It  was  a  dome,  and  the  son  waa 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  roof,  which,  being  by  some  process  illnmi- 
nated,  exhibited  an  appearance  so  superb  as  to  induce  a' candidate  to 
exclaim,  *^Nocte  medio  vidi  solem  candido  ooruscantem  lumine!" 
while  around  him  the  planets  were  arranged  in  their  several  spheres ; 
the  constellations  were  depicted  on  the  waUs ;  and  the  zodiac  was 
conspicuously  displayed  on  a  broad  belt  encompassing  the  whole. 
(Porph.  de  Ant.  Nymph.,  254;  Apul.  Metam.,  lib.  1.)  In  bonoar 
of  these  reyolving  luminaries,  circular  monuments  were  used  by  all 
nations  for  the  celebration  of  their  mysteries ;  for  the  circle  was  an 
emblem  of  the  Divinity. — ^Epitor. 

•  **  The  proportion  of  the  measures  of  the  Tabernacle  proved  it  to 
be  an  imitation  of  liie  system  of  the  world ;  for  that  third  part  thereof, 
which  was  within  the  four  pillars  to  which  the  priests  were  not  ad- 
mitted, is  as  it  were  an  heaven  peculiar  to  God ;  but  the  space  of  the 
twenty  cubits  is  as  it  were  sea  and  land,  on  which  men  live ;  and  so 
this  part  is  peculiar  to  the  priests  only.  When  Moses  distinguished 
the  Tabernacle  into  three  parts,  and  allowed  two  of  them  to  the  priestz^ 
as  a  place  accessible  and  common,  he  denoted  the  land  and  the  sea; 
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the  veil  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem,  were  representations 
of  the  celestial  hemisphere^  and  were    of  blue,  of  crim- 

for  these  are  aooessible  to  all.  Bat  when  he  set  apart  the  third 
division  for  God,  it  was  because  heaven  is  inaccessible  to  men.  And 
when  he  ordered  twelve  loaves  to  be  set  on  the  table,  he  denoted  the 
year,  as  distinguished  into  so  many  months.  And  when  he  made  the 
candlesticks  of  seventy  parts,  he  secretly  intimated  the  decani,  or 
seventy  divisions  of  the  planets.  And  as  to  the  seven  lamps  upon 
the  candlestickB,  they  referred  to  the  course  of  the  planets,  of  which 
that  is  the  number.  And  for  the  veils,  which  were  comjposed  of  four 
things,  they  declared  the  four  elements.  For  the  mie  linen  was 
proper  to  si^ify  the  earth,  because  the  flax  grows  out  of  the  earth ; 
the  purple  Hijniifled  the  sea,  because  that  colour  is  dyed  by  the  blood 
of  a  sea  shell-fish ;  the  blue  is  fit  to  signify  the  air ;  and  the  scarlet 
will  naturally  be  an  indication  of  fire.  Now  the  vestment  of  the  hiffh 
priest,  being  made  of  linen,  signified  the  earth ;  the  blue  denoted  the 
sky,  being  uke  lightning  in  its  pomegranates,  and  in  the  noise  of  the 
beUs  resembling  thunder.  And  for  the  ephod,  it  showed  that  God 
had  made  the  universe  of  four  elements ;  and  as  for  the  gold  inter- 
woven, I  supposed  it  related  to  the  splendour  by  which  all  ihin^  are 
enlightened.  Ho  also  appointed  the  breast-plate  to  be  placed  m  the 
middle  of  the  ephod,  to  resemble  the  earth ;  and  the  girdle  which 
encompassed  the  high  priest  round,  signified  the  ocean.  Each  of  the 
sardonyzes  declares  to  us  the  sun  and  the  moon ;  those,  I  mean,  which 
were  in  the  nature  of  buttons  on  the  high  priest's  shoulders.  And 
for  the  twelve  stones,  whether  we  understand  by  them  the  months,  or 
whether  we  understand  the  like  number  of  the  signs  of  that  circle, 
which  the  Greeks  call  the  zodiac,  we  shall  not  be  mistaken  in  their 
meaning.  And  for  the  mitre,  which  was  of  a  blue  colour,  it  seems  to 
me  to  mean  heaven ;  for  how  otherwise  could  the  name  of  God  be 
inscribed  upon  it  ?  That  it  was  also  illustrated  with  a  crown,  and 
that  of  gold  also,  is  because  6f  that  splendour  with  which  God  is 
pleased.**  (Josephus's  Antiq.,  c.  vii.)  In  another  place,  Josephus 
says  the  candlestick  was  emblematical  of  the  seven  days  of  creation 
and  rest.  •*  The  Tabernacle  set  up  by  the  Israelites  in  the  desert 
may,  nevertheless,  ^ve  some  ideas  of  the  manner  in  which,  at  that 
time,  the  Egyptian  temples  were  constructed.  I  believe,  really,  that 
there  must  have  been  some  relation  between  the  taste  which  reigned 
in  these  edifices  and  the  Tabernacle.  The  Tabernacle,  though  only  a 
vast  tent,  had  a  great  relation  with  architecture.  We  ouffhi  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  representation  of  the  temples  and  palaces  of  the  East. 
l%t  us  recollect  what  we  have  said  before  of  the  form  of  ^vemment 
of  the  Hebrews.  The  Supreme  Bein^  was  equally  their  God  and 
King.  The  Tabernacle  was  erected  with  a  view  to  answer  to  that 
double  title.  The  Israelites  went  there,  sometimes  to  adore  the 
Almighty,  and  sometimes  to  receive  the  orders  of  their  sovereign, 
present  m  a  sensible  manner  in  the  presence  of  his  people.  I  think, 
then,  we  ought  to  look  upon  the  Tabernacle  as  a  work  which  Gk>d 
would  have,  that  the  structure  should  have  relation  with  the  edifices 
destined  in  the  East,  whether  for  the  worship  of  the  god4  or  the 
habitation  of  kings.  The  whole  construction  of  the  Tabernacle  pre- 
sented, moreover,  the  model  of  an  edifice,  regular,  and  di«lributed 
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8OD9  and  purple ; "  apd  sueh  is  the  coyeiing  of  the  lodge.* 
As  an  emhlem  of  G-od's  power,  his  gooduass,  omnipie- 
sence,  and  eternity,  the  lodge  is  adorned  with  the  image 
of  the  sun,^  which  he  ordfloned  to  arise  from  the  east, 
and  open  the  day;  thereby  calling  forth  the  people  of 
the  earth  to  their  worship,  and  exercise  in  the  walks  of 
virtue. 

The  great  Author  of  all  hath  given  the  Moon  to  govern 
the  night ;  a  fit  season  for  solemn  meditation.  When 
the  labours  of  the  day  are  ended,  and  man^s  mind  is 
abstracted  from  the  cares  of  life,  then  it  is  for  our  soul's 
recreation  to  walk  forth,  with  contemplative  mind,  to 
read  the  great  works  of  the  Almighty  in  the  starry 
firmament,  and  in  the  innumerable  worlds  which  are 
governed  by  his  will;  and  thence  to  meditate  on  his 
omnipotence.^  Our  thoughts  returning  from  this  glorious 

with  much  skill.  All  the  dimensions  and  proportions  appeared  to 
have  been  observed  with  care,  and  perfectij  well  adapted."  (De 
Gk)gaet.) 

'  And  he  made  the  veil  of  blue,  and  purple,  and  crimson,  and  fine 
linen,  and  wrought  cherubims  thereon.*'  (2  Chron.  ill.,  14.)  See 
also  Josephus. 

*  Besides  what  is  already  noted,  touching  the  Amonian  rites  and 
the  worship  of  the  sun,  tiie  doctrine  of  tne  Magians  was,  **Tbe 
Original  Intelligence,  who  is  the  first  principle  of  things,  discoven 
himself  to  the  mind  and  the  understanding  only ;  but  he  hath  placed 
the  sun  as  his  image  in  the  visible  universe,  and  the  beams  of  tiiat 
bright  luminary  are  but  a  faint  copy  of  the  glor^  that  shines  in  the 
higher  heavens."  It  appears  to  the  man  studying  Nature,  that  the 
sun  is  the  most  probable  place  in  the  universe  for  the  tiirone  of  tlie 
Deity :  from  whence  are  diffused  throughout  creation  light  and  heat 
— a  subtle  essence,  inezhaustang  and  self-subsisting — conveying;,  or 
in  themselves  being,  the  operative  spirits  which  conduct  the  wwrks  of 
God  through  all  the  field  of  Natm-e.  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul.  0 
Lord,  my  God,  thou  art  very  great,  thou  art  clothed  with  lionour  and 
majesty.  Who  coverest  thyself  with  lieht  as  with  a  garment.  Who 
maketh  the  clouds  his  chariot,  who  wiuketh  upon  me  wings  of  the 
wind.  Who  maketh  his  angels  spirits,  and  his  ministers  a  flaming 
fire."    (Psahn  dv.,  1-4.) 

'  **  0  majestic  night ! 

Nature^s  great  ancestor !  day*s  elder  bom ! 

And  £&ted  to  survive  the  transient  sun ; 

By  mortals,  and  immortals,  seen  with  awe ! 

A  starry  crown  thy  raven  brow  adorns. 

An  azure  zone  thy  waist :  clouds  in  heaven's  loom 

Wrought  thro'  varieties  of  shape  and  shade. 

In  ainple  folds  of  drapery  divine. 

Thy  flowing  mantle  form,  and  heaven  throughout 
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scene  towards  ouraelyesy  we  discern  the  diminativenesB 
of  man,  and»  by  a  natural  inferencCt  confess,  the  benevo- 
lence of  that  God,  who  regardeth  us  (such  minute  atoms) 
in  the  midst  of  his  mighty  works;  whose  universal  love 
is  thus  divinely  expressed,  ^^That  not  a  sparrow  shall 
fall  without  your  Father ;  but  the  very  hairs  of  your  head 
are  all  numbered." 

When  the  world  was  under  the  hands  of  her  great 
Architect,  she  remained  dark,  and  without  form ;  but 
the  divine  fiat  was  no  sooner  pronoimced,  than  behold 
there  was  light  f  creation  was  delivered  from  darkness, 

Volimuiiousi^r  pour  Hij  pompons  train. 

Thy  gloomy  grandeurs  (Nature's  most  august 

Inspinng  aspect)  claim  a  grateful  verse. 

And  like  a  sable  curtain  starr'd  with  gold, 

Drawn  o  er  my  labours  past  shall  close  tibe  scene 

TovNO's  Mgkt  Thoughts. 

*    Silence,  ye  troubled  waves,  and  thou  deep,  peaoe, 
Said  then  th'  omnific  word,  your  discord  end ; 
Nor  stayed,  but,  on  the  wings  of  cherubimr 
Uplifted  in  paternal  ^ory,  rode 
Far  into  Chaos,  and  the  world  unborn ; 
For  Chaos  heard  his  voioe ;  lum  all  his  train 
Followed  in  biffht  procession,  to  behold 
Creation  and  the  wonders  of  his  might. 
Then  stay'd  the  fervid  wheels,  and,  in  his  hand, 
He  took  ihe  golden  compasses,  prepared 
In  Gkd's  eternal  store,  to  circomsoribe 
This  universe  and  all  created  things : 
One  foot  he  centred,  and  the  other  tum'd 
Bound  thro'  the  vast  profundity  obscure. 
And  said,  thus  far  extend,  thus  far  thy  bounds, 
This  be  ^y  just  circumference,  0  world. 

Let  there  be  light,  said  Grod,  and  forthwith  Hgkt 
Ethereal,  first  of  things,  quintessence  pure 
Sprung  from  the  deep,  and  from  her  native  East 
To  journey  thro'^  the  aery  gloom  began, 
Spher'd  in  a  radiant  oloud,  for  yet  uie  Sun 
Was  not ;  she,  in  a  cloudy  tabernacle, 
Sojoum'd  the  while. 

— — **  Thus  was  the  first  day  ev'n  and  mom ; 
Nor  past  uncelebrated,  nor'unsung 
By  the  celestial  quires,  when  orient  Uffht 
Exhaling  first  from  darkness  they  behcdd 
Birth-day  of  heaven  and  earth ;  with  joy  and  shout 
The  hoUow  universal  orb  they  fill'd. 
And  touoh'd  their  golden  harps,  and  hynming  prais'd 
€k)d  and  his  works,  Creator,  him  they  sung." 

Milton's  Paradise  ImL 
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and  the  sun  shot  forth  instantaneous  rays  over  the  face 
of  the  earth.  He  gave  that  great  constellation  to  the 
espousal  of  Nature,  and  vegetation  sprang  from  the  em- 
brace ;  the  moon  yielded  her  influence  to  the  waters,  and 
attraction  be^at  the  tides. 

Remembenng  the  v^onders  in  the  beginning,  we,  claim- 
ing the  auspicious  countenance  of  heaven  on  our  virtuous 
deeds,  assume  the  figures  of  the  sun  and  moon,  as  emble- 
matical of  the  great  Light  of  Truth  discovered  to  the 
first  men,  and  thereby  implying  that,  as  true  Masons,  we 
stand  redeemed  from  darkness,  and  are  become  the  sons 
of  Light,  acknowledging  in  our  profession  our  adoration 
of  him  who  gave  light  unto  his  works.  Let  us,  then,  by 
our  practice  and  conduct  in  life,  show  that  we  carry  our 
emblems  worthily ;  and,  as  the  children  of  light,  that  we 
have  turned  our  backs  on  works  of  darkness,  obscenity 
and  drunkenness,  hatred  and  malice,  Satan  and  his  domin- 
ions ;  preferring  charity,  benevolence,^  justice,  tempe- 
rance, chastity,  and  brotherly  love,  as  the  acceptable 
service  on  which  the  great  Master  of  all,  from  his  beati- 
tude, looks  down  with  approbation. 

The  same  divine  hana,  pouring  forth  bounteous  gifts, 
which  hath  blessed  us  with  the  sight  of  his  glorious 
works  in  the  heavens,  hath  also  spread  the  earth  with  a 
beauteous  carpet ;  he  hath  wrought  it  in  various  colours; 
fruita  and  flowers,  pastures  and  meads ;  golden  furrows 
of  corn,  and  shady  dells,  mountains  skirted  by  nodding 
forests,  and  valleys  flowing  with  milk  and  honey:  he 
hath  wrought  it  **as  it  were  in  mosaic  work,"  giving 
a  pleasing  variety  to  the  man:  he  hath  poured  upon 
us  his  guts  in  abundance,  not  only  the  necessaries  of 
life,  but  also  "wine  to  gladden  the  heart  of  man,  and 
oil  to  give  him  a  cheerful  countenance :  and  that  he 
might  still  add  beauty  to  the  scene  of  life  wherein  he 
hath  placed  us,  his  highly  favoured  creatures,  he  hath 
skirted  and  bordered  the  earth  with  the  ocean;  for  the 
wise  Creator  having  made  man  in  his  own  image,  not 

^  Appendix,  B. 

'  AU  this  is  genuine  Masonry.  Wherever  we  turn, — ^whetlier  to 
oontemplate  the  splendid  lights  of  heaven,  or  the  works  of  Nature  and 
art  on  earth, — every  thing  we  behold  is  an  iUustration  of  our  noble 
science.  Whether  a  star  in  the  sky,  or  a  rou^  stone  in  the  pave- 
ment, it  is  still  a  symbol  of  masonic  research.— ^ditob. 
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meaning  in  the  likeneafi  of  his  person,  but  spiritually,  by 
breathing  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  and  inspir- 
ing him  with  that  resemblance  of  the  Divinity,  an  intel- 
lectual spirit.  He  skirted  tibe  land  with  the  ocean,  not 
only  for  that  salubrity  which  should  be  derived  from  its 
a^tation,  but  also  that  to  the  genius  of  man,  a  conmiu- 
mcation  should  be  opened  to  all  the  quarters  of  the 
earth ;  and  that,  by  mutual  intercourse,  men  might  unite 
in  mutual  good  works,  and  all  become  as  members  ot 
one  society.  These  subjects  are  represented  in  the  floor- 
ing of  the  lodge* 

The  universe  is  the  temple  of  the  Deity  whom  we  serve : 
Wisdom,  Strength,  and  Beauty  are  about  his  throne,  as 
the  pillars  of  his  works;  for  his  wisdom  is  infinite,  his 
strength  is  in  omnipotence,  and  beauty  stands  forth 
throuffh  all  his  creation  in  symmetry  and  order:  he  hath 
stretched  forth  the  heavens  as  a  canopy,  and  the  earth 
he  hath  planted  as  his  footstool:  he  crowns  his  temples 
with  the  stars,  as  with  a  diadem,  and  in  his  hand  he 
extendeth  the  power  and  the  glory :  the  sun  and  moon 
are  messengers  of  his  will,  and  all  his  law  is  concord. 
The  pillars  supporting  the  lodge  are  representative  of 
tixeae  divine  powers.  A  lodge,  where  perfect  masons  are 
assen^bled,  represents  these  works  of  the  Deity. 

We  place  the  spiritual  Lodge  in  the  vale  of  Jehosha- 
phat,  implying  thereby,  that  the  principles  of  Masonry 
are  derived  from  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  are  estab- 
lished in  the  judgment  of  the  Lord;  the  literal  translation 
of  the  word  Jehoshaphat,*  from  the  Hebrew  tongue,  being 
DO  other  than  those  express  words.    The  highest  hills^® 

*  There  was  a  firm  belief  amongst  the  eaiiy  Christians  that  the 
dnntion  of  this  world  would  terminate  in  the  year  1000  of  our  era, 
and  that  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat  would  be  the  scene  of  the  general 
jadgment.— EnrroR. 

At  leneth,  to  beautify  Ihose  hills,  the  places  of  the  idolatrous 
worship,  they  beset  them  with  trees,  and  hence  came  the  consecration 
of  groves  and  woods,  from  whioh  their  idols  many  timeft  were  named. 
At  last  some  choice  and  select  trees  began  to  be  consecrated.  Those 
French  Maffi,  termed  DryadisB,  worshipped  the  oak,  in  Greek  ^oye, 
and  thence  nad  their  names.  The  Etrurians  worshipped  an  holm- 
tree  ;  and,  amongst  the  Celts,  a  tall  oak  was  the  idol  or  image  of 
Jupiter.  Among  the  Israelites,  the  idolatry  began  under  the  Judges 
Othniel  and  Ehud  (Judges  iii.,  7,)  and,  at  the  last,  became  so  common 
in  Israel,  that  they  had  peculiar  priests,  whom  they  termed  prophets 
of  tiie  grove  (1  Kings  xvui.,  19),  and  idols  of  the  grove ;  that  is,  pecu- 
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and  lowest  vaUeys^  were  from  the  earlioBt  times  esteemed 
sacred,  and  it  was  supposed  the  Spirit  of  Qod  was  pecu- 
liarly diffusive  in  those  places.  Upon  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  the  whole  limit  thereof  round  about  shall  be 
most  holy."  It  is  said,  in  the  Old  Testament,  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  buried  Moses  in  a  valley  in  the  land  of 
]^ab,  implying  that  from  divine  influence  he  was  interred 
in  such  hallowed  retirement.  On  Elijah's  translation, 
the  sons  of  the  Prophets  said  to  Elisha,  "Behold  now 
there  be  with  thy  servants  fifty  strong  men;  let  them 
go,  we  pray  thee,  and  seek  thy  master,  lest,  peradventure, 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  taken  him  up,  and  cast  him 
upon  some  mountain,  or  into  some  valley."  Hence  was 
derived  the  veneration  paid  to  such  places  in  the  earliest 
ages,  and  hence  the  sacred  groves  of  the  Orientals  and 
Druids.  They  chose  those  situations  for  their  public 
worship,  conceiving  that  the  presence  of  the  Deity  would 
hallow  them:  they  sefc  up  their  altars  there,  and  sha- 
dowed them  with  groves,  that  there,  as  it  was  with 
Adam,  they  might  "hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord  Qod 
walking  in  the  garden." 

In  the  corruption  and  ignorance  of  after  ages  those 
hallowed  places  were  polluted  with  idolatry;**  the  unen- 
lightened mind  mistook  the  type  for  the  original,  and 
could  not  discern  the  light  from  darkness;  the  sacred 
groves  and  hills  became  the  objects  of  enthusiastic  bigotry 
and  superstition ;  the  devotees  bowed  down  to  the  oaken 
log^  and  the  graven  image  as  being  divine.    Some  pre- 

liar  idolB,  unto  whom  their  groves  were  oonsecrated.  (2  Bangs  xxi.,  7; 
2  Chron.  zr.,  16.)."    Godwjn's  Moses  and  Aaron. 

In  the  Freemasons'  Qaartoriv  Review"  for  1842,  will  be  found 
a  series  of  diaquisitionsi  by  the  Editor  of  this  work,  on  the  ri^t 
application  of  the  traditional  hill  and  valley  of  Freemasoiuy.— » 

iKDITOR. 

The  vnlw,  losing  sight  of  the  emblematioal  significadon,  which 
was  not  readily  understo^  but  poets  and  philosophers,  took  up 
with  the  plain  figures  as  real  divinities.  Stones,  erected  as  monu- 
ments of  the  dead,  became  tbe  place  where  posterity  paid  tiieir 
veneration  to  the  memory  of  ^e  deceased.  This  increased  into  a 
peculiarity,  and  at  length  became  an  object  of  worship."  (Lord 
Kame*8  Sketches  of  Man.) 

^'  The  Druids  worshipped  rough  stones,  and  many  of  these  deified 
idols  still  remain  m  this  country,  and  retain  the  names  of  abomina- 
tion. In  some  districts  they  are  called  Drake  Stones,  finom  Diaig 
(Br.)  a  serpent  or  dragon ;  the  devil.    In  other  places  the  aanie  la 
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served  fhemaelyes  from  the  oorraptions  of  the  times,  and 
we  find  those  sages  and  select  m6n,  to  whom  were  com- 
mitted, and  who  retained,  the  light  of  understanding  and 
truth,  unpolluted  with  the  sins  of  the  world,  the  deno- 
mination of  Hagi  among  the  Persians ;  wise  men,  sooth- 
sayers, and  astrologers,  among  the  Chaldeans;  philoso- 
phers among  the  Greeks  and  Romans;  bramins  among 
the  Indians;  druids  and  bards  among  the  Britons:  and, 
with  the  chosen  people  of  God,  Solomon  shone  forth  in 
the  fulness  of  human  wisdom. 

The  Master  of  each  lodge  should  found  his  government 
in  concord  and  universal  love  ;^^  for,  as  the  great  Archi- 
tect moves  the  system  with  his  finger,  and  touches  the 
sphere  with  harmony,  so  that  the  morning  stars  together 
sing  the  songs  of  gratitude,  and  the  ^ods  clap  their 
hands,  amidst  the  invariable  beauties  of  order;  so  should 
we,  rejoicing,  be  of  one  accord,  and  of  one  law,  in  una- 
nimity, in  charity,  and  in  afiection,  moving  by  one  un- 
changing system,  and  actuated  by  one  principle,  in 
rectitude  of  manners. 

A  Mason,  sitting  the  member  of  a  lodge,  claiming  thes^ 
emblems  as  the  testimonies  of  his  Order,  ought,  at  that 
instant,  to  transfer  his  thoughts  to  the  august  scene 
which  is  there  imitated,  and  remember  that  he  then 
appears  professing  himself  a  member  of  the  Great  Temple 
of  the  universe,  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  mighty  Master 
of  all,  in  whose  presence  he  seeks  to  be  approved. 

The  ancient  record  which  I  have  before  quoted  ex- 

Eresses  that  the  first  Masons  received  their  knowledge 
•om  God ;  by  which  means  they  were  endowed  with  thfe 
due  understanding  of  what  is  pleasing  to  him,  and  the 
only  true  method  of  propagating  their  doctrines. 

The  few  who  remained  uncorrupted  with  the  sins  of 
nations,  and  who  served  the  only  and  true  God,  despised 
thfe  fables  and  follies  of  idolaters;^*  others,  who  were 

less  eqtdvooal.    ** The  devil's  quoits ; "  »* the  devil's  arrows;"  "the 
devil's  den ; "        &g.,  axe  the  appellations  hj  which  they  are  still 
distinguished. — Editob. 
"  Appendix,  C. 

^  These  fables  and  follies  were  so  eioss  and  absurd  that  we  cannot 
wonder  that  they  excited  the  pain  and  disgust  of  the  true  Freemason. 
The^  heathen  priests  abused  uie  credulity  of  the  people  to  the  grati- 
fication of  their  own  sensual  appetites.  And  so  outrageous  did  these 
worthies  heGome,  fastu  et  dUUudine  twrgtnU  as  to  persuade  them- 
selrefl  that  they  were  really  tlie  deities  they  personated.  Thus 
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emerging  from  the  ignorance  and  bMndneaa  in  which  tbey 
had  been  overwheLoaed,  contemplated  the  wonders  ^ 
played  in  the  face  of  Nature,  and  traced  the  Divinity 
through  the  walks  of  his  power,  and  his  mighty  deeds. 
Contemplation  at  first  went  forth  admiring,  but  yet 
without  comprehension  from  whence  all  things  had  tiieir 
existence;  Contemplation  returned,  glowing  with  con- 
viction, that  one  great  Original,  of  infinite  power,  of 
infinite  intelligence,  and  of  benevolence  without  bounds, 
was  the  master  of  all.  They  beheld  him  in  lus  works,  they 
read  his  Majesty  in  the  heavens,  and  discovered  his  miracles 
in  the  deep  r  every  plant  that  painted  the  face  of  Nature, 
and  every  thing  having  the  breath  of  life,  described  hi* 
resence  and  his  power.  Such  men  were  afterwards  made 
nown  to  the  enlightened,  and  were  united  with  then 
in  the  perfection  of  truth.^® 

As  the  servants  of  one  God,  our  predecessors  professed 
the  Temple,  wherein  the  Deity  approved  to  be  served, 
was  not  of  the  work  of  men's  hands*  In  this  the  Drui<b 
copied  after  them;  the  universe,  they  confessed,  was 
filled  with  his  presence,  and  he  was  not  hidden  from  the 
most  distant  quarters  of  creation ;  they  looked  upwards 
to  the  heavens  as  his  throne,  and,  wneresoever  under  the 
sun  they  worshipped,  they  regarded  themselves  as  being 
in  the  dwelling-place  of  the  Divinity,  from  whose  eye 
nothing  was  concealed.  The  ancients  not  only  refrained 
from  building  temples,  but  even  held  it  utterly  unlawful, 
because  they  thought  no  temple  spacious  enough  for  the 
sun,  the  great  symbol  of  the  Deity.  "  Mnndus  vnicerm 
est  temphm  solis^^  was  their  maxim  ;  they  thought  it  pro- 
fane to  set  limits  to  the  infinity  of  the  Deity when,  in 
later  ages,  they  built  temples,  they  left  them  open  to  the 
heavens,  and  unroofed. 

the  physician  Menecrates  assumed  the  title  of  Jupiter;  Nioostretns 
took  that  of  Hercules ;  and  Nicagoras  actually  constructed  for  him- 
self a  pair  of  wings,  and  woidd  be  called  Mercury. — EDrroR. 

"  "Thus,"  as  our  noble  author  says,  "through  a  long  maze  <rf 
errors,  man  arrived  at  true  religion,  acknowledging  but  one  Being, 
supreme  in  power,  intelligence,  and  benevolence,  who  created  lul 
other  beings,  to  whom  all  other  beings  are  subjected,  and  who  direct* 
every  event  to  answer  the  best  purposes."  (Lord  Eame's  Sketches 
of  Man.) 

The  heathens  gained  a  knowledge  of  one  great  superintending 
power  from  the  light  of  Nature,  although  they  could  neither  define 
nor  comprehend  his  attributes.    The  regularity  of  the  polar  system; 
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The  true  believers,  in  order  to  withdraw  and  distin- 
guish themselves  from  the  rest  of  mankind,  especially 
the  idolaters  with  whom  they  were  surrounded,  adopted 
emblems  and  mystic  devices,  together  with  certain  dis- 
tinguishing principles,  whereby  they  should  be  known 
to  each  other,  and  also  certify  that  they  were  servants 
of  that  Grod  in  whose  hands  all  creation  existed.  By 
these  means  they  also  protected  themselves  from  per- 
secution, and  their  faith  from  the  ridicule  of  the  incre- 
dulous vulgar.  To  this  end,  when  they  rehearsed  the 
principles  of  their  profession,  they  pronounced  "  that  they 
were  worshippers  in  that  temple  whose  bounds  were 
from  the  distant  quarters  of  the  universe  j  whose  height 
was  no  otherwise  limited  than  by  the  heavens,  and  whose 
depth  was  founded  on  that  axis  on  which  the  revolutions 
of  the  starry  zodiac  were  performed." 

The  Egyptians  were  the  first  people  known  to  us  who, 
in  the  early  ages  of  the  world — after  the  flood — ^advanced 
to  any  high  degree  of  knowledge  in  astronomy,  arts, 
and  sciences;  these  were  the  means  of  discovering  to 
them  the  existence  of  the  Divinity ;  and  they  worshipped 
the  author  of  those  sublime  works  which  they  contem- 
plated, but,  through  national  prejudices,  soon  began  to 
represent  the  attributes  of  the  Deity  in  symbols ;  and,, 
as  the  visible  operations  of  his  omnipotence  were  chiefly 
expressed  in  the  powers  of  the  sun  and  moon,  whose 
influence  they  perceived  through  all  the  field  of  Nature, 
thev  depicted  the  Deity  by  those  heavenly  bodies,  and 
at  length,  under  the  names  of  Osiris  and  Isis,^^  adored 
the  God  of  Nature."  ^ 

the  wondrous  orbs  moving  in  their  several  spheres  with  such  admira- 
ble order ;  the  propagation  of  plants  and  animals,  and  the  general 
system  of  Nature,  convinced  them  that  they  were  all  under  the  go- 
vernance of  some  superior  and  superintending  power.  It  was  in  uiis 
sense  that  our  G.  M.  David  said, — **  The  heavens  declare  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  firmament  showeth  the  handiwork." — Editor. 

A  curious  story  is  told  by  Dr.  EeUet,  (Tricffin.  Christ.,  p.  596,) 
about  the  worship  of  Isis : — **  The  image  of  Isis  was  on  an-  ass's 
back ;  the  people  kneeled,  and  fell  down  to  it.  The  ass  grew  piond, 
as  if  the  honour  had  been  done  to  him.  The  people  (which  was  a 
greater  ass)  spake  to  his  brother  ass,  Non  tibi,  sed  religion!,*' — ^we 
worship  not  thee,  but  tsis.  And  yet  it  stood  with  more  reason  to 
worship  the  ass,  which  had  sense,  rather  than  the  image,  which  had 
none." — Editob. 

Dr.  Owen  divides  the  whole  of  idolatrous  worship  into  Sabaism 
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Am  we  derived  many  of  our  mysteries,  and  moral  piin« 
eiples,  from  the  doctrines  of  Pythagoras,  who  had 
acquired  his  learning  in  Egypt,  and  others  from  the 

and  Hellemmn ;  tlie  Ibnner  conrists  in  the  worship  of  the  son,  moon, 
and  stars,  and  the  host  of  heaven  (which  only  is  to  mj  present  j^nr- 
pose),  which  it  is  probable  a  few  a^s  after  the  flood  had  its  beffinning. 
Dr.  Prideauz  says,  the  true  rehgion  which  Noah  taught  hia  pos- 
terity was  that  which  Abraham  practised — the  worshipping  of  one 
God,  the  supreme  governor  of  all  things,  through  a  Mediator.  Men 
could  not  determine  what  essence  contained  this  power  of  mediation, 
no  dear  revelation  being  then  made  of  the  Mediator  whom  God 
appointed,  because  as  jet  he  had  not  been  manifested  in  the  world, 
they  took  upon  them  to  address  him  by  mediators  of  their  own 
choosing ;  and  their  notion  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  being,  that 
they  were  habitations  of  intelligences,  which  animated  the  orbs  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  soul  animates  the  body  of  man,  and  were 
causes  of  their  motion;  and  that  these  intelligences  were  of  middle 
sort  between  God  and  them ;  thpy  thought  these  the  properest  things 
to  be  the  mediators  between  God  and  them ;  and  therefore  the  planets, 
being  the  nearest  of  all  the  heavenly  bodie»,  and  generally  looked  on 
to  have  the  greatest  influence  on  this  world,  they  made  choice  of 
them,  in  the  first  place,  as  their  gods'  mediators,  who  were  to  mediate 
with  the  Supreme  God  for  them,  and  to  procure  from  him  mercies 
and  favours,  which  they  prayed  for."  Herodotus  says  that  Osiris 
and  Isis  were  two  great  deities  of  the  Egyptians ;  and  almost  the 
whole  mythology  of  tliat  andent  people  is  induded  in  what  their 
priests  fabled  of  them.  Plutarch  conceives,  that  by  Osiris  the  sun 
IS  to  be  understood ;  and  this  Macrobius  confirms,  adding  that  Osiris, 
in  the  Egyptian  language,  si^ifies  man;^-eyed,  and  Isis  the  ancient, 
or  the  moon.  Osiris,  according  to  Banier,  is  the  same  as  Misraim, 
the  son  of  Cham,  who  peopled  Egypt  some  time  after  the  deluge. 
And  Dr.  Cumberland,  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  says  Misraim,  die 
son  of  Chain,  grand-cldld  of  ^oah,  was  the  first  king  of  Egypt,  and 
founder  of  their  monarchy ;  and  that  Osiris  was  an  appropriated  title, 
signifying  the  prince,  and  Isis  is  Ishah,  his  wife.  Diodorus  Siculns, 
who  has  transmitted  down  to  us,  with  great  care,  the  most  ancient  tra- 
ditionB  of  the  Egyptians,  asserts  this  prince  is  the  same  with  Menes, 
the  first  kiijg  of  Egypt.  Perhaps,  at  his  apotheosis  his  name  was 
changed  to  that  of  Isiris,  according  to  some  historians.  As  the 
images  of  Osiris  were  very  resplendent,  to  represent  the  beams  of 
light  from  the  sun,  so  in  their  hymns  of  praise  they  celebrate  him  as 
resting  in  the  bosom  of  the  sun.  From  the  authority  of  Banier,  and 
other  historians,  we  learn,  that  the  gods  of  the  Egyptians  were 
adopted  by  the  Phoenicians;  that  their  theology  was  propagated  by 
the  rhoenidans  into  the  East  and  in  the  West ;  and  some  traces  of 
them  are  found  in  every  island  of  the  Mediterranean.  In  Syria  we 
find  the  same  theology,  the  sun  under  the  name  of  Adonis,  and  the 
moon  of  Ashtaroth.  The  festival  of  Adonis  is  mentioned  In  Bamcfa, 
(chap,  vii.,  30,  31).  **The  priests  of  the  city  sat  in  thdr  temples 
imcovered  and  shaven,  and  mourning  as  at  a  feast  for  the  dead."  The 
Prophet  complains  that  Solomon  went  after  Ashtaroth,  and  after 
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PhcemciaDfl,  who  had  received  the  Egyptian  theology  in 
an  early  age,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  we  should 
adopt  Egyptian  syrnbols^  to  represent  or  express  the 
attributes  of  the  Divinity. 

The  Pjrthagorean  system  of  philosophy  also  points 
out  to  us  a  reason  for  the  figure  of  the  sun  being  intro- 
duced into  the  lodge,  as  being  the  centre  of  the  planetary 
^stem  which  he  taught,  as  well  as  the  emblem  of  the 
Deity  which  he  served.  This  grand  Meoov^areop  was  a 
symbol  expressing  the  first  and  greatest  principle  of  his 
doctrines.  This  was  also  a  representation  of  the  Abrax 
which  governed  the  stellary  world  and  our  diurnal  revo- 
lutions. 

In  the  bookfi  of  Hermes  Trismegistus,  who  was  an 

Meloomt  the  abominatibn  of  the  Ajnmonites.  The  Chaldeans  and 
BabyloiiiaQfl  paid  adoration  to  Fire,  and  held  the  Sabaism  worship. 
The  Peraians  worBhip]>ed  the  Sun  and  Firp.  St.  Cvril,  writing  on 
the  Pythagorean  principles,  says,  "  We  see  plainly  that  Pythagoras 
maintained  that  there  was  but  oner  God,  the  original  and  cause  of  all 
things,  who  enlightens  every  tfainff,  animates  every  thii^,  and  from 
whom  every  thing  proceeds,  who  has  given«  being  to  all  things,  and 
is  the  source  of  all  motion.'*  Pythagoras  thus  defines  the  Divinity : 
*^God  is  neither  the  object  of  sense  nor  subject  to  passion;  but 
invisible,  pureipr  intelligible,  and  supremely  intelligent.  In  his  body 
he  is  like  the  light,  and  in  his  soul  he  resembles  truth.  He  is  the 
universal  spirit  that  pervades  and  diflPuses  itself  over  all  Natute.  All 
beings  receive  their  life  from  him.  .  There  is  but  one  God,  who  is 
not,  as  some  are  apt  to  imagine,  seated  above  the  world,  beyond  the 
orb  of  the  Universe ;  but  ming  all  in  himself,  he  sees  all  the  beings 
that  inhabit  his  immensity,  ne  is  the  sole  principle,  the  light  of 
heaven,  the  Father  of  all;  he  produces  evenr  thing:  he  orders  and 
disposes  every  thing;  he  is  the  reason,  the  lite,  and  tne  motion  of  all 
beings."  Plutarch  says,  Osiris  is  neither  tiie  sun,  nor  the  water, 
nor  the  earth,  nor  the  heaven ;  but  whatever  there  is  in  Nature  well 
disposed,  well  regulated,  good  and  perfect,  all  that  is  the  image  of 
Oaris."  Seneca  the  stoic  says,  It  is  of  very  little  consequence  by 
what  name  you  call  the  first  nature,  and  the  divine  reason  that  pre- 
sides over  the  universe,  and  fills  all  the  parts  of  it, — ^he  is  still  the 
same  God«  He  is  called  Jupiter  Stator,  not,  as  historians,  say, 
because  he  stopped  the  flying  armies  of  the  Romans,  but  because  he 
is  the  constant  support  of  aU  beings.  They  call  him  Fate,  because 
he  is  the  first  cause  on  which  all  others  depend.  We  stoics  some* 
times  call  him  Father  Bacohust  because  he  is  the  universal  life  that 
animates  Nature ;  Hercules,  because  his  power  is  invincible ;  Mer- 
cury, because  he  is  tiie  et^mal  reason,  order,  and  wisdom.  Yon 
may  give  him  as  many  names  as  you  please,  provided  you  allow  but 
one  sole  principle,  everywhere  present." 

A  dissertation  on  the  £g3rptian  symbols  will  be  £Diind  in  the 
Theocratic  Philosophy,  lect.  vi.— Editor. 
7 
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.  Egyptian,  and  said  to  be  contemporary  with  Abraham's 
grandfather,  is  this  remarkable  passage ;  speaking  of  the 
Deity,  he  says,  But  if  thou  wilt  see  him,  consider  and 
understand  the  sun,  consider  the  course  of  the  moon, 
consider  the  order  of  the  stars.^^  Oh  thou  unspeakable, 
unutterable,  to  be  praised  with  silence." 

From  hence  we  are  naturally  led  to  perceive  the  origin 
of  the  Egyptian  symbolization,  and  the  reason  for  their 
adopting  those  objects  as  expressive  of  the  might, 
majesty,  and  omnipresence  of  the  Deity Posterity,  to 
record  the  wise  doctrines  and  religious  principles  of  the 
first  professors  of  the  true  worship,  have  adopted  these 
descriptions  of  the  lodge  in  which  they  assemble ;  and 
maintain  those  religious  tenets  which  nature  dictates, 
gratitude  to  him  under  whom  we  exist ;  and  working  in 
the  acceptable  service  of  him,  who  rejoiceth  in  the  up- 
right man. 

As  such  it  is  to  be  a  Freemason ;  as  such  is  a  lodge  of 
Masons ;  as  such  are  the  principles  of  this  society ;  as 
these  were  the  original  institutions  of  our  Brotherhood, 
let  the  ignorant  laugh  on,  and  the  wicked  ones  scoff. 
And  that  these  are  true  solutions  of  our  Emblems,  I  aoi 
convinced  myself;  and,  with  humble  deference  to  the 
rest  of  my  brethren,  offer  them  for  their  attention. 

This  was  a  more  Bennble  practice  than  that  of  the  Maniohsaiis, 
who,  as  we  are  told  bj  Augustine,  worshipped  the  sun  and  moon, 
nnder  &  suppoi^ition  that  Qod's  virtue  dwelt  in  the  former,  and  his 
wisdom  in  the  latter.  They  believed  that  God  resided  only  in  the 
light;  foieetting  that  he  had  said  he  would  dwell  in  the  thick  dark- 
ness, (2  Chron.  vi.,  1 ;)  that  darkness  was  under  his  feet ;  and  that  he 
made  darkness  his  secret  place ;  and  his  pavilion  round  about  him. 
(Psalm  xviii.,  9.  11.)— Editor. 

The  learned  Dr.  Stukely,  speaking  of  Stonehepge,  says  he  took 
his  dimensions  of  this  monument  hy  the  Hebrew,  Phcenician,  or 
Egyptian  cubit,  being  twenty  inches  and  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
English  measure.  He  dates  this  erection  from  the  tame  of  Camby- 
sds*s  invasion  of  Egypt,  before  the.  time  of  bmlding  the  second 
temple  at  Jerusalem,  at  an  era  when  the  Phoenician  tr^e  was  at  its 
height;  and  he  presumes  that  when  the  priests  fled  from'  Egypt  under 
the  cruelties  committed  by  that  invader,  they  dispersed  themselves 
to  distant  parts  of  the  world,  and  introduced  their  learning,  arts,  and 
religion,  among  the  Druids  of  Britain* 
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LECTURE  V. 


THE  FX7RNITURB  OF  THB  LODGB. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  pursue  the  -duty  I  have  imposed 
upon  myself  to  give  the  solutions  of  the  mystenes  in 
Masonry ;  which,  to  minds  inattentive  to  the  real  import 
of  the  objects  in  their  view,  might  rl^ain  undiscovered ; 
and  the  professor  of  Masonry  might  pass  on  without 
receiving  a  just  sense  of  those  dignities  which  he  hath 
assumed.  I  have  defined  what  is  intended  to  be  repre- 
sented by  a  lodge,  and  its  origin  and  nature ;  it  is  now 
my  duty  to  discover  to  you  the  import  of  the  Furniture 
of  a  Lodge. 

As  Solomon,  at  Jerusalem,  carried  into  the  Jewish 
Temple  all  the  vessels  and  instruments  requisite  for  the 
service  of  •Jehovah,  according  to  the  law  of  his  people, 
so  we  Masons,  as  workers  in  moral  duties,  and  as  servants 
of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  world,  have  before  us  those 
emblems  which  must  constantly  remind  us  of  what  we 
are,  and  what  is  required  of  us. 

The  third  emanation  of  Abrax,  in  the  Gnostic  hierar- 
chy, was  Phronaesis,  the  emblem  of  Prudence,  which  is 
the  first  and  most  exalted  object  that  demands  our  atten- 
tion in  the  lodge.  It  is  placed  in  the  centre,  ever  to  be 
present  to  the  eye  of  the  Mason,  that  his  heart  n^ay  be 
attentive  to  her  dictates,  and  steadfast  in  her  laws ;  for 
Prudence  is  the  rule  of  all  virtues ;  Prudence  is  the  path 
which  leads  to  every  degree  of  propriety;  Prudence  is 
the  channel  whence  self-approbation  flows  for  ever;  she 
leads  us  forth  to  worthy  actions,  and,  as  a  blazing  star, 
enlightens  us  through  the  dreary  and  darksome  paths  of 
this  life. 

Virtue,  by  moralists,  is  defined  to  be  ^^that  steadfast 
purpose  and  firm  will  of  doing  those  things  which  Natufe 
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hath  dictated  to  us  as  the  best  and  most  salutary;  a 
habit  of  the  soul  by  which  mankind  are  inclined  to  do 
the  things  which  are  upright  and  good,  and  to  avoid 
those  that  are  evil."  In  short,  virtue  is  moral  honesty, 
and  comprehends  good  principles.  Of  the  virtues,  of 
which  Prudence  is  the  rule,  these  are  called  Cardinal 
Virtues,  of  which,  properly,  a  Mason  should  be  possessed 
— Fortitude,  Temperance,  «nd  Justice;  for,  without 
these,  the  name  of  Mason  is  an  empty  title,  and  but  a 
painted  bubble. 

That  Fortitude  should  be  the  characteristic  of  a  Mason 
we  need  not  argue ;  by  which,  in  the  midst  of  pressing 
evils,  he  is  enabled  always  to  do  that  which  is  agreeable 
to  the  dictates  of  right  reason.  Temperance,  also,  must 
be  one  of  his  steadfast  principles,  bein^  a  moderating  or 
restraining  of  our  affections  and  passions,  especially  in 
sobriety  and  chastity.  We  regard  Temperance,  under 
the  various  definitions  of  moralists,  as  constituting  ho- 
nesty, decencj',  and  bashfulness;  and,  in  its  potential 
parts,  institutmg  meekness,  clemency,  and  modesty.  We 
profess  Justice  as  (Uctating  to  us  to  do  right  to  all,  and 
to  yield  to  every  man  what  belongs  to  him. 

The  cardinal  virtues,  prudence,  fortitude,  temperance, 
and  justice,  hold  in  their  train  the  inferior  powers  of 
peace,  concord,  quietness,  liberty,  safety,  honour,  felicity, 
piety,  and  charity,  with  many  others  which  were  adored 
by  the  ancients  in  those  ages,  when  they  confounded 
mythology  with  the  worship  of  the  Divinity.  Within 
the  starry  girdle  of  prudence  all  the  virtues  are  enfolded. 

We  may  apply  this  emblem  to  a  still  more  religious 
import :  it  may  be  said  to  represent  the  star  which  led 
the  wise  men  to  Bethlehem,  proclaiming  to  mankind  the 
nativity  of  the  Son  of  Qoa^  and  here  conducting  our 
spiritual  progress  to  the  Author  of  redemption. 

As  the  steps  of  man  tread  in  the  various  and  uncer- 
tain incidents  of  life ;  as  our  days  are  chequered  with  a 
strange  contrariety  of  events,  and  our  passage  through  this 
existence,  though  sometimes  attended  with  prosperous 
circumstances,  is  often  beset  by  a  multitude  of  evils; 
hence  is  the  lodge  furnished  with  Mosaic  work  to  remind 
us  of  the  precariousness  of  our  state  on  earth :  to-day 
our  feet  tread  in  prosperity,  to-morrow  we  totter  on  the 
uneven  paths  oi  weakness,  tjemptation,  and  adversity. 
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Whilst  this  emblem  is  before  us  we  are  instnicted  to 
boast  of  nothing;  to  have  compassion  aiid  give  aid  to 
those  who  are  in  adversity;  to  walk  uprightly  and  with 
humility;  for  such  is  human  existence,  that  there  is  no 
station  m  which  pride  con  be  stably  fimnded :  all  men, 
in  birth  and  in  the  grave,  are  on  the  level.  Whilst  we 
tread  on  this  Mosaic  work  let  our  ideas  return  to  the 
original  which  it  copies ;  and  let  every  Mason  act  as  the 
dictates  of  reason  prompt  him,  to  live  in  brotherly  love.* 
As  more  immediate  guides  for  a  Freemason,  the  lodge 
is  furnished  with  unerring  rules,  whereby  he  shall  form 
his  conduct ;  the  book  of  his  law  is  laid  before  him,  that 
he  may  not  say,  through  ignorance  he  erred ;  whatever 
the  Great  Architect  of  the  world  hath  dictated  to  mm- 
kind  as  the  mode  in  which  he  would  be  served,  and  the 
path  in  which  man  is  to  tread  to  obtain  his  approbation ; 
whatever  precepts  he  hath  administered,  and  with  what- 
ever laws  he  hath  inspired  the  sages  of  old,  the  same  are 
comprised  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  Masonry,  That 
book,  which  is  never  closed  in  any  lodge,  reveals  th^ 
duties  which  the  Great  Master  of  all  exacts  from  us; 
open  to  every  eye,  comprehensible  to  every  mind:  then, 
who  shall  say  among  us  that  he  knows  not  the  accepta- 
ble service? 

But,  as  the  frailty  of  human  nature  constantly  wages 
war  with  truth,  and  man's  infirmities  struggle  with  his 
virtues, — ^to  aid  and  conduct  every  Mason,  the  master 
holds  the  compass,  limiting  the  disrtance,  progress,  and 
circumference  of  the  work ;  he  dictateth  the  manners, 
he  giveth  the  direction  of  the  design,  and  delineates 
each  portion  and  part  of  the  labour;  assigning  to  each 
his  province  and  his  order.  And  such  is  the  mastership, 
that  each  part,  when  asunder,  seems  irregular  and  with- 
out form ;  yet,  when  put  together,  like  the  building  of 
the  Temple  at  Jerusalem,  is  connected  and  framed  in  true 
synmietry,  beauty,  and  order. 

The  moral  implication  of  which  is,  that  the  master  in 
his  lodge  sits  dictating  such  salutary  laws,  for  the  regu- 
lation thereof,  as  his  prudence  directs ;  assigning  to  each 
brother  his  proper  province;  limiting  the  rashness  of 
some,  and  circumscribing  the  imprudeuce  of , others; 
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reBtminmg  all  licentiouflness  and  drunkennesSy  discoid 
and  malicei  envy  and  pepToach ;  and  promoting  brotherly 
love,  morality,  charity,  c<Nrdiality,  and  innocent  mirth; 
that  the  assembly  of  the  brethren  may  be  conducted 
with  order,  harmony,  and  love^ 

To  try  the  works  of  every  Mason,  the  square  is  pre- 
sented, as  the  probation  of  his  life,  proving  whether  his 
manners  are  regular  and  uniform ;  for  Masons  should  be 
of , one  principle  and  one  rank,  without  the  distinctions  of 
pride  and  pageantry :  intimating  that,  from  high  to  low, 
the  minds  of  Masons  should  be  inclined  to  good  works, 
above  which  no  man  stands  exalted  by  his  fortune. 

But  superior  to  all,  the  lodge  is  furnished  with  three 
luminaries;'  as  the  golden  candlestick  in  the  Tabernacle 

'  The  particular  attention  paid  by  the  ancients  to  the  element  of 
fire  is  in  no  wise  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  consider,  that  whenever 
the  Deity  deigned  to  reyeal  himself  to  the  human  senses,  it  was  under 
this  element.  And  the  angel  of  the  Liord  appeared  unto  him  in  a 
fiame  of  fire  out  of  the  midst  of  a  bush ;  and  he  looked,  and  behold 
the  bush  burned  with  fire,  and  the  bush  was  not'  consumed.  Grod 
called  unto  him  out  of  the  midst  of  the  bush,  and  said,  Moses,  Moses. 
And  the  Lord  went  before  tiiem  by  day  in  a  pillar  of  a  doad,  to  lead 
them  the  way;  and  by  night  in  a  pillar  of  fire  to  j^re  them  light; 
to  go  by  day  and  night.  There  were  thunders  and  lightnines,  and  a 
thidc  cloud  upon  the  mount.  And  Mount  Sinai  was  altogemer  on  a 
smoke,  because  the  Lord  descended  upon  it  in  fire.  And  the  sight  of 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  was  like  devouring  fire  on  the  top  of  the  moo&t, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  Israel.  And  there  I  will  meet  with  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  the  Tabernacle  shall  be  sanctified  by  my  glory. 
(Exod.  iii.,  2, 4;  xiii.,  21 ;  xix.,  16, 8;  xxiv.,  17;  mx.,  13.)  That  thou  goeat 
before  them,  by  day  time,  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloud,  and  in  a  pillar  of  fire  by 
night.  (Num.  ix.,  16.)  The  Lord  talked  to  you  face  to  faoe  in  the 
mount,  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire.  For  yb  were  afraid  by  reason  of 
the  firo,  and  went  not  up  into  the  mount.  These  words  the  Lord 
spake  unto  all  your  assembly  in  the  mount,  out  of  the  midst  of  the 
fire.  For  the  mountain  did  bum  with  fire.  And  we  have' heard  \m 
voice  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire.  For  who  is  there  of  all  flesh  that 
hath  heard  the  voice  of  the  living  God,  speaking  out  of  tiie  midst  of 
the  fire  (as  we  have),  and  lived?"  (Deut.  v.,  4-24.)  To  these  may 
be  added  the  shechinah  in  the  Temple.  It  would,  from  a  kind  of  parity 
in  circumstances,  naturally  follow,  that  men  would  look  up  to  the  son 
as  the  throne  of  the  Divimty,  from  whence  his  ministering  spirits  dis- 
pensed his  will  to  the  distant  quarters  of  the  universe.  Fire  became 
the  general  emblem  of  the  Divinity  .am(mg  the  eastern  natLons — ^was 
in  great  esteem  with  the  Chaldeans  and  Persians.  The  Persians 
used  consecrated  fire  as  the  emblem  of  the  Supreme  Being;  to  whom 
they  would  not  bmld  temples,  or  confine  the  Divinity  to  space.  The 
ethereal  fire  was  preserved  in'  the  Temple  of  the  Jews,  and  in  the 
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of  Moses  was  at  once  emblematical  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
whereby  his  chosen  people  were  enlightened,  and  pro- 
phetical of  the  churches;  or  otherwise,  Josephus  says, 
representative  of  the  planets  and  the  powerfiil  works  of 
God:  so  our  three  hghts  show  to  us  the  three  great 
stages  of  Masonry,  the  knowledge  and  worsh^  of  the 
God  of  Nature  in  the  purity  of  Eden — the  service  under 
the  Mosaic  law,  when  divested  of  idolatry — and  the 
Christian  revelation :  but  most  especially  our  lights  are 
4  typical  of  the  holy  Trinity.  Ana  as  such  is  the  furni- 
ture of  the  lodge  f  such  the  principles  dictated  to  us  as 
Masons;  let  us  reioice  in  the  exercise  of  those  excel- 
lences, which  should  set  us  above  the  rank  of  other  men; 
and  prove  that  we  are  brought  out  of  darkness  into  light. 
And  let  us  show  our  good  works  unto  the  world,  that 
through  our  light  so  shining  unto  men,  they  msiv  glorify 
the  Great  Master  of  the  Universe;  and  therefore  ^^do 
justice,  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with  tiieir  God." 

Tabemacla  with  great  xeyeienoe.  The  Drnid  priests  in  their  worship 
looked  towards  the  sun :  thej  retained  man;jr  of  the  Amonian  rites : 
they  are  said  to  have  made  mystical  processions  roond  their  conse- 
crated fires  sunwise,  before  they  proceeded  to  sacrifice. 

'  Technically  speakine,  the  fomitare  of  the  lodge  is  the  Bible, 
Sqoaie,  and  Compass  only.^EDiTOK. 
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THB  AFPABBL  AND  JBWBLS  OF  MASONS. 

Masons,  as  one  of  the  first  principles,  profess  Inno- 
cence :  they  put  on  white  apparel  as  an  emblem  of  that 
character,  whidi  bespeaks  purity  of  soul,  goiltlessneas, 
and  being  harmless. 

We  have  the  following  passage  in  the  Biographia 
Ecclesiastica:  ^*The  ancients  were  also  wont  to  put  a 
white  garment  on  the  person  baptised,  to  denote  his 
having  put  off  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  and  his  being  cleansed 
from  his  former  sins,  and  that  he  had  obliged  himself  to 
maintain  a  life  of  unspotted  innoceney.  Accordingly, 
the  baptised  are,  both  by  the  Apostle  and  the  Greek 
fathers,  styled  fon$^ofi9voi,  the  enlightened,  because  they 
professed  to  be  the  children  of  light,  and  engaged  them- 
selves n6ver  to  return  again  to  the  works  of  darkness.^ 
This  white  garment  used  to  be  delivered  to  them  with 
this  solemn  charge  :  ^  Receive  the  white  and  undefiled 
garment,  and  produce  it  without  spot  before  the  tribunal 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  you  may  obtain  eternal 
life.  Amen.'  They  were  wont  to  wear  these  white  gar- 
ments for  the  space  of  a  week  after  they  were  baptised, 
and  then  put  them  off  and  laid  them  up  in  the  diiirch, 
that  they  might  be  kept  as  a  witness  agamst  them  if  they 
should  violate  the  baptismal  covenant." 

Whilst  the  apron,*  with  which  we  are  clothed,  indi- 
cates a  disposition  of  innocence,  and  belies  not  the 
wearer's  heart,  let  the  imorant  deride  and  scoff  on; 
superior  to  the  ridicule  and  malice  of  the  wicked,  we  will 

'  The  people  that  walked  in  darkness  hare  seen  a  great  light :  they 
that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  shadow  of  death,  npon  them  nath  the 
light  shined."    (Isaiah  ix.,  2.) 

*  See  the  Signs  and  Symools,"  for  a  lecture  (x.)  on  the  Maaomo 
Apron.—EniTOB. 
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enfold  ourselyes  in  the  of  onr  own  Tirtue,  and,  safe 
in  self-approvinff  conBcience,  stand  nnmoved  amid  the 
peisecations  of  advenity. 

The  raiment  which  truly  implies  the  innocence  of  the 
heart,  is  a  badge  more  hononranle  than  ever  was  devised 
by  kings.  The  Roman  eagle,  with  all  the  orders  of 
kmghl£ood,  are  inferior:  they  may  be  prostituted  by  the 
caprice  of  princes;  but  innocence  is  mnate,  and  cannot 
be  adopted. 

To  be  a  true  Mason  is  to  possess  this  principle ;  or  the 
apparel  which  he  wears  is  an  infamy  to  the  apostate, 
and  onl^  shows  him  forth  to  shame  and  contempt. 

That  innocence  should  be  the  professed  principle  of  a 
Mason,  o(^caBions  no  astonishment,  when  we  consider 
that  the  discovery  of  the  Deity  leads  us  to  the  knowledge 
of  those  maxims  wherewith  he  may  be  well  pleased.  The 
very  idea  of  a  God  is  succeeded  with  the  belief  that  he 
can  approve  of  nothing  that  is  evil;  and  when  first  our 
predecessors  professed  themselves  servants  of  the  Archi^ 
teQt  of  the  World,  as  an  indispensable  duty  they  pro- 
fessed innocency,  and  put  on  white  raiment  as  a  type  and 
characteristic  of  their  conviction,  and  of  their  being 
devoted  to  his  will.*  The  Druidis  were  apparelled  in 
white  9^  the  time  of  their  sacrifices  and  solemn  offices. 
The  Egyptian  priests  of  Osiris  wore  snow-white  cotton. 
We  do  not  find  that  priests  of  other  nations,  noted 
for  antiquity,  were  singular  in  this,  except  that  in  the 
service  of  Ceres,  under  whom  was  symbolized  the  gifb  of 
Providence  in  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  the  Grecian  priests 
put  on  white. 

Every  degree  of  sin  strikes  the  rational  mind  of  man 
with  some  feelings  of  self-condemnation.  Under  such 
conviction,  who  could  call  upon  or  claim  the  presence 
of  a  Divinity,  whose  demonstration  is  good  works? 
Hence  are  men  naturally  led  to  conceive  that  such 
Divinity  will  only  accept  of  works  of  righteousness. 
Standinff  forth  for  the  approbation  of  Heaven,  the  ser- 
vants of  the  first  revealed  God  bound  themselves  to 
maxims  of  puri^  and  virtue ;  and,  as  Masons,  we  regard 
the  principles  oi  those  who  were  tiie  first  worshippers  of 

*  King  Solomon  leoommended  white  garments,  as  being  indioatiye 
of  mental  pnrity.  Let  thy  gannents  be  always  white."  (Eooles. 
ix.,  8.)— Editor. 
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the  trae  God,  imitate  their  i^parel,  and  amume  the  badge 
of  innocence* 

Our  jewels  or  ornaments  imply  that  we  try  our 
affections  by  justice,  and  our  actions  by  truth,  as  the 
square  tries  the  workmanship  of  the  mechanic ;  that  we 
regard  our  mortal  state, — ^whether  it  is  dignified  by  titles 
or  not,  whether  it  be  opulent  or  indigent, — as  being  of 
one  nature  in  the  beginning,  and  of  one  rank  in  its  close. 
In  sensations,  passions,  and  pleasures;  in  infirmities, 
maladies,  and  wants,  all  mankind  are  on  a  paraUeL 
Nature  hath  given  us  no  superiorities :  it  is  wiaaom  and 
virtue  that  constitute  superiority.  From  such  maxims 
we  make  estimates  of  our  brother,  when  his  calamities 
call  for  our  counsel  or  our  aid.  The  works  of  charity  are 
from  sympathetic  feelings,  and  benevolence  acts  upon 
the  level.  The  emblem  of  these  sentiments  is  another 
of  the  jewels  of  our  society. 

To  walk  uprightly  before  Heaven  and  before  men^ 
neither  inclimng  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  is  the  duty 
of  a  Mason;  neither  becoming  an  enthusiast  or  a  perse- 
cutor in  religion^  nor  bending  towards  innovation  or 
infidelity.  In  civil  government,  firm  in  our  allegiance, 
yet  steadfast  in  our  laws,  liberties,  and  constitution.  In 
private  life,  yielding  up  every  selfish  propensity,  inclining 
neither  to  avarice  or  mjustice,  to  malice  or  revenge,  to 
envy  or  contempt  with  mankind ;  but,  as  the  builder 
raises  his  column  by  the  plane  and  perpendicular,  so 
should  the  Mason  carry  himself  towards  the  world.^ 

To  rule  our  affections  by  justice  and  our  actions  by 
truth,  is  to  wear  a  jewel  which  would  ornament  the 
bosom  of  the  highest  potentate  on  earth.  Human  nature 
has  her  impulses  from  desires  which  are  often  too  inor- 
dinate :  love  binds  us  with  prejudices,  and  resentment 
bums  with  fevers;  contempt  renders  us  incredulous,  and 
covetousness  deprives  us  of  every  generous  and  hxmsane 
feeling.  To  steer  the  bark  of  life  upon  the  sea  of  passion, 
without  quitting  the  course  of  rectitude,  is  one  of  the 
highest  excellences  to  which  human  nature  can  be 
brought,  aided  with  all  the  powers  of  philosophy  and 
religion. 

X  et,  merely  to  act  with  justice  and  truth,  is  not  all 
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that  man  should  attempt ;  for  even  that  excellence  would 
be  selfishness:  that  outy  is  not  relative,  but  merely 
proper ;  it  is  only  touching  our  own  character,  and  doing 
nothing  for  our  neighbour ;  for  justice  is  an  indiepensable 
duty  in  each  individual.  We  were  not  bom  for  ourselves 
alone — only  to  shape  our  course  through  life  in  the  tracks 
of  tranquillity — and  solely  to  study  that  which  should 
afford  peace  to  the  conscience  at  home ;  but  men  were 
made  as  mutual  aids  to  each  other.  No  one  among  us,  be 
he  ever  so  opulent,  can  subsist  without  the  assistance  of  his 
fellow-creatures.  Nature's  wants  are  numerous,  and  our 
hands  are  filled  with  ver^  little  of  the  warfare  of  neces- 
sity:  our  nakedness  must  be  clothed,  our  hunger  satisfied, 
our  maladies  visited.  Where  shall  the  proud  man  toil  for 
sustenance,  if  he  stands  unaided  by  his  neighbour  ?  When 
we  look  through  the  varied  scene  of  life,  we  see  our  fel- 
low-creatures attacked  with  innumerable  calamities; 
and,  were  we  without  compassion,  we  should  exist  with- 
out one  of  the  finest  feelings  of  the  human  heart.  To 
love  and  to  approve,  are  movements  in  the  soul  of  man 
which  yield  him  pleasure ;  but  to  pity,  gives  him  hea- 
venly sensations ;  and  to  relieve,  is  divine.  Charity  thus 
hath  her  existence :  her  rise  is  from  the  consciousness  of 
our  similarity  in  nature ;  the  level  on  which  mortality 


love  towards  our  brother,  coupled  with  the  touch  of 
original  estimation  in  our  minos,  which  proves  all  our 
species  to  be  brethren  of  one  existence,  its  conclusion 
is,  from  comparison  producing  judgment,  we  weigh  the 
necessities  of  our  suffering  fellow-creatures  by  our  natural 
equality,  by  compassion,  our  sympathy,  and  our  own 
abilities,  and  dispense  our  gifts  n*om  affection.  Pity  and 
pain  are  sisters  by  sjrmpathy. 

To  be  an  upright  man,  is  to  add  still  greater  lustre  to 
the  Mason's  character.  To  do  justice,  and  to  have  charity, 
are  excellent  steps  in  human  life  ;  but  to  act  uprightly 
gives  a  superlative  degree  of  excellence,  for  in  that  sta- 
tion we  shall  become  examples  in  religious,  in  civil,  and 
in  moral  conduct.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  are  neither 
enthusiasts  nor  persecutors  in  religion— neither  bending 
towards  innovation  or  infidelity — ^not  to  be  in  the  passive 
only,  but  we  should  appear  in  the  active  character;  we 


92 


THB  APPARtti.  AND  JBWBL8. 


shoald  be  zealous  practisers,  observers  of,  and  steadfiwt 
members  m,  religious  duties.  In  civil  matters,  we  should 
not  only  submit  to,  but  execute  the  laws  of  our  country; 
obey  all  their  ordinances,  and  perform  all  thdr  precepte; 
be  iaithful  to  the  constitution  of  the  realm,  and  loyal  to 
our  king;  true  soldiers  in  the  defence  of  our  liberty,  and 
of  his  crown  and  dignity.*  In  morality,  it  requires  of  us. 
not  onl^  that  we  should  not  err,  by  injuring,  betraying, 
or  deceiving,  but  that  we  should  do  good  in  every  capa- 
city in  that  station  of  life  wherein  kind  Providence  has 
placed  us.* 

By  such  metes  let  the  Mason  be  proved,  and  testiiy 
that  his  emblematical  jewels  are  ensigns  only  of  the 
inward  man ;  thence  he  will  stand  approved  before  Hea- 
ven and  before  men,  purchasing  honour  to  his  profession 
and  felicity  to  the  professor.' 

'  Hiis  is  a  coQiplete  refatatioii  of  the  opinion  of  Ptrati,  who  ayer^ 
red  (aooordin^  to  Laurie,  for  I  have  not  seen  hu  book)  that  Free- 
masonry was  instituted  by  Oliyer  Cromwell,  f or  republioan  jpuiposes; 
that  the  leyel  was  a  symlx)!  of  political  equality ;  that  its  chief  design 
was  to  build  a  temple  to  Libertj;  to  extirpate  monarchy,  and« 
introduoe  in  its  stead  a  pore  demociaoy. — Editor. 

*  Appendix,  F.  ^  Appendix^  G. 
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The  first  worshippers  of  the  God  of  Kature  in  the  east, 
represented  the  Deity  by  the  figures  of  the  sun  and  moon, 
from  the  influence  of  those  heavenly  bodies  on  the  earth ; 
professiag  that  the  universe  was  the  temple  in  which 
the  Divinity  was  at  all  times  and  .  in  all  places  present. 

They  adopted  those,  with  other  symbols,  as  a  cautious 
mode  of  preserving  or  explaining  divine  knowledge.  But 
we  perceive  the  danger  arising  from  thence  to  religion; 
for  the  eye  of  the  ignorant,  the  bigot,  and  enthusiast, 
cast  up  towards  these  objects,  without  the  light  of  un- 
derstanding, introduced  the  worship  of  images ;  and,  at 
length,  thfi  idols  of  Osiris  and  Isis  became  the  gods  of  the 
Egyptians,^  without  conveying  to  their  devotees  the  least 
idea  of  their  great  Archetvpe.  Other  nations  (who  had 
expressed  the  attributes  of  the  Deity  by  outward  objects, 
or  who  had  introduced  images  into  the  sacred  places  as 
ornaments,  or  rather  to  assist  the  memory,  claim  devout 
attention,  and  warm  the  affections)  ran  into  the  same 
error,  and  idols  multiplied  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Amongt  the  ancients,  the  vulgar  worshippers  of  idols 
throughout  the  world  had  at  last  entirely  lost  the  remem- 
brance of  the  original,  of  whose  attributes  their  images 
were  at  first  merely  symbols ;  and  the  second  darkness 

*  "It  would  occupy  too  much  of  our  time,"  says  Spineto,  **to 
save  the  whole  account  of  them  both ; .  of  their  exploits;  of  the  bene- 
fits they  conferred  up<»i  Egypt ;  of  the  persecution  and  murder  oi 
Osiris  bv  Typhon,  and  the  anxiety  and  labours  undergone  by  Isis  to 
collect  his  scattered  limbs,  and  to  have  them  buried.  This  foolish 
story,  which  in  process  of  time  became  a  legend,  was,  in  the  begin- 
ning, wilhout  the  least  doubt,  a  regular  fable,  recording  one  of  the 
ffreatest  truths  transmitted  and  preserved  by  tradition  amongst  man- 
kind, of  the  sad  event  of  the  fall  of  man,  and  of  the  destruction  of  the 
world  by  the  deluge." — EnrroB. 
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in  religion  was  niore  tremendous  than  the  first,  as  it  was 
strengthened  by  prepossession,  custom,  bigotry,  and 
superstition. 

Moses  had  acquired  the  learning  of  the  Egyptiaiis, 
and  derived  the  doctrines  of  trutji  from  the  righteous 
ones  of  the  nations  of  the  East he  being  also  led  by 
divine  influence,  and  thence — ^truly  comprehending  the 
light  from  out  the  darkness — taught  the  people  of  Israel 
the  worship  of  the  true  God,  without  the  enigmas  and 
poilutionB  of  the  idolatrous  nations  which  surrounded 
them. 

This  was  the  second  era  of  the  worship  of  the  Grod  of 
Nature ;  and  at  this  period  the  second  stage  of  Masonry 
arises. 

The  Ruler  of  the  Jews,  perceiving  how  prone  the 
minds  of  ignorant  men  were  to  be  perverted  l>y  show 
and  ceremony ;  and  that  the  eye,  being  caught  by  pomp 
and  solemn  rites,  debauched  the  iudgment,  and  led  the 
heart  astray ;  and  being'  convinced  that  the  magnificent 
festivals,  processions,  sacrifices,  and  ceremonials  of  the 
idolatrous  nations,  impressed  the  minds  of  mankind  with 
a  wild  degree  of  reverence  and  enthusiastic  devotion, 
thought  it  expedient,  for  the  service  of  the  God  of  Israel, 
to  institute  holy  offices,  though  in  an  humbler  and  less 
ostentatious  mode;  well  judging  that  the  service  and 
adoration  of  the  Deity,  which  was  only  clothed  in  sim- 
plicity of  manners  and  humble  prayer,  must  be  established 
in  the  conviction  of  the  heart  of  man,  with  which  igno- 
rance was  ever  waging  war. 

In  succeeding  ages,  Solomon  built  a  Temple  for  the 
service  of  God,  and  ordained  its  rites  and  ceremonies  to 
be  performed  with  a  splendour  equal  to  the  most  extra- 
vagant pomp  of  the  idolaters. 

As  this  Temple*  received  the  second  race  of  the  ser- 
vants of  the  true  God,  and  as  the  true  craftsmen  were 
here  proved  in  their  \^ork,  we  will  crave  your  attention 
to  the  circumstances  which  are  to  be  gathered  from  Holy 

'  The  east  gate  shall  be  shut,  it  shall  not  be  opened,  and  no  man 
shall  enter  in  bj  it;  because  tlie  Lord,  the  God  ef  Israel,  halli 
ent'  red  in  by  it,  therefore  it  shall  be  shut  It  is  for  the  prince :  the 
prb  oe  shall  sit  in  it  to  eat  bread  before  the  Lord.  Then  brongfat  he 
me  hy  the  way  of  the  north  gate  before  the  house."  (Exek.  zfir., 
2-^  I 
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Writ,  and  from  hiBtorians,  touching  this  stnicture,  as  an 


appear,  to  such  of  our  brethren  as  are  not  learned  in 
antiquity,  dark  or  insignificant,  unless  they  are  proved 
from  thence. 

In  the  first  book  of  Kings,  we  are  told  that  Hiram, 
King  of  Tyre,  sent  his  servants  unto  Solomon :  and  Solo- 
mon sent  to  Hiram,  saving,  Bishold  I  intend  to  build  an 
house  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  my  God.  And  Solomon 
raised  I  a  levy  out  of  all  Israel,  and  the  levy  was  thirty 
thousand  men.  And  he  sent  them  to  Lebanon,  ten  thou- 
sand a  month,  by  courses;  a  month  they  were  in  Leba- 
non, and  two  months  at  home ;  and  Adoniram  was  ovei 
the  levy.  And  Solomqn  had  threescore  and  ten  thousand 
that  bare  burdens,  and  fourscore  thousand  hewers  in  the 
mountains,  besides  the  chief  of  Solomon's  officers  which 
were  over  the  work,  three  thousand  and  three  hundred, 
which  ruled  over  the  people  which  wrought  in  the  work 
And  the  king  commanded,  and  they  brought  great  stones, 
costly  stones,  and  hewed  stoueSf  to  lay  the  foundation  oi 
the  house.  And  Solomon's  builders  and  Hiram's  builders 
did  hew  them,  and  the  stone-squarers  or  gibilites.  In  the 
fourth  year  was  the  foundation  of  the  house  laid,  and  in 
the  eleventh  year  was  the  house  finished  throughout  all 
the  parts  thereof,  and  according  to  all  the  fashion  of  it 
And  King  Solomon  sent  and  fetched  Hiram  out  of  Tyre. 
He  was  a  widow's  son  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  and  his 
father  was  a  man  of  Tyre,  a  worker  in  brass. '  He  cast 
two  pillars  of  brass,  with  two  chapiters  which  were  of 
lily-work,  and  he  set  up  the  pillars  in  the  porch  of  the 
Temple.  And  he  set  up  the  right  pillar,  and  he  called 
the  name  thereof  Jachin ;  and  he  set  up  the  left  pillar, 
and  called  it  Boaz."*  In  the  second  booK  of  Chronicles, 
we  read  that  *'he  set  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand  of 
them  to  be  bearers  of  burdens,  and  fourscore  thousand 
to  be  hewers  in  the  mountains,  and  three  thousand  and 
six  hundred  overseers  to  set  the  people  to  work.  And 

'  In  M.  Clavelfs  Picturesque  Masonry,  he  informs  us  that  in  the 
dome  of  Wortzberg,  in  front  of  the  entrance  to  the  chamber  of  the 
dead,  we  see  on  one  side,  on  the  chapiter  of  a  column,  tiie  mysterious 
inscription  Jachin;  and  at  the  other  side,  the  word  Boaz,  on  the 
shaft  of  a  pillar,  And  the  figure  of  Christ,  which  occupies  the  top  of 
fhe  portal  of  ^e  church  of  St.  Denis,  has  his  hand  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion well  known  to  all  existing  Freemasons. — ^Editor. 
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Solomon  sent  to  Hiram,  Kins  of  Tyre,  to  send  him  a 
man  cunning  to  work  in  gold  and  in  silver,  in  brass,  in 
iron,  in  purple,  in  crimson,  and  in  blue,  and  skilful  b 
enffravings.  And  Hiram  sent  unto  him  a  cunning  man, 
endowed  with  the  understanding  of  Hiram  his  fiither. 
And  he  made  the  veil  of  the  Temple  of  blue,  purple, 
crimson,  and  fine  linen*  And  he  made  before  the  house 
two  pillars,^  and  called  the  name  of  that  on  the  right 
hand  Jachin,  and  that  on  the  left  Boaz."^ 

When  this  splendid  structure  was  finished,  Solomon 
stx)od  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  congregation  of  Israel,  and  spread  forth  his  hands  and 
said,  0  Lord  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  Otod  like  thee  in 
the  heaven  and  in  the  earth :  O  Lord  my  God,  hearken 
unto  the  cry  and  the  prayer  which  thy  servant  praveft 
before  thee :  O  Lord  God,  turn  not  away  the  face  of  thy 
anointed." 

In  the  conduct  of  this  great  work,  we  must  admire 
the  sagacity  of  this  pious  architect;  he  discerned  the 
necessity  there  was  to  assign  to  portions  of  lus  people, 

*  These  pillars  were  not  set  up  for  worship,  but  for  ornament  and 
oommemoration ;  beoaose  the  adoration  of  such  obelisks  was  an  abo- 
mination Bxpressly  forbidden  in  the  Mosaic  law.  "  Ye  shall  not  place 
in  your  land  a  stone  to  be  looked  on  in  the  way  of  adoration."  (Levit 
xxvi.,  1.) — Editor. 

•  The  raisinff  pillars  and  obelisks  was  a  custoni  of  the  eastern 
nations,  and  of  Egypt  in  parttcnlar;  the  use  of  which,  we  are  toM, 
was  to  record  the  extent  of  dominion,  and  the  tributes  of  nations  sub^ 
ject  to  the  Egyptian  empire,  &o.,  or  in  commemoration  of  memorable 
events.  Diodorus  tells  us,  that  Sesostris  signalized  his  reign  by  the 
erection  of  two  obelisks,  which  were  cut  with  a  design  to  acquaint 
posterity  a£  the  extent  of  his  power,  and  the  number  of  nations  he 
had  conquered.  Augustus,  according  to  the  report  of  Pliny,  trans- 
ported one  of  these  obelisks  to  Rome,  and  placed  it  in  the  Campus 
Martius.  Pliny  says,  the  Egyptians  were  the  first  dcTisers  of  such 
monuments,  and  that  Mestres,  King  of  Heliopolis,  erected  the  first 
Marsham  and  others  attribute  the  invention  to  Sesostris.  The  obelisk 
of  Shannesses  exceeded  all  that  had  preceded  it:  Constantine,  and 
Constans,  his  son,  caused  it  to  be  removed  to  Rome,  where  it  remains 
the  noblest  piece  of  Egyptian  antiquity  existing  in  the  world.  Solo- 
mon had  pursued  this  custom  in  erecting  his  pillars  in  the  porch  of 
the  Temp^,  which  he  designed  should  be  a  memorial  to  the  Jews  as 
they  entered  the  holy  place,  to  warm  their  minds  with  confidence  and 
faith ;  by  this  record  of  the  promises  made  by  the  Lord  unto  his 
father  David,  and  which  were  repeated  unto  him  in  a  vision,  in  which 
the  voice  of  God  proclaimed  (1  Kings  ix.,  5,)  **I  will  establish  the 
throne  of  thy  kmgdom  upon  Israel  for  ever." 
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the  particular  labour  they  were  to  pursue ;  he  gave  them 
particular  signs  and  secret  tokens,®  by  which  each  rank 
should  be  distinguished,  ii^  order  that  the  whole  might 
proceed  with  propriety,  and  without  confusion;  he 
selected  those  of  most  enlightened  minds  and  compre 
hensive  undetstandings,  religious  men,  piously  zealous  in 
good  works,  as  masters  to  superintend  the  workmen; 
men  skilful:  in  -geometry  and  proportions,  who  had  been 
initiate^  and  proved  in  the  mystical  learning  of  the 
ancient  sages;  those  he  made  overseers  of  the  work: 
the  whole  was  conducted  with  that  degree  of  holy  rever- 
ence, that  even  the  noise  of  a  tool  or  instrument  was  not 
permitted  to  disturb  the  sacred  silence  on  Moriah^  sancti- 
fied by  the  presence  of  the  Almightv,  and  by  his  miracu- 
lous works.  Was  it  not  reasonable,  then,  to  conceive 
under  this  exalted  degree  of  pious  attention,  that  no  part 
of  the  structpre  was  to  be  formed,  but  by  men  of  pure 
hands  and  holy  mind,  who  had  professed  themselves 
devoted  to  the  service  of  the  true  6od,  and  had  enrolled 
themselves  under  the  banner  of  true  religion  and  virtue. 
Ab  the  sons  of  Aaron  alone  were  admitted  to  the  holy 
offices,  and  to  the  sacrificial  rites,  so  none  but  devotees 
were  admitted  to  this  labour.  On  this  stage  we  see  those 
religious  who  had  received  the  truth,  and  the  liffht  of 
un&rstanding  as  possessed  by  the  first  men,  embooied  as 
artificers,  and  engaged  in  this  holy  work  as  architects. 
This,  together  with  the  construction  of  the  Tabemade 
under  Moses,  are  the  first  instances  of  our  predecessors 
being  exhibited  to  the  world  as  builders :  for,  although 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  the  sages  amongst  the  Hebrews, 
Egyptians,  Persians,  Chaldeans,  Greeks,  Romans,  Bra- 
mms,  Druids,  and  Bards,  understood  geometry  and  the 
rules  of  pro^rtion  and  numbers,  yet  we  have  no  evi- 
dence of  then:  being  the  actual  executors  of  any  plan 
in  architecture;^  and  yet,  without  question,  they  were 

'  These  were  meaiit  for  the  better  oondaot  of  (lie  work,  and  were 
totally  abstracted  from  those  other  piinoiples  whioh  were  the  found- 
ation of  our  profession.  Thej  were  manual  pioofiB  of  the  part  each 
was  stationea  to  perform;  the  li^t  whioh  had  possessed  the  sonl, 
and  which  was  the  first  prindple,  was  in  no  wise  to  be  ^stingoished 
hy  such  signs  and  tokens,  or  revealed,  expressed*  or  oommmuoated 
tiiereby. 

^  Modem  disooveries  in  Egypt,  and  other  coontrtes  have  oontri- 
biited  to  prove  that  the  most  stapendons  specimens  of  arohiteotiire 
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the  projectors  and  superintendents  of  such  works  in 
every  age  and  nation. 

Without  such  regulations  as  Solomon  had  devised  for 
the  government  of  his  servants,  without  such  artificers, 
and  a  superior  wisdom  overruling  the  whole,  we  should 
be  >at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  beginning,  carrying  on, 
and  finishing  that  great  work  in  the  space  of  seven  years 
and  six  months,  when  the  two  succeedmg  temples,  though 
much  inferior,  employed  so  much  more  time ;  and  when 
we  have  good  authority  to  believe  that  the  Temple  of 
Diana,  at  Ephesus,  a  structure  not  comparable  to  the 
Temple  of  Jerusalem,  was  two  hundred  and  twenty  years 
in  buildinff. 

The  bunding  being  conducted  by  a  set  of  Religious, 
makes  it  natural  to  conceive  that,firom  devotion  and  pious 
fervour,  as  well  as  emulation,  those  employed  had  un- 
ceasing motives  to  prompt  their  diligencet  and  preserve 
harmony  and  order ;  as  their  labour  was  probationary, 
and  led  to  an  advancement  and  superior  privileges,  higher 
points  of  knowledge,  and,  at  the  last,  to  that  honourable 
pre-eminence,  a  master  of  the  holy  work. 

Solomon,  himself,  was  an  extraordinary  personage, 
and  his  wisdom  and  magnificence  had  guned  him  the 
wonder  and  attention  of  the  neighbouring  nations ;  but 
this  splendid  structure,  the  wonder  of  the  earth,  thus 
raised  DV  the  pious  hands  of  men,  labouring  in  the  wor- 
ship and  service  of  the  God  of  Israel,  would  of  conse- 
quence extend  his  fame,  and  attract  the  admiration  of  the 

haye  been  erected  by  all  the  above  people.  In  Egypt,  parficiilariy, 
anoh  works  hare  been  found,  which,  in  magnitude  and  sublimity, 
exceed  the  comprehension,  and  excite  the  wonder  of  modem  artists. 
Respecting  Thebes,  Belzoni  says,  that  '*this  most  sublime  of  all 
ruins  is  in  appearance  a  city  of  fi^iants,  who,  after  a  long  conflict 
which  ended  m  their  destruction,  left  the  ruins  of  their  habitations 
behind  them  as  a  memorial."  Browne  fuUy  confirms  tihe  statement 
of  Diodorus,  which  has  been  so  much  disputed,  viz.,  that  the  houses 
of  Thebes  were  four  or  five  stories  high,  and  that  the  circuit  was  nine 
leagoee.  If  so,  it  must  have  been  the  lar»)8t  mass  of  buHdings  ever 
known  in  the  world,  without  excepting  Babylon.  So  much  for  magni- 
tude. And  with  respect  to  the  elegance  of  the  Egyptian  details, 
Donon  informs  us  that  at  Tentyra  are  the  representations  of  the 
peristiies  of  temples  in  caryatides,  which  are  executed  in  paintings 
at  the  baths  of  Titus,  and  have  been  copied  by  Raphael,  and  which 
we  constantly  ape  in  our  rooms,  without  suspicion  that  the  Egyptians 
have  given  us  the  first  models  — Edi'^'^r. 
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more  oistant  parts  of  the  world :  his  name  and  his  arti- 
ficers would  Decome  the  wonder  of  mankind,  and  his 
works  their  example  and  emulation:^  from  thence  the 
masons  of  Solomon  would  be  dispersed  into  different 
states,  to  superintend  the  works  of  other  princes ;  and 
they  would,  in  consequence,  convert  infiaels,  initiate 
brethren  in  their  mysteries,  and  extend  their  order  over 
the  distant  quarters  of  the  known  world. 

We  find  that  the  like  distinctions  were  retained  on 
rebuilding  the  Temple  in  the  reigp  of  Cyrus,  and  that  the 
work  was  performed  by  the  religious  of  the  Israelites, 
and  not  by  ordinary  mechanics ;  for  they  refused  to  admit 
the  Samaritans  to  a  share  of  the  wo^k,  although  they 
petitioned  for  it  under  the  denomination  of  servants  of  the 
same  God :  yet  they  were  rejected,.as  unworthy  of  works 
of  piety,  and  unacceptable  to  the  God  of  tsrael ;  for, 
though  they  professed  themselves  to  be  servants  of  the 
true  God,  they  p(Aluted  their  worship  by  idols. 

Josephus,  in  his  "  History  of  the  Antiquities  of  the 
Jews,'^  speaking  of  Solomon's  going  about  to  erect  the 
temple  c^t  Jerusalem,  gives  copies  of  the  epistles  which 
passed  between  Solomon  and  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  on 
that  matter ;  and  which,  he  says,  remained  in  his  days, 
preserved  in  their  books,  and  amongst  the  Tyrians  also  ;^ 
which  epistles  are  as  follows : 

SOLOMON  TO  KINa  mRAM. 

**Kiiow  thou,  that  my  father  would  have  built  a  temple  to  Gk>d, 
but  was  hindered  by  wars  and  continual  expeditions ;  for  he  did  not 
leave  off  to  overthrow  his  enemies,  till  he  made  them  all  subject  to 
tribute.  But  I  give  thanks  to  God  for  the  peace  I  at  present  enjoy ; 
and,  on  that  account,  I  am  at  leisure,  and  design  to  build  an  house  to 
God :  for  God  foretold  to  my  fcither  that  such  an  house  should  be 
built  by  me ;  wherefore  I  desire  thee  to  send  some  of  thy  subjects 

"  An  ancient  masonic  tradition  relates  that  our  G*  M.  King  Solomon, 
struck  with  tiie  harmonv  produced  by  tihe  admirable  arrangements 
which  had  been  adopted  amongst  the  workmen,  conceived  the  idea  of 
forming  an  univers^  bond  of  brotherly  love,  which  ^ould  unite  all 
nations  in  the  pursuits  of  virtue  and  science.  For  this  purpose,  he 
admitted  to  his  system  those  illustrious  sages  who  Tisited  Jerusalem 
from  every  part  of  the  globe,  and  allowed  them  to  participate  in  his 
mysteries.  And  hence,  when  they  returned  home,  they  diffused 
Freemasonry  over  the  whole  face  of  the  earth. — ^Editor. 

*  Euaebius  Prepaiat.  Evanffel.  iz.  34,  has  these  letters,  though  great* 
ly  disguised  by  Enpolemus,  nom  whom  Eusebins  had  his  copies. 
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with  mine  to  Mount  Lebanon^  to  oat  dom  fnnber;  for  tbe  SMwriia 
are  more  skflfal  than  oar  people  in  ontting  of  wood :  as  for  wages  fx 
the  hewers  of  wood,  I  will  pay  whatsoever  price  thoa  shalt  determine.*' 


There  Is  reason  to  bless  Otod  that  he  has  oommitted  ihr  fa£biex*n 
goTemment  to  thee,  who  art  a  wise  man,  and  endowed  wiui  all  -nt- 
toes.  As  for  myself^  I  rejoioe  at  the  oondition  thoa  art  in,  and  wifl 
be  sabservient  to  thee  in  tJl  thoa  reqoirest ;  for  when,  by  my  servantB, 
I  have  cut  down  many  and  large  trees  of  cedar  and  cypress  wood,  I 
win  send  them  to  sea,  and  will  order  my  sabjects  to  make  floats  of 
them,  and  to  sail  to  what  place  soever  of  thy  coantry  then  shalt 
desire,  and  leave  them  there ;  after  which  thy  servants  may  cany 
them  to  Jerasalem  :  bat  do  thoa  take  care  to  procure  com  for  this 
timber,  which  we  stand  in  need  of,  becaase  we  inhabit  an  island." 

Josephus,  speaking  of  the  progress  of  the  building,^ 
says,  **  Solomon  sent  for  an  artificer  out  of  Tyre,  whose 
name  was  Hiram,  by  birth  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  on 
the  mother's  side.  This  man  was  skilful  in  all  sorts  of 
works ;  but  his  chief  skill  lay  in  working  in  gold,  in  sil- 
ver, and  brass ;  the  one  of  the  pillars  which  he  set  at  the 
entrance  of  the  porch,  at  the  right  hand,  he  called  Jachin, 
and  the  other,  at  the  left  hand,  he  called  Boaz." 

Solomon  was  wise  in  all  the  learning  of  the  ancients: 
he  was  possessed  of  all  the  mystical  knowledge  of  the 
eastern  nations ;  and,  to  perfect  the  same,  was  enlight- 
ened by  the  immediate  gift  of  heaven.  It  was  also  the 
mode  and  manners  of  the  times,  in  which  the  Temple  of 
Jerusalem  was  erected,  to  use  emblematical  and  symboh- 
cal  ornaments  in  public  edifices ;  a  fashion  derived  firom 
the  hieroglyphic  monuments  of  the  Egyptians,  and  the 
mysterious  mode  in  which  their  sages  concealed  their 
wisdom  and  learning  from  the  vulgar  eye,  and  communi- 
cated science  to  those  of  their  own  order  only. 


not  only  ornamental,  but  also  carried  with  them  an 
emblematical  import  in  their  names.^^   Boaz  being,  in  its 

Appendix,  H. 

And  more  than  this,  like  the  Palladium  of  Troy,  they  appear  to 
have  been  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  strnctore.  Thus,  at  the 
time  when  the  Temple  was  abandoned  hj  J^ovah,  he  is  represented 
magnifioentlj,  as  standing  upon  the  altar,  and  commanding  the  angel 
of  destruction  to  strike  the  heads  or  chapiters  of  these  two  pillan, 
and  the  total  ndnt  not  only  of  the  Temple,  bat  of  Jerasalem,  and  of 
the  eitire  system  of  Jewish  polity,  shoold  ensue.    (Amos,  ix.,  1.) 
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literal  translation,  "  in  thee  is  strength  and  Jachint 
*^  it  shall  be  established which,  by  a  very  natural  trans- 
position, may  be  put  thus :  O  Lord,  thou  are  mighty, 
and  thy  power  is  established  from  everlasting  to  ever- 
lasting; or  otherwise  they  might  imply,  as  Boaz  was  the 
great  grandfather  of  David,  the  house  of  David  shall  be 
established  for  ever.  I  am  justified  in  this  latter  appli- 
cation, b^  the  express  words  ^  of  Nathan,  the  prophet, 
unto  David,  inspired  by  the  vision  of  the  Lord,  '^And, 
when  thy  days  oe  fulfilled,  and  thou  shalt  sleep  with 
thy  fathers,  I  will  set  up  thy  seed  after  thee,  which  shall 

Sroceed  out  of  thy  bowels,  and  I  will  establish  his  kinff- 
om.  He  shall  build  an  house  for  my  name,  and  I  wul 
establish  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  for  ever.  And  thine 
house  and  thy  kingdom  shall  be  established  for  ever 
before  thee ;  thy  throne  shall  be  established  for  ever.''  ^ 
In  commemoration  of  this  great  promise  to  the  faithful, 
we  ornament  the  entrance  into  our  lodges  with  these 
emblematical  pillars,  from  our  knowledge  of  the  comple- 
tion of  that  sacred  sentence  accomplished  in  the  coming 
of  our  Redeemer. 

Ab  thdr  destmction  was  thiu  oomptehensive  and  sigmfioant,  so  was 
tkeir  election  sTmbolioal  of  the  nu^^nitude  and  splendour  of  the  Jew- 
ish nation  under  Solomon.  And  this  zeferenoe  was  embodied  in  their 
names. — ^EorroB. 

"2Sam.Tii.,  12-16. 


I 


^  102 


LECTURE  VIII. 


ON  OBOMBTRT. 

It  is  now  incumbent  upon  me  to  demonstrate  to  you 
the  great  signification  of  the  letter  wherewith  lodges 
and  the  medals  of  Masons  are  ornamented. 

To  apply  it  to  the  name  of  God  only,  is  depriying  it 
of  part  of  its  masonic  import;  although  I  haye  already 
shown  that  the  sjrmbols  used  in  lodges  are  expressiye  of 
the  Diyinity's  being  the  great  object  of  Masonry,  as 
Architect  of  the  world. 

This  significant  letter  denotes  Geometry,  which,  to 
artificers,  is  the  science  by  which  all  their  labours  are 
calculated  and  formed;  and,  to  Masons,  contains  the 
determination,  definition,  and  proof  of  the  order,  beauty, 
and  wonderful  wisdom  of  the  power  of  God  in  his 
creation. 

Geometry  is  said  originally  to  haye  signified  nothing 
more  than  the  art  of  measuring  the  earth,  or  any  distances 
or  dimension^  within  it ;  but,  at  present,  it  denotes  the 
science  of  magnitude  in  general,  comprehending  the 
doctrine  and  relations  of  whatsoeyer  is  susceptible  of 
auffmentation  or  diminution.  So  to  geometry  may  be 
referred  the  construction  not  only  of  lines,  superficies, 
and  solids,  but  also  of  time,  yelocity,  numbers,  weight, 
and  many  other  matters. 

This  is  a  science  which  is  said  to  haye  its  rise,  or,  at 
least,  its  present  rules,  from  the  Egyptians,  who  by 
nature  were  under  a  necessity  of  using  it,  to  remedy  the 
confusion  which  ffenerally  happened  in  their  lands  by 
the  oyerflowing  of  the  Nile,  wnich  carried  away  yearly 
all  boundaries,  and  efiaced  all  limits  of  their  possessions. 
Thus  this  science,  which  consisted  only  in  its  first  steps 
of  the  means  of  measuring  lands,  that  eyery  person  might 
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have  his  property  restored  to  him,  was  called  Geometry, 
or  the  art  of  measuring  land ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
draughts  and  schemes  the  Eg]rptians  were  annually  com* 
polled  to  make,  helped  them  to  discover  many  excellent 
properties  of  those  figures,  and  which  speculation  con- 
tinually occasioned  to  be  improved. 

From  Egypt,  geometry  passed  into  G-reece,  where  it 
continued  to  receive  new  improvements  in  the  hands  of 
Thales,  P3rthagoras,  Archimedes,  Euclid,  and  others. 
The  elements  of  geometry,  which  were  written  hy 
Euclid,^  testify  to  us  the  great  perfection  to  which  this 
science  was  brought  by  the  ancients,  though  much  infe- 
rior to  modern  geometry;  the  bounds  of  which^  by  the 
invention  of  fluxions,  and  the  discovery  of  an  infinite 
order  oi  curves,  are  greatly  enlarged. 

The  usefulness  of  geometry  extends  to  almost  every 
art  and  science ;  by  the  help  of  it,  astronomers  turn  their 
observations  to  advantage,  regulate  the  duration  of  time, 
seasons,  years,  cycles,-  and  epochas,  and  measure  the 
distance,  motions,  and  magnitude  of  the  heavenlv  bodies. 
It  is  by  this  science  that  geographers  determine  the  figure 
and  magnitude  of  the  whole  earth,  and  delineate  the 
extent  and  bearing  of  kingdoms,  provinces,  oceans,  har- 
bours, and  every  place  upon  the  globe.  It  is  adapted  to 
artificers  in  every  branch;  and  from  thence,  as  I  said 
before,  architects  derive  their  measures,  justnesses,  and 
proportions. 

This  naturally  leads  me  to  conjecture  why  the  square 
is  had  by  Masons  as  one  of  the  lights  of  Masonry,  and 
part  of  the  furniture  of  the  lodge.^  To  explain  my  ideas 
on  that  matter,  I  will  only  repeat  to  you  the  words  of  a 
celebrated  author,  treating  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  sciences.  He  says: — '^We  find  nothing  in  ancient 
authors  to  direct  us  to  the  exact  order  in  wmch  the  fun- 

^  An  old  MS.  on  Masonry  says,  Euclid  was  the  pupil  of  Abraham, 
and  in  his  time  the  river  Nile  overflowed  so  far  that  many  of  the 
dweUings  of  the  people  of  £^[7pt  were  destroyed.  Eoolid  instrooted 
them  in  the  art  of  making  mignty  walls  and  ditches,  to  stop  the  pro* 
gress  of  the  water ;  and,  by  geomelzy,  measured  out  the  land,  and 
divided  it  into  partitions,  so  that  each  man  might  asoertain  his  own 
property.*'  The  MS.  is  incorrect  in  making  Euclid  ootemporary  with 
Abraham;  but  it  truly  adds  that  be  gave  to  Masomry  the  name  of 
Geometry.— Editob. 

'  Appendix,  I.  . 
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damental  principles  of  measuring  surfaoes  were  discovered. 
They  probably  began  with  those  surfaces  which  termi- 
nated Dy  right  angles,  and  amongst  these  with  the  most 
simple.  It  is  hard,  indeed,  to  determine  which  of  those 
surfaces,  which  are  terminated  by  a  small  number  of 
right  lines,  are  the  most  simj^e.  If  we  were  to  judge 
by  the  number  of  aides,  the  triangle  has  indisputably  the 
advantage ;  yet  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  square 
was  the  figure  which  first  engaged  the  attention  of 
geometricians.  It  was  not  till  some  time  after  this  that 
they  began  ta  examine  equilateral  triangles,  which  are 
the  most  regular  of  all  triangular  figures.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  they  understood  that  rectilinear  figure 
first,  to  which  they  afterwards  compared  the  areas  of 
other  polygons,  as  they  discovered  them.  It  was  by  that 
means  the  square  became  the  common  measure  of  all  sur- 
faces ;  for,  of  all  ages,  and  amongst  all  nations  of  which 
we  have  any  knowledge,  the  square  has  always  been  that 
in  planimetery  which  the  unit  is  in  arithmetic;  for 
though  in  measuring  rectilinear  figures  we  are  obliged 
to  resolve  them  into  triangles,  yet  the  areas  of  these 
figures  are  always  given  in  the  square."  Thence  I  am 
1^  to  determine  that  the  square  was  the  first  and  origi- 
nal figure  in  geometry,  and  as  such  was  introduced  to 
our  lodges.^  The  square  was  the  figure  under  which  the 
Israelites  formed  their  encampments  in  the  wilderness, 
and  under  which  they  fortified  or  defended  the  holy 
Tabernacle,  sanctified  with  the  immediate  presence  of  the 
Divinity.* 

'The  square  was  tiie  first  geometrioal  figure  which  was  bvoo^ 
into  practical  use  by  opexative  masons.  In  the  construction  of  cities 
and  private  dwellings,  camps,  and  fastnesses,  right  angles  were  gene- 
rally used ;  as  in  the  ark  of  Noah,  the  camp  of  the  Israelites,  tiie 
cities  of  Babylon  and  Nineveh,  with  the  temples  of  Egypt  and  India, 
or  ^e  established  form  of  a  Mason's  lodge.  The  square  is  a  symbol 
of  perfeotioii  and  happiness,  arising  oat  of  morality  and  justice ;  and,  * 
witti  this  meaning  m  view,  it  has  been  assigned  to  the  Worshipful 
Maatar.  Plutarch  mforms  us,  tibat  tiie  incense  offisred  at  tlie  even- 
ing sacrifice  in  Egypt  is  composed  of  no  less  than  sixteen  difBdrenl 
ingredients ;  because  their  number  forms  a  square  of  a  square,  and  is 
the  only  number  which,  having  all  its  sides  equal,  makes  its  perimeter 
equal  to  its  aiea;  and  also  on  aoooont  of  the  rich  aromatic  natureof 
tiioae  ingredieiitB." — ^Editor. 

^  The  square  is  formed  by  uniting  the  hypothennae,  or  aide  subtend- 
ing the  right  angle  of  two  right  angled  isoceles  triangles.   Of  trUate- 
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Am  we  befiire  declared  it  to  be  <mr  opinion  that  this 
society  was  never  formed  fori  or  of>  a  set  of  working 
architects  or  masons,  but  as  a  religious,  social,  and  chari^ 
table  establishment,  and  that  the  members  thereof  never 
were  embodied  or  exhibited  to  the  world  as  builders,^ 
save  only  under  Moses,  and  at  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem, 
where,  with  holy  hands,  they  executed  those  works  of 
piet^,  as  the  patriarchs  erected  altars  to  the  honour  of  the 
Divinity,  for  their  sacrifices  and  religious  offices  f  so  we 
are  persuaded  that  the  adoption  of  geometry  by  Masons, 
or  any  emblem  of  that  science,  implies  no  more  than 
a*  reverence  for  such  device  of  the  mind  of  man  as 
should  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  the  Almighty  in 
his  works,  whereby  the  powers  of  Abrax  are  defined, 
and  the  system  of  the  starry  revolutions  in  the  heavens 
determined. 

If  we  should  look  upon  the  earth  with  its  produce,  the 
ocean  with  its  tides,  the  coming  and  passing  of  day,  the 
starry  arch  of  heaven,  the  seasons  and  their  changes,  the 
life  and  death  of  man,  as  being  merely  accidents  in  the 
hand  of  Nature,  we  must  shut  up  all  the  powers  of  judg- 
ment, and  yield  ourselves  to  the  darkest  folly  and  igno- 
rance. The  august  scene  of  the  planetary  system,  the 
day  and  night,  the  seasons  in  their  successions,  the  animal 
frame,  the  vegetation  of  plants,  all  afibrd  us  subject  for 
astonishment ;  the  greatest  too  mighty,  but  for  the  hand 
of  a  Deity,  whose  works  they  are — ^the  least  too  miracu- 
lous, but  for  the  wisdom  of  their  Q-od. 

Then  how  much  ought  we  to  esteem  that  science 
through  whose  powers  it  is  given  to  man  to  discover  the 
order  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  their  revolutions,  and  their 
stations,  thereby  resolving  the  operations  of  the  Deity 
to  an  unerring  system,  proving  the  mightiness  of  his 
works,  and  the  wisdom  of  his  decrees  ? 

It  is  no  wonder,  then,  that  the  first  institutors  of  this 
'  society,  who  had  their  eye  on  the  revelation  of  the  Deity, 

ral  and  quadrilateral  figures,  none  are  admiseible  into  ajmbolioal  geo- 
metry but  those  whose  respective  lines  and  an^es  bear  the  relation 
of  equality,  or  such  integral  proportions  as  may  be  adequately 
expressed  by  some  of  the  numenoal  terms  of  the  tetraotys.-^£D. 
^  See  the  notes  to  lecture  ziii. 

*  Genesis,  iy.,  3,  4 ;  Tiii.,  20 ;  zzii.,  9 ;  zxviii.,  18 ;  zxzi.,  7 ;  xxziii., 
20.    Exodus  zx.,  24 ;  zxvii.,  1 ;  xzx.,  1.   Joshua  xxii.,  10, 11. 
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from  the  earliest  ages  of  the  world  unto  the  days  of  its 
perfection  under  tiie  ministry  of  the  Son  of  God,  that 
they  should  hold  that  science  hallowed  amongst  them, 
whereby  such  lights  were  obtained  by  man,  in  the  dis- 
covery of  the  great  wisdom  of  the  Creator  in  ihe  begin- 
ning. 
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LECTURE  IX. 

THE  Piaster  masoi^^s  order. 

As  WB  at  first  proposed  to  investigate  the  three  progres- 
sive orders  of  Masons — Apprentices,  Craftsmen,  and  Mas- 
ters^— ^by  a  definition  and  description  of  the  several  cir- 
cumstances which  attended  the  worshippers  of  the  true 
God,  so  have  we,  in  the  former  lectures,  shown  that,  by 
the  Apprentices'  order,  is  implied  the  first  knowledge  of 
the  God  of  Nature,  in  the  earnest  ages  of  man.  Under  the 
Craftsmen,  we  have  shown  the  Mosidc  legation  and  the 
building  of  the  Jewish  Temple  at  Jerusalem;  together 
with  the  light  which  men  received,  for  the  discovery  of 
divine  wisdom,  by  geometrical  solutions.  We  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  third  stage — ^the  most  sacred  and  solemn 
order  of  Masons — ^the  Master  Mason's  order. 

Under  the  Jewish  law,  the  service  of  God  became 
clouded  and  obscured  by  ceremonies  and  rites,  which 
had  daily  crept  in  upon  it,  through  imitation  of  the 
neighbouring  heathen.  When  tl^e  morals  of  the  Jewish 
nation  were  corrupted,  civil  jurisdiction  reeled  upon  its 
throne,  innovations  sapped  the  religious  rule,  and  anarchy 
succeeded.   No  sooner  was  this  compact  loosened,  than 

'  By  the  Articles  of  Union,  "  it  is  declared  and  pronounoed,  that 
pure  ancient  Masonry  consists  of  Thbbb  Deobees,  and  no  more, 
viz.,  those  of  E.  A.  P.,  the  F.  C,  and  the  M.  M.,  inclading  the  Sii- 
prepae  Order  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.'*  After  these  Ajrticles  of 
Union  were  ratified,  a  new  Book  of  Oonstitations  appeared  under  the 
denomination  of  **Part  Second."  The  First  Part,  contaimng  a 
general  history  of  Masonry,  was  promised  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Wil- 
Eams,  P.  G.  M.  for  Dorset,  and  he  was  well  Qualified  for  the  task ; 
but  it  has  not  appeared.  The  design  was  probably  frostrated  by  his 
death.  But  where  are  the  papers  ?  The  Grand  Lodge  will  sutdiy 
iiot  abandon  a  work  so  much  wanted  in  the  Craft.  If  no  person  bet- 
ter qualified  shall  Senear,  I  lAould  not  object,  under  the  above  sanc- 
tion, to  execute  the  aesign. — Editor. 
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the  strength  of  the  Jews  waa  dissolved,  and  the  heathen 
triumphed  in  Jerusalem. 

The  gracious  Divinity,  perceiving  the  ruin  which  was 
overwhelming  mankind,  m  his  benevolence  was  moved 
to  redeem  us.  He  saw  that  the  revelation  which  he  had 
deigned  to  make  of  his  divinity,  might,  majesty,  and 
wisdom,  to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  more  especially 
to  the  Jewish  tribes,  was  not  sufficient  to  preserve  them 
in  their  duly ;  he  weighed  the  frailty  of  mankind  in  the 
balance  which  his  justice  suspended,  and  to  their  imper- 
fections he  held  out  his  mercy.  The  Egyptians  nad 
abused  their  learning  and  wisdom ;  the  Jews  had  polluted 
God's  ordinances  and  laws ;  and  sin  had  made  her  do- 
minion in  the  strong  places  of  the  earth. 

Piety,  which  had  platmed  the  Temple  at  JeroBalem, 
was  expunged ;  the  reverence  and  adoration  due  to  the 
Divinity  was  buried  in  the  filth  and  rubbish  of  the  world; 
persecution  had  dispersed  the  few  who  retained  their 
obedience ;  and  the  name  of  the  true  God  was  almost 
totally  lost  and  forgotten  among  men.  Religion  sat 
mourning  in  Israel,  in  sackcloth  and  ashes ;  and  Morality 
was  scattered,  as  it  were,  by  the  four  winds  of  the  air. 

In  this  situation,  it  might  well  be  said,  "That  the 
guide  to  heaven  was  lost,  and  the  master  of  the  works 
of  righteousness  was  smitten.'*  The  nations  had  giv^ 
themselves  up  to  the  grossest  idolatry;  Solomon  had 
fallen,  and  the  service  of  the  true  God  was  effaced  from 
the  memory  of  those  who  had  yielded  themselves  to  the 
dominion  of  sin. 

In  order  that  mankind  might  be  preserved  from  this 
deplorable  estate  of  darkness  and  destruction,  and  as  the 
old  law  was  dead  and  become  rottenness,  a  new  doctrine 
and  new  precepts  were  wanting  to  give  the  key  to  salva- 
tion, in  the  language  of  which  we  might  touch  the  esr 
of  an  offended  Deity,  and  bring  forth  hope  for  eternity. 
True  religion  was  fled:  Those  who  souffht  her  throe|^ 
the  wisdom  of  the  ancients,  were  not  able  to  raise  her; 
she  eluded  the  grasp,  and  their  polluted  hands  were 
stretched  forth  in  vain  for  her  restoration."  Those  who 
sought  her  by  the  old  law  were  frustrated,  for  ^^Deadi 
had  stepped  between,  and  Corruption  defiled  ihe  em- 
brace Din  had  beset  her  steps,  and  the  vices  of  the 
world  had  overwhelmed  her. 
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The  great  Father  of  All,  commiseratrng  the  miseries 
of  the  world,  sent  his  only  Son,  who  wto  innocence  itself, 
to  teach  the  doctrine  of  salvation;  by  whom  man  was 
raised  from  the  death  of  sin  unto  the  life  of  righteousness ; 
from  the  tomb  of  corruption  unto  the  chambers  of  hope  ; 
from  ihe  darkness  of  dei^air  to  the  celestial  beams  of 
faith ;  and  not  only  working  for  us  this  redemption,  but 


we  are  become  the  children  of  the  Divinity,  and  inherit- 
ors of  the  realms  of  heaven. 

We  Masons,  describing  the  deplorable  estate  of  reli'» 
gion  under  the  Jewish  law,  speak  in  figures.  Her  tomb 
was  in  the  rubbish  and  filth  cast  forth  of  the  Temple,  and 
Acacia  wove  its  branches  over  her  monument  ;'^  axan*a 
being  the  Greek  word  for  innocence,  or  being  free  from 
sin ;  implying  that  the  sins  and  corruptions  .of  the  old 
law  and  devotees  of  the  Jewish  altar  had  hid  religion 
from  those  who  sought  her,  and  she  was  only  to  be  found 
where  innocence  survived,  and  under  the  baimer  of  the 
divine  Lamb,  and  as  to  ourselves  professing  that  we  were 
to  be  distinguished  by  our  Acacy,  or  as  true  Acacians  in 
our  religious  faitii  and  tenets.^ 

The  acquisition  of  the  doctrine  of  redemption  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  typical  character  of  Euramen,  {ffv^a/ue*^, 
inveni,)  and  by  tne  applications  of  that  name  with 
Masons  it  is  implied,  that  we  have  discovered  the  know- 
ledge of  God  and  his  salvation,  and  have  been  redeemed 
from  the  death  of  sin  and  the  sepulchre  of  pollution  and 


*  Acaoia — ^akakia,  in  antiquity  a  roll  or  bag,  represented  on  the 
medals  of  the  Greek  and^Roman  emperors;  some  tbink  it  is  only  a 
handkexohief ,  which  they  used  as  a  signal ;  others  take  it  for  a  yolimie 
or  roll  of  memorandums  or  petitions ;  and  otiiers  will  have  it  to  be  a 
purple  baff,  filled  with  earth,  to  remind  the  prince  of  Ids  mortality. 
Acadans  (Acaoiani),  in  church  history,  the  name  of  a  sect  of  reli- 
^ous  and  professed  Christians,  some  of  whom  maintained  that  the 
Son  was  only  of  a  like,  not  the  same  substance  with  the  Father ;  and 
otiiers,  that  ne  was  not  only  of  a  distinct,  but  also  of  a  dissimilar  sub- 
stance. Acacy  (in  Johnson's  Dictionary),  axaxta,  Gr.,  innocenoCf 
or  b^g  free  nom  sin. 

'  The  Mason,  adyancing  to  this  state  of  Masonry,  pronounces  his 
own  sentence,  as  confessional  of  the  imperfection  of  the  second  stage 
of  his  profession,  and  as  probationary  of  the  exalted  depee  to  which 
he  aspires  in  this  Greek  oistich,  Ikfftfioxoew,  Strao  tumulnm — I  pre- 
pare my  sepulchre ;  I  make  my  grave  in  the  poUutions  of  the  eirai ; 
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man,  under  the  Christiaa  doctrme,  saved  from  the  grave 
of  iniquity,  and  raised  to  the  faith  of  salvation.  As  the 
great  testimonial  that  we  are  risen  from  the  state  of  cor- 
rui>tion,  we  bear  the  emblem  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  as  the 
insignia  of  our  vow^  and  of  the  origin  of  the  Master's 
order.  On  receiviog  this  ensign,  the  Mason  professeth 
himself  in  a  short  distich,  in  the  Greek  language,  which, 
from  the  rules  of  our  Order,  we  are  forbidden  to  commit 
to  writing ;  flie  literal  meaning  of  which  is,  "  Vehementer 
cupio  vitam," — ardently  I  wish  for  life:  meaning  the 
everlasting  life  of  redemption  and  regeneration;  an 
avowal  which  carries  with  it  the  most  religious  import, 
and  must  proceed  from  a  pure  faith.  The  ceremonies 
attending  this  stage  of  our  profession  are  solemn  and 
tremendous,  during  which  a  sacred  awe  is  diffused  over 
the  mind,  the  soul  is  struck  with  reverence,  and  all  the 
spiritual  faculties  are  called  forth  to  worshijp  and  adora- 
tion. Thus  our  Order  is  a  positive  contradiction  to  the 
Judaic  blindness  and  infidelity,  and  testifies  our  faith 
concerning  the  resurrection  of  the  body. 

The  divine  construction  put  upon  this  emblem  of  the 
Master's  order,  which  he  declares,  is  the  principle  by 
which  he  is  raised  from  darkness ;  so  it  is  also  the  emblem 
of  moral  duties  professed  by  the  Mason,  and  which  in 
former  ages  were  most  religiously  performed.  These, 
also,  are  principles  immediately  resulting  from  the  Chris- 
tian doctrine.  The  Master  Mason  imposes  a  duty  on 
himself,  full  of  moral  virtue  and  Christian  charity,  by 
enforcing  that  brotherljr  love  which  every  man  should 
extend  to  his  neighbour. 

First — That  when  the  calamities  of  our  brother  call 
for  our  aid,  we  should  not  withdraw  the  hand  that  might 
sustain  him  from  sinking ;  but  that  we  should  render  him 
those  services,  which,  not  encumbering  or  injuring  our 
families  or  fortunes,  charity  and  religion  may  dictate  for 
the  saving  of  our  fellow-creature. 

Second — From  which  putpose  indolence  should  not 
persuade  the  foot  to  halt,,  or  wrath-  turn  our  steps  out  of 
the  way;  but  forgetting  injuries  and  selfish  feelmgs,  and 

I  am  under  the  shadow  of  death.'*  This  distich  has  been  vulgaily 
oorrupted  among  us,  and  an  expression  takes  its  place  soaioelj  simi- 
lar in  sound,  and  entirely  inconsistent  with  Masonry,  and  anmeamqg 
in  itself. 
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remezii)>6riiig  that  maa-was  bom  for  the  aid  tif  his  gene- 
ration, and  not  for  his  own  enjoyments  only,  but  to  do 
tiiat  which  is  good;  we  should  be  swift  to  have  mercy, 
to  save,  to  strengthen,  and  execute  benevolence. 

Third — Ab  the  good  things  of  this  life  are  variously 
dispensed,  and  some  are  opulent  whilst  others  are  in 
distress ;  such  principles  also  enjoin  a  Mason,  be  he  ever 
so  poor,  to  testify  his  good-will  towards  his  brother. 
Riches  alone  are  not  the  only  means  of  doing  good ;  vir- 
tue and  benevolence  are  not  confined  to  the  walks  of 
opulence :  the  rich  man,  from  his  many  talents,  is  required 
to  make  extensive  works  under  the  principles  of  virtue; 
and  yet  poverty  is  no  excuse  for  an  omission  of  that 
exercise;  for  as  the  cnr  of  innocence  ascendeth  up  to 
heaven,  as  the  voice  oi  babes  and  sucklings  reach  the 
throne  of  God,  and  as  the  breathings  of  a  contrite  heart 
are  heard  in  the  regions  of  dominion,  so  a  Mason's  pray- 
ers, devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  brother,  are  required 
of  him. 

Fourth — The  fourth  principle  is  never  to  injure  the 
confidence  of  your  brother,  by  revealing  his  secrets ;  for 
perhaps  that  were  to  rob  him  of  the  ffuard  which  protects 
his  property  or  life.  The  tongue  of  a  Mason  should  be 
voia  of  offence,  and  without  guile;  speaking  truth  with 
discretion,  and  keeping  itself  within  the  rule  of  judg- 
ment; maintaining  a  heart  void  of  uncharitableness, 
locking  up  secrets,  and  communing  in  charity  and  love. 

Fifth— <)f  charity,  so  much  is  required  of  a  Mason,  in 
his  gifts,  as  discretion  shall  limit :  charity  begins  at  home ; 
bat  like  a  fruitful  olive  tree,  planted  bv  the  side  of  a 
fountain,  whose  boughs  overshoot  the  wall,  so  is  charity. 
It  spreads  its  arms  abroad  from  the  strength  and  opulence 
of  its  station,  and  lendeth  its  shade  for  the  repose  and 
relief  of  those  who  are  gathered  under  its  branches. 
Charity,  when  given  with  imprudence,  is  no  longer  a 
virtue ;  but,  when  flowing  from  abundance,  it  is  glorious 
as  the  beams  of  morning,  in  whose  beauty  thousands 
rejoice.  When  donations,  extorted  by  pity,  are  detri- 
mental to  a  man's  family,  they  become  sacrifices  to 
superstition,  and,  like  incense  to  idols,  are  disapproved 
by  Heaven. 

As  Moses  was  commanded  to  pull  his  shoes  from  off 
his  feet,  on  Mount  Horeb,  because  the  ground  whereon 
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he  trod  -was  sanotified  by  the  presence  of  the  Dhinily, 
so  the  Mason,  who  would  prepare  himself  for  this  third 
stage  of  Masonry,  should  advance  in  the  naked  paths  of 
truth,  be  divested  of  every  d^ree  of  arrogance,  and  come 
as  a  true  Acacian,  with  steps  of  innocence,  humility,  and 
virtue,  to  challenffe  the  ensigns  of  an  Order,  whose  insti- 
tutions arise  on  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  principles  of 
religion. 
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LECTURE  X. 

THB  SBCBBCY.OF  MASONS. 

In  this  age,  when  things  serious  are  too  often  received 
with  laughter,  things  religious  treated  with  contempt, 
and  what  is  moral  spurned  from  the  doors  of  the  polite ; 
no  wonder  if  our  intention,  to  prove  this  society  of  reli* 
gious  as  well  as  civil  institution,  should  be  ridiculed  and 
despised. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  many  assemblies  of  Masons 
were  held  before  the  Christian  era :  the  first  stage  of 
Masonry^  took  its  rise  in  the  earliest  times,  was  origina- 
ted in  the  mind  of  Adam,  descended  pure  through  the 
antediluvian  ages,  was  afterwards  taught  by  Ham,  and 
from  him,  amidst  the  corruptions  of  mantund,  flowed 
unpolluted  and  unstained  with  idolatry  to  the^e  our 
times,  by  the  channel  of  some  few  of  the  Sons  of  Truth, 
who  remained  uncontaminated  with  the  sins  of  nations, 
saving  to  us  pure  and  spotless  principles,  together  with 
the  original  symbols.  Those  ancients,  enlightened  with 
original  truth,  were  dispersed  through  many  states ;  they 
were  called  to  join  the  Jewish  nation,  and  many  of  them 
beeame  united  with  that  people.  The  wise-hearted  were 
employed  in  the  construction  of  the  Tabernacle  of  Moses ; 
they  were  embodied  at  the  building  of  the  Temple  at 
Jerusalem,  and  might  from  thence  emigrate  into  dinerent 
countries,  where  they  Would  superintend  other  religious 
works.  The  ceremonies  now  known  to  Masons  prove 
that  the  testimonials  and  insignia  of  the  Master's  order, 
in  the  present  state  of  Masonry,  were  devised  within  the 
ages  of  Christianity ;  and  we  are  confident  there  are  not 
any  records  in  being,  in  any  nation,  or  in  any  language, 
which  can  show  them  to  be  pertinent  to  any  other  sys- 
tem, or  give  them  greater  antiquity. 

In  this  country,  under  the  Druids,  the  first  principles 
of  our  profession  most  assuredly  were  taught  and  exer* 
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cised:  how  soon  the  second  stwe  and  its  ceremoniah 
were  promulgated  after  the  building  of  the  temple  at 
Jerusalem,  we  hare  no  degree  of  evidence.  As  to  the 
third  and  most  sacred  order,  no  doubt  it  was  adopted 
upon  the  conversion  of  those  who  attended  the  Druidical 
worship,  who  had  professed  the  adoration  of  the  one 
Supreme  Beinff,  and  who  readily  would  receive  the  doc- 
trines of  a  Mediator ;  a  system  in  religion  which  had  led 
the  sages  of  old  into  innumerable  errors,  and  at  last  con- 
founded them  with  idolatry. 

Under  our  present  profession  of  Masonry,  we  allege 
our  morality  was  originally  deduced  from  tihe  school  of 
Pythagoras,  and  that  the  Basilidean  system  of  religion 
furnished  us  with  some  tenets,  principles,  and  hiero- 
gl3rphic8 ;  but  these,  together  with  the  Egyptian  symbols 
ana  Judaic  monumente,  are  collected  only  as  a  succes- 
sional  series  of  circumstances,  which  the  devotees  of  the 
Deity,  in  different  and  distant  ages  of  the  world,  had 
professed ;  and  are  all  resolved  into  the  present  system 
of  Masonry,  which  is  made  perfect  in  the  doctrine  of 
Christianity :  from  these  united  members  gaining  alone 
that  evidence  of  antiquity,  which  shows  that  we  are 
descendants  of  the  first  worshipjpers  of  the  Deity. 

That  there  were  builders  of  cities,  towers,  temples, 
and  fortifications,  from  the  earliest  ages,  is  indisputable ; 
but  that  the  artificers  were  formed  into  bodies,  ruled  by 
their  own  proper  laws,  and  knowing  mysteries  and 
secrets  which  were  kept  firom  the  world,  we  are  greatly 
doubtful  :^  for  so  plain,  easy,  and  intelligible  is  the  me- 

^  Ob  ihifl  point,  I  am  relactantly  obliged  to  differ  fronl  our  talented 
Brother.  The  Operative  Craft,  in  those  days,  adopted  every  secret 
measure,  even  holding  their  lodges  in  the  orypts  of  cathedrals  and 
churches,  to  prevent  ue  great  principles  of  their  science,  by  which 
their  reputation  was  secured  and  maintained,  from  being  puhfidj 
known.  Even  the  workmen,  the  £.  A.  P.,  the  F.  C,  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  secret  and  refined  mechanism  which  cemented,  and 
unparted  the  treasures  of  wisdom  to  the  en>ert  Masters  of  the  art 
They  were  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  wisdom  which  planned,  the 
beauty  which  designed,  and  knsw  only  the  strength  and  labour  which 
executed  the  work.  The  pressure  and  counter  pressure  of  oompli- 
cated  arches  was  a  mystery  which  they  never  attempted  to  penetrate. 
They  were  blind  instruments  in  the  hands  of  intelligent  Master  Ma- 
sons, and  completed  the  most  sublime  undertakings  by  the  effect  of 
mere  mechanical  skill  and  physical  power;  without  being  able  to 
comprehend  the  secret  which  produced  them ;  without  understanding 
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chanic  art  of  building,  that  it  is  comprehensible  to  any 
capacity,  and  needed  not  to  be  wrapped  up  in  mystic 
rules ;  neither  was  there  any  occasion  for  the  artincarB 
to  go  about  as  conjurers,  professing  a  science  unrevealed 
to  the  world. 

Man  would  be  taught  building  by  the  animals  daily 
under  his  observation:  the  f^x,  the  rabbit,  and  many 
other  creatures,  form  themselves  caves ;  the  beaver  is  an 
architect  in  wood,  and  builds  hovels  and  sheds;  the 
birds,  at  a  season  for  their  increase,  prepare  their  nests 
for  the  protection  of  their  young;  the  bee  labours  in 
constructing  cities  and  storehouses ;  the  ants  are  clois- 
tered in  their  little  mount,  perforated  with  labyrinths, 
where  their  provender  and  progeny  are  secured.  All 
these  would  instruct  men  in  building ;  so  that  whilst  our 
race  were  reaping  the  first  rudiments  of  knowledge  from 
the  book  of  Nature,  after  the  darkness  which  hm  over- 
whelmed them  in  their  disobedience,  this  could  remain 
no  secret. 

Besides,  if  we  should  be  esteemed  merely  the  succes- 
sors of  mechanics,  and,  as  such,  should  take  our  grand 
progress  from  the  building  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem,  we 
shall  find,  that  Hiram,  who  was  sent  from  Tyre  to  assist 
in  that  structure,  had  not  his  excellence  in  architecture 
only,  but  in  molten  work,  and  also  in  dyeing,  as  is  said  in 
Chronicles :  "  He  was  skilful  to  work  in  silver  and  gold, 
in  brass,  in  iron,  in  stone,  and  timber,  in  purple,  in  fine 
linen,  and  in  crimson;  also  to  grave  all  manner  of 
graving."  He  was  the  subject  oi  a  state  wherein  the 
worship  of  idols  was  established.  This  kind  of  religion 
gave  encouragement  to,  and  greatly  advanced  the  fine  arts, 
as  it  employed  statuaries,  sculptors,  painters,  and  those  who 
made  graven  images.  Solomon  ornamented  his  Temjde 
with  cherubims  and  palm-trees,  fruits  and  flowers ;  from 
whence  we  do  not  doubt  Hiram's  knowledge  was  in  the 
business  of  a  statuary  and  painter?  that  he  made  graven 
images  of  stone  and  wood,  and  molten  images  in  metals. 
In  Kings  it  is  said  only,  <'that  Hiram  was  filled  with 

the  nice  adjustment  of  the  members  of  a  building  to  each  other,  so 
necessary  to  accomplish  a  striking  and  permanent  effect ;  or  without 
befaiff  able  to  enter  into  the  science  exhibited  in  the  complicated  detailB 
which  were  necessary  to  form  a  harmonious  and  proportionate  whole. — 
Editor. 
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wisdom  and  understanding,  and  cunning  to  work  all 
works  in  brass."  As  to  Solomon's  part  in  this  great 
structure,  he  being  inclined  to  this  mighty  work  of  piety 


made  to  his  father  David,  was  truly  the  executed  of  that 
plan  which  was  revealed  to  him  from  above ;  he  called 
forth  the  sages  and  religious  men  amongst  fais  people  to 
perform  the  work ;  he  classed  them  according  to  their 
rank  in  their  religious  profession ;  as  the  priests  of  tbe 
Temple  were  stationed  in  the  solemn  rites  aud  ceremonies 
instituted  there.  This  distinction  was  maintained  in 
most  religious  societies,  but  especially  with  the  primitive 
Christians.  The  chosen  ones  of  Solomon,  as  a  pious  and 
holy  duty,  conducted  the  work.  If  we  regard  them  as 
architects  by  profession,  by  reason  of  this  duty,  so  we 
may  Abel,  Noah,  Abraham,  Jacobi  Moses,  and  David,  by 
reason  6f  the  building  of  their  altars,  which  were  no 
other  than  works  of  piety  and  devotion.'  From  those 
circumstances,  we  are  bold  to  say,  that  if  we  trace  the 
antiquity  of  Masonry  on  operative  principles,  and  derive 
such  principles  from  the  building  of  Solomon's  Temple, 
we  may  as  well  claim  all  the  professions  which  Hiram 
excelled  in :  but  we  will  leave  this  speculation  for  more 
material  subjects. 

Some  masters  of  design'  have  brought  their  works  to  a 
singular  justness,  symmetry,  and  order,  in  Egypt  and 
Greece,  in  Italy  ana  many  other  European  states ;  but 
they,  like  proficients  in  painting  and  music,  had  their 
excellence  from  a  degree  of  genius  and  taste  peculiar  to 
themselves.  It  was  a  singular  gift,  and  they  needed  not 
mysteries  to  keep  it  secret;  for  as  men's  geniuses  are  as 
various  as  their  leatures,  so  was  an  excellence  in  design 
as  free  from  usurpation  as  if  it  had  been  wrapt  up  in 
profound  magic.^ 

'  Laurie  thought  the  Dionysion  workmen  were  employed  at  the 
building  of  Solomon's  Temple.  He  says,  ^*  the  mysteries  of  Ceres 
and  Bacchus  were  instituted  about  400  years  before  the  reign  of 
Solomon ;  and  there  are  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  even  the 
aaaociation  of  the  Dionysian  architects  assisted  Solomon  in  building 
that  magnificent  fabric  which  he  reared  to  the  God  of  Israel." — Es>, 

'  Appendix,  K. 

*  WilUBg  to  lay  before  our  readers  every  degree  of  evidence, 
whether  contrary  to,  or  consistent  with,  our  maxims,  that  they  may 
}udg6  for  themselves,  we  give  the  following  extract  from  a  very  scarce 
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We  aie  persuaded  there  was  do  occasion  to  form  such 
secret  rules  for  the  compact  of  operative  Masons.  Solo- 
mon, for  the  conduct  of  such  a  multitude,  wisely  pre- 
served the  order  of  the  religious,  and  the  mjnsteries  of 
their  initiation,  for  the  rule  of  his  people  employed  in 
the  Temple.  Assuredly,  the  secrets  revealed  to  us  were 
for  other  uses  than  what  relate  to  labouring  up  masses 
of  stone ;  and  our  societv,  as  it  now  stands,  is  an  asso- 
ciation on  religious  ana  charitable  principles;  which 
princinles  were  instituted,  and  arose,  upon  the  knowledge 
of  Goa,  and  in  the  Christian  revelation. 

Soon  after  Christianiij  became  the  established  religion 
of  this  country,  the  prorossors  of  it  employed  themselves 
in  founding  religious  houses,  and  in  the  building  of 
places  of  public  worship.  On  any  reform  of  religion,  it 
18  observable  the  first  professors  are  inclinable  to  enthu- 
siasm. Such  was  the  case  in  this  land  on  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Christian  doctrine ;  a  fervour  for  endowments 
infatuated  the  minds  of  the  converted;  certain  days  were 
assigned  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  religious  works 
and  edifices,  called  haly-werk-days ;  on  which  no  man, 
of  what  profession,  rank  or  estate  soever,  was  exempt 
from  attending  that  duty.  Besides,  there  were  a  set  of 
men  called  haly-werk-foik,*  to  whom  were  assigned  cer- 


book : — ^*The  holy  war  gave  Hie  Chzistians,  who  had  been  there,  an 
idea  of  liie  Saracen  worics,  whioh  were  afterwards  imitated  by  them 
in  the  west,  and  they  refined  upon  it  every  day  aa  they  proceeded  in 
building  chnrohes.  The  Italians  (among  whom  were  some  Greek 
refugees),  and  with  them  the  French,  Germans,  and  Flemings,  joined 
into  a  ^temitv,  prooored  papal  bidls  for  their  encouragement,  and 
partioular  prirneges ;  they  sidled  tiiemsehoBS  Freemasons,  and  ranged 
nom  nation  to  nation,  as  they  found  churches  to  be  built  (for  very 
many,  in  those  days,  were  everywhere  in  building)  through  the  piety 
of  multitudes;  Hieir  government  was  rejzular;  and,  where  they  fixed 
near  a  building,  they  made  a  camp  of  huls,  a  surveyor,  govemor-in- 
chief;  and  every  tentli  man  was  called  a  warden,  and  overiooked 
each  nine.  The  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood,  either  out  of 
charity,  or  commutation  of  penance,  gave  the  materials  andcatriMpe, 
and  hence  were  called  Accepted  Masons.  It  is  admirable  with  what 
economy,  and  how  soon  they  erected  saoh  considerable  structures.'* 
(From  a  book  of  Architecture  bjr  Mr.  Bion,  of  Canterbory.) 

*  De  Hennitorio  Finohaknsis  Banulphos  Dei  gratia  Ihmekaensis 
Epifloopas  omnibus  honunibus  suis  Franos  et  A^^  da  haly  were 
folo  aaiutem,"  dEo.  Many  other  grants  are  in  the  anthor's  possession, 
of  this  kind.  Balph  Flambard  was  oonaecrated  Bishop  of  DoiImbi 
in  1069. 
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tain  lands,  which  thej  held  by  the  service  o£  repairing, 
defending,  or  building  churches  and  sepulchres;  for 
which  pious  labours  they  were  exempt  from  all  feodal 
and  military  services.  These  men,  being  stone-cutters 
and  builders,  might  also  be  of  our  profession,  and  most 
probably  they  were  selected  from  thence,  the  two  being 
m  no  wise  incompatible  with  each  other.  The  County 
of  Durham^  entertained  a  particular  set  of  those  halv- 
werk-folk,  who  were  guards  of  the  patrimony  and  holy 
sepulchre  of  St.  Cuthbert.  Those  men  come  the  nearest 
to  a  similitude  of  Solomon's  Masons,  and  the  title  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  any  degree  of  architects 
we  have  gained  any  knowledge  of:  but  whether  their 
initiation  was  attended  with  peculiar  ceremonies,  or  by 
what  laws  they  were  regulated,  we  have  not  been  able 
to  discover ;  and  must  lament,  that  in  the  church  records 
of  Durham,  or  in  any  public  office  there,  there  are  not 
the  least  remains  of  evidence  touching  those  people  and 
the  constitution  of  their  society.  It  was  a  matter  to  be 
coveted  by  us  studying  this  subiect,  as  most  probably 
such  constitution  or  evidence  would  have  confirmed  every 
hvpothesis  we  have  raised  on  the  definition  of  our  em- 
blems and  mysteries. 

The  emblems  used  by  these  people  very  much  resem- 
bled the  emblems  of  our  society,  several  tokens  of  which 
have  been  found  of  late  years  in  pulling  down  old  ruined 
monasteries.  It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  those  noble- 
men, &c.,  in  whose  possession  ancient  abbeys  stand, 
would,  on  all  occasions  of  pulling  down  or  repairing,  give 
instructions  to  their  workmen  to  preserve,  with  care,  any 
antique  marks,  characters,  or  emblems,  they  may  find. 
There  are  double  walls,  or  hollow  pillars,  in  which  such 
things  were  deposited.  Few  men  will  be  at  the  expense 
of  digging  to  the  foundations  of  such  buildings,  where 
valuable  marks  and  curious  inscriptions  would  be  found 
on  the  foundation,  or  what  was  called  the  angle-stone, 
which  formed  a  p/rfect  cube.''   This  was  a  very  ancient 

'  Hist.  Dunelm.  apud  Wortioiii  Aug.  Sax. 

^  At  the  building  of  Solomon's  Temple,  every  F.  C,  or  at  least  ereiy 
F  G.'a  lodge,  undoubtedly  had  a  partioalar  mark,  and  ^ras  therefore 
a  Mark-mason,  or'  rather  a  Mark-man.  The  Mark-master  was  a 
grade,  or  pediaps  two,  higher;  for  he  had  passed  the  chair  of  bis 
lodge.   Tne  Masters  and  Wardens  of  F.  C.'s  lodges  used  the  mark, 
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custom :  the  unbelieving  Jews  accused  our  Saviour  of 
having  stolen  the  mystic  word,  the  Tetragrammaton,* 
or  Urim  and  Thummim,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Tem* 
pie  at  Jerusalem,  which,  they  said,  he  carried  concealed 
about  him,  whereby  he  was  enabled  to  work  his  miracles.' 

Soon  after  the  progress  of  Christianity  in  England,  all 
Europe  was  inflamed  with  the  cry  and  madness  of  an 
enthusiastic  monk,  who  prompted  the  zealots  in  religion 
to  the  Holy  War ;  in  which,  for  the  purpose  of  recovering 
the  Holy  Cify  and  Judea  out  of  the  bands  of  infidels, 
armed  legions  of  saints,  devotees,  and  enthusiasts,  in  tens 
of  thousands,  poured  forth  from  ev^ry  state  of  Europe, 
to  waste  their  blood  and  treasure  in  a  purpose  as  barren 
and  unprofitable  as  impolitic. 

It  was  deemed  necessary  tiiat  those  who  took  up  the 
ensign  of  the  cross  in  this  enterprise  should  form  them- 
selves into  such  societies  as  might  secure  them  from  spies 

for  they  were  Operative  Masons;  but  the  Mark-masters,  haTiog 
ceased  to  be  artificers,  were  Specalative  Masons.  These  were  the 
Masters  of  Master-masons*  lodges,  which  could  not  have  been  formed 
tin  long  after  the  foundations  of  the  Temple  had  been  laid.  But  once 
con^tuted,  numbers  of  approved  and  accepted  F.  C.'s  would  be 
admitted  into  them.  The  same  arrangement' was  adopted  amongst 
the  architects  and  builders  of  our  ecdesiastical  edifices,  both  here 
and  in  otiier  countries ;  and  hence  arose  the  private  marks  by  which 
all  wrought  stones  were  designated. — Editor. 

^  The  name  of  the  Deity  nas  a  peculiar  reference  in  some  of  the 
highest  degrees  of  Masonry ;  and  it  is  extraordinary  that  while'  the 
true  knowledge  of  God  was  lost  in  most  of  the  nations  of  the  ancient 
world,  there  were  few  but  retained  vestiges  of  his  name.  Hale« 
deduces  this  name,  in  many  nations,  from  the  primitive  Hebrew  root, 
Aii  (bKi)  signifying  power*  Hence  were  derived  Aloh,  potentate ; 
Alah,'  in  Synao ;  Al-Alah,  or  by  contraction  of  the  article  Al  prefixed^ 
Allah,  in  Arabic ;  UUah,  in  Etmopic ;  Abh,  in  the  South  Sea  islands, 
where  Captain  Cook  found  Alo  Aio,  the  name  of  the  supreme  god  in 
Hapaee,  one  of  the  Friendly  islandis,  similar  to  the  Hebrew  M  Alo- 
him,  God  of  gods.  From  the  same  root  was  doubtiess  derived  the 
Greek  HXtog,  the  sun ;  whilst  tiieir  Theos  (whence  the  Latin  Deus) 
sprang  from  the  Egyptian  Theuth. — ^Editor. 

'  The  divine  economy  witii  respect  to  the  establishment  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Jewish  nation  was  so  remarkable,  that  every  great 
event  was  contemplated  bv  the  heathen  with  philosophical  accuracy ; 
but  they  always  feU  into  tibie  error  of  attributing  the  miracle  to  the 
agent  or  second  cause,  instead  of  the  first.  Tnus  the  use  of  gems 
and  mysterious  amulets  was  adopted,  as  symbols  of  protection,  m>m 
a  tradition  of  the  stones  in  Aaron's  breast-plate,  within  which  the 
Urim  and  Thummim  was  concealed,  as  a  memum  of  oommimioation 
between  Qod  and  his  people. — Editor. 
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and  treacheries,  and  that  each  might  know  his  companion 
and  brother-labourer  as  well  in  the  dark  as  hy  day.  As  , 
it  was  with  Jeptha's  army  at  the  passes  of  Jordan,  so 
also  was  it  requisite  in  these  expeditions  that  certain 
signs,  signals,  watch*words,  or  pass-words,  should  be 
known  amongst  them;  for  the  armies  consisted  of  various 
nations  and  various  languages.  We  are  told,  in  the  book 
of  Judges,  '*that  the  Gueacntes  took  the  p&sses  of  Jordan 
before  the  Ephraimites ;  and  it  was  so,  that  when  those 
Ephraimites  which  were  escaped  said,  Let  me  go  over, 
that  the  me;i  of  Gilead  said  unto  him.  Art  thou  an 
Ephraimite  ?  If  he  said  nay,  then  said  they  unto  him, 
Say  now  Shibboleth ;  and  he  said  Sibboleth,  for  he  could 
not  frame  to  pronounce  it  right.  Then  they  took  than 
and  slew  them  at  the  passage  of  Jordan."  ^ 

No  project  or  device  could  answer  the  purposes  of  the 
crusaders  better  than  those  of  Masonry :  tiie  maxims  and 
ceremonials  attending  the  Master's  order  had  been  pre- 
viously established,  and  were  materially  necessary  on 
that  expedition ;  for,  as  the  Mahomedans  were  also  wor- 
shippers of  the  Deity,  find  as  the  enterprisers  wercvseek- 
ing  a  country  where  the  Masons  were,  in  the  time  of 
Solomon,  called  into  an  association,  and  where  some 

The  application  -whioh  is  made  of  tiie  word  Sibboleth  amount 
Masons,  is  as  a  testimony  of  their  retaining  their  original  tow  imm- 
fringed,  and  their  first  faith  with  the  brotherhood  uncorrapted.  And. 
to  render  their  works  and  phrases  more  abstruse  and  more  obscure, 
they  selected  such  as,  by  acceptation  in  the  Scilptures  or  otherwise, 
might  puzde  the  ifoorant  by  a  double  implication.  Thus  Sibboleth, 
should  we  have  a£)pted  the  £leusinian  mysteries,  would  answer  as 
an  avowal  of  our  profession,  the  same  implying  ears  of  com ;  but  it 
has  its  etymology  or  derivation  from  the  following  compounds  in  the 
Greek  tongue,  as  it  is  adopted  by  Masons,  viz.,  £tfio,  Colo,  and  A^&os, 
Lapis ;  so  Sifiohd'op,  Sibbolithon,  Colo  Lapidem^  implies  that  they 
retain  and  keep  inviolate  tiieir  obligations,  as  the  Juramentvm  ji>er 
Jovem  Lapidem,  the  most  obligatory  oath  held  amongst  the  heathens. 

The  name  Lapis,  or,  as  others  wnte,  Lapideus,  was  given  to  Jupiter 
by  the  Bomans,  who  conceived  that  Juramentum  per  Jovem  Lapule»h 
■n  oath  by  Jupiter  Lapis,  was  the  most  obligatory  oath ;  and  it  is 
derived  either  £rom  the  stone  which  was  presented  to  Saturn  by  his 
wife  Ops,  who  said  that  it  was  Jupiter,  in  which  sense  Eusebius  says 
that  Liapis  reined  in  Crete ;  or  from  Umde  saUce^  the  flint  stone, 
which,  in  makmg  bargains,  the  swearer  neld  in  his  hand,  and  said, 
*  If  kiK>wingly  I  deceive,  so  let  Diespeter,  saving  the  city  and  capital, 
oast  me  away  irom  all  that  is  good,  as  I  oast  away  this  stone.*  Where- 
upon he  threw  the  stone  away." 
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remains  w<uild  certainly  be  fonnd  of  ihe  mysterieB  and 
wisdom  of  the  ancients  and  of  our  predecessors,  such 
degrees  of  Masonry  as  extended  only  to  the  acknow-* 
leo^pnent  of  their  being  servants  of  the  Qod  of  Natore, 
would  not  have  distinguished  them  firom  those  they  had 
to  encounter,  had  they  not  assumed  the  symbols  of  the 
Christian  faitii. 

All  the  learning  of  Europe,  in  those  times,  as  in  the 
ages  of  antiquity,  was  possessed  by  the  religious;  they 
had  acquired  the  wisdom  of  the  ancients,  and  the  ori- 
^al  knowledge!  whi<di  was  in  the  beginning,  and  now 
IS,  the  truth ;  many  .of  them  had  been  initiated  into  the 
mysteries  of  Masonry ;  they  were  the  projectors  of  this 
enterprise ;  and,  as  Solomon,  in  the  building  of  the  Tem- 
ple, introduced  orders  and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of 
the  work,  which  his  wisdom  had  been  enriched  with 
from  the  learning  of  the  sa^es  of  antiquity,  so  that  no 
confusion  should  happen  durmg  its  progress,  and  so  that 
the  rank  and  office  of  each  fellow-labourer  might  be 
distinguished  and  ascertained  beyond  the  possibuity  of 
deceit;  in  like  manner  the  priests,  projecting  the  cru- 
sades, being  possessed  of  the  mysteries,  of  Masonry,  the 
knowledge  of  the  ancirats,  and  of  the  universal  language 
which  survived  the  concision  of  Shinar,  revivea  the 
orders  and  regulations  of-  Solomon,  and  initiated  the 
legions  therein  who  followed  them  to  the  Holy  Land : 
h^ce  that  secrecy  which  attended  the  crusaders. 

Among  other  evidence  which  authorises  us  in  the  con- 
jecture that  Masons  went  to  the  Holy  Wars,  is  the  doc- 
trine of  that  order  of  Masons  called  the  higher  order:  we 
are  induced  to  believe  that  order  was  of  Scottish  extrac- 
tion; separate  nations  might  be  distinguished  by  some 
separate  order,  as  they  were  by  singular  ensigns :  but,  be 
that  as  it  may,  it  fully  proves  to  us  that  Masons  were 
crusaders. 

As  tiie  intention  of  this  lecture  was  not  only  to  spe- 
culate on  the  ancient  secrecy  among  Masons,  but  also 
to  treat  of  the  secrecy  of  Masons  in  this  age,  we  must 
therefore  turn  our  thoughts  to  tl^e  importance  secrecy  is 
now  of  amongst  us,  when  there  are  no  noly  wars  to  wape, 
and  nothing  out  charity  and  brotherly  love  to  chensh 
%mong  Masons. 

This  institution,  which  was  first  founded  in  the  myste- 
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lies  of  reli^on,  as  we  have  before  rehearsed  to  you,  is 
DOW  maintained  by  us  on  the  principles  of  lending  mutual 
aid  and  consolation  to  each  other.  How  should  we  be 
able  to  discern  the  brethren  of  this  family  but  through 
such  tokens  as  should  point  them  out  from  other  men? 
Language  is  now  provincial,  and  the  dialects  of  different 
nations  would  not  be  comprehensible  «to  men  ignorant 
and  unlettered.  Hence  it  became  necessary  to  use  an 
expression  which  should  be  cognizable  by  people  of  all 
nations.  So  it  is  with  Masons;  they  are  possessed  of 
that  universal  expression,  and  of  such  remains  of  the 
original  language,  that  they  can  communicato  their  his* 
tory,  their  wants,  and  prayers,  to  every  brother  Mason 
throughout  the  globe :  from  whence,  it  is  certain,  that 
multitudes  of  lives  had  been  saved  in  foreign  countries, 
when  shipwreck  and' misery  have  overwhelmed  them; 
when  roboers  had  pillaged;  when  sickne^,  want,  and 
misery,  had  brought  them  even  to  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
the  discovery  of  Masonry  hath  saved  them  ;  the  discovery 
of  being  a  brother  hath  staid  the  savage  hand  of  the  con- 
queror,  lifted  in  the  field  of  battle  to  cut  off  the  captive; 
hath  withheld  the  sword,  imbrued  in  carnage  and  slaugh- 
ter, and  subdued  the  insolence  of  triumph,  to  pay  homage 
to  the  Craft. 

The  importance  of  secrecy  with  us  is  such,  that  we 
may  not  be  deceived  in  the  dispensing  of  our  charities; 
that  we  may  not  be  betrayed  in  the  tenderness  of  our 
benevolence)  or  that  others  usurp  the  portion  which  is 
prepared  for  those  of  our  own  family. 

To  betray  the  watch-word,  which  should  keep  the 
enemy  from  the  walls  of  our  citadel,  in  order  to  open 
our  strongholds  to  robbers  and  deceivers,  is  as  great  a 
moral  crime^  as  to  show  the  common  thief  the  wellnesses 

"  "  Is  it  not  within  the  reach  of  every  one's  calcnlation,"  says 
Caloott,  that  there  is  a  meaning  in  many  acts  and  gestures ;  and 
that  Nature  has  endowed  mankind  with  particular  motions  to  express 
the  Tarions  intentions  of  the  mind.  We  all  understand  weeping, 
laughmg,  shrufi^,  frowns,  &o.|  as  formmg  a  species  of  universal 
lan^na^.  Appuoations  are  many  times  made,  and  a  kind  of  dialogue 
maintained  only  by  oasts  of  the  eye,  and  motions  of  the  adjacent 
mosdes.  We  read  even  of  feet  that  speak  (Prov.  vi.,  13),  and  of 
a  philosopher  (Sextus  Empirions)  who  answered  an  argument  only 
by  setting  up  and  walking." — ^EnrrOB. 

Professor  Bobison,  amongst  a  great  deal  of  trash  which  he 
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and  secret  paoes^of  our  neighbours'  dwelluig«-houses9 
that  he  may  pillage  their  goods ;  nay,  it  is  still  greater, 
for  it  is  like  aiding  the  sacrilegious  robber  to  ransack  the 
holy  places,  and  steal  the  sacred  vessels  and  consecrated 
elements,  devoted  to  the  most  sacred  lites  of  religion. 
It  is  snatching  from  the  divine  hand  of  charity  the  balm 
which  she  holds  forth  to  heal  the  distresses  of  her  child- 
ren; the  cordial  cup  of  consolation  which  she  ofiers  to 
the  lip  of  calamity,  and  the  sustenance  her  fainting 
infants  should  receive  from  the  bosom  of  her  celestial 
love. 

As  this,  then,  is  the  importance  of  the  Mason's  secrecy, 
wherefore  should  the  world  wonder  that  the  most  prom- 
gate  tongue  that  ever  had  expression  hath  not  revealed 
it?  The  sport  is  too  criminal  to  afford  delight  even  to 
the  wickedest  of  mankind;  for  it  must  be  wantonness 
only  which  could  induce  any  man  to  divulffe  iU  as 

{•refit  could  arise  therefrom,  nor  selfish  view  he  gratified, 
t  was  mentioned  by  divine  lips  as  a  crime  not  in  nature : 
"  What  man  is  there  of  you,  who,  if  his  son  ask  for  bread, 
will  give  him  a  stone ;  or,  if  he  ask  a  fish,  will  give  him 
a  serpent?"  Then,  can  there  ht  a  man  so  iniquitous 
among  Masons,  as  to  guide  the  thief  to  steal  from  a  sick 
brother  the  medicine  which  should  restore  his  health? 
the  balsam  which  should  close  his  wounds?  the  clothing 
which  should  shield  his  trembling  limbs  from  the  severity 

oolleoted  or  invented  as  eyidenoe  against  Freemasonrj,  presents  his 
readers  with  the  following  improbable  story,  which  he  pretends  to 
have  qnoted  from  a  French  wnter.  A  candidate  for  reception  into 
one  of  the  highest  orders,  after  haying  heard  many  threatenings 
denounced  against  all  who  should  betray  the  secrets  of  the  Order, 
was  condocted  to  a  place  where  he  saw  the  dead  bodies  of  several 
who  were  said  to  have  suffered  for  their  treachery.  He  then  saw  his 
own  brother  bound  hand  and  foot,  beseeching  them  to  have  mercy  on 
him.  He  was  informed  that  his  brother  having  betrayed  the  secrets, 
was  to  be  punished  by  death,  and  he  (the  candidate)  was  to  be  the 
instrument  of  their  vengeance,  as  a  tnal  of  his  fortitude  and  zeal. 
He  was  told,  however,  tnat  as  the  sight  of  his  brother  might  cause 
some  degree  of  compunction,  a  bandage  must  be  placed  over  his 
e^es.  Being  hoodwinked,  a  dagger  was  placed  in  his  right  hand,  and 
his  left  being  laid  on  the  heart  of  his  brother,  he  was  told  to  strike 
home.  He  £d  so— the  blood  spouted  £rom  the  wound— the  bandage 
was  removed— and  he  found  that  he  had  only  stabbed  a  lamb." — 
EniTOB. 
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of  the  winter?  the  drink  which  ahonlA  moisten  Us  Unit- 
ing lip?  the  iH-ead  which  dioold  save  his  sool  alive? 

Such  is  the  importance  of  our  secrecy:  were  there  no 
other  ties  on  our  affections  or  consciences  than  merdj 
the  sense  of  injury  we  should  do  to  the  poor  and  tiie 
wretched,  by  a  transgression  of  this  rule,  we  aie  per- 
suaded it  would  be  sufEicient  to  lock  up  the  tongue  <rf 
every  man  who  professeth  himself  to  be  a  Mason. 
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LECTURE  XI. 

ON  CHABFTT*  . 

As  Charity  ifi  one  of  the  principal  charactenstics  of  a 
Mason,  we  will  treat  of  it  in  this  lecture.  » We  do  not 
mean  to  make  strictures  on  that  modem  error  of  incBs- 
criminately  dispensing  alms  to  all  supplicants,  without 
regard  to  their  real  wants  or  real  merits;  whereby  the 
h^rpocrite  and  knave  often  eat  the  bread  which  virtue  in 
distress  ought  to  be  relieved  by.  This  is  a  mistaken 
character  of  Charity,  in  which  me  is  too  often  abused. 
Though  the  bounties  of  benevolence  and  compassion  are 
ffiven  with  a  righteous  wish,  yet  they  should  be  ruled  by 
discretion. 

The  ancients  used  to  depict  the  virtue  Charity  in  the 
character  of  a  goddess,  seated  in  a  chair  of  ivory,  with  a 
golden  tire  upon  her  head,  set  with  precious  stones :  her 
vesture,  like  the  light  of  Heaven,  represented  universal 
benevolence ;  her  throne  was  unpolluted  and  unspotted 
by  passions  and  prejudices ;  and  the  gems  of  her  fillet 
represented  the  inestimable  blessings  which  flowed  vari- 
ouslv  from  her  bounty. 

They  also  represented  the  charities,  otherwise  called 
the  Graces,  under  three  personages:  one  of  these  was 
painted  with  her  back  towards  us,  and  her  face  forward, 
as  proceedbg  from  us;  and  the  other  two  with  their 
faces  towards  us  to  denote  that,  for  one  benefit  done,  we 
should  receive  double  thanks :  they  were  painted  naked, 
to  intimate  that  good  offices  should  be  done  without 
dissembling  and  hypocrisy :  they  were  represented  young, 
to  signify  that  the  remembrance  of  benefits  should  never 
wax  old :  and  also  laughing,  to  tell  us  that  we  should 
do  good  to  others  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity.  They 
were  represented  linked  together,  arm  in  arm,  to  instruct 
us  that  one  kindness  should  prompt  another ;  so  that  the 
knot  and  band  of  love  dioula  be  incUssoluble.  The  poets 
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tell  us,  that  they  ased  to  wash  themselves  in  the  foimiam 
Acidalius,  because  benefits,  gifts,  and  good  turns,  ought 
to  be  sincere  and  pure,  and  not  base  and  counterfeit. 

Charity,  in  the  works  of  moralists,  is  defined  to  be  the 
love  of  our  brethren,  or  a  kind  of  brotherly  afiection  one 
towards  another.  The  rule  and  standard  that  this  habit 
is  to  be  examined  and  regulated  by,  among  Christians,  is 
the  love  we  bear  to  ourselves,  or  that  the  Mediator  bore 
towards  us;  that  is,  it  must  be  unfeigned,  constant,  and 
out  of  no  other  design  than  man's  happiness. 

Such  are  the  general  sentiments  which  the  ancients 
entertained  of  this  virtue,  and  what  the  modem  moralists 
and  Christians  de6ne  it  to  be  at  this  day. 

In  what  character  Charity  should  be  received  among 
Masons,  is  now  our  purpose  to  define,  as  it  stands  limited 
to  our  own  society.* 

Being  so  limited,  we  are  not  subject  to  be  imposed  on 
by  false  pretences ;  and  are  certain  of  its  proper  and 
merited  adntiinistration.  It  is  hence  to  be  hoped,  that 
Charity  .subsists  with  us  without  dissembling  or  hypo- 
crisy, and  is  retained  in  sincerity  and  truth :  that  benents 
received  impress  a  lively  degree  of  gratitude  and  affection 
on  the  minus  of  Masons,  as  their  bounties  are  bestowed 
with  cheei^ulness,  and  without  the  frozen  finger  of  reluc- 
tance :  the  benevolence  of  our  society  is  so  mutual  and 
brotherly,  that  each  renders  good  offices  as  readily  as  he 
would  receive  them.^ 

^  The  principles  which  alone  should  attend  a  candidate  for  initiation 
to  oar  society  are  patiietically  represented  in  the  following  psalm. 

Liord,  who  shall  abide  in  thy  Tabernacle  ?  who  shall  dweu  in  thy 
holy  hill?  He  that  walketh  uprightly  and  worketh  rightcousnesst 
and  speaketh  the  truth  in  his  heart,  lie  that  backbiteth  not  with  his 
ton^e,  nor  doeth  evil  to  his  neighbour ;  nor  taketh  up  a  reproach 
against  fab  neighbour.  In  whose  eyes  a  vile  person  is  oontenined; 
but  he  honoureth  them  that  fear  the  Lord :  he  that  sweaxeth  to  his 
own  hurt  and  changeth  not.  He  that  puttcth  not  out  his  money  to 
usury,  nor  taketh  reward  against  the  innocent. — He  that  doeth  these 
tilings  shall  never  be  moved."    (Ps.  xv.,  1-5.) 

'  *^The  misplacing  of  a  benefit  is  worse  than  the  not  receiving  of 
it;  for  the  one  is  another  man's  fault,  but  the  other  is  mine.  The 
error  of  the  giver  does  oft  times  excuse  the  ingratitude  of  the  receiver ; 
for  a  favour  ill  placed  is  rather  a  profusion  than  a  benefit.  It  is  the 
most  shameful  of  losses,  an  inconsiderate  bounty.  I  will  choose  a 
man  of  integrity,  sincere,  considerate,  grateful,  temperate,  well-na- 
tured, neither  covetous  nor  sordid ;  and  when  I  have  obliged  such  a 
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In  order  to  exerdse  this  virtue,  both  in  the  character 
of  Masons  and  in  common  life,  with  propriety,  and  agree^ 
able  to  good  principles,  we  must  forget  every  obligation 
but  affection ;  for  otherwise  it  were  to  confound  Charity 
with  duty.  The  feelings  of  the  heart  ought  to  direct  the 
hand  of  Charity.  To  this  purpose  we  should  be  divested 
of  every  idea  of  superiority,  and  estimate  ourselves  as 
being  of  equality,  the  same  rank  and  race  of  men ;  in  this 
disposition  of  mind  we  may  be  susceptible  of  those  sen- 
timents which  Charity  delighteth  in,  to  feel  the  woes  and 
miseries  of  others  with  a  genuine  and  true  sympathy  (tf 
soul :  Compassion  is  of  heavenly  birth  ;  it  is  one  of  the 
first  characteristics  of  humanity.  Peculiar  to  our  race, 
it  distinguishes  us  from  the  rest  of  creation.® 

He  whose  bosom  is  locked  up  against  compassion  is  a 

man,  though  not  worth  a  groat  in  the  world,  I  have  eained  my  end. 
If  we  give  only  to  receive,  we  lose  the  fairest  objects  for  our  charity : 
the  absent,  the  sick,  the  captive,  and  the  needy.  The  rule  is,  we  are 
to  give  as  we  would  receive — cheerfully,  quickly,  and  without  hesita- 
tion :  for  there  is  no  grace  in  a  benefit  that  sticks  to  the  fingers.  A 
benefit  should  be  made  acce]>table  by  all  possible  rnean^,  even  to  the 
end  that  the  receiver,  who  is  never  to  forget  it,  may  bear  it  in  his 
mind  with  satisfaction.  It  is  not  the  value  of  the  present,  but  the 
benevolence  of  the  mind,  tiiat  we  are  to  consider :  that  which  is  given 
"with  pride  and  ostentation  is  rather  an  ambition  than  a  bounty.*' 
(Seneca.    Of  Benefits.) 

^  "  Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  and 
have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as  sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal.  And  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  understand  all 
mysteries,  and  all  luiowledge ;  and  though  I  have  all  faith,  so  that  I 
could  remove  mountains,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  nothing.  And 
though  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  though  I  give  my 
body  to  be  burned,  and  have  not  charity,  it  profiteth  me  nothing. 
Charity  snffereth  long,  and  is  kind;  charity  envieth  not;  chari^ 
▼aunteth  not  itself,  is  not  pufied  up.  Doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly, 
seeketh  not  her  own,  is  not  easily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil.  ^  Be- 
joicetii  not  in  iniquity,  but  reioiceth  in  the  truth.  Beareth  all  things, 
believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  tilings.  Chanty 
never  faileth;  but  -w^iether  there  be  prophecies,  they  shall  fail; 
whetiier  tiiere  be  tongues,  they  shall  cease ;  whether  there  be  know- 
ledge, it  shall  vanish  away.  For  we  know  in  part,  and  we  prophesy 
in  part.  But  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then  that  wmch  is 
in  part  shall  be  done  away.  When  I  was  a  child,  I  spake  as  a  child, 
I  understood  as  a  child,  I  thought  as  a  child ;  but  when  I  became  a 
man,  I  put  away  childish  things.  For  now  we  see  through  a  glass, 
darUy ;  but  then  face  to  face ;  now  I  know  in  part ;  but  tben  I  shall 
know  even  as  also  I  am  known.  And  now  abideih  faith,  hope,  chari^, 
these  three ;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity."    (1  Cor.  xiii.) 
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barbariAD ;  his  manners  are  bmtal,  his  mind  glocny  and 
morose,  and  his  passiona  as  savage  as  the  beaaia  of  tiiie 
forest. 

What  kind  of  man  is  he  who,  full  of  opulence,  and  in 
whose  hand  abandance  overflows,  can  look  on  virtue  hi 
distress,  and  merit  in  misenFy  without  pity  9  Who  could 
behold,  without  tears,  the  desolaie  and  forlorn  estate  of 
the  widow,  who  in  early  life^  brought  up  in  the  bosmn 
of  a  tender  mother,  without  knowing  care,  and  without 
tasting  of  necessity,  was  not  befitted  for  advmity; 
whose  soul  is  pure  as  ianocence,  and  full  of  honour; 
whose  mind  had  been  brightened  by  erudition  under  an 
indulgent  father ;  whose  youth,  untutored  in  the  school 
of  sorrows,  had  been  flattered  with  the  prospect  of  days 
of  prosperity  and  plenty ;  one  who,  at  length,  by  the 
cruel  adversity  of  winds  and  seas,  with  her  dying  hus- 
band, is  wrecked  in  total  destruction  and  beggary ; 
driven,  by  ill  fortune,  from  peace  and  plenty ;  and,  from 
the  bed  of  ease,  changes  her  lot  to  the  dank  dunghill,  for 
relief  of  her  weariness  and  pain ;  grown  meagre  with 
necessity,  and  sick  with  woe;  at  her  bosom  hanging  her 
famished  infant,  draining  ofi*  the  dregs  of  parental  life 
for  sustenance,  bestowel  from  maternal  love;  yielding 
existence  to  support  the  babe.  Hard-hearted  covetous- 
ness  and  proud  titles,  can  ye  behold  such  an  object, 
dry-ejed?  Can  avarice  grasp  the  mite  which  should 
sustam  such  virtue  ?  Can  high  life  lift  its  supercilious 
brow  above  such  scenes  in  human  life;  above  such 
miseries  sustained  by  a  fellow-creature  ?  If,  perchance, 
the  voice  of  the  unfortunate  and  wretched  widow  is 
heard  in  complainings,  when  wearied  patience  and  relax- 
ing resignation  breathe  a  sigh,  whilst  modesty  forbids 
her  supplication,  is  not  the  groan,  the  sigh,  more  pathetic 
to  your  ear,  you  rich  ones !  than  all  the  flattering  peti- 
tions of  a  cringing  knave,  who  touches  your  vanity  and 
tickles  your  follies ;  extorting  from  your  very  weaknesses 
the  prostituted  portion  of  debased  charity  ?  Perhaps  the 
fatal  hour  is  at  hand  when  consolation  is  required  to  close 
the  last  moments  of  this  unfortunate  one's  life ;  can  the 
man  absorbed  in  pleasure  roll  his,  chariot-wheels  past  the 
scene  of  sorrow,  without  compassion,  and,  without  pity, 
see  the  last  convulsion  and  the  deadly  gaze  which  paint 
misery  upon  the  features  of  an  expiring  saint  ?  If  angels 
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weep  in  heaven,  they  weep  for  such ;  if  they  know  con- 
tempt, they  feel  it  for  the  wealthy,  who  bestow  not  of 
their  superfluities,  and  snatch  not  from  their  vices  what 
would  ^adden  souls  sunk  in  the  woes  of  worldly  adver- 
sity. The  ey«6  of  cherubims  view  with  delight  the 
exercise  of  such  benevolence  as  forms  the  character  of 
the  good  Samaritan ;  saints  touch  their  golden  lyres  to 
hynm  humanity's  fair  history  in  the  realms  of  bliss; 
and  approbation  shines  upon  the  countenance  divine  of 
Omnipresence,  when  a  man  is  found  in  the  exercise  of 
virtue. 

'What  should  that  human  wretch  be  called  who,  with 

Eremeditated  cruelty  and  avarice,  devises  nuschief,  whilst 
e  is  conscious  of  his  neighbour's  honesty ;  whilst  he  sees 
him  industriously,  day  by  day,  labounng  with  sweaty 
brow  and  weary  limbs,  toiling  with  cheerfulness  for 
bread;  on  whose  exerted  labour  an  affectionate  and  vit- 
tuous  wife  and  healthy  children,  crowding  his  narrow 
hearth  with  naked  feet,  depend  for  sustenance ;  whilst 
he  perceives  him,  with  integrity  more  than  human, 
taking  scrupulously  his  own,  and  wronging  no  man  to 
satisfy  his  hunger  or  his  wants ;  whilst  he  sees  him,  with 
fatigued  sinews,  lengthen  out  the  toil  of  industry  from 
morning  to  night,  with  unremitting  ardour,  singing  to 
elude  repining,  apd  smoothing  his  anxieties  and  pain  with 
hope  that  he  shall  reward  his  weariness  by  the  overflow- 
ings of  his  wife's  cheerful  heart,  and  with  the  smiles  of 
his  feeding  infants  ?  What  must  he  be  who  knows  such 
a  man,  and,  by  his  craft  or  avarice,  extorts  unjust  demands, 
and  brings  him  into  beggary?  What  must  he  be  who 
sees  such  a  man  deprived  by  fire  or  water  of  all  his  sub- 
stance, the  habitation  of  the  infants  lost,  and  nothing 
left  but  nakedness  and  tears,  and,  seeing  this,  affords  the 
sufferer  no  relief?  Surely,  in  Nature,  no  such  wretches 
do  exist ! — but,  if  such  be,  it  is  not  vain  presumption  to 
proclaim  that,  like  accursed  Cain,  they  are  distinguished 
as  the  outcasts  of  God's  mercies,  and  are  left  on  earth  to 
live  a  life  of  punishment. 

The  objects  of  true  Charity  are  merit  and  virtue  in 
distress ;  persons  who  are  incapable  of  extricating  them- 
selves from  misfortunes  which  have  overtaken  them  in 
old  age;  industrious  men,  from  inevitable  accidents  and 
acts  of  Providence,  rushed  into  ruin ;  widows  left  sur- 
10 


tso 


ON  OHAKITT. 


vivon  of  their  husbands,  by  whose  labour  they  subsisted ; 
orphans  in  tender  years  left  naked  to  the  world. 

what  are  not  the  claims  of  such  on  the  hand  of  Charity, 
when  you  compare  them  to  the  miscreants  who  infest 
the  doors  of  eveiy  dwelling  with  their  importunities  ?— 
wretches  wandering  from  their  homes,  showing  their  dis- 
tortions and  their  sores,  to  ]^rompt  a  false  compassion; 
with  which  iU-gotten  gains,  m  concert  with  vagabonds, 
they  revel  away  the  hours  of  night,  which  conceals  their 
iniquities  and  vices. 

Charity,  when  misapplied,  loses  her  titles,  and,  instead 
of  being  adorned  with  the  dress  of  virtue,  assumes  the 
insigmficance>  the  bells  and  feathers  of  folly. 


131 


LECTURE  Xn. 

ON  BBOTHBRLT  LOYB. 

We  will  speak  of  brotherly  love  in  this  lecture  in  that 
degree  which  solely  appertains  to  Masons.  The  necessity 
there  is  for  the  exertion  of  brotherly  regard  among  Masons 
in  the  lodge  is  obvious  to  every  one ;  peace,  regularity, 
and  decorum  are  indispensable  duties  there ;  all  resent- 
ment and  remembrance  of  injuries  should  be  forgotten, 
and  that  cordiality  ought  to  be  warm  among  us  which 
brings  with  it  cheerfulness  and  rejoicing.  The  true 
worSiippers  of  the  Deity,  men  who  held  just  notions  of 
the  principles  of  Nature  in  the  times  of  barbarous  igno- 
rance, durst  not  publicly  practise  the  one,  or  promulgate 
the  other;  but  happy  is  our  estate  in  this  lettered  age 
and  this  land  of  liberty :  we  profess  our  sentiments  with 
freedom,  and  without  fear;  we  exercise  our  religious 
principles  under  a  full  toleration ;  and,  as  social  beings, 
we  assemble  in  the  lodge,  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of 
friendship,  and  the  breathings  of  true  benevolence. 

After  the  business  of  the  lodge  is  dispatched,  we  are 
assembled  to  open  out  the  cheerfulness  of  our  hearts 
without  guile ;  for  there  are  no  tale-bearers,  censors,  or 
revilers  among  us  :^  our  lodge  is  sacred  to  silence,  hence 
we  may  say,  figuratively,  **  It  is  situate  in  the  secret 
places,  where  the  cock  holds  not  his  watch,  where  the 
voice  of  wailing  reaches  not,  where  brawling,  as  the 
intemperate  wrath  of  women,  cannot  be  heard." 

Without  suspicion  of  being  betrayed  in  our  words,  or 
ensnared  in  the  openness  of  our  dealings,  our  mirth  here 
is  undisguised,  is  governed  by  prudence,  tempered  with 
love,  and  clothed  in  charity;  thus  it  stanos  void  of 
oflence ;  no  malicious  mind  warps  innocent  expressions 
to  wicked  constructions,  or  interprets  unmeaning  jests 
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into  sarcasms  or  satires ;  but  as  every  sentiment  flows 
full  of  benevolence,  so  every  ear  here  is  attuned  to  the 
strain,  in  harmonious  concord,  and  tastes  the  pleasures 
of  festivity  so  pure  that  they  bear  our  reflections  in  the 
morning,  without  remorse. 

Peace,  regularity,  and  decorum,  which  we  observed 
were  indispensable  duties  here,  are  not  the  ofi^ring  of 
control,  or  the  issue  of  authority,  but  a  voluntary  service 
which  every  man  brinffs  to  the  lodge. 

There  are  seasons,  indeed,  in  which  authority  is  properly 
exercised ;  man  is  frail ;  the  most  prudent  may  sometimes 
deviate.  It  was  a  maxim  of  the  ancient  philosophers, 
**that  to  err  is  human;"— ^therefore  in  the  lodge  there 
ought  to  be  a  constant  governor,  who  shotdd  restrain 
the  improprieties  which  may  creep  in  among  us  by  any 
brother  coming  here  after  an  intemperance  in  liquor. 

Another  degree  of  brotherly  love  which  should  prevail 
here  is,  to  hear  the  petitions  of  every  member  of  this 
society  with  tenderness  and  attention.  Where  there  is 
at  any  time  a  brother  of  our  community  sick  or  in  dis- 
tress, the  case  of  his  calamities  should  come  here  repre- 
sented by  a  brother  who  will  neither  deceive  us,  nor  hold 
back  any  part  of  his  merits ;  and  the  lodge  must  testify 
all  due  regard,  by  receiving  the  petition  patiently,  and 
giving  relief  according  to  the  deserts. 

The  most  material  part  of  that  brotherly  love  which 
should  subsist  among  Masons  is  that  of  speaking  well  of 
each  other  to  the  world ;  more  especially  it  is  expected 
of  every  member  of  this  fraternity  that  he  should  not 
traduce  his  brother.  Calumny  and  slander  are  detestable 
crimes  against  society.  Nothing  can  be  viler  than  to 
traduce  a  man  behind  his  back :  it  is  like  the  villany  of  aa 
assassin,  who  has  not  virtue  enough  to  give  his  adversary 
the  means  of  self-defence,  but,  lurking  in  darkness, 
stabs  him  whilst  he  is  unarmed,  and  unsuspicious  of  an 
enemy. 

Of  this  crime,  Shakspeare  has  given  a  just  descrip- 
tion 

Who  steals  my  purse  steals  trash ; 
'Twas  mine,  'tis  his,  and  may  be  slave  to  thousands ; 
But  he  who  piUers  from  me  m^  good  name, 
Robs  me  of  mat  whioh  not  enriohes  him, 
But  makes  me  poor  indeed." 
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Calumny  has  this  direful  consequence,  that  it  carries 
with  it  not  a  momentary  effect  only,  but  endures  for 
time  uncounted.  The  wickedness  of  the  world  is  such 
that  it  is  greedy  of  scandal ;  and  when  once  the  voice  of 
defamation  liaa  uttered  its  poison,,  like  a  pestilence  it 
smites  and  contaminates ;  it  spreads  jealousies  in  families, 
division  and  wrath  among  fnends,  urges  fathers  against 
children,  and  brother  against  brother.  When  once  the 
pernicious  tale  gets  birth,  it  cannot  be  recalled;  and 
thence  the  sinner's  penitence  is  not  capable  of  expiation ; 
for  the  evil  consequences  may  lay  dormant  in  the  womb 
of  futurity,  and  become  an  intail  of  sorrow  on  the  third 
and  fourth  generation  of  him  that  is  injured.  What 
malice  and  mischief,  what  infernal  disposition,  must  actu- 
ate the  mind  which  is  capable  of  defaming  the  innocent  I 
There  is  no  crime  of  which  such  a  wretch  might  not  be 
the  perpetrator ;  against  such  a  villain  there  is  no  armour 
for  defence ;  he  assaults  the  naked  and  unsuspicious,  and, 
like  the  contagion  of  some  horrid  disease,  he  smites  whilst 
the  victim  sleeps.  Justice  is  disarmed  affainst  such  a 
sinner,  as  concealment  is  his  safeguard,  and  only  the  eye 
of  heaven  discovers  his  iniquity. 

It  is  not  only  expected  of  Masons  that  thev  should, 
with  a  conscientious  soul,  refrain  irom  evil  speaking,  h^t 
also  that  they  should  speak  well  of  each  other. 

To  give  a  man  his  just  and  due  character  is  so  easy  a 
duty  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  benevolent  mind  to  avoid 
it ;  it  is  a  degree  of  common  justice  which  honesty  itself 
prompts  one  to.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  refrain  from 
slander;  but  it  is  required  of  Masons  that  they  should 
speak  graciously  and  with  affection,  withholding  nothing 
that  can  be  uttered  to  a  brother's  praise  or  good  name 
with  truth.  What  a  pleasure  does  it  give  the  heart 
feeling  benevolent  dispositions,  to  give  praises  where 
due !  There  is  a  selfish  joy  in  good  speaking,  as  self- 
approbation  succeeds  it.  Eiesides,  the  breast  of  such  a 
man  feels  enlarged  whilst  he  utters  the  praise  due  to  his 
neighbour ;  and  he  experiences  all  the  nnest  sensations 
of  love  whilst  he  moves  others  to  feel  for  the  same 
object. 

The  neutral  disposition — frigid  and  reserved — ^neither 
tends  to  good  or  evil ;  but  the  man  tasting  brotherly  love 
is  warm  to  commend.   It  is  an  easy  and  cheap  means  of 
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bestowing  good  gifts  and  working  good  works ;  for,  by  a 
just  praise  to  industry,  you  reconunend  the  industrious 
man  to  those  to  whom  he  miffht  never  be  known,  and 
thereby  enlarge  his  credit  and  his  trade*  By  a  just 
conmiendation  of  merit,  you  may  open  the  paths  of 
advancement  through  those  whose  power  might  never 
have  been  petitioned.  By  a  proper  praise  of  genius  and 
art,  you  may  arouse  the  attention  of  those  patrons  to 
whom  the  greatest  deservings  might  have  remained  a 
secret.  It  is  a  degree  of  justice  which  every  man  has 
a  right  to  from  his  brother,  that  his  virtues  be  not 
concealed. 

To  shroud  the  imperfections  of  our  friend,  and  cloak 
his  infirmities,  is  Christian-like  and  charitable,  conse- 
quently, befitting  a  Mason.  Even  the  truth  should  not 
be  told  at  all  times ;  for,  where  we  cannot  approve,  we 
should  pity  in  silence.  ^Vhat  pleiasure  or  profit  can 
there  arise  by  exposing  the  secrets  of  a  brother  ?  To 
exhort  him  is  virtuous ;  to  revile  him  is  inhuman ;  and 
to  set  him  out  as  an  object  of  ridicule,  is  infernal. 

From  hence  we  must  necessarily  determine  that  the 
duty  of  a  good  man  leads  to  work  out  the  wi>rks  of 
benevolence ;  and  his  heart  is  touched  with  joy  whilst 
he  acts  within  these  precepts.  Let  us,  ther^ore,  be 
steadfast  and  immovable  in  our  ordinances,  that  we  be 
proved  to  have  a  tongue  of  good  report. 
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ON  THB  OCCUPATIONS  OF  MASOJNS. 

In  the  former  lectures  we  have  declared  it  to  be  the 
Opinion  that  Masons,  in  the  present  state  of  Masonry, 
were  never  a  body  of  architects.^  By  the  Book  of 
Constitutions,  published  by  authority,  we  see  no  grand 
communication  held  in  form,  till  of  very  late  4Ate; 
neither  is  there  any  evidence  therein  to  contradict  the 

Sositions  we  have  laid  down.  The  succession  therein 
escribed  is  by  no  means  to  be  accepted  and  understood 
in  a  literal  sense,  but  as  a  pedigree  or  chronological 
table  of  the  servants  of  the  Deity  working  the  duties  of 
righteousness. 

We  ground  a  judgment  of  the  nature  of  our  profession 
on  our  ceremonials,  and  flatter  ourselves  every  Mason 
will  be  convinced  that  they  have  not  any  relation*  to 
building  and  architecture,  but  are  emblematical,  and 
imply  moral,  and  spiritual,  and  religious  tenets.  It 
appears  self-evident  that  the  situation  of  the  lodge  and 
its  several  parts  are  copied  after  the  Tabernacle  and  Tem- 
ple, and  are  representative  of  the  universe,  implying 
that  the  universe  is  the  temple  which  the  Deity  is 
everywhere  present ;  our  moae  of  teaching  the  princi]3le8 
of  our  profession  is  derived  from  the  Druids ;  our  maxims 
of  morality  from  Pythagoras ;  our  chief  emblems  origin- 
ally from  Egypt ;  to  Basilides  we  owe  the  science  of 
Abrax,  and  the  characters  of  those  emanations  of  the 
Deity  which  we  have  adopted,  and  which*  are  so  neces- 
sary for  the  maintenance  of  a  moral  society.  We  believe 

>  Aliquando  bonus  Homeros  dormitat  Our  worthy  brother  has 
overlooked  that  propositioii  on  which  the  reyiyal  of  Masonry  was 
founded,  viz.,  That  the  privileges  of  Masonry  should  no  longer  be 
restricted  to  operative  masons,  bat  extend  to  men  of  various  profes- 
nons,  provided  they  were  regulariy  approved  and  initiated  into  the 
Order. — Enrroa. 
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that  our  present  ceremonies  were  more  generally  taught, 
and  more  candidates  were  initiated  therein,  on  the  opeii- 
ing  of  the  crusades,  than  any  other  era,  or  on  any  other 
^known  occasion. 

The  English  historians  agree,  that  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Second,  and  the  year  1188,  at  an  interview 
between  the  Kings  of  England  and  France,  attended  by 
the  prelates  and  nobility  of  both  nations,  the  Archbishop 
of  Tyre  pronounced  such  a  melancholy  account  of  Sala- 
dine's  successes  in  the  Holy  Land,  and  the  miseries  of 
the  Christians  in  that  country,  that  the  audience  was 
greatly  aSected  with  the  relation,  and  the  two  kings 
agreed  to  convert  their  whole  attention  to  the  relief  of 
those  adventurers.  They  received  the  cross  from  the 
han^  of  the  archbishop,  resolving  to  go  there  in  person ; 
and  their  example  was  followed  by  Philip,  Count  of 
Flanders,  and  a  great  number  of  the  prelates  and  nobility 
there  present :  a  plenary  indulgence  was  published  iu 
the  Pope's  name,  for  all  those  who  would  make  a  fair 
confession  of  their  sins,  and  engage  in  the  crusade :  the 
different  nations  assumed  crosses  of  a  different  colour, 
and  rules  and  orders  were  established  for  preventing  riot 
luxury,  and  disorder  on  the  enterprise* 

These  were  the  principal  rules  made  for  the  regulation 
of  the  crusaders.  We  may  conjecture,  these  religious 
campaigns  being  over,  that  men  initiated  in  the  myste- 
ries of  Masonry,  and  engaged  and  enrolled  under  those 
rules  and  orders  which  were  established  for  the  conduct 
of  the  nations  in  the  holy  war,  would  form  themselves 
into  lodges,  and  keep  up  their  social  meetings  when 
returned  home,  in  commemoration  of  their  adventures 
and  mutual  good  offices  in  Palestine,  and  for  the  propa- 
gation of  that  knowledge  into  which  they  had  beeA 
initiated. 

As  a  further  argument  that  builders  and  architects 
were  not  the  original  members  of  our  society,  the  Masons 
of  the  city  of  London  obtained  their  incorporation  and 
charter  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Fifth,  in  or  about 
the  year  1419 ;  they  taking  on  themselves  the  name  of 

•  Freemasons.  By  their  charter  they  are  governed  by  a 
Master  and  two  Wardens,  with  twenty-five  assistants. 
Of  this  incorporated  body,  sixty-five  are  of  the  livery  of 

*  London. 
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It  has  never  been  pretended  that  the  society  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  hare  in  any  manner  been  connected, 
or  much  less  have  united  themselyes,  with  the  incorpo^ 
rated  body  of  Masons  enchartered;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
have  kept  themselves  totally  apart.* 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
the  Sixth,  a  law  was  enacted,  setting  forth,  That  by 
the  yearly  congregations  and.  confederacies  made  by 
Masons  in  their  general  assemblies,  the  good  course  and 
effects  of  the  statute  of  labourers  were  openly  violated 
and  broken,  and  making  the  future  holding  of  their  chap- 
ters and  congregations  felony*" 

It  is  impossible  that  this  statute  should  relate  to  any 
other  persons  than  the  incorporated  body  of  working 
masons;  who,  under  an  exclusive  charter,  by  secret 
combinations  raised  the  prices  of  their  labour,  and  pre- 
vented craftsmen  of  their  fraternity,  not  members  of  the 
charter,  from  exercising  their  trade  within  the  limits  of 
London ;  which  might  occasion  a  grievance  worthy  of 
parliamentary  redress,  but  in  what  manner  the  statutes 
of  laboui*ers  could  be  affected  by  the  associations  of  our 
fraternity,  is  not  in  our  power  to  comprehenil.  Our 
records  give  us  no  evidence  of  any  such  convocations,  at 
the  time  mentioned.' 


*  And  jet  a  document  has  been  produced  by  Halliwell  which 
shows  that  the  name  of  Freemason  was  given  to  those  who  practised 
the  actoal  trade.  **In  the  jeat  1506,  John  Hjhner  and  Wilson 
Yertae,  Freemasons,  were  encaged  to  vanlte,  or  doo  to  bee  vaulted 
with  freestone,  the  roof  of  &e  qnere  of  the  College  Ruiall  of  our 
Lad^r  and  St.  George,  within  the  castell  of  Wyndsore,  uccordiiig  to 
tiie  roof  of  the  body  of  the  said  College."— EnrrOB. 

'  It  is,  however,  weU  known  that  about  the  tune  when  the  Norman 
dynasty  was  established  in  this  kinsdom,  the  study  of  architecture, 
as  a  science,  was  enjomed  on  the  bi^Kops  and  otiier  diffnitazies  of  the 
Church ;  because  it  was  under  their  superintendence  that  ecclesiasti- 
cal edifices  rose  in  all  the  pride  of  gorgeous  splendour;  and  the 
profession  of  Masonry  was  fostered  and  encouniged  throughout 
Christendom.  The  Boman  pontifib  conferred  on  the  fraternity  many 
valuable  privileges,  and  mduoed  its  members  to  form  tiiemselves  into 
lodges,  where  &ey  practised  those  peculiar  ceremonies  by  which 
Hiey  not  onl^  secured  to  their  own  body  tiie  essential  benefits  of 
companionship,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  ihe  worid  besides,  but  also 
framed  thek  own  rules,  settled  their  own  waf es,  and  enjoyed  the 
proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  contributed,  by  their  art,  in 
no  small  degree,  to  the  dienily  and  security  of  kingdoms ;  while  the 
superb  structures  which  tney  raised,  daizling  with  every  rich  variety 


138 


THB  OCCUPATIONS 


By  the  charter  of  Masons,  they  assumed  the  title  of 
Freemasons,  being  entitled  to  the  franchises  of  the  city 
of  London.  Why  the  title  of  Free  is  annexed  to  our 
society,  or  that  of  Accepted,  we  hope  we  may  be  allowed 
to  conjecture,  was  derived  from  the  crusades*^  There 
the  yolunteers  entering  into  that  service  must  be  free- 
men, bom  free,  and  not  villains  or  under  any  vassallage; 
for  it  was  not  until  long  after  the  crusades,  that  vasallage 
and  feudal  services,  together  with  the  slavish  tenures, 
were  taken  away. 

They  were  entitled  to  the  style  of  Accepted,  under 
that  plenary  indulgence  which  the  Pope  published  for 
all  that  would  confess  their  sins,  and  enBst  m  the  enter- 
prise of  the  holy  war ;  whereby  they  were  accepted  and 
received  into  the  bosom  of  the  Father  of  the  Church. 
Some  authors  hate  presumed  to  tell  us,  that  it  was  the 
original  design  of  the  Christian  powers,  in  their  enterprise 
in  the  Holy  Land,  to  rebuild  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem ; 
but  we  cannot  discover  any  good  authority  for  this  asser- 
tion.^ In  modem  Masonry  it  is  given  as  a  principle, 
why  our  dedication  of  lodges  is  made  to  St«  John,  that 

of  ornamental  deooration,  confirmed  the  saperioxity  which  they 
assumed  in  the  wbUls  of  genios  and  learning,  and  secured  for  them 
the  distinction  and  respect  which  always  attend  supeiior  talent.  In- 
deed, the  appearance  of  so  many  stately  ecclesiastical  edifices  spread 
over  the  island  in  all  the  unparalleled  magnificence  of  Gk>tfaio  archi- 
tecture, during  an  age  of  semi-barbarism,  could  scarcely  ful  to 
impress  upon  the  ignorant  serf  an  idea  that  their  builders  were  pos- 
sessed of  more  than  mortal  powers.  And  this  feeling  would  not  be 
diminished  by  the  ^impenetrable  veil  which  was  thrown  over  their 
tFansactions  in  tyled  lodges ;  their  habits  of  secrecy  andtecitomity ; 
and  the  profound  deference  which  was  always  paid  to  their  opinions 
by  the  nch  and  powerful,  both  in  Chmrch  and  State. — ^Editob. 

^  We  assign  a  different  reason  for  those  appellations.  It  is  said 
that  the  Masons  who  were  selected  to  work  at  Solomon's  Temple, 
were  declared*  freet  and  invested  with  other  privileges.  But  the 
posterity  of  these  Masons  being  carried  into  captivi^  by  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, when  the  tune  was  expired,  they  were  set  at  hberty  hj  Cyrus, 
and  received  permission  to  erect  a  new  temple  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 
old  one.  This  is  the  reputed  origin  of  the  title  of  Freemasons. — 
Editob. 

"  There  is  no  good  authority  for  this  assertion.  The  Templan 
were  originally  established  to  defend  the  pilgrims  in  their  passage  to 
and  from  the  Holy  Land;  durinff  which  they  were  subjected  to  insoh 
and  injunr  from  Jews,  Turks,  Lifidels,  and  Heretics.  And,  having 
erected  their  domicile  on  Mount  Moriah  witiiin  the  precincts  of  the 
Temple,  they  wete  styled  Templars.— Editob. 
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ihe  Masons  who  en|[aged  to  conquer  the  Holy  Land  chose 
that  saint  for  their  i>atron«  We  should  be  sorry  to 
appropriate  the  Balsarian  sect  of  Christians  to  St.  John 
as  an  explanation  of  this  principle ;  St.  John  obtains  our 
dedication,  as  being  the  proclaimer  of  that  salvation 
which  was  at  hand  by  the  coming  of  Christ;  and  we» 
as  a  set  of  religious  assembling  in  the  true  faith,  com- 
memorate the  proclamations  of  the  Baptist.  In  the 
name  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  we  acknowledge  the 
testimonies  which  he  gives,  and  the  divine  Xoyos,  which 
he  makes  manifest.  But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  the 
crusaders. 

It  is  probable  that  the  same  enthusiastic  spirit  which 
engaged  men  to  enter  into  the  crusades,  at  the  vast 
expense  and  hazard  which  history  describes,  also  led 
them  into  as  enormous  a  folly  in  the  building  of  religious 
houses:  during  the  reign  of  Hennr  the  Second,  when  the  • 
English  first  engaged  in  the  holy  war,  there  were  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  eleven  abbeys,  nunneries,  and 
religious  houses,  founded  in  this  kingdom;  during  the 
reign  of  Richard  the  First,  eighteen;  and  during  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  forty ;  which  shows  the  reli- 
gious infatuation  which  had  totally  overrun  the  minds  of 
the  people  in  those  reigns.  The  ecclesiastics,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  works  of  Solomon,  might  become  the  masters 
of  those  works,  and  superintend  and  conduct  the  labours 
of  the  inferior  sect  of  haly-werk-folk  f  that  by  acceptable 

*  The  rules  prescribed  for  these  hal^-werk-folk  clearly  prove  that 
thej  were  both  Operatiye  and  Speculatiye  Masons.  In  an  old  MS.  in 
the  British  Museum  (Harl.  1942),  the^r  are  thus  stated :  **Tou  shall 
not  take  any  work  to  do  at  any  ezcessiye  and  unreasonable  rates,  or 
deoeiye  the  owner  thereof ;  but  so  as  he  may  be  truly  and  faithfully 
seryed  with  his  own  ffoods.  You  are  to  honour  God  and  his  Holy 
Chuoh ;  and  use  no  Iteresy  or  error,  or  discredit  men's  teaching. 
You  are  to  be  true  to  our  sovereign  lord  the  king ;  oommitting  no 
treason,  misprision  of  treason,  6co.  No  person  shall  be  aocepted  a 
Freemason,  unless  he  shall  have  a  lodge  of  five  Freemasons,  at  least; 
whereof  one  to  be  Master  or  Warden  of  that  limit  or  division  wherein 
such  lodge  shall  be  kept ;  and  another  of  the  trade  of  Freemasonry. 
No  person  shall  be  accepted  a  Freemason,  but  such  as  are  of  able 
body,  honest  parentage,  good  reputation,  and  observers  of  the  laws 
of  tilie  land.  No  person  shall  be  accepted  a  Freemason,  or  know  the 
secrets  of  liie  said  society,  until  he  hath  first  taken  the  oath  of  secrecy 
hereafter  following : — I,  A.  B.,  do,  in  the  presence  of  Ahnighty  God, 
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hands  such  pious  works  might  be  conducted,  and  from 
whence  the  ignorant  and  profane  might  be  rejected,  like 
the  Samaritans ;  these  miffht  assume  the  honorary  title 
of  Masons,  which,  from  vulgar  acceptation,  would  natu* 
rally  confound  them  with  ordinary  mechanics. 

In  the  Anglo-Norman  Antiquities  it  is  said  of  Freema- 
sons that  they  were  an  association  of  religious,  who 
engaged  in  the  founding  and  erecting  of  churches  and 
religious  houses  in  Palestme.  We  have  already  mentioned 
the  religious  sect  who  were  really  architects  and  builders 
of  churches,  the  haly-werk-folk,  with  no  small  degree  of 
respect ;  they  were  a  body  of  men  subsisting  before  the 
crusades  ;^  they  were  maintained  by  the  Church,  under 
which  they  held  lands  for  the  service  of  erecting  and 
repairing  churches,  and  for  the  guarding  the  sepulchres 
or  saints.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  when  the  rage  of 
holy  works,  and  holy  wars,  and  the  desire  of  Palestine, 
fired  the  minds  of  all  Europe,  but  a  body  of  those  people 
might  embark  in  the  enterprise,  and  be  transported  thither 
to  build  churches,  for  the  better  planting  or  propagating 
the  Christian  doctrine,  or  to  guara  and  maintain  the  holy 
sepulchre.  We  would  be  rei^y  at  all  times  to  admit  that 
these  emigrants  mi^ht  possess  some  rules  and  ceremonies 
for  initiation  peculiar  to  themselves,  so  far  as  the  bearers 
of  burdens  were  admitted  under  Solomon*  in  the  building 
at  Jerusalem,  and  that  they  might  retain  their  singular 
maxims  and  principles  in  secrecy;  and  it  may  also  be 
admitted  that,  in  honour  of  that  gradation  of  Masonry 
and  of  their  profession,  they  should  claim  the  greatest 
antiquity — ^from  Solomon's  Temple  at  least:  they  might 

and  my  fellows  and  brethren  here  present,  promise  and  declare,  that 
I  will  not  at  any  time  hereafter,  hy  any  art  or  ciroumstanoe  whaterer, 
directly  or  indirectly,  publish,  diacorer,  rereal,  or  make  known,  any 
of  the  secrets,  priyileffes,  or  counsels  of  the  firatexnity  or  feUowafaip 
of  Freemasonry,  whicn  at  this  time,  or  any  time  hereafter,  shall  be 
made  known  unto  me.  So  help  me  Gh>d,  and  the  holv  oontenta  of 
tiiis  book.'*  This  MS.  is  said  to  be  a  copy  of  one  whi(m  was  wiHtcn 
in  the  lOth  century. — EnrroR. 

^  The  two  institutions,"  saya  Laurie,  of  Templazism  and  Free- 
masonry, were  intimately  connected.  The  former  took  its  origia 
from  the  latter,  and  borrowed  ^m  it,  not  only  some  of  its  oeremonial 
obeeryances,  but  the  leading  featores,  and  the  general  outline  of  its 
oonstitntion." — ^Editob. 
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even  be  more  thap  a  collateral  branch  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  as  we  have  before  admitted,  and  b# 
initiated  in  the  mysteries  of  Masonry,  their  occupation 
being  in  no  wise  incompatible  with  our  profession ;  and 
they  might  be  known  and  distinguishea  by  the  title  of 
Operative  Masons,  as  the  Esseiies  were  divided  into 
Theoricks  and  Practicks.  But,  from  the  writings  of  the 
author  of  the  Anglo-Norman  Antiquities,  we  are  convinced 
he  was  not  a  Free  and  Accepted  Mason  himself ;  and,  as 
the  secrecy  of  that  society  had  attracted  the  attention  of 
many,  who,  as  their  curiosity  was  exercised,  raised  con- 
jectures on  the  name  of  Masons  to  discover  their  origin 
and  principles,  or  to  reconcile  their  own  opinions ;  from 
whence  nothing  was  more  likely  to  strike  the  attention 
of  an  historian  than  this  body  of  men ;  the  haly-werk-folk, 
rambling  in  Palestine,  were  to  his  purpose* 

Were  we  claimants  only  to  the  title  of  mechanics,  we  ■ 
might  have  chosen  as  ancient  and  a  more  honourable  - 
branch  of  the  arts  and  sciences ;  we  might  have  substituted 
geometry  to  a  more  worthy  duty,  and  have  honoured  our 
Maker  in  some  profession  more  expressive  of  our  sense  of 
his  power  and  dignity. 

Our  origin  in  this  country  is  thought  to  be  from  the 
Phoenicians,  who  came  here  with  the  Tyrian  Hercules, 
and  introduced  the  doctrines  of  Ham  and  the  Amonian 
rites,  together  with  the  Hebrew  customs  f  and  afterwards 
the  emigrants  from  the  Holy  Land,  who  taught  us  the 
rules  instituted  by  Solomon  at  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem ; 
and  finally,  the  propagators  of  the  Christian  doctrine, 
who  brought  with  them  the  principles  of  the  Master's 
Order,  and  taught  the  converted  those  sacred  mysteries 
which  are  typical  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  professional 
of  the  hope  of  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  the  life 
of  regeneration.  Yet  we  fear  few  amons  us  are  equal  to 
the  character  we  have  assumed.  Our  lodges  are  not  now 
appropriated  to  worship  and  religious  ceremonies ;  \^ 
meet  as  a  social  society,  inclined  to  acts  of  benevolence, 
and  suffer  the  more  sacred  offices  to  rest  unperformed. 
Whether  this  neglect  is  to  our  honour,  we  presume  not 

'  A  fall  aooonnt  of  both  may  be  found  in  the  TheoGratio  Philosophy 
of  Freemasonry,  lecture  yii.— Editob. 
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to  detennine,  in  our  present  state  professing  ourselves 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  We  are  totally  severed  from 
architects,  ana  are  become  a  set  of  men  v^orking  in  the 
duties  of  charity,  good  offices,  and  brotherly  love — Chris- 
tians in  religion — sons  of  liberty,  and  loyal  subjects :  we 
have  adopted  rules,  orders,  emblems,  and  sjrmbols,  which 
enjoin  us  to  live  a  life  of  morality ;  we  have  furnished 
our  lodges  with  those  striking  objects  which  should  at 
once  intimate  to  us  the  mightiness  and  wisdom  of  God, 
the  instability  of  the  affairs  of  man,  and  the  various 
vicissitudes  oi  human  life,  and  have  set  before  our  eyes 
preceptors  of  moral  works ;  and  to  strengthen  our  faith, 
we  have  enlightened  our  lodge  with  the  emblem  of  the 
Trinity. 

It  is  well  known  to  us,  that  there  is  scarce  a  state  in 
Europe  in  which  our  fraternity  have  not  formed  a  body." 
The  wisdom  of  the  ancients  would  pass  abroad  into  many 
regions ;  and  those  who  had  assisted  in  the  pious  labours 
at  Jerusalem  would,  like  Pythagoras,  teach  the  sciences 
and  mysteries  which  they  professed,  and  communicate 
the  system  to  which  they  had  been  initiated :  religious 
men  would  retain  the  doctrines  and  mysteries  with  reve- 
rencci  and  with  caution  reveal  them  to  those  they  thought 
worthy  to  receive ;  hence  the  original  knowledge  would 

!)ass  into  many  countries.  But  tlxere  is  no  accounting 
or  this  universality  of  the  society  upon  the  principles  of 
architecture  and  operative  masonry :  the  rage  of  church- 
building  had  not  contaminated  all  Europe  as  it  had 
England;  neither  are  there  any  probable  means  to  be 
deduced  from  architecture  and  the  practice  of  builders, 
why  in  every  tonsue  and  in  every  kingdom  the  ceremo- 
nials of  being  made  a  Mason  should  be  the  same.  If  the 
honour  of  Architecture  was  all  that  was  to  be  regarded 
in  the  society,  various  would  be  the  devices  by  which 
the  members  in  each  nation  would  profess  it.   As  Archi- 

*  A  medal  was  struck,  in  1835,  to  commemorate  the  third  centenary 
of  a  lodge  of  Freemasons  at  Cologne ;  and  a  book  was  published, 
which  records  the  names  of  nineteen  £ur6pean  lodges,  with  tiieir 
Masters,  which,  in  1535,  were  in  fraternal  communication  with  each 
other.  One  of  these  lodges  was  in  London,  over  which  Lord  Carlton 

5 resided ;  and  another  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  snperintendenoe  of 
ohn  Bruce. — Editob. 
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tecture,  aceordmg  to  its  present  ordm,  had  its  progress 
^  from  Egypt  and  Greece,  some  nations  would  have  bor- 
rowed sjonbols  and  ensigns  peculiar  to  those  people ;  or 
we  should  liave  had  in  our  ceremonies,  or  in  our  workings, 
some  devices  which  might  have  distinguished  to  us  the 
beauties,  orders,  ornaments,  proportions,  or  symmetries, 
of  some  or  all  of  the  rules,  modes,  or  orders  of  Architec- 
ture, either  from  the  phdns  of  Shinar,  from  Egypt, 
Jerusalem,  Tadmore,  or  Greece ;  or  have  retained  some 
geometrical  problems,  on  which  the  ffeneral  principles  of 
proportion  in  Architecture  were  grounded  t>r  demonstrated 
but,  instead  of  that,  it  is  well  known  to  us  that  there  is 
nothing  of  that  kind  revealed.  On  the  contrary,  our 
mysteries  are  totally  abstracted  from  the  rules  of  mecha- 
nics ;  they  are  relative  to  religion  and  morality,  and  are 
conducive  to  pious  works;  they  are  imfumished  with 
any  tjrpe,  symbol,  or  character,  but  what  appertains 
to  dembnstrate  the  servants  and  devotees  of  the  great 

There  is  not  an  instance  of  the  European  states  uniting 
in  any  one  enterprise,  save  the  holy  war ;  and  from  thence, 
we  most  rationally  must  conceive,  the  present  number 
of  Masons,  dispersed  over  the  face  of  Europe,  was  prin- 
cipally derived.  The  Amonian  rites  are  almost  totally 
extinguished,  religious  zeal  has  imbrued  the  sword  in 
carnage,  and  Europe  has  groaned  under  persecutions ;  the 
Romans  extirpated  the  Druids,  Christians  have  glutted 
their  cruel  hands  with  slaughter;  bigptry  and  enthu- 
siasm, in  every  age,  have  reigned  in  bloodehed.  By  the 
crusades,  the  number  of  our  society  would  be  greatly 
augmented;  the  occasion  itself  would  revive  the  rules  of 
Masonry,  they  being;  so  well  adapted  to  that  purpose, 
and  also  professional  of  the  Christian  faith,  from  whence 
sprang  the  spirit  of  the  enterprise.  After  these  pursuits 
subsided,  bodies  of  men  would  be  found  in  every  country 
from  whence  the  levies  were  called ;  and  what  woul<if 
pres^e  the  society  in  every  state,  even  during  the  per- 
secutions of  zealots,  the  Master  Mason's  Order,  under  its 

{^resent  principles,  is  adapted  to  every  sect  of  Christians, 
t  originated  from  the  earliest  era  of  Christianity,  in 
honour  to,  or  in  confession  of,  the  religion  and  faith  of 
Christians,  before  the  poison  of  sectaries  was  difiused 
over  the  Church. 
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To  the  luicient  roles,  deduced  from  Solomon,  oiher 
laws,  rules,  and  ordinances  were  added,  during  the  enter-  * 
prises  of  the  crusaders,  for  the  prevention  of  riot,  luxury, 
and  disorder ;  and  for  ^e  maintaining  that  necessary  sub- 
ordination wUch  the  command  of  such  armies  required. 
Many  of  those  rules  we  retain  in  the  conduct  and  govern- 
ment of  our  lodge,  which  can  in  no  wise  be  deduced  from 
any  other  original. 
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A  COROLLARY. 

Wb  will  conclude  these  lectures  with  collecting  into 
one  view  the  propositions  and  maxims  which  have  en- 
gaged our  attention  throughout  the  whole  work ;  there- 
by to  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  mysteries  of  MasonrV}  the 
progression  and  spirit  of  its  institution,  origin,  and  pre- 
sent state. 

We  may  have  seemed  prolix,  and  appear  to  have  filled 
our  arguments  or  representations  with  repetitions ;  but 
where  that  seeming  impropriety  takes  place,  it  vwua 
necessary  to  urge  a  position  which  contended  with  some 
accepted  error,  prepossession,  or  vulgar  prejudice. 

From  the  ancient  rites  and  ceremonies  which  we  have 
laid  before  you,  it  will  be  easy  for  you  to  trace  the 
origins  of  our  own  rites,  and  to  discover  the  foundations 
on  which  our  society  was  erected.  It  is  evident  they 
had  their  progress  in  the  post-diluvian  world  from  Ham. 
We  have  been  under  a  necessity  sometimes  to  use  terms 
of  art,  or  expressions  which  to  others  may  not  carry 
distinct  and  clear  images ;  but  to  the  bretnren  breathe 
an  energy  which  flows  from  the  united  force  of  technical 
terms,  symbols,  and  hieroglyphics.  When  we  speak  of 
Masons  under  the  denomination  of  a  society,  we  mean 
Masons  as  embodied  in  lodges,  according  to  the  present 
manners  in  which  such  lodges  are  held.  Our  antiquity  is 
in  our  principles,  maxims,  language,  learning,  and  reli- 
gion :  those  we  derive  from  Eden,^  from  the  patriarchs, 
and  from  the  sages  of  the  east;  all  which  are  made 

Serfect  under  the  Christian  dispensation.    The  light  and 
octrines  which  we  possess  are  derived  from  the  begin- 
ning of  time,  and  have  descended  through  this  long  suc- 

^    Wisdom  preserred  the  firflt-formed  father  of  the  world,  that 
was  created  alone,  and  brought  him  out  of  his  fadl,  and  gave  him 
power  to  role  all  things."  (Wisd.  x.,  1,  2.)— Editor. 
11 
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eeflsion  of  ages  uncomipted ;  but  our  modes  and  mannfan 
are  deduced  from  the  diflferent  eraft  of  Paradise,  tlie 
buildiQg  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  the  Christiaii 
revelation. 

We  have  explained  to  you,  that  the  structure  of  tlie 
lodge  is  a  pattern  of  the  uniyerse,  and  that  the  first  entry 
of  a  Mason  represents  the  first  worship  of  the  true  God. 
We  haye  retained  the  Egyptian  symbols  of  the  sun  and 
moon,  as  emblems  of  God's  power,  eternity,  omnipre- 
sence, and  beneyolence  ;^  and  thereby  we  signify,  that 
we  are  the  children  of  liffht,  and  that  the  first  foundation 
of  our  profession  is  the  knowledge  and  adoration  of  the 
Almighty,  Meaw^ecrea,  who  scateth  himself  in  the  centre 
of  the  heayens.  We  deriye  from  the  Druids  many  of  the 
Amonian  rites;  and  are  bold  to  say,  that  we  retain  more 
of  the  ceremonials  and  doctrines  of  the  Druids  than  is  to 
be  found  in  the  whole  world  besides  f  and  have  saved 
firom  oblivion  many  of  their  religious  rites,  in  our  initia- 
tion to  the  first  degree  of  Masonry,  which  otherwise 
would  have  slept  in  eternity.  These  we  seem  to  have 
mixed  and  tempered  with  the  principles  of  the  Essenes, 
who  are  a  sect  as  ancient  as  the  departure  of  the  children 
of  Israel  out  of  Egypt.  The  philosophy  of  the  Egyptians, 
and  the  manners,  prmciples,  and  customs  of  the  Heorews, 
were  introduced  to  this  land  by  the  Phosnicians,  and 
make  a  part  of  our  profession,  so  far  as  they  are  adapted 
to  the  worship  of  Nature's  great  Author,  unpollutea  by 
idolatry. 

*  In  fact,  among  all  people,  a  drole  was  the  symbol  of  the  Deitf. 
Thus  Hermes  Trisme^tus,  as  Alan.  Copo  (Maz.Propos.  Tii.)  asserts, 
defined  God  to  be  an  intelligible  sphere,  whose  centre  is  everywhere, 
but  whose  ciromnferenoe  is  indefinable ;  because,  being  eternal,  no 
oompntation  of  time  oan  estimate  his  existenoe.  And  David  said.  Id 
the  same  effect,  Thou  art  the  same,  and  thy  years  will  have  no 
end.V  In  some  comitries  he  was  called  ^*the  circle  of  heaven," 
because  the  expanse  which  he  was  supposed  to  fiU,  is  boundless. — 
Editor. 

'  The  knowledge  of  astronomy,  which  the  Drnids  undoubtedhf 
possessed,  is  a  strong  argument  m  proof,  not  only  of  the  primitiTe 
population  of  this  island  by  the  very  first  descendants  of  the  Noachic 
Ogdoad,  who  were  well  versed  in  this  sublime  science,  but  also  that 
this  knowledge  was  accompanied  by  the  patriarchal  system  of  reli- 
gion ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  these  priests  had  acquired  a 
proficiency  in  the  science,  which  cannot  be  otherwise  accounted  for; 
and  applied  its  principles  to  the  practice  of  Masonry,  as  is  folly 
exemplified  in  the  remains  of  their  sacred  edifices. — £ditok« 
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We  hold  our  grand  festival  on  the  day  of  St.  John, 
which  is  Midsummer-day;^  in  which  we  celebrate  that 
season  when  the  sun  is  in  its  greatest  altitude,  and  in 
the  midst  of  its  prolific  powers:  the  great  type  of  the 
omnipotence  of  the  Deity. 

The  famous  lawyer,  Lord  Coke,  in  his  Treatise  on  Lit- 
tleton's Institutes,  says,  Prudent  antiquity  did,  for  more 
solemnity  and  better  memory  and  observation  of  that 
which  is  to  be  done,  express  substances  under  ceremo- 
nies." 

It  has  been  pointed  out  to  you,  that  the  furnitures  of 
the  lodge  are  emblems  excitive  of  morality  and  good 
government:  prudence  shines  in  the  centre;  or  if  you 
would  apply  this  object  to  more  sacred  principles,  it 
represents  the  blazing  star  which  cc^nducted  the  wise  men 
to  Bethlehem,  and  proclaimed  the  presence  of  the  Son 
of  God.  It  is  here  placed  in  your  view,  that  you  may 
remember  to  work  out  the  works  of  salvation,  which  is 
at  hand :  and  that  you  may  pass  on  in  acts  of  strict  pro- 
priety with  great  alacrity,  the  Tessalata  or  Mosaic-work 
intimates  to  you  the  chequered  diversity  and  uncertainty 
of  human  afl^irs;  that  you  may  not  set  your  hearts  on 
the  things  of  this  world,  but  lay  up  your  treasures  where 
the  rust  cannot  deface  their  polish  and  lustre,  neither  can 
the  moth  despoil  the  garment  for  the  wedding-feast. 

To  protect  and  support  us  under  the  infirmities  of 
Nature,  and  lead  us  to  the  paths  of  propriety,  the  book  of 
true  knowledge  is  in  the  lodge ;  the  Master  circumscribes 
you,  as  with  the  sweep  of  the  compass ;  and  the  square 
is  your  trial,  whereby  you  shall  prove  the  rectitude  and 
uniformity  of  your  manners. 

In  the  next  ^lecture  it  was  demonstrated  to  you,  that, 
to  be  a  worthy  servant  in  the  Temple  of  God,  you  must 
be  clothed  with  innocence,  that  your  service  may  stand 
in  approbation,  and  you  may  be  accepted  in  heaven.  Our 
jewels  are  emblems  of  that  good  working  in  a  moral 
mind  which  adorns  the  life  of  man — ^faith,  charity,  and 
uprightness. 

In  the  succeding  lecture  you  were  led  to  a  discernment 
of  the  second  race  of  the  servants  of  God  under  the 
Mosaic  law,  the  truth  being  stripped  of  the  errors  of 
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idolatry.  This  stage  is  adapted  to  ihe  second  gradation 
of  Masonry. 

We  have  argued  for  the  propriety  of  our  adopting 
geometry  in  this  society,  as  being  a  science  firom  whence 
the  mighty  powers  of  God  are  revealed  and  demonstrated 
to  mankind. 

Aiterwards  the  estate  of  the  worshippers  of  the  Deity 
was  attended  to  under  the  corruptions  of  the  house  of 
Israel,  and  under  the  rottenness  of  the  old  law.  In  this 
assembly  of  Christians,  it  is  nowise  requisite  to  attempt 
an  argument  on  the  necessity  which  there  was  upon 
earth  for  a  Mediator  and  Saviour  for  man ;  in  the  rub- 
bish, superstitions,  ceremonials,  and  filth  of  the  Jewish 
Temple,  the  true  worship  of  God  was  buried  and  con- 
founded, and  innocence  became  only  the  ornaments  of  its 
monument.  Then  it  was  that  the  Divinity,  looking 
down  with  an  eye  of  commiseration  on  the  deplorable 
state  of  man,  in  his  mercv  and  love  sent  us  a  Preceptor 
and  Mediator,  who  should  teach  to  us  the  doctrine  of 
regeneration,  and  raise  us  from  the  sepulchre  of  sin,  to 
which  the  human  race  had  resigned  themselves ;  he  gave 
to  us  the  precepts  of  that  acceptable  service  wherewiUi 
his  Father  should  be  well  pleased ;  he  made  the  sacrifice 
of  expiation,  and,  becoming  the  first  fruits  of  them  that 
slept,  manifested  to  mankind  the  resurrection  of  the  body 
and  the  life  everlasting.  In  the  Master's  order  this  whole 
doctrine  is  symbolized,  and  the  Christian  conduct  is  bj 
tjrpes  presented  to  us. 

We  Masons  have  adopted  three  particular  characteris- 
tics— secrecy,  charity,  and  brotherly  love.  Our  sense  of 
these  three  great  duties  has  been  explained,  and  what 
especial  import  they  are  of  to  Masons,  or  to  men  who 
have  separated  themselves  from  the  rest  of  mankind,  and 
professed  that  they  are  servants  of  Him  who  ruleth  in 
the  midst  of  heaven. 

Lastly,  we  have  attempted  to  examine  into  the  origin 
of  oar  society,  and  in  many  instances,  wandering  with- 
out evidence,  have  been  left  to  probability  in  conjecture 
only.  It  doth  not  now  seem  material  to  us  what  our 
originals  and  predecessors  were,  if  we  occupy  ourselves 
in  the  true  Spirit  of  Masonry;  in  that  divine  ^irit  which 
inspired  the  patriarchs  when  they  erected  altars  unto  the 
Lord ;  if  we  are  true  servants  to  our  king,  faithful  and 
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true  to  our  chartered  liberties,  Cfaristiaiu  in  profession 
and  in  practice,  and  to  each  other»  and  mankind  in  gene-* 
ral,  affectionate  and  upright. 

Whether  Masons  were  originally  builders^  or  religious^ 
it  matters  not  to  us  is  this  a^e :  comparing  these  worlus 
¥dth  the  righteousness  to  which  you  have  been  exhorted, 
the  honour  of  antiquity  would  be  swallowed  up  in  the 
virtues  of  practice,  and  in  the  splendour  of  that  light  of 
acceptation,  which  at  once  proclaims  to  the  world  that 
we  are  servants  of  the  true  God,  who  saves  our  souls 
alive. 

If  our  ceremonies  mean  not  the  matter  which  has  been 
expressed;  if  they  imply  not  the  moral  and  religious 
prmciples  which  we  have*  endeavoured  to  unveil ;  it  may 
be  asked  of  you,  Masons,  what  they  do  imply,  import, 
or  indicate?  $ 

Can  we  presume  so  many  learned  and  noble  personages 
would,  for  many  successive  ages,  have  been  steady 
members  of  this  fraternity,  if  the  mysteries  were  unim* 
portant,  and  the  ceremonies  unintelligible?  It  cannot 
be ;  take  away  their  spirit,  and  they  become  ridiculous. 

Hath  it  been  for  ages  a  maxim  of  foolish  sport,  to 
introduce  men  to  a  silly  snare,  in  which  the  guide,  having 
been  entrapped  into  ridicule,  longs  to  laugh  at  another 
for  revenge?  It  is  too  ridiculous  to  be  presumed* 
Besides,  il'  it  was  only  so,  the  snare  might  be  formed 
and  ornamented  with  simple  things,  and  there  was  no 
need  to  introduce  sacred  matters  into  the  device.  This 
renders  the  conjecture  sO  absurd,  that  it  will  bear  no 
further  animadversion. 

We  Masons  profess  that  we  are  pilgrims  in  progression 
from  the  east.  The  Almighty  planted  a  garden  in  the 
east,  wherein  he  placed  the  perfection  of  human  nature, 
the  first  man  full  of  innocence  and  divine  knowledge, 
and  full  of  honour,  even  bearing  the  image  of  God. 

Learning  had  its  first  progression  from  the  east  after 
the  Flood ;  the  Egyptians  were  the  first  who  represented 
the  zodiac,  and  the  first  who  demonstrated  the  wisdom 
of  the  great  Architect  of  the  World  in  the  revolutions 
of  the  Heavens;  they  were  the  first  ]|[>rojectors  of  the 
science  of  Geometry. 
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In  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  our  Saviour  and  llie 
Christian  revelation,  it  proceeded  from  the  east.  The 
star  which  proclaimed  the  birth  of  the  Son  of  Gtod, 
appeared  in  the  east.  The  east  was  an  expression  used 
by  the  prophets  to  denote  the  Redeemer.  From  thence 
it  may  well  be  conceived  that  we  should  profess,  our 
progress  to  be  from  thence;  if  we  profess  by  being 
Masons,  that  we  are  a  society  of  the  servants  of  that 
Divinity,  whose  abode  is  with  the  Father  co-etemal,  in 
the  centre  of  the  Heavens.  But  if  we  profess  no  such 
matter,  then  why  should  not  we  have  alleged  our  progren 
to  have  been  from  the  north,  and  the  regions  of  chaos 
and  darkness? 

But  we  will,  my  brethren,  forbear  all  further  argument, 
and  close  the  labours  of  the  year  with  a  sincere  exhorta- 
tion, that  you  will  continue  to  act  in  this  society  as 
upright  and  religious  men :  that  you  will  exert  yourselves 
in  the  promotion  of  its  honour ;  and  let  the  wicked  and 
ignorant  revile  ever  so  maliciously,  be  strenuous  in  your 
duties,  as  Masons  and  as  Brethren:  exercise  your  benevo- 
lence with  openness  of  heart,  and  your  charity  with 
cordiality,  and  not  as  hjrpocrites :  with  attention  endea- 
vour to  arrive  at  the  utmost  knowledge  of  your  profession, 
the  end  of  which,  we  boldly  proclaim  to  you,  is  to  woii 
out  the  woriLS  of  righteousness. 
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A  OHABGE  rOE  THE  FBSTIVAI*  OF  ST.  JOHN. 

Bbbthben» — ^Being  this  day,  by  your  choice,  exalted 
into  the  chair,  it  is  the  fervent  wish  of  my  heart  to 
render  myself  as  little  undeserving  as  possible  of  the 
distinguisned  honour:  many  important  duties  has  a 


one:  I  do  not,  hov^ever,  presume  upon  any  superior 
abilities  to  dictate  to  my  brethren ;  yet  I  think  it  incum- 
bent upon  me,  v^hilst  I  have  the  honour  to  sit  in  this 
chair,  on  this  and  all  other  occasional  festivities,  and 
indeed  my  office  requires  it  of  me,  to  exhort  you  to  con- 
sider the  nature  of  our  iqstitution,  and  to  remind  you  of 
the  duties  it  prescribes.  These  duties  are  very  various 
and  important,  and  have  this  day,  I  doubt  not,  been 
expatiated  upon  in  many  places  by  reverend  brethren  in 
the  solemn  Temple. 

Our  Order  instructs  us  in  our  duty  to  the  great  Artifi- 
cer of  the  Universe ;  directs  us  to  behave  as  becomes 
to  creatures  their  Creator;  to  be  satisfied  with  his  dis- 
pensations, and  always  to  rely  upon  Him,  whose  wisdom 
cannot  mistake  our  happiness,  whose  goodness  cannot 
contradict  it. 

It  directs  us  to  be  peaceable  subjects,  to  give  no  um- 
brage to  the  civil  powers,  and  never  to  be  concerned  in 
plots  and  conspiracies  against  the  well  being  of  the 
nation ;  and  as  political  matters  have  sown  the  seeds  of 
discord  among  tne  nearest  relations  and  most  intimate 
firiends,  we  are  wisely  enjoined,  in  our  assemblies,  never 
to  speak  of  them. 

It  instructs  us  in  our  duty  to  our  neighbour ;  teaehes 
us  not  to  injuiB  him  in  any  of  his  'connections,  and,  in  all 


Master  of  a  lodge  to  perform. 
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our  dealings  with  him,  to  act  with  justice  and  impar- 
tiality. It  discourages  defamation;  it  bids  ns  not  to 
circulate  any -whisper  of  infamy,  improve  any  hint  of 
suspicion,  or  publish  any  failure  of  conduct.  It  orders 
us  to  be  faithful  to  our  trusts ;  not  to  deceive  him  who 
relies  upon  us ;  to  be  above  the  meanness  of  dissimula- 
tion ;  to  let  the  words  of  our  mouths  express  the  thoughts 
of  our  hearts ;  and  whatsoever  we  promise  religiously  to 
perform. 

It  teaches  inviolable  secrecy ;  bids  us  never  to  discover 
our  mystic  rites  to  the  unenlightened,  nor  betray  the 
confidence  a  brother  has  placed  in  tis.  It  warms  our 
hearts  with  true  philanthropy,  which  directs  us  never  to 
permit  a  wretched  fellow-creature  to  pass  unnoticed.  It 
makes  us  stifle  enmity,  wrath,  and  dissention ;  and  nour- 
ishes love,  peace,  friendship,  and  every  social  virtue.  It 
tells  us  to  seek  our  happiness  in  the  happiness  we  bestow, 
and  to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves. 

It  informs  us  that  we  are  children  of  one  Father;  that 
man  is  an  infirm,  short-lived  creature,  who  passes  away 
like  a  shadow ;  that  he  is  hastening  to  that  place  where 
human  titles  and  distinctions  are  not  considered ;  where 
the  trappings  of  pride  will  be  taken  away,  and  virtue 
alone  have  the  pre-eminence ;  and,  thus  instructed,  we 
profess  that  merit  is  the  only  proper  distinction.  We  are 
not  to  vaunt  ourselves  upon  our  riches  or  our  honours, 
but  to  clothe  ourselves  with  humili^ ;  to  condescend  to 
men  of  low  estate ;  to  be  friends  of  merit,  in  whatever 
rank  we  find  it.  We  are  connected  with  men  of  the 
most  indigent  circumstances,  and,  in  the  lodge  (though 
our  Order  deprives  no  man  of  the  honour  due  to  his  d^- 
nity  or  character),  we  rank  as  brethren  on  a  level;  ai^ 
out  of  a  lodge,  we  consider  the  most  abject  wretch  as 
belonging  to  the  great  fraternity  of  mankind ;  and,  there- 
fore, when  it  is  in  our  power,  it  is  our  duty  to  support 
the  distressed  wd  patronise  the  neglected. 

It  directs  us  to  divest  ourselves  of  confined  and  biffoted 
notions,  and  teaches  us  that  humanity  is  the  soul  of  reli- 

S'on.  We  never  suffer  any  religious  disputes  in  our 
dges;  and,  as  Masons,  w,e  only  pursue  the  univerBal 
reliffion,  the  religion  of  Nature.  Worshippers  of  the 
God  of  Mercy,  we  believe  that,  m  every  nation,  he  that 
fears  Him  ana  works  righteousness  is  accepted  of  Him. 
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All  Masons,  therefore,  whether  Christians,  Jews,  or 
Mahomedans,  who  violate  not  the  rule  of  right,  written 


fear  Him  andf  work  righteousness,  we  are  to  acknowledge 
as  brethren ;  and,  though  we  take  different  roads,  we  are 
not  to  be  angry  with  or  persecute  each  other  on  that 
account.  We  mean  to  travel  to  the  same  place;  we 
know  that  the  end  of  our  journey  is  the  same ;  and  we 
all  affectionately  hope  to  meet  in  the  lodge  of  perfect 
happiness.  How  lovely  is  an  institution  fraug;ht  with 
sentiments  like  these! — How  agreeable  must  it  be  to 
Him  who  is  seated  on  a  throne  of  everlasting'  mercy ! — 
to  that  God  who  is  no  respecter  of  persons ! 

It  instructs  us,  likewise,  in  our  duty  to  ourselves.  It 
teaches  us  to  set  bounds  to  our  desires;  to  curb  our  sen- 
sual appetites ;  to  walk  uprightly. 

Our  Order  excludes  women ;  not  that  it  refuses  to  pay 
a  proper  fegard  to  the  \oYe\y  part  of  the  creation,  or  that 
it  imagines  they  would  not  implicitly  obey  the  strictest 
laws  of  secrecy ;  but  we  know,  if  they  were  admitted  to 
our  assemblies,  that  our  bosoms  must  often  be  inflamed 
by  love ;  that  jealousy  would  sometimes  be  the  conse- 
quence ;  that  then  we  should  be  no  longer  kind  brethren 
but  detestable  rivals ;  and  that  our  harmonious  institu- 
tion would  by  that  means  be  weakened,  if  not  subverted. 
But,  though  our  Order  excludes  women,  it  does  not  forbid 
our  enjoying  the  pleasures  of  love ;  yet  it  bids  us  enjoy 
them  in  such  a  manner  as  the  laws  of  conscience,  society, 
and  temperance  permit.  It  commands  us,  for  momentary 
gratification,  not  to  destroy  the  peace  of  families;  not 
to  take  away  the  happiness  (a  happiness  with  which 
grandeur  and  riches  are  not  to  be  compared)  which  those 
experience  whose  hearts  are  united  by  love — ^not  to  pro- 
fane the  first  and  most  holy  institution  of  Nature. 

To  enjoy  the  blessings  sent  by  Divine  beneficence,  it 
tells  us,  is  virtue  and  obedience ;  but  it  bids  us  to  avoid 
the  allurements  of  intemperance,  whose  short  hours  of 
jollity  are  followed  by  temous  paiu  and  reflection ;  whose 
joys  turn  to  madness,  and  lead  to  diseases,  and  to  death, 
ouch  are  the  duties  which  our  Order  teaches  us;  and 
Masonry,  the  heavenly  genius,  seems  now  thus  to  address 
us: — 

*'The  order  I  have  established  in  every  part  of  it| 


tables  of  the  heart,  who  do 
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shows  consommate  wisdom,  founded  on  moral  aiid  social 
virtue;  it  is  supported  hy  strength,  and  adorned  by 
beauty;  for  everything  is  found  in  it  that  can  make 
society  agreeable.  In  the  most  striking  manner,  I  teach 
you  to  act  with  propriety  in  every  station  of  life ;  the 
tools  and  implements  of  architecture,  and  every  thing 
about  you,  I  have  contrived  to  be  most  expressive  sym- 
bols to  convey  to  you  the  strongest  moral  truths.  Let 
your  improvement  be  proportionable  to  your  instructions. 
Be  not  content  with  the  name  only  of  Freemason ;  in- 
vested with  my  ancient  and  honourable  badge,  be  Masons 
indeed.  Think  not  that  it. consists  only  in  meeting,  and 
going  through  the  ceremonies  which  I  have  appointed; 
these  ceremonies,  in  such  an  order  as  mine,  are  necessary, 
but  they  are  the  most  immaterial  part  of  it,  and  there 
are  weightier  matters  which  you  must  not  omit.  To  be 
Masons  indeed,  is  to  put  in  practice  the  lessons  of  wisdom 
and  morality. 

"  With  reverential  gratitude,  therefore,  cheerfully  wor- 
ship the  Eternal  Providence ;  bow  down  yourselves  in 
filial  and  submissive  obedience  to  the  unerring  direction 
of  the  Mighty  Builder;  work  by  his  perfect  plans,  and 
your  edifices  shall  be  beautiful  and  everlasting. 

"I  command  you  to  love  your  neighbour;  stretch 
forth  the  hand  ol'  relief  to  him,  iH  he  be  in  necessity ;  if 
he  be  in  danger,  run  to  his  assistance ;  tell  him  the  truth, 
if  he  be  deceived ;  if  he  be  unjustly  reproached  and  neg- 
lected, comfort  his  soul,  and  soothe  it  to  tranquillity.  You 
cannot  show  your  gratitude  to  your  Creator  in  a  more 
amiable  light  than  in  your  mutual  regard  for  each  other. 

"Pride  not  yourselve*  upon  your  birth  (it  is  of  no  con- 
sequence of  what  parents  any  man  is  bom,  provided  he 
be  a  man  of  merit) ;  or  your  honours  (they  are  the  objects 
of  envy  and  intemperance,  and  must,  ere  long,  be  laid  in 
the  dust) ;  or  your  riches  (they  cannot  gratily  the  wants 
they  create) ;  but  be  meek  and  lowly  of  heart.  I  reduce 
all  conditions  to  a  pleasing  and  rational  equality :  pride 
was  not  made  for  man ;  and  he  that  humbles  himself 
shall  he  exalted. 

"I  am  not  gloomy  and  austere;  I  am  a  preacher  of 
morality,  but  not  cruel  and  severe ;  for  I  strive  to  render 
it  lovely  to  ^ou  by  the  charm  of  pleasures  which  leave 
no  sting  behind ;  by  moral  music,  rational  joy,  and  harm- 
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less  gaiety.  I  bid  you  not  to  abstam  from  the  pleasnres 
of  society,  or  the  innocent  enjoyments  of  love  and  wine : 
to  abstain  from  them  is  to  frustrate  the  intentions  of 
Providence.  I  enjoin  you  not  to  consecrate  your  hours 
to  solitude :  society  is  the  true  sphere  of  human  virtue : 
and  no  life  can  be  pleasing  to  Ood  but  what  is  useful  to 
man.  On  this  festival,  in  which  well  pleased,  my  sons, 
I  see  you  assemble  to  honour  me,  be  happy;  let  no  pen- 
sive looks  profane  the  general  ioy,  let  sorrow  cease,  let 
none  be  wretched;  and  let  pleasure  and  her  bosom 
friends  attend  the  social  board.  Pleasure  is  a  stranger  to 
every  malignant  and  unsocial  passion ;  is  formed  to  ex- 
pand, to  exhilarate,  and  to  humanise  the  heart.  But 
pleasure  is  not  to  be  met  with  at  the  table  of  turbulent 
festivity:  at  such  meetings  there  is  often  the  vocifera- 
tion of  merriment,  but  very  seldom  the  tranquillity  of 
cheerfulness ;  the  company  inflame  their  imaginations  to 
a  kind  of  momentary  jollity  by  the  help  of  wine  and 
riot ;  and  consider  it  as  the  first  business  of  the  night  to 
stupify  recollection,  and  lay  that  reason  asleep  which 
disturbs  their  gaiety,  and  calls  upon  them  to  retreat  from 
ruin.  True  pleasure  disclaims  all  connection  with  inde- 
cency and  excess,  and  declines  the  society  of  riot-roaring 
in  the  jollity  of  heart.  A  sense  of  the  dignity  of  human 
nature  always  accompanies  it,  and  it  admits  not  of  any 
thing  that  is  degrading.  Temperance  and  cheerfulness 
are  its  constant  attendants  at  the  social  board ;  but  the 
too  lively  sallies  of  the  latter  are  always  restrained  by 
the  moderation  of  the  former.  And  yet,  my  sons,  to 
what  do  these  restraints  of  Masonry,  and  the  instruction 
I  give  you  with  respect  to  pleasure,  amount?  They  may 
all  be  comprised  in  a  few  words,  not  to  hurt  yourselves, 
and  not  to  hurt  others,  by  a  wrong  pursuit  of  pleasure. 
Within  these  bounds  pleasure  is  lawful ;  beyond  them  it 
is  criminal,  because  it  is  xuinous.  Are  these  restraints 
any  other  than  what  a  Mason  would  choose  to  impose 
on  himself?  I  call  you  not  to  renounce  pleasure,  but  to 
enjoy  it  with  safety.  Instead  of  abridging  it,  I  exhort 
you  to  pursue  it  on  an  extensive  plan.  I  propose  mea- 
sures for  securing  its  possession,  and  for  prolonging  its 
duration. 

"On  this  festival,  I  say.  Be  happy!  But,  remember 
BOW,  and  always  remember,  you  are  Masons  ;  and  act  in 
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sach  a  manner^  that  the  eyes  of  the  censorious  may  ne 
nothing  in  your  conduct  worthy  of  reproof,  and  that  the 
tongue  of  the  slanderer  may  nave  nothing  to  censure, 
but  be  put  to  silence.  Be  models  of  virtue  to  mankind, 
(examples  profit  more  than  precepts),  lead  uncorrupt 
Uves,  do  the  thing  which  is  right,  and  speak  the  truth 
from  your  heart;  for  truth  is  always  consistent  with 
itself,  and  needs  nothing  to  help  it  out.  It  is  always 
near  at  hand,  and  sits  upon  our  lips,  and  is  ready  to  drop 
out  before  you  are  aware :  whereas  a  lie  is  troublesome, 
and  sets  a  man's  invention  upon  the  rack;  and  one  false- 
hood needs  a  great  many  more  to  suppo^  it.  Slander 
not  your  neighbour,  nor  do  him  any  other  evil ;  but  let 
your  good  actions  convince  the  world  of  the  wisdom 
and  advantages  of  my  institution.  Oh,  my  sons !  the 
unworthiness  of  some  of  those  who  have  been  initiated 
into  my  Order,  but  who  have  not  made  themselves 
acquainted  with  me,  and  who,  because  I  am  a  friend  to 
rational  gaiety,  have  ignorantly  thought  excesses  might 
be  indulged  in,  have  been  disgraceful  to  themselves,  and 
have  discredited  me. 

'*  I  therefore  warn  you  to  be  particularly  cautious  not 
to  initiate  any  but  such  as  are  worthy ;  be  well  assured 
that  their  conduct  is  regulated  by  virtue,  and  their 
bosoms  inflamed  with  the  love  of  knowledge.  All  are 
not  proper  to  be  initiated  into  Masonry,  whose  influence 
ought  to  be  universal,  but  whose  privileges  should  not 
be  made  too  common ;  and  you  are  well  convinced  that 
there  are  some  amongst  us  who  take  the  shadow  for  the 
substance,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  ceremonies,  but 
catch  not  the  spirit  of  the  profession. 

"  At  the  initiation  of  a  candidate,  you  ought  to  explain 
to  him  the  nature  and  advantages  of  the  Order,  that  his 
mind  may  be  early  and  agreeably  impressed  with  its 
great  importance.  With  the  different  lectures  it  is  your 
duty  to  be  well  acquainted,  and  you  should  constantly 
endeavour  to  display  the  beauties,  and  to  illustrate  the 
difficult  parts  of  them  in  the  most  agreeable  manner. 
Then  will  the  man  of  genius  and  liberal  education  asso- 
ciate with  you,  and  contribute  to  your  mutual  pleasure 
and  improvement. 

Ye  are  connected,  my  dons,  by  sacred  ties ;  I  warn 
you  never  to  weaken,  never  to  be  forgetful  of  them.  I 
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have  only  to  add,  that  I  wish  you  happy.  Virtue,  my 
sons,  confers  peace  of  mind  here,  and  happiness  in  the 
regions  of  immortality." 

B. 

AN  ADDRESS  FOR  A  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTION. 

Charity,  in  the  works  of  moralists,  is  defined  to  be 
the  love  of  our  Brethren,  or  a  kind  of  brotherly  afiection, 
by  which  we  are  to  understand  that  generous  principle 
01  the  soul,  which  respects  the  human  species  as  one 
family,  created  by  an  All-wise  Being,  and  placed  on  this 
globe  for  the  mutual  assistance  of  each  other ;  it  must 
be  unfeigned,  constant,  and  out  of  no  other  design  than 
their  happiness;  this  is  the  attractive  principle,  or  power, 
that  draws  men  together  and  unites  them  in  bodies 

Solitic,  families,  societies,  and  the  various  orders  and 
enoroinations  among  men.  Such  are  the  general  senti- 
ments entertained  of  this  virtue,  and  what  the  moralists 
define  it  to  be  at  this  day. 

But  as  most  of  these  are  partial,  contracted,  or  confined 
to  a  particular  country,  religion,  or  opinion ;  our  Order, 
on  the  contrary,  is  calculated  to  unite  mankind  as  one 
family :  every  individual  of  which  is  cemented  with  the 
rest,  and  has  a  just  claim  to  friendship  and  regard. 

You  are  taught  that .  the  Divine  Artificer  has  thus 
cemented  you,  for  the  preservation  of  harmony,  in  that 
system  of  things  which  nis  unerring  wisdom  has  thought 
fit  to^  establish:  that  it  is  not  your  own  immediate 
endeavours  to  which  you  are  indebted  for  what  you 
enjoy ;  the  diligence  by  which  you  have  acquired,  or  the 
genius  by  which  you  have  commanded  the  goods  of  for- 
tune, were  given  to  you  by  the  Supreme  Benevolence ; 
and  given  not  as  emoluments  to  yourselves  only,  or  only 
to  be  employed  for  your  own  advantage ;  that  he  is  the 
common  Father  of  all ;  that  he  regards  the  whole  species  « 
as  his  children,  nor  excludes  the  meanest  from  his  paternal 
care ;  and  that  his  mercies  (however  partially  they  may 
seem  to  be  bestowed)  are  not  given  for  the  advantage  of 
a  few,  but  of  the  whole;  if  he,  therefore,  have  dealt 
more  favourably  with  you  than  with  thousands  Ground 
you,  equally  the  works  of  his  hands,  and  who  have  the 
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•ame  cUum  to  .  his  benefieeace,  lock  upon  yonndyes  at 
the  hai^y  agents  employed  by  him  wr  distributing  hit 
goodness  to  others;  show,  by  your  love  to  man,  your 
gratitade  to  Ood ;  be  truly  thankful,  and  obey  his  pre- 
cepts. '*Te  are  only  the  stewards  of  his  unlimited 
bounty,"  and  are,  therefore,  to  look  upon  every  homsn 
creature,  whatever  has  the  character  of  a  man,  and 
wears  the  same  image  of  God  that  you  do,*^  as  truly 
your  brethren,  and  having  a  just  claim  to  your  kindness. 

The  objects  of  true  charity,  among  Masons,  are  merit 
and  virtue  in  distress;  persons  who  are  incapable  of 
extricating  themselves  from  misfortunes  in  the  journey 
through  life ;  industrious  men,  from  inevitable  accidents 
and  acts  of  Providence,  fallen  into  ruin ;  widows  left 
survivors  of  their  husbands,  by  whose  labours  they  sub- 
sisted ;  orphans,  in  tender  years,  lefl  naked  to  the  world ; 
and  the  aged,  whose  spirits  are  exhausted,  whose  arms 
are  unbraced  by  time,  and  thereby  rendered  unable  to 
procure  for  themselves  that  sustenance  they  could  accom* 
plish  in  their  youthful  days. 

For  which  purpose,  the  feelings  of  the  heart  ought  to 
direct  the  hand  of  charity,  which  requires  us  to  be 
divested  of  every  idea  of  superiority,  and  to  estimate 
ourselves  as  being  of  the  same  rank  and  race  of  men. 
In  this  disposition  of  mind  we  may  be  susceptible  of 
those  sentiments  which  charity  delighteth  in ;  and  feel 
the  woes  and  miseries  of  others  with  a  genuine  and  tme 
sympathy  of  soul :  in  sincerity  and  truth,  and  without 
dissimulation  or  hypocrisy,  we  should  be  always  ready 
to  commiserate  distress ;  our  hand  ever  ready  to  relieve 
it,  and  bind  up  the  hearts  which  sorrow  has  broken :  and 
thus  experience  the  exalted  happiness  of  communicating 
happiness  to  others. 

Whilst,  free  from  care,  we  are  enjoying  the  blessings 
of  Providence,  we  should  not  forget  to  raise  the  drooping 
spirits,  and  exhilarate  the  desponding  hearts  of  our 
indigent  brethren ;  and  whilst  .we  know  one  worthy 
brother  deprived  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  we  ought  not 
to  revel  in  its  superfluities. 

The  wry  key-stone,  as  it  were,  of  our  mystical  fabric 
is  Charity^  Let  us  cherish  this  amiable  virtue,  let  us 
consider  it  as  the  vital  principle  of  the  society,  the  coo- 
stant  rule  of  our  actions,  and  the  just  square  by  whidi 
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we  regulate  our  dealings  teith  all  mankind.  And  though 
pity  may  plead,  in  more  tender  and  eloquent  terms, 
for  the  digresses  of  a  brother,  yet  let  us  be  ready  to 
extend  the  hand  of  relief,  as  far  as  our  circumstances 
will  admit,  to  misfortunes  of  every  kind,  wherever  they 
meet  us. 

But  money  is  not  the  only  thing  the  unfortunate  stand 
in  need  of;  compassion  points  out  many  resources,  to 
those  who  are  not  rich,  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent ; 
such  as  consolation,  advice,  protection,  &c.  The  dis- 
tressed often  stand  in  need  onlv  of  a  tongue  to  make 
known  their  complaints :  they  onen  want  no  more  than 
9  word  which  they  cannot  speak,  a  reason  they  are 
ashamed  to  give,  or  entrance  at  the  door  of  a  great  man, 
which  they  cannot  obtain. 

Therefore,  whilst  you  are  in  plenty,  regaling  and 
enjojring  the  blessings  sent  you  by  a  beneficent  Parent 
of  the  universe,  you  will  not  be  deaf  to  the  pathetic 
voice  of  compassion,  or  divest  yourselves  of  benevolent 
thoughts  and  social  affections;  you  will  not  shut  out 
firom  your  minds  the  calamities  of  distressed  brethren,  to 
whom  a  morsel  of  bread  is  wanting;  nor  forget  your 
obli^tions  as  men,  your  obligations  as  Masons,  to  relieve 
them.  ^ 

When  you  have  afforded  the  children  of  misfortune 
such  consolation  as  prudence  directs,  you  will  enjoy  the 
pleasures  presented  to  you  with  greater  relish ;  I  Baj  as 
prudence  oirects ;  for  you  are  not  under  such  obligations 
to  liberality  that  nothing  will  >excuBe  you  from  it: 
Masonry  teaches  fon  that  charity  must  be  preceded  by 
justice ;  and  unless  a  distressed  brother's  calamities  call 
for  instant  assistance,  when  humanity  prompts  you  to 
bestow  bounties,  or  when  others  call  upon  you  so  to  do, 
you  must  not  be  unmindful  of  those  whom  Nature  has 
more  immediately  connected  to  you. 

If  you  cannot  bestow  alms  on  the  necessitous,  vou 
may  recommend  them  to  those  who  can;  you  may  arojf 
a  tear  over  their  misfortunes,  and  in  something  or  other 
be  serviceable  to  them,  and  in  whatever  way  you  can, 
contribute  your  mite.  Charity  with  pleasure  will  accept 
of  it;  she  will  consider  the  principles  by  which  you 
were  influenced,  and  if  these  were  proper,  she  virill  tell 
you  you  have  done  your  duty,  that  you  h  ve  her  applause, 
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and  that,  in  due  time,  you  will  plenteonsly  gather  Hie 
happy  fruits  of  your  braevolence. 

The  man  who  loves  his  fellow-creatures,  who  sympa- 
thises in  their  miseries,  and  who  anxiously  wishes  it  wm 
in  his  power  to  relieve  them,  though  his  circumstances 
allow  him  to  give  no  pecuniary  assistance,  is  very  chari- 
table: for  gifts  and  alms  are  the  expressions,  not  the 
essence  of  this  virtue.  A  man  m&y  bestow  great  sums 
on  the  poor  and  indigent  without  being  charitable ;  aod 
may  be  charitable  when  he  is  not  able  to  bestow  any 
thing.  Charity,  therefore,  is  a  habit  of  good-will  or 
benevolence  in  the  soul,  which  disposes  us  to  the  love, 
assistance,  and  relief  of  mankind,  especially  of  those 
who  stand  in  need  of  it. 

By  inspiring  gladness  into  a  heart  oppressed  widi 
want,  you  receive  the  most  rapturous,  the  most  durable 
pleasure,  of  which  the  heart  is  capable;  and  so  far  as 
you  are  thoroughly  sensible  of  the  satisfisM^tion  which 
arises  from  doin^  good,  and  that  the  best  way  of  enlarg- 
ing human  happiness  is  by  conmiunicating  it  to  others, 
so  truly  are  vou  Masons ;  and  as  such  you  will  always 
have  a  tear  of  tenderness  ready  to  shed  over  the  unfortu- 
mate,  and  be  ever  ready  to  do  them  kind  offices;  yoor 
hands  will  never  be  shut  when  benevolence  commands 
them  to  be  opened ;  and  when  a  collection  is  to  be  made 
for  charitable  purposes,  you  will  cheerfully  throw  in 
your  mite  to  increase  it. 

Whatever  collection  is  now  made,  you  may  be  assured 
will  be  religiously  appropriated  for  the  purposes  for 
which  you  design  it ;  mdustrious,  but  unfortunate  breth- 
ren, and  not  the  idle  and  dissolute,  will  be  partakers 
of  it ;  some  part  of  it  will  go  to  the  dwellings  of  poverty 
and  disease,  there  to  procure  bread  for  the  hungry,  md 
meidicines  for  the  sick ;  and  some  part  of  it  will  rejoice 
the  hearts  of  the  aged. 

C. 

AN  ADDBB8S  TO  ▲  BODY  OF  FRBB  AND  AOCBPTBD  MASONS. 

The  chief  pleasures  of  society,  viz.,  good  conversation, 
and  the  consequent  improvements,  are  rightlv  presumed, 
brethren,  to  be  the  principal  motive  of  our  first  entering 
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into,  and  then  of  prcmagating  our  Craft;  wherein  those 
advantages,  I  am  bold  to  say,  may  be  better  met  with 
than  in  any  society  now  in  being;  provided  we  are  not 
wanting  to  ourselves,  and  will  but  consider,  that  the 
basis  of  our  Order  is  indissoluble  iriendship,  and  the 
cement  of  it,  unanimity  and  brotherly  love. 

That  these  may  always  subsist  in  this  society  is  the 
sincere  desire  of  every  worthy  brother;  and  tliat  they 
msY  do  BO  in  full  penection  here,  give  me  leave  to  lay 
bemre  you  a  few  observations,  wherein  are  pointed  out 
those  things  which  are  the  most  likely  to  discompose  the 
harmony  of  conversation,  especially  when  it  turns  upon 
controverted  points*  It  is,  brethren,  a  very  delicate 
thing  to  interest  one's  self  in  a^ dispute,  and  yet  preserve 
the  decorum  due  to  the  occasion.  To  assist  us  a  little 
in  this  matter  is  the  subject  of  what  I  have  at  present  to 
offer  to  your  consideration;  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  bare 
mention  of  what  may  be  disagreeable  in  any  kind  of 
debate,  will  be  heedfullv  avoided  by  a  body  of  men 
united  by  the  bonds  of  brotherhood,  and  under  the 
strictest  ties  of  mutual  love  and  forbearance. 

By  the  outward  demeanour  it  is  that  the  inward  civility 
of  the  mind  i»  generally  expressed;  the  manner  and  cir- 
cumstances of  which,  being  much  governed  and  influenced 
by  the  fashion  and  usage  of  the  place  where  we  live, 
must,  in  the  rule  and  practice  of  it,  be  learned  by  obser- 
vation, and  the  carriage  of  those  who  are  allowed  to  be 
polite  and  well-bred.  But  the  more  essential  part  of 
civility  lies  deeper  than  the  outside,  and  is  that  general 
good-will,  that  decent  regard,  and  personal  esteem,  for 
eveiy  man,  which  makes  us  cautious  of  showing  in  our 
carriage  towards  him,  any  contempt,  disrespect  or  neglect. 
It  is  a  disposition  that  makes  us  ready  on  all  occasions 
to  express,  according  to  the  usual  way  and  fashion  of 
address,  a  respect,  a  value,  and  esteem  for  Mm,  suitable 
to  his  rank,  quality,  and  condition  in  life.  It  is,  in  a 
word,  a  disposition  of  the  mind  visible  in  the  carriage, 
whereby  a  man  endeavours  to  shun  making  another  uneasy 
in  his  company. 

For  the  oetter  avoiding  of  which,  in  these  our  conven- 
tions, suffer  me,  brethren,  to  point  out  to  you  four 
tfaings,  directly  contrary  to  this  the  most  proper  and  most 
acceptable  conveyance  of  the  social  virtues ;  from  some 
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one  of  wbicli  incivilitj  will  generaUy  be  found  to  lum 
its  rise;  and,  of  conaequenoe,  that  discord  and  want  of 
hannony  in  conversation  are  too  frequently  to  be  observed. 

The  first  of  lliese  is  a  natorsl  roughness,  whidi  makes 
a  man  unpleasant  to  others;  so  that  he  retains  no  defe* 
rence,  nor  has  any  regard  to  the  inclinations,  temper,  or 
condition  g(  those  he  converses  with.  It  is  the  certain 
mark  of  a  clown^  not  to  mind  what  either  pleases  or 
offends  those  he  is  engaged  with.  And  yet,  one  may 
sometimes  meet  veith  a  man,  in  clean  and  fashioDabk 
clothes,  giving  an  absolute,  unbounded  swing  to  his  own 
hwmour  herein,  and  suffering  it  to  jostle  or  overbear  every 
thing  thai  stands  in  its  way,  with  a  perfect  indiffimnoe 
bow  pec^le  have  reason  to  take  it.  This  is  a  brutality 
every  one  sees  and  abhors.  It  is  what  no  one  can 
approve,  or  be  easy  with ;  and,  therefore,  it  finds  no 
place  with  those  who  have  any  tincture  of  good-breed- 
.  mg ;  the  end  and  design  of  which  is  to  supple  our  natural 
stubess,  and  to  soften  men's  tempers,  that  they  may 
bei^d  and  accommodate  themselves  to  those  with  whom 
they  have  to  do. 

Contempt  is  the  second  thing  inc<msistent  with  good- 
breeding,  and  is  entirely  averse  to  it.  And  if  this  want 
of  respect  1>e  discovered,  either  in  a  man's  looks,  words, 
or  gestures,  come  it  from  whom  it  will,  it  always  brings 
uneasiness  and  pain  along  with  it ;  for  nobody  can  con- 
tentedly bear  to  be  slighted. 

A  third  thing  of  the  like  nature  is  censoriousness,  or  a 
diq)osition  to  find  fault  with  others.  Men,  whateva 
they  are  guiltv  of,  would  not  choose  to  have  their 
blemishes  displayed  and  set  in  <^n  view.  Failingi 
always  carry  some  degree  of  shame  with  them;  and  the 
discovery,  or  even  imputation  of  any  defect,  is  not  borne 
by  them  without  uneasiness. 

Raillery  must  be  confessed  to  be  the  moat  refined 
way  of  exposing  the  faults  of  others;  and,  because  it  b 
commonly  done  with  some  wit,  in  good  lai^age,  and 
entertains  the  company,  pec^le  are  apt  to  be  led  into  a 
mistake,  that  where  it  keeps  within  iair  bounds,  ihere  is 
no  incivility  in  it.  The  pleasantry  of  this  sort  of  oonvei^ 
sation  introduces  it  ofiben,  therefore,  amonff  people  of  the 
better  sort;  and  such  talkers,  it  must  be  owned,  are 
well  heard,  and  generally  applauded  by  the  laughter  of 
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the  standen  by:  but  it  ought  at  the  same  time  to  be 
considered,  that  the  entertainment  of  the  company  is  at 
the  cost  of  the  person  made  the  object  of  ridicule;  who, 
therefore,  cannot  be  without  some  uneasiness  on  the 
occasion,  unless  the  subject  on  whidh  he  is  rallied  be 
matter  of  commendation;  in  which  case,  the  pleasant 
images  which  make  the  raillery  carry  with  them  praise 
as  well  as  sport;  and  the  rallied  person,  finding  his 
account  in  it,  may  also  take  part  in  the  diversion. 

But  in  regard  to  the  rignt  management  of  so  nice 
a  point,  wherein  the  least  slip  may  spoil  all,  is  not 
everybody's  talent,  it  is  better  that  such  as  would  be 
secure  of  not  provoking  others,  should  wholly  abstain 
from  raillery,  which,  by  a  small  mistake,  or  wrong  turn, 
may  leave  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  are  stung  by  it 
the  lasting  memory  of  having  been  sharply,  though 
wittily,  taunted,  for  something  censurable  in  them. 

Contradiction  is  also  a  kind  of  censoriousness,  wherein 
ill-breeding  much  too  often  shows  itself.  Complaisance 
does  not  require  that  we  should  admit  of  all  the  reason- 
ings, or  silently  approve  of  all  the  accounts  of  things 
that  may  be  vented  in  our  hearing.  The  opposing  the 
ill-grounded  opinions,  and  the  rectifying  the  mistakes  of 
others,  is  what  truth  and  charity  sometimes  require  of 
us ;  nor  does  civility  forbid  it,  so  it  be  done  with  proper 
caution  and  due  care  of  circumstances.  But  there  are 
some  men  who  seem  so  perfectly  possessed,  as  it  were, 
with  the  spirit  of  contradiction  and  preverseness,  that 
they  steadily,  and  without  regard  either  to  right  or 
wrong,  oppose  some  one,  and  perhws  every  of  the  com- 
pany, in  whatsoever  is  advanced.  This  is  so  evident  and 
outrageous  a  degree  of  censuring,  that  none  can  avoid 
thinking  himself  injured  by  it. 

All  sort  of  opposition  to  what  another  man  says,  is  so 
apt  to  be  suspiected  of  censoriousness,  and  is  so  seldom 
received  without  some  sort  of  humiliation,  that  it  ought 
to  be  made  in  the  gentlest  manner,  and  couched  in  the 
softest  expressions  that  can  be  found,  and  such  as,  with 
the  whole  deportment,  may  express  no  forwardness  to 


ought  to  accompany  it,  that,  whilst  we  gain  the  arciH 
ment,  we  may  not  lose  the  good  inclinations  of  any  tiEat 
hear  and  eepecially  of  those  that  happen  to  diiiir  fifom  us. 
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And  here  we  ought  not  to  pass  by  an  ordinary  but  a 
▼ery  great  fault,  that  frequently  happens  almost  in 
every  dispute;  I  mean  that  of  interruptmg  others  while 
they  are  speaking.  This  is  a  failing  which  the  members 
of  the  best  regulated  confraternities  among  us  have 
endeavoured  to  ^ard  against  in  the  bye-laws  of  their 
respective  societies,  and  is  what  the  W.  person  in  the 
chair  should  principally  regard,  and  see  well  put  in 
execution.  Yet,  as  it  is  an  ill  practice  that  prevuls 
much  in  the  world,  and  eq>ecialiy  where  less  care  is 
taken,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  offer  a  word  or  two 
against  it  here. 

There  cannot  be  a  greater  rudeness  than  to  interrupt 
another  in  the  current  of  his  discourse ;  for  if  it  be  not 
impertinence  and  folly  to  answer  a  man  before  we  know 
what  he  has  to  say,  yet  it  is  a  plain  declaration  that  we 
are  weary  of  his  discourse ;  that  we  disregard  what  he 
says,  as  judging  it  not  fit  to  entertain  the  society  with; 
and  is,  in  fact,  little  less  that  a  downright  desiring  that 
ourselves  may  have  audience,  who  have  something  to 
produce  better  worth  the  attention  of  the  company.  As 
this  is  no  ordinary  degree  of  disrespect,  it  cannot  but 
give  always  very  great  offence. 

The  fourth  thing,  brethren,  that  is  against  civility, 
and,  therefore,  apt  to  overset  the  harmony  of  conversar 
tion,  is  captiousness.  And  it  is  so,  not  only  because  it 
often  produces  misbecoming  and  provoking  expressions 
and  behaviour  in  a  part  of  the  company,  but  because  it 
is  a  tacit  accusation  and  a  reproach  for  something  ill 
taken  from  those  we  are  displeased  with.  Such  an 
intimation,  or  even  suspicion,  must  always  be  uneasy  to 
society;  and  as  one  angry  person  is  sufficient  to  dis- 
compose a  whole  company,  so,  for  the  most  part,  all 
mutual  happiness  and  satisfaction  ceases  therein  on  any 
such  jarring.  This  failing,  therefore,  should  be  guarded 
against  wini  as  much  care  as  either  the  boisterous 
rustieit;^  and  insinuated  contempt,  or  the  ill-natured 
disposition  to  censure,  already  considered  and  disallowed 
of.  For  as  peace,  ease,  and  satisfaction,  are  what  con- 
stitute the  pleasure,  the  happiness,  and  are  the  very 
soul  of  conversation,  if  these  be  interrupted,  the  design 
of  society  is  undermined;  and,  in  that  circumstance, 
how  should  brotherly  love  continue?   Certain  it  is  that 
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unless  ^ood  order,  decency,  and  tempet  be  preserved  by 
the  individuals  of  society,  confusion  will  be  introduced, 
and  a  dissolution  will  naturally  very  quickly  follow. 

What,  therefore,  remains  is  to  remind  the  brethren, 
that  Masons  have  ever  been  lovers  of  order.  It  is  the 
business  of  their  particular  profession,  to  reduce  all  rude 
matter  to  truth.  Their  aphorisms  recommend  it.  The 
number  of  their  lights,  and  the  declared  end  of  their 
coming  together,  intimate  the  frame  and  disposition 
mind  wherewith  they  are  to  meet,  and  the  manner  of 
their  behaviour  when  assembled. 
,  Shall  it,  then,  ever  be  said,  that  those  who  by  choice 
are  distinguished  from  the  ^oss  of  mankind,  and  who 
voluntarily  have  enrolled  their  names  in  this  most  ancient 
and  honourable  society,  are  so  far  wanting  to  themselves 
and  the  Order  they  profess,  as  to  neglect  its  rules  ?  Shall 
those,  who  are  banded  and  cemented  together  by  the 
strictest  ties  of  amity,  omit  the  practice  of  forbearance 
and  brotherly  love?  Or  shall  the  passions  of  those 
persons  ever  become  ungovernable  woo  assemble  pur- 
posely to  subdue  them? 

We  are,  let  it  be  considered,  the  successors  of  those 
who  reared  a  structure  to  the  honour  of  Almighty  God, 
the  Great  Architect  of  the  world,'  which  for  wisdom, 
strength,  and  beauty,  has  never  yet  had  any  parallel. 
We  are  intimately  related  to  those  great  and  worthy 
spirits  who  have  ever  made  it  their  business  and  their 
aim  to  improve  themselves  and  to  inform  mankind.  Let 
us,  then,  copy  their  example,  that  we  may  also  hope  to 
obtain  a  share  in  their  praise.  This  cannot  possibly  be 
done  in  a  scene  of  disorder ;  pearls  are  never  found  but 
when  the  sea  is  calm,  and  silent  water  is  generally 
deepest. 

It  has  been  long,  and  still  is,  the  glory  and  happiness 
of  this  society  to  have  its  interest  epoused  by  the  great, 
the  noble,  and  the  honoured  of  the  land :  persons  who 
after  the  example  of  the  wisest  and  grandest  of  kings* 
esteem  it  neither  condescension  nor  dishonourable,  to 
patronize  and  encourage  the  professors  of  the  Craft.  It 
IS  our  duty,  in  return,  to  do  nothing  inconsistent  with 
this  favour ;  and,  being  members  of  tms  body,  it  becomes 
us  to  act  in  some  degree  suitable  to  the  honour  we 
receive  from  our  illustrious  Head. 
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If  this  be  done  at  our  general  meetings,  every  good  and 
desirable  end  will  the  better  be  promoted  among  us. 
The  Craft  will  have  the  advantage  of  being  governed  by 
good,  wholesome,  and  dispassionate  laws;  the  business 
of  the  lodge  will  be  smootnly  and  effectually  carried  on ; 
your  officers  will  communicate  their  sentiments,  and 
receive  your  opinions  and  advice  with  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction ;  in  a  word,  true  Masonry  will  nourish ;  and  those 
that  are  without  will  soon  come  to  know  that  there  are 
nfore  substantial  pleasures  to  be  found,  as  well  as  greater 
advantages  to  be  reaped,  in  onr  society,  ordeiiy  conductr 
«  ed,  than  can  possibly  be  met  with  in  any  other  bodies  of 
men,  how  magnificent  soever  their  pretensions  may  be. 
For  none  can  be  so  amiable  as  that  which  promotes  bro- 
therly love,  and  fixes  that  as  the  grand  cement  of  all  our 
actions ;  to  the  performance  of  which  we  are  bound  by 
an  obligation  both  solemn  and  awful,  and  that  entered 
into  by  our  own  free  and  deliberate  choice ;  and,  a^  it  is 
to  direct  our  lives  and  actions,  it  can  never  be  top  often 
repeated  nor  too  frequently  inculcated. 

D. 

AN  ADDRESS  AFTER  THE  EXPULSION  OF  A  MEMBER,  WHO 
HAD  BEEN  REPEATEDLY,  BUT  IN  VAIN,  ADMONISHED 
FOE  BACKBITING  AND  SLANDERING  HIS  BRETHREN. 

Brethren, — ^As,  in  all  numerous  bodies  and  societies 
•  of  men,  some  unworthy  characters  will  ever  be  found,  it 
can  be  no  wonder  tiiat,  notwithstanding  the  excellent 
principles  and  valuable  precepts  laid  down  and  inculcated 
by  our  venerable  institution,  we  have  such  amongst  us ; 
men  who,  instead  of  being  ornaments  or  useful  members 
of  our  body,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  a  shame  and  disgrace 
to  it! 

These  are  sufficiently  characterized  by  a  natural  pro- 
pensitv  to  backbite  and  slander  their  brethren ;  a  vice 
truly  detestable  in  all  men,  and  more  particularly  so  in 
Freemasons,  who,  by  the  regulations  of  their  institution, 
are  ^specially  exhorted  and  enjoined  to  speak  as  well 
of  a  brother  when  absent  as  present ;  to  defend  his  hon- 
our and  reputation  wherever  attacked,  as  far  as  truth  and 
justice  will  permit ;  and,  where  they  cannot  reasonably 
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vindicate  him,  least  to  refrain  from  contributing  to  con^ 
demn  him." 

But,  alas !  regardless  of  their  duty  in  general,  and  of 
these  laudable  mjunotions  in  particular,  we  frequently 
find  such  men  assiduously  employed  in  traducing  the  chsr 
racters  of  their  brethren ;  and,  instead  of  rejoicing  at  their 
good  fortune,  pitying  their  misfortunes,  and  apologifflng 
for  their  weaknesses  and  errors,  enypng.their  prosperity, 
and  (unafTected  by  their  adversity),  with  a  secret  and 
maliciouB  pleasure  exploring  and  publishing  their  defects 
and  failings;  like  trading-vessels,  they  pass  from  place 
to  place,  receiving  and  discharging  whatever  calumny 
they  can  procure  from  others,  or  invent  themselves* 

As  we  nave  just  now  had  a  mortifying  instance  of  the 
necessary  consequence  of  such  base  conduct,  in  the  expul- 
sion of  one  of  our  members,  permit  me  to  deliver  to  you 
some  sentiments  of  the  great  Archbishop  Tillotson  on  the 
subject.  He  assigns  various  causes  of  this  evil,  and  also 
furnishes  directions,  which,  if  adhered  to,  will  greatly  con- 
tribute to  prevent  and  remedy  it. 

If  we  consider  the  causes  of  this  evil  practice,  we  shall 
find  one  of  the  most  common  is  ill-nature ;  and,  by  a  gene- 
ral mistake,  ill-nature  passeth  for  wit,  as  cunning  docs 
for  wisdom ;  though,  in  truth,  they  are  as  different  as 
vice  and  virtue. 

"There  is  no  greater  evidence  of  the  bad  temper  of 
mankind  than  their  proneness  to  evil-speaking.  For  *  out 
of  the  abundance  ot  the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh,'  and 
therefore  we  commonly  incline  to  the  censorious  and 
imcharitable  side. 

"The  good  spoken  of  others  we  easily  forget,  or  seldom 
mention;  but  the  evil  lies  uppermost  in  our  memories, 
and  is  ready  to  be  published  on  all  occasions ;  nay,  what 
is  more  ill-natured  and  unjust,  though  many  times  we  do 
not  believe  it  ourselves,  we  tell  it  to  others,  and  venture 
it  to  be  believed  according  to  the<^harity  of  those  to  whom 
it  is  told. 

"  Another  cause  of  the  frequency  of  this  vice  is,  that 
many  are  so  bad  themselves.  For  to  think  and  speak  ill 
of  others  is  not  only  a  bad  thing,  but  a  sign  of  a  bad  man. 
When  men  are  bad  themselves,  they  are  glad  of  any  op- 
portunity to  censure  others,  and  endeavour  to  bring  things 
to  a  level,  hoping  it  will  be  some  justification  of  their 
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own  faults  if  they  can  but  make  others  appear  equally 


guil^, 


third  cause  of  evil-speaking  is  malice  and  revenffe. 
When  we  are  blinded  by  our  passions  we  do  not  consider 
what  is  true,  but  what  is  m^chievous ;  we  care  not  whe- 
ther the  evil  we  speak  be  true  or  not :  nay,  many  are  so 
base  as  to  invent  and  raise  false  reports,  on  jmipose  to 
blast  the  reputations  of  those  by  whom  they  think  them- 
selves injured. 

"  A  fourth  cause  of  this  vice  is  envy.  Men  look  with 
an  evil  eye  upon  the  good  that  is  in  others,  and  do  what 
they  can  to  discredit  their  commendable  qualities ;  think- 
ing their  own  character  lessened  by  them,  they  greedily 
entertain,  and  industriously  publish,  what  may  raise 
themselves  upon  the  ruins  of  odier  men's  reputations. 

fifth  cause  of  evil-speaking  is  impertinence  and 
curiosity ;  an  itch  of  talking  of  affairs  which  do  not  con- 
cern us.  Some  love  to  mingle  themselves  in  all  business, 
and  are  loath  to  seem  ignorant  of  such  important  new9  as 
the  faults  and  follies  of  men ;  therefore,  with  great  care, 
they  pick  up  ill  stories  to  entertain  the  next  company 
they  meet,  not  perhaps  out  of  malice,  but  for  want  of 
something  better  to  talk  of. 

"  Lastly,  many  do  this  out  of  wantonness,  and  for  diver- 
sion ;  so  little  do  they  consider  a  man's  reputation  as  too 
great  and  tender  a  concern  to  be  jested  with ;  and  that  a 
slanderous  tongue  bites  like  a  serpent,,  and  cuts  like  a 
sword.  What  can  be  so  barbarous,  next  to  sporting  vntk 
a  man's  Ufe,  as  to  play  with  his  honour  ana  good  name, 
which  to  some  is  better  than  life ?  Such,  andso  bad,  are 
the  causes  of  this  vice. 

"  If  we  consider  its  pernicious  effects  we  shall  find  that, 
to  such  as  are  slandered,  it  is  a  great  injury,  commonly  a 
hi^h  provocation,  but  alwa^rs  matter  ot  grief.  It  is  cer- 
tamly  a  great  injury ;  and,  if  the  evil  which  we  say  of 
them  be  not  true,  it  is  an  injury  beyond  reparation.  It 
is  an  injury  that  descends  to  a  man's  children ;  because 
the  good  or  ill  name  of  the  father  is  derived  down  to 
them^  and  many  times  the  best  thing  he  has  to  leave  them 
is  an  unblemished  virtue.  And  do  we  make  no  conscience 
to  rob  his  innocent  children  of  the  best  part  of  his  small 

Strimany,  and  of  all  the  kindnesses  that  would  have  been 
ne  them  for  their  father's  sake,  if  his  reputation  had 
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not  been  undeservedly  stained?  Is  it  no  crime,  by  the 
breath  of  our  moutht  at  once  to  blast  a  man's  reputation, 
and  to  ruin  his  children,  perhaps  to  all  posterity?  Can 
we  jest  with  so  serious  a  mattco*?  an  injury  so,  very  haii 
to  be  repented  of  as  it  ought ;  because  m  such  a  case,  no 
repentance  will  be  acceptable  without  restitution,  if  in 
our  power. 

Even  supposing  the  matter  of  the  slander  true,  yet 
no  man's  reputation  is  considerably  injured,  though  never 
so  deservedly,  without  great  hurt  to  him ;  and  it  is  odds 
but  the  charge,  by  passing  tiirough  several  hands,  is 
aggravated  beyond  truth,  every  one  being  apt  to  add 
something  to  it. 

Besi^  the  injury,  it  is  commonly  a  high  provoca- 
tion ;  the  conseauence  of  which  may  be  dangerous  and 
desperate  quarrels.  One  way  or  other  the  injured  person 
will  hear  of  it,  and  will  take  the  first  opportumty  to 
revenge  it.   At  best  it  is  always  a  matter  ol  grief  to  the 

Krson  that  is  defamed ;  and  Christianity,*  which  is  the 
Bt-natured  institution  in  the  world,  forbids  us  to  do 
those  things  whereby  we  may  grieve  one  another. 

A  man's  character  is  a  tender  thing,  dnd  a  wound 
there  sinks  deep  into  the  spirit  even  of  a  wise  and  good 
man  ;  and  the  more  iunocent  any  man  is  in  this  respect, 
the  more  sensible  he  is  of  this  uncharitable  treatment ; 
because  he  never  treats  others  so,  nor  is  he  conscious  to 
himself  that  he  has  deserved  it.  To  ourselves  the  conse- 
quences of  this  vice  are  as  bad  or  worse.  He  that  accus- 
toms himself  to  speak  evil  of  others  gives  a  bad  character 
to  himself,  even  to  those  whom  he  desires  to  please,  who, 
if  they  be  wise,  will  conclude  that  he  speaks  of  them  to 
others  as  he  does  of  others  to  them. 

And  this  practice  of  evil-speaking  may  be  inconvenient 
many  other  ways.  For  who  knows  in  the  chance  of 
things,  and  the  mutability  of  human  affairs,  whose  kind- 
ness he  may  stand  in  need  of  before  he  dies  ?  So  that 
did  a  man  only  consult  his  own  safety  and  quiet  he  ought 
to  refrain  from  evil-speaking. 

How  cheap  a  kindness  it  is  to  speak  well,  at  least  not 
to  speak  ill,  of  others.  A  good  word  is  an  easy  obliga- 
tion ;  but  not  to  speak  ill  req^uires  only  our  silence.  Some 
instances  of  charity  are  chantable ;  but,  were  a  man  ever 
80  covetous,  he  might  afford  another  his  good  word ;  at 
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leMt,  he  mightre  fraiii  from  speaking  ill  of  him,  especi- 
ally if  it  be  considered  how  dear  man j  have  paid  for  a 
slanderous  and  reproachful  word. 

No  quaility  ordinarily  recommends  one  more  to  the 
fayoor  of  men  than  to  be  free  from  this  vice.  Such  a 
man^s  friendship  every  one  desires ;  and,  next  to  piety 
and  righteousness,  nothing  is  thought  a  greater  com- 
mendation than  that  he  wa^  never,  or  very  rarely,  heard 
to  speak  ill  of  any.  Let  every  man  lay  his  hand  upon 
his  heart  and  consider  how  himself  is  apt  to  be  affected 
with  this  usage.  Nothing,  sure,  is  more  equal  and 
reasonable  than  that  known  rule,  what  thou  wouldst 
have  no  man  do  to  thee,  that  do  thou  to  no  man. 

"The  following  directions,  if  duly  observed,  will 
greatly  contribute  to  the  prevention  and  cure  of  this 
great  evil.  Never  say  any  evil  of  another  but  what  you 
certainly  know.  Whenever  you  positively  accuse  a  man 
of  any  crime,  though  it  be  in  private  and  among  friends, 
speak  as  if  you  were  upon  your  oath,  because  God  sees 
and  hears  you.  This,  not  only  charity,  but  justice 
demands  of  us.  He  that  easily  credits  a  false  report  is 
almost  as  culpable  as  the  first  inventor  of  it.  Therefore 
never  speak  evil  of  any  upon  common  fame,  which,  for 
the  most  part,  is  false,  but  almost  always  uncertain. 

"  Before  you  speak  evil  of  another,  consider  whether 
he  has  not  obliged  you  by  some  real  kindness,  and  then 
it  is  a  bad  turn  to  speak  ill  of  him  that  has  done  you 
good.  Consider,  also,  whether  you  may  not  come  here- 
after to  be  acquainted  with  him,  related  to  him,  or  in 
want  of  his  favour,  whom  you  have  thus  injured,  and 
whether  it  may  not  be  in  his  power  to  revenge  a  spiteful 
and  needless  word  by  a  shrewd  turn.  So  that  if  a  man 
made  no  conscience  of  hurting  others,  yet  he  should,  in 
prudence,  have  some  consideration  of  himself. 

"  Let  us  accustom  ourselves  to  be  truly  sorry  for  the 
faults  of  men,  and  then  we  shall  take  no  pleasure  in 
publishing  them.  Common  humanity  requires  this  of 
uys,  Considering  the  sreat  infirmities  of  our  nature,  and 
that  we  are  also  liable  to  be  tempted ;  considering  like- 
wise how  severe  a  punishment  every  crime  is  to  itself, 
how  terribly  it  exposes  a  man  to  the  wrath  of  God,  both 
here  and  hereafter. 

"  Whenever  we  hear  any  man  evil  spoken  of,  if  we 
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have  heard  any  good  of  faim,  let  us  say  that.  It  is 
always  more  humane  and  more  honourable  to  vindicate 
others  than  to  accuse  them.  Were  it  necessary  that  a 
man  should  be  evil  spoken  of,  his  good  and  bad  qualities 
should  be  represented  together,  otherwise  he  may  be 
strangely  misrepresented,  and  an  indifferent  man  may  be 
made  a  monster. 

They  that  will  observe  nothing  in  a  wise  man  but 
his  oversights  and  follies;  nothing  in  a  good  man  but 
his  failings  and  infirmities,  may  render  both  despicable. 
Should  we  heap  together  all  the  passionate  speeches,  all 
the  imprudent  actions  of  the  best  man,  and  present  them 
all  at  one  view — concealing  his  virtues^he,  in  this  dis- 
guise, would  look  like  a  madman  or  fury;  and  yet,  if  his 
life  were  fairly  represented  in  the  manner  it  was  led,  he 
would  appear  to  all  the  world  to  be  an  amiable  and 
excellent  person.  But  how  numerous  soever  any  man's 
ill  qualities  are,  it  is  but  just  that  he  should  have  due 
praise  for  his  few  real  virtues. 

That  you  may  not  speak  ill,  do  not  delight  in  hearing 
it  of  any.  Give  no  countenance  to  busybodies :  if  you 
cannot  decently  reprove  them  because  of  their  quality, 
divert  the  discourse  some  other  way,  or,  by  seeming  not 
to  mind  it,  signify  that  you  do'  not  like  it.  Let  every 
man  mind  his  own  duty  and  concern.  Do  but  in  good 
earnest  endeavour  to  mend  yourself,  and  it  will  be  work 
enough,  and  leave  you  little  time  to  talk  of  others." 

In  the  foregoing  sentiments,  the  backbiter  and  slan- 
derer may  see  himself  folly  represented,  as  in  a  true 
mirror;  and,  detestable  as  the  spectacle  naturally  appears, 
much  move  so  does  it  seem  when  masonically  examined. 
'  May  all  such,  therefore,  contemplate  the  nature  and 
consequences  of  this  abominable  vice;  and  that  they 
may  still  become  worthy  men  and  Masons,  let  them 
constantly  pray  with  the  royal  Psalmist,  "  Set  a  watch, 
O  Lord !  before  my  mouth,  keep  thou  the  door  of  my 
lips;"  being  assured,  for  their  encouragement,  that  ''He 
v^o  backbiteth  not  with  his  tongue,  nor  doth  evil  to  his 
neighbour,  nor  taketh  up  a  reproach  against  his  neigh- 
bour, shall  abide  in  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and  shall 
dwell  in  his  holy  hill." 
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E. 

A  OHASOB  DBLIVBBBD  BT  THB  WORSHIPFUL  HA8TBB  ON 
BBSIOXINQ  THB  CHAIR. 

Worthy  Brethren, — ^Providence  having  placed  me 
in  such  a  sphere  in  life  as  to  afford  me  but  little  time  for 
speculation,  I  cannot  pretend  to  have  made  mankind  my 
particular  study,  yet  this  t  have  observed,  that  curiosity 
IS  one  of  the  most  prevailing  passions  in  the  human 
breast.  The  mind  of  man  is  kept  in  a  perpetual  thirst 
after  knowledge,  nor  can  he  bear  to  be  ignorant  of  what 
he  thinks  others  know.  Any  thing  secret  or  new 
immediately  excites  an  uneasy  sensation,  and  becomes  ' 
the  proper  fuel  of  curiosity,  which  will  be  found  stronger 
or  weaker  in  proportion  to  the  opportunities  that  indi- 
viduals have  lor  indulging  it.  It  is  observable  further 
that,  when  this  passion  is  excited  and  not  instantly 
gratified,  instead  of  waiting  for  better  intelligence,  and 
usinff  the  proper  means  of  removing  the  darkness  that 
envelopes  the  object  of  it,  we  precipitately  form  ideas 
which  are  generally  in  the  extremes.  If  the  object 
promotes  pleasure  or  advantage,  we  then  load  it  with 
commendations;  if  it  appears  in  the  opposite  view,  or 
if  we  are  ignorant  of  it,  we  then  absurdly  as  well  as 
disingenuously  condemn,  and  pretend,  at  least,  to  despise 
it.  This,  my  brethren,  has  been  the  fate  of  the  most 
valuable  institution  in  the  world,  Christianity  excepted 
— I  mean  Freemasonry.  Those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  design  of  it,  cannot,  if  they  have 
good  hearts,  but  admire  and  espouse  it:  and  if  those 
who  are  in  the  dark,  or  whose  minds  are  disposed  to 
evil,  should  slight  or  speak  disrespectfully  of  it,  it  is 
certainly  no  disgrace.  When  order  shall  produce 
confusion,  when  harmony  shall  give  rise  to  discord,  and 
proportion  shall  be  the  source  of  irregularity,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  will  Freemasonry  be  unworthy  the  patron- 
age of  the  great,  the  wise,  and  the  good. 

To  love  as  brethren,  to  be  readv  to  communicate,  to 
speak  truth  one  to  another,  are  the  dictates  of  reason 
and  revelation ;  and  you  know  that  they  are  likewise  the 
foundation,  the  constituent  parts  of  Freemasonry. 

None,  therefore,  who  believe  the  divine  original  of  the 
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Sacred  Volume,  and  are  influenced  by  a  spirit  of  humanity, 
firiendshipt  and  benevolence,  can  with  tne  least  proprie^ 
object  to  our  ancient  and  venerable  institution. 

For  my  own  part,  ever  since  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
be  enrolled  in  the  list  of  Masons,  as  I  knew  it  was  my 
duty,  so  I  have  made  it  my  business,  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  principles  on  which  our  glorious  superstructure 
is  founded.  And,  like  the  miner,  the  farther  I  have 
advanced  the  richer  has  been  my  discovery;  and  the 
treasure,  constantly  opening  to  my  view,  has  proved  a 
full  and  satisfactory  reward  of  all  my  labours. 

By  the  rules  of  this  lodge,  I  am  now  to  resign  the 
chair.  But  I  cannot  do  this  with  entire  satisfaction  until 
I  have  testified  the  grateful  sense  I  feel  of  the  honour  I 
received  in  being  advanced  to  it. 

Tour  generous  and  unanimous  choice  of  me  for  your 
Master  demands  my  thankful  acknowledgments,  though, 
at  the  same  time,  I  sincerely  wish  that  my  abilities  had 
been  more  adequate  to  the  charge  which  your  kind 
partiality  elected  me  to.  But  this  has  always  been,  and 
still  is,  my  greatest  consolation,  that,  however  deficient 
I  may  have  been  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  no  one 
can  boast  a  heart  more  devoted  to  the  good  of,  the  insti- 
tution in  general,  and  the  reputation  of  this  lodge  in 
particular. 

Though  I  am  apprehensive  I  have -already  trespassed 
^  on  your  patience,  yet,  if  I  might  be  indulged,  I  would 
humbly  lay  before  you  a  few  reflections,  adapted  to  the 
business  of  the  dav,  which,  being  the  efiusions  of  a  hearf 
truly  masonic,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  received  with  candour 
by  you. 

Every  association  of  men,  as  well  as  this  of  Freemasons 
must,  for  the  sake  of  order  and  harmony,  be  regulated  by 
certain  laws,  and,  for  that  purpose,  proper  officers  must 
be  appointed,  and  empowered  to  carry  those  laws  into 
execution,  to  preserve  a  degree  of  uniformity,  at  least  to 
restrain  any  irregularity  that  might  render  such  associa- 
tions inconsistent.  For  we  may  as  reasonably  suppose 
an  army  may  be  duly  disciplined,  well  provided,  and 
properly  conducted,  without  generals  and  other  officers, 
as  that  a  society  can  be  supported  without  governors 
and  their  subalterns;  or,  which  is  the  same,  without 
some  form  of  government  to  answer  the  end  of  the 
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institution.  And,  as  such  an  arrangement  must  be 
revered,  it  becomes  a  necessary  requisite  that  a  temper 
should  be  discovered  in  the  several  members  adapted  to 
the  respective  stations  they  are  to  fill. 

This  thought  vnll  suggest  to  you,  that  those  who  are 

Sialified  to  meside  as  officers  in  a  lodge,  will  not  be 
ated  with  that  honour,  but,  losing  sight  of  it,  will  have 
only  !n  view  the  service  their  office  demands.  Their 
reproofr  vnW  be  dictated  by  friendship,  softened  by  can- 
dour, and  enforced  with  mildness  and  affection ;  m  the 
whole  of  their  deportment  they  will  preserve  a  degree  at 
dignity,  tempered  with  affability  and  ease.  This  con- 
duct, while  it  endears  them  to  others,  will  not  fail  to 
raise  their  own  reputation  |  and  as  envy  should  not  be  so 
much  as  once  named  among  Freemasons,  it  will  eSecto- 
ally  prevent  the  growth  of  it,  should  it  unfortunately 
ever  appear. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  our  constitution,  that  as  some 
must  of  necessitv  rule  and  teach,  so  others  must  of  course 
learn  to  obey ;  humilitv,  therefore,  in  both,  becomes  sd 
essential  duty;  for  pride  and  ambition,  like  a  worm  at 
the  root  of  a  tree,  will  prey  on  the  vitals  of  our  peace, 
harmony,  and  brotherly  love.  • 

Had  not  this  excellent  temper  prevailed  when  the 
foundation  of  Solomon's  Temple  was  first  laid,  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  that  glorious  edifice  would  never  have  risen 
to  a  height  of  splendour  which  astonished  the  world. 

Had  all  employed  in  this  work  been  masters  or  super- 
Intendants,  who  must  have  prepared  the  timber  in  the 
forest,  or  hewn  the  stone  in  the  quarry?  Yet,  thoug^ 
they  were  numbered  and  classed  under  different  denomi- 
nations, as  princes,  rulm,  provosts,  comforters  of  the 
people,  stone-squarers,  sculptors,  &c..  such  was  their 
unanimity,  that  they  seemed  actuated  by  one  spirit, 
influenced  by  one  principle. 

Merit  alone,  then,  entitled  to  preferment;  an  indisput- 
able instance  of  which  we  have  in  the  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  that  great  undertaking,  who,  without  either 
wealth  or  power,  or  any  other  distinction  than  that  of 
being  the  widow's  son,  was  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Master,  and  approved  by  the  people  for  this  single  reason 
— ^because  he  was  a  skilful  artificer. 

Let  these  considerations,  my  worthy  brethren,  animate 
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U8  in  the  pursnits  of  so  noble  a  science,  that  we  may  all 
be  qualified  to  fill,  in  rotation,  the  most  distinguijshed 
places  in  the  lodge,  and  keep  the  honours  of  the  Craft, 
which  are  the  just  rewards  of  our  labour,  in  a  regular 
circulation. 

'  And,  as  none  are  less  qualified  to  govern  than  those 
who  have  not  learned  to  obey,  permit  me,  in  the  wannest 
manner,  to  recommend  to  you  all  a  constant  attendance 
in  this  place,  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws  of  our  institu- 
tion, and  a  respectful  submission  to  the  direction  of  your 
officers,  that  you  mav  prove  to  mankind  the  propriety 
of  ^our  election,  and  secure  the  establishment  of  this 
society  to  the  latest  posterity. 

F. 

A  SHORT  CHARGE  DELIVERED  TO  THE  MASTER,  ON  BEING 
INVESTED  AND  INSTALLED. 

Worshipful  Sir, — ^By  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
members  of  this  lodge,  you  are  eleeted  to  the  mastership 
thereof  for  the  ensuing  half-year ;  and  I  have  the  happi- 
ness of  being  deputed  to  invest  you  with  this  ensign  of 
your  office :  be  it  ever  in  your  thoughts  that  the  ancients 
particularly  held  this  s3rmbol  to  be  a  just,  a  striking 
emblem  of  the  Divinity.  They  said  the  gods,  who  are 
the  authors  of  every  thing  established  in  wisdom,  strength, 
and  beauty,  were  properly  represented  by  this  figure. 
May  you,  worthy  brother,  not  only  consider  it  a  mark  of 
honour  in  this  assembly,  but  also  let  it  ever  remind  you 
of  your  duty  both  to  God  and  man.  And,  as  you  {nrofess 
the  Sacred  Volume  to  be  your  i^iritual  tressel-board, 
may  you  make  it  your  particular  care  to  square  your  life 
and  conversation  according  to  the  rules  and  designs  laid 
down  therein. 

Tou  have  been  of  too  long  standing,  and  are  too  good 
a  member  of  our  comnmnity,  to  require  now  any  infor- 
mation in  the  duty  of  your  office.  What  you  have  seea 
praiseworthy  in  others,  we  doubt  not,  you  will  imitate ; 
and  what  you  have  seen  defective,  you  will  in  yourself 
amend. 

We  have,  therefore,  the  greatest  reason  to  expect  you 
will  be  constant  and  regular  in  your  attendance  on  the 
13 
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lodge,  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty, 
and  that  you  will  make  the  honour  of  the  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  Universe,  and  the  good  of  the  Craft, 
chief  objects  of  your  regard. 

We  likewise  trust  you  will  pay  a  punctual  attertion 
to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  this  society,  as  more  par- 
ticularly becoming  your  present  station;  and  that  you 
will,  at  the  same  time,  require  a  due  obedience  to  them 
from  every  other  member,  well  knowing  that,  without 
this,  the  best  of  laws  become  useless. 

For  a  pattern  of  imitation,  consider  the  great  luminary 
of  Nature,  which,  rising  in  the  east,  regularly  diffuses 
light  and  lustre  to  all  within  its  circle.  In  like  manner 
it  is  your  province,  with  due  decorum,  to  spread  and 
communicate  light  and  instruction  to  the  brethren  in  the 
lodge. 

From  the  knowledge  we  already  have  of  your  zeal 
and  abilities,  we  rest  assured  you  will  discharge  the 
duties  of  this  important  station  in  such  a  manner  as  will 
redound  greatly  to  the  honour  of  yourself,  as  well  as  of 
those  members  over  whom  you  are  elected  to  preside. 

G. 

AN  ADDHBSS  TO  THB  LODOB,  IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  THE 
INVESTITURE  AND  INSTALMENT  OP  THE  OFFICERS. 

Brethren, — flatter  myself  there  is  no  Mason  of  my 
acquaintance  insensible  of  the  sincere  regard  I  ever  had, 
and  hope  ever  to  retain,  for  our  venerable  institution; 
certain  I  am  if  this  establishment  should  ever  be  held  in 
little  esteem  by  the  members,  it  must  be  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  due  sense  of  the  excellence  of  its  principles, 
and  the  salutary  laws  and  social  duties  on  which  it  is 
founded. 

But  sometimes  mere  curiosity,  views  of  self-interest, 
or  a  gn>undless  presumption,  that  the  principal  business 
of  the  lodge  is  mirth  and  entertainment,  have  induced 
men  of  loose  principles  and  discordant  tempers  to  procure 
admission  into  our  community;  this,  together  with  an 
unpardonable  inattention  of  those  who  proposed  them, 
to  their  lives  and  conversations,  have  constantly  occa- 
sioned great  discredit  and  uneasiness  to  the  Craft ;  such 
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persons  being  no  ways  qualified  for  a  society  founded 
upon  wisdom,  and  cemrated  by  morality  and  Christian 
love. 

Therefore,  let  it  be  your  peculiar  care  to  pay  strict 
attention  to  the  merit  and  character  of  those  who,  from 
among  the  circle  of  your  acquaintance,  may  be  desirous 
of  becoming  members  of  our  society,  lest,  through  your 
inadvertency,  the  unworthy  part  of  mankind  should  find 
means  to  introduce  themselves  among  you,  whereby  you 
will  discourage  the  reputable  and  worthy. 

Self-love  is  a  reigning  principle  in  all  men ;  and  there 
is  not  a  more  effectual  method  of  ingratiating  ourselves 
with  each  otl\er  than  by  mutual  complaisance  and 
respect ;  by  agreement  with  each  other  in  judgment  and 
practice.  This  makes  society  pleasing,  and  friendship 
durable ;  which  can  never  be  the  case  when  men's  prin- 
ci{>les  and  dispositions  are  opposite  and* not  adapted  for 
unity.  We  must  be  moved  by  the  same  passions, 
governed  by  the  same  inclinations,  and  moulded  by  the 
same  morals,  before  we  can  please  or  be  pleased  in  soci- 
etv«  No  community  or  place  can  make  a  man  happy, 
who  is  not  furnished  with  a  temper  of  mind  to  relish 
felicity.  The  wise  and  royal  Grand  Master,  Solomon, 
tells  us,  and  experience  confirms  it,  ''that  the  light  is 
sweet,  and  a  pleasant  thing  it  is  to  behold  the  sun."  Yet, 
for  this  pleasure,  we  are  wholly  indebted  to  that  aston- 
ishing piece  of  heavenly  workmanship,  the  eye,  and  the 
several  organs  of  sight.  Let  the  eye  be  distempered, 
and  all  objects,  which,  though  they  remain  the  same  in 
themselves,  to  us  lose  their  beauty  and  lustre ;  let  the 
eye  be  totally  destroyed,  then  the  sense  which  depends 
upon  it  is  lost  also,  and  the  whole  body  is  full  of  dark- 
ness. So  is  it  with  that  Mason  who.  has  not  a  frame  and 
temper  of  mind  adapted  to  our  institution,  without  which 
the  blended  allurements  of  pleasure  and  instruction  to 
be  found  in  the  lodge  must  become  tasteless  and  of  no 
effect.  Likewise,  let  his  conduct  and  circumstances  in 
life  be  such  as  may  not  have  the  least  tendency  to  di- 
minish the  credit  of  the  society;  and  be  ye  ever  disposed 
to  honour  good  men  for  their  virtues,  and  wise  men  for 
their  knowledge :  good  men  for  propagating  virtue  and 
religion  all  over  the  world,  and  wise  men  for  encouraging 
arts  and  sciences,  and  diffusing  them  from  east  to  west. 
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and  between  north  und  south ;  rejecting  all  who  are  not 
of  good  repute,  sound  morals,  and  competent  under- 
standing. Hence  you  will  derive  honour  and  happiness 
to  yourselves,  and  drink  deeply  of  those  streams  of 
felicity  which  the  unenlightened  can  never  be  indulged 
with  a  taste  of. 

For,  by  these  means,  excess  and  irregularity  must  be 
strangers^  within  your  walls.  On  sobriety  your  plea- 
sure depends,  on  regularity  your  reputation;  and  not 
your  reputation  only,  but  the  reputation  of  the  whole 
body. 

These  general  cautions,  if  duly  attended  to,  will  oon- 
tinually  evince  your  wisdom  by  their  effects ;  for  it  is 
known  by  experience  that  nothing  contributes  more  to 
the  dissolution  of  a  lodse  than  too  great  a  number  of 
members  indiscriminately  made ;  want  of  regulation  in 
their  expenses,  and  keeping  unseasonable  hours. 

To  guard  against  this  ratal  consequence  we  shall  do 
well  to  cultivate  the  following  virtues,  viz.,  prudence, 
temperance,  and  frugality;  virtues  which  are  the  best 
and  properest  supports  of  every  community. 

Prudence  is  the  queen  and  guide  of  all  other  virtues, 
the  ornament  6f  our  actions,  the  square  and  rule  of  our 
affairs.  It  is  the  knowledge  and  choice  of  those  thines 
we  must  either  approve  or  reject ;  and  implies  to  consult 
and  deliberate  well,  to  judge  and  resolve  well,  to  conduct 
and  execute  well. 

Temperance  consists  in  the  government  of  our  appe- 
tites and  affections,  so  to  use  the  good  things  of  this  life 
as  not  to  abuse  them ;  either  by  a  sordid  and  ungrateful 
parsimony  on  the  one  hand,  or  a  profuse  and  prodigal 
indulgence  to  excess  on  the  other.    This  virtue  has  many 

Eowerful  arguments  in  its  favour ;  for,  as  we  value  our 
ealth,  wealth,  reputation,  family,  and  friends,  our  char- 
acters as  men,  as  Christians,  as  members  of  society  in 
general,  and  as  Freemasons  in  particular,  all  conspire  to 
call  on  us  for  the  exercise  of  this  virtue;  in  short,  it 
comprehends  a  strict  observance  of  the  Apostle's  exhor- 
tation, "  be  ye  temperate  in  all  things not  only  avoid- 
ing what  is  in  itself  improper,  but  also  whatever  has  the 
least  or  most  remote  appearance  of  impropriety,  that  the 
tongue  of  the  •Wanderer  n^ay  be  struck  dumb,  and  ma- 
levolence diftarmed  of  its  sting. 
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Frugality,  the  natural  associate  of  prudence  and  tem- 
perance, is  what  the  meanest  station  necessarily  calls  for, 
and  the  most  exalted  cannot  dispense  with.  It  is  abso- 
lutely requisite  in  all  stations ;  it  is  highly  necessary  to 
the  supporting  of  every  desirable  character,  to  the 
establishment  of  every  society,  to  the  interest  of  every 
individual  in  the  community.  It  is  a  moral,  it  is  a 
Christian  virtue.  It  implies  the  strict  observation  of 
decorum  in  the  seasons  of  relaxation,  and  of  every 
enjoyment;  and  is  that  temper  of  mind  which  is  dis- 
posed to  employ  every  acquisition  only  to  the  glory  of 
the  Giver,  our  own  happiness,,  and  that  of  our  fellow- 
creatures. 

If  we  fail  not  in  the  exercise  of  these  virtues  (which 
are  essential  supports  of  every  lodge  of  Free  and  Accep- 
ted Masons),  they  will  effectually  secure  us  from  those 
unconstitutional  practices  which  have  proved  so  fatal  to 
this  society.  For  prudence  will  discover  the  absurdity 
and  folly  of  expecting  true  harmony,  without  due  atten- 
tion to  the  choice  of  our  members.  Temperance  will 
check  every  appearance  of  excess,  and  fix  rational  limits 
to  our  hours  of  enjoyment ;  and  frugality  will  proscribe 
extravagance,  and  keep  our  expenses  within  proper 
bounds. 

The  Lacedaemonians  had  a  law  among  them  that  every 
one  should  serve  the  gods  with  as  little  expense  as  he 
could,  herein  differing  from  all  other  Grecians;  and 
Lycurgus,  being  asked  for  what  reason  he  made  this 
institution  so  disagreeable  to  the  sentiments  of  all  other 
men  ?  answered,  lest  the  service  of  the  gods  should  at 
any  time  be  intermitted ;  forJie  feared  if  religion  should 
be  as  expensive  there  as  in  other  parts  of  Greece,  it 
might  some  time  or  other  happen  that  the  divine  wor- 
ship, out  of  the  covetousness  of  some,  and  the  poverty 
of  others,  would  be  neglected.  This  observation  will 
hold  equally  good  with  respect  to  Masons,  and  will,  I 
hope,  by  them  be  properly  applied. 

I  would  not  be  understood  here  to  mean  that,  because 
these  three  moral  virtues  are  particularly  pointed  out  as 
essentially  necessary  to  the  good  discipline  and  support 
of  a  lodge,  nothing  more  is  required ;  for  social  must  be 
united  with  moral  excellences.  Were  a  man  to  be 
merely  prudent,  temperate  and  frugal,  and  yet  be  negli- 
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gent  of  the  duties  of  humanity,  sincerilTf  generosity,  &c., 
he  ^ould  be  at  most  but  a  useless,  if  not  a  worthless, 
member  of  society,  and  a  much  worse  Mason. 

In  the  next  place,  permit  me  to  remind  you  that  a  due 
attendance  on  the  lodge  for  your  own  improvement, 
and  the  reputation  of  Masonry  in  general,  is  absolutely 
necessary.  For  your  own  improvement;  because  the 
advantages  naturally  resulting  from  the  practice  of  the 

Erinciples  therein  taught,  are  the  highest  ornaments  of 
uman  nature;  and  for  the  credit  of  the  community, 
because  it  is  your  indispensable  duty  to  support  such  a 
character  in  life  as  is  there  enjoined.  The  prevalency  of 
good  example  is  great,  and  no  language  is  so  expressive 
as  a  consistent  life  and  conversation.  These,  once  for- 
feited in  a  masonic  character,  will  diminish  a  man,  not 
only  in  the  esteem  of  persons  of  sense,  learning,  and 
probity,  but  even  men  of  inferior  qualities  will  seldom 
fail  of  making  a  proper  distinction. 

You  are  well  acquainted,  that  the  envious  and  censo- 
rious are  ever  disposed  to  form  their  judgments  of  man- 
kind according  to  their  conduct  in  public  life.  So  when 
the  members  of  our  society  desert  their  body,  or  discover 
any  inconsistency  in  their  practice  with  their  profession, 
they  contribute  to  bring  an  odium  on  a  profession  which 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  highly  to  honour.  Indeed, 
instances  of  the  conduct  here  decried  I  own  are  very  rare, 
and  I  might  say,  as  often*  as  they  do  happen,  tend  still 
more  to  discover  the  malignitv  of  our  adversaries  than  to 
reflect  on  ourselves.  For  witn  what  ill-nature  are  such 
suggestions  framed?  How  weak  must  it  appear  in  the 
eye  of  discernment  to  condemn  a  whole  society  for  the 
irregularity  of  a  few  individuals.^ 

But  to  return  to  my  argument.  One  great  cause  of 
absenting  ourselves  from  the  lodge  I  apprehend  to  be  this, 
the  want  of  that  grand  fundamental  principle,  brotherly 
love!  Did  we  properly  cultivate  this  Christian  virtue, 
we  should  think  ourselves  the  happiest  when  assembled 
together.   On  unity  in  affection  unity  in  government  sub- 

^  Though  there  should  be  Freemasons  who  000U7,  and  wi^ut  agi- 
tation  of  mind,  seem  to  have  divested  themselyes  of  all  afiSection  and 
esteem  for  the  Craft,  we  only  see  thereby  the  efieots  of  an  exquisite 
and  inveterate  depravation ;  for  the  principle  is  almost  always  pre- 
served, though  its  effects  seem  to  be  totally  lost. 
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sbts;  for  whatever  draws  men  into  societies,  it  is  that 
only  can  cement  them. 

Let  us  recollect  that  love  is  the  first  and  greatest  com- 
mandment. All  the  others  are  summarily  comprehended 
in  this.  It  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  and  a  necessary 
qualification  for  the  celestial  lodge,  where  the  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  universe  presides,  who  is  love.  Faith, 
Hope,  and  Charity,  are  three  principal  graces,  by  which 
we  must  be  guided  thither ;  of  which  charity  or  univer- 
sal love  is  the  chief.  When  faith  shall  be  swallowed  up 
in  vision,  and  hope  in  enjoyment,  then  true  charity  or 
brotherly  love  will  shine  with  the  brightest  lustre  to  all 
eternity. 

On  the  other  hand,  envy,  pride,  censoriousness,  malice, 
revenge,  and  discord,  are  the  productions  of  a  diabolical 
disposition.  These  are  epidemical  disorders  of  the  mind, 
ana  if  not  seasonably  corrected  and  suppressed,  will  prova 
very  pernicious  to  particular  communities,  and  viore  espe- 
cially to  such  an  establishment  as  ours. 

Now  there  is  nothing  so  diametrically  opposite  to  them, 
and  so  powerful  an  antidote  against  them,  as  charity  or 
brotherly  love.  For  instance,  are  we  tempted  to  envy  ? 
Charity  guards  the  mind  against  it ;  charity  envieth  not. 
Are  we  tempted  by  pride  ?  Charity  vaunteth  not  itself — 
is  not  pufled  up.  Where  this  virtue  is  predominant, 
humility  is  both  its  companion  and  its  delight ;  for  the 
charitable  man  puts  on  bowels  of  mercy,  kindness,  and 
lowliness  of  mind.  It  is  a  certain  remedy  likewise  against 
all  censoriousness ;  charity  thinketh  no  evil,, but  believ- 
eth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  will  ever  incline  us  to 
believe  and  hope  the  best,  especially  of  a  brother. 

Therefore  let  a  constant  exercise  of  this  Christian  vir- 
tue, so  essential  to  our  present  and  future  happiness,  prove 
our  esteem  for  it ;  ana,  by  its  influence  oti  our  lives  and 
actions,  testify  to  the  world  the  cultivation  of  it  amongst 
us,  that  thev  who  think  or  speak  evil  of  us  may  be  there- 
by confounded  and  put  to  open  shame.  And  as  it  was  a 
proverbial  expression  among  the  enemies  of  Christianity 
in  its  infancy,  See  how  these  Christians  love  one  ano- 
ther," may  the  same,  with  equal  propriety,  be  said  of 
Freemasons :  this  will  convince  the  scofier  and  slanderer 
that  we  are  lovers  of  Him  who  said,  "  If  ye  love  me,  keep 
my  commandments;"  and  ''this  is  my  commandment. 


184 


APPENDIX. 


that  ye  love  one  another  m  I  have  loved  you^  This 
will  prove  to  our  enemies,  that  a  good  Mason  is  a  good 
man  and  a  good  Christian,  and  afford  ourselves  the  great- 
est comfort  here,  by  giving  us  a  well-grounded  hope  of 
admittance  into  the  lodge  of  everlasting  felicitv  here- 
after. 

H. 

AN  O&ATION  DELIVERED  AT  THE  DEDICATION  OF  A  NEW 
FREEMASONS*  HALL. 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  ye,  my  mucL- 
esteemed  Brethren, — ^The  appearance  of  so  numerous  and 
respectable  an  audience,  and  the  infrequency  of  the  occa- 
sion upon  which  it  is  assembled,  induce  me,  before  our 
ceremony  commences,  to  say  something  of  our  art  itself, 
a  task  the  more  pleasing  as  nothing  can  be  truly  said, — 
notwithstanding  the  ridiculous  surmises  of  the  ignorant 
and  uninformed, — but  what  must  redound  to  her  honour; 
for  being  bom  of  Virtue,  like  her  amiable  parent,  she  need 
to  be  seen  only,  and  she  will  raise  our  admiration :  to  be 
known,  and  she  will  claim  our  respect. 

The  antiquity,  extensiveness,  and  utility  of  Masonry, 
are  topics  too  curious  for  so  incompetent  a  speaker,  and 
too  copious  for  so  short  a  moment  as  the  present  oppor- 
tunity affords.  You  will  suffer  me,  therefore,  to  waive 
these  points ;  and  as  we  derive  the  origin  of  our  Craft — 
though  coeval  with  the  Creation^ — more  immediately 
from  the  building  of  Solomon's  Temple,  to  moralize  some 
circumstances  attending  it,  which  I  am  persuaded  will  not 
appear  unsuitable  to  the  occasion  of  our  present  conven- 
tion. 

We  are  told  by  the  Jewish  historian,*  that,  "  the  founda- 
tion of  Solomon's  Temple  was  laid  prodigiously  deep ;  and 
the  stones  were  not  only  of  the  largest  size,  but  hard  and 
firm  enough  to  endure  all  weathers ;  mortised  one  into 
another,  and  wedged  into  the  rock."  What  a  happy 
description  is  this  of  our  mystical  fabric,  the  foundation 
of  which  is  laid  in  truth,  virtue,  and  charity.  Charity,  like 

»  See  Pioveibs  rii.,  22-30. 

'  Josephus, — ^the  translatioii  of  which  by  L'Estrange  is  generally 
quoted,  except  where  it  is  particnlarly  faul<;y« 
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the  patriarch's  ladder,  has  its  foot  placed  upoB  the  earth 
.and  the  top  reacheth  unto  heaven ;  and  behold  the  angels 
of  God  ascending  and  descending  on  it ! — so  deep  and 
large  is  our  eternal  basis ;  and  the  superstructure,  which 
sages  and  legislators,  princes  and  potentates,  have  not 
disdained  to  assist ;  no  trials,  no  persecutions,  will  be  able 
to  shake  it.  The  rains  may  descend,  and  the  floods  come, 
and  the  winds  blow,  and  beat  vehemently  against  it,  yet 
it  will  stand  firm  and  impregnable ;  because,  like  the  wise  , 
man's  house,  it  is  founded  upon  a  rock. 

The  next  emblematical  circumstance  in  Solomon's  Tem- 
ple was  the  order  of  the  fabric.  The  same  historian  tells 
us  that,  "  There  are  several  partitions,  and  every  one  had 
its  covering  apart,  independent  one  of  another ;  but  they 
were  all  coupled  and  fastened  together  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  appeared  like  one  piece,  and  as  if  the  walls  were 
the  stronger  for  them."  It  is  just  the  same  with  our 
society,  which  is  composed  of  dinerent  ranks  and  degrees, 
with  separate  views,  separate  connections,  separate  inter- 
ests; but  we  are  all  one  body,  linked  and  coupled 
together  by  the  indissoluble  bonds  of  friendship  and 
brotherhooa ;  and  it  is  to  this  concord,  this  affinity,  this 
union,  that  we  must  ever  be  indebted  for  our  strength  and 
consequence. 

A  third  particular  remark  in  Solomon's  Temple  was  the 
beauty  of  it.  "The  walls,"  says  the  historian,  "were 
all  of  white  stone,  wainscotted  with  cedar,  and  they  were 
so  artificially  put  together  that  there  was  no  joint  to  be 
discerned,  nor  the  least  sign  of  a  hammer,  or  of  any  tool, 
that  had  come  upon  them."  Is  it,  I  would  ask,  in  the 
power  of  language — those  I  would  ask  who  are  informed 
in  Masonry— is  it  in  the  power  of  language  to  describe 
our  institution  in  fitter  terms  than  these  ?  Integrity  of 
life  and  candour  of  manners  are  the  characteristics,  the 
glory  of  Masons ;  it  is  these  that  must  render  our  names 
worthy  of  cedar;  it  is  these  that  must  immortalize  our 
art  itself.  Adorned  and  inlaid  with  these,  it  has  with- 
stood the  corrosion  of  Time — ^that  worm  whose  cankering 
tooth  preys  upon  all  the  fairest  works  of  Art  and  Nature — 
nay,^  Gothic  barbarism  itself,  whose  desolating  hand  laid 
waste  the  noblest  efibrts  of  genius,  the  proudest  monu- 


Alluding  to  the  ravages  of  the  Visigoths  in  the  5th  century. 
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ments  of  antiquity-— even  Gothic  barbariflm  itself  wm 
not  able  to  destroy  it.  It  was  overcast,  indeed,  for  seve- 
ral centuries  by  that  worse  than  Egyptian  darkness 
which  brooded  over  all  Europe,  just  as  mists  and  clouds 
may  obscure  the  sun,  and  the  whole  creation  may  droop 
for  a  while  under  his  pale  and  sickly  influence;  but 
nothing  can  impair  his  intrinsic  splendour — ^he  will  agun 
burst  forth  with  bridal  glory,  and,  as  our  immortal  poet 
speaks, 

"Bid  the  fields  revive, 
The  birds  their  notes  renew,  and  bleating  herds 
Attest  their  jof,  that  hill  and  valley  rings.'* 

Accordingly,  since  that  disgraceful  era,  Masonry,  to  use 
the  words  of  the  same  poet, 

Has  rear'd  her  drooping  head. 
And  trickt  her  beams,  and  with  new  spangled  ore 
Fhunes  in  the  forehead  of  the  morning  sky." 

To  speak  without  metaphor,  we  now  behold  it,  as  this 
beautiml  edifice  testifies,  in  its  fairest  and  most  flourishing 
state ;  and  may  justly  cry  out,  with  the  Roman  orator. 
Behold  a  sight  which  God  himself,  intent  upon  his  own 
work,  may  regard  with  pleasure!  —  a  society  of  men 
formed  to  support  the  interests  of  science,  virtue,  and 
benevolence,  so  closely  cemented  together,  without  com- 
pulsion or  violence,  that  no  flaw,  no  joint,  can  be  dis- 
cerned; but,  as  our  historian  speaks,  ^*A11  things  are 
so  adjusted  and  accommodated  one  piece  to  another, 
that,  upon  the  whole,  it  looks  more  like  the  work  of 
Providence  and  Nature,  than  the  product  of  art  and 
human  invention." 

But  the  circumstances  which  claim  our  most  earnest 
and  immediate  attention  are  the  ornaments  of  Solomon's 
Temple, — so  applicable  to  our  art,  and  so  figurative  of 
its  excellence,  that  I  trust  it  will  be  no  tre^ass  upon 
your  time  to  dwell  upon  them  more  largely.  We  are 
told  by  the  historian,  that  *'it  was  overlaid  with  gold, 
interwoven  with  beautiful  flowers  and  palm-trees,  adorned 
with  painting  and  sculpture.  Nothing  is  more  observable 
in  the  history  of  mankind  than  that  Masonry  and  civiliza- 
tion, like  twin  sisters,  have  gone  hand  in  hand  together; 
and  that  wealth,  arts,  and  sciences— every  thing  that 
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could  embellish  and  beautify  human  life— have  followed 
their  faithful  steps  and  composed  their  train.  The  very 
orders  of  architecture  mark  the  growth  and  progress  of 
civilization.  Dark,  dreary,  and  comfortless  were  those 
times  when  Masonry  had  never  yet  laid  her  line  nor 
extended  her  compass.  The  race  of  mankind,  in  fiill 
possession  of  wild  and  savage  liberty,  sullen  and  solitary, 
mutually  offending,  and  afraid  of  eaph  other,  shrouded 
themselves  in  thickets  of  the  woods,  or  dens  and  caves 
of  the  earth.  In  these  murky  recesses,  these  sombrous 
solitudes,  Masonry  found  them  out,  and,  pitying  their 
forlorn  and  destitute  condition,  instructed  tnem  to  build 
habitations  for  convenience,  defence,  and  comfort.  The 
habitations  they  then  built^  were,  like  their  manners, 
rugged  and  unseemly,  a  prompt  and  artless  imitation  of 
simple  and  coarse  Nature,  x  et,  rude  and  inelegant  as 
they  were,  they  had  this  excellent  effect,  that,  by  aggre- 
gating mankind,  they  prepared  the  way  for  improvement 
and  civilization.  The  hardest  bodies  will  polish  by  col- 
lision, and  the  roughest  manners  by  communication  and 
intercourse.  Thus  they  lost,  by  degrees,  their  asperity 
and  ruggedness,  and  became  insensibly  mild  and  gentle, 
from  fierce  and  barbarous  nature.  Masonry  beheld  and 
gloried  in  the  change ;  and,  as  their  minds  expanded  and 
softened,  she  showed  them  new  lights,  and  conducted 
them  to  new  improvements.  The  rustic  mansions  pleased 
no  more — they  aimed  at  something  higher  and  nobler, 
and,  deriving  their  ideas  of  symmetry  from  the  human 
form  divine,  they  adopted  that  as  their  model  and  proto- 
type.' At  this  era,  their  buildings,  though  simple  and 
natural,  were  proportioned  in  the  exactest  manner,  and- 
admirably  calculated  for  strength  and  convenience.  Yet 
still  there  was  a  something  wanting — an  ease,  a  grace, 
an  elegance,  which  nothing  but  an  intercourse  with  the 
softer  sex  could  supply.  It  is  from  this  most  amiable  and 
accomplished  part  of  the  creation  that  we  catch  all  those 
bewitching  delicacies,  those  nicer,  gentler,  inexpressible 
graces  which  are  not  to  be  taught  by  dull,  dry  precept, 
for  they  are  far  beyond  all  rules  of  art,  but  are  commu- 
nicated from  them  to  us,  I  know  not  how — shall  I  say 

*  First,  Bustic,  or  Tasoan  Order. 
'  Seoond,  Doric  Order. 
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by  contarionY  Accordingly,  the  succeeding  ordeif  was 
formed  after  the  model  of  a  young  woman,  with  loose, 
dishevelled  hair,  of  an  easy,  elegant,  flowing  shape :  a 
happy  medium  between  the  too  massive  and  too  delicate, 
the  smiple  and  the  rich. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  that  period  when  the  human 
genius, — ^which  we  have  just  seen  in  the  bud,  the  leaf, 
the  flower, — ripened  to  perfection,  and  produced  the 
fairest  and  sweetest  fruit:  every  ingenious  art,  every 
liberal  science,  that  could  delight,  exalt,  refine,  and 
humanize  mankind.  Now  it  was  that  Masonry^  put  on 
her  richest  robes,  her  most  gorgeous  apparel,  and  tricked 
herself  out  in  a  profusion  of  ornaments,  the  principal  of 
which  were  eminently  conspicuous  in  Solomon's  Temple. 
And,  lo !  not  satisfied  with  the  utmost  exertion  of  her 
own  powers,  she  holds  out  her  torch,  and  enlightens  the 
whole  circle  of  arts  and  science.  Commerce  flies  to  her 
on  canvas  wings,  fraught  with  the  produce  and  treasure 
of  the  whole  universe;  painting  and  sculpture  strain 
every  nerve  to  decorate  the  building  she  has  raised ;  and 
the  curious  hand  of  design  contrives  the  furniture  and 
tapestry.  Music,  poetry,  eloquence ; — ^but  whither  does 
this  charming  theme  transport  me?  The  time  would 
fail  me  to  recount  half  the  blessings  accruing  to  mankind 
from  our  most  excellent  and  amiable  institution ;  I  shall 
conclude  this  part  of  my  subject,  therefore,  with  just 
mentioning  another  ornament  of  Solomon's  Temple — the 
two  cherubims  made  of  olive-tree,  whose  wings  expanded 
from  one  wall  to  the  other,  and  touched  in  the  midst. 
The  olive,  you  know,  is  the  symbol  of  peace ;  and  the 
very  essence  of  the  cherubic  order  is  said  to  be  love. 
Let  peace  and  love  for  ever  distinguish  our  society ! — ^let 
no  private  animosities,  or  private  divisions,  pollute  our 
walls! 

^*  Drive  off  from  hence  each  thing  of  guilt  and  sin !" 

The  very  key-stone,  as  it  were,  of  our  mystical  fabric 
is  charity ;  let  us  cherish  this  amiable  virtue,  let  us  make 

•  Third,  Ionic  Order. 

^  Fourthly,  the  Corinthian  Order, — ^the  capital  of  which  took  its 
origin,  sajB  Villapandus,  horn  an  order  in  Solomon's  Temple,  the 
leaves  whereof  were  those  of  the  palm-tree.  The  Composite  Order 
is  not  here  taken  notice  of,  for  reasons  too  obvious  to  mention. 
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it  the  vital  principle  of  our  souls,  "  dear  as  the  ruddy 
drops  that  warm  our  hearts,"  and  it  cannot  fail  to  be  the 
constant  rule  of  our  actions,  the  just  square  of  our  deal- 
ings with  all  mankind.  And,  though  pity  may  plead  in 
more  tender  and  eloquent  terms  for  the  distresses  of  a 
poor  brother,  yet  let  us  be  ready  to  extend  the  hand  of 
relief,  a  far  as  our  circumstances  afford,  to  misfortune  of 
every  kind  wherever  it  meets  us.  It  was  an  everlasting 
reproach  to  the  Jews,  that  they  contracted  their  benevo- 
lence within  the  narrow  sphere  of  their  own  sect  and 
party.  Let  ours  be  free  and  unconfined, — "Dropping, 
like  the  gentle  rain  from  heaven,  upon  the  place  be- 
neath." 

A  good  Mason  is  a  citizen  of  the  world ;  and  his  charity 
should  move  along  with  him,  like  the  sensible  horizon, 
wherever  he  goes,  and,  like  that  too,  embrace  every  object 
as  far  as  vision  extends. 

The  Temple,  thus  beautiful,  thus  complete,  Solomon 
dedicated  to  the  Lord,  in  a  style  of  wonderful  devotion 
and  sublimity  as  far  above  the  most  rapturous  Sights  of 
pagan  eloquence  as  the  religion  of  the  «few8  was  superior 
to  heathen  idolatry  and  superstition. 

"Lord,"  says  he,  "thou  that  inhabitest  eternity,  and 
hast  raised  out  of  nothing  the  mighty  fabric  of  this 
universe — ^the  heavens,  the  air,  the  earth,  and  the  sea ; 
thou  that  fillest  the  whole,  and  every  thing  that  is  in  it, 
and  art  thyself  boundless  and  incomprehensible,  look 
down  graciously  upon  thy  servants,  who  have  presumed 
to  erect  this  house  to  the  honour  of  thy  name !  Let  thy 
Holy  Spirit  descend  upon  it  in  the  blessing  of  thy  peculiar 
presence:  thou  that  arit  everywhere,  deign  also  to  be 
vrith  us !  Thou  that  seest  and  hearest  all  things,  look 
down  from  thy  throne  of  glory,  and  give  ear  to  our  sup- 
plications !  And  if,  at  any  time  hereafter,  thou  shalt  be 
moved  in  thy  just  (Uspleasure  to  punish  this  people  for 
their  transgressions  with  any  of  thy  terrible  judgments, 
— ^famine,  pestilence,  or  the  swora — ^yet,  if  they  make 
supplication,  and  return  to  thee  with  all  their  heart, 
and  with  all  their  soul,  then  hear  thou  in  heaven,  thy 
dwelling-place,  and  forgive  their  sin,  and  remove  thy 
judgments." 

With  these  words  Solomon  cast  himself  upon  the 
ground  in  solemn  adoration ;  and  all  the  people  followed 
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his  example  with  profound  submission  aud  homage.  We 
are  now  going  to  aedicate  this  fair  mansion  to  the  noblest 
purposes — to  Masonry,  virtue,  and  benevolence ;  and  I 
persuade  myself,  from  the  flattering  attention  with  which 
you  have  heard  me,  that  our  ensuing  ceremony  will  be 
regarded  with  becoming  seriousness  and  decent  solemnity. 
Whatever  encourages  the  social  duties,  whatever  advances 
the  interests  of  benevolence,  claims  our  respect  as  men; 
and  it  is  no  flattery  to  our  ancient  and  mystical  institution 
to  affirm  that  it  has  these  two  great  points  ever  in  view. 

There  cannot  be  a  stronger  argument  in  favour  of  our 
society  than  what  may  be  collected  from  the  accounts 
given  us  of  certain  solitaries,  who,  by  secluding  them- 
selves from  mankind,  from  friendly  communication  and 
social  intercourse,  lost  the  human  figure  and  human  sen- 
timents, and  became  like  beasts ;  they  fed  in  the  same 
manner  with  their  fellow  brutes ;  and  if  they  saw  any  of 
the  human  species,  they  fled  away,  and  hid  themselves  in 
eaves  and  inaccessible  holes. 

If  such  be  the  miserable,  abject  consequence  of 
retirement,  whatever,  like  our  institution,  collects  and 
consociates  mankind,  has  a  claim  to  our  warmest  esteem, 
as  conducive  to  public  and  private  utility.  Yet  let  us 
beware  lest,  in  the  unguarded  moments  of  convivial 
cheerfulness,  we  give  too  large  a  scope  to  our  social 
disposition.  Reason  is  the  true  limit,  beyond  which 
temperance  should  never  wander; — when  misled  with 
the  "  sweet  poison  of  misused  wine,"  we  overpass  this 
bound,  we  quench  the  spark  of  divinity  that  is  m  us,  we 
transform  ourselves  into  brutes,  and,  like  those  who  had 
tasted  the  fabulous  cup  of  Circe, 

"  Lose  our  apright  shape, 
And  downward  fall  into  a  grovelling  swine." 

One  word  more,  aftd  I  have  done.  This  Temple  of 
Solomon  looked  towards  the  east;  let  us  frequently 
direct  our  eyes  to  the  same  quarter,  where  the  Day- 
spring  from  on  high  visited  us,  ^here  the  Sun  of  Righte- 
ousness rose  with  healing  in  his  wings,  and  cherubs  and 
seraphs  ushered  in  the  dawn  of  the  evangelic  day  with 
this  gracious  song,  Glory  be  to  God  on  high,  and  in 
earth,  peace,  good- will  towards  men!" 

'  See  tivagrias,  lib.  i.,  Eccles.  Hist. 
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1. 

AN  ORATION  ON  MASONRY. 

The  ceremonies  of  this  day,  together  with  the  duties 
of  my  office,  call  upon  me  to  exhort  the  Brethren  thug 
assembled  to  a  due  exertion  of  the  principles  of  Masonry. 

Fully  to  comprehend  our  profession  is  the  most  certain 
means  of  performing  our  duty.  In  forming  the  society 
of  Free  and  Accepted  MdiSons,  which  is  at  once  religious 
and  civil,  the  utmost  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
honour  of  God. 

In  those  times  when  Freemasonry  had  its  rise,  the 
minds  of  men  were  possessed  of  allegories,  emblems, 
and  mystic  devices,  in  which  peculiar  sciences,  manners, 
and  maxims  were  wrapped  up:  this  was  a  project  arising 
in  the  earliest  ages;  the  Egyptian  priests  secreted  the 
mysteries  of  their  religion  from  the  vulgar  eye,  by 
symbols  and  hieroglyphics,  comprehensible  only  to  those 
of  their  own  order.     The  priests  of  Rome  and  Greece 

Sractised  other  subtleties,  by  which  the  powers  of 
ivination  were  enveiled ;  and  their  oracles  were  intelli- 
gible alone  to  their  brethren,  who  expounded  them  to 
the  people.  Those  examples  were  readiljr  adopted  for 
the  purpose  of  concealing  the  mysteries  of  Masonry. 

We  do  not  regard  ourselves  as  a  society  of  men  arising 
from  mere  architects  and  builders,  but  as  men  professing 
themselves  servants  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  World ; 
and  assuming  sjrmbols  expressive  of  our  being  devoted 
to  the  service  of  the  true  God.  Men  had  experienced 
that  from  religion  all  civil  ties  and  obligations  were 
compacted,  and  that  thence  proceeded  the  only  bonds 
which  could  unite  mankind  in  social  intercourse.  Hence 
it  was  that  our  originals,  the  founders  of  this  society,  laid 
'  the  comer-stone  . of  the  erection  on  the  bosom  of  religion. 

As  a  society  professing  ourselves  servants  of  the  Deity, 
the  lodge  in  which  we  assemble,  when  revealed,  presents 
a  representation  of  the  world — ^the  Great  Architect  hath 
spread  over  the  earth  the  illuminated  canopy  of  heaven 
— such  as  the  veil  wherewith  Solomon  covered  the 
Temple  at  Jerusalem,  of  blue,  of  crimson,  and  purple; 
and  such  is  the  covering  of  the  lodge.  As  an  emblem 
of  God's  power,  his  goodness,  his  omnipresence  and 
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eternity,  the  lodge  is  adorned  with  the  image  of  the 
Bun;  which  he  ordained  to  rise  from  the  east  and  open 
the  day,  to  call  forth  the  people  of  the  earth  to  tneir 
worship,  and  to  their  exercise  in  the  walks  of  virtue. 

Remembering  the  wonders  in  the  be^nnin^,  we  wear 
the  figures  of  the  sun  and  moon ;  thence  impljdng,  that 
we  claim  the  auspicious  countenance  of  Heaven  on  our 
virtuous  deeds;  and,  as  true  Masons,  stand  redeemed 
from  darkness,  and  are  become  the  sons  of  light — 
acknowledging  in  our  profession  our  reverence  and 
adoration  of  Him  who  gave  light  unto  his  works ;  and  by 
our  practice  showing  that  we  carry  our  emblems  into 
real  life,  as  the  children  of  light,  by  turning  our  backs 
on  works  of  darkness,  obscenily  and  drunkenness,  hatred 
and  malice,  Satan  and  his  dominions;  preferring  charity, 
benevolence,  temperance,  chastity  and  brotherly  love,  as 
that  acceptable  service  on  which  the  Great  Master  of  all, 
from  his  beatitude,  looks  down  with  approbation. 

The  same  divine  hand  (pouring  forth  gifts  of  benevo- 
lence) which  hath  blest  us  with  the  sights  of  his  glory  in 
the  heavens,  hath  also  spread  the  earth  with  a  beauteous 
carpet — he  hath  wrought  it,  as  it  were,  in  Mosaic  work; 
and  that  he  might  still  add  beauty  to  the  earth,  he  hath 
skirted  and  bordered  it  with  the  wavy  ocean. 

As  the  steps  of  man  tread  incessantly  in  the  various 
and  uncertain  incidents  of  life,  as  our  days  are  chequered 
with  innumerable  events,  and  our  passage  through  this 
existence  is  attended  with  a  variety  of  circumstances,  so 
is  the  lodge  furnished  with  Mosaic  work,  to  remind  m 
of  the  precariousness  of  our  state  on  earth  ; — ^to-day  our 
feet  tread  in  prosperity,  to-morrow  we  totter  on  the 
uneven  paths  of  weakness,  temptation,  and  adversity; — 
whilst  this  emblem  is  before  us,  we  are  instructed  to 
boast  of  nothing,  to  have  compassion,  and  to  give  aid  to 
those  in  distress;  to  walk  uprightly,  and  with  humility. 

The  emblem  of  Prudence  is  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  lodge,  and  is  the  first  and  most  exalted  object  there : 
ever  to  be  present  to  the  eye  of  the  Mason,  that  his  heart 
may  be  attentive  to  her  dictates,  and  steadfast  in  her 
laws ;  for  Prudence  is  the  rule  of  all  the  virtues.  Pru- 
dence is  the  channel  where  self-approbation  flows  for 
ever.  Fortitude,  Temperance,  and  Justice,  are  enfolded 
in  her  girdle.    She  leaas  us  forth  to  worthy  actions,  and, 
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M  «  blaamg  star,  enhgktons  ua  tfarongH  the  dottbtfalneM 
and  darkness  of  thii»  worlcL 

We  Masons  |>rofess  the  ]Hrinciple  of  Fortitude,  hy 
which,  in  the  midst  of  pressing  evils,  we  are  enabled 
always  to  do  that  Which  is  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  . 
riffht  reason. 

We  j^r&£e8M  the  spirit  of  Temperance,  as  being  a 
moderating,  or  restraininff  of  our  affections  and  passions ; 
especially  in  sobriety  and  chastity.  We  regard  ^mper- 
ance  under  the  various  definitions  of  moralists,  as  constir 
tuting  honesty,  deoency,  and  bashfulness;  and  in  its 
potential  parts,  instituting  meekness,  clemency,  and 
modesty^ 

We  proiess  Justiee,  as  dictating  to  ua  to  do  right  to 
all,  and  to  yield  to  every  man  whatsoever  belongeth  to 
him. 

We  put  on  white  raiment  as  a  type  6f  Innocence — 
that  apparel  which. truly  implies  the  innocetfcy  of  the 
heart  is  a  badge  more  honourable  than  ever  was  devised 
by  kingfr— the  Roman  Eagle,  with  all  the  orders^  of 
knighthood,  are  mudi  inferior ;  they  may  be  prostituted 
by  the  caprice  of  princes,  but  innocence  is  innate,  and 
cannot  be  adopted^     •     ,      ,  ^ 

That  Innocence  should  be  the  pr(^fessed  principle  of  a 
Mason  oeeasiojis  no  astonishment,  when  we  consider  that 
the  discovery  of  the  Deity  whom  we  serve  leads  lis  to 
the  knowledge  of  these  maxims  wherewith  he  may  be 
well  pleased;— ^be  very  idea  of  a  God  is  suoeeeded  by 
the  belief  thftt  he  can  approve  of  nothing  that  ir  evil ; 
-^and  when  first  our  predecessors  professed  themselves 
servants  of  the  Architect  of  the  World;  as  Mi  indispens- 
able duty  they  professed  innocency,  and  put  on  white 
raiment  as  a  type  and  characteristic  of  their  conviction, 
and  of  their  bemg  devoted  to  his  will. 

Our  jewels,  or  ornamenfts,  imply  that  we  tjry  our 
affections  by  justice,  and  oiir  actions  by  truth,  ^  the 
square  tries  the  workmanship  of  the  mechanic. 

That  we  regard  out  moral  state,  whether  it  is  dignified  ; 
by  titles  or  not,  whether  it  bd  opulent  or  indigent,  a« 
being  of  one  nature  in  the  beginning,  and  of  one  rank 
in  its  close-in  sensations,  passions,  and  pleasures,  in 
infirmitieB,  maladies,  and  wants,  bI\  mankind  are  on  a 
parallel;— ^Nature  there  hath  given  us  no  superiorities — 
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80  W6  profess  to  hold  our  estimates' of  our  brother,  wbeo 
Ub  calamities  call  for  our  counsel  or  our  aid.  Yirtae 
gives  us  the  equaUty-^the  works  of  charity  are  indift- 
criminate,  and  benevolence  acts  upon  the  leyel.  The 
emblem  of  these  sentiments  is  aootnei  of  the  jewels  of 
of  our  society. 

To  walk  uprightly  before  heaven  and  brfore  men  is 
the  duty  of  a  Mason;  to  try  his  actions  by  the  role,  as 
the  builder  raises  his  column  by  the  plane  and  perpen- 
dicular, the  Mason  shoiild  stand  approved  by  the  jewel 
which  he  wears. 

Geometry  is  the  trial  of  the  craftsmen — a  science 
through  whose  pow^  it  is  given  to  man  to  discover  the 
order  of  the  heavenly  bodiesi  their  revolutions,  and  their 
stationsr-*to  define  the  wisdom  of  the  Great  Architect  of 
the  Creation — ^to  prove  the  mightiness  of  his  works,  and 
the  greatn^s  of  his  love. 

The  importance  of  secrecy  amongst  ns  is,  that  we 
may  not  be  deceived  in  the  disposition  of  our  charities— 
that  we  macy  not  be  betrayed  in  the  tenderness  of  oar 
benevolence^  and  others  usurp  the  portion  which  is  [m- 
pared  for  those  of  our  own  family. 

To  betray  the  watch^word,  which  would  keep  tiie 
enemy  from  the  walls  of  our  citadel,  so  as  to  open  our 
strongholds  to  robbers  and  deceivers,  is  as  great  k  moral 
crime  as  to  show  the  common  thief  the  weaknesses  and 
secret  places  of  our  neighbours'  dwellings,  that  be  may 
pillage  their  treasures ;  nay,  it  is  greater,  for  it  is  like 
aiding  the  sacrilegious  robber  to  ransack  the  holy  places, 
V  and  steal  the  sacred  vessels  devoted  to  the  most  solemn 
rites  of  religion ; — ^it  is  snatchinff  from  the  divine  hand  of 
Charity  the  balm  which  she  holds .  forth  to  heal  the  dis- 
tresses of  her  children— the  cordial  cup  of  consolation, 
which  she  offers  to  the  lip  of  calamity,  and  the  sustenance 
her  fainting  infants  should  receive  from  the  bosom  of  her 
celestial  love. 

As  this,  then,  is  the  importance  of  a  Mason's  secre^nr, 
wherefore  should  the  world  wander  that  the  most  prom- 
gate  tongue  which  ever  had  expression  hath  not  revealed 
it; — ^the  sport  is  too  deadly  to  afford  diversion  even  to 
the  most  abandoned; — ^rt  was  mentioned  by  divine  lips 
as  a  criminality  not  in  Nature;  What  man  is  theve  of 
you,  whom,  if  his  son  ask  for  bread,  will  give  him  a 
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stone?  or  if  be*  ask  for  a  fish,  will  give  him  a  serpent 
Then,  can  there  a  Mason  so  iniquitous  amongst 
Masons  as  to  conduct  ihe  thief  to  steal  frokn  his  sick 
brother  the  medicine  that  should  restore  Im  health,  the 
balsam  which  should  close  his  wounds — ^the  clotbing 
which  should  shield  his  trembling  limbs  from  the  severity 
of  the  winter — ^the  drink  which  should  moisten  his  lips 
— the  bread  which  should  save  his  soul  alive  ? 

Our  society  is  graced  with  charity^  the  true  objects 
of  which  are  Merit  and  Virtue  in  distress ;  persons  who 
are  become  incapable  of  extricating  themselves  from 
,  misfortunes  which  have  overtaken  them  in  old  age— 
industriouer  men,  firom  inevitable  accidents  and  acts  of 
providence,  rushed  into  ruin — ^widows  left  survivors  of 
their  husbands,  by  whose  labour  they  subsisted— orphans 
in  tender  years,  left  naked  to  an  adverse  world. 

Hard-hearted  covetousness  and  proud  titles,  can  ye 
behold  such  objects  with  dry  eyes?  He  whose  bosom 
is  locked  up  against  compassion  is  a  barbarian ! 

But  Charity  wben  misapplied  loses  her  titles,  an'd 
instead  of  being  adorned  with  the  dre§s  of  virtue  assumes 
the  insignificance  of  folly; — when  charity  is  bestowed 
beyond  a  paan's  ability,  and  to  the  detriment  of  his  family, 
it  becomes  a  sacrifice  to  superstition  or  ostentation,  and, 
like  incense  to  idols,  is  disapproved  in  heaven. 

We  Are  united  by  brotherly  love,  the  most  material 
parts  of  which,  amongst  us,  are  mutual  good  offices,  and 
speaking  well  of  each  other  to  the  world; — ^mOst  espe- 
cially,  it  is  expected  of  every  member  of  this  fraternity, 
that  he.  should  not  traduce  his  brother.  Calumny  and 
slander  are  most  detestable  crimes  against  society; 
nothing  can  be  viler  than  to  speak  ill  of  any  one  behind 
his  back ;  it  is  like  the  villany  of  an  assassin,  who  has 
not  virtue  enough  to  give  his  adversary  the  means  of 
self-defence,  but,  lurking  in  darkness,  stabs  him  whilst 
he  is  unarmed  and  unsuspicious  of  an  enemy. 

To  give  a  man  his  just  and  due  character  is  so  eas^  a 
duty,  that  it  is  not  possible  for  a  benevolent  disposition 
to  avoid  it;  it  is  a  degree  of  common  justice  which 
honesty  itself  prompts  one  to :  it  is  not  enough  that  we 
.  refrain  from  slander,  but  it  is  required  of  Masons  that 
they  speak  graciously  and  with  afiection,  withholding 
nothing  that  can  be  uttered  to  a  brother's  praise,  or  his 
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good  name,  with  troth*  What  a  pleasoM  dotli  it  give 
the  heart-feeling  benevolent  dispoaition  to  give  pnue 
where  due :  there  is  a  selfish  joy  in  good*speaking,  as 
■elf-approbation  succeeds  it ;  besides,  th^  breast  of  a  man 
feels  enlarged,  whilst  he  utters  the  praise  due  to  his 
neighbour;  and  be  experiences  all  the  finest  sense  irf'his 
love,  whilst     moves  others  to  love  him. 

The  neutral  disposition,  frigid  and  reserved,  neither 
spells  good  nor  evu ;  but  the  man  tasting  brotherly  love 
is  warm  to  commend ;  it  is  an  easy  and  cheap  means  of 
bestowing  good  gifts,  and  working  good  works ;  for  by  a 
just  praise  to  industry,  you  recommend  the  industrioas 
man  to  those  to  whom  he  might  nev^  have  been  known; 
and  thereby  enlarge  his  cremt  and  his  trade ;  by  a  just 
commendation  of  merit,  you  may  open  the  paths  of 
advancement,  through  those  whose  power  might  never 
have  been  petitioned— by  a  proper  praise  of  genius  and 
art,  you  may  rouse  the  attention  of  those  patrons,  to 
whom  the  ^eatest  merits  might  have  remamed  undis- 
covered— ^it  IS  a  degree  of  justice  which  every  man  has  a 
right  to  firom  his  brother,  that  bis  virtues  be  not  concealed. 
To  shroud  the  imperfections  of  our  friend,  and  cloak 


quently  befitting  a  Masons  even  the  truth  should  not  be 
told  at  all  times;  for  where  we  cannot  approve,  we 
should  pity  in  silence..  What  pleasure  or  profit  can 
there  arise  by  exposing  the  errors  of  a  brother?  To 
exhort  him  is  virtiioiis,  to  revile  him  is  inhuman,  to  set 
him  out  as  an  object  of  ridicule  is  inYenud. 

From  hence,  we  must  necessarily  determine  that  the 
duty  of  a  good  Mason  leads  him  to  work  the  works  of 
benevolence ;  and  his  heart  is  touched  with  joy  whilst 
he  acts  within  her  precepts.  Let  us,  therefore,  be 
steadfast  and  immovai  lie.  in  our  ordinances,  that  we  be 
proved  to  have  a  tongue  df  good  report. 

In  the  ceremonies  of  the  day,  we 'commemorate  the 
mighty  work  of  the  Creator  in  the  beginning,  when  the 
foundations  of  this  world,  of  times  and  seasons,  were 
established.  The  placing  the  first  stone  of  the  intended 
erection,  takes  its  import  from  the  emblematical  tenor  of 
the  work,  and  not  from  our  labour  as  mechanics — it  did 
not  require  the  hands  of  a  Free  and  Accepted  Mason  to 
place  it  firmer  on  its  basis  than  a  stone-cutter  or  a 


charitable,  and  conse- 
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builder. — ^But  in  this  work  we  appear  as  seryants  of  the, 
Divinity,  supplicating  for  his  .approbation,  and  for  pros- 
perity to  the  undertaking;  remembering  the  Corner- 
stone of  that  building  on  which  the  salvation  of  the 
world  was  founded ;  remembering  the  mighty  works  of 
the  Deity,  when  he  suspended  thei  planets  in  their 
stations,  and  founded  the  axis  of  the  earth. 

In  such  a  work,  it  may  not  be  esteemed  profane  to 
use  the  Apostle's  words  to  the  Corinthians, — "  According 
to  the  grace  of  God,  which  is  given  to  me  as  a  wise 
master-builder,  I  have  laid  the  foundation,"  since  my 
duty  this  day  is  a  commemoration  of  the  might,  majestv, 
and  benevolence  of  the  Great  Master  of  all,  whose  temple 
is  the  universe,  the  pillars  of  whose  work  are  Wisdom, 
Strength  and  Beauiy;  for  his  wisdom  is  infinite,  his 
strength  is  in  omnipotence,  and  beauty  stands  forth, 
in  all  his  creation,  in  symmetry  and  order.  He  bath 
stretched  forth  the  heaven  as  a  canopy,  and  the  earth  he 


with  the  stars,  as  wdth  a  diadem ;  and  in  his  hand  he 
holdeth  forth  the  power  and  the  glory ;  the  sun  and 
moon  are  messengers  of  his  will  to  worlds  imnumbered^ 
and  all  his  laws  are  concord. 


AN  ORATION  AT  THB  DEDICATION  OP  FREEMASONS'  HALL, 
IN  SUNDERLAND,  ON  THE  t6TH  DAY  OF  JULY,  1778, 
BY  BROTHER  W.  HUTCHINSON. 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  ye,  my  much 
esteemed  Brethren, — ^Institutions,  religious  or  civil,  if 
not  founded  on  the  strictest  rules  of  propriety,  will  soon 
sink  into  ruin.  By  the  perpetuity  we  must  necessarily 
distinguish  the  propriety  of  the  institution. 

From  this  argument  men  are  led  to  determine  that 
our  society  is  supported  by  the  purest  maxims,  aa  it  hm 
continued  through  innumerable  ages  unshaken  in  its 
principles,  and  uncorrupted  by  innovations. 

We  are  not  to  search  for  our  antiquity  in  the  mytho- 
logy of  Greece  or  Rome— we  advance  into  remoter  ages. 
Religion  was  the  original  and  constituent  principle ;  & 
recognition  of  the  Deity  first  distinguished  us  from  the 
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rest  of  inankind ;  our  predecessors  searched  for  the  dime 
essence  in  the  wonders  di8]3la7ed  on  the  face  of  Nature; 
they  discovered  supreme  wisdom  in  the  order  of  the  uni- 
verse— in  the  stellarjr  system  they  traced  the  power,  in 
the  seasons  and  their  changes  the  bounty,  and  in  animal 
Kfe  the  benevolence,  of  God ;  every  argument  brought 
with  it  conviction,  and  every  object  confirmation,  that 
all  the  'wonders  daily  displayed  to  the  eye  of  man  were 
only  to  be  produced  by  some  superlative  being,  and 
maintained  by  his  superintendency.  It  was  from  such 
conviction  that  men  oegan  to  class  themselves  in  reli- 
gious societies.  No  rational  mind  could  confess  the 
being  of  a  Supreme,  from  whose  hand  such  bounties 
were  poured  forth,  and  by  whose  miraculous  power  such 
a  complex  existence  as  man  was  sustained  (to  whom 
even  himself  is  a  system  of  insoluble  miracles),  without 
conceiving  that,  for  the  attainment  of  his  approbation, 
we  should  fill  our  souls  with  gratitude,  and  miitate  his 
universal  benevolence. 

In  benevolence  is  comprehended  the  whole  law  of 
society;  and,  whilst  we 'weigh  our  obligations  towards 
mankind  by  the  divine  assay,  Love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyself,"  we  must  deduce  this  second  rule,  which  includes 
all  the  moral  law,  "Do  unto  all  men  as  thou  wouldst 
they  should  do  imto  thee." 

The  natural  wants  and  infirmities  of  human  life  would 
very  early  be  discovered,  and  the  necessitv  of  mutual 


were  regulated  by  religious  principles,  and  man's  natural 
fepocitv  was  subdued,  we  may  readily  conceive  few 
examples  of  virtue  took  place.  Our  predecessors  were 
the  first  who  tasted  of  this  felicity. 

I  may  venture  to  assert,  that  it  was  the  only  conse- 
quence which  could  ensue,  Whilst  men  were  looking  up 
to  the  Divinity  through  his  works,  that  they  would  con- 
clude the  sun  was  the  region  where,  in  celestial  glory,  the 
Deity  reposed. 

We  discover  in  the  Amonian  and  Egyptian  rites,  the 
most  perfect  remains  of  those  originals  to  whom  our 
society  refers.  We  are  told  they  esteemed  the  soul  of 
man  to  be  an  emanation  of  the  Supreme,  and  a  spirit 
detached  firom  the  seraphic  bands  which  filled  the  solar 
mansions  and  surrounded  the  throne  of  Majesty.  They 
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looked  up  to  this  grand  luminary  as  the  native  realm  from 
whence  they  were  sent  on  this  earthly  pilgrimage,  and 
to  which  they  should,  in  the  end,  return*  The  figure 
of  the  sun  was  at  once  a  memorial  of  their  divine  origin, 
a  badge  of  the  religious  faith  thay  professed,  and  a  moni- 
tor of  those  principles  which  should  conduct  and  ensure 
their  restoration.  How  soon,  or  to  what  extreme,  super- 
stition aod  bigotry  debased  this  emblem,  is  a  research 
painful  and  unprofitable.  ^ 

It  was  a  custom,  in  remote  antiquil^,  to  consecrate 
and  devote  to  the  service  of  the  Deity  places  and  altars ; 
the  many  instances  in  Holy  Writ  need  not  be  enumerated 
to  this  assembly;  it  will  suffice  to  mention  that  several 
of  them  were  named^  El  and  Beth-el,  the  literal  transla- 
tion of  which  leaves  no  doubt  of  the  consecration.  From 
thence  we  derive  the  original  composition  of  the  two 
characters,  the  artificer  and  devotee ;  thence  our  present 
rules  and  maxims  were  deduced ;  and  thence,  also,  arose 
the  mixed  assumption  of  these  badges  of  architects  and 
religious. 

Xt  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  the  first  principles  of 
natural  religion  should  be  extended  hither  from  the  re- 
gions of  the  east ;  for  we  are  told,  by  authors  of  undoubted 
authority,  the  Germans  and  Scandinavians,  in  very  early 
aces,  had  received  the  Amoiiian  rites  ;^  the  Amonians 
also  possessed  all  the  borders  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  the 
Phcenicians  and  their  allies,  for  merchandise,  gained 
access  to  the  coast  of  Britain.  Amongst  the  many  tribes 
of  Amonians  which  spread  themselves  abroad  were  to  be 
found  a  people  who  were  styled  Anakim,  and  were 
descendea  of  the  sons  of  Anak;  they  were  particularly 
famous  for  architecture,  which,  accormng  to  the  authority 
of  Herodotus,  they  introduced  into  Greece.  In  all  parts 
whither  they  came  they  erected  noble  structures,  emi- 
nent for  their  beauty  and  splendour,  which  they  dedi- 
cated to  the  Deity.  Wherever  they  settled  they  were 
remarkable  for  their  superiority  in  science,  and  particu- 
larly for  their  skill  in  building.  Whenever  the  hands  of 
our  brethren  have  been  exercised  in  architecture,  they 
have  been  employed  as  devotees  in  erecting  temples  to 
the  service  of  Heaven.   We  find  them  with  Moses  in  the 


■  Gen.  xzYiu.,  18. 
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wilderne8§»'  and  with  Solomon  at  Jeruaalem,  under  the 
distinctions  of  the  Righteous  and  Wise-hearted.  The 
idolatrous  and  impious^  were  not  admitted  to  partake  im 
the  acceptable  service,  in  which  alone  clean  hands  (hands 
unstained  with  the  works  of  iniquity)  and  pious  hearts, 
which  had  received  the  beatific  gift  of  divine  wisdom* 
could  be  received  to  the  labour. 

After  the  benign  influence  of  Christianity  wevailed, 
4&nd,  with  healing  in  her  wings,  had  passed  through 
Europe,  religious  works  continued  to  attend  this  society, 
and  grew  into  great  splendour  in  the  foundation  of  monas- 
teries and  abbeys.  Many  holy  artificers  attended  the 
crusades,'  for  the  purpose  of  building  churches  in  Pales- 
tine. In  our  first  stage  we  see  the  devotee,  with  his  own 
hands,  erecting  the  sacred  column,  which  he  sanctifies 
with  the  name  of  El, — ^literally  implpng,  '*  The  true 
God,*'  where  he  performed  his  religious  oiBces ;  the  place 
having  been  rendered  holy  by  the  presence  of  the  Deity,  as 
it  was  with  Jacob.  In  the  second  and  third  classes  we 
observe  them  divided  in  two  orders,  and  those  who 
laboured  were  distinct  from  the  rest  of  the  brethren ;  yet 
there  was  no  diminution  of  honour  in  the  one,  or  increase 
of  pre-eminence  in  the  other — ^they  were  all  Masons. 

Our  reverend  and  learned  brother.  Dr.  Scott,  in  his 
excellent  oration,  pointed  mt  to  us  that  the  progressive 
advancements  in  human  civilization  were  perfectly  dis- 
tinguished by  the  steps  of  architecture.  As  men  arose 
from  the  state  of  Nature,  through  the  cultivation  of 
society,  the  genius  of  art  was  developed  and  set  forth,  to 
contribute  to  the  ease  and  elegance  of  human  life ;  firom 
the  cavern  and  grotto,  which  first  sheltered  the  human 
race  from  the  inclemency  of  seasons,  edifices  more  com- 
modious were  invented.  As  the  joys  of  common  inter- 
course and  mutual  aids  were  experienced,  meii  exercised 
their  talents  in  projecting  suitable  structures  to  receive 
the  growing  societies ;  and,  at  len^h,  places  for  divine 
worahip,  where  congregations  might  assemble,  were 
devised.  In  the  process  of  ages  these  talents  ex]>erienced 
a  refinement ;  elegance  took  place,  and  proportion,  sym- 

'  ExoduB  zzzi.    1  Kings  y.   2  Chron.  ii. 

*  The  Samaritans  being  idolaton^ 

*  The  Anglo-Saxon  Antiq. 
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metry,  and  ornament  were  studied.  Ab  the  cavern  iiad 
furnished  the  first  idea  of  the  mansion,  and  as  the  sacred 
groves  and  forests,  held  to  be  hallowed  in  the  primitive 
ages,  had  given  the  first  model  of  columns  and  arches  for 
t^ples,^  so  it  can  be  no  matter  of  astonishment  that 
men,  who  had  formed  their  original  plan  from  Nature, 
shoidd  resort  to  Nature  for  their  lessons  of  proportion 
and  omoEDent  to  complete  their  labours.  The  eye  that 
was  charmed  with  the  fair  sex«  the  heart  Ibat  was  con- 
scious of  woman's  elegance  and  beauty,  would  instantly 
catch  the  idea  from  thence,  and,  fired  with  this  favourite 
object,  transpose  the  fair  symmetry  to  the  system  he 
was  studying.  It  was  a  natural  transposition — nothing 
could  be  conceived  nu>re  likely  to  refine  the  maxims  of 
the  architect's  design,  who  was  touched  with  such  pas- 
sion and  sentiment  as  ihe  poet  happily  expresses :~ 

On  she  came ; 
Grace  was  in  all  her  steps,  heaven  in  her  eye, 
In  ev'ry  eestnre  di^ty  and  loTe. 
(He)  led  her.  Mushing  like  the  mom ;  all  hearen 
And  happj  constellations,  on  that  hour, 
Shed  then:  selectest  influence ;  the  earth 
Gaye  sign  of  ^atulation,  and  each  hill ; 
Joyous  the  birds ;  fresh  gales  and  genlle  airs 
Whisper'd  it  to  the  woods,  and,  frcMm  tbeir  wings. 
Flung  io8ee*-flung  odours  from  the  spicy  shrub, 
Desporting,  till  the  amorous  bird  of  ni^t 
Sunff  spoi^ieJ,  and  bid  haste  the  eyening  star 
On  his  nill  top  to  light  the  bridal  lamp." 

Mnmm's  Paradise  Lost, 

This  day  we  dedicate  a  house  to  the  peculiar  services 
of  our  society:  the  secrets  and  mysteries  there  to  be 
exercised  are  wholly  consistent  with  the  purest  maxims  of 
the  Christian  revelation :  they  are  peculiar  to  us  in  formt 
but,  in  effect,  pertinent  to  the  principles  of  every  moral 
and  religious  man.  The  first  character  of  a  Mason  which 
passes  these  gates  and  is  revealed  to  the  eyes  of  the  world 
IS  Charity;  the  amiableness  of  this  part  of  our  profession 
deifies  this  panegyric.  The  heart  of  humanity  feels  its 
divine  influence ;  compassion  acknowledges  kindred  with 
the  spirits  of  Heaven.  We  do  not  arrogate  to  ourselves 
a  more  stiblime  possession  of  this  virtue  than  others ;  but 
we  profess  it  an  ordination  which  we  are  bound  to  obey, 


*  Archaplogia,  t<^.  L,  p.  40. 
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and  a  daty  which  must  necefisarily  perform.  The 
ordinary  motives  are  felt  by  this  whole  assembly ;  in  bene- 
volence to  our  fellow-creatares  we  are  all  Masons.  The 
miseries  of  human  life,  the  misfortunes  of  mankind,  are 
equally  objects  with  all;  but  we  singularly  attach  our- 
selves to  their  relief. 

The  next  distinguishing  characteristic  is  truth ;  excel- 
lent as  the  duty  may  seem,  difficult  in  its  accomplish- 
ments, and  happy  in  its  consequences,  no  man,  professing 
himself  a  Mason,  stai^ds  approved  without  possessing  this 
jewel  uncontaminated  with  the  fashions  of  the  age;  pure 
as  the  celestial  ray  first  descended,  unstained  by  rhetori- 
cations  and  mental  reservation,  she  is  possessed  by  us, 
wholly,  undivided,  and  in  the  simplest  character.  We 
must  not  only  speak  of  each  other  nothing  but  truth,  but 
we  must  pronounce  all  that  is  truth ;  for  supj^ression  is  a 
crime  as  well  as  an  infringement.  Thus  it  is  with  us, 
the  guilty  seldom  escape  retribution,  or  the  meritorious 
go  without  a  reward. 

I  have  already  trespassed  on  this  audience;  time  so 
limited  will  not  suffer  me  to  expatiate  on  all  the  excel- 
lences of  our  Order.  It  must  suffice  that  I  express  a  sincere 
hope,  as  our  maxims  are  void  of  offence,  that  they  will 
claim  the  patronage  of  the  good  and  wise.  As  we  avow 
our  fidelity  to  the  best  of  kings,  and  our  firm  attachment 
to  the  excellent  constitution  and  laws  of  this  realm,  we 
may  still  possess  the  support  and  countenance  of  govern- 
ment. And  as  our  internal  rules  are  deviaed  for  the 
honour,  protection,  and  welfare  of  each  individual  of  the 
society,  I  entreat  that  every  member,  by  his  conduct, 
may  prove  to  the  observing  world  it  is  not  a  superficial 
profession  which  distinguishes  him  to  be  a  Mason,  but 
his  virtue,  his  temperance,  and  morality. 

L. 

▲  LETTER  FROM  MR.  JOHN  LOCKE  TO  THE  RIGHT  HON. 
THOMAS,  EARL  OF  PEMBROKE. 

Mat  6,  1696. 

Mt  Lord, — have  at  length,  by  the  help  of  Mr.  Col- 
lins, procured  a  copy  of  that  MS.  in  the  Bodleian  library, 
which  you  were  so  curious  to  see,  and,  in  obedience  to 

Jour  lordship's  commands,  I  herewith  send  it  to  you. 
[ost  of  the  notes  annexed  to  it  are  what  I  made  yester- 
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day,  for  the  reading  of  my  Lady  Masham ;  who  is  become 
80  fond  of  Masonry  as  to  say,  that  she  now,  more  than 
ever,  wishes  herself  a  man,  that  she  might  be  capable  of 
admission  into  the  fraternity. 

The  MS.,  of  which  this  is  a  copy,  appears  to  be  about 
160  years  old ;  yet  (as  your  lordsnip  will  observe  by  the 
title)  it  is  itself  a  copy  of  one  yet  more  ancient  by  100 
y'ears ;  for  the  original  is  said  to  have  been  the  handwrit- 
mg  of  King  Henry  VI.  Where  that  prince  had  it,  is  at 
present  an  uncertainty;  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  an 
examination  (taken,  perhaps,  before  the  king)  of  some  one 
of  the  brotherhood  of  Masons ;  among  whom  he  entered 
himself,  as  it  is  said,  when  he  came  out  of  his  minority, 
and  thenceforth  put  a  stop  to  a  persecution  that  had  been 
raised  against  them ;  but  1  must  not  detain  your  lordship 
longer,  by  my  preface,  from  the  thin^  itself. 

I  know  not  what  effect  the  siffht  of  this  old  paper  may 
have  upon  your  lordship ;  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  can- 
not deny  that  it  has  so  much  raised  my  curiosity  as  to 
induce  me  to  enter  myself  into  the  fraternity,  which  I  am 
determined  to  do  (if  I  may  be  admitted),  the  next  time  I 
go  to  London,  and  that  will  be  shortly. 
I  am,  my  lord, 

Tour  lordship's  most  obedient, 

And  most  humble  servant, 

John  Locke. 

M. 

GEKTATirB  QT7BSTY0NS,  WTTH  ANSWERES  TO  THE  SAME, 
GONGERNINa  THE  MYSTERY  OF  MACONRYB,  WRITBNB 
BY  THE  HANDE  OF  KYNGE  HENRYE,  THE  SYXTHE  OF 
THE  NAME,  AND  FAYTHFULLYE  COPYED  BY  MB,'  JOHAN 
LEYLANDE,  ANTIQUARIUS. — ^BY  THE  COMMAND  OP  HIS* 
mOHNESSB. 

They  be  as  followthe : 
Q.  What  motte  ytt  be?« 

^  John  Le^lande  was  appointed  by  Henry  VIII.,  at  the  dissolution 
of  monastenes,  to  search  for  and  save  such  hooks  and  records  as 
were  yahiable  among  them.  He  was  a  man  of  great  lahonr  and 
industry. 

*  His  Highnesse,  meaning  the  said  King  Henry  YIII.  Oar  kings 
had  not  then  the  title  of  Majesty. 

'  That  is,  what  may  this  mystery  of  Masonry  be?   The  answer 
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A.  Ttt  beeth  the  AyUe  of  Nature,  tilie  anderetondyiige 
of  the  myghte  that  js  hereynne,  and  its  sondiye  werck- 
jiiffes;  aonderlyche,  the  skylle  of  rectenyDgs,  of  waightes 
and  met^nges,  and  the  trea  manere  of  faconnynge  al 
thinges  for  mannes  oae;  headlye,  dwellynges,  ana  bnyld- 
ynget  of  alle  kindes,  and  al  odher  thynges  tiiat  make  gadde 
to  manne* 

Q.  Where  dyd  ytt  begynne? 

A.  Ytt  dyd  begynne  with  the*  fiyrgte  menne  in  the  este, 
whych  were  before  the*  fiyrste  manne  of  the  weste,  and 
comynge  weatiye,  ytt  hathe  broughte  herwyth  alle  com* 
fortes  to  the  wylde  and  comfortlesse. 

Q.  Who  dyd  brynge  ytt  westlye? 

A.  The*  Venetians,  who  beynge  great  merchaondes, 
corned  fiyrste  ffromme  the  este  ynn  Venetia,  for  the  com- 
modytye  of  marchaundysynge  beithe  este  and  west,  bey 
the  redde  and  myddlelonc  le  sees* 

Q.  Howe  comede  ytt  yn  Engelonde? 

A.  Peter  Gower,*  a  Grecian,  joumeyedde  flbr  kunnynge 

tmporto  tbat  it  conaists  in  natural,  mathematical,  and  mechanical  know* 
leoge.  Some  part  of  which  (as  appears  hj  What  follows)  the  Masons 
pretend  to  have  taught  the  rest  or  mankind,  and  8<>me  part  they  still 
conceal. 

*  It  should  seem  by  this  that  Masons  beHeve  there  were  men  in  the 
east  before  Adam,  who  is  called  **the  ferrate  manne  of  the  weste;*' 
and  that  arts  and  sciences  beean  in  the  east  Some  authors  of  great 
note  for  learning  have  been  of  the  same  opinion ;  and  it  is  certain  that 
Europe  and  Afnca  (which,  in  respect  to  Asia,  may  be  called  westen 
countries),  were  wild  and  savage,^  lonff  after  arts  and  politeness  of 
manners  were  in  great  perfection  in  China  and  the  Indies. 

*  In  tiie  times  of  momdsh  ignorance,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  Fboe- 
nicians  should  be  mistaken  for  the  Venetians.  Or  perhaps,  if  the 
people  were  not  taken  one  for  the  other,  similitude  of  sound  ndgfat 
deceive  the  clerk  who  first  took  down  the  examination.  The  Pte- 
nidans  were  the  greatest  voyagers  among  the  ancients;  and  were,  in 
Europe,  thought  to  be  the  inventors  of  letters,  which,  perhaps,  thej 
brought  from  the  east  with  other  arts. 

*  This  must  be  another  mistake  of  the  writer.  I  waa  pusded  al 
first  to  guess  who  Peter  Gcwer  should  be,  the  name  being  perfecOj 
EMiiah ;  or  how  a  Greek  should  come  bj  such  a  name ;  but,  as  soon 
as  I  thou^^t  of  Pythagoras,  I  could  scarce  forbear  smiling  to  findthaii 
aphSlosopher  had  undergone  a  metempsychoBiB  he  never  dri^aMl  of. 
We  need  only  oonsider  ue  French  pronunciation  of  his  name,  Pftka- 
rae,  that  is,  Petagore,  to  conceive  how  easQy  such  a  mistake  niglft 
be  made  by  an  unlearned  derk.  That  Pythagoras  travelled  for  kmom- 
led^  into  Egypt,  dec,  is  known  to  all  ne  learned;  aad  that  ha  was 
initiated  into  several  difierent  orders  of  pneste,  who,  in  those 
kapt  all  their  leaning  aeorat  from  the  vulgar,  ia  aa  w«D  kaowm.  Pf  * 
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jn  j^^ypte,  and  yn  Syria,  and  in  everyche  londe  whereas 
the  '^netians  haddeplaantedde  Maconrye,  and  wynnynge 
entraunce  yn  al  lo^es  of  Maconnes,  he  lemed  muche, 
and  retoumedde,  and  woned  yn  Grecia  Magna''  wacksynge, 
and  becomynge  a  myshte^  wyseacre,  and  greatlyche 
renouned,  and  here  he  framed  a  great  lodge  at  Groton,* 
and  maked  many  Maconnes,  some  whereoffe  dyd  jour- 
neys in  Fraunce,  and  maked  manye  Maconnes,  where- 
firomme,  yn  processe  of  tyme,  the  art  parsed  yn  Enge- 
londe. 

Q.  Dothe  Maconnes  discouer  there  artes  unto  odhers? 

A.  Peter  Gower,  when  he  journeyedde  to  lernne,  was 
fffrste^^  made,  and  annone  techedde ;  evenne  soe  shulde 
all  odhers  beyn  recht.  Natheless^^  Maconnes  hauethe 
always  yn  everyche  t3rme,  from  teyme  to  teyme,  commu- 
nycatedde  to  mannkynde  soche  of  their  secrettes  as  gene- 
rallyche  myghte  be  usefulle ;  they  haueth  keped  oack 
soche  allein  as  shulde  be  harmefulle  yff  they  corned  yn 
euylle  haundes,  odher  soche  as  ne  mighte  be  holpynge 
wythouten  the  techynges  to  be  joynedde  herwyth  m  the 

tfaagoias  ako  made  eTerj  geometrical  theorem  a  secret,  and  admitted 
only  such  to  the  knowlecu^e  of  them  as  had  first  andersone  a  five  years' 
silence.  He  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  inventor  of  Sie  47th  proposi- 
tion of  the  first  book  of  Eaclid,  for  which,  in  the  joy  of  his  heart,  it  is 
^  said  he  sacrificed  an  hecatomb.  He  also  knew  the  true  system  of  the 
world,  lately  revived  by  Copemioas ;  and  certainly  was  a  most  wonder- 
ful man.    (See  his  Life,  by  Dion.  Hal.) 

^  Grecift  Magna,  a  part  of  Italy  formerly  so  called,  in  which  the 
Greeks  had  settled  a  large  colony. 

^  The  word  at  present  signifies  simpleton,  but  formerly  had  a  quite 
contrary  meaning,  Weisager,  in  the  old  Saxon,  is  philosopher,  wise- 
man  or  wizard;  and,  having  been  frequently  used  ironically,  at  length 
oame  to  have  a  direct  meaning  in  the  ironical  sense.  Thus,  Duns 
Scotns,  a  man  famed  for  the  subtlety  and  acuteness  of  his  understand- 
ing, has,  by  the  same  method  of  irony,  given  a  general  name  to  mo- 
dem dimces. 

'  Groton  is  the  name  of  a  place  in  England.  The  place  here  meant 
Ib  Grotona,  a  city  of  Grecia  Magna,  which,  in  the  time  of  Pythagoras, 
was  very  popalous. 

The  word  made,  I  suppose,  has  a  particular  meaning  among  the 
Masons ;  perhaps  it  signifies  initiated. 

"  This  paragraph  hath  something  remarkable  in  it.  It  contains  a 
justification  of  the  secrecy  so  much  boasted  of  by  Masons,  and  so  much 
blamed  by  others ;  asserting  that  they  have,  in  all  aaes,  discovered 
such  things  as  might  be  useful,  and  that  they  conceal  such  only  as 
would  be  hurtfol  either  to  the  world  or  themselves.  What  these 
flecrets  are  we  see  afterwards. 
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lodge,  Oder  aoche  aa  do  bynde  the  freres  more  stronelyche 
together,  bej  the  proffytte  and  commodytye  comyng  to 
the  coDfrerie  herfromme. 

Q.  Whatte  artea  haueth  the  Maconnes  techedde  man- 
kmd? 

A.  The  artes,'*  agricultura,  architectura,  astronomia, 
geometria,  numerea,  musica,  poesie,  kymistrye,  govern- 
mente,  and  relygyonne. 

Q.  Howe  commethe  MacoBnes  more  teachers  than 
odher  menne? 

•  A.  The  hemselfe  haueth  allein  in^'  arte  of  fynding 
neue  artes,  whych  arte  the  fiyrste  Maconnes  receanea 
from  Godde  ;  by  the  whyche  they  fyndethe  what  artes 
hem  plesethe,  and  the  treu  way  of  techying  the  same. 
What  odher  menne  doethe  ffynde  out  ys  onelyche  bey 
chaunce,  and  therefore  but  lytel  I  tro,  . 

Q.  What  dothe  the  Maconnes  concele  and  hyde  f 
A.  They  concelethe  the  arte  of  ffyndyng  neue  artes,  and 
thattys  for  here  own  proffyte  and  "  preise,  they  concelethe 
the  arte  of  kepynge  ^  secrettes,  thatt  so  the  worlde 
mayeth  nothinge  concele  from  them.  Thay  concelethe 
the  art  of  wunderwerckynge,  and  of  foresaynge  thynges 
to  comme,  that  so  thay  same  artes  may  not  be  usedde  of 
the  wyckedde  to  an  euyell  ende ;  thay  also  concelethe 

It  seems  a  bold  pretence  this  of  the  Masons,  that  they  hare  taught 
mankind  all  these  arts.  They  .have  their  own*  authority  for  it;  and  I 
know  not  how  we  shiill  disproye  them.  Bat  what  appears  most  odd 
is,  that  they  reckon  reli^on  among  the  arts. 

The  art  of  inyentmg  arts  must  certainly  be  a  most  nsefol  art 
My  Lord  Bacon*s  Novum  Oi^anum  is  an  attempt  towards  somewhat 
of  the  same  kind.  But  I  much  doubt  that,  if  ever  the  Masons  had  it, 
they  have  now  lost  it ;  since  so  few  new  arts  have  been  lately  invented, 
and  so  many  are  wanted.  The  idea  I  have  of  such  an  art  is,  that  it 
must  be  something  proper  to  be  applied  in  all  the  soienoes  generally, 
as  IS  algebra  in  numbers,  by  the  help  of  which,  new  rules  of  arithme- 
tic are  and  may  be  found. 

It  seems  ti^e  Masons  have  great  regard  to  the  reputation  as  well 
as  the  profit  of  their  Order ;  since  they  make  it  one  reason  for  not 
divulfin^an  art  in  common,  that  it  may  do  honour  to  the  possessor  of 
it.  I  thmk  in  this  particular  they  show  too  much  regard  n>r  their  own 
society,  and  too  little  for  the  rest  of  mankind. 

What  kind  of  an  art  this  is,  I  can  by  no  means  imagine.  But 
certainly  such  an  art  the  Masons  must  have ;  for  though,  as  some 
people  suppose,  they  should  have  no  secret  at  all,  even  wat  must  be 
a  secret  wtiich,  being  discovered,  wpuld  expose  them  to  the  highest 
ridicule ;  and  therefore  it  requires  the  utmost  caution  to  conceal  it. 
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the  ^arte  of  channges,  the  wey  of  wynnynge  the  faculty e" 
of  Abracy  the  skill  of  becommynge  gude  and  parfyghte 
wythouten  the  holpynges  of  fere  and  hope ;  and  the 
uDiverselle    longage  of  M aconnes. 

Q.  Wyll  he  tecl^  me  thay  same  artes  ? 

A.  Ye  ahalle  be  techedde  yff  ye  be  warthye,  and  able  to 
leme. 

Q.  Dothe  all  Maconnes  kunne  more  than  odher 
menne  ? 

A.  Not  80.  They  onlyche  haueth  recht  and  occasy- 
onne  more  than  odher  menne  to  kunne,  but  manye  doeth 
fale  yn  capacity,  and  manye  more  doth  want  industrye, 
that  ys  pemecessarye  for  the  gaynyng  all  kunnynge. 

Q.  Are  Maconnes  gudder  men  then  odhers  ? 

A.  Some  Maconnes  are  not  so  vertuous  as  some  odher 
menne ;  but,  yn  the  moste  parte,  thay  be  more  gude 
than  thay  woulde  be  yf  thay  war  not  Maconnes. 

Q.  Doth  Maconnes  love  eidther  odher  myghtylye  as 
beeth  sayde  ? 

A.  Yea,  verylyche,  and  that  may  not  odherwise  be ; 
for  gude  menne  and  treu,  kennynge  eidher  oder  to  be 
suche,  doeth  always  love  the  more  as  thay  be  more  gude. 
•  Here  endethe  the  questyonned  and  answeres. 

I  know  not  what  this  means,  nnless  it  be  the  transmutation  of 
metals. 

Here  I  am  utterly  in  the  dark. 

An  uniyersal  lan^age  has  been  much  desired  br  the  learned  of 
many  ages.  It  is  a  t£ing  rather  to  be  wished  than  hoped  for.  But 
it  seems  the  Masons  pretend  to  have  such  a  thing  among  them.  If 
it  be  true,  I  guess  it  must  be  something  like  the  language  of  the  Pan- 
tomimes among  the  ancient  Bomansrwho  are  said  to  be  able  by  signs 
onl^,  to  express  and  .deliver  any  oration  inteUigibly  to  men  of  all 
nations  and  languages.  A  man  who  has  all  these  arts  and  advantages 
is  certainly  in  a  condition  to  be  enyied ;  but  we  are  told  that  this  is 
not  the  case  with  all  Masons ;  for  though  these  arts  are  among  them, 
and  all  have  a  rieht  and  an  opportunity  to  know  them,  yet  some  want 
capacity,  and  oUiers  industry,  to  acquire  them.  However,  of  all  their 
arts  and  secrets,  that  which  I  most  desire  to  know  is,  The  skylle  of 
becommyn^  gude  and  parfyghte  and  I  wish  it  were  communicated 
to  ail  mankind,  since  there  is  notiiing  more  true  than  the  beautifal 
sentence  contained  in  the  last  answer,  That,  the  better  men  are,  the 
more  they  love  one  anotber."  Virtue  having  in  itself  something  so 
amiable  as  to  chann  the  hearts  of  all  that  heboid  it. 


I 


908 


A  GLOSSARY 

TO  EXPLAIN  THE  OLD  WOEDS  IN  THE  FOBBGOINO 
MANtJSCSIPT. 


AUehh  only. 
Altaeys^  alwajB. 
Beithe,  both. 

Cemmodytyej  oonyemenoy. 
Confrerie,  fraternity. 
Faamnynge,  fotming. 
Fore-sayinget  prophesTing 
Freres,  brethren. 
HeaeUyci  chiefly. 
Hempleseiket  Hiej  please. 
Hemselfej  tiiemselyefl. 
Her,  there,  their. 
HereynfUy  therein. 
Herwy(k,  with  it. 
Holpynge,  beneficial. 
Kunne,  know. 
Kunnynge,  knowledge. 
Make  gudde^  are  beneficial. 
Metynges,  meaBures. 
MoUf  may. 

Myddlelond^  Mediterranean. 


Myghte,  power. 
Oceasyonne^  opportunity 
Oder,  or. 
Ondyehe,  only. 
Pemecessary,  abeoltitely  neoes- 

saiy. 
Preise,  honour. 
Recht,  right. 
Reekenyngs,  numbers. 
Senderlyche,  particniarfy. 
Skylle,  knowledge. 
Wdeksynge,  growing. 
Wercic,  operation. 
Wey,  way. 
Whereas,  where. 
Woned,  dwelt. 
Wundertoerckynge,  woiking 

miracles. 
Wylde,  sarage. 
Wynnynge,  gaining. 
Yiin,  into. 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  QtJESTIOXS  AND  ANNOTATIONS  OF 
MR.  LOCKE. 

I. 

Page  297.1  What  mote  ytt  be  ? 

Mr.  Locke  observes,  in  his  annotation  on  this  question, 
that  the  answer  to  it  imports,  that  Masonry  consists  of 
natural,  mathematical,  and  mechanical  knowledge  ;  some 
part  of  which  the  Masons  pretend  to  have  taught  the 
rest  of  mankind,  and  some  part  they  still  conceal.  The 
arts  which  have  been  communicated  to  the  world  by 
Masons  are  particularly  specified  in  an  answer  to  one  of 
the  following  questions,  as  are  also  those  which  they 
have  restricted  to  themselves  for  wise  purposes.  Moral- 
ity might  likewise  have  been  included  in  this  answer,  as 
it  constitutes  a  principal  part  of  the  masonic  system : 
every  character,  figure,  and  emblem  adopted  by  Masons, 
having  a  moral  tendency,  and  serving  to  inculcate  the 
practice  of  virtue. 

II. 

Page  297.  Where  dyd  ytt  begynne  ? 

Mr.  Locke's  remark  on  the  answer  to  this  question, 
that  Masons  believe  there  were  men  in  the  east  before 
Adam,  is,  indeed,  a  mere  conjecture.  This  opinion  may 
be  confirmed  by  many  learned  authors,  but  Masons  com- 
prehend the  true  meaning  of  Masonry  taking  its  rise  in 
the  east  and  spreading  to  the  west,  without  having 
recourse  to  the  Pre- Adamites.  East  and  west  are  terms 
peculiar  to  the  society ;  and,  when  masonically  adopted, 
are  only  intelligible  to  Masons,  as  they  refer  to  certain 
forms  and  established  customs  among  themselves. 

m. 

Page  298.  Who  dyd  brynge  ytt  westlye  ? 

The  judicious  corrections  of  an  illiterate  clerk,  in  the 
answer  to  this  question  as  well  as  the  next,  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  ingenious  annotator.  His  explanation  is 
just,  and  his  elucidation  accurate. 

'  The  number  refers  to  the  page  in  which  the  questions  ooour. 
15 
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IV. 

Page  298.  Howe  comede  ytt  jn  En^elonde  ? 

Pythagoras  was  regularly  initiated  into  Masonry,  and 
being  properly  instructed  in  the  mysteries  of  the  art,  he 
was  much  improved,  and  propagated  the  principles  of 
the  Order  in  other  countnes  into  which  he  afterwards 
travelled.  The  records  of  the  fraternity  inform  us,  tliat 
the  usages  and  customs  among  Masons  have  ever  corre- 
sponded with  those  of  the  ancient  .Egyptians,  to  which 
they  bear  a  near  affinity.  These  philosophers,  unwilling 
to  expose  their  mysteries  to  vulgar  eyes,  couched  with 
particular  tenets  and  principles  of  polity  under  hierogly- 
phical  figures,  expressed  their  notions  of  government 
by  signs  and  symbols,  which  they  communicated  to  their 
magi  alone,  and  they  were  bound  by  oath  not  to  reveal 
them.  Hence  arose  the  Pythagorean  system,  and  many 
other  orders  of  a  more  modem  date.  This  method  of 
inculcating  sublime  truths  and  important  points  of  know- 
ledge by  allegory,  secured  them  from  descending  into  the 
familiar  reach  of  every  inattentive  and  unprepared 
novice,  from  whom  they  might  not  receive  due  venera- 
tion. A  similar  custom  still  prevails  in  many  of  the 
eastern  nations. 

V. 

Page  300.  Dothe  Maconnes  discouer  there  artes  unto 
odhers? 

Masons  in  iiill  ages  have  studied  the  general  good  of 
mankind.  Every  art  which  is  useful  or  necessary  for  the 
support  of  authority  and  preservation  of  good  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  for  promoting  science,  they  have  cheer- 
fully communicated  to  mankind.  Those  matters  which 
were  of  no  public  importance  they  have  carefully  pre- 
served in  their  own  breasts,  such  as  the  tenets  of  the 
Order,  their  mystic  forms  and  particular  customs.  Thus 
they  have  been  distinguished  in  different  countries,  and 
by  this  means  have  confined  their  privileges  to  tiie  just 
and  meritorious. 

VI. 

Page  300.  Whatte  artes  haueth  the  Maconnes  techedde 
mankynde? 
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The  arte,  which  the  Masons  have  publicly  taught,  are 
here  specified.  It  appears  to  have  surprised  the  learned 
annotator,  that  religion  i^ould  be  ranked  among  the  arte 
propagated  by  the  traternity.  Masons  have  ever,  in  com- 
pliance with  th#  tenor  of  their  profession,  paid  due 
obedience  to  the  moral  law,  and  have  inculcated  its 

?recepte  with  powerful  energy  on  all  their  followers, 
'he  doctrine  ot  one  God,  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of 
the  universe,  has  always  been  their  firm  belief.  Under 
the  influence  of  this  doctrine,  the  conduct  of  the  fraternity 
has  been  regulated  through  a  succession  of  ages.  The 
progress  of  knowledge  and  philosophy,  aided  by  divine 
revelation,  having  abolished  many  of  the  vain  supersti- 
tions of  antiquity,  and  enlightened  the  minds  of  men 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  and  the  sacred 
mysteries  of  the  Christian  faith.  Masons  have  always 
acquiesced  in,  and  zealously  pursued,  every  measure 
which  might  promote  that  holy  religion,  so  wisely  cal- 
culated to  make  men  happy.  In  those  countries,  how- 
ever, where  the  Gospel  has  not  reached,  and  Christianity 
displayed  her  beauties,  the  Masons  have  pursued  the 
universal  religion,  or  the  religion  of  Nature ;  that  is,  to 
be  good  men  and  true,  by  whatever  denomination  or 
persuasion  they  have  been  distinguished.  A  cheerful 
compliance  with  the  established  religion  of  the  country 
in  which  they  live,  in  so  far  as  it  corresponds  with,  and 
is  agreeable  to,  the  tenets  of  Masonry,  is  earnestly 
recommended  in  all  their  assemblies.  This  universal 
conformity,  notwithstanding  private  sentiment  and  opi- 
nion, answers  the  laudable  purpose  of  conciliating  true 
friendship  among  men,  and  is  an  VLxt  few  are  qualified  to 
to  learn,  and  still  fewer  to  reach. 

VIL 

Page  301.  How  comede  Maconnes  more  teachers  than 
odher  menne? 

The  answer  implies  that  Masons,  having  greater 
opportunities  of  improving  their  natural  parts,  are  better 
qualified  to  instruct  others.  Mr.  Locke's  observations  on 
their  having  the  art  of  finding  new  arts,  is  very  judicious, 
and  his  explanation  of  it  just.  The  fraternity  have  ever 
made  the  study  of  the  arts  a  principal  part  of  their 
private  amusement;  in  their  several  assemblies,  nice  and 
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difficult  theorieB  have  been  faithfully  eauvaased  and 
wisely  explained;  fresh  discoveries  have  also  bem  pro- 
duced, and  those  already  known  have  been  accurately 
illustrated.  The  different  classes  established,  the  gradual 

{progression  of  knowledge  conununicaMi,  and  the  regu- 
arity  observed  throughout  the  whole  system  of  their 
government,  is  an  evident  proof  of  this  assertion.  Those 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  art,  soon  discover  that 
Masons  are  possessed  of  the  art  of  finding  out  new  arts; 
to  which  knowledge  they  gradually  arrive  by  instruction 
from,  and  familiar  intercourse  with,  men  of  genius  and 
ability. 

VIII. 

Page  301.  What  dothe  the  Maconnes  concele  and 
hydeV 

The  answer  imports  the  art  of  finding  new  arts  for 
their  profit  and  praise,  and  then  particularises  the  differ- 
ent arts  they  carefully  conceal.  Mr.  Lookers  remark, 
that  this  shows  too  much  regard  for  their  own  society, 
and  too  little  for  the  rest  of  mankind,  is  rather  too 
severe,  when  he  has  admitted  the  propriety  of  concealing 
from  the  world  what  is  of  no  real  public  utility,  lest, 
being  converted  to  bad  uses,  the  consequences  might  be 
prejudicial  to  society.  By  the  word  praise  is  here  meant 
honour  and  respect;  to  which  the  Masons  were  ever 
entitled,  and  which  could  only  give  credit  to  the  wise 
doctrines  they  propagated.  Their  fidelity  has  ever  given 
them  a  claim  to  esteem,  and  the  rectitude  of  their  man- 
ners has  ever  demanded  veneration. 

Mr.  Locke  has  made  several  judicious  observations  on 
the  answer  to  this  question.  His  being  in  the  dark 
concerning  the  meaning  of  the  faculty  of  Abrac,  I  am 
nowise  surprised  at,  nor  can  I  conceive  how  he  could 
otherwise  be.  Abrac  is  an  abbreviation  of  the  word 
Abracadabra.  In  the  days  of  i^orance  and  superstition, 
that  word  had  a  magical  signification,  and  was  written 
in  a  certain  form  peculiar  to  the  Craft.  The  explanation 
of  it  is  now  lost. 

Our  celebrated  annotator  has  taken  no  notice  of  the 
Masons  having  the  art  of  working  miracles,  and  fore- 
seeing things  to  come.  Astrology  was  received  as  one 
of  the  arts  which  merited  their  patronage ;  and  the  good 
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effect  resulting  from  the  study  of  it,  may  fully  vin- 
dicate the  countenance  given  by  the  Masons  to  this 
delusion. 

The  ancient  philosophers  applied  with  unwearied  dili 
gence  to  discover  the  aspects,  magnitudes,  distancesi 
motions,  and  revolutions  of  the  heavenly  bodies;  and, 
aocordinff  to  the  discoveries  they  made,  pretended  to 
foretell  future  events,  and  to  determine  concerning  the 
'  secrets  of  Providence :  hence  this  study  grew,  in  course 
of  time,  to  be  a  regular  science,  and  was  admitted  among 
the  other  arts  practised  by  Masons. 

Astrology,  it  must  be  owned,  however  vain  and 
delusive  in  itself,  has  proved  extremely  useful  to  man- 
kind, by  promotinff  the  excellent  science  of  astronomy. 
The  vain  hope  of  reading  the  fates  of  men  and  the 
success  of  their  designs,  has  been  one  of  the  strongest 
motives  to  induce  them,  in  all  countries,  to  an  attentive 
observation  of  the  celestial  bodies;  whence  they  have 
been  taught  to  measure  time,  to  mark  the  duration  of 
seasons,  and  to  regulate  the  operations  of  agriculture. 

IX. 

Page  303.  Wylle  he  teche  me  thay  same  artes? 

By  the  answer  to  this  question,  we  learn  the  necessary 
qualifications  which  are  required  in  a  candidate  for 
Masonry ;  a  good  character,  and  an  able  capacity. 

X. 

Page  303.  Dothe  all  Maconnes  kunne  more  then  odher 
menne? 

The  ahswer  implies,  that  Masons  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity than  the  rest  of  mankind,  of  improving  in  useful 
knowledge. 

XI. 

Page  303.  Are  Maconnes  gudder  menne  than  odhert? 

Masons  are  not  understood  to  be  more  virtuous  in 
their  lives  and  actions  than  other  men  may  be ;  but  it  is 
an  undoubted  fact,  that  a  strict  conformity  to  the  rules 
of  their  profession  may  make  them  better  men  than 
they  otherwise  would  be. 
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XII. 

Page  303.  Dothe  Maconnes  love  eidher  odher  mygh- 
tylye  as  beeth  sayde? 

The  answer  to  this  question  is  truly  great,  and  is 
judiciously  remarked  upon  by  the  learned  annotator. 

By  the  answers  to  the  three  last  questions,  Masonry  is 
vindicated  against  all  the  objections  of  cavillers;  its 
excellency  is  displayed ;  and  every  censure  against  it,  on 
account  of  the  transgressions  of  its  professors,  entirely 
removed.  No  bad  man  can  be  enrol  lied  in  our  records, 
if  known  to  be  so ;  but  should  he  impose  upon  us,  and 
we  unwarily  are  led  to  receive  him,  our  endeavours  are 
exerted  to  reform  him;  and  it  is  certain,  by  being  a 
Mason,  he  will  become  a  better  subject  to  his  sovereign, 
and  a  more  useful  member  to  the  State. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Locke's  observations  on  this 
curious  manuscript  are  well  deserving  a  serious  and  care- 
ful examination;  and  there  remains  little  doubt  but; 
the  favourable  opinion  he  conceived  of  the  society  of 
Masons  before  his  admission,  was  sufficiently  confirmed 
after  his  initiation. 


Of  all  the  arts  which  Masons  profess,  the  art  of  keep- 
ing a  secret  particularly  distinguishes  them.  Secrecy  is 
a  proof  of  wisdom,  and  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in 
the  different  transactions  of^life.  Sacred  as  well  as  pro- 
fane history  has  declared  it  to  be  an  art  of  inestimable 
value.  Secrecy  is  agreeable  to  the  Deity  himself,  who 
gives  the  glorious  example  by  concealing  from  mankind 
the  secrets  of  his  providence.  The  wisest  of  men  cannot 
pry  into  the  arcana  of  Heaven,  nor  can  they  divine  to-day 
what  to-morrow  may  bring  forth.  Many  instances  may 
be  adduced  from  history  of  the  great  veneration  that  was 
paid  to  this  art  by  the  ancients,  but  I  shall  only  select  a 
*ew  for  the  present  entertainment  of  the  reader. 

Pliny  informs  us  that  Anaxarchus,  being  imprisoned, 
with  a  view  to  extort  from  him  some  secrets  with  which 
he  had  been  intrusted,  and,  dreading  that  exquisite  tor- 
ture might  induce  him  to  betray  his  trust,  bit  his  tongue 
in  the  middle,  and  threw  it  in  the  fkce  of  Nicoreon,  the 
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tyrant  of  Cyprus.  <  No  torments  could  make  the  servants 
of  Plancus  betray  the  secrets  of  their  master ;  with  forti- 
tude they  encountered  every  pain,  and  strenuously 
supported  their  fidelit^^,  till  death  put  a  period  to  their 
sufferings.  The  Athenians  had  a  statue  of  brass  to  which 
they  bowed ;  the  figure  was  represented  without  a  tongue, 
to  denote  secrecy.  The  Egyptians  Worshipped  Harpo- 
crates,  the  god  of  Silence,  who  y^as  always  represented 
holding  his  finger  to  his  mouth.  The  Romans  had  also 
their  goddess  of  Silence,  named  Angerona,  to  whom  they 
offered  worship.  In  short,  the  multiplicity  of  examples 
which  might  be  brought  to  confirm  the  regard  that  was 
paid  to  this  virtue  in  the  early  ages  would  increase  the 
plan  of  my  work  far  beyond  its  prescribed  limits;  suffice 
it  to  observe,  that  Lycurgus,  the  celebrated  law-giver,  as 
well  as  Pythagoras,  the  great  scholar,  particularly  recom- 
mended this  virtue;  especially  the  last,  who  kept  his 
disciples  silent  during  seven  years,  that  they  might  learn 
the  valuable  secrets  he  had  to  communicate  to  them ; 
thereby  expressing  that  secrecy  was  the  rarest,  as  well 
as  the  noblest  art. 

I  shall  conclude  my  remarks  with  the  following  story, 
related  by  a  Roman  historian,  which,  as  it  may  be 
equally  pleasing  and  instructive,  I  shall  give  at  full 
length : 

The  senators  of  Rome  had  ordained  that,  during  their 
consultations  in  the  senate-house,  each  brother  senator 
should  be  permitted  to  bring  his  son  with  him,  who  was 
to  depart  if  occasion  requirfd.  This  favour,  however, 
was  not  general,  but  restricted  only  to  the  sons  of  noble- 
men, who  were  tul^red,  from  their  infancy,  in  the  virtue 
of  secrecy,  and  thereby  qualified,  in  their  riper  years,  to 
discharge  the  most  important  offices  of  government  with 
fidelity  and  wisdom.  About  this  time  it  happened  that 
the  senators  met  on  a  very  important  case,  and  the  afiair 
requiring  mature  deliberation,  they  were  detained  longer 
than  usual  in  the  senate-house,  and  the  conclusion  ;of 
their  determination  adjourned  to  the  following  day;  each 
member  engaging,  in  the  meantime,  to  keep  secret  the 
transactions  of  the  meeting.  Among  other  noblemen's 
sons  who  had  attended  on  the  occasion,  was  the  son  of 
1  he  grave  Papyrus,  a  family  of  great  renown  and  splen- 
dour.   The  young  Papyrus  was  no  less  remarkable  .for 
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his  genius  than  for  the  prudence  of  his  deportment.  On 
his  return  home,  his  mother,  anxious  to  know  what 
important  case  had  been  debated  in  the  senate  that  day, 
which  had  detained  the  senators  beyond  the  usual  hour, 
entreated  him  to  relate  the  particulars.  The  noble  and 
virtuous  youth  told  her  it  was  a  business  not  in  his  power 
to  reveal,  he  being  solemnly  enjoined  to  silence.  On 
heariog  this  her  importunities  were  more  earnest,  and 
her  inquiries  more  minute.  Intelligence  she  must  have; 
all  evasions  were  vain.  First,  by  fair  speeches  and 
entreaties,  with  liberal  promises,  she  endeavoured  to 
break  open  this  little  casket  of  secrecy ;  then,  finding 
her  eflforts  in  vain,  she  adopted  rigorous  measures,  and 
had  recourse  to  stripes  and  violent  threats ;  firmly  per- 
suaded that  force  would  extort  what  lenity  could  not 
effect.  The  youth,  finding  his  mother's  threats  to  be  very 
harsh,  but  her  stripes  more  severe,  comparing  his  love  to 
her,  as  his  mother,  with  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  father; 
the  one  mighty,  but  the  other  impulsive ;  lays  her  and 
her  fond  conceit  in  one  scale;  his  father,  his  own  honour, 
and  the  solemn  injunctions  to  secrecy,  in  the  other  scale: 
and,  finding  the  latter  greatly  preponderate,  with  a  noble 
and  heroic  spirit  preserved  his  honour,  at  the  risk  of  his 
mother's  displeasure;  and  thus  endeavoured  to  relieve 
her  anxiety : 

Madam,  and  dear  mother,  you  may  well  blame  the 
senate  for  their  long  sitting,  at  least,  for  presuming  to 
call  in  question  a  case  so  truly  impertinent :  except  the 
wives  of  the  senators  are  fallowed  to  consult  thereon, 
there  can  be  no  hope  of  a  conclusion.  I  speak  this  only 
from  my  own  opinion ;  I  know  their  gravity  will  easily 
confound  my  juvenile  apprehensions;  yet  whether  Nature 
or  duty  instructs  me  to  do  so,  I  cannot  tell.  It  seems 
necessary  to  them,  for  the  increase  of  people,  and  the 
public  good,  that  every  senator  should  be  allowed  two 
wives  ^  or,  otherwise,  their  wives  two  husbands.  I 
shall  hardly  incline  to  call,  under  one  roof,  two  men  by 
the  name  of  father;  I  had  rather,  with  cheerfulness, 
salute  two  women  by  the  name  of  mother.  This  is  the 
question,  mother,  and  to-morrow  it  is  to  be  determined." 

JJfA  mother  hearing  this,  and  his  seeming  unwilling  to 
reveial  it,  she  took  it  for  an  infallible  truth.  Her  blood 
was  quickly  fired,  and  rage  ensued.   Without  enquiring 
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farther  into  the  case,  she  immediately  dispatched  messen- 
gers to  all  the  other  ladies  and  matrons  of  Rome, 
acq^uainting  them  of  this  weighty  affair  now  under 
deliberation,  in  which  the  peace  and  welfare  of  their 
whole  lives  were  so  nearly  concerned*  The  melancholy 
news  soon  spread  a  general  alarm ;  a  thousand  conjec- 
tures were  formed ;  and  the  ladies  being  resolved  to  give 
their  assistance  in  the  decision  of  this  weighty  point, 
immefdiately  assembled ;  and,  headed  by  young  Papyrus's 
mother,  on  the  next  morning  proceeded  to  the  senate- 
house.  Though  it  is  remarked  that  a  parliament  of 
women  are  seldom  governed  by  one  speaker,  yet  the 
affair  being  so  urgent,  the  haste  as  pertinent,  and  the 
case  (on  their  behalf)  of  the  utmost  consequence,  the 
revealing  woman  must  speak  for  all  the  rest,  and  insist 
on  the  necessity  of  the  concurrence  of  the  senators' 
wives  to  the  determination  of  a  law  in  which  they  were 
so  particularly  interested.  When  they  came  to  the  door 
of  the  senate-bouse,  such  a  noise  was  made  for  admission 
to  sit  with  their  husbands  in  this  grand  consultation,  that 
all  Kome  seemed  to  be  in  an  uproar.  Their  business 
must  be  known  before  they  have  audience ;  which  being 
complied  with,  and  their  admission  granted,  such  an 
elaborate  oration  was  made  by  the  female  speaker  on  the 
occasion,  in  behalf  of  her  sex,  as  astonished  the  whole 
senators.  She  requested  that  the  matter  might  be 
seriously  canvassed  according  to  justice  and  equity;  and 
expressed  the  determined  resolution  of  all  her  sisters  to 
oppose  a  measure  so  unconstitutional  as  that  of  permit- 
ting one  husband  to  have  two  wives,  who  could  scarcely 
please  one ;  she  proposed,  as  the  most  effectual  way  of 
peopling  the  state,  that,  if  any  alteration  was  made  in 
the  established  custom  of  Rome,  women  might  be  per- 
mitted to  have  two  husbands.  Upon  the  riddle  being 
solved,  the  ladies  were  greatly  confounded,  and  departed 
with  blushing  cheeks ;  while  the  noble  youth,  who  had 
thus  proved  himself  worthy  of  his  trust,  was  highly 
commended  for  his  fidelity.  However,  in  order  to  avoid 
a  like  tumult  in  future,  the  senate  resolved  that  the  cus- 
tom of  introducing  their  sons  should  be  abolished ;  but 
that  young  Papyrus,  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  his 
word,  and  his  discreet  policy,  should  be  freely  admitted, 
and.  ever  afterwiurds  be  digmfied  and  rewarded. 
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The  virtue  and  fidelity  i}(  Papyrus  is  truly  worthy  of 
imitation ;  but  the  Masons  have  a  still  more  glorious 
example  in  their  own  body,  of  a  brother,  accomplished 
in  .  every  art,  who,  rather  than  forfeit  his  honour,  or 
betray  his  trust,  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  cruel  hand  of  a 
barbarous  assassin. 

O. 

A  VINDICATION  OF  MASONRY,  BT  BROTHB&  CHARLBS  LBSLIE. 

If  a  man  were  placed  in  a  beautiful  garden,  would  not 
his  mind,  on  a  calm  survey  of  its  rich  collections,  be 
affected  with  the  most  exquisite  delight  ?  The  groves, 
the  grottoes,  the  artful  wilds,  the  flowery  parterres,  the 
opening  vistias,  the  lofty  cascades,  the  winding  streams, 
the  whole  variegated  scene  would  awaken  his  sensibility, 
and  inspire  his  soul  with  the  most  exalted  ideas.  When 
he  observed  the  delicate  order,  the  nice  symmetry,  and 
beautiful  disposition  of  every  part,  which«  though  seem- 
ingly complete  in  itself,  yet  reflected  surprising  and  new 
beauties  on  each  other,  so  that  nothing  could  be  wanting 
to  make  one  beautiful  whole,  with  what  bewitching 
sensations  would  his  mind  be  agitated !  A  view  of  this 
delightful  scene  would  naturally  lead  him  to  admire  and 
venerate  the  happy  genius  of  him  who  contrived  it. 

If  the  productions  of  art  can  so  forcibly  impress  the 
human  mind  with  surprise  and  admiration,  with  how 
much  greater  astonishment,  and  with  what  more  pr<tfound 
reverence,  must  we  behold  the  objects  of  Nature,  which, 
on  every  hand,  present  to  our  view  unbounded  scenes  of 
pleasure  and  delight,  in  which  divinity  and  wisdom  are 
alike  conspicuous?  The  scenes  which  she  displays  are, 
indeed,  too  expanded  for  the  narrow  capacity  of  man ; 
yet  it  is  easy^  from  the  uniformity  of  the  whole,  to  com- 
prehend what  may  lead  to  the  true  source  of  happiness, 
the  grand  Author  of  existence,  the^  supreme  Gtovemor  of 
the  world,  the  One  perfect  and  unsullied  beauty ! 

Besides  all  the  gaieties  and  pleasing  prospects  which 
everywhere  surround  us,  and  with  which  our  senses  are 
every,  moment  gratified;  besides  the  symmetry,  good 
order,  and  proportion  that  appear  in  the  whole  works 
of  the  creation,  there  is  something  farther  that  affects 
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the  reflecting  mind,  and  draws  its  attention  nearer  to 
the  Divinity ;  the  universal  hiftrmony  and  affection  which 
subsist  throughout  the  different  species  of  beings  of 
every  rank  and  denomination.  These  are  the  sure 
cement  of  the  rational  world,  and  by  these  alone  the 
rational  world  subsists.  Could  we  think  that  it  was 
possible  for  them  to  be  dissolved,  Nature  too,  and  man, 
the  chief  work  of  God,  would  soon  return  to  chaos,  and 
universal  ruin  ensue. 

If  we  look  around  us,  we  shall  find  that,  in.  the  whole 
order  of  beings,  from  the  seraph  that  adores  and  burns, 
down  to  the  most  inconsiderable  insect, — all,  according 
to  their  proportion  in  the  scale  of  existence,  have,  more 
or  less,  implanted  in  them  by  wise  Nature  the  principle 
of  uniting  with  others  of  the  same  species  with  them- 
selves^ Do  we  not  observe  some  of  even  the  most 
inconsiderable  animals  formed  into  different  ranks  and 
societies,  for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  each  other? 
Need  I  name  the  careful  ant,  or  indastrious  bee? — ^insects 
which  the  wisest  of  men  has  recommended  as  a  pattern 
of  unwearied"  industry  and  prudent  foresight. 

If  we  raise  our  ideas  higher,  we  shall  find  that  this 
innate  principle  of  friendship  arises  in  proportion  as  the 
objects  seem  to  advance  nearer  to  the  decree  of  rational. 
There  can  be  no  better  way  of  judging  of  the  superiority 
of  one  part  of  the  animal  creation  above  the  other,  than 
by  observing  what  degree  of  kindness  and  seeming  good- 
X  nature  they  enjoy.  However,  I  shall  here  pause,  and 
refer  the  discussion  of  this  disquisition  to  some  more 
refined  genius,  of  superior  parts  and  abilities. 

To  confine  my  subject  to  the  rational  species,  let  us 
think  and  meditate  on  those  benevolent  dispositions  and 
good'temper  of  soul,  which  indulgent  Nature  has  so 
kindly  bestowed  upon  us.  As  human  nature  rises  in  the 
scale  of  things,  so  do  the  social  affections  likewise  rise. 
Do  we  not  feel  in  our  breasts  a  strong  propensity  to 
friendship?  Enjoy  we  not  a  pleasure  when  it  is  firm  and 
cemented,  and  feel  we  not  a  pain  when  it  deadens  or 
declines?  What  sweetens  life,  but  friendship? — what 
relieves  care,  but  friendship? — what  alleviates  pain,  or 
makes  sorrow  smile,  but  friendship?  —  sacred,  holy 
friendship? 

The  progress  of  friendship  is  not  <M>nfined  to  the  nar« 
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row  circle  of  private  connections,  but  is  anivenal,  and 
extends  to  every  branch  <of  the  human  race.  Though 
its  influence  is  unbounded,  yet  it  exerts  itself  more  or 
less  vehemently  as  the  objects  it  favours  are  nearer  or 
more  remote.  Hence  springs  true  patriotism,  which 
fires  the  soul  with  the  most  generous  flame,  creates  the 
best  and  most  disinterested  virtue,  and  inspires  that 
public  spirit  and  heroic  ardour  which  enables  us  to  sup- 
port a  good  cause,  and  risk  our  lives  in  its  defence. 

This  commendable  virtue  crowns  the  lover  of  his 
country  with  unfading  laurels,  gives  a  lustre  to  all  his 
actions,  and  consecrates  his  name  to  latest  ages.  The 
warrior's  glory  may  consist  in  murder,^  and  the  rude 
ravage  of  the  desolating  sword;  but  the  blood  of  thou- 
sands will  not  stain  the  hands  of  his  country's  friend. 
His  virtues  are  open,  and  of  the  noblest  kind.  Conscious 
integrity  supports  him  against  the  arm  of  power;  and 
should  he  bleed  by  a  tyrant's  hands,  he  gloriously  dies  a 
martyr  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  leaves  to  posterity  an 
everlasting  monument  of  the  greatness  of  his  soul. 
Should  I  name  the  first  Brutus,  the  self-devoted  Decii, 
or  the  self-condemned  but  unconquerable  Cato  ? 

Friendship  not  only  appears  divine  when  employed  in 
preserving  the  liberties  of  our  country,  but  shines  with 
equal  splendour  in  the  more  tranquil  hours  of  life. 
Before  it  rises  into  the  noble  flame  of  patriotism,  aiming 
destruction  at  the  heads  of  tyrants,  thundering  for 
liberty,  and  courting  dangers  in  a  good  cause,  we  shall  \ 
see  it  calm  and  moderate,  burning  with  an  even  glow, 
improving  the  soft  hours  of  peace,  and  heightening  the 
relish  for  virtue.  Hence  it  is  that  contracts  are  formed, 
societies  are  instituted,  and  the  vacant  hours  of  life  are 
cheerfully  employed  in  agreeable  company  and  social 
conversation. 

It  is  thus  we  may  trace  from  reason  and  the  nature  of 
things,  the  wise  ends  and  designs  of  the  sacred  institution 
of  Masonry;  which  not  only  cultivates  and  improves  a 
real  and  undisguised  friendship  among  men,  but  teaches 
them  the  more  important  duties  of  society.  Vain,  tlien, 
is  each  idle  surmise  against  this  sacred  art,  whidi  our 
enemies  may  either  meanly  cherish  in  their  own  bosoms, 
or  ignorantly  promulgate  to  the  uninstructed  world.  By 
decrjring  Masonry,  they  derogate  from  human  nature 
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itself,  and  from  that  good  order  and  wise  constitution  of 
things,  which  the  Almighty  Author  of  the  world  has 
framed  for  the  government  of  mankind,  and  has  estab- 
lished as  the  basis  of  the  moral  system,  which,  by  a 
secret  but  attractive  force,  disposes  the  human  heart  to 
every  social  vittue.  Can  friendship  or  social  delights  be 
the  object  of  reproach?  Can  that  wisdom  which  hoary 
Time  has  sanctified  be  the  object  of  ridicule?  How 
mean,  how  contemptible  must  those  men  appear,  who 
vainly  pretend  to  censure  or  contemn  what  they  cannot 
comprehend!  The  generous  heart  will  pity  ignorance 
so  aspiring  and  insolent. 

I  shall  now  proceed,  and  consider  in  what  shape 
Masonrv  is  of  universal  utilitjr  to  mankind,  how  it  is 
reconcilable  to  the  best  policy,  why  it  deserves  the 
general  esteem,  and  why  all  men  are  bound  to  promote  it. 

Abstracting  from  the  pure  pleasures  which  arise  from 
a  friendship  so  wisely  constituted,  and  which  it  is  scarce 
possible  that  any  circumstance  or  occurrence  can  erase, 
let  us  consider  that  Masonry  is  a  science  confined  to  no 
particular  country,  but  diffused  over  the  whole  terrestrial 
globe.  Wherever  arts  flourish,  there  it  flourishes,  too. 
Add  to  this,  that  by  secret  and  inviolable  signs,  carefully 
preserved  among  ourselves  throughout  the  world.  Masonry 
becomes  an  universal  language.  By  this  means  many 
advantages  are  gained:  men  of  all  religions  and  of  atl 
nations  are  united.  The  distant  Chinese,  the  wild  Arab, 
or  the  American  savage,  will  embrace  a  brother  Briton ; 
and  he  will  know  that,  besides  the  -common  ties  of 
humanity,  there  is  still  a  stronger  obligation  to  engage 
him  to  kind  and  friendly  actions.  The  spirit  of  the 
fulminating  priest  will  be  tamed,  and  a  moral  brother, 
though  of  a  different  persuasion,  engage  his  esteem. 
Thus  all  those  disputes  which  embitter  life  and  sour  the 


design  of  the  Craft,  is  zealously  pursued. 

Is  it  not,  then,  evident  that  Masonry  is  an  universal 
advantage  to  mankind?  for  sure,  unless  discord  and 
harmony  be  the  same,  it  must  be  so.  Is  it  not  likewise 
reconcilable  to  the  best  policy?  for  it  prevents  the  heat 
of  passion,  and  those  partial  animosities  which  different 
interests  too  often  create.   Masonry  teaches  us  to  be 


tempers  of  men  are  avoided ;  and 
amiles,  while  the  common  good 


face  is  clad  in 
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faithful  to  our  king,  and  true  to  our  country;  to  avoid 
turbulent  measures,  and  to  submit  with  reyerence  to  the 
decisions  of  legislative  power.  It  is  surely,  then,  no 
mean  advantage,  no  trifling  acquisition  to  any  commu- 
nity or  State,  to  have  under  its  power  and  jurisdiction  a 
body  of  men  who  are  loyal  subjects,  patrons  of  science, 
wd  friends  to  nximkind. 

Does  not  Masonry,  therefore,  of  itself  command  the 
highest  regard?  Does  it  not  claim  the  greatest  esteem? 
Does  it  not  merit  the  most  exteniuve  patronage  ?  Without 
doubt.  If  all  that  is  good  and  amiable,  if  all  that  is 
useful  to  mankind  or  society,  be  deserving  a  man's 
attantion,  Masonry  claims  it  in  the  highest  degree.  What 
be.'iutiful  ideas  does  it  inspire?  how  does  it  open  and 
enlarge  the  mipd?  and  how  abundant  a  source  of  satis- 
fa<*.tioD  does  it  afford?  Does  it  not  recommend  universal 
beaevolence,  and  every  virtue  which  can  endear  one  man 
to  another?  and  is  it  not  particularly  adapted  to  give 
the  mind  the  most  disinterested,  the  most  generous 
notions? 

An  uniformity  of  opinion,  not  only  useful  in  exigencies, 
but  pleasing  in  familiar  life,  universally  prevails  among 
Masons,  strengthens  all  the  ties  of  their  friendship,  and 
equally  promotes  love  and  esteem.  Masons  ate  brethren, 
and  amongst  brothers  there  exist  no  invidious  distinc- 
tions. A  king  is  reminded  that,  although  a  crown  adorns 
h's  head,  and  a  sceptre  his  hand,  yet  the  blood  in  his 
v*»ins  is  derived  from  the  common  parent  of  mankind, 
«  nd  is  no  better  than  that  of  the  meanest  of  his  subjects. 
Men  in  inferior  stations  are  taught  to  love  their  superivm, 
when  they  see  them  divested  of  their  grandeur,  mid 
condescending  to  trace  the  paths  of  wisdom,  and  follow 
virtue,  assisted  by  those  of  a  rank  beneath  them.  Virtue 
is  true  nobility,  and  wisdom  is  the  channel  by  which  it 
is  directed  and  conveyed.  Wisdom  and  virt^ie,  therefore, 
are  the  great  characteristics  of  Masons. 

Masonry  inculcates  universal  love  and  benevolence, 
and  disposes  the  heart  to  particular  acts  of  goodness. 
A  Mason,  possessed  of  this  amiable,  this  God-like  dispo- 
sition, is  shocked  at  misery  under  every  form  or  appear- 
ance. His  pity  is  not  only  excited,  but  he  is  prompted, 
as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  rules  of  prudence,  to 
alleviate  the  pain  of  the  sufferer,  and  cheerfully  to 
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oontribiite  to  Ihb  relief.  For  this  end  our  fdndB  are 
raised,  and  our  charities  established  on  the  firmest 
foundation.  When  a  brother  is  in  distress,  what  heart 
does  not  ache?  When  hfe  is  hungry,  do  we  not  convey 
him  food?  Do  we  not  clothe  him  when  he  is  naked? 
Do  we  not  fly  to  bis  relief  when  he  is  in  trouble?  Thus 
we  evince  the  propriety  of  the  title  we  assume,  and 
demonstrate  to  the  world,  that  the  term  brother,  among 
Masons,  is  not  merely  nominal. 

If  these  acts  are  not  sufficient  to  recojnmend  so  great 
and  generous  a  plan,  such  a  wise  and  good  society,  happy 
in  themselves,  and  equally  happy  in  the  possession  of 
every  social  virtue,  nothing  which  is  truly  good  can 
prevail.  The  man  who  resists  arguments,  drawn  from 
such  topics,  must  be  callous  to  every  noble  principle, 
and  lost  to  all  sense  of  honour. 

Nevertheless,  though. the  fairest  and  the  best  ideas 
may  be  thus  imprinted  in  the  mind,  there  are  brethren 
who,  careless  of  their  own  reputation,  disregard  the 
instructive  lessons  of  our  noble  science,  and,  by  yielding 
to  vice  and  intemperance,  not  only  disgrace  themselves, 
but  reflect  dishonour  upon  Masonry  in  general.  It  is  this 


severe  and  unjust  reflections,  which  the  prejudiced  part 
of  mankind  have  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  us.  But  let 
these  apostate  brethren  know,  and  let  it  be  proclaimed  t« 
the  world  at  large,  that  they  are  unworthy  of  their  trust, 
and  that,  whatever  name  or  designation  they  assume,  they 
are  in  reality  no  Masons.  It  is  as  possible  for  a  mouse 
to  remove  a  mountain,  or  a  man' to  calm  the  boisterous 
ocean,  as  it  is  for  a  principled  Mason  to  conimit  a  dis- 
honourable action.  Masonry  consists  in  virtuous  improve- 
ment, in  cheerful  and  innocent  pastime,  and  not  in  lewd 
debauchery  or  unguarded  excess. 

But,  though  unhappy  brethren  thus  transgress,  no  wise 
man  vntl  draw  any  argument  from  thence  against  the 
society,  or  urge  it  as  an  objection  against  the  institution. 
If  the  vncked  lives  of  men  were  admitted  as  an  argument 
against  the  religion  which  they  profess,  Christianity 
itself,  with  all  its  divine  beauties,  would  be  exposed  to 
censure.  Let  us,  therefore,  endeavour  strenuously  to 
support  the  dignity  of  our  characters,  and,  by  reforming 
the  abuses  which  have  crept  in  among  us,  display  Ma- 


unfortunate  circumstance  which 
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•omy  in  its  primitive  lustre,  and  oonvinee  mankind  tliat 
the  source  from  which  it.  flows  is  truly  divine. 

It  is  this  conduct  wliich  can  alone  retrieve  the  ancient 
ffloiy  of  the  Craft.  Our  generous  and  good  actions  must 
distinguish  our  title  to  the  privileges  of  Masoniy,  and 
the  regularity  of  our  behaviour  display  their  influence 
and  ulSity.  Thus  the  world  will  admire  our  sanctity  of 
manners,  and  effectually  reconcile  our  uniform  conduct 
with  the  incomparable  tenets  we  profess  to  admire. 

As  our  Order  is  founded  upon  harmony,  and  subsists 
by  regularity  and  proportion,  so  our  passions  ought  to 
be  properly  restrainedf  and  be  ever  subservient  to  the 
dictates  of  right  reason.  As  the  delicate  pleasures  of 
friendship  harmonise  our  minds,  and  exclude  rancour, 
malice,  and  ill-nature,  so  we  ought  to  live  like  brethren, 
bound  by  the  same  tie,  always  cultivating  fraternal 
affection,  and  reconciling  ourselves  to  the  practice  of 
those  duties-  which  are  the  basis  on  which  the  structure 
we  erect  must  be  supported.  By  improving  our  minds 
in  the  principles  of  morality  and  virtue,  we  enlarge  our 
understandings,  and  more  effectually  answer  the  great 
ends  of  our  existence.  Such  as  violate  our  laws,  or 
infringe  on  good  order,  we  mark  with  a  peculiar  odium; 
and,  if  our  mild  endeavours  to  reform  their  lives  should 
not  answer  the  good  purposes  intended,  we  expel  them 
our  assemblies,  as  unfit  members  of  society.- 

This  is  the  practice  which  should  universally  prevail 
among  Masons.  Our  outward  conduct  being  directed  by 
our  inward  principles,  we  should  be  equally  careful  to 
avoid  censure  and  reproach.  Useful  knowledge  ought 
to  be  the  great  object  of  our  desire;  for  the  ways  of 
wisdom  are  beautiiul,  and  lead  to  pleasure.  We  ought 
to  search  into  Nature,  as  the  advantages  accruing  from 
so  agreeable  a  study,  will  amply  compensate  our  un- 
wearied assidfiity.  Knowledge  must  be  attained  by 
degrees,  and  is  not  everywhere  to  be  found.  Wisdom 
seeks  the  secret  shade,  the  lonely  cell  designed  for  con- 
templation; there  enthroned  she  sits,  delivering  her 
sacred  oracles ;  there  let  us  seek  her,  and  pursue  the  real 
bliss;  for,  though  the  passage  be  difficult,  the  farther 
we  trace  it  the  easier  it  will  become. 

Geometry,  that  extensive  art,  we  should  particularly 
study,  as  the  first  and  noblest  of  sciences.   By  geometry 
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we  may  curiouBly  trace  Nature,  through  her  various 
windings,  to  her  most  concealed  recesses.  By  it  we  may 
discoyer  the  power,  the  wisdom,  and  the  goodness  of  the 
Grand  Artificer  of  the  universe,  and  view,  with  amazing 
delight,  tiie  beantiM  proportions  which  connect  and 
grace  this  vast  machine.  By  it  we  may  discover,  how 
the  planets  move  in  their  different  orbs,  and  mathemati- 
cally demonstrate  their  various  revolutions.  By  it  we 
may  rationally  account  for  the  return  of  seasons,  and  the 
mixed  variety  of  scenes  which  they  display  to  the  dis- 
ceminff  eye.  Numberless  worlds  are  around  us,  all 
firamed  by  the  same  Divine  Artist,  which  roll  through 
the  vast  expanse,  and  are  all  conducted  by  tiie  same 


with  VTliat  grand  ideas  must  such  knowledge  fill  our 
minds!  and  how  worthy  is  it  of  the  attention  of  all 
rational  beings,  especially  of  those  who  profess  them-* 
selves  promoters  of  our  grand  institution. 

It  was  a  survey  of  Nature,  and  the  observation  of  its 
beautiful  proportions,  that  first  determined  man  to 
imitate  the  divine  plan,  and  to  study  symmetry  and 
order.  This  gave  nse  to  societies,  and  birth  to  every 
'  useful  art.  The  architect  began  to  design,  and  the  plans 
which  he  laid  down,  improved  by  experience  and  time, 
produced  some  of  those  excellent  works  which  will  be 
the  admiration  of  future  ages.  I  might  here  trace  the 
history  of  the  Craft,  and  show  that,  ever  since  order 
began,  or  harmony  displayed  her  charms,  our  Order  had 
a  being ;  but  this  is  so  well  known,  that  a  tedious  dis- 
cussion of  incontrovertible  facts  might  rather  cloud  the 
imderstanding,  than  open  to  our  view  a  prospect,  which 
ignorance  and  barbarism  can  only  veil. 

If  we  are  united,  our  society  must  flourish;  let  us, 
then,  promote  the  useful  arts,  and,  by  that  means,  mark 
our  distinction  and  superiority ;  let  us  cultivate  the  social 
virtues,  and  improve  m  all  that  is  good  and  amiable ;  let 
the  Genius  of  Masonry  preside,  and,  under  her  sovereign 
sway,  let  us  endeavour  to  act  with  becoming  dignity. 

Now,  is  Masonry  so  good,  so  valuable  a  science  ?  Does 
it  tend  to  instruct  the  mind,  and  tame  each  unruly 

fassion?    Does  it  expel  rancour,  hatred,  and  envy? 
>oes  it  reconcile  men  of  all  religions,  and  of  all 
nations?    Is  it  an  universal  cement,  binding  its  follow- 


laws  of  Nature. 
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ere  to  charity,  good*will,  and  aeeret  friendship  f  Is  it 
calculated  to  promote  the  truest  fireedom?  Does  it 
teach  men  to  lead  quiet  lives?  In  short,  are  its  precepts 
a  complete  system  of  moral  virtue?    Then  had,  thou 

florious  Craft,  bright  transcript  of  all  that  is  ainiable! 
[ail,  thou  blessed  moral  science,  which  so  foeautifiilly 
exemplifies  virtue!  Welcome,  ye  delightful  mansiona, 
where  all  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  a  serene  and  tranquU 
life!  Welcome,  ye  blessed  retreats,  where  smiling 
friendship  ever  blooms,  and,  firom  her  throne,  dispenses 
pleasure  with  unbounded  liberality !  Welcome,  sacred 
habitations  where  peace  and  innocence  for  ever  dweU ! 

P. 

A  LESSON   FOR  FRBB MASONS ;    OR,  A  SBRIBS    OF  MORAL 
OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  INSTRUMENTS  OF  MASONRY. 

The  various  instruments  which  we  of  this  profession 
make  use  of,  are  all  emblematical  or  picturesque  of  the 
conduct'of  life  we  ought  to  persevere  in. 

The  RuLB  directs  us  to  observe  punctually  every 
Gospel  duty ;  to  press  forward  in  the  right  path,  neither 
inclming  to  the  right  nor  left  hand,  for  the  sake  of  any 
transient  amusement  or  gratification  whatsoever;  it  for- 
bids us  to  give  in  to  the  least  inclination  or  propensiW  in- 
to the  curve  of  life,  and  reminds  us  to  beware  of  the  least 
tendency  to  a  circle,  either  in  religion  or  morals!  not 
to  mind  (because  they  have  seldom  any  other  than 
itelfish  views)  neither  outs,  nor  ins  in  politics;  and  to 
have  in  all  our  conduct  eternity  in  view. 

The  LiNB  should  make  us  pay  the  strictest  attention 
to  that  line  of  duty  which  has  been  given  us,  or  rather 
which  was  marked  out  to  us,  by  our  great  Benefact(Nr 
and  Redeemer*  It  teaches  us  to  avoid  all  kinds  of 
double-dealing,  both  in  conversation  and  actions;  it 
points  out  the  direct  but  narrow  path  that  leads  to  a 
glorious  immortality;  and  that  sincerity  in  our  profes- 
sion will  be  our  only  passport  thither.  This  line,  like 
Jacob's  ladder,  connects  heaven  and  earth  together ;  and» 
by  laying  hold  of  it,  we  climb  up  to  that  place  where  we 
shall  change  this  short  line  of  time  for  the  never^nding 
circle  of  eternity. 
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The  Plvmb*linb  admonishes  us  to  walk  erect  and 
upright  in  our  Christian  vocation ;  no*  to  lean  to  a  side, 
but  to  hold  the  scale  of  justice  in  equal  poise ;  to  observe 
the  just  medium  between  temperance  and  voluptuous- 
ness ;  to  fathom  the  depth  of  our  limited  capacities,  and 
to  make  our  several  passions  and  prejudices  of  education 
fall  plumb  in,  or  coincide  with  our  line  of  duty. 

The  Square  will  teach  us  to  square  all  our  actions  by 
this  Qospel  rule  and  line,  and  to  make  our  whole  conduct 
harmonise  with  this  most  salutary  scheme.  Our  be- 
haviour vnll  be  regular  and  uniform,  not  aspiring  at 
thinss  above  our  reach,  nor  pretending  to  things  above 
our  finite  capacities,  nor  to  aSfect  things  above  what  our 
circumstances  can  possibly  bear.  In  our  expenses,  there- 
fore, we  shall  neither  ape  those  who  are  placed  in  a  more 
exalted  sphere,  nor  attend  so  much  to  the  glitter  of 
gold  as  to  sink  beneath  our  proper  station ;  but  we  shall 
observe  the  golden  mean, 

"  And  always  to  our  acres  join  our  sense, 
Because,  'tis  use  that  sanctifies  expense." 

The  Compasses  will  inform  us  that  we  should  in 
ev^  station  learn  to  live  within  proper  bounds,  that 
we  may,  therefore,  be  enabled  to  contribute  freely  and 
cheerfully  to  the  relief  of  the  necessities  and  indigences 
of  our  fellow  creatures.  Hence  we  shall  rise  to  notice, 
live  with  honour,  a^d  make  our  exit  in  humble  hopes  of 
compassing  what  ought  to  be  the  main  pursuit  of  the 
most  aspirmg  genius — a  crown  of  glory. 

The  L  BVEL  should  advise  us  tnat,  since  we  are  all 
descended  from  the  same  common  stock,  partake  of  the 
like  nature,  have  the  same  faith  and  the  same  hope 
through  the  redemption,  which  render  us  naturally 
upon  a  level  with  one  another,  we  ought  not  to  divest 
ourselves  of  the  feelings  of  humanity ;  and  though  dis* 
tinctions  necessarily  make  a  subordination  among  man- 
kind, yet  eminence  of  station  should  not  make  us  forget 
that  we  are  men,  n<Mr  cause  us  to  treat  our  brethren, 
because  placed  on  the  lowest  spoke  of  the  wheel  of  For- 
tune, with  contempt ;  because  a  time  will  come,  and  the 
wisest  of  men  know  not  how  soon,  lyhen  all  distinctions, 
exoept  in  goodness,  will  cease,  and  when  death — ^that 
guana  leveller  of  all  human  greatness— will  bring  us  ta 
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a  level  at  the  last.  From  hence,  too,  the  sceptic,  the 
shallow  reasoner,  and  babbling  disputer  of  this  world, 
may  learn  to  forbear  the  measuring  of  infinity  by  the 
duU  measure  of  his  own  grovelling  capacity,  and  en- 
deavour, by  way  of  atonement  for  his  insults  upon  every 
thinp;  that  tends  to  elevate  mankind,  either  good  or  great, 
to  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  man. 

From  your  Mallbt  and  Chisel,  you  may  likewise 
know  what  advantages  accrue  from  a  proper  education. 
The  human  and  unpolished  mind,  like  a  diamond  sur- 
rounded with  a  dense  crust,  discovers  neither  its  sparklinff 
nor  different  powers,  till  the  rough  external  is  smoothea 
off,  and  beauties,  till  then  unknown,  rise  full  to  oar 
view.  Education  gives,  what  a  chisel  does  to  the  stone, 
not  only  an  external  polish  and  smoothness,  but  discovers 
all  the  inward  beauties  latent  under  the  roughest  sur&ces. 
By  education  our  minds  are  enlarged,  and  they  not  only 
range  through  the  large  fields  of  matter  and  space,  but 
also  learn  with  greater  perspicuity — ^what  is  above  all 
other  knowledge — our  real  duty  to  God  and  man. 

Your  Trowel  will  teach  you  that  nothing  is  united 
together  without  proper  cement :  no  strict  union,  nor 
external  ^lish  can  be  made  without  it.  And,  as  the 
Trowel  connects  each  stone  together  by  a  proper  dis- 
position of  the  cement,  so  Charity,  that  bond  of  perfec- 
tion of  all  social  union  (which  I  earnestly  recommend 
to  you  all),  links  separate  minds  an^  various  interests 
together ;  and,  like  the  radii  of  a  circle,  that  extend  from 
the  centre  to  every  part  of  the  circumference,  makes 
each  member  have  a  tender  regard  for  the  real  welfare 
of  Hie  whole  community.  But  as  some  members  will  be 
refractory  in  every  society,  your  Hammer  will  likewise 
teach  you  how  to  use  becoming  discipline  and  correction 
towards  such  like  offenders.  If  they  will  not  submit  to 
rule,  you  may  strike  off  the  excrescences  of  their  swell- 
ing pride,  till  they  sink  into  a  modest  deportment.  Are 
they  irregular  in  their  practices  ?  Your  Hammer  will 
instruct  you  to  strike  off  each  irregularity,  and  fit  them 
to  act  a  decent  part  on  the  stage  of  life.  Do  any  affect 
things  above  their  stations?  Your  Hammer  will  teach 
you  to  press  them  down  to  their  proper  level,  that  they 
may  learn,  in  the  school-  of  disciplme,  that  necessary 
knowledge — to  be  courteous. 
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What  the  Hammer  is  to  the  workman,  that  enlightened 
reason  is  to  the  passions  in  the  human  mind:  it  curbs 
ambition,  that  aspires  to  its  own  and  neighbour's  hurt : 
it  depresses  envy,  moderates  anser,  checks  every  rising 
frailty,  and  encourages  every  good  disposition  of  the  soul ; 
from  whence  must  arise  that  comely  order,  that  delight 
fill  self-complacency. 

Which  Dothing  earthly  giyes  or  can  destroy, 
Tlie  soul's  oalm  sunshine,  and  the  heart-felt  joy." 

Thus,  from  our  instruments  may  we  all  be  instructed 
to  raise  a  stately  fabric  of  good  works,  upon  the  strong 
foundation  of  Faith,  that  we  may  be  fitted  at  last  to 
inhabit  that  glorious  house,  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 
in  the  Heavens ! 
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